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January 9 , 1943 

My dear Mr . President : 

I respectfully transmit to you the 
. 

report of my recent visit to London and 

conversations with the Secret ary of State 

for Colonies and other British officials 

concernine the mutual problems of our t wo 

eovernments in the Caribbean. 

Respectfu::;~y~Y 

Cht"l~s w. Tauss i e 
United States Chairman 

Anglo- American Caribbean Commission 

The Pres ident 

The White House 
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Part One 

Part 'l'wo 

Il'l'RODUO!ORX IOD 

This report ie divided into tour parte: 

A Brier Summary. 

The Proceedings ot t he Conference Held in the 

Office of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

4t Part Three- The Offici al Report of the Conference drafted by 

• 

• 

the Colonial Office and initialed by the Secretary 

of State, Colonel Oliver Stanley, and Mr. Taussig. 

Part Four - Memor anda of Conversations with British Officials 

and a General Resume or Itinerary and Official 

and UnofficiiU Dinners and Luncheons given for 

Mr. Taussig • 

This report is to be regarded as "secret." The 
Secret ary of State f or the Colonies requested that the 

i nitialed memorandum (Part Two or the Report) be kept •aeoret• 
until such time aa the two Governments may decide to issue 
a joint communique. It is also important that certain matters 
referred to in the memoranda of conversations with Britiah 
offiolels do not find their way to the Preas • 

1 
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StJIOf.An or !HI VISit or OUBLIS V. !.AOSSIG, tJRI'fll) I!A'l'ES 
CHAIRMAN or 'fBI: .UCil.Q AMQIC.AH O.ARIBBZU OOMXISSIOI fO 
LOIDOJ - DJ:OIIIBI:R 9 fO DJ:OEMBJ:R 19, 19-'2 I110Lt18Ift. -------·------

• • 

Xr. Tausaig 1 a trip to London wae the reault of 

' ' an official invitation from Lord Oranborne, then Secretary 

ot State tor Colonies, now Lord P~iTY Seal, tendered by Sir 

George Gater, Permanent Under-Secretary ot State for Colonies, 

during his visit to Washington in October - November 1942. 

The invitation was transmitted orally by Sir George to the 

President, the Secretary ot State and the Under-Secretary of 

State, all of whom agreed that Taussig should accept the 

invitation. Mr. Sidney de laRue, Chief ot the Caribbean 

Office ot Lend-Lease Administration, accompanied Mr. Taussig 

to London ae an assistant. It may be stated here that Mr. 

de laRue's services were invaluable, and that much of the 

credit belongs to him for whatever suocees may have been 

achieved by the mission. 

Mr. Taussig was given no specific terms ot 

reference, but followed broad oral instructions given him 

by Secretary Hull and Under-Secretary Welles. Be aleo kept 

... 



• in a1nd a oon•~•a,ion oonoerning the Caribbean problea 
that the Preeident had with hia at the lhite Bouee on 
October 26, 1942

1
and the aubaequent con•ereation held 

October 27, 1942 b7 the Preeident with Sir George Gater 
and Taueeig; aleo a aeaorandaa aaba1tted b7 !auaeig to 
Wellee No•eaber 2, 1~2, and ee•eral con•ereaticne With 
Secretarr of Interior Ickes, Under-Secll'etarr of Interior 
rortae, and Go•erncr Tugwell of Puerto Rico. Mr. Taussig 

• conferred with jabaasador Winant frequently during the 
course of the conversations. 

• 

• 

Briefly, the conversations With the Secretary 
of Stat e for Colonies established the folloWing pointe: 

(1) !he Go• ernaent of t he United Iingdom recognizes that 
the situation ~n the British West Indies is critical 
and that social, eoonoaic, and political reforaa 
must be initiated now (during the war). 

(2) !bat social and economic reform, including the relief 
of curren"'t unempl'O}'Bient, Will invol•e the expend! ture 
of subetant1al suas of money. As a result of the 
ocnversaticns in London, the Government of the United 
Eingdoa has agreed to spend lix a1111on pounds in the 
next two years on public works and uneaployaent relief 

in 

4 



(3) !bat pol1t1cal reform 1a necessary. The present 

program contemplates giving Jamaica a new constitu­

tion with greatly extended tranohiae, and curtailment -
of the Governor's reserve powers . ~eae reforms can 

be effected by Orders in Council. The Government 

also recognizee the desirability of social and 

economic reforms in Bermuda, Barbados, and the 

Bahamas which have legislatures elected under strict 

property franchise 11m1tat1ons, but any change in the 

300-year-old Constitutions of t hese Colonies without 

consent of their legislatures can only be made by Act 

of the British Parliament. The Government is reluc-

tant to recommend to Parliament a constitutional 

change f or these three Colonies without their consent, 

and "their consent• means the consent of a small but 

powerful oligarchy of merchants and planters. Consti­

tutional reform for these Colonies is, however, under 

consideration. Colonel Oliver Stanley, the present 

Secretary ot State for Colonies, told Taussig that the 

contemplated changes in the Constitution ot Jamaica 

may well pave the way tor other constitutional changes 

in the British West Indies. 

5 

(4) The British Government recognizee that the United States 

has a pr oper interest in the political, social and 

economic stability of the entire Caribbean 

' area 
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area, 1nolud1ng the Br1 thb Weet ln41... !'he7 are 

aware that OlD"" interest 1e not oont1ne4 to the a1li tarr 

etrategio 1apor1ianoe ot the Caribbean ·to the United 

State• and our new17 eatabl1ehe4 baeee in the Br1t1eh 

West In41ea, b.ut that aooial and poll tloal wu-eat 

!n the Br1 tieh We at Indies baa iaportant and unpleasant 

reperouaa1one Within the United States, part1cularlr 

among our negro ci t1zena • Winston Churchil l told 

Tauaaig that the Caribbean was an area in which the 

. affairs of t he United Btatea and the United Iingdoa 

Will becoae more and more 1 interaingled. 1 

( 5) fhat a atanding 'Caribbean Conference• ahould be aet 

up prompt11 with two delegates from each British Oclon1 

and United Statea territorr; that the Conference 

ahould be ad v1aorr at first but that 1 t should 

ultiaatelr be delegated powe~e b7 the Governments 

involved that would give 1t regulatorr powera over 

funct1ona common to the well-being of the area; viz. 

inter-island transportation , 1nter-ialand tariffa, 

inter-island coiii.IDun1oat1ons, quarantine regulations, 

fiaher1es, eto. 

The 

6 
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!he Caribbean Conterenoe ahould 1D.1 t1al17 be 

created ae an ADglo-Jaerioan 1nat1t~t1on, b~t the· door 

ehould be kept open for the 1nol~a1on of other dependeno1ee 
r 

1n the Caribbean. lhen aattere ooae before the Conterenoe 

that ¥111 dfeo't o'ther naUon11 1ntereeted in th1e area, 1 t 

aq 1Drtte the Independent Republ1oe and the Doll1n1on of 

Canada to part1o1pate • 

7 
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THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE HELD IN THE OFFICI or 
TQ SECRETARY 0 F STA'l'E FOR THE COLONIES • 

• 
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UPORf or fBI OOBJ'l!!RiiliCES HI:LD BY fBI HCDfAU or I'U'1'1 
POR '1'IIE COLOBIJ:S D THJ: COLOll~ OrriOI, LOIIDOB, 01 

DZODCBJ:R 11, 12, 15 and 17, 19-&2. 

---·--------

ror the purpose or brevity, thie report Will 

treat the tour e·eanone as one cozrtinaoae oonterenoe. 

Those present at the conference were as follow.: 

ror the Government ot the United Iing4oat 

Colonel Oliver Stanley 

Sir George Gater 

!he Right Honorable 
Harold Macll.11lan , M.P. 

Sir William Battershill 

Mr. G.E.J. Gent 

Mr. Gerald E.H. Palmer, M.P. 

Sir Frank Stockdale 

Mr. H. Beckett 

Secr•tary ct State tor the 
Colonies, who aoted aa 
Chairman 

Peraanent Under-Secretary 
ot State 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
ot State 

Deputy Under-Secretary ot 
State 

Assistant Hnder-Secretary ot 
State ·· 

Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to Colonel Stanley 

Controller ot the West Indian 
Development and Welfare Fund 
and British Chaira&n ot the 
Anglo-Aaerloan Caribbean 
Coamleeion 

Head ot West Indian Department, 
Colonial Ottioe 

Xr. 
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Principal, Weat Indian 
Departaent, Oololl1al Ottlce 

;lnanolal Adrtaer, Oololl1a1 
Ottlce 

ror the GoTel'ftllent ot the United Statui · 

Xr, Oharlea W. !auaslg 

Xr. Sidney de la RQe 

United ltates Ohair.an qt the 
Angl.o-Aaerican Caribbean 
Oo.aieelon 

Ohiet, Caribbean Ottioe ot 
Lend-Lease AdainiatratiOD 

!he leoretarr ot State opened the· 41sousaion 

v1 th a tev reaarke on the Joint dealre-·-ot the two GoTem­

aents to ezplore the poesibility ot i .. ediate action and 

the development ot a long-term policy in the West Indies. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MAT!ERS PERtAINING TO THE .ANGLO-.&MERIO.AN 
CARIBBEAR 00KMI88IOI 

• • 

The Secretary ot State then stated that it would 

be desirable to discuss any possible changes connected with 

the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission. He asked tor 

suggestions. 

Mr. Taussig stated that he vas somewhat uncertain . 
as to precieeiy what ~e British meant by the term 1peraanent 

member• ot the Oommise1op• and 1 tejporary member• ot the 

Oommlesion. 1 

• 

!he Secretary replied that Sir frank Stockdale, 

Oo-Ohairman 
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Oo-Obairaan, and llr. J. Huggina were 1 pft'llaJum-t 1 aeabere 
of the Ooaaiaeion; that the third place waa ooneidered as 
a 1 teapor&1"7 1 aeaberahip· 1n order to perait the appointaent 

./ 

of an official for 07 epeoial purvo·ee ••, for instance, 
a aecUoal npert to handle ean1 tation probl811• or perhape . , • 
an educational expert or, as had been the ~oaee· Wbile Mr. ,. 
l7dne7 Oaine waa a meaber, an eoonollio expert te~orarill7 
on the Ooam1aaion to advise the two 1peraanent 1 members. 

llr. Tauu1g eaggeated that it aight be deeirable 
from time to time for the Preaident to appoint for the 
Aaer1oan Section of the Oo.aieaion an alternate to one of 
the 1peraanent 1 aeabera in the -.ent that a 1peraanent1 

aember waa not in poaition to participate in a particular 
conference. Hr. Tauaaig speoificall7 aentioned the tact 
that there were tiaea when &oTernor Tugwell could not be 
present i n Washington and t hat it might be useful to have 
an alternate to represent the Department ot the Interior. 
Sir George Gater and Sir Frank Stockdale both expressed 
agreeaent. The Secretary or State indicated hie accord. 

MOR!HLY EXQRtNG! OF SUIPPING INFORM4TION 

11 

. lir George Gater inqQired as to the aonthl7 exchange 
ot ab1ppingJ.Otoraatlon between the Angl.o-.&aer1oan Caribbean 

Oollll1181on 
.. 
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Ooami•elon 1D Vaabington and the War lb1pp1ng Ad•1ni•tration. 

laoh aontblr aee111ng• had 'been agreed to b7 Mr-. Lena v. 
Douglas, Depatt j:«rrllletrator of thtt War lh1pp1ng .tdain­

htrat1on, at the aee111ag ...,ld 1Jt hi~ "Off1oe tn lfaahington 

when Sir Georce Gater wa• there. Xr. de la Rue reported 

that Xr. Buggina had d1scueeed thia utter before Xr. de la 

Rue and Xr. 'fauesig left Yaehington and it vas agreed that 

Hr. Buggine should take the aatter up with Sir Arthur 

Salter and asked that Hr. de la Rue remind Huggins of this. 

Colonel Stanley and Sir George Gater both expressed their 

desire that this be followed up as it was considered 

basically important during the eaergency to have accurate 

shippi ng inforaation for the West Indies. 

C.AHADA AND THE .ANGLQ-*MEBIC,Y OWBBUR COIIMISSIOJI1 

Xr. Taussig inquired as to whether the Government 

of the Dominion of Canad& had expressed a desire to be 

represented on 't he Anglo-American· Caribbean Commission. 

The Secretary of State replied that no such desire had been 

formally communicated and as an expression of opinion •oef 

the record 1 he would not think the Commission was the plaoe 

tor Canada permanently to be represented. Besaw no 

obJection, however, to inviting it to participate in 

oonferenoea 

• 
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• 

oonterenoee on eubJeots in wb1oh Canadian interests were 

inTolTed, for instance, sbipping aattera. 11r Frank 

Stockdale , suggeeted that Taussig's queet~on aight haTe 

been proJDpted by an edi tonal vbicb appeared in the Canada­

West Indies Magazine of August, 1~2, entitled, 1ruTURE 

POLICY IN THE VIST INDIES, 1 and also an editorial appearing 

in the eaae aagazine of October, 19~2, entitled, 1P08!-WAR 

CONSIDERATION. 1 Sir Frank said that the Canada-West 

Indies Magazine did not represent official Canadian opinion. 

RATIFICATION BI THE SECRETARY OF STATE or 'l'HE AGREEMENT ON 
SUGAR ARRIVED A'f IN WASHIRGTQN WITH SIR GEORGE GA'rEll. 

Sir George Gater banded to Kr. Taussig and Xr. 

13 

de la Rue copies of a telegram referring to sugar policy 

(WIOIR No. 69 Confidential Sent 2Stb Noveaber 1942 17.46 Rrs.) 

wh1oh bad been sent to the Governors ot the Brit18h West 

Indies. Sir George explained ·that this telegram put into 

effect the general understanding as to . sugar production and ·• 

ehipping policy vh1oh had resulted from the Waahington 

conferences in Noveaber. 

DEVEIQPING .AN AGENDA FOR THE OOIQ'l!iRENOE 

The Secretary of State aaid that he understood from 

Jt Sir George Gater that Under-Secretary Wellee bad told bia 

that 



I 

• 

• 

• 

that !a~eeig would ooae to London with the official point­

of-view of the Gonrn~~ent of the United Statu on tbe 

Caribbean problea. Be aeked Mr. !aueeig if be bad an7 

written aemorandwa t o present to the conference or aJl7 

oral etateaent to aake. Xr. !aueeis etated that be bad 
I 

14 

no memoranda to present ' nor• did be oare to aake &nJ apeoific 

propoeale, al tbougb later in the conference be lltgbt ban 

some epecifio sugse-tions to otter. Xr. !auee1g euggeeted 

that it lliflbt be well to oo11111enoe the d1ecue81ons enl&erat1ng 

tbe pointe of agreement between the two Governnnts on the 

social and economic questions involved in the Caribbean 

problea. Be said he felt that, if there were sutfioient 

pointe of agreement, which he thought there would be, aetbods 

of implementation and action might automatioall7 be evolved 

without the neoeseit7 of either Government attempting to 

impose its point-of-view on the other. The Sedretar7 of 

State agreed that this was a desirable method of carrJing 

on the conference. 

• 

POINTS OF ACJRRiMRi'l' ON SOQI4I, AID EOONQJCIO PROIIP8 

!he folloWing poin~s were advanced tor diso~ssion 

and possible accord: 

( l) A 8IRGLE OROP ZOONOMY IS UHDI8IRABLE FOR THE CARIBBEAR 

AREA. Sir frank Stockdale diecuesed aixed faralns and 

the 
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the illportanoe ot 1Doreaee4 looal too4 pro4uoUon. 

Xr. 0a1Jle euggelte4 that 1 t ehoul4 )Je u4eretoo4 

that the etateaent oonoeraing the un4ee1~ab111t7 ot 

~ e1bgle-orop eoono., ahoal4 be general but With 

the reaenaUon that oerta1n 1elan4a aar ha"Ye to be 

treated in41Ti4ually. There vae general agreeaent 
I . 

•• to the above. 

( 2) A JURD!ING SY!!IX '1'0 808'l'.AIN LOCAL CI'OP PRO DUO'!' ION 

I8 RiCESS.ARY. '!'here vas general agreement~ .. 

(3) THE CARIBBEJI SHOULD BE TREATED AS AN ECONOMIC UNITJ 

A CARIBBEAN POLICY SHOULD BE DJ:'IELOPID WITH THIS IN 

KIND. Aa an example, Mr. Taussig pointed out that 

the eoonoa1es ot Puerto Rioo and the Domin~oan Bepublio 
• 

were in aanyreapeota complementary; that they oan 
·-

mutually benefit from the labor and purobaa1ng power 
• j ' 

ot the one and the surplus food production ot the other; 

that similarly Jaaa1ca, should 1 t dnelop irrigation 

proJeota tor the production ot rioe, 111&7 find a market 

1n Cuba and Cuban beet in turn a market ,in J&llla1oa. 

'!'here waa general agreeaent. 

(-') IT IS DESIRABLE TO DJ:VELOP INTER-ISLAND TRADE n'l'BIR 

THE AREA: THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE DllPENDS IN LARGE 

VJASURI UPON THE ES'l'.ABiliSBXEN'l' or BITTER INTER-ISLAND 

'l'RAN SPOR'l'A 'l'I 01 



-

l 

I 

'l'IWfSPOil!AfiOI. '!'here was general agreeaen t. 

( ~) PZASAIT P.ARNIIII v• OOOPJ:RATIVZ r.ARNIRG. It was agreed 

that .both types ot~ng should be encouraged. 

(6) I.lUBJI!HOLDS VS LdD m.D II rD. llr frank ltookdale 

pointed out that lando let on sal table leaeehol4 

conditions haTe proTe4 a better aeane 'ot 4eTeloplng 

alxed taraing than where land 1e held ln teft b7 

peasant agriculturist•, because the ltate oan entorce 

a aore satistactorr use ot the land. As an· example 
-( 

ot this, Sir l"ranlt said that in Konserrat land used 

b7 ignorant P,easants had been eo depleted that the 

northern part or the island had reverted to bush. 

Sir lleorge Gater made reference to the tact that 

President RooseTelt in discussing this problem w1th 

him had pointed out the desirabil1t1 of leaseholds 

rather than the peasants holding land 1n fee. There 

was general agreement ~s to the advisabil1tr ot lease­

holds. 

( 7) ELmiiA'l'IOI OJ' 'l'ARIFFS AND 'l'.AXA'l' lDN OR IR'l'ER-X.st·ARD 

'l'RADZ IN rooDSTUI'FS LOCALLI PaoDUOJ:D. 11r l'rank 

16 

recommended that tree 1aportat1on ot toodstutts locallJ 

produced was des1r~ble at once, 1t the fiscal structure 

ot 

• 

• 
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ot the various Governaents would perait. Be reported 
be was investigating this point. Mr. Taueeig ra1ee4 
the point that, if the local Governments continued 
their policy of little or no direct taxation and 
depended largely on revenue from taxes and tariff• 

~ 

on imported foodetutts, the fiscal structure of the 
var.Lous Governments would never permit the elimination 
of tariffs on food'stuffs. Xr. Caine eaid that he 
t hought it was bad policy eoonoaioally speaking to 
raise revenue by taXing food imports. There was 
general agreement as to the relief of food from 
taxation as a long-term policy. 

The Secretary of State noted t hat the treatment of 
the area as a single unit f or the interchange of 
surpluses automatically r aised the ·question of the 
different treatment accorded t he producUon of each 
part of t he area when ita surpluses are exported from 
t he area. After discussion i t was agreet that it 
would be premature before the end of the war to a t tempt 
further t o consider this dif f erence of treatment since, 
until that time, a general world customs policy would 
probably not be sufficiently settled to permit its 
adequate consideration. 

(8) 



• (8) LOOAL PIIBIJIG IIDUI!M IHOULD Bl IWPOil'l'ID AID 

lmfa.oJ'ID. '!'here wae general agreeaent. 

lir l'ra.Dk ltookd&l.e ea14 that he had prepared plane 

tor a t1eher7 nrnr vh1oh vae rea4:r but that he 

Vi abed to oonl\ll t v1 th Mr. 'l'au .. ig ae to the 

adv1eabilit7 of aaking it a Joint Ang1o-Aaer1can 

action. He said that, insofar ae Trinidad 1e 

concerned, if loans or grants are neoeeearr in order 

that the fishermen be properl7 equipped, these Will 

be made. 

(9) I'l' IS ESSENTIAL TO DIRECT EDUCATION ALONG VOCATIONAL 

LINES. 'l'he Secretary of State reaarked that the 

Victorian system _of education, which paid but little 

.regarllt to the life of the ind1 vidual who vas being 

trained, had been dreadful. Sir Frank Stockdale 

re~~arked that in the Bri ttsh Vest Ind1ee they were 

elavishl:r follov1ng the Victorian ideas in th1e 
• 

direction. Be noted the excellent s:rstea of secondar7 

education now being carried on in Puerto Rico. He 

recognized and approved the srstea of school lunches 

as a neoewsarr part of the educa tion of Puerto Rican• 

1n torm1ng good basic food habits and recommended some 

siallar action be taken in the British Vest Indies. 

!here 
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!here vu general cU•ou .. ion •• to in vbat grade 

ot eohooll and under what conditione bot lWlchee 

lboul4 be proVided. Our Br1 Ueh colleagues were 

di Y1de4; howenr, as to whether the lunches lhoul4 

~e given tree as 

'lhoUl4 be aade. 

in Puerto llicc or soae alight charge 

It was agreed that the question ot 

school lunches should be the subJect ot a Joint 

investigation by the Anglo-Jaerioan Caribbean 

Commission. It was pointed out that, although 

education should be directed more along vocational 

lines, the local populations would regard it as 

an attront i~ opportunities tor academic and cultural 

education were not provided also. 

(10) THE NEED FOR A HOUSING AND SCHOOL BUILDING PROGRAM. 

It was generally agreed that a vigorous program of 

housing development vas essential. Sir rrank raised 

the point that school buildings should be included in . 
any such ·program pointing out that from 70~ to 80~ 

of the ohildren of school age in the British West 

Indies would attend school but that not over 40~ could 
I 

be accommodated. In addition, he reported that 50~ 

of the schools were in urgent need of repair. He felt 

that the repair of s~hools, constructlon of additional 

school buildings and housing systems were equally 

19 
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desirable. 



desirable. Be suggested a sretea ot subsidies 1n 

aid ot houa1ng 1apro-reaente. !here wae general 
accord on these recommendations. 

(11) DIBIRABILI!Y or PI...ANNIRG THE DEVELOPMENT 01' 'rOURIS'f 

TRAV.B:L I'OB THE .AJ'TER-WAR PZRIOD. It was agreed that 
a eiU"ny ehould be made 1n the Caribbean which oould 
be ~sed as a basis tor appropriate action 1n th1e 
oonneotion and that e11oh sllrvey should be ~dertaken 

promptly. It was agreed that the Anglo-American 
Caribbean· Coamission was to submit to ita respective 

Governments a program tor poet-war tollriem and that 
the Commission should obtain as consultants experts 

on that subJect. 

( 12) DESIRABILITY OF ENCOURAGING INDUSTRUL DEVELOPMENT 

PARTICULARLY IN THE OVER-POPULATED ISLANDS. !hie 

was discussed at some length and agreed to. 

Many other subJects were considered such as labor, 
sanitation, control ot venereal disease, emigration, birth­
control, the possibility ot air commutation ot laborers from 
one area to another, Without the necessity ot changing their 
permanent domicile, etc • 

• 
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081' IIIDIB nR SBRVICEB (!BRU CASE AID THE Al"FAIR OF 
l>OJ(II®. 

Sir Ge~ge Gater a,aked Tauea1& to pena1t the 

ColORial Office to diecu11 with ht. the Yerex Case and · 

the Doaingo Caee. Such d1acusaiona were held and a • 

me11orandum pertaining to them appears in Appendix C and 

Appendix D of part .3 ot this report, 

INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION. 

Jlr, Taussig stated that the International Labor 

Organization had asked if they could make a survey ot 

labor cmditions in the Caribbean tor the Anglo-.lJDerican 

Caribbean Collllllissiqn, llr. Taussig stated that he had 

not ~iscussed the matter with the State Department in 

Washington but would like to get the point of view ot 

the Colonial Office. 

Sir Frank Stockdale discussed the matter with 

Major Orde Brown of the Colonial Office and it was decided 

that in view of the report Oli the labor conditions already 

made by Major Orde Brown and the report constantly being 

submitted by the Labor Offices 1n the Britilh West Indies, 

as well as the Labor Officer Attached to the West Indies 

Development and W~lfare Fund, that for the time being 

there was no need of a special report from the I.L.Of. 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR PUBLIC WORIS AND 
QMPQ'LQX){QT R!ij! .IEF IN THE BRI'l'ISR QST INDUS 

Mr. Taussig called attention to the fact thRt 

to 1mplement a number or the twelve pointe agreed .. 
upon would require a substantial expenditure of money. 

He emphasized that such monies could not be appropriated 

by Lend Leaee or any other United States agency. He 

further pointed out that in the past twelve years the 

United States has spent approximately ll60,000,000 

iri Puerto Rico, and for the last elght years expendi­

tures in the Virgin Islands of the United Statee 

ha ve been on an average or about $800,000 per annum, 

Mr. Taussig further stated th11t if the two governments 

were jointly to improve conditions of the Caribbean, 

it io necessary for the government of the United Kingdom 

~ t o make far greater expenditures than heretofore. 

The British conferees said they recognized this 

and were prepRred to a l locate substantial funds for 

such development . Toward the end of the conference they 

fixed A figure for two years' expenditures of 1.6,000,000, 

1.5, 000 ,000 of which would come from the imperial exchequer 

and 1-l,OOO,OOO from local colonial funds. 
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DISOUSSI()R or A ,BOPOSED IRT~TIOBL BODI WITBII 'l'D O.AB.IBBDI 'l'JIAT IIIGB! RAVE ADVIIOllY AID/O!l C*COU!IQ AtJ'l'B)BI'l'I OVD JCATDR8 .or SOCIAL OR IOOROJIIC Sl~g=c! IRIOB ARI or COJCMOI IITER!8'1' TO JLL (I.AJUBBI.Ut 00 I 
---------------------

Xr. Taussig oflled attention to the tact that 
substantial agreement had been reaohed b7 the Oonterenoe 
on twelve subJects or eoonoaio and social importance to 
the countries or the Caribbean, that ~oat or these aattere 
were or ooiii.IDon interest to all Caribbean countries and 
that in implementing some ot the pointe agreed upon eoae 
international organization would be desirable. 

AIR .\ND SJ' 'l'RANapOR'l'A'l'ION SHOULD BE REGW,ATED 

As an example, Mr. Taussig suggested that it 
would be useful to consider some means ot regulating shipping 
rates, trattio and transportation between the islands in 

• the Caribbean and W1 thin t he area of t he Caribbean generally. 

Mr. Kaolllillan f-elllarked that high freight rates 
had tended t o d1soourage inter-island shipments. Xr. Taussig 
pointed out that not only vas inter-island shipping and 
transportation of vital iaportanoe to the welfare of the 
Caribbean but that air travel and air transport would assume 
an even greater importance 1n the after-war period. There vas 
a poaaib111ty that tour1am throughout the area oould assume 

1aportanoe 

23 

______ l 



• 

• 

iaportanoe aeoond onl;y to that ot sugar in the o•erall 

eoonOQ. Be noted tha~ with aodern plane~, aanr parta 

ot the Caribbean are enn nov onlr senn houa tlring 

tiae troa lew Iork and 1fa~ington. Hr. Taussig thought 

that hotels, oaapa and t1ah1ng olubs· would aid aateriallJ 

in the de'Yelopaent ot tourist traTel. There was general · 

agreeaent that tourist ships as heretotor~ operated were 
• ot little or no ad'Yantage to the island economies ae theee 

tended to exploit the area to the tinanoial ad'Yantage ot 
\ 

eh1pping lines but with little benefit to the population. 

Jl .. ~ •• 

*!R MQBOPOLIES DISCUSSED 

There vae a general discussion as to the question 

ot the need ot monopolise to encourage air eerTioes. Kr. 

Tauea1g took the poe1t1on that monopolies would tend to 

throttle the development ot the multi tude ot local inter­

leland ser.icee necessar;y properl;y to BerTe the islands. 

The Secretary ct State sa1.d that in his e~eri-ende With 

tran~ortation he had found that trequentl;y it had been 

necessary to grant monopolies 1n order to induce' pri'Yate 

capital to take on the work ot developaent. The Secretary 

ot State, however, conceded that it monopolies were granted 

the;y should be under rigid governmental control • 
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Jlr. 'rauaeig then etated that he thought 1 t vaa 

neoeeaary to begin planning at once, that if the .ubJe4t 

vae allowed to rest until the end of the war the Airline• 

would do What had been done to a large extent b7 the 

eh1pping linea - IlSke their plane Vi th a view to the 

interest of areas outside ot the Caribbean and leave the 

Caribbean Island interests entirel7 subordinate or unoon­

eidered. 

Xr. de la Rue remarked that in the case ot 

Pan American Airwqs their plana had been denloped tor 

service and schedules with little regard to the needs ot 

the Island stops en route. There vas general agreement 

that planning shoul~ be considered immediatelJ. 

Xr. Taussig explained that he had in mind something 

similar to the Port A~horit7 in New York. He noted that 

the Port ot Rev York had been developed at first between 
' 

the two states, New York and Nee Jerse7, independentl7 

but that later the two had pooled authorit7 b7 creation 
• 

ot the Port ot New York Authorit7 and that this had been 

done Without an7 teelibg ot loss ot sovereignty ot either 

state and with results that had been satisfactory to all 

concerned • 
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"; 
!be Britiah representative• generally oonaidered 

• that it would be iapoesible to anticipate aooeptance o~ a 

delegation o~ authority to a central body by the 41~terent 

leland Oovernaents, anless and wot11, b7 aeane or conterenoes, 
• 

the dependencies and governments atteoted could be aade 

aware ot the importance to the area ot a central author1 ty. 

'l'HE 8EORE!W OF 8'1'ATJ: SUGGESTS A fUHNIRG OOJO(IT'l'Q 

the Secretary ot State summed up the British 
.. attitude 'by saying that he thought there was complete 

agreement on the ends desired but there was need to consider 

ways and means ot~eaching those ends, Be said he thought . 
a central conterenoe or planning committee should be created 

to consider 

(1) Transportation (by sea and air) 

(2) 'l'ui~te (particularly inter-hland taritte) · 

(3) Quarantine regulations 

(4) Parallel public works. (It was agreed that it was 
desirable tor public works programs in the various 
dependencies in the Caribbean to keep pace with 
one another.) 

(~) Caribbean fisheries 

(6) Other subjects which might be developed later. 

It vas thoUght in connection With this tentative 

list that it would be better to start With one or two aubjects 

ot 
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ot autual interest and iaportanoe in vhioh all ot the 

varioua Island Governaents were oonoerned, and then, b7 

agreeaent, include such other matters ot mutual interest 

aa are acceptable to the Island authorities • 
• 

WHO SBOULI? BE IICLPPIP. 

!here vas considerable discussion as to who 

ahould be included in such a conference. ~•nerall1 it 

vas agreed that representatins of the British lest Indies 

and of the American territories of Puerto Rico and the 
. ' 

Virgin Islands of the United States should first be 

included. This was suggested because of the precedent 

establiahed b7 the Jamaica Conference. 

Kr. Taussig remarked that certain of the Jamaica 

Conference recouendations, in particular stock piles of 

food and the land-water transportation route from 7lorida 

to Puerto Rico had been discussed and negotiated b7 the 

United States Department of State with Cuba, Haiti, and 

the Dominican Republic, With satisfactory results. He 

thought the technique pf this precedent might be further 

developed in connection With the proposed planning oonterence. 

In other words, if the conferende was confined to the United 

States and Great Britain and later included other European 

Dependencies 
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Depen4eno1ea in the Oarib~a, that utten relat1ag to 

the 1ndepeadeat repabl1oe aboald be taken ap W1 tb thea 

tbroagh tbe ua~&al cU,plo .. t1o obunala ot the Ullit.d ltatea 

Department ot State. 

I 

At a subsequent aeaaion ot the oonterenoe, the 

Secretary ot State aa1d that be bad discussed with hie 

adviaers the desirability ot deTeloping a Caribb~an planning 

or regulatory body. He stated that he bad decided to agree 

with t his recommendation. Be suggested a peraanent standing 

body to be called the •Caribbean Oonterence.• Be went on 

t o eay that be thought it would not be well to have the 

members ot this board be given an appointment ot a more or 

leas permanent character but rather that they should be 

changed from tiae to time. Aa to composition, he was ot 

the opinion tha t each group or territory, both ._erioan and 

Britillh, initiall y, should send two delegates, although tllia 
•• wolll.d not liai t the n1111ber ot their apecialieta and advisers 

who misht be sent to aaaiat the delegatee. 

After discussion it was agreed that only Aaerican 

and British territories should be represented at first but 

that the door should be lett open until such time as it was 

deemed advisable to invite other territories Within the 

Caribbean 
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Caribbean to take part in the oonterenoe. 

BEJ.AflOI or MGLO-U'Dl<WI CWBBUI COJDIISIION TO '1'JII 
1QWPJ'! QOIJ'RACI. 1 

f!ae ea.bJeot ot the relatione ot the Caribbeu 

Cont~renoe and the Anglo-'aerioan Caribbean Co .. ieaion 

vaa d1ao~aaed generallJ. 

It was agreed that one ot the co-chairmen ot 

the Coamisaion should aot as chairman ot the Conference, 

thus avoiding the question o! any precedence in this 

ooimeoUon, It the Conference were held in American 

territory, the American co-chairman should act; it held 

in British territory, the British co-chairman should act. 

It tor any reason the appropriate co-chairman was not 

available at any time, the other co-chairman should take 

his place. The precedent set at, the Jamaica Supplf 

• O!ticers Conference at which time the British co-chairman 

was not available and t.he American co-chairman therefore 

acted and then relinquished the chair in favor ot another 

• 

so as to permit the co-chairman to discuss the v&rio~e 

matters from ~he floor, was considered as a aatiatactory 

procedure Which might be followed in caae aimilar conditions 

should arise in connection With the proposed Caribbean 

Conference. 

It 
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It vu apoeed that the aembers ot the Anglo­
American OSribbean Ooaaission should not have a vote in 

' • the Oonterence as aembers ot the Ooaaission but that they 
shouid have tree access to all conterence matters and take 
part in the d1scuuions. At the saae time it was under-
stood that any specialists or experts eaployed as consultants 
ot the oo .. ission should likeWise have access and be ot 
service in the discussions. 

It was agreed that the secretariat of the .lnglo­
Jmerioan Caribbean Ooamission, both regi~nal and local, 
should be responsible tor the preparation and the necessary 
secretarial work tor the Caribbean Oonfereno.e and at the 
same time should be available to serve as the secretariat 
ot the Oo~ erenc e. 

1 CARIBBE!)J CWEHENOE 1 TO IE INITIAI.I.y AN .ADVISORY BODY • 

Attar diecuseion as to the function of the Caribbean 
Conterence, it was decided that it was essential, in view of 
the present political situation, that it should initially be • 
an advisory body. It was etated as an obJective the hope 
that the Caribbean Conference would attain a position ot 
influence and competence and that the local governaente 
would decide to delegate ~o it specific exed~t1ve powers. 

Popular 
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!be· delegatee to the 10aribbean Oonterenoe1 

vol.ll.d be appointed b7 the Oo1oniial. fon:rnore eo tar ae 

the Brit1ah territories are oonoerned. 
• 

XI'. !au111g 

explored thoroughly 'he poss1bll!tr ot soae tor.ala 
• which would per.1t at least one ot the twD delegatee 

to repreeent the people generallJ ot each territory. 

The British thought t.his wol.ll.d be ditt1oult beoa11ee the 

1t conferences would require specialists and it vas not 

possible to foresee in all territories that popular repre­

sentatives would be at the same time expert in su.oh matters 

• 

• 

as might come before the Conference. Further, the authority 

of the GoTernors had to be taken into consideration. The 

Seo.retary ot State agreed to write a personal letter to 

Mr. !aussig indicating hie intentions in this ~atter. The 

letter follows: 

•Colonial 0ft1oe, 
1Downing Street , S.W.l 

1PERSORAI. AND CONFIDER'I'!At. 
1 l7th December, 1942. 

•Dear Mr. Taussig: 
1 When we were discussing Appendix A (West Indian 

Conferences) to the main memorandum yesterday, you 

raised the point whether it would be possible to 

include 
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1nolwde in the appen41x eoae etateaent regardlnc 

the tJPe of repreeentation whi~h JOU oonaidered 

aoat deairable. ' .Uter 41acueaion we found that 

it would not be pollible to find a ni table fol'll 

of vorda agreeable to ua both, and I undertook to 
• 

let JOU know privately what our intentione in the 

utter would be. 

1 I do not think it wUl be poui ble to tie 

the hands of the Governors in this m tter by &nJ 

definite inatruotions as it seems to me to be 

essential that they should be in a position to 

choose as delegates those whom the7 consider most 

fitted to present the views of their government• 

on the matters under discussion at the Conferences. 

But when writing to the Governors on the whole 

subJeot of these Conference•, I shall clearly 

indicate to them that I hope they will find it 

poee1ble to 1nolude among the delegates men who 

oan be regarded as representat1ge of the population 

ae ·a whole. 

1 I hope that thia will satisfactorily aeet the 

point whioh you ra1eed. 

•Yours very sincerely, 
1 0LIVER S'l'.ARLEI 1 ( signed) 
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NOT TO BE FORUM FOR DISCUSSION OF PUR£LY LOCAL MATTERS, 

There was further discussion or the character 

ot the subjects which would be considered as proper tor 

submission to the Caribbean Conference. Mr. Taussig 

pointed out that t~ere was some need or limitation since 

it was not desired tha.t the C11ribbean Conference should 

become a forum for discussion of purely local matters ot 

the individual territories and colonies; that the 

functions of the Conference should be understood to 

relate to economic subjects of interest generally .to the 

entire Caribbean region. 

Mr. Taueeig stated thRt it must be understood, 

in view of the time limitation , thAt he couid not consult 

tofAshington and receive its approval or suggestions in 

time to present them to th e Secretary of State for the 

Colonies and thet the moat he could do was t o indicate 

hi e personal accord and thRt he would recommend to Wash­

ington the subjects upon which agreement had been reached. 

Sir George Gater then said that, of course , in 

connection with the Caribbean Conference , the Secretery 

of State would wish to consult with the Colonial Governors 

before finally agreeing •. 
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'l'HE OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE DlW''l'ED BY THI 

COLONIAL OFFICE AND IRITUI,El) BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
·-

COLONEL OLIVER STAILEY, AliTD MR. TAUSSIG. 
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1. llr. Taussig and llr. de la Rue repree.entina the 

State Department arriTed 1n the 'm:lited ~gdo• on ledneeday, 

9th Dece•ber. Apart from a number ot aub-co..tttee aeet!Dis, 

tour aeet1Di s were held under the ChairJDmship of the 

Secretary of State at which the following were present in 

addition to Colonel stanley, Mr. Taussig, Mr. de la Rue 

end Sir Frank Stockdale, Joint Chairman of the Caribbean 

Co!IDDission. 

11r. llacmillan, ll.P. 

Sir George .Gater 

Sir William Battershill 

llr. Gent 

(Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State tor 
the Colonies}. 

(PeraaneBt UDder Secretary 
ot State). 

(Deputy 'm:lder Secretary 
ot State). 

(Assistant Under Secretary 
ot State} (One meeting). 
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llr. Palmer, JI.P. (Parliamentary PriTate 
Secretarr to the Secretary 
ot State). 

llr. Beckett 

Jlr. Caine 

11r. Da.Ties 

ot the Colonial Office 
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2. Uter 411cudon ctaeral acreea•~-•a• reached 

co the toUOIJtJIC utteu. 

(1) General17 spealdDC a •1Dcle crop econ~ in the 

West IDdies was UDdesirable. lhU1t tbe continuation ot 

cash crops IIUSt be rel~ed uPon to a considerable extent, 

atixed tal'Jiing and animal huebandr7 should be encOIU'aled 

everyWhere both on a larce 1cale (whether b7 private enter­

prise or on a cooperative basis) and b7 peasant holders. 

But it was telt ver7 undesirable that a closed econ0117 s7stem 

should be constituted. 

(2) The economic problems of the Caribbean should be 

regarded more as regional than local problems. 

(3) Inter-island trade should be encourased. 

(4) The possib1litie1 ot industrial development, al­

though probabl7 limited in the aajority ot territories, should 

I not be overlooked. 

I 

(5) Local fisheries with facilities tor storase and 

distribution should be developed and organized. 

(6) 11'h1le an adequate literary and cultural standard 

must be maintained, a greater vocational bias should be intro­

duced into the educational system. 

( 7) There is an urgent need tor a wide iaproveaent or 
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l:aouaiDI aDd ae•ttar7 concUt~ &D4 tor a lar1e school 

lRl1141DI procr ..... • t 

(8) Transportation to and within the Caribbean ia 

inadequate aD4 should be 1apron4. This will need coord1na-

• t1on 8Dd planning on a broad scala. 

(9) The desirability ot making a surTey ot tourist 

possibilities in the region will be considered by the 

Caribbean Commission. 

(10) The question of providing midday meals tor · 

children at school will be investigated by the Caribbean 

Commission. 

3. Approval was given to t he principle ot establishing 

a regular system of West Indian conferences subject to con­

sultation with the GOYernors and GOYernment Departments 

concerned. Details are given in Appendix A. 

4· A sub-comaittee consisting of 

llr. de la Rue, 

Sir Prank Stockdale, 

llr. Caine, 

considered the possibility ot securing from the United States 

the material needed for current development prog~ammea in the 

British lest Indies. It was agreed that in view ot the dis­

turbance to the general econ0111 ot the Caribbean caused by 
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tbe iapact ot the W&l', the car171n£ oat ot tkeae procr-ea 

cumot with eatet7 be poat~ed untU atter the W&l'. Their 

t..ediate uecut1oa. mould in tact be recarcled •• an urgent 

war .. aeure. J.pprOYal was gi'Yen to tbe ooncluaiOill ot th1e 

eub-co.aittee ae reproduced in Appendix B. 

s. A aub-ca.aittee consisting ot 

llr. Tauesig 

Sir Frank Stockdale 

llr. Gent 

Ir. Beckett 

llr. Lloyd 

llr. Bigg 

llr. Davies, 

considered cer.tain problems connected with the application of 

llr. Ierex for an airways concess·ion. Approval was given to 

this sub-committee's conclusions as set out in Appendix C. 

6. A sub-cOIIIIIli ttee consisting of 

llr. Taussig 

Sir George Gater 

Sir William Battershill 

llr. Gent 

Ir. Beckett 

llr. Lloyd 

llr. DaTies, 

considered certain matters connected with Internment ot 
• 
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DoaiDCo. Apprcwal waa g_iven to this sub-co11111ittee's 

conclusiana as set out in AppeDdix D. 

19. Dtctwb!r 194? 

.. 

Initialed bxl 

Colonel 011Ter Stanle7 
Sec 17 ot State tor the 
Colonie a 

and 
Charles W. Taussig 
United States Chairman 
ot the Anglo-Aaerican 
Caribbean Commission 
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Cmfidgtia1 

HaviDC re1ard to tbe tact that tbe experience ot tile 

last tew rear• haa lhown that there are aaD1 aatters chiefly 

ot aocial or econoaic si&niticanoe wh1ch are ot co.aon 

interest to all Caribbean countries, it is •1reed that ·• 

re(Ular srst .. ot West IDdian Conferences abould be in-. 
aU&Urated UDder the auspices ot the Caribbean Co..tasion to 

discuss such matters. Each territory or group in the 

Caribbean area ahould send two delegates. The Conference 

should aeet as and when occasion arises and subjects come 

up suitable tor consideration. It should be a standing 

body; that is not to say th.at the represantatiTes at the 

Conference abould always be the aaae people, but it should 

have a definite continuit)" of existence. The conferences 

should 1n tact follow on the lines of the Jamaica Conference 

which met earlier this year under the auspices of the 

Caribbean Commission. The Secretariat o! the Commission, 

central and regional, would be aTailable to provide assis­

tance. The personnel o! the Conference would be varied 

according to the subject to be discussed. Although the 

Conference would start only with British and Aaerican 

participation, the possibilitr is left open of inviting anr 
other countries such as might be interested in particular 

projects. The Chairllan would be the joint Chairman o! the 
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Caribbean Caaiuioc who is a naticaal of the ten~tor7 
• 1n whieh the COilterence 11 beins hel4. Ill the n .at of 

the approp11tate 3o11lt Chainlall beillg abaellt after the 

proceed~• had baeD forul17 opened b7 hil colleague the 

Chair wou14 -. talteD b7 another aeaber of the Co 1aa1on of 

the aaae · nat1onalit7 a• the abseDt 3o1nt Chatr.an. Other 
• 

lll8lllbera of the Caribbean C«*llliaaion and experts inTited b7 . 
thea would haTe the right of attending all aeet1ng1t of the 

Conference • 

The Conference should be adTiSOrJ' but it would be 

hoped that it would attain a really influential position, 
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and it would be open at any tiae to the interested GOTernments 

to agree among theaselves to delegate to it any specific powers 

which they might think desirable • 

I 
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.lpMpl2tr B. 

frwilifE of ••ttrial.a 1p ordv to gptctite tl!.t 

tlleutim of Dtytlooagt Proq• •• tp Britillh lttt bditl. 
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The disturbance of the general econ~ of the Caribbean 

caused b:y tht illpact of war baa ll&dt it a matter ot urgenc:y 

to carr:y oat certain deyelo~ent projecta in the British 

We at Indies, the execution of which depends on the securing 

of materials trom the United states of Aaerica. 

These fall into two classes:-

(1) Developments aiming at increase of local f ood 

production, processing and storage, and ot other 

local production which will replace imports and 

sa-re shipping, and 

(2) Developments forming part of the general pro­

gramme of Development and Social Welfare to be 

undertaken either out ot funds provided through 

the Comptroller UDder the Colonial Development and 

Welfare Act, 1940 or out of funds prOYided b:y the 

local GOYer.oments out of their own resources. 

A provisional list of the materials which are required 

under the Yarious heads ia attached, There haye been excluded 

from this list an:y •substantial quantities of supplies invol­

Ying iron and steel, copper, and other critical materials. 

2 . As regards the first group of projects, directions 

-
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ha·n been giTen to the GoTel'JlOra conoened that tood 

produotiOD .uat ~· •'solute priority ~•r the pro-

4uetioza of crop, tor export especially OTer 8\ll&r, aDd 

1aportat pr~re .. has been aa4e. Further pr~reu 11 

laapare4 by lack ot certain nppliea. It is qree4 that 

the supply ot aaterlala tor. thia gr9Up ot pro~ecta is 

ot direct nrtt.e Talue. 

3. The second group or pro~ects has becoae or 

great urgenc7 because of the t.pact of war on the 

Colonial econoaies and the dela7 which has alread7 taken 

place 1n iaplementing the prograaae under the Colonial 

DeTelopaeDt and Welfare Act, larsel7 because ot lack ot 

materials. 
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4· It will howeTer be necessaey to exaaine 1nd1-

Tiduall7 the separate classes of ~~&terials 1n relation to 

aore precise estiaates ot the requirements 1nvo1Ted. For 

the purpose of arriTing at such estimates a telegraa is 

beinc eat at once to the GOTernora ot the Colonies con­

cerned asking that precise figures of quantities a&7 be 

despatched as ~oon as possible to the Comptroller. Mean­

while the latter has prOTided 1n the aemor~um attached 

rough eatiaate1 of the aggre1ate quantities or the main 

it8llla l1kel7 to be iUYolTed 1n order that pre11m1nar7 

action aay be taken b7 11r. Tauuis and llr. de la Rue ia­

mediatel7 on their return to Washington. 

' I 



It is UDderatood that it would not at present 
' 

be possible to •riDg aost of the supplies 1n q~stion 
' ' . under Lend-Lease procedure althou&h Lend-Lease supplies 

aay be aade ayaUable for uterials required for 

projects with a direct wartime yalue an4 haYe already 

been agreed to in principle in the case of the l!chooner 
"' 

Pool; ·but the Lend-Lease position could be raviewed it 

the sterling position so deteriorated as to r~nder it 

difficult to maintain the flow of supplies. 

6. It is realised also that there may be dif­

ficulties in shipping supplies, even if priorities are 

secured in the United States. These difficulties are 
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not expected to be serious in the case of Jamaica, Td.nidad 

and British Guiana; they will be greater in the Leeward . ' 

and Windward Islands and in British Honduras. 

7. In order that Mr. Taussig an4 Mr; de la Rue 

may be able to present the case at once in Washington, the 

attached memorandum on the general programme has been 

prepared by the Comptroller. This explains the general 

nature of the individual schemes involYed and the reasons 

which haTe prevented more rapid progress in the past, in 
. 

particular the non-availability of supplies. Details of 

individual schemes wUl be prOTided. 
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8. A polic7 or going ahead as rapidl7 aa po11ible 

with DeTelopaent and Welfare projecta 1n the West Indiea 

at the colt or purchasing auppl1es tor caah 1n the United 

states mar inYolve a tairl7 considerable dollar expenditure, , 
and it will be neceasarr to explain what 1a 1n mind to 

the Britiab Treasurr and get their general concurrence 

1n the proposal. 

A. LOCAL PRODUCTION ETC , 

Fooc1stuffs: 

~ood Storage 
rocess1ng, etc.: 

Agricultural impleaents, especiallr 

hoes and forks. 
I 

Irrigation pumps and valves. 

Air motors and pumps. 

Dairr equipment and fittings. 

Poultry wire and other fenc~. 

Cement for expanded drrtng areas 

for rice mills. (Br. Guiana) 

Distillery plant (for industrial 

alcohol from surplus sugar to 

replace petrol). 

Vegetable driers. 

Flour mills, 

Cold storage equipment. 

• 
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Pifh1pg& 

Local Bbipp1p•& 

Outboard aotora. 

Fiahi.Dg tackle. 
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Auxlliarr ~ines for schooners. 

Plant for cement warka • 

B. DE!E.LOMJT AID WELFARE sc!PS!fflB 

Housing & School 
Build1pn: 

Water supplies & 
irrigatim: 

Public Health: 

011 and Coal: 

Cement 

Timber (fraaes and boarding) 

Roofing (shingles, tiles or 
asphalt composition) 

Sanitarr fittings 

lfalls, screws, hinges and bolts 

Paint (also required f or main-
tenance) 

Tools f or bu1l d1DC {hammers, 
saws, etc. 

Cement 

Pipes (other than steel or cast 
iron) 

Equipment for Health Centres 

To carry out anr of the above 

will put greater demands on local 

transport, electric ~ower 

facilities. Can some concesaion 

be made as regards oll supplies 



... 

to allow tor that? J.Dd 1t a 

ceaent plant nre aet up 1D 

Jaaaica, woW.d addlticmal tuel 

oil be ude aYailable to run 

it? 
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the Coaptroller tor Devtlopaent and Wtltare in the 

Wtat IDdiea is charged with the dut7 of putttnc into effect, 

in collaboration with the several Wtat Indian GOTernaenta, 

the rec01111118ndations of the West Indian Rop.1 C01111isdon with 

the aid of financial assistance troa the United Xingdoaa 

Exchequer under the Colonial DtTelopment and Welfare Act. 

On his rec01111endation 116 schemes have been apprOTed under 

the Colonial DeYelopment and Welfare Act up to date, entail­

ing an expenditure of hl., 764,768, whilst schemes 1nvolT1Dg 

a further expenditure of b500,000 are UDder consideration 

at the Colonial Otfice in London and other abhemes involving 

expenditure of i3,800,000 are before West Indian Governments 

for cansideratian. Actual expenditure has been 111\lch less 

than was anticipated owing to the difficulty ot obtaining 

supplies of essential materials. 

!art iM Econoaic Difficulties. 

2. At the present tiae, principall7 because of shipping 

difficulties, the general economy of the Caribbean possessions 

has suffered, and it is anticipated wlll continue to sutter, 

while at the same time in certain colonies where United 

States bases have been established numbers of employees have 

been disaissed as the work has been brought towards comple­

tion, and in others additional labourers will be dismissed . 
progressively for the same reason. Dock workers, transport 

I 
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labourers aDd. others 1Jl UJ17 of the 1al&Dda are ~lnitel7 

• 

ill need or eOCIIlOIIic aadst&DCe ill consequence ot aich it 

baa nc. becoae aore than ner desirable that •ariou 

aeasur~a ot as•iatance which ha•~ been conte~late4 1n 

the rec~udati~ of Rp:yal Comaisaion should be put 1Dto 

effect aa speedil:y aa aa7 ~e possible. 

3. lluch has already been done to 1Dcrease local food 

production aB4 aore is contemplated 1D order that Shipping 

may be saved. Some food production projects are baudicapped 

and others held up becauae of lack of supplies of build1Dg 

aaterials, asricultural tools and implements etc. It is now 

desirable that the situation as to materials and supplies 

should be re-examined with a •iew to assistine food produc­

tion and fishery developments and endeavouring to put as much . 
of the publi c works programmes into immediate effect, pa.rti­

cularly in respect of agricultural development, schools and 

housing, as may be found practicable. 

General Regu1reaents. 

4. The British territories are very di•erse, and 

whilst the prime need under war time condit ions has been to 

develop food production and save shipping there is still 

need in some colonies fo.r illproved and extended roads. In 

others water supplies must be gt.en first priorit7. Over 
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the area1 a1 a whole it may be said that · schooll are 

1Qt4equate &Dd 1n need ot canai46f&ble repair and ex­

tenalan, that housing is poor aD4 . that sanitation 1a tar 

tr011 satlltact017 especiall,- in the rural areas. In all 

colonies there is need tor creater di?ersiticatian ot 

agriculture and particular!,- tor the development ot mixed 

'farJDing and tor greater attention to food production and 

animal husbandry. 
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5. After discussions with local authoritiel and com-

munitiea, the most pressing needs ha•e been determined and 

greatly increased expenditure under the Colonial Develop­

ment and Welfare Act and from local sources is contemplated 

during the next two years if the necessary supplies can be 

secured. 

Bu1ld1pn. 

6. Whilst local materials will be used as much as 

possible the programme tor schools, housing and other neces-

sary buildings will suffer seriously it certatn essential 

building supplies cannot be imparted. In the sphere ot 
I 

pu~lic health supplies are required to improve the low stand­

ards of sanitation particularly in the rural areas. The 

health unit system which has been so successful in Java, 

Ceylon and elsewhere as the result of the pioneer work ot 

the Rockefeller Foundation is being introduced as taat a1 

possible, but this work is being handicapped by difficult,-

• 



• 
in the conatruction aDl equiPilen11 ot the centrea becauae 

ot abortace ot au~pliea. In the educational field .uch 

expenditure 1a needed tor the 1aproniM!lt of achool build­

illgs and tor addit1anal equipaent. 'l'o aeet ur1ent educa­

tional needs existing schools req~e repair azd extension 

and man7 new achools are necessar,.. Additiooal equipment 

is also neceaaar;y. These new buU41ngs it is proposed to 

construct, as tar as possible, with such local uterials 
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~ as are available but tAe building progr&llllle wUl be held 

• 

up ccms14erabl7 it cement is not procurable and rootinl 

material obtained as well as supplies of frame tiaber, 

boarding, and supplies of sanitar7 fittings and other equip-

ment. 

7. For the development of welfare centres there is 

also need at building materials, whilst little can be done 
I . 

except perhaps in Jamaica and British Guiana .w1tb the 

necessar;y hou.sing programaes until building ~upplies and 

sanitar;y fittings can be obtained. There is alao a ver;y 

great shortage ot nails, screws and bolts as well as ot 

paint. 

Water Supplies 

8. For the illlprovement of water supplies cement is 

l l required for the development of catchments in dry areas, for 

usa 1n dams, where stone ma;y in s011e cases be used, and tor 

~------j 
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the illpro.eamt and protecticm of Yillage nlls. For some 

water schemes which haYe been examined it has beea touad 

that procress will not be possible because of the Shortace 

of pipiDC. 

Foo4 Pro4uct 1m NY' Agriculture. 

9t As has beea indicated earlier 1Jl this note, IIUCh 

haa been dane to develop local food product iao during the 

past twe1 ve months, but more can be done and is indeed 

essential it due account is taken of the shipping position. 

There is howeter a shortage of agricultural tools and 

1Jipleaents, poultry :wire, f'encing, nails, etc. whilst in-

creased production would be possible it air-motors could • 

be obtained for use in connection with well irrigation and 

dairr equipment f'or the development of animal husbandry 

as well as vegetable driers and f'lour mUls for making 
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sweet potato or cassaya f'lour. Additional cold storage equip­

ment is also necessary in some places. 

10 . It is not possible to state with anr degree 

of 'accuracy the actual requirements 1n connection with 

food production, but hoes, forks, shovels and cutlasses are 

very short and possibly 100,000 of each might be required 

during the next 24 months. S'imilarly haamers and saws will 

be required if the school building and housing programaes 

are to be pushed on with. Possibly 10,000 of each might 

be contemplated for the 11hole area. 
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11. Supplies are actuallT required tor the tollow­

inl schemes which hue al.reac~T been apprcweda- Alricul tural. 

de't'elop~~ent 1n all territories. Beal.th units in all the 

lar1er territories. Stock t~ 1n Jamaica, British Guiana . , 
aDd Barbado1. Water aupplie• in Jaaaica, Antigua, Montserrat 

I 

aDd moat at the amal.ler islazda. Materials required in 

connection With drainage ~irrigation schemes in British 

Guiana. Cement for the Kona water reservioir in Jamaica 

and tor other irrigation and drainage schemes. Equipment 

for marketing depots in British Guiana and elsewhere. Some 

material.a tor use in connection with road develop•~~nts in 

British Honduras, Dominica and Montserrat may be required. 

Building materials tor the new Prison Farm in Jamaica and 

also for the proposed children's Homes in the same Col ony 

are al.so required. 

Esti•@tes of Expenditures. 

12. The building programme tor schools has not been 

finally completed but judging from the details already 

secured in regard to British Guiana, Jqaica and the Lee-

ward Islands an expenditure ot not less t~ ~1,000,000 

will be required tor repairs, extensions and new buildings. 

Every endeavour would be aade to push on with this programme 

during the next · 2 years 1.f supplies of the neceuarT materials 

' 
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were available and an .exptmd1ture of 11500,000 should be 
possible. ' 

13. SiliiUarlr with houstng, it ahoW.d be pou1ble 
to provide for repairs extensions to existin& bu1ld1Des 
and tor new buildings to the extent of ,2,000,000 durinc 
the next two rears. These works would provide for can-

• s1derabl7 increased employaent and help to take care of 
much of the labour now being discontinued froa the United 
States bases • 
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14. In addition to the alwe many pro,1ects have been 
prepared to be f1nanced from local sources am the total of 
expenditure which could be undertaken 1n the next two rears 
if materials were available is approxtmatelr ,6,0001 000. 

SuPPlY Regu1reme"*, 

15. Details of requirements are being asked for from 
the several Governments b7 telegram and will be tabulated 
and totalled as soon as the data are available. Those 
Governments such as Trinidad who have not found it neces-
sarr to obtain financial assistance under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act have also been asked to include 
their requ1I:ements for food production prog~ammes and for 
economic and social developments which would be undertaken 
from their own tunds should aupplies be available • 



16. The chief' neeeuitT at the 11011ent 11 the 

wppl)" of eu~tial aateriala for the inoreaae of food 

prol!uct1on and for building uteriala. U the1e could 
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be obtained and ahippiDg of thea aecured aarked pro1reaa should 

be poaaible duriDg the nert two ;reara. Th.,. aa7 be e.z:-
' . pected to !Deluder -

J 

Provisional Estiaate of Supplies required 

Cement 

Frame t 1mber 

Boarding 

20,000 tons 
. 

25 million f eet 

100 mill ion feet 

Shingles (or equivalent roofing material) 
1 million bundles 

Boes, forks, shovels and Cutlasses 
100, 000 of each 

Iammers and saws 10,000 of each 

.. 
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!BS!' !!12U! Am §§RV!CES • 

. 
'l'he questioo of the arrance•nts to be concluded 

with lr. Yerez tor the operation of inter-island air 

aenices between Trinidad, Barbados and the Windward &D4 

Leeward Islands was discussed rlth Jlr. Taussig on the 14th 

Deceaber. 

Kr. Gent explained briefly the history of the question 

and asked Mr. Taussig whether he was in a position to furnish 

any explanation of or information in regard to the objec­

tions felt by the u. s. Government to the arrangements pro­

posed. Mr. Taussig explained that there was a stroog feeling 

in the United States that monopolies as such were open to 

objection unless these were subject to the most stringent 

cc:ntrol. Moreover, it was not clear at this stage what 
I a ir services were likely to be op~rated 1n the Caribbean 

area in the post-war period, and ' the u. s. ' Government would 

not wish any vested interests to· stand in the way ot reason­

able arrangements for the coordination of air services tor 

the whole of the Caribbean area. 

Mr. Gent suggested that the o. S. Government did not 

perhaps fully appreciate the point aade by His Majesty's 
I 

Government which, tor some rea scm which was not clear, had 

not been included 1n the note sent by Lord Halitu to the 

' 
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u. s. GoverDIII8nt, that 1t a1 the reiUlt ot pternational 
~ agreement atter the war exclusive arr&D&eaents tor air 

services should be generally abolished, B.II.G. tor their 
part would not allow the contract to be concluded with 
llr. Yerex to stand in the way ot an international agreement 
on such linea. llr. Taussig thought that 1t the point in 
quest·ion could be made quite clear to the U. s. Government 
there would be some pr ospect ot the withdrawal of their 
obj ections to the arrangements pr op9sed. He expl ained that 
he himself had in mind the possibility of the appointment 
of a Joint Anglo- Amer ican Commi ssion to coordi nate and 
control the operation of a ir services in t he whol e of the 
Caribbean area, in the sa.me way as the Civil Aer onauti cs 
Board control the oper at ion of air services to, in and 
~1\rough the U. S. He would like t o be assured that the 
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proposed ten year agreement with Mr. Yer ex would not "freeze" 
the posi tion in that area and prevent the pr oper coordination 
and planned development of air services there . It would be 
possi ble for him and Sir Frank Stockdal e , as Joint Chairmen 
of the Anglo-American Caribbean Commi ssion to recommend the 
setting up of an air commission on t he l ines suggested above. 
Be could not , of course say whet her such a suggestion would 
be acceptable to the 13r1tish and American Government s , but he, 

~ for his part, would not feel t he same objecti on to the pro­
posed arra.ngements with llr. Yerex provided that i t was clear: -

-· 
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(a) that there would be in the tuture proper arrB.D~e­

menta tor the coordination and plannine ot an inter­

national basis ot the air aervices to be operated 1n 

the Caribbean area; and 

(b) that the arrangements to be cc:mcluded with llr. 

' Yerex would not interfere with the early institution 
I I 

or such planning . 

Kr. Taussig appreciated that it was undesirable that 
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the aareement with Mr. Yerex should be held up whilst a general 

plan for the coordination of air services in the Caribbean 

area was being worked out. He merely wished to ensure that 

American acquiescence in the Yerex a1reement should be linked 

withan understandibg that a wider plan would be considered and 

that no vested interest would be created by thp Yerex. agree­

ment which would. hinder the adoption of such a plan in due 

course. Provided that he was satisfied as to this, Mr • 

Taussig would be willing to use his good offices to assist 

in resolving the difficulties at present felt by the State 

Department . He suggested, however, that it would perhaps 

be preferable it the further representations to be made to 

the State Department by the Embassy in the meantime, provided 

that it was made clear that their further representations to 

the U. B. Government should be synchronized with Kr. Taussig's 

return to Washington • 
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. . 
Appen41x p. 

Bote on •eeting with Jlr, 'l'auasil on 14th Dec•ber aboat 
Do.ingo Case, 
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It was agreed that the Colonial Office should raise with 

Sir Arthur Richards the possibility of Domingo being released 

in Jamaica sub~ect to good beliaTioar and on the understanding 

that, if his conduct oTer a period of twelve months was such as 

to satisfy this condition, the question of granting authority 

for his readmission to the United States would be · sympathetical­

l y considered by the State Department. That Department would, 

of course, not be bound by the views of the J'aaaica Government 

but would exercise an independent judgment on the question 

whether Domingo had in fact shown good behaviour during the 

period of probation 1n the Colony. 
• • 

It the procedure suggested above proved acceptable to 

Sir Arthur Richards, the next step would be to soum the State 

Department, through Lord Halifax. Simultaneously with this 

appr oach llr • . Taussig would be informed and would use his good 

offices with the State Department to secure their promise 

of sympathetic consideration for Domingo's readmiss i on 1t his 

behaviour 1n Jamaica during the twelve mo.nths following his 

release should prove to be satisfactory • 

j 
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liJ:IIOlWIDA OF OOHVERSA'l'IOHS WITH BRITISH OJ'FIOIALS AJIID 

A GENERAL RESUME OF ITINERARY AND OFFIOUL AND UNOrriOUL 

DINNERS AND LUNCHEONS GIVEN FOR MR. TAUSSIG. 

I 

59 



• 

OOIVERSI!IOR Bl'l'ID!N MR. RJ:RBIR! XOlUUIOR, HOD IIIOU'l'AIY, 
~ -IIR. !AUI8IG - IUIDAY, DEOIJIBD 1:5, l~K2. 

-----------

lir horp Gater invited llr. 4e la Rue an4 Xr. 

'*ueeig to luncheon at his countr7 hoae at OkeleJ. Present 
at luncheon were Sir George and Lad)" Gater, Kr. Herbert 
Morrie~, lr. de la aue, and llr. !auseig. 

lr. lorrillon intimated to Mr. !auuig that the 
British Government was considering the possibility ot 

inviting Vice-President Wallace to viait lngland. He also 
thought it might be advisable tor certain United States 
Senators and Congressmen to visit England. 

Mr. Morrison referred to the desire ot John L. 
Levis to have the Trade Union Council recognize the Congress 
of Industrial Organizati~ns, and the refusal ot T.U.O. to 
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do so on the grounds that they did not recognize a 1breakaway 1 

union. However, under .the changing conditions in th- United 
States and the possibility ot peace between the American 
Federation of Labor and the O.I.O. and the high regard that 
the T.U.O. has tor Philip Murray, the matter is again under 
consideration. 

On the question of political retorm in the Colonies, 
Mr. ~orrieon 1 s ideas tended toward a more authoritarian government 

troa 
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tro11 LoD4on rathexo thaD toward i .noreaeed tranobise in the 

Oolonie•. He did not appear to ha•e aaoh detailed kno~edge 

ot the Oolonial probl .. and partioul.arl:y ot the •ariou• 

toras ot Colonial Qo•exonaent• in the Briti•h We•t Indie•. 

He laid great •tre•• on lhe iaportanoe ot the oloseat 

understanding and cooperation between Great Britain and the 

United States, and seeaed an~oas to ~et Aaerioan sentiaent 

at least halt va:r • 
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Sir George Gater mentioned the Domingo problem in 

the presence ot the Home Secretary. Xr. Morrison vas not 

acquainted with this situation. It was brought out in the 

conversation that in the case ot Colonial political prisoners, 

the Home Secretary has the power to admit them into the Unite• 

Iingdom, which from time to time he does. Xr. Morrison said 

this was permitted on the grounds ot military neoessit:y. He 

tt also said that trequentl:y such prisoners were arrested as soon 

as they arrived in the United Iingdo11. ~ 

• 
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LUJJOBBOlf WI'fH RIOBAHD LAW, JIR. 'UUSSIG, IIR. DB LA RUB 
AliD liD MBMBBRS OF PARLI.UIBII'l' 

DBOBMBB& 14, lNJI - lrl& P. M. 

---------------------------
Present: lb-. George Hall, Mr. P. J. l!Joel-Baker, 

llr. Baroourt Jom.tone, ~· P. v • ..,.,.s­
Bn.ns, Major s. P. Jlarkh•m, Sir Bdward 
Grigg, llr. Law, lfzo. i'auslfig, ' Mr. de la Rue 

lfr. Law began the d1SCU88ion a1'ter luncheon bJ 
• 

sa7ing that those present were all aembers o£ Parliament 

interested in the West Indian problaa and anxious to 

become more tamiliar With certain aspects ot it, parti­

cularlJ the political situation. Be then asked Mr. 

Taussig to give a trank statement ot the situat ion. 

lfr. 'l'auas1g outlined the d1tterence in the t orma or 

government or the several colonial possession. in the 

Brithh West Indies. Be called attention part1cularl7 

to the problem ot the three "B's" - Bermuda, the Bahamas, 

and Barbados - the so-called "self-governing~ oolon1es, 

governed bJ a small ~orit,. ot planters and merchants. 

Be pointed out that due to limited tranchise it was 

possible t or small vested groups to pre~ent social and 

economic advances. 

Mr. Btarys-Bvana, ParliamentarJ Undersecretar7 tor 

the Dominions asked whethe.r the Un1 ted States does not 

reserve the right to intervene 1n Ouba it nece88&rJ• llr • 
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!au.s1g replied that by the abrogation ot the 

Platt Amendlllent the United. Stat .. bad reounoed. thia 
right. 'lbia aotion, aaid Mr. !au .. ig, baa bad 

aalutar7 etteota throughout the Weatarn Hemiaphere. 
' 

llr. Tau.s!g waa 1apre .. ed with the taot that our 
changed relatione With CUba were not generall7 known 
among thia particular ParliamentarJ group. It aeemed 
to be ot considerable intereat to them. Mr. ll'au7•-
Evana referred to certain 1ap~rteotiona in the present 
Cuban Goverlllllent. Mr. Tauaalg pointed out that. assuming 
such imperfections existed, alnoe the revolution ot 193&, 
whioh 1n hla opinion waa a social revolution in ita 
deepest sense, the conditions of the people have greatly 
improved. Much social legialation has been passed, wages 
of labor are substantially higher, and worker a in sugar • • 
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plantations have received more aubatantial benefits trom 
the protection afforded Cuban sugar by the United States. 
Mr. Tausalg further stated that our renunciation of the 
right to intervene in Cuba waa taken as an earnest of our 
sincerity in relation to our announced Good Neighbor Polley. 
He concluded that the abrogation of the Platt Amendment can 
in no way be interpreted as having benefitted the United 
States 1n a material way, although it has paid tr•endoua 
dividends in good wUl and trlendahip between the t1n1 ted 
States and our neighbors to the ::South. 



!l'he entire group expressed the opinion that aoM 

action to tmpro•e tbe oonditiona 1D the West Indies, 

inoludtng political retora, ia long oYer-due. 

When Mr. Law th•nked Mr. 'l'auaalg~ all ot the others 

Joined 1D and said the7 greatl7 appreciated th1a trank 

talk. 'lhe7 agreed that it 1a onl7 b7 suoh tr•nlmeaa &Del 

alnoerity that these problema can be understood and 

succeaatull7 solved. 
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DlDBR WI'fH LORD CRABBORBB, VISCOUIIT SIKOB, GDBRAL SIR 
ALAN BROOD, BRl51W.All BRACKEN, SIR GBOROE G.l'l'BR 

8.00 P.K., DBC'I!:MBKR U 

-----------------------

During the general discussion ot the three "B'a" 

(Barbados, Bahamas and S.r.uda), conaiderable interest 

was expressed in what might be anticipated it Parliament 
attempted to extend the franchise over the objections 

ot the locally organized legislative bodies. Lord 

Cranborne thought that in Bermuda the gene~al public 

would probably support the legislature, which would 

create an embarrassing situation. Mr. Taussig suggested 

that due to the extremely limited tranchiae w1 th property 
qualifications the term "public" could hardly be modified 
with the adjective "general". 

The discussion turned to the question of the affect 
or Russian propaganda started among colored people prior 

to ~he entry or Russia into the war and which has served 
to bring about race feeling. This feeling is now being 
increased and extended by l ocal political agitatora, even 
though the Russian inspiration has ceased. 

Mr. Bracken, the Minister of Information, who is well 
acquainted with the United States, stated that in his 

opinion the racial antipathies and inspiration given the 

negroes by the Third Internationals have been tar more 

serious than 1a generally appreciated by the .American 

public. He believes that the very dangerous internal 
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aituation developing in the United Statea baa been 

turporun,. deterred b,. the war ettort, but will 

becoae even . .ore acute when the war ia over. In Mr. 
Bracken'• opinion, Ruaaia regards the United Stat•• 

with ita concentration ot population 1n great industrial 

cities aa a fertile tield tor communiat propaganda 

and the extension ot communiam. He believes, alao, 

that the agricultural population 1e doJII!nated bJ 

the induatrialized centers. The ettort on the part 

ot Russia to extend communism throughout the United 

States after the war will be aided and abetted br 

the intlammabilitr ot the negroes in the United Statea. 

Mr. Bracken takes the position that the negro 

problem 1n the United States is tar more serioua 

than 1n the West Indies, and that the low subsistence 

level in the West Indies works no greater hardship 

than is suffered by the people o; the lower classes, 

particularly the negro-a, in the United States. He 

questions the adviaabili ty of putting these classes in a 

strong position at the present time . 

Both Mr. Bracken and Sir George Gater agreed that the 

difficulties existing in ~he Bahamas are perhaps due to 

economic rather than political causes . They are both 

anxious t o help raise the standard of living and to aasiat 

in improving the entire economic situation. However, ther 

• 
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lett the impression that extenaion ot the tranohiae 

ia a matter to be considered caretull7 and ettected 

onl7 aa the population becomes more capable politicall7. 

Bow political capabilitT i~ to be developed was not 

made clear. 

Viscount Simon discussed at some length Norman 

Manle7 ot Jamaica, sa7ing that he and Lad7 Simon had 

traveled with Mr. and Mrs. Manley t o Jamaica man7 

years ago. He had a very high opinion ot Manley's 

character and ability • 

' 
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OORVDSA!IOJ Wl'l'H '1'HJ: IIIG AT BUQIIIGIWI pau01 
12.~ P.X. to 1.10 P.X., DIOIIBER 16, 19,2. 

--------":"-

A~•'ral Bromley called tor Xr. Tauaeig at the 

bbaaey and drove him to BuoJtlngbam Palace to keep a 12.30 

appointment with the Iing. Before arriving at the Palace 

Mr. Taussig aaked Admiral Bromley if it was Wise to aention 

the Duke or Windsor to the Iing. Admiral Bromley said it 

would be better not to as there was no love lost between 

the two. However, he said it was just possible that the 

Iing would bring up the subject himself. 

Mr. Taussig was presented to the Iing by hie 

Equerry, Captain Campbell. !he conversation took place 

between the Iing and Mr. Taussig alone in the drawing room 

in easy chairs before a fireplace. The Iing asked what 

progress was being aade in our Caribbean discussions and 

seemed to have some general knowledge of the Conferences. 
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He remarked that he suppoaed Mr. Taussig had occasion to see 

hie brother from time t o :time, to which Mr . Taussig replied 

in the affirmative. The talk on the subject was casual, 

primarily having to do With redecoration ot Government House 

since Hie Royal Highness was in residence. The Iing remarked 

that when he was there many yeara ago it was a rather shabby 

• building. 

'l'he 
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!he ling asked Xr. !aussig it he had aeen Mre. 

Rooeevelt since she· had returned, sa7ing that the7 had been 

ver7 happ7 to have had her as a visitor and referred to her 

interest in routh and asked it the a.o.c. Oaapa were coapletelr 
• . 

out ot exietence now. ~. !auseig told h1a that he . thought 

our ezperience with them would aake it eae7 to resurrect 

th1a inatitution it there was a need tor it in the poet-war 

period. The ling referred to hie entertaining American 

officers on thanksgiving D&T, and said that ther had 

expressed surpr1ae to hia at the intormali t7 w1 th which 

ther were treated as ther had a1wa7s thought that the 

English were stiff. Be said that he had talked about the 

C.C.C. Oamps and some of them present had asked him why 

he showed so much interest in them when he had probabl7 

had no experience w1 th c~ps. Be said- he repUed that he 

had run a similar type ot camp commencing sometime in 1921 

tor a period of 12 years. Be said he tried to get bore out 

ot public schools and out of industry into the camps as he 

telt that b7 miXing them it did a lot ot good. 

The Xing made several reference• to hie visit to 

the United States and when Mr. Tauasig remarked that his 

Tiai t had been extremely 11eetul, he said that his Tiai t to 

Canada had been particularlr helpful. 

'l'ha 

• 
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!he tact that the Prel1dent and h1a taa111 had 

three houses at Hrde Park aee•ed to haYe i8preaaed hi• tor 

he oo .. ented on it and aaked Xr. Tausaig it it wasn't the 

tact that the big hoaae had belonged to the President's 

mother, the small cottage to Mrs. Franklin RooaeYelt an4 

the House on the hill to the President. He then referred 
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to the President having driven him to the house on the hill 

in his own oar. !his reference to the President driving 

his own car prompted the IibS to comment on the President's 

ability to overcome hie phfsical handicap and a further 

remark that it was amazing that the President could carr,. 

on auoh treaendoua activities and assume suoh· responsib1lities 

and still retain hie good health. The Iing made passing 

reference to the importance of the United States and Grea.t 

Britain working together in close cooperation in the ~oat-

war period. 

j 
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COitERU!IOR 1flTH IIR. DREB! B•tl, IIIII8TD or LABOR, 
.A'f 'fHE MIIISTI\Y OF LABOR - ~ P .X. , DIODBIR 16, l!M2 

-------------

Xr. BeYiD said he vaa yerr auoh inter~,ted in 

the Oo~onial labor problema, that he had been ottioiall7 

connected With this phase ot GoTernaent aome yeara ago. 
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He spoke of the labor officers who were trained 

in London before being eent to the Colonies. Hr. Tauesig 

spoke very highly of the calibre or the labor otticere sent 

to the British West Indies, referring particularly to Mr. 
Linden in Trinidad and Kr. Horman connected with Sir Frank 

Stockdale's organization. BeTin said that there muet be 

prompt social and economic retora in the British Vest 

Indies, that every effort should be made iamediatelr to 

make a twenty-five year advance in conditione. He discussed 

·unemployment in that area and said that every effort should 

be made Wo provide work projects and not resort to the dole. 

He spoke of building up the initiative of local labor, He 

went into some detail as to the method he was using to train 

Indians to become labor leaders and to assist in the organ­

ization or Unions. He invited us to visit a training center 

but untortunatel7 time would not permit ua to accept. Re 

mentioned that when these Indians vent baCk to India the7 

were referred to aa the 1BeTin Bora.• 
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IIEIIOJWlDtJJI 
OF 

CONVERSATIOB WITH ARTHO!lY EDEB, 4 P.M. to 4.50 P.M • 
DECEMBER 16th, Ill HIS OFFICE IB THE HOOSE OF COIDIOBS ----·-----------

PRESEBT - Eden, 'l'ausaig, de la Rue 

Mr. Eden seemed to be posted as to the general 
• 

trend or our conversations with Col6nel Oliver S~anle7 

and said that he had been inrormed that we had been 

making considerable progress. Mr. Taussig outlined 

to him the tentative memorandum on the West Indian 
' 

Conrerences . Mr. Eden felt these meetings would lead 

to an important development in Colonial policy which 

might serve as a guide in post-war adjustment s. He said 

he ravored some type or federation in the West Indies, 

in Africa and in the Pacific Islands. 

He referred to his recent talks with Ambassador 

Wina.nt about the desirabil1 ty of his goi ng to Washing­

ton to discuss post-war problems. He said that Mr • 
~ 

Winant was to take this up wi th the President, and that 

he hoped t o go to Washington in January. 

Xr. Eden said it was imperative that considerable 

groundwork be laid during the war in anticipation or the 

Peace 
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feaoe Co~erenoe. Be aa1d he oould not 'oonoeiYe ot the 

United ltatea, Great Britain and Ru11ia 101D£ to the Peaoe 

Oonterence Without baYing preYiously 4ra.a up 10111 plana. 

Be aaid he telt that Russia would be cooperatiYe and that 

he had had 10111 talk• V1 th Stalin and that he propo,.d to 

outline these talks to Secretary Hull when he went to 

Waeh1ngton. 

Be aaid he tel t that it was neceaeary and 

definitely possible tor the three nations to cooperate. 

Mr. Taussig brought up the subJect ot the bad etteots on 

American public opinion ot the propaganda indulged in by 

the !bird Internaticnale in the United States. He telt that 

a definite change in policy in this field on the part ot 

the SoYiet was essential it American public opinion was 

to back up cooperation With th~ Soviets • 

. 
Mr. Eden eaid that he wae conYinced that Stalin 

was aware ot this situation and that he was not contemplating 

further propaganda act1Yi ties in other .nations. He a aid he 

saw one danger in the Russian situation which was, that 

because ot their tremendous military res~stanoe the people 

ot Great Britain and the United States might oYer-idealise 
• 

the domestio situation in Ruseta. Be said that dome1tic 

conditions in Ru1sia were not suoh a1 would be oonge~al to 

the 
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the jaer1oana and the ~gl1ah and epok.e of the pou1b1l1 t7 

of the 1blood bath1 1n Europe at the end of the war and the 

neoeeeit;r of the United 8tate1 and Great Britaia being rea4J 

W1 th relief orcao1£at1one te 111 tigate the autfering. He did 

not appear wholl7 optill1eUo that llloh a 1blood bath1 oolll.d 

be pre·t'lnted and felt that the entire euooeee of the Peaoe 

would largel7 depend on the abil1t7 of Great Britain and 

the United ltatea to work together • 

In referring to hie proposed •iait to the Un1tet 

Statea Mr. Eden felt the time had oome to disouae post-war 

boundaries in Europe • 

• 

) 

J 



• 

• 

• 

• 7~ . 

DISCUSSIOJI BETWED COLODL OLIVER ST.lJILEY, SBCRET.&RY 
OF S'UTE POR UB COLOWIBS, AID CJWU.ES W. 'l'AlJSSIG 1 ON 
THE POLITICAL PROBI.BIIS Ill !BE BRITISH WEST DDIES. 

' 

'l'on.rd the 8D4 ~ the general eonterenee 011 social 

&D4 economic problema, Kr. Taussig raised some political 
• 

questions. COlonel Stanley said that he would prefer not 

to make these . discussion's part or the general conterence 

but would be glad to discuss them with lr. Taussig alone. 

Two such discussions took place, one on the afternoon of 

Thursday, Decemb~r 17th, 1n Colonel Stanley's office in the 

Colonial Office, and a continuation of the discu~sion at 

luncheon at the Turf Club, Saturday, December 19th. 

Taussig pointed out to Colonel Stanley that he 

was not interested 1n the political problems of their West 

Indies Colonies from an abstract, ideological Tiewpoint 

but that the political organization of the colonies could 

not be separated from their social and economic affairs. 

Taussig called attention to the fact that, in the con­

ferences just concluded, there had been a general agree­

ment reached on the need for and methods of attacking social 

and economic quest ions. To illustrate the interdependence 

of political, social and economic problems, Taussig pointed 

out that, under the present political organization of, say, 

the Bahamas, the social and economic objectiTes which had 

been 

• • 



76 
been agreed upoo could not be put into effect, that the 

• gcwe~enta of the Bahamas would be unlikely to a-gree to put 

into effect most of the points agreed on in the Loodon con­

fer~nce. Colonel Stanley aareed that such was the case but 

that only an aot of Parliament could cbanae the 300-year old 

constitution• of the three B's (Baba•as, Bermuda an4 Barba4oa) 

and that bia Government wanted to aToid disturbing sucb an 

ancient institution. Taussig said be could understand the 

British veneration for these old constitutions but that, if 

tt a 300-year old constitution served to maintain a 300-year old 

econ0JD7, it seemed to b1m that the constitution would baTe to 

• 

• 

be changed. Colonel Stanley said be could understand the 

concern of the Government of the United States about condi-

tiona in the Bahamas, it being so cl ose to the United States. 

He further stated that, if Parliament were to impose a new 

constitution on the Bahamas or Bermuda against the will of 

the little oligarchy which controlled them, he believed that 

Great Britain would "have a revolution on its hands and that 

the Colonies might attempt to secede from the Empire. He 

said he was aware that there was a serious problem there in 

which the United States had an interest and intimated that 

his Government might attempt to make some change tbrougll dis­

cussion and persuasion. B:e said, if the Colonies could not 

be persuaded to accept a new constitution, it might be 

necessary 
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Mceaaarr t~ Parliament to i.mpoae one upCG thea &Dd take 

the cou.equ~cea. 

StanleJ said hia greatest concern was the problem 

or Jaaaica which he regarded as the most dangerous situation 

1n the British West ln41es. He said that he hoped to act 
I 

shortly in this matter and would probablJ give Jamaica a new 

constitution which would include greatly 1noreased franchise 

and a limitation on the reserve powers ot the Governor. He 

stated that he understood that the lett-wing groups 1n 

Jamaica had unanimously agreed on the type ot constitution 

that they wanted and that be felt that his Government was 

now 1n a position to negotiate withtbem and that probably an 

agreement would be ' reacbed. He turtber stated that his 

Gove~ent was anxious to establish political reforms in 

Jamaica and that it was possible that this might be th,e en­

tering wedge in a complete renovation of West Indian Colonial 

const~tutions. 

Colonel stanley asked Taussig it he thought ~t would 

be useful far him to visit the enited S~ates. Taussig replied 

that he thought that if he were to visit the United States 

it might be well to time it with the announcement of a change 

in the Jamaican constitution which was satisfactory to the 

Jamaicans • Under such cirCUIIIstances a visit by him to the 
• 

United States 

• 
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United States might ha·n a aalut&JI\:r intluence on Anclo­

AIIerican relations. !he question or Colonel StanJ.e:r 

person•ll:y Tiaiting Jaaaica to announce a change 1n con­

stitution was also discussed and it is Taussig's 1apress1on 

that Colonel Stanle7 has this UDd~ consideration. 

Colonel Stanle:y told Taussig or his intention to 

recall Governor Richards to London for a consultation and 

the possibility or Richards not returning to Jamaica. 

Taussig and Stanley discussed 1n some detail Governor 

Richards and his present difficultie s 1n Jamaica. 

The question of inTiting lorman Manley to pay a 
. 

visit to London was also discussed. Stanley felt that this 

would be desirable but questioned whether it could be ar­

ranged as long as Richards reuins Governor. He indicated, 

however, t hat he was giTing consideration to 1nT1t1ng 

Manley to Londm • 

J 
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LtJRCBJX)I n'l'H nKS'l'ON OBt1RCBILL A! 10 llOQIIG S!JIEH 
DIODIID 17, 1942 - 1.~ P.X. to :5 •• 15 P.X. 

• !be Secretar7 ot State tor Colonies, Colonel 

Oiiver Stanle7, aocoapanie4 !auseig from the Colonial · 

Ottice to 10 Downing Street to lunch with the Priae 

Minater. Present at the luncheon were the Priae Miniater 

and Mrs. Churchill, Xr. and Mrs. Ronald Tree, Lord Portal, 

Oliver Stanley and Taussig. !aueeig eat next to Mrs. 

Churchill. During aoat ot the luncheon, she told him 

other trip With Lord Moyne and the Royal Commission to 

the British West Indies in 1928. 

After lunch the ladles lett the rooa and the 

Priae Minister asked Taussig to ait next to him. Be 
. 
pointedly opened the conversation With the blunt etateaent, 

• 

1Rations live on their traditions, or die.• Be continued, 

1Your country has its traditions which you cheriah. In 

Washington you have a 720 ft. obelisk erected to the ... or7 

ot George Washington. When I tlew to Washington last auamer, 

I made a non-stop flight to the Potomac. As we were 

approaching Washington, we were flying low. I told the 

pilot about Washington Monwaent. I said it would be aoat 

inappropriate it we hit it and aade him climb to le500 r•et. 

We 

• 
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We aleo have our trad1 tiona and a e. long ae I aa here, 

we Will hold to thea and the •pire. We Will not let 

the Hottentot• b7 popular vote throw the white people 

into the sea; nor let the Syrians b7 popular vote throw 

o1.1t the Jev1. 1 

• 

!he Priae Xinilter then la.unched into the 

el.lblect ot Wendell lfpnse. Be ea1d that Willkie knew . . 
nry little abo1.1t the Empire and on hie trip aro1.1nd the 

world vieited tev parte ot it and, where he did land, he 
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saw little more than the airport. Be finished ott Willkie 

with the following statement, 1I aa not going to accept 

lese favorable terms trom that other Geraan W1llkie than 

I oollld get trom Bitler.• Be vent on to say, 11hen I vas 

in Waehin8Dn, the President asked me to broaden the Atlantic 

Charter, but I refused. We Will stick to o~ original 

agreement. The Atlantic Charter only applies to the occupied 

countries ot Europe.• 

The Prime Minister then talked about the British 

Colonies. 1 There vas a time,• he said, •many years ago , 

when our Colonies supplied a aall amount or capital to 

England; never as much as they were rep11ted to. But nov 

capital m11et be supplied to the Colonies trom Britain. Years 
• 

ago, when I vas in the Colonial Ottioe, I would be sent to 

Weet 
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Weat Atrioa when a oolonr tailed to balance ita b~dget • 
• It it vent into debt tor one h~dred tho~aand po~da 

the Boae GoTernaent would aake up the detioit and I wo~d 

out their budget b7 d1sapproTing a water closet tor the 
Aaaistant Colonial SecretarJ. 

1Atter the war th1nga will ohange and we aust 
tate care ot our Colonies. We Will aet ~P a reTolTing 

tund ot one h~dret a1111on pc~ds to tate care ot thea. 1 

Colonial StaDler reaaarked to the Prime Minister 
that Tauaaig had considerable knowledge ct the Br1t1ah West 

Indies; in taot, he knew more about them than a good manr 

officials in the British GoTernaent. Taussig d1aaTowed 
this but took the oooalion to reaark that the United States 

had an important interest in the Caribbean and what happened 
in all the islands ot that area waa ot great staategic 

importance to the United States and disorders in anr part 
ot the Caribbean had unpleasant repercussions in the United 

States. Taussig further said that he was happf that the 
United Statea and Great Britain were now cooperating in an 

ettort to solTe some ot the more pressing prob!ema ot that 

area. The Prime Minister responded b7 saring that the Caribbean 
wae one ot many parts ot the world where there Will have to 
be much intermingling ot the atta1rs ot the United States and 

Great 
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Great Britain. He added that the Ialandl or the Paoitio 

was another auoh area. 

fhe Priae X1niater referred to hie rtai t to Moaoow 

and b1a tallr.a W1 th Stalin. He aaid tlat he had to14 Stalin 
or the propoae4 invasion ot Borth Atrioa. He aaid that it 
auet reaain the moat aeeret or aeorota. Stalin aaid he 

oould keep a aeoret but that he waa not eo stare abou·t the 
English. faunig said that LitYinoY had aade a aillilar 

remark about the Unite• States. The Prime Minister went 

on to say that Stalin had kept his word and had not eYen 
told Wendell 1flllk1e about the African program. That, 

according to. Churchill, was why 1f1llk1e, unavare or what 
waa planned, had made his •second-tront-pro441ng1 speech 

in Moscow. The Prime Minister spoke about how amazingly 
well the secret of the invasion had been kept notwithstand­

ing t he tact that t housands knew ot the plans. He referred 
to some of the met hods used tor maintaining this secrecy, 

suoh as putting false marks on packing boxes, etc. He 

referred to another incident ot a war secret being kept from 
the Germans under the greatest di!ticultiee, when the Battle-

' 
ship Nelson, Badly damaged, had la.id at anchor in the Clyde 
tor weeks without ever having been attacked by German planes. 

During the conversation, Taussig remarked to the 

Priae 

j 



triae Jl11l1eter that hiel etateaent onr the raiU.o gi:~ing 

to frea1dent BooeeYelt tull ore41t to~ the Borth Atrioan 

inYaeion had been well reoeiYed in the United 8tate1 

and had aater1all y helped in building up better Anglo­

Aaerican relatione. fhe Priae Mipie~er responded by 

laying that he telt lapelled to sake that etateaent. 
1 fhe Preeident, had he yielded to pol1 tical expediency, 

could have preaaturely aoved the inYaeion plans ahead 

83 

eo that the inYasion would have commenced betore election, 

but in the prosecution ot the war, the President has shown 

himselt to be above all partisan considerations. I could 

do no lese than to emulate the President in this respect 
I 

and publicly to give him the credit which rightfully was 

hie. 1 

fhe Prime Minister r eferred to t he progress of 

the war. 1 I am not coap1acent but --- we are now Winning 

the war. It aay still take one, two or eYen three years, 

to win the European war. Then we will throw everything we 

have into the Pacitic --- but, as Abraham Lincoln ea1d, we 

¥111 only tight one war at a time.• 

During the luncheon, the Prime Minister expressed 

concern over the destruction ot trees in the United Iingdoa. 
' 

He said that 1 any man Who doee not plant three treu tor 

eYery 
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..-rr tree we are toroed to deatror abould ~~ wb1pped. 1 
I 

Be then said with eaphasis, 1 '1'he new tree• ahould not be 

ooniters.• 

lotw1 thatanding the oolortal language the Priae 
• K1n1eter ueed and the aeperi t7 he shown -in t~k1ng about 

Willkie, he appeared to be in excellent haaor and was 
part1oularl7 pleuant and cordial to Taussig. Be asked 
Taussig to produce hie 'Short Snorter• certificate. When 
Taussig told him that he had not as ret been initiated, the 
Prime Minister insisted on making him a member forthwith. 
As the only other Short Snorter at the table besides the 
Prime Minister was Ronald Tree, he sent tor Commander 
Thompwon in order duly to initiate Taussig. The Prise 
Minister explained that he had added some new rules an~ 
that, it a member was in a ehower bath when he was challenged, 
he would now have tour ainutes to produce his certificate. 
He said that he had invited Mrs. Roosevelt to beoome·a Short 
Snorter but, as there we~e sevea Short Snorters present and 
it woul d have cost Mrs. Roosevelt t7.oo, she declined to 
become a member. Tauseig got by with the modest expenditure 
ot fifteen shillings. 
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. 
. COJIVERSATION WITH SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS 
nmJ.Y, DECBMBJm 18, 1942 - 6 to 7 PM 

- ------------

PRBSERTa Cripps and Tauasic 

Sir Stafford told Taussig that he formed the 
.. 

Peoples National Party in Jamaica when he was in Kingston 
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in 1938. He asked Taussi g what his opinion was of Norman 

Manley of Jamaica, the leader of the Peoples National Party. 

Taussig told him that he knew Manley very well and regarded 

him as a sincere, able Left-wing leader. Sir Stafford asked 

Taussig if he knew Robert Kirkwood of Jamaica, who is a 

friend of Manley and a member of the Legislative Council. 

Kirkwood is a cousin of Sir Leonard Lyle and manages t he 

Tate & Lyle pr.operties in Jamaica . He is an active Socialist 

and a bitter opponent of Governor Ri chards. Cripps told 

Taussig of his talk with Kirkwood when he was in London a few 

weeks ago and thought Kirkwood to be extremely able . Kirkwood 

i s actively working for a new constitution. (Taussig did not 

know whether Cripps was aware that he, Taussig, had arranged 
' 

tor Kirkwood to see him.) Cripps t old Taussig of his recent 

correspondence with Manley and that he was instrumental in 

effectiog an agreement between Manley and his followers and 

Lord Cranborne on a change in the Jamaican constitution 

which included the granting of \Uliversal suffrage . He said 

that 

~. 



that ~or,e~nor Richard• ot Jaaaioa was beinl recalled tor 

consultation and that he hoped he would not be returned 

to Jamaica. ~ir Stattord said that Taussic had coae to 

London at a most opportune tiae, that a new Secretary ot 

State could inaugurate a new Colonial policy more easily 
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at the beg1nn1Dg or his incumbenc7. Cripps asked Taussig 

to suggest to OliTer Stanley that he. make a trip through 

the Caribbean. He also asked whether Taussig thought it 

would be useful for the Secretary of State to visit the 

United States . Taussig replied that such a visit would 

only be usetul if the Secretary could announce a specific 

liberal Colonial policy backed by some ag1ressive political 

moves ot importance in the Caribbean, such as a change in 

the constitution of Jamaica granting universal suffrage . 

Taussig further stated that a mere repetition of the ulti­

mate objective ot Great Britain to grant self-government 

to her colonies in an indefinite future would not make 

such a visit useful. Cripps agreed with that point of 

view. Taussig outlined briefly to Cripps the memorandum 

which Stanley and Taussig had agreed upon relating to social 

and economic changes in the British West Indies. Cr ipps 

said that this agreement, if carried out, wouldgto a long 

way toward solving the more pressing problems ot the 

British West Indies. 

Cripps 
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Cripps made one reference to India, saying that 

he had receiTed great assistance rr011 Louis Johnson and 

further stated that, it Gb•ndi had not been stubborn, an 

agreement would have been reached. 

Cripps cautioned against the United States ad­

mitting Domingo into the country as an "out" for J8Jiaica. 

He said that the Jamaicans would resent it as an indication 

of United States participation 1n the banis~ent of Domtngo. 

He approved of admitting Domingo into the United States 

a year after his release 1n Jamaica • 

• 



• 
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RUtJD or IHHEIWlY 

December 1. Lett Washington b1 Arm1 plane. 

December 9. Sir George Gater, Sir Frank Stockdale, and Mr. Gell•an, 

Fir1t SecretarJ ot the American Z.bae•y were at the 

Rallroad Station in London, on our arriTal. 

Oonterred with Sir George Gater and Sir Frank 

Stockdale as to the program, 

Oonterred w1 tb Ambassador Winant a1 to general 

program and w1 tb regard to hie 1ugge1t1on• and in-

structions. 

December 10. 0t:fic1al calla at the Colonial Ottice where Sir George 

Ga~er presented Mr. Taussig and Mr. de la Rue to The 

Right Honorable Oliver Stanley, Secretary ot State 

December 10. 

tor the Colonies, and various other o:fticiale ot the 

Colonial 0:f:f1ce. 

Otticial Lunoheon at the Savoy Hotel where Colonel 

Stanley made an address ot welcome. The :following 

were present: 

Rear-Admiral Sir Arthur 
Bromley, IOMG., CVO., 
Ceremonial & Reception 
Secretary to the Secre­
tary ot State tor the 
Colonies; 

Sir William Rook, IOB., 
Ministry o:f Food; 

Sir Frank Stockdale, JCOMG., 

Lord Privy Seal; 
Sir George Gater, 

KCB, CMG, DSO,, 
Permanent Under­
Secretary ot State 
tor the Colonie•; 

Winthrop Brown, 
Esquire, American 
Embassy; 
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OBE., Comptroller 
tor Developaent & 
Welfare, Weet Incliee; 

Sir Henry rrench, ~CB., 
IBE., Permanent Secre­
tary, Xtn1stry ot rood; 

Sir Richard Hopkins, 
GCB., Penaanent Secre­
t•rr, 'l'reaeury, and 
Head ot Hie MaJesty's 
Civil Service; 

'l'he R1gh t Honorable 
Harold Kaom1llan, 

. M.P., Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of 
State tor the Colonies; 

H. Freeman Matthews, Es­
quire, Counsellor ot 
American Embassy; 

The R~ght Honorable 
Viscount Cranborne; 

Dr . E. F. Penrose, 
Special Assistant t o 
the Ambassador 
(Mr. Winant); 

His Excellency the 
Honorable John G. 
Winant; 

The Right Honorable Lord 
~colton, CH., JP., 
Minister ot Food; 

Alan N. Steyne, Esquire, 
American Embassy; 

Nevile Butler, Esquire, 
CMG., CVO., Counsellor 
(Minister Plenipoten­
tiary) Foreign Oftice; 
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• 
'l'he Honorable R. H. Brand, 

OKG., Head ot Britieh 
rood Miseion at Waehinston; 

Sidney Caine, Eequire, 
riDaDoial Adviser, 
Colonial Ottice; 

Sir William Battershill, KCMG., 
' Deputy Onder-Secretary ot 
· State, Colonial Ottioe· 

Sir Cyril Hurcomb, ~CB, isE., 
Director-General, Ministry 
ot War Transport; 

Sir Frederick Leith-Ross 
GCMG, KOB., Chiet Economic 
Adviser to His MaJesty's 
Government; 

The Right Honorable Lord 
Leathers, Minister of War 
Transport; 

Colonel The Right Honorable 
Oliver Stanley, MO., M.P., 
Secretary ot State for t he 
Colonies: 

Sir Eric Machtig, KCMG., 
OBE., Permanent Under­
Secretary ot State, Domi­
nions Otfice; 

G.L.M. Clauson, Esquire, 
CMG., OBE., Assistant 
Under-Secretary ot State, 
Colonial Office: 

Col onel Sir Eric Crankshaw, 
KOMG., MBE., Secretary ot 
Government Hospitality 
Fund. 

December 11. First official conversations held at t he Office 
ot the Secretary of State. The following officials 
were present: 

Colonel Stanley, 
Secretary ot 
State tor the 
Colonies; 

Mr. H. Beckett Head ot 
West Indian Department: 
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c. 1f. Taueaig, 
Eaquire; 

Sidney de la Rue, 
Esquire; 

Hr. Gerald E. H. 
Palmer, M.P., 
Parliamentary 

• Private Secre­
tary to Colonel 
Stanley; 

Sir William 
Battershill, 
Deputy Under­
Secretary of 
State; 
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!he Right Honorable Harold 
Macmillan, M.P, Parlia~ 
mentary Under-Secretary 
ot State tor the Colonies. 

Sir George Gater, Permanent 
Under-Secretary of State; 

Sidney Caine, Financial 
Adviser. 

Mr. !. W. Daviea, Principal, 
West Indian Department; 

Sir rrank Stockdale, Comp­
troller or Development; 

Luncheon at the Oxford and Cambridge Club with Sir 
George Gater at which were present Hr. Sidney Caine and 
Mr. Sorenson, M.P. (Liberal). 

Dinner was given by Sir Frank Stockdale at the 

Savoy Hotel. The fo~owing guests were present: 

Sir William Battershill, 
IOMG., Deputy Under­
Secretary of State 
for the Colonies; 

Mr. c. J. Jeffries, 
CMG. , OBE., Assistant 
Under-Secretary or 
State, Colonial 
Office; 

Mr. H. Beckett, CMG., 
Head of West Indian 
Department, Colonial 
Office; 

Mr. s. Caine, Financial 
Adviser t o Secretary 
ot State tor the 
Colonies; 

• • 

Sir Ivan Davson, XBE • . , 
Chairman of the Wee t 
India Committee; 

Mr. Er.ic Macfadyen, JP, 
Chairman of Governing 
Body or the Imperial 
College of Tropical 
Agriculture, Trinidad; 

Sir William Gavin, CBE., 
Chief Agricultural 
Adviser to the Minister 
or Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 
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December 13. 

December 14. 

c 

c 

December 14. 
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Lunch at Sir Gater's home Okeley, Surrey. 

Sir George and Lady Gater entertained Mr. Taussig and 

Mr. de la Rue and Mr. Herbert Morrison, the Home 

Secretary. 

Conference at Colonial Ottice with Sir George 

Gater on the Yerex and Domingo casea. 

Luncheon given by Mr. Richard Law at the savoy 

Hotel. Present were the following guests: 

The Right Honorable 
George Hall, 
M.P., Labour 
Member tor 
Aberdare, Finan­
cial Secretary, 
Admiralty (late­
ly Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary 
ot State tor the 
Col onies); 

P. J. Noel-Baker, 
Esquire, M.P • . 
Labour Member tor 
Derby, Parliamen­
tary Secretary, 
Ministry of War 
Transport; 

P. v. Emrys-Evans, Esquire, 
M.P. Unionist Member 
for South Derby, Parlia­
mentary Under-Secretary 
for the Dominions; 

Major s. F. ·Markham, M.P., 
Nationa.l Labour Member, 
South Nottingham since 
1935; 

Sir Edward Grigg, ICMG. , 
ICVO., DSO., MC., MP., 
Unionist Member tor 
Altrincham since 1933, 
Governor of Kenya, 
1925-31. 

Harcourt Johnstone, Esquire, 
M.P., Liberal Member tor 
Middlesbrough, Parliamen­
tary Secretary, Department 
ot Overseas Trade; 

A conference was held with Ambassador Winant at 

the Embassy at which the Ambassador was given a brief 

account of the conferences and discussions to date. 

Lord Cranborne entertained in the Painted Room 

ot the Claridge. There were present: 
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December 15, 

Lord Cranbor ne, 
Lord Pr1TJ 
Seal; 

The Right Hono!'-­
able Vieoount 
Simon, GOBI, 
OOYO,, OBI:, 
Lord Chancellor 
(from 19~7-1940 
waa Chancellor 
ot the Exchequer); 
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General Sir Alan Brooke, 
XCB. , DSO, Couandl!'--
1n-Cbiet' , Home r oroee; 

Brendan Bracken, Minister 
ot Intormat1on; 

Sir George Gater, 

A viai t to the M.1n1e try or Home Seouri t)' where 

General Luoae in charge or the Home Detenae took ue 

through tba War House, attar vhiob Mr. Tauaeig and 

Mr. de la Rue proceeded to the Oftioe of the Beoretar)' 

of State for the Coloni es to continue ottioial oon-

versatlone. 

Mr. de la Rue and Mr. Sidney Caine and Sir Frank 

Stockdale then met at Dover House as a Bub-Co1Dl111ttee 

to discues the ~rocurement or materiale and euppliee, 

Sir George and Lady Gater entertained at the 

Oxtord and Cambridge Club. 

Sir George and Lady 
Gater; 

The Honorable Mrs. 
Alfred Egert,on 
(Sister or Sir 
Starford Cripps); 

Professor Julian 
Huxle)', Secretary 
ot the ZOological 
Society ot London; 

There were present: 

The Right Honorable 
Harold Macmillan, M.P., 
Parliamentary Under­

.secretary of State for 
the Colonies; 

Mr. de la Rue; 
Mr. Taussig, 
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Arter dinner the Right Honorable Harold Xaomillan, 

aince delignated ae .Kiniater to the rrenoh Government 

ot North Arrioa, Xr. Taueeig and Xr. d e la Rue went 

to Pratt'• Club and continued their oonver1ation • 

Hie XaJe•tY the King received Kr. Taua eig at 

12:30, Kr. Taue1ig being conducted to Buckingham 

Palace by Admi ral Sir Arthur Bromley. 

Lunobeon wae given by the West Indian Committee at 

the Dorchester Hotel. The rollow~g gueeta were 

present: 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Sir Ivan Daveon, 
O.B.E, (Chairman , 
West Indian Com­
mittee) Direotor, 
Henry J;. Davson 
& Oo, Ltd; 

Xr. J. Gordon Killer 
(Deputy Chairman 
W. I . O. , Chairman, 
Caroni, Ltd, ) 

Mr. H. J . J. Fr eeman 
(Deputy Chai~an, 
W.I.O. Direotor, 

·Jonas Browne & 
eon Ltd,); 

Mr. A. X. Armour 
(London Managing 
D1reotor, Booker 
Broe. McConnell 
& Oo. , Ltd, ); 

Mr. J . M, Campbell 
(Direotor, 
Boo Iter ' a Demerara 
Sugar Estates 
Ltd,); 

Mr. A. Elder (Di rec tor, 
Gillespie Bros. & Co,, 
Ltd. ); 

Mr E. Oaaalaton Elliott 
(Direot or, Trinidad Sugar 
Es tates, Ltd.); 

Mr. W. G. Freeman, s.so, 
(Formerly Dirsotor ot 
Agrioulture, Trinidad); 

Mr. T. Greenwood (Dir eotor, 
Booker ' s Demerara Sugar 
Estates Ltd.); 

Mr. H. L. Q. Henri ques & 
Co. Ltd, ); 

Kr. E. D. A. Herbert, O, B, E. , 
K,A, (Managing Direotor , 
Tr1n1dad Leaseholds Ltd, ); 

Lieutenant Colonel H. 0. B. 
Hickling, C. B. E. , 
D, S. 0,, M, 0 , (Late 
resident General Manager, 
Apex (Trinidad) Oiltielde 
Ltd, 1919-371 now Direotor 
ot t he above/; 



December 16, 

l 

December 17, 

--- - - -------------------------

•• 

Mr. J, du Buiason 
(Chairman, Ste. 
Madeleine ~ugar 
Co,, Ltd, Direc­
tor, Antigua 
Sugar Factory Ltd, ); 

Sir Alexan4er Roger, 
11:, C. I, E. (Direc­
tor, Barbados 
Telephone Co. Ltd,, 
Chairman, Tripi-
dad Consolidated 
Telephones Ltd. , 
Vice Chairman 
Jame~oa Telephone 
Co., Ltd,); 
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Sir Alfred Sherlock 
( Chairman

6 
Booker 

Br.os. J:(c onnell & 
Co., Ltd. ); 

Mr. E. J. Iing, M, C. 
Major C. Wynne Roberts -

Joint Secretaries, West 
l:ndia CoiDIDittee 

The Minieter or Labor, the Honorable Ernest 

Bevin received Mr. Taussig and Mr. de la Rue at 

three o'clock, 

Mr. de la Rue, Mr. Sidney Caine, and Sir Frank 

Stockdale continued their conference or suppli es and 

material at Dover House during the afternoon. 

Conference with ~thony Eden in his office at the 

House or Commons from 4:00 to 4150 p.m. 

Mr. Taussig lunched with the Prime Minister and 

Mrs, Church.111 at 10 Do~ng Street. Thera were 

present: 

Prime Minister and Mrs, 
Churchill; 

Mr. and Mra. Ronald 
Tree; 

Lord Portal; 

Oliver Stanley; 
Mr. Tauadg 

Mr. Gerald Palmer and Mr. de la Rue together with 

several ot Mr. Palmer's colleagues lunched at the 
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December 18. 

-- --- - ----- ---------- ------------
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House ot Commons, and' atterwarde Mr. de laRue 

talked w1 th Mr. Anthony Eden and Mr. Richard Law. 

At tour o'clock conterenoee were resumed in the 

O!tioe ot the Secretary ot State tor Colonial Attaire • 

Mr. de laRue, Mr. T. W. Davies, Principal Weet 

lnd.ia Department-, Sidney Caine, Sir Franlt Stockdale 

and Mr. Gerald Palmer {Parliamentary Private Secre­

tary to the Secretary ot State) met to complete 

Appendix B or the report . 

Mr. Taussig and Mr. Richard Law conferred from 

q:45 to 7:45. 

Colonel Oliver Stanley gave a dinner !or Mr, 

Taussig and Mr. de laRue at the Dorchester. There 

were t he following present: 

The Viscount 
Cranborne, PO. , 
Lord Privy Seal; 

The Right Honorable 
Sir Archibald 
Sinclair, Bart., 
KT,, CMG,, MP. ; 

Secretary or State 
for Air and Presi­
dent ot the Air 
Council; 

The Right Honorable C. R, 
Attlee, M.P., Secretary 
ot State tor Dominions 
and Deputy Prime Min~ster; 

The Right Honorable Lord 
Leathers, M.inieter or 
War Transport; 

The Right Honorable Harold 
Macmillan, M.P. Parliamen­
tary Under-Secretary or 
State tor the Colonies. 

The revised draft or the report together with the 

revised appendices were received at the Embassy at 

noon. 

Mr. Taussig was given a luncheon by the Politioal 

and Economic Planning Association. 
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At three o'clock Sir Frank ,Stookdale and Sir 

George Gater had a press oonterenoe at the Ministr7 

ot Intormation. 

The ottic1ala ot the Colonial Office gave a 

farewell tea party for Mr. Taussig and Mr. de la Rue, 

at 8 Park Street. 

Sir Stattord Cripps received Mr. Taussig at 

six o'clock at the Air Ministry". 

The Minister or Finance and the Secretary General 

ot Economic or the Netherlands conferred with Mr. de 

la Rue in the Ottice or the Minister or Commerce or 

the Netherlands at Stratenhouse. 

December 19. Mr. Taussig lunched at the Turf Club with Colonel 

Stanley. 

December 26. Arrived in the United States by boat. 
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