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May 13, 1944

My dear Mr, President:

I am transmitting to you a "Seesed' report
§o- o § on the first West Indian Conference which contains
',i some detalled observations made by the United States
: Sectlon of the Anglo-American Caribbean Commigsion,
p an adviser from the Department of State present at
f the Conference, the OWI press adviser and two dele-
gates from Puerto Rico, |

There is also included in this report the J
observations made by the delegate from St. Thomas [ |
as submitted to the Municipal Council of 8t., Thomas

and 8t., John as well as the ratification by the
Council of the report, Excerpts from newspaper
and magazine articles are included,
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Commentg on 8ir Frank Stockdale and the
' Governor of Barbadog.

There was evidenced from time to time on the part
of 8ir Frank Stockdale a lack of frankness in hls ap-
proach to some of the problems before the Conference
and before the Anglo-American Caribbean Commigeion.
This can probably be sttributed to his own pecullar
approach rather than the technique of the Colonial or
Forelgn Office. It was also evident that B8ir Frank
was pulling the strings in relation to hig asdvigers'
activities.

The most reactionary delegation was that from
Barbados, and Stockdale appeared to be dleginclined to
press fo# a forwerd-looking report that went beyond
the myopic vision of the Barbadian delegation. Thie
attitude on the part of Stockdale was out of keepling
with hle generally mufe liberal attitude and probably
was prompted by personal uunaiderations.

Stockdale 1s anxlous to maeintain hleg headquarters
in Barbados for sgeverel reagons, including the fact that
Lady Stockdale 1s a Barbadian by birth. Any majﬁr’hnn—
troversy with the dominant group in Barbados would mske

1t unpleagant for him.

On
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On one occasion, Stockdale complained to Taussig
that when the visliting Members of Parlisment were in
Barbados some weeks ago, the Governor, Sir Grattan Bushe,
kept them at Government House and had warned them that
nothing constructive could be done in Barbados so long
ag the present dominant reactionary group was able to
malntaln 1ts power under the exleting constitution. Thie
statement wes the result of a remark by Taussig to Stock-
dale that he had noticed evidence of a somewhat more
progressive point of view on the part of the merchants
and planters of Barbados. Stockdale Jumped at this and
esked Mr, Taussig 1f he would wrlte him a letter to that
effect, which he wanted to use in London to counteract
the statemente of the Governor to the Members of Parlia-

ment. (Taussig developed writer's cremp).

Locsl Situation.

Taueslg had a number of conversatlions with the
Governor. The Governor sald that the sltuation in Bar-
bados was such that 1t was almoet impoesible to do eny-
thing constructive. He sald that without the support
of the white element in the Agsembly, no leglslation
could be enacted, so that he was forced to make conces-

slong to them which antagonized the liberal color2d

members
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members. Asp a congsequence, he gald he was generally
disliked by both groups, and the leglelatlve processes
were lnterminably slow, He complained about the type of
officials sent by the Colonlial Office to the West Indles.
He said that they were not of sufficient numbers and
generally not too competent. So far as the Governors
were concerned, they were of two types: Some were able
men who were sent to the West Indles as & stepping stone
to the more lucrative poste in Africa. (The Governor
added that the Africen colonles were the pets of the
Colonial Office.) The other Governors were men not
regarded ss sufficlently competent for African posts.
The Governor gald that ae a matter of fact a higher

type of ability wes required in the West Indles than in
Africa.

Pergonslitiesg

Both Stockdale and the Governor admitted to Taussig
that they frequently clashed. The Governor admitted,
however, that Stockdale had one great asset go far as
the Governors of the Britigh West Indies were concerned--
he waes so discreet and careful in hig approach to West
Indian problems that he dispelled the fears of most
governors that he might, in effect, constitute himgelf
a Governor General of all the West Indies. This super-

cautiousness
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cautiousness on the part of Stockdale undoubtedly accounte

in some measure for hie weak leadership end the lack of

any substantial progrees by the West Indian Development
and Welfare organization. The general impression of the
work of that organization 1e that 1t 1s makling extremely
glow progress. It 1s widely referred to sg "Stockdale's
Traveling Circus". Mr, Macpherson, Eritish resident
member of the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission, re-
marked in a conversation after the Conference to Mr. de
la Rue of our office that Sir Frank wag hardly the type
that bullt the Britisgh Empire, that i1t took more red
corpuscles end lees inclinetion to csution than Sir Frank
had exhibited. _

Barbedien Delegation

Bughe, without any prompting from Taussig, acknowl-
edged thet he had sppolnted a reactlonary delegation
from Barbados. He geve as hle reason the fact that had
he appointed a progreselve delegation, nothing that the
Conference produced would have been approved by the Legls-
lature, whereas anything to which his delegation signed
thelr names would, in all probebility, be approved.

At one time when there appearéd a possibllity of

a deadlock in the Conference, Bushe approached Teussig

and asked him, "Are my delegates sticky? If they are,
I




I will bring presesure on them". Taugelg thenked him
and gald that he did not think 1t would be neceseary.
(By that time the Puerto Rlcan delegates had taken over
the leadersghlp of the Conference with the ald of a few
of the more progreesive Britlsh delegates.)

The extreme reluctence of most of the British
Colonial delegates to approve the use of imperial funds
for agsleting the colonies, no matter what the urgency,
was an interesting phenomenon. Taugslg asked Bughe for

an explanation of this. Bughe geid that untll recently,
when a British colony uged imperisl funds and later ac-
culred substantisl deficits, the Colonial Office would
withdraw its constitution, and the management of the
fiecal affairs of the colony would then be turned over
to the Britisgh Treasury. The Tressury was so oppressive
thet the bankrupt colonleg were substantlislly held in
bondage. Bughe ssld that during hie 25 yeare in the
Colonial Office, he had conelstently fought ageinst
thls system; that 1t no longer exlisgted, but that the
coloniee hed not outgrown thelr fear that acceptling
imperisl funde would in some way causge them to lose

gome of thelr prerogsastlives.

Regional Commiggiong
Bughe hag hed 256 yeare experience in the Colonial

Office
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Office, a part of the time as counselor, Taugsig asked
Bughe for hies opinion as to the feaelbility of regional
commissions in dependent areas, based on hls experience
in the Colonial Office and his observetione of the Con-
ference and the Anglo-American Caribbean Commigsion.
Bushe sald he thought that a regional commission could
function 1ln Weet Afrlca. 'Tausslg asked him Af reglonal
commissions could function in the Far East. He was not
optimistic. He sald that 1t would be impossible to hold
a conference in the Far Easst such as wae being held in
Barbadoe, as delegates would insist on bringlng up
matters of high policy. He ssld that the problem of
Hongkchg would have to be gettled firet, and also the
problem of Ceylon, He dwelt on Ceylon at some length,
saylng that a very high degree of self-éuvernment hag
been given to Ceylon, and yet the tie to the Colonial
Office was so close that the people of Ceylon hed never
really hed an opportunity to develop thelr 1instltutione
of gelf-government; that 1t was essentlal to go further
and that the people of Ceylon must be put in a position
where they could learn by belng permitted to meke their
own mlstakes.

Teusslg asked Buehe where the hesdquarters of

regional commissions should be, and commented that from

his
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his observations in the Caribbean, and perticularly
after viewing Stockdale'e headquartere in Barbados, he
felt that maintalning headquarters in the reglon itself
wae likely to involve the officials of the reglonal
commigsion in local pollitics, and thereby }itiate much
of the commigeion's usgefulnegs, Bughe agreed to thle
and sald that i1t would be advieable to have the head-
quartere in the most eppropriate capltal city of one
of the member countrles in the commigslon, with the
necegsary fleld personnel clrculating through the
reglon. He gald that the loglcel place for the head-
guarters of the Carlbbean Commligelon was Weshington,
and thet probably the loglcal hesdquarters for a West
African commigsion would be in London. He added thet
1f the members of the commlsslon could not sgree on a
particuler locatlion for the headquartere in one of the
member countries, then he thought that they would not
agree on other common efforts to mske the commlgsion
successful. He emphasized that he was expressing
personal opinions rather thaen the officlsl opinions

of the Coloniel Office.

s
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Interest shown in regional trade agreements

Both at the open sessions of the Conference and in
the informal conversations among the delegates, keen
intereat was shown in davuluﬁing inter-island trade,

The discussions on this subject were entirely spontaneous,
as the 1tem was not included in the agenda of the Con-
ference, References to the subject were usually inclined
to be practical and specific,

As an example, a community of interest sprang up
between British Guiana and Puerto Rico because of the
potentialities of British Gulana's making substantial
purchases of Puerto Rican cement and rum bottles, and the
potential market in Puerto Rico for British Gulana rice,
of which there will be a very substantial surplus after
the war, i |

The Windward Islandes were gnxiaug to have over-
populated Barbados buy more locally-grown food products,
particularly vegetables, Jamaica and Puerto Rico dls-
cussed the export of oleomargarine from Jamalca where,
even now, there is an exportable surplus, and the im-
portation by Jamaica of Puerto Rican cement, Trinidad
and Grenada showed interest in making chocolate locally
from thelr cocoa beans, and also in processing cocoanuts,

and exporting to other areas in the Caribbean.
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There was a decided interest in including the independ-
ent republics in and sdjacent to the Caribbean in any intra-
area trade agreements., The Conference was unanimous in
urging that all tariffs be taken off.the importation of
food products produced within the Caribbean area., The
observer from the Netherlands informally showed interest
in such trade agreements, There was no comment made on

these various discussions by the Canadian observer,

_Interest shown in exchange of information
and collaboration and regearch.

Quite aside from the formal resolutions covering
this subject, which runs through the entire report of the
Conference, and which is partiocularly touched upon in the
report pertaining to the Caribbean Research Council, there
was considerable general discussion on this subject among
the various delegates, outeide of Conference sessions, A
substantial interchange of information accordingly took
place during the recesses of the Conference,

An example of the spontaneous reaction along these
1ines was the luncheon meeting held at the Bridgetown
Club by all the doctors of tropical medlcine attending

the Conference in an advisory capacity. The meeting

wag
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was sponsored by Dr, Morales-Otero, Director of the
School for Tropical Medicine in Puerto Rico, The result
of this luncheon conference was the anltntian:orAn
committee of three to prepare the ground for what 1s

to be called thf Caribbean Aseociation of Publlic Health
and Tropilcal Medicine, It is intended that all areas of
the Caribbean including the independent republics should
participate in this association, and that it should in-
clude public health officers, sanitary engineers, ento=-
mologists and nurses as well as doctors,

No initiative wae taken by the Commission or the
Conference in this matter. It was prompted entirely by
the desire of doctors present formally to organize, for
the exchange of information, the fostering of education,
and the oreation of fellowships in the medical and public
health fields, Enrollment of members will be undertaken
by the Assoclation when the sub-committee has finished

drawing up by-lawe and regulations,

Evidences of insularity.

Particularly significant was the fact that at no
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time during the Conference was the question ralised of
removing inter-colonial restrictions on lmmigration,
The only discussion in this field concerned th@ possi-
bilities of immigration of West Indiapu to the vast
hinterland of British Guiana, but no steps were taken
toward implementing this 1dea,

Rivalry between Britigh Guiana and Trinlidad was
evidenced on several occasions, with slight touches of
bitterness., The smaller colonies, particularly the
Windward and Leeward Ielands, made repeated pleas to
what they were pleased to call thelr hbig brothers"--—
British Guiana, Trinidad, Barbadoe and Jamalca--for more
consideration, *

Although 1t wae not in evidence at the Conference
itself, there 1s a feeling in Puerto Rico that the 1sland
gshould not become so closely associated with the European
coloniee in the Caribbean as to permit any implications
that Puerto Rico admitted 1t had a colonial statue.

In coneildering the whole problem of reglonalism "
in the Caribbean, this latent insularity must be borne

in mind, One of the outstanding acoomplishments of
the

#Julien so often emphasized "self-help" that I gathered the

Windwards want to stand more on their own feet, vis a vis

the not too greatly loved "big brothers®.
Easton C, Rothwell Executive Seoc'y,
Committee on Postwar Programs,
Department of State.
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the Conference, however, wae the notlceable breaking down
of provincialisme due to the personal contacts of the
various dﬁlﬂgntau and advisers, Very few of those present,
other than the British and American officlals, had ever
met before or had ever visited each other's territories
before, Their two weeks of intimate association opened
new vistas to them, and they constantly talked with en-
thuelasm of the knowledge they were acquiring and of the
importance of much closer contaect and more frequent inter-
change of vislites among the areas of the Caribbean.

The bolder spirits, 1. e. Jullen, also talked of
the desirability of West Indian federation, an idea

which drew enthuslastic response at thalpublia meeting.
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Unified Stend of Delegatesg American Territorieg
Contrasted with Diviglong Britigh.

In a special meeting of all Amerlican delegates and
advigers, on the eve of the first session of the Confer-
ence, 1t was suggested by Tausslig that all American
representatives maintain a united front in all dlscus-
glons of policy, and that if disagreements arose within
the American section, they be resolved so far as poselble
in private conversations, rather than before the whole
Conference., No major disagreements did arlse, and any
minor differences of opinion which may have cropped out,
ag to the sensge on phrasing of reports or other matters,
were resolved as suggested, so that there were no publlc
arguments or differences on policy anywhere in the Amerlcan
ranks.,

It should pe‘streased, however, that pollcleeg advanced
by the American group were the result of free agreement
emong the delegates, and no lip service was esked or
glven to dictume from above. However the delegates,
when in doubt or up egainst difficultles, of thelr own

accord sought advice and cooperation.

Divigiong Among Britigh Delegates

In contrest, there were numerous ceses of dlsagree-
ment, both as to baslc policy and as to formulation of

reports, among the Britigh delegates, with a number of

them
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them Jjoining forces with the Americans on several lssues.
A typlcal example was the opposition between the Barbados
end Windward Iglands delegatione on the question of pro-
cegeing foode, as part of the publle dlscusslon on
industrialization -- the Barbados delegation proposing
that proceseing of local products from the smaller sgouther-
ly Weet Indles be concentrated at Barbados, where the large
labor supply and local demand would make for effliclency
in production and marketing; the Windward Islandsdelegation
replying that 1t saw no reason why the smaller 1lglands
could not do much of thelr own processing loecelly and
export thelr gurpluses to Barbados, thue insuring them-
gelvee low prices and employment for thelr own labor.
In final subcommittee discussions on the report on Indus-
triasllzation, two Britigh delegates suddenly introduced
g virtually complete new verelon, and met thelr heaviest
opposition from other Britisgh quarters.

Although no formal voteg were taken, the lack of a
unified gtand by the Britlegh colonlal delegates worked
to the advantage of the American representatlves, who
were outnumbered 16 to 4. It wlll be of great value in
future meetings of thieg charscter to mailntaln such a
unified Americen front, whether delegates are spportioned

on a two-per-terrltory basle or according to populatlons.
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Obgervations on the Conference by Dr. Antonlo Fernos
Igern, Delegate from Puerto Rico.

In the firet place, most of the British colonles
were known to the Pue?tulﬁiuan delegates only on the
map, and we had only vague informetion about thelr
organization and their problems. We were, therefore,
dealing with utterly strange people, and 1t was very
hard at the beginning to evaluate the motivatlion of
the various delegations. It gradually developed that
they differed among themselvee very widely and seemed
to represent several distinct shades of opinion in thelr
approach to social and economlc questions. However,
there wae absolutely no shading to the left; they were
distributed from the center to the right only. At
leagt, no vocal expresslon was made on any subject
which would heave brought about a true balanceluf left,
center, end right in the Britisgh representation. The
extreme right wing wes represented by the Barbados
delegates, whose influence geemed to be quite strong
in the beginning, with apbarent concurrence on the
pert of the British advisers.

Later, and especislly after a minorlty report on
food supply wae drawn up for submission by the Puerto

Ricen delegetion, a chenge of the whole plcture took

place.
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place., For the original long-drawn-out report, amount-
ing almost to a treatiee on Adam Smith economlcs, with
a8ll the emphasis upon the financial spproach and the
gecurity of thedpruduner rather than the consumer, the
Puerto Rlcan draft report was substituted almost without
modification, What alterations there were conslsted of
changes in wording to make certain expreeslons less
speciflc, and the addition of a few genersllzations
preceding the resolution.

Agide from the genersl interegt of the delegates
in what may be gained by all territorles in the matter
of res;arch end possible commercial inter-change, the
most important result of the Conference seems to me
to have been the insplring of & critical attitude
toward the problems of the various colonles, and of
a very large measure of freedom to accept unorthodox
methods of aporoach to the probleas.

In the last analyele, the impact of the attltude
of the Puerto Rican delegetlon probably will'bé felt
for = long time, both ss to the West Indlan people 1n

general, end as to the men in control, 1in particular,
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servations on the Conference by Dr. Rafeel Pico,
egate

] rom erto Rloo.

The Conference means some interchange of produce.
We should not fool ourselves and believe that we are
going to change our whole economy, which is essentially
based on interchange of goode with the outside world,
especially with the United States. I don't think we can
hope to change that system and turn entirely to Caribbean
self-sufficiency. I don't think Puerto Rico can do 1%,
and T don't think the British Islands can, It was the
unanimous opinion of the Conference that a closed reglon-
al economy would be undesirable.

However, there are two factors that can form the
basis of more commercial interchange: (1) There are
certain natural resources not uniformly distributed
throughout the area--Trinidad has oil, British Honduras
has mahogany, etc,, and others are rich in or lacking
in other things. (2) Even more important, there are the
differences in population density. Even if we had all
the same resources and identical environments 1n all
respects, and still had the tremendous differences of
population densities--about 1,200 to the square mile in
Barbados, 2 in British Honduras and 500 in Puerto Rico--
those differences would be reflected in the thinge they
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can economically produce, From a geographical standpoint
they might be capable of the same produce, but economioc
considerations would lead them to very different types
of production, For instance, partially peopled sections
could use their land freely for pursuits such n; cattle
ralsing, cultivation of forestry, and crops that on high-
priced land would be uneconomical, But where land is
scarce end costly, it must be devoted to products bring-

ing the maximum return per acre,

Interchange of goods and ldeas.
Tn the case of Puerto Rico, the goods that we can

offer to the other countries would be largely manufactured
goods, which we are especlally fitted to produce on
account of our density of population and our technologl-
cal training.

. : Secondly, the Conference offered an opportunity for
interchange of ideas as to methods of carrying out public
works, industries, health measures, agricultural pursuite,
etc, Even if the general feeling in Puerto Rico is that
we are tops in the Caribbean, we stlill can profit from
activities developed in nearby islands, For example,

the Barbadian system of rural water supply is certalnly

much better than that we have at home and could serve as
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& model adapted to local conditions in Puerto Rioco,

The faot that Puerto Rico is the qaut highly develop-
ed of the islands means that we have systems and methods
to impart to our nelghbors, Even if the only returns
for thle are satisfaction and pride, these are rewards
to be taken into account, The humanitarian element is
& motivating force for Puerto Rico., Certainly, Puerto
Rico cannot afford to have all around it islands that
are living in various periode of another century, when
they could profit from our example, By knowing some-
thing about the other islands, of whioch most Puerto Ricans
are totally unaware, we can ascertain more exactly the
position of Puerto Rico in the Caribbean area and can
gauge our own progress,

Credlt should be given to the work in the Con-
ference of the town planners attached to Sir Frank
Stockdale, These men were liberal and believe in, and
are acquailnted with, the best modern practices of planning,
If they are allowed to funntiun, they can bring many good
changes, especlally in the urban areas, In the Conference,
they were the outstanding exception among the British

advisere as to their liberal views and thelir desire to

bring
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bring straight-forward resolutions out of the sub-
committees,

bservations of Dr. Pico on the

- at 8 and actiong of the delegates.

The Conference, being the first of its kind pre-
sented an enigma for most of the delegates in that they
did not know how far they could express themselves openly
in nnntrnveruinl issues, Consequently, with the exception
of Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Ielands, they
tended to follow the leads glven in the mimeographed de-
talled notes on the agenda drafted by Stockdale's advisers,
For instance, in the original draft of the industrial
report there wae a section dealing with monopolies and
llcensing of industries, Practically everybody was ready
to accept it, even thou%h upon later analysis, 1t was

found that it was contradictory to the policy and practices

of practically every ieland represented in the sub-committee,

Due to the protestations of the Puerto Rican delegation,
1% was removed--over the objections of the British
economlc adviser,

These limitations on the part of the delegates can be
explained by the facts that: (1) there was one official
on each British Colonial delegation except the Windward
Islands; (2) they came "briefed" by their respective

governments; (3) this was the first conference, and there

had
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had been no previous experience, _

-Taunrﬂ the end of the Conference, due largely to the
leadership of the totally uninstructed delegates from
Puerto Rico and to a lesser degree from the Unlited States
Virgin Islands, the Windward Islands and British Guilana, 1t
was apparent that the delegates from the British colonies to

a large extent broke away from the instructions from their

" respective colonial governments and the Colonial Office, and

expressed themselves with a reasonable degree of freedom,
In the early stages of the Conference, i1t was evident
that the advisers to the British Section were attempting
to influence, and in actuallty did write, the original
drafts of the reports thné were brought into the sub-
committees, Mr, Tauesslg dropped the hint that unless the
reports were definitive and unequivocating, the United
States Section would naf submit them to ite Government,
and he also stated that the minimum that the American
territories could paupibly accept was what was actually
being danr today in Puerto Rico, andin his own Judgment,
the minimum that the British colonial delegates dare
acoept would be the recommendations of the Moyne Commission,
He also stated that a retrogressive report from the Con-
ference would mean the end of the Anglo-American Caribbean

Commiseion and the standing West Indinn’canf;rlnun.
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Netherlande end Cenadian Obgerversg
Netherlandg

Tauselg recommended to Stockdele that an opportunity
be glven during the public sessions for the t;u obeervere
to be heard. This was not done. It may have been deliber-
ate or 1t may have been an overgight. Dr, Peters, the
Netherlands obeserver, who ig a friend of Dr. Englund of
the Department of Agriculture, Cheirman of the Provisgional
Committee of the Caribbean Regearch Council, wase inclined
to be extremely friendly and helpful to the United States
point of view., After the first draft came out of the sub-
commlttees, he remerked to Tausslg that they were vague
end that in subetance they implied thet "if we reallf went
to do something, and we ere not at all sure we do, then
we might do the following".

Tausselg saw that these remarke were widely circulated
and they provided & conslderable stimulue for the ultimate

revieion of the report.

Canadian

L]
Mr. G. A, Newmen, the Canadisn observer, had very

little to say during the Conference, although he was
pleasant and agreeable. Knowing the interest that Canadas
had in transportation, Taueslg asked him whether he

thought the schooner pool could serve a purpose in the

post-war
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post-war period., He sald he thought it could; that the

- time that it took for Canadian shipe to load and unload

small amounts of cargo at the many islends of the eastern
Caribbean wae very costly and csused a loss to the steam-
ghip lineg. He therefore congldered the use of sgchoonere

for transshipment and for inter-island trede worthwhile.
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Obgervationg on Political Censorghip by John L.
Dunning, Office of War Informetion and Pregg
Adviger fo the Conference.

Press snd radio censorshlp waes entirely hendled
by the Information Officer from British Gulana, who was
deputized for this duty by the Barbados securlty officer,
and who withheld no materisl for either securlty or
political reasons beyond suggesting one correction on
a question of fact in a press agency article, to which

the correspondent readily agreed.

Cengorship of Mags Meeting
The only incident involving political censorship

by any quarter was an attempt by Sir Frank Stockdale to
have deleted a sectlon of a2 news broadcast prepared by
the British and Amerlican prese advisers for broadcast to
Great Britailn, thé United States, and the West Indles,
The 'section in question wae a report on the mass meetlng
held by Barbsdos politicel leaders on the night of March
27, which had been intended in advence partly as a pro-
test agelnst the selectlon of delegates to represent
Barbados, end partly se an opportunity for Barbadlans

to learn of the work of the Conference from the delegates
themegelves. (See Appendix A of thie report.) The broad-
cast seript treated the meeting as having been not without
local politicel implications (not described in detail)

but
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but aeg having resulted in a strong demonstration of con-
fidence in and enthuslssm for the Conference by the very
people whose problemg the Conference wes deslgned to
golve. It conslsted of two lead parsgraphs summarizing
these things, plus conslderable detslled reporting of
epeeches. '

Becauge of the element of protest in the meeting,
Stockdale took the position that to meke any mention of
the occasion in the news brosdcest would be offensive
to the Barbados colonlal government, and that in any case
the treatment wes too long, glving unneceegsary emphsgls
to the meeting. Tausselg held that reporting the meeting
wae an esgsentlal part of reporting the Conference, and
pointed out that the result of the meeting sctually was
favorable to the Conference. As a compromise, the report
o{ the meeting wes cut down to the aforementioned two
lead paragrephe, and was submlitted in that form to the
Coloniel Secretary, who immediately approved 1it.

In personal conversation with Tausslg the next day,
Sir Grattan Bushe, Governor of Barbados, remarked that
he would have spproved such materisl immedlately and
wlthout cuestion, and added: "If there 1s anything I
detest, it's politicel censorship.”
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Schooner Pool

Of all the efforts of the Anglo-American Caribbean
Commission, perhaps the urganizatinq of the Schooner
Pool has been most appreciated in the eastern lglands
of the Caribbean and in British Guiana, Almosgt every
delegate and adviser from this area had some thing good
to say about 1it.

Their commente were along the followlng lines:
Without it, we would have had a famine during the sub-
marine sctivities, It was well concelved and efficiently
operated. It kept transportation costs down and yet
operated at a profit. (The pool has $90,000 eurplus.
| It will pay off all 1ts $600,000 Lend-Leasge relmbursable,
It hae indemnified the ownersg, offlcers and crews of
three vessels sunk by the enemy out of 1te mutual insur-
ance fund.) It has provided employment to West Indian
seamen, All those who commented on it were unanimous
in thelr oplnion that it should continue sfter the war.
They give much of the credit for its successful operation
to Captain Trew, an Americen citizen who heade 1t. There

are now 90 pchooners belng opereted.
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bservations on %éio eet hz.lnﬂzl illlill.ﬂlnril,
Z!ZIi_z nited States Section

A public mass meeting held in Bridgetown on the evening
of March 27 served hatﬁ to 1llustrate the potentlally strong
public support blgind the Conference and its results, and to
emphasize certain general observations ae to the impact of
race and class within the British Weest Indlies.

Members of the opposition in the House of Assembly
sponsored and arranged the meeting, ostenslbly in honor of
the visiting delegates. However, it was more than a commu-
nity gesture of welcome; it was an attempt to express re-
sentment at the exclusion of the sponsoring group from re-
presentation at the Conference, and also an opportunity to

give public expression to miscellaneous local grievances,

Attendance
To understand the spirit, and at least part of the

motivation of the mass meeting, it must be realized that
very few persons--and almost none of the working classes--
attended public sessions of the Conference, which were held
in the morning and mid-afternoon hours when such persons
were at work, Moreover, local peoples characteristically
are reticent about attending a gathering like the Conference
unless it is abundantly clear that they are weloome and are

in fact urged to be present. Moreover, the citizenry

generally knew almost nothing about the specific purposes
of
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of the Conference, despite the unusually detalled publicity
arranged in the local newspapers, Thus, ocuriosity and a

vague hopefulnesé probably account for the impressive attendance
at the public ﬁeeting. Some 1500 to 2000 persons--approxima-
tely one perocent of the tafal population, attended the

mhnting. The auﬂiunéa was predominantly of the working

class, with a small number of middle-class persons and &a

few whites,

All delegates were formally invited to the mass meeting,
but Sir Frank Stockdale had answered for them that a previous
engagement (a cocktaill party given by the Colonial Secretary
aarliar-in the' avaning]‘wnuld prevent general attendance,
and Britlish officialdom inferentially made 1t clear that the .
meeting was not_nn approved function, Stockdale directly
requested Tausslg not to attend, However, some fifteen or
twenty of the seventy delegates and advisers attended, Of
the elght British colonies represented at the Conference, only
two--the Windward Islands and Britiesh Gulana--had delegates
at ﬁhe meeting, while both delegates from each American area,
plus eeveral of their advisere, were present, It 1s slgni-
ficant that, excepting only the Virgin Islands of the United
States and Puerto Rico, the only vital leadership evidenced
at the Conference itself was by delegates from the same two
British colonies,

Audience Reaction

Several




Several observations can be made about audience re-
action, There was the most intense interest in learning
anything factual about economic, educational and political
developments in other parts of the West Indies, It was
impressive to see a spontaneous demonstration by working
classes and uneducated people at the mere mention of the
fact that free secondary education ie provided for all in
the American Virgin Islands,

It must be borne in mind that notwithetanding British
protestations of a desire to circulate inter-Caribbean in-
formation freely, there is a definite limitation imposed
on this process, emanating probably more from the lndividual
colonial governments than from London, Two examples of this
screening of vital information are noteworthy: one, the
suppression of the news of the Bahamian riote for colonial
eirculation in 1942; two, the refusal of the Information
Officer in Jamaica to publish the message of the President
of the United States advocating that Puerto Rico be per-
mitted to elect its own Governor,

Correspondingly, it is noteworthy that the audlence
at the mass meeting preferred hearing as much as bouuibl-
about the rest of the Caribbean area to discourses by

local persons., Also that although dissatisfaction with

local
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local conditions was apparent, audience reaction was rather
timid--spontaneous but obviously unanphiutinntld; Belf-
conscious laughter and widespread murmurs took the place

of applause, or the type of vocal demonstration usual

with a comparable American c rowd,

After listening for three hours to eight members of
the Conference, the audience still seemed willing and anxlous
to hear more, The Conference representatives who spoke
carefully avoided political comment or any critical ob-
servations, At the same time, they did indlcate Fhair
bellef that the Conference iteelf would be a major con-
structive step toward a vigorous reglonal program for the
Caribbean area,

This attitude was reflected in the audlience, At the
end of the meeting, there seemed to be a simple hope and
confidence that somehow a better way of life would eventuate,
with some almost immediate consequences, as a result of the
Conference, It is obvious that with an energetic leadership,
the peoples of the Caribbean territories would be willing

to cooperate on a reglonal basls,

Barbadian class and racial divisilons,
The question of leadership inevitably leads to the

question of racial and class divisions, It was noticeable

both
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both among the British West Indian colored delegates and the
citizens of Barbados as represented at the public meeting and
elsewhere, that the middle-class colored West Indian is
dissoclated from the laboring masses, yet equally dissociated
from the dominant white and near-white upper-class minority.

This ﬁidﬁla-ulaua group is not large, and i1t 1s even less
effective as a soclal and political force than ites numbers
would indicate, because of the above-mentioned cleavages,
The q?ganinera of the public meeting were elther of this
class, or whites who had cast their political lot with them,
It was evident that although they had learned to play upon
the elmple sense of humor and half-formed feellng of resent-
ment of the crowd, they could not ﬁova it deeply or rally
it behind them as a disciplined pollitical force,%

Very light-colored West Indians have tended to become
assimilated into the dominant social and economic group,
The better educated brown and black persons who constitute
the middle class are increasingly conscious of thelr ex-
cluelon from this dominant group. Yet with few exceptlons,
they have failed to develop a sympathetic bond of common
interest and understanding with the laboring masses such

as

#] felt on the contrary that the meeting could rather
easily have been stirred to demonstrations.--Easton Rothwell,

Exeocutive Secretary, Comhittee on Postwar Programs, Depart-
ment of State,
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as would elevate them to a position of effective leader-
ship. Thus, the undoubted restlessness of the masses is
essentially unorganized and is not directed to specifioc
objectives., At the same time, the explosive poselbilities

of that restlessness are very real,
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Obgervationg of John L. Dunning, on Mage Meeting

Here are personal obgervations on the mass meeting
at Bridgetown, March 27, supplementing my detailed report
of the speeches. (See Appendix A)

Such a meeting 1is di:ficult to evaluate by American
standardes, because of the wide differencee in political
tradltion and methods.

However, it was particularly obvious that the art

of politicel persuaslon, =nd the people's political sense,
are both elementary in Barbados, and that the crowd was
fickle and unsophlsticated. At a random guess, I would
describe the average man'e reasons for attending as:
(1) hope of an entertaining evening, with some fireworks,
(2) hope that economic mirecles would be revealed, (3)
genulne interest in the Conference and in conditione in
other parte of the West Indies, (4) sincere desire to
protest against the Barbados delegates. But whatever
the relative strength of these interests before the
meeting, certainly ese the evening worked out Number 3
agsuned first lmportance, while Number 1 was falirly
well satligfled. DNumber 2 falled to come up to expecta-
tions, but was replaced by longer-range hopes for the
Conference. Number 4 was a dud.

If the orgenlzers serinuhly intended to make the

note
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note of protest predominate, they falled, and the Qule-
gates and thelr presentation of the Conference walked
off with the evening. This no doubt was partly due to
the fact that the crowd was both genulnely interested
and polite by nature, and wanted to give the delegates
a falr hearing -- the same applying somewhat to the loecal
speakers. Neverthelese, i1t was plain that the local
speakers were trying, at the beginning and end of the
meeting, to promote the note of protest -- and coulédn't
meke 1t come off, *

Their difficulty was not wholly the popularity of
the delegates; they seemed to have no real means of
leverage in eny case, due to the audience's lack of
sophistication and long conditioning to hopelessness.
When the local speakers made fairly "bold" referencees
to the British and local governments, or to the cocktail-
drinking slde of the Conference, the audience reacted by
giggling, somewhat as school-children do when someone
swears in a classroom.** Obviously the mogt successful
local speaker wae Lewls, the Jimmy Welker of Barbados,

who

. —— i ——— —

*But easily would have, I think, had the delegates so
directed their remarks. Easton C, Rothwell, Executive
Secretary, Committee on Fostwar Programe, Department of
otate.

*#I think this underestimates the temper of the crowd.
Easton C, Rothwell, Executive Secretary, Committee on
Poptwar Programs, Department of State.
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who exploited his wit, and didn't even try to clinch
hie pointe or to go deeper than sharp sarcasm. He merely
played hle audlence for laughs. The other locales --
Grawrord. Plerce, and Branken -- also were mogt success-
ful when they resorted to éﬁrcaam end humor, and drew
little fire by etrong atatementﬁ.*** About the onlyl
remarks of a non-garcastlc nature that caused much re-
action were those directed st the two Barbados delegates,
and even these didn't cause a very notable stir,

Thug, one'g firet reaction was: "What a really
well trained American pollitical or labor leader could
have done wlth thlis situation, instead of throwing away
his chances by ineptness and cheap humorous eppeal'"

But one's second reaction was that 1t would take perhaps
a generatlon of political ané’géneral education to make
this crowd really respond geriouely to any leader, how-
ever expert. The local pollticos apperently were aware
of this, and simply did what they could.

Ageinst this background, the "victory" of the
Conference theme might seem a little cheap. Actuslly
it was slgnificant and hopeful., The crowd obviously

had

###Crewford made unfulfilled promises. Pierce talked
drily and monotonously. Hed any leader with will and
force been present, he had gome pretty explosive
materlal to play on. Easten C. Rothwell, Executive
Secretary, Committee on Postwar Progreme, Department
of State.
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hed come with wild hopes of & miracle -—- of manna from
heaven., They were disappointed, end yet took the blow
far better than would a corresponding American sudlence.
To admonitions such as Jullen's, to the effect that life
wag real end earnest and progrese necessarily slow, and !
that they must work out their own salvatlion for the most
part, without expecting miracles from overseas -- to such
admonlitione they nodded sesgely and even murmured agree-
ment. They were surprlsed, but not dismayed, to learn
that Puerto Rico -- obviously consldered by them shining
pinnacle of progress in the Caribbean -- had deep rrob-
lems, including overpopulation.® It was plain that they
were so condlitioned to hopelegsness that they were only
momentarlly disturbed when their momentary hopes were
blasted, They were gble to fell back on the lesgs shining
but neverthelegs solid hope of eventual beneflts from
the Conference, wlthout giving way to cynlclsm and com-
plete despalr as an Amerlcan crowd might have done.**
Pleinly progress through the Conference was a second
beet, in thelr minds, to wlld dreamg of emigrastlion and
economlic miracles, but Just as plainly they went away

with

% I éidn't feel this, Easston C, Rothwell, Executive
Secretary, Committee on Postwar Programs, Department
of State.

#%* I can't believe an American crowd would do this,
except in a Theodore LCrieser novel., Esston C, Rothwell.
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with eound hopee for it. If those hopes begin to come
true quickly -- even though plecemeal and in gradual
eteps -- 1t 18 & feirly eafe bet that most Barbadians
will be patient snd satisfied. What would happen if
they saw no positive evidence of progress for a long
time i1s esnother matter. :

Finally, 1t ie hard to imagine Barbadlans -- or, I
suspect, any other British West Indiene -- as revolu-
tionaries in the usual sense, takling concerted actlon
under leadership. Lesders, however gkllled, would have
little political tradition or sense to work on among the
mase of people. And the averasge Barbedlan 1g too condl-
tioned to hopeleseness and disclipline to teke part in
cereful plotting or concerted plans of actlion, He will
stand the gaff -- with eome grumbling -- untll condlitione
become wholly unbearable, then he will break completely
over gome trifle and turn to gevage violence with his
fellawsﬁbresking under the éxcitement and ‘joining 1in.
The only protest conceivable would be such a2 blind, un-
reasoning protest; reason would tell a Barbadian revolt
wes impossible.

Thies seeme to be borne out by the sttitude of Bar-
badians in talking to Amerlcen visitors. They gave

some evidence of blind resentment against the rich and

the
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the "eystem", but no sign of indignant, gelf-respecting
protest or a threatening attlitude, such as would be found
in a more puiitinally conscious people. They were inclined
glmost to whine, and to accept resignedly the ldea that
any emelioration of their condition must be very slow,
if posslble at all.

Lest this seem to be turning into a politicael tract,
I hasten to say that it seems to me to have a real bearing
on the Conference and its results. These people are
patient; thelr desires are modest and thelr hopes mild.
They are more willing than would be most peoples to walt
patiently for progress and resulte, and a little progress
at a time will satisfy them., If the Conference recom-
mendstione are carried out, they should be accepted al-
most universally snd without much preseing for additional
strides, so long as progress contlnues.

But if nothing 1s done for many months, or 1f a
few scraps are thrown out and nothing done thereafter,
these people will not be able to bear it indefinitely,
and their explosion will, like previous ones, be gudden,
unexpected and savage.
SPECIFIC NOTES:

The meeting tended strongly to show that the United
States 1s looked upon as a'"Great White Uncle"; that West
Indiane look to 1t not only for immediste beneflts guch

8s
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as emlgration permite, etc., but as a moral force for
improving Caribbean conditions. There is a tendency,
which would need little encouragement to become outspoken,
to appeal to the United States over the heads of Britigh
home and colonlal governments, whicﬁ wa; evident by
implication in the meeting as well as 1n private con-
versatione with Barbadians.

Ag & corollary, the revelation by Hill and Alexender
of univereal free education in the Virgin Iglands was
cheered perhapes more loudly than any other thoughtpresented
in the meetlng -- partly, I think, becesuse i1t was something
Barbadlans would like, but zleso because i1t was an exemple
of the American way of doing things.*

Oblique references to the possibllity of a federation
of Britlieh colonlee were etrongly cheered., It geemed to
me that some of these were being taken by the crowd as
referring to total British-American colonlal federation
in the Carlbbean -- a conception that undoubtedly would
increase thelr popularity.

Reaction to all Puerto Rican delegates was excellent.
The crowd obviously wae doing ite traditional beet to be
friendly to vlisitors, but a déeper motive wese great regpect

----------- ' for
* There 1s e white collar complex -- get a secondary
educatlion to improve your status. Easton C. Rothwell,

Executive Becretary, Committee on Postwar Programs,
Department of State.
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for Pﬁgrtu Rico ms a more advanced dependency than most
British ones. The crowd was sobered at the news that
Puerto Rico was suffering from overpopulation like Berba-
dos, and had other similar problems, but 1t obviously
went on cunsidering the 1sland a shining mark, and admired
1ts leaders for their show of trying to do something about
Puerto Rlcan condlitlons.

Racisl coneclousness certainly wee too mixed an
element at the meeting for any single definitlive con-
cluelon. Hill, s young, handsome, intelllgent, very
derk Negro, was a popular favorite even before he gpoke,
end more so afterward. Yet Jullen, an inescespably rich
end cultured light-colored aristocret, wore 2t home in
London than in s West Indisn village, was almost equally
pnpdlar, even when he gave the most sobering speech of
the evening. I would have expected eny fairly sophleticated
American ﬁegro eudience to throw cheire at him; the Barba-
dians showed no resentment, but instead a good deal of
respect. My only explanation ig that they felt 2 mlxture
of pride in him as & succegsful colored man, and of
reapéct for him as & member of the master class, ir-
regpective of color. I had a flesh of congclousnees
that if the West Indian negroes were ever fc rige in a
general revolt, Jullen or a man of hie type gould be
(end I d@on't mean to imply would be) the Cataline-like

lesder they would follow.
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Observations on Drafting of Reports by John L. Dunning,
Office of War Information, and press adviser.

Here are some rather pnrunnﬁl impressions of the first
Weet Indian Conference at Barbados, March 21-30, They con-
tain almost no "inside" information, since I wasn't inside
on much--except for the observations about final delibera-
tione of subcommittees--and are largely from the press and
press adviser point of view.

CONFERENCE PROCEDURE;

Conduot of the public sessions seemed to strike
exactly the right note--at least for a first conference
of 1ts kind, The keynote was almost complete freedom of
speech, with only a single interruption by the Chalrman
during the entire series of sessions--and that justified
by the delegate's apparent intention to descrlbe every
school bench and sewer pipe on his island, There was no
effort to restriot speakers to a specific subject; luckily
1ittle was needed, es the delegates for the most part kept
within the agenda,

There wag some waste of time and the patience of
listeners because of this lack of guidance, and ideally
it might have Ih:an more efficlent to limit lengthy ex-

positions of local problems and have the speakers con=-

centrate more on general principles and even engage in

more
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more direct debate, But the gain in efficiency would have
been at the lauririn- of freedom of speech, and at this
firet conference the preservation of freedom had an impor-
tant moral effect; it wholly avolded what could have
appeared to be railruading of the Conference by the
Commission, This was obvious to onlookers as well as dele-
gates, and had a salutary effect on the attitude of the '
press,

Thies is not to say that some guldance and restriction
might not be possible another time, Having established the
precedent of freedom, a slight change could now be made in
the direction of at least limiting each speaker to ten
minutes timeé, eay, and using any time left over at the
end for depate and rebuttal,

As has been commented by other observers, it might.
be w@au the next time to allow more time for private sessions
in which reports are drawn up, Thie need not mean more time
for each step; two days would probably be enough for pre-
liminary composition of reports. Thereafter, however, 1t
might be well to have two or even three full days devoted to
redrafting and literary improvement of reports by public re-
lations officers or a speclal drafting committee--during
vhich time proposed changes could be referred back to the

subcommittees

i ——— ———— —
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subcommittees or their chairmen frequently, so that the final
drafts offered to the subcommittees for approval would be
close to theilr mark, After final subcommittee action, pro-
vision might be made for a more ample reading and discussion
of the reports by the Conference as a whole--perhaps a full
day--then a half day for final redrafting before prﬁ:entation
in the final public session.

The above comment is, of course, based largely on con-
slderations of technical efficiency in drafting clean, un-
equivocal reporte, and there may be overrldlng nanuid;ra*
tione of policy.

PRESS ARRANGEMENTS:

In general, the arrangements for press and publiclty
seemed to me excellent, both as to the hospitality, freedom,
and facllitles provided for commercial press rnprniantntivaa,
and aes to the type of staff provided by the Gnmmiaéinn.
Every effort was mﬁda to make the commercial newemen part
of the Conference, mingling freely with all members of the
delegations and Commission and enjoying the same sooclal
arrangements, even to being invited to all partlies, official
and informal, Undoubtedly this contributed to the friendly
end uncynicel attitude of all newsmen present,

The provision of three press advisers, plus & press

liaison officer who acted as censor, might have seemed a bit

liberal
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liberal beforehand, but turned out to be the minimum re-
quisite for the work at hand, Working with and making
arrangements for the press was only part of the job; two of
" the advisers between them wrote five twelve-minute radio
news commentaries, two 400-word news cables for BBC use, five
news cables for use by the WRUL "West Indlan Radlo News-
paper" broadcast, and a 1200 word summary of the results

of the Conference, and filed texte of six speeches to

London and Washington, as well as aiding in the preparation
of two forum broadcasts by members of the Conference, The
other adviser assisted in some of these tasks and also filed
a series of news releases to the Puerto Rlcan press,

But perhaps the most important task, of all three ad-
visers, was asslsting in the revision of subocommittee reports
to insure that the final, accepted drafte were clear, direct,
and.unequi?ouai. It should be noted, in paseing, that al-
though some fear was felt that subcommittee members might
resent this revising, there was no evidence of anything but
appreciation or, at the least, tolerance, from any delegate.
There was, in fact, wide agreement that, without taking 1t
upon themselves to alter policles expressed, the redrafters

(who also included some members of the Commiselon and its

advisory
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advisory staff) had managed to make those policlies con-
slderably more explicit ihd understandable,

-It seemed to be the consensus that such redrafting
:Eould be continued as an integral part of rutu?- Conference
proé.duru, and perhaps adopted for other types of meetings
under the Commission., If this is done, ability to do such
work should be the chief consideration in selecting future
press staffs, as maintaining the highest possible quallty
and readabllity in officlal documents undoubtedly will con-
tribute more to the long-range success of such gatherings
than will any slight gains in momentary publicity. That
is, skill and experience in loglcal exposition, preclise
wording, and the expression of dalioaté nuances of policy
would be preferable to special skill in radio wrlting, for
instance--even if considerable broadcasting were contemplated,
And for the same purpose, as well as for pollcy reasons,
there should be at least one Englishman and one American to
do this work so that their reports will mean the same thing
in both "languages",

CENSORSHIP:
There are two essentials to a good censorshlp arranga-.
ment: intelligent, non-politiceal standards, and avallability

of a censor at all times, Both were achieved by appointment

of
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of H. R. Harewood, British Guiana Information Officer, as
official censor for all press material coming out of the
Conference, as his uﬁlx criterion was military security, and
he spent his full time in the vicinity of the Conference and
hutel,.nt some sacrifice of his personal liberty. Where
censorship i1s not directly linked with the cable office, the
Barbados arrangement is the best possible alternative.

CABLE SERVICE:

The Cable and Wireless, Ltd, offices at Barbados pro-
bably handled more outgoing press material in ten days than
in any previous three months of their career, but rose
slowly and steadlly to the occaslon, by assigning a very
obliging clerk to the hotel from 9 a, m, to 6. p. m., and
when requested until 11 p. m. They also established a
press rate to Puerto Rico for the first time, under pressure
from Governor Tugwell applied through Stockdale,. Such arrange-
ments are essential to a happy press, and are discussed
further under "Future Prees Arrangements™ below,

The question of cable rates in general i1s much bigger
than the Caribbean, and must be--as it apparently will be--
thrashed out through diplomatic channels on & worldwide
basis, However, the Caribbean should not be forgotten in

thie larger picture, The Caribbean--and especlally the
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British areas--will not get much-needed publicity in the
United States until press rates are much lower than those

‘from Barbados, for instance--10 cents a word to New York,

11 cents to Washington. This uumpé}ua with 2 cents (sub-
sidized British Empire rate) to London, and a 3 cent rate
(perhaps due to competition among three companies) from
Puerto Rico to New York, (Incidentally, the Barbadoe-to-
Puerto Rico press rate, established at the time of the
Conference, 1s 6 cents a word, but there ie no press rate
in the other direction; the cheapest rate is 15 cents),
The fact that the Puerto Rico-to-New York rate i1s very
low ie of some advantage in publicizing thle island, but
neither Puerto Rican nor overall Caribbean interests are
well served when meetings are held in other lslands,
FUTURE PRESS ARRANGEMENTS:

For a conference similar to that at Barbados, the
staff should probably be about the same, depending on
exact conditions,

In Puerto Rico, for instance, no special censor would
be necessary, as Ngvy censorship operates around the clock
in the cable offices, In British territory, a special

censor would seem to be essentlal, since the round-the-clock

staff, 1f any, 1s very spotty, and operates in separate

offices,

Wherever
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Wherever held, there nhnuld be two "press advisers'--
one British and one Anariunn-—unplbln of aiding in redrafting
of reports., There should also be a skilled uritar, with some
radio experience, if any extensive local broadeasting or more
than brief daily cables to Washington or London are
contemplated,

Inquiries should be made a month in advance (except in
Puerto Rico, where facilities already are elaborate), as to
cable rates, houre of operation of the cable office and (if
the office 1e not openaround the clock and situated close
to the Conference meeting place and living quarters),what
arrangements can be made for special filing and messenger
service, It probably will not be possible to lower existing
cable press rates, but at least such a rate can be establish-
ed, as 1t was at Barbados, . '

Advance arrangements should also be made, if at all
possible, to borrow a "Ditto" duplicating machine for use
a; the press staff, This machine is simple for amateurs
to operate, and permits quick corrections (or actual writing)
in penell, as well as very fast duplication, Such machines
should be available in Puerto Rico, and perhape elsewhere,
(If none i1s avallable, mimeograph equipment might be of esome
use occasionally, but would not be generally ueeful enough
to Justify any great effort to obtain).

If other staff duties permit, it would be of great

value
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value to make it part of the press |tlrr'|‘rnut1nl to take ]
clear, generally understandable notes in longhand, on all |
open proceedings of the Conference, for the use of the

commercial press, This is not standard procedurs, but it

proved highly effective on one occasion at Barbados, when r

one of the press advisers took such notes for his own pur-

poses and made them avallable to the newsmen, all of whom

had stayed away from part or all of the sesslion in the

belief it would not be newsworthy. Provided with such g

handy material, the press proceded to file some of the _ % |

most detailed stories of the entire Conference. The | é ‘
: i |

"Ditto" machine would be invaluable here, since notes

can be made in longhand directly on the master sheet, ;
then run off and a copy gifen to each newsman within a I ‘
few minutes, It should be pointed out that these notes i
would not duplicate those taken by conference steno- :
graphers, To be fully useful to the press, they must :
|

be taken by a trained newsman who knowe what is newsworthy,
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APPENDIX A. .
Report of the Public Meeting Held in Queens Park,

Bridgetown, Barbados, March 27, 1944
J. L. ing, O.W.I, and press adviser

Between 1,600 and 2,000 persons were present--about
98% colored. About 15 delegates and other persons connected
with the West Indian Conference were present, and all
were invited up on to the speakers' platform when they
arrived. (The writer stayed in a side aisle in the
midst of the crowd).

(The meeting was called by left-wing Barbados
political leaders, and was understood to be intended
as a publiec protest againgt the selection--and actlons
during the open sessions of the conference--of the two
Barbados delegates. All delegates to the conference
were invited to be present, and Sir Frank Stockdale had
answered for them that a previous engagement (a cocktall [
invitation from Mr. Stanley, the Colonial Secretary)
would make it difficult for them to attend.)

The following notes were entirely paraphrases,
except where surrounded by quotes.

Meeting Called to Order 8:30 P.M. by Mr, Beckles |

(Colored), Local Political Leader:

We're glad to welcome so many strangers--strangers
who will become fast friends of the people of Barbados.
(Cheers) Mr. Orawford (next speaker) fights with all

his strength to represent the interest of you peogple of

Barbados. (Cheeres)
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Orawford (Colored), Local Politiocal Leader:

This period is one of the most important in the
annals of this country. None of us expect immediate
results from this conference; we view it as a long term
matter. We have asked the dulng:taﬁ, and some Barbadians
well known to you, to come here and speak to you tonight.
You should be told something of ihu work of the Anglo- |
American Caribbean Commigsion, past, present and future.
We will aleo discugs the inadequacy of the representa-
tion we Barbadians have had at the aunruraﬁce.

(Mild cheers)

gatea, how eager Barbados 1s to obtain entry into the
United Btates for Barbadian workers. It would be of
incalculable asslstance if we could obtain even a small
quota. We think it 1s important that naitﬂar Barbados
delegate mentioned thlg matter at the open sesslons of
the conference. (Muttering) Also, we have hndreds of
unemployed seamen--stewards, cooks, engine room workera--
while the United States hasn't enough to man its ships.

I

Ts

ot |

gateg could be told that these seamen are ready to join
the United Nations war effort. (Mild cheers)

The growing epirit of solidarity in the West Indies
is
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is shown by the presence of go many delegates at the

West Indian Conference. We at long last are dropping
our ineular prejudices and are willing to come together 1
to plan our progress. Throughout the West Indies there
are people ready to throw thelr entire weight into the

struggle for progress. We must not fall to Jjoin them.

(Loud cheers)

Crawford Introduces Next Speaker:

T. V. Plerce (White) Newly Elected Churchwarden
of 8t. Michael's Parish Administration (in which
Bridgetown is located):

We are honored that the first West Indian conference

is being held here in Barbados. (Mild cheers) We are
proud of Barbados. (Outburst of jJeers and laughter) I i
gshould have sald, we are proud of being Barbadlans, but |
we are not proud of all conditions here in Barbados.
(Uproar of approval)

The Conference has a heavy reesponsibility.  (Quotees
from Commons speech of Secretary of State for Colonles,
explaining purpose of Anglo-American Caribbean Commigsion),
The Conference will get up the necessary machinery to
deal with the problems before it. (Very mild cheers)

Inter-igland transportation and industrialization

are two pressing probleme, Before the war, we had good

inter-igland gervice from the Royal Mall steamers.
Something
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Something like the same service 1s now being provided
by the Schooner Pool. (Note: the speaker here seemed
to skirt around an excellent opportunity to pralse the
Schooner Pool; he did not slight it, but he was completely
noncommittal). It is to be hoped that one of the results
of the Conference will be greater employment through
trangpertation. (No reaction)

Creation of local industries will largely depend
on means of inter-igland communication. Industry can't
be made to pay if it sells only to Barbados. Thie 1s
one reason for gome svatem of federation of thege colonlesg.
(Loud cheers) |

Of the 205,000 population of Barbados, over 84,000
are concentrated in the Parigh of 8t, Michaelg~-many of
them through migration from the country. Congestion and

unemployment are the result. The only cure is to permit

emigration, to the United States and other places.
(Cheers and local mutter: "They shoulda done it long
ago".) (Quotes from a Christian Solence Monitor article,
to the effect that the United States needs to import
labor). But strange to say, no scheme for emigration
from Barbsdos to the United Statee has been put forward.

We waited upon the Governor some monthe ago in regard to

emigration, and were told that no means of transportation

existed
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existed. This matter has been largely in the hands of
the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission. We have hopes
that the delegates here tonight will present our case.
(Cheers)

Certain people in Barbados shun the responsibilities
of curing unemployment. They leave such matters alone,
and don't understand the pressing need for something to
be done. (Very mild mutter) While I appreciate the
work of the delegates (meaning all--not the Barbadians),
and I don't think they willfully overlooked the unemploy-
ment situation, there's been nothing done about it. (No

reaction)

Crawford:

The Governor blundered when he didn't name Mr. Plerce
one of our delegates to the Conference. (Loud cheers)
(Note Crawford's eimilar remark at end about Branken and
Davig). The next speaker will be the Honorable V.A, Hill,
delegate from the United States Virgin Islands. (Cheers)
Hill will tell you something of conditions in the U, 8,

colonies. The comparison with our conditions will show

you that something i1s left to be desired somewhere. (Cheers)

Hill (Negro):
Your chairman has put me on the spot, However, it's

not my desire to draw any comparisons. It's my duty as a

delegate
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delegate to help improve the condition of all West Indian

territories. We are all badly off.
. There has been too little information avallable

between our islands. That's one of our greatest problems. 1

80 I will try to tell you something about my own igland. |
(Desoription of geography of Virgin Islands). We've :
had a certain amount of self government under our organic :
act of 1936, and we cherish it with our lives. We do ;
have adult suffrage ("Hear, Hear"). There is no income
qualification necessary to vote, (Gentle Murmur) We ;
have enough schools for all, (No reaction) We have |
compulsory education for all children (Rising murmur
of applause).....since 1842, (Shock of applause, whistling,
yells, etoc.)

(More description of Virgin Iglands, industry, eto.)

This conference has great significance. ‘'SBeparate,
we are nothing. Together we make a power." (Loud cheers) , |
We should thank our mother nations for this opportunity. |
(Mild cheers)
Regardless of the subjeots dealt with by the Confer-
ence, or the way each territory lg represented at the
Conference, it's up to the people to give their support.
Recommendations made here must be implemented by the
local governments. It's up to us to make them work,

(Murmur of approval).

Crawford
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Crawford:

Mr. Hill was very careful not to make comparisons, but
after listening to him you're forced to make comparisons
that won't be entirely favorable to "a certain imperial
power." LiLnud giggles) Our next speaker is Mr. J. A. |
Alexander, the other delegate from the Virgin Islands.

Alexander (White): ‘
(Opened with unintelligible reference to "the greatest

™

monarchy which 1s the only democracy," apparently compliment- |
ing Great Britain, and drawing mild approval).

There are more Virgin Islanders in the United States
than in the Virgin Islands, since over-populatiocn forced
them to emigrate. (Envious sighs) We are very happy to
be American citizens. (Hear! Hear!" and applause) But we
didn't get suffrage overnight. We had'to prove to the ;
U. S. Congress that we deserved it. (Half-serious moans)
However, the Danes, in a change of regulations in 1906, had

f“j

allowed us more representative government than was enjoyed
at that time by any British "dominion" except Bermuda and
Barbados. (Loud cheers = audience obviously not compre-
hending the exception).

Education in the Virgin Islands is free to all. (Shock

of cheering, excited discussion among audience).

Shipping difficulties have affected us all. The food

you eat 1s greatly due to the work of the Anglo=-American
Caribbean Commission. (Mild cheers)

Through
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Through the auspices of two great democracies (SIC)
may be the means of bringing a united West Indies. (Very
mild cheers)

Crawford:

Among the things the Virgin Islands has, which we most
want, is emigration to the United States. We envy them.
(No reaction) The American delegates should take away with
them this plea=-~to take away restrictions against immigration
by Barbadians as soon as possible after the war., (Very mild
murmur) This condition (difficulty of emigration from Brit-
ish West Indies to United States) is due to the British fear
that these islands would be depopulated. (No reaction) Now
you will hear from Mr, Julien, delegate from the Windward
Islands.

Julien (Light colored, highly cultured):

All the delegates, including those representing
Barbados, have done everything in their power to advance
unity, education, and general advancement of these islands.
(Cheers) We're fully aware of your population problem, but
there's nowhere we can recommend your going except Barbados.
(Laughterll) We're doing our best.

I ask you to stop imagining that Barbados or any other
island is the world. (Cheers) We must learn to ask for,
and demand, that these islands be brought together. (Cheers)
(Uncertain whether Julien meant by mere cooperation, or by

a formal federation, but it's a safe guess that the crowd

took it as the latter).

"Unless
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"Unless we get together, we are going to contimme to
be nobodies." (Cheers) It's up to you, the ordinary people,
to get together and become full-fledged West Indians. "It's

Crawford introduces D'Aguilar, British Guiana Adviser.

D'Aguilar (white):

What we all have to learn in this world is that unless
you work hard you get nothing. (Little reaction, but negro
in crowd remarked "Get nothing anyhow" and drew murmur of
agreement from his friends).

I deprecate any government spoon-feeding any people.
(Moderate cheers) Give them opportunities and facilities
and let them work out their own welfare. (Cheers)

(There followed considerable description of British
Guiana, its resources, and its need for labor from outside
to develop its interior--all drawing surprised and interested
oh's and ah's).

But we have no use for slackers in British Guiana, (Mild
"Hear! Heari")

There are some people who think they know all, do all,
and give all., (Giggles) I've seen that complex even in this
conference., (Stir) But they've had no place in the work of

this conference., (Cheers)

There's only one type of individual of any value to
himself
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himself and his neighborsj that's the man who .tries to pro=-
duce for himself. (Mild murmur of approval)

(More about British Guiana wanting only people who
will work hard, drawing repeated (Murmurs of approval).

We have reached the stage at the conference where it
seems to me possible for us to arrive at unity of purpose.
You may be assured that the decisions reached will be for
the benefit of the entire area., (Mild applause)

Crawford:

Our next speaker will be Judge Willlam Hastie., He 1s
now dean of law at Howard University. (Cheers) Until
recently he was civilian adviser to the Secretary of War.
And I'm going to tell you something about that which Judge
Hastle would probably rather not have me tell. He resigned
that position, because he didn't agree with the discrimina=-
tion practiced against negroes in the U.S. Army (Bhocked
silence - a very definite reaction - not a failure to

understand).

Hastie (Light colored)t

(Opened with explanation of two theories of government--
the Hamiltonian one, sincerely interested in the people's
welfare, but convinced that wise leaders must direct the
government-~ the Jeffersonian, that the people are best able

to govern themselves, and can be trusted to do the best job

of it in the long run).

Both
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Both these theories of govermment are still with us
today, and both seem to have proved to be possible theories.
I suppose both of them will always be with us, and always be
argued. But the views of those who believe that the people

can make their own decisions seem to have been contimally
vindicated throughout the past hundred years. (No reaction)

It's a hard thing to hear the responsibility of self- |
rule, but I belleve it can be done. We look to you Barbadlans
and to all the peoples of the world to administer the power

U to rule themselves wisely. (No reaction) |

Crawford introduces Dr. Fernos Isern, Puerto Rican delegate:

Fernos: |

|

ﬁ (Opened by apologizing for his accent, and drew very ‘
friendly chuckles., Stressed many problems of Caribbean,

! ending=====) I believe there are always solutions when : ‘
there is good faith and understanding, and this conference '

'} has confirmed my belief. (No reaction)

Crawford introduces Teodoro Moscoso, of Puerto Rico.
Moscoso1

When the Caribbean Commission was created, many sincere
Puerto Ricans thought they had little to gain from the other
West Indies. They were very proud of their own standards,
and afraid contact with others would bring their standards
down. That was a great mistake. The purposes of the

: Commission and this Conference have been to raise all
standards
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standards to the highest level=--not bring all down to the
lowest. (No reaction) Puerto Rico has much to learn from
you, and we believe you have much to learn from us. I
believe this Conference will give us all an opportunity to
learn. We hope, for instance, that arrangements will'be
made to look into the possibilities of opening up British

Guiana. (Cheers)

Crawford introduces C. A. Braithwaite, a colored Paderewski
in appearance. The crowd howled him down for several minmutes
until he sat down. The audience and even the master of
ceremonies laughed. (A Negro in the audience explained that
Braithwaite was an "antlgue," and would talk for two hours
if he got started. Another said he was a former spokesman
for the masses who had "sold out" to the British governing

class.)
Crawford introduced Dr., Rafael Pico, Puerto Rican delegate:
Picot

We are all children of the Caribbean Sea, not only
because we are neighbors but because we have similar
problems=~low standards of living. We mustl have education,
industries, fishing, production, in nrdarlthat we may
survive. (Mild applause)

(Description of Puerto Rican conditions--population per
arable acre about as dense as that of Barbados, etc. Crowd
obviously surprised)

One of the steps to improve conditions is this con-
ference. (Cheers) And I feel that it's been of great

value to the delegates to come here tonight and meet the

people of Barbados. The feeling we've received here will
help
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help us make better dpciainna. You are part of this great
work., I hope we will make recommendations that will be
beneficial to Barbados, Puerto Rico, and the whole Caribbean.
(Considerable applause, seemingly more as tribute to Pico
than to final sentiments.)

Branken, Local Political Leader (White or almost so)s

I move on behalf of us all a hearty vote of thanks.
(Cheers) We've been very depressed to see nothing in the
papers about the work of our own delegates. (Mild murmur
of assent) Our delegates should have been chosen from the
lower chamber, which pays the bills. (No reaction) The
less we say about our labor commissioner (Perrin, one of

the Barbados delegates), the better. (No reaction).

Crawford introduces Lewis, Local Politician, saying: "It's
our opinion that the Governor should have chosen as delegates
Mr. Lewis and Mr,., Branken."

Lewis (White, Irish, obviously a famous local wit):

We've heard so much about the historic importance of
this conference, but I agree with Doctor Pico that what good-=-
if any (Laughter) --that may come out of this conference will
come from the delegates coming down here to meet and get the
reaction of the people of Barbados. It's unfair to the
delegates to expect them to meet the real people of Barbados
at cocktail parties. (Obviously referring to Colonial
Secretary's partywhich constituted previous engagement)
(Shock of cheers and laughter) They may get the "spirit"

of the country, but they'll miss the spirit of the people.
(Thunderous
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(Thunderous laughter) |
(About five mimutes more of wisecracks, some barbed, |i'

but most of them for the mere sake of wisecracking). |
End of meeting-- Audience strolled away recalling Lewis's |

brighter remarks. Little apparent serious discussion, but |

a generally hopeful and satisfied feeling. ool

e  y ';
|

L
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 APPENDIX B

Observations by delegate from St. Thomas

and St. John, U, 8. Virgin Islands, as
incorporated in

BILL NO. 197
THE FOURTH MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF ST. THOMAS & ST. JOHN
1943~1944

Resolution Accepting the Report of West Indian Conference
which was held in Barbados, B.W.I., on Behalf of the
Municipality of St. Thomas and St. John,

WHEREAS, In Jamiary, 1944, in a communique issued
jointly by the Government of the United States and His
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, it was an-
nounced that the Anglo-American Caribbean énmmissiun
would inaugurate a regular system of West Indian Con=-
ferences "to broaden the base for approach to Carib=-

bean problems'"; and,

WHEREAS, The first of these Conferences was held
at Barbados, B.W.I., March 21-30, 1944, at which the
?iggin Islands, U.S.A., were represented by a delegation;
and,

WHEREAS, The Conference has adopted a comprehensive
Report that embodies many valuable and practical recom-
mendations for the solution of certain economic problems
existing in the colonies and territories of the Carib=-
bean Areaj; and,

WHEREAS, The Municipal Council, the Executive, and
the People of the Municipality of St. Thomas and St. John,
are well aware of the importance and necessity for West
Indian collaboration for the solution of economic pro-
blems common to allj and,

WHEREAS, In principle the activities of the Con=-
ference are ﬁighly endorsed by the Municipality of
St. Thomas and St. Johnj and,

WHEREAS, Many of the recommendations made in the
Report of the Conference are of importance and value to
this Municipalitys

NOW,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, and it 1s hereby

. resolved by the Iuninipal Council uf gt. Thomas and

5 8t. John in session assembled, That the Report of the
West Indian Conference, be, and is hereby accepted and
endorsed by the Municipalily of St. Thomas and St. John,

Virgin Islandsj; and,

| IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, That every effort be made to
have the splendid recommendations of the Conference im-
plemented in this Municipality for the economic and social

well being of the People; and, i

| IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution

| be transmitted to the President of the United States, the
Secretary of the Department of the Interior, the British
Co=-Chairman of the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission, and
the United States Co=-Chairman of the said Commisslon.

® Thus passed by the Municipal Council of St.
y Thomas and St. John at its Ordinary Meeting held

Thursday, April ~13, 1944, at 8100 o'clock p.m.

Witness our Hands and the Seal of the Hunicipai Council
of St. Thomas and St. John this fourteenth day of April,

A.D., 1944,
I /8/ Valdemar A, Hill /s/ Roy'P; Gordon,
CHATRMAN. SECRETARY.

"
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APPENDIX C
Speech of Mr, Taussilg

at the
Opening Session - Legislative Council Chambers
Barbados - March 21, 1944

Your Excellency, Mr, Chairman and Delegates to the

|
| West Indian Conference: .
|

‘ It is particularly eppropriate that the first West

| Indian Conference should be held in Barbadoe. There hss
been a traditional assoclation and friendehlip between the

l.' people of the United States and the people of Barbados
that dates back to the founding of eur Republic.

But we are not here to concern ourselves with the

past other than the lessons it has taught and the legacy
of problems which it has bequeathed to us. The primary

concern of this Conference 1s the present and the future,

At thie moment, as the Conference gets under way,

you the delegates to the Conference are only a collection
| of individusls; ten: days ffam now, depending on your wisdom,

courage and energy, you will have become & unified body,
carrying weight and suthority in the councile of the world.
The authority thet you wlll wield will be of the most
potent kind -- that of a vigoroue public opinion. XYour

. deliberatlione ﬁay well have an important effect on the
future of the Caribbean.

For some time paet, 1t has been recognlized that many

of the more pressing problems of the colonles and dependen-

ciee of the Caribbean sre problems held in common by the

countries
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countries represented at this Conference and other countries
of the area which we hope will ultimately Jjoin us in our
work. The Joint approach to the regional probleme promises
to be far more effective than the efforts of the individual
territories working alone. ‘
A substantial part of the agenda of the Conference is
devoted sto subjects designed to increase the self-gufficlency
of the area, but we are all aware that the wellbeilng of the ‘
Caribbean is dependent in large measure on its relations
with the rest of the world. The conclusions which thig
Conference reaches will, of course, be transmitted to the '
governments of the United States and Great Britain. And
where action 1s required by those countries,- the Anglo- '
American Caribbean Commigsion will prege for 1t on your
behalf, But the influence of the Conference will go far
beyond the countries directly participating. ‘
We are pleased to have with us as observers represen-
tatives of Canada, French West Indies and the Netherlands -l
terrltories in the Weet Indies. Many other countries,
both within this area snd in other parts of the world,
have expressed interest in your deliberatione and the
Commiesion will gee to it that they receive the Conference's
report.
The Conference has a significance that goes far beyond

the periphery of the Caribbeen, The functioning of this

international regionsl machinery coneieting of the Anglo-

American
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American Caribbean Commigeion, the Caribbean Research
Council and the Weet Indlan Conference ig being scrutinized
closely by many nations as the pogslible model for other
reglonal commissions which will enable the dependent areas
of the world to improve théir conditions through collective
action.

Coneldering the salubrious climate en)oyed by the
terrltories of the Caribbesn, it 1s perhaps stralning a
metaphor to say that this Conference will inelet that
the area be given 1ﬁs place in the sun, Irrespective
of the sppropriatenese of the figure of speech, the West
Indlen territorliee will through thls Conference and succeed-
ing ones demand thelr Just and proper place in the economic

and soclal organizatlon of the world.
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Radio Address of Mr, Tauesig
Broadcast From Barbados, B.B.C.
~ March 24, 1944

Sir Frank, what has lmpressed me 1s the fact that
the first West Indian Conference 1e taking place whille
we are ptill engaged in war. These British colonles and
American territories, unwilling to awalt the ultimate
peace conference, already are pooling thelr common problems
and seeking a solution for them, Withln a2 few monthe after
active gubmarine waerfare has receded from the shores of
the Caribbeen sea, delegates from the United States end
British dependencies in the Caribbean area are meetling
around a common table, individuslly and collectively bent
on attaining those things for whleh we are righting.‘

It should be a great inspiration to the men now at
the fighting frnnta who come from thle reglon to know that
thelr represenatives are meeting thls week in Barbados 1in
‘order to help create better llving conditlone for them
when they return, Prectical plans are belng coneldered
at this Conference for raieing the nutritional standards
of the area, This will mean more and better food for the
common people who are generally under-nourished. If the
plane under consideration at this Conference are carrled
out, and I believe they will be, our fighting men will

find when they return better houses and new safeguards

for




for thelr health and that of their loved ones. They will
find new opportunities for education, They will find
opportunities for vocational training and employment. These
are the goals of the West Indian Conference.

None of ue 18 so foolighly optimistic as to think thay
will be accomplished u;ﬁrniéht. But I, for one, am firmly
convinced that in the last few deys, a beginning has been
made. The Anglo-American Caribbean Commigsion, of which
you, S8ir Frank, and I are respectively Britigh and United
States co-chairmen, will keep the needs nf the Caribbean
countries constantly before our governments. And of course
the West Indian Conference, which is a etanding body, will
meet ageln.

I have also been ilmpressed, Sir Frenk, with the ability,
zeal and friendliness of the delegates to this Conference,
They constitute a truly democratic agsemblage. About half
of them are direct represettatives of the people of their
respectlve terrlitories. All of them have been chosen with-
out regard to race, creed or color, It is the firet time
in history that the peoples of dependent areas have been so
directly represented at an international conference. It
should be heartening to all of us to know that a few of
the projects and schemes for gilving employment that have
been discussed at this Conference will actually be under-
way within a few monthse. Thig ig an earneet that the West
Indlan Conference 1s not only plenning for the future but

lg aleo 1lnelsting on action now.
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Final, Corrected Version of Speech of
Mr, Charles W, Taussig at the Closing
Segslon of the Weet Indian Conference,
March 30, 1944 at the Harrison College,
Bridgetown, Barbados

i —————— ——

Mr, Chairman, I serve warning to you now that I am
going to be out of order. I am going to make two speeches,
and I hope I will have the courage to continue to speak
even though you may protest. I am not going to talk to
the delegates of thie Conference; they have heard suf-
flclent from thig bench by now, My first address will
be only a little ghorter than my second. It will be
directed to the Press.

Gentlemen of the press, I want to tell you -- end I ‘
think I can spesk for everyone in this room -- that we are
moet eppreclative of the sympathetlc consideration that
you havL given thls conference. The reports of our de-
libersationg, here on a small island in the Caribbesn,
would not hasve reached out very far hed 1t not been for
the efforts of the Press. I am not going to put our
appreciation in the form of a resolution, for as I said
at the beglnning I am going to be out of order. To put
1t simply, I thank the gentlemen of the presgs on behalf
of this conference, (CHEERS)

My tinnd ghort address will be to the students of

Harrlison College assembled in the gallery of this hall

and
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and those of Queens College in the audience, who repregent
the young paopln.of the West Indies. I think that the
elderly gentlemen on the floor have had enough consideration.
During their labors here, they have 1lit a torch; it will be
up to you young people to carry it hereafter. I have no
objection if the delegates wish to remain and listen to my
talk to you, (LAUGHTER)

Young men and young women of the West Indies, this
Cnnferehce hag produced a set of recommendationes dealing
wilth soclsl and economic matters, which should provide
the framework for a new era in the Caribbean. It i in
fact an economic and sociel Bible for the Caribbean region,
Maeny of the thinge recommended in the report can end must
be put into effect immediately. (CHEERS) That responsi-
bllity must fell upon the weary shoulderg of the old
gentlemen before you. But a great desl can be carried
on only by you young men and women and your colleagues,
throughout the West Indles.

Thle report contains gome of the ingredientes of e
new era for the people of the Caribbean. The very fact
that by the Joint action of the United States and Great
Britain theee delegates from ten Britigh and United States
dependencles were able to meet here, implies respongibility
on the part of the two parent countries to cooperate with

them. There 1s one thing, however, that 1s misgsing from

the
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the report, and that is something that these delegates
could not have put there.

The resolutione contained in this report may be
compared to the ingredients for msking a loaf of bread,
You have here the flour, salt, shortening, and other
materials, but there is no leavening. The leavening
must come from you young men and women,

What constitutees that leavening? In the first plaée,
there must be the deesire to do the Job., In the second
place, there must be the falth that the Job gan be done,
(CHEERS)

For some time the generation that you are looking
down upon has been unwilling to face realities, The world
ls not as pleasant e place ag it might be; it ig particular-
ly unpleasant at the present time. I cannot offer you any
hope for the ilmmedlate future as regaerde the atmosphere in
which ell of us.are going to live. If histdry repeates
itself, as 1t usually does, there will be, following the
war, & great period of unrest. That unreét will show
iteelfl in the Carlibbean as well as in other parte of the
world, There will be much disillueionment; there will be
much that will discourage you. But my plea to you young
men and women 1s that you keep the faith. If you consider
carefully what thie Conference hag put before you, 1f you

carry on with 1lntelligence and coursge, you can make a new

world in the Ceribbean, (CHEERS)
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Speech of Charles W. Tauesig

Broadcest from Barbados
over B.B.C.
Marech 30, 1944

8ir Frank, there were geveral ghort addresses made
at the final sesslon thls morning that impressed me, and
that gave point to both the content and the background
of the Conference's final report. There ig not sufficlent
tlme for me to touch on all of them, but I will tzke a
moment to comment on the remarke made by Dr. Pico, one
of the delegates from Puerto Rico,

Dr. Pico called our attention to an element of prime
lmportance that entered into this Conference. Gathered
here were the delegates rrnm,g}ght Britlish colonies and
two Unlted States dependenclies in the Caribbean region.
What most impressed the delegate from Puerto Rico was the
fact thaet all of the discussions, both in public meetings
end in executive sessions, were the free expressions of the
delegates, uninhlibited by any pressure or restrictions from
the mother countries. Grievances were aired and remedies
suggeeted in a democratic atmosphere of free speech.

Another point which Dr, Pico thought most significent
end encouraging was the fact that although the governments
of the United States and Great Britain are engeged in a
decielve war, wlth all of their energles devoted to the
winning of 1t, they had the time, the patience, ¥nd the

Juetice
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Juetice to convene this Conference in ur&er to give heed ,

ki

to the aspirations of dependent peoplees, i

For many months past there has been no cuestion that
the United Nations would ultimately and decisively win °
1tﬁia-war. There have been aumé among us, however, ﬂﬁo
were not certain we would win the peace., There wae the
fear in the minds of many that dependent peoples of the
world might not rind themeelves in any happler position ]
after the war than before it. ‘
If we consider what has transpired during the past
ten days at this West Indian Conference as & symbol of
a new attitude on the part of greet nations toward their
colonles and dependencies, they may be assured that gome

of thelr moet burning aspirations will be fulfilled.
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Talk on West Indian Conference
8ir Frank Stockdale

April 3, 1944
BEC Feed

I have been asked to<«give a short talk about the West
Indian Conference that ended in Barbados last week, and I
hope that any of you who don't happen to live in the West
Indies won't immediately switch off on the ground that this
talk has nothing to do with you. In actual fact, it has.,
This Conference may find a place in world history, as it is
likely to be helpful in solving not only the problems of the
Caribbean area, but also those of other parts of the world
where somewhat similar problems are present. It may,
indeed, prove to be a pointer to the way of dealing with
colonial problems on a regional basis.,

The Caribbean, in which we can include the mainland
colonies of British Guiana and British Honduras, includes
some independent nations and a considerable number of
colonles and dependencies of various Powers, notably Great
Britain and the United States. These countries in the Carib-
bean contain men of various races and with many different
sectional interests. Yet, to an extraordinary degree this
area of island and mainland territories of the Caribbean can
be considered as one, and, if it could think as one, it
should be possible to get an increase in the well being and
happiness of all. If the various islands and territories
could begin freely to exchange information and ideas with
one another and can help one another in definite practical
ways, considerable progress would be possible.

The Conference, which has just ended, was summoned by
the Anglo=-American éaribbaan Commission, and it was purely
an Anglo-American affairs as far as the delegates and their
advisers were concerned, Canada, however, sent an observer
and so did the Netherlands West indies. (Paris?) could not
find i1t possible to send an observer on this occasion. And
here I would like to make 1t clear that there never has been
and never will be any suggestion that any inhabitant of the
West Indies will become less British or less American because
he begins to think of the Caribbean as a whole. Nor, of
course, 1s there any reason why he should feel any 18ss
loyalty or affection for his own particular island or

territory.

He will want to know whether or not this Conference--
the first international West Indian Conference in history-=-

was
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was a success, In my own view, it was emphatically most
successful, with quite a runnrﬂnhla atmosphere of good will

and good fellowship from the very start and this was con-
timued throughout. In the opening sessions there was some
tendency towards insularity in the speeches of several
delegates but this disappeared as the Conference proceeded

and every one seemed to want not only to say what his partl—
cular island or territory was doing, but to know in:nrmal%g :
as well as formally just what was being done elsewhere. e
spirit of cooperation grew as the Conference proceeded with |
the discussions of the several items on the agenda. But Y
of course, there was much more in it than this. The reai way
to astima{u the measure to which the Conference succeeded 1is

to look over the reports of the Committees of the Conference, .
which dealt with agriculture, fisheries, public health indus~-
tries, and the planning of public works of different kinds.
These reports were accepted by the Conference and will be
embodied in the full Report which is now in the printer's

hand. What impressed me most about these reports are the
definite and clear-cut recommendations, phrased in language
which can readily be understood.

There are many different points of view and sectional
interests represented on these Committees in the Conference,
and the delegates might well have introduced reports to which
any one might agree because they did not say anything worth
saying or because they were vaguely phrased, but this is not
the case of the Committees! reports of this Conference. Many
differences of opinion were thrashed out and the fact that
the reports are so extremely definite and the recommendations
so clear cut shows how clearly the delegates had grasped the
conception of Caribbean unity. As I have said before, the
full Report of the Conference is now with the printers, and
copies of it should be available shortly. The Report has
been accepted by the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission, to
whom it was presented, and will quite shortly be tranami%ted
to the Governments of the United Kingdom and the United States
and to the Governments of the Colonies and Territories in the
~ Caribbean who are concerned.

When I say that the Conference was a success, you may
think that since I was Chairman of it, I am a 1itfle biased,
but I don't think I am., I have tried to view its achieve-
ments impartially, and I know that Mr. Charles Taussig, the
United States Co-Chairman of the Anglo-American Caribbean
Commission, feels as strongly as I do that the Conference
was a real success. This 1s also the opinion of all the
delegates who attended it and also of the press and general
public of Barbados. Mr., Allan, one of the delegates from
Jamaica, said in broadcast tha% he regarded the Conference

- as an hlsturieal occasion in the lives of the Caribbean

peoples, the values of which could not be over-estimated,
and
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and Mr, Valdemar Hill, the delegate from the Virgin

Islands of the United Btntau also said in a broadcast
speech that the Conference haa been successful beyond

t imagination of the most optimistic, so you can see

that there 1s a considerable degree of unaniuity on the

subject, I know that I did not myself hear a single dis-

senting volce, and all delegates, upon leaving informed

me that they lntendud to do all éhat they caul& to see that

the recommendations of the Conference were promptly acted

upon.

And what 1s the next step? The Conference has re=-
ported to the Anglo=-American Caribbean Commission, and the
Commission has accepted its report. It will transmit the
reports to the Governments concerned and will urge most
strongly that the necessary action be taken without delay.

I have little doubt of the response we shall get, re-
membering, of course, that these are times in whlch nothing
can be done which.wiil in 4ny way detract from the war ef-
fort of both Britain and the United States. If there 1is
any delay in acting on the Report of the Conference, publiec
opinion will soon demand to know the reason why. % there-
fore, remains for all of us in the West Indles to see to 1t
that the necessary action on the findings of the Conference,
as recorded in its Report, 1s taken as soon as possible.

The Conference has not closed down for good. It has
technically speaking adjourned, and the resolution was pas=
sed before the delegates left Barbados, asking that it
should meet again within a year.

There are many subjects which could not be inecluded
in the agenda of this first session. Several of these
require only consideration, and it is probable that inter-
Caribbean trade and education will find a place in the
agenda of the Conference of next year. These subjects were
mentioned from time to time in the publiec discussions of
the present Conference, and when I speak of education, I
mean not only the resular school courses, which 1ndeed,
are in need of revision, but also practical training to fit
people for life as well as the inculcation of a general
social sense. The Anglo=-American Caribbean Commission must
carry on collecting the data necessary for the next Con=-
ference. These things, and many others, can be set in
motion as long as we have behind us men who like the
delegates to this Conference have the vision to recognize
that what helps the Caribbean is to the advantage of all,
and what helps one unit of the West Indian chain can be
made of assistante to the others, provided that
parochialism and insularity are relegated to the background
for the common good.

As
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As I aaid in the besinning you can indeed look beyond
our area of island, mainland nn& sea in the Caribbean, and
cast our eyes to n&hnr regions of the world. Elaawharu there
are other areas within whose boundaries are men of different
nationnliti-a and races, who could give each other mutual aid
and support if they cuuid only view their problems regionally
as well as nationally and racially.
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APPENDIX D | 3
Significance of Conference manifested in amount of
new » magazine and radio comment.

L]

That this small conference held in an isolated part
of the world was considered significant is indicated by
the amount of space devoted not only in the West Indian
press, but in Great Britain and in the United States,
That 1t had more than losal significance was indicated
by such magazinee as Time and Business Week. Our American
Consul, Wellington, New Zealand, sent the following
cablq addressed to the Secretary of State:

"The New Zealand Government is greatly interest-
ed in the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission and
the current conference at Barbados because they
think it may serve as a pattern for the Pacific
Reglonal Conference envisaged in the Australia-
New Zealand Agreement",

In Puerto Rico, the two leading Spanish newspapers,
El Mundo and El1 Imparcial, devoted much space to daily
reports br the Conference, Both E1 Mundo and the World
Journal, leadling Englieh paper of San Juan, printed the
resolutions of the Conference in toto,

| Facllitlies of the BBC were made avallable in Bar-
bados and two forum broadcasts , with four members of
the Conference participating in each broadcast, were
arranged by the British members, BBC made a rebroadcast
via short wave throughout the British Empire. About

200,000 worde of material were used by press and rndiQ.

Extraots
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Extracts from the press are contained in the
following quotations:

Favorable Comments

"The economic problems of the Caribbean islands
are much the same, ne matter what flag they fly., We
belleve Charles Taussig, president of the American
section of the commiseion, is right in calling the
conference 'a new type of world organization',

¥If suocessful here, the same spirit of coopera-
tion across political lines could well be extended
to other areas, as the Pacific Islands",

ladelphia Record
. March 26, 1044

"Without ostentation and in all humility the
Caribbean territories yesterday entered into a pact
whleh foreshadows cooperation as its keynote, ...

"There was free and unhindered discussion in
open Conference and Committees during ten days on a
multiplicity of problems and tolerance and co-operation
alded in evolving recommendations acceptable to-all,

"The Conference has been an unqualified success
and &8 triumph for Democracy. It is for the Government
of these territories in conjunction with the mother
countries to lose no time in implementing th
recommendations, " :

Barbados Advocate
March 31, 1044,

L]

"The first West Indies Conference to be held
under Anglo-Amerlcan Caribbean auspices ended in Barbados
last Thursday in an atmosphere of cordial goodwill and
confidence, The work accomplished has been substantial,
+eslt can be sald that the general agreement reached on
measures for improving living conditions provides g frame-
work, as one speaker put it, within which a new era can
be worked out for the Caribbean,
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"When the conference opened we sald it should not be
expected to usher in the millenium and we repeat the warning.
It 18 easy to be carried away by prospects of increased
intercolonial trade and so on, But we must not forget that
this will of itself solve few problems, since it is ob-
vious that export business with manufacturing centres 1s
indispensable for Colonies which are primary producers, and
must be put on a better footing if solid progress is to
be realized. Nevertheless 1t would be foollsh to regard ;
the assembly just concluded as anything but a substantlal
gnhiazamant...Tha faot remains that a soufhd job has been

one, :

The Trinidad Guardilan

"In general, these recommendations clearly involve
a much wider approach to the economic problems of the
Caribbean than has hitherto been taken, Inevitably, they
raise the question whether programmes of this nature could
be carried out by nearly a dozen different administrations
of two nationalities, brought together only in an advlisory
conference, or whether some beginninges of central admini-
stration will not have to be contrived."

The Economist
April 8, 1524
... "But the delegates representing U. S. and Britlsh
possessions in the West Indies were enthuslastic about thie

bold, cooperative attempt to solve the problems of a paln-
fully depressed reglon.

«.+"British and U, 8. indifference, local antipathies
must be overcome before any plans can be translated into
action, But the planners were excited and hopeful, They
were sketching a pattern for post-war cooperation among
colonial powers',

Time
April 10, 1944

'Euoh matters do not make for sensational news,
But their importance ought not ®Bo be minimized. ...

The
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The whole Caribbean is astir, And it is astir because, for
the first time, it is engaged in realistic self-examination,
Out of that exerolise, important developments will undoubted-
ly come. They will not come rapidly. The cautlous pro-
cedure of the oconference, the obvious wariness of some of
the delegations, the discovery of inter-Caribbean conflicts
along with inter-Caribbean bases of cooperation--all these
factors suggest that no Caribbean Utopla is around the
corner. But they suggest, too, that this new reglonal out-
look is being taken seriously",

Baltimore Sun
April 19,

“The concrefte recommendations made at the first
West Indian Conference, recently concluded at Bridgetown
Barbados, have made i1t more probable than ever that an
economic integration between the distressed lslands of the
Caribbean may come about under the auspilces of the far-
sighted Anglo-American Caribbean Commission., Never before
have representatives of the colonies themselves met together
to discuss common problems, and it presages, in the mlnds
of many both in industry and government, a definite trend
toward international collaboration on a regional scale®,

The gnurnal of Commeroce
Apri , 1044

“Hard-headed American businessmen, who have thelr
hands full with problems of supplies, taxation, reconversion
and the like, may not be fully aware of the growing move-
ment in the Caribbean area to improve the economy of this
traditionally backward section,

"But bold, new ideas placed under a spotlight by
suave Britishere and bustling Americans, working together

‘under the benign aegis of the Anglo-American Caribbean

Commiseion in its first formal congress, mark & new high in
international cooperation in this hemlephere. If they are
effectuated, the American businessman will one day have
reason to be very interested indeed",
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_birth of the new Job",
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Unfavorable Comments ‘

"We in theee colonies have long enjoyed our British
assoolation and to this connection we make the following
statement, Bold as it may appear, it is backed by a
truth which finds its echo in the inner recesses of our
very souls, that we will listen to no tamperings of a
political nature affecting the status of our islands,

We appreclate to the fullest extent the help which the
U. S. A. have been to the inhabitants of these islands;
we appreclate the fact of their valuable contribution to
the war effort of the United Natione; but we prefer to
remain British as we are, If therefore, our suspicion
is Justified, in the least, let us issue a warning and
& golemn reminder that, the conference programme as
published in that press release, be not modifed to in-
clude any interference with the political status of our

Caribbean Colonies®,
Union Hanuenﬁar (8t. Kitf:}
Maro y 19 _

"While there has been active cooperation on the
part of Governor Tugwell and high State Department
offlclals with the motives and asplrations of the
Commiselon, there have been many responsible Puerto
Ricans and Americans who have had thelr reservations
about its work, There has been a wide-spread fear that
equalizing social and political conditions in the Carib-
bean can only be the result of lowering standardes in the
American islande in the direction of admittedly over-
governed and underfed British islands,

"It is notable,and to the unattached sympathizer
inexplicable, that not a single political leader of
Puerto Rico 1s attending the Conference at Bridgetown,
The men on whom the success or failure of the whole job
wlll eventually depend, show very little interest in the

Puerto Rico World Journal
March 21, 19 :
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"The Conferences are purely advisory with no
executive powers unless speclally entrusted to them by
their governments, ... 80 far as one can see the Con-
ferences are not earth shaking bodies as seemed to be
too readily assumed--a good deal of platitudinal hot
alr appears to have been released at the Barbadn!
Conference".

Ant&gg% gtar
Marc
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