


TELEGRAM
The White House
Washington

NA3OPOH 91 7:00 a. m.
fr, New York, N. Y., Aug. 28, 1939

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt: (personal, urgent.)

Please, please let me speak to the President on the telephone, I
believe I know how to save Germany, save Poland and avoid a war. I
think I know the mind of Hitler and the mind of Germany. I will agreae
that 1% 1s practically all I do know. But please let me speak to him
sarllest tomorrow morning, before it is too late. My telephone is
Hotel Lombardy, Plaza 3-8600. The President will understand my idea,
but 1t 1s essential to get 1t to Britaln before they answer Hitler,

Dorothy Thompson,
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i my contract. - rather Ogden Reld) have ' *
nmr foérgiven me mr the felactinn stand, TItt's. L
= . amezing to me to what lengths partisan raeiing :
' ., .can go &t a time like this, I am going to the
e - Bell B;yﬂdicﬂtﬂ, as of March 16th when my contract . i
" explires, and will -appear after that in he Pcst :
; 1;-.~as a ev York outlet, oy JEA_ark

o

: Iin aarz:;r, becans e T thini there ;
' tu be more cireulation of blood —— I don't 11ks to -
~see all the Liberal writers in one place and all .
. the conservative in another, or all the pro- .
Administration and all the anti-ﬁﬂministratiun
' 11;1&:1 up under .!Bparute rnora. '

. I want you to Yo m;at I do nnt
suffer financially by the change, You are so
kind, that I feared ¥ou might hear of it and that
11; wuld Worry :rbu. 50 I wam: you to know this, -

' And - & ‘favor, Dr::r you thin.l.s: that %
~ some time suon‘:[ could heve a talk with the
President, There are a few things that I em
- deeply anxlous to discuss with him! ° I have
- réfrained from pushing this, because I know how
. burdened he 13, but I have- nne or ' two ideas that
I fear to publicize withﬂut cmsultmg him,

flt o With warm gacq wishas
e S Mthnuly ymn-a. _
l&rs. Frank_‘l.:ln D chswelt», o

The White House, . - . %
W&shingtrnn, D.U. & i Tl
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B 2l b . ' | Here 1s the memofiandum about which
I spoke, It is badly typed, becauee I am a bad - ;
typiet, and I do not wish ta diotate it, or give it
- to type, éven to my own secretary, Besides, ghe is

celebrating Thanksgiving, :
; I ghould like to add this: hhe

power of the Axis powers derives from thelr complete

-consequentiality. They do not act in a complicated

way, but in a eimples way, Sc should we, The simple

way 18 to know who your enemies are, and defedt them,
by "every known political, psychological, and

military means, going on the fully justified assumption

that any quarter given by us will be abused and .

exploited by them. .

: i In advance of being able to act

fully militarily, we must act fully politically and
psychologieally, In the present word, only the act

is of diplomatic importance, Hitler's politics

conslsts entirely of acte; words are only ueed to
secure time for acte; none of the time secured, howsver,
must ald the enemy agalnst whom the act 1s to be

directed. . ] :
If we take Martinique “holding 1t in

a fiducliary capacity for a Free France", the Act

immediately has an lmmense political and psychologlcal
effect, in Burope (in France, Germany, and Britain),

in South America (The United States means what she says,
and is audacious and powerful), in the Far East, for

the pame reason, and on American public opinion, America
wlll become exclted with the first Aperican coup.
Otherwise defeatism and appessement sentiment will

'grow. One succeseful act prepares for another. Nothing

succeeds like puccess. Nothing is so admired as _ '
etrength, The thking of Martinique, ite occcupation by
American marines, makew the Western Hemisphere polioy
vielble and autuali Talk won't, The reperoussione in
the "war of nerves® will be world-wide, The smallest

act is more important than the biggest talk, There must
be no preparation for 1t, with publie opinion, Publie
oplnlon in this case nust

follow, not precede--~because
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polioy and the Monroe Doctrine has prepared 1t.

- - ¥ 4
Beg the President, from me, to be his own foreign

minigter, and to tell the 8tate Dgpartment, not listen.
'The _rsuiﬂunt'ia" e only man in Washington with an . .
instinot . about foreign polioy. Instinot-- the intangible
: _your unconsolous mind and your nerve ends tell you
is right; the accumulation of dossiers, diplomatic reports,
eto, ete, tell nothing, for they are 'mostly written by
people without noses, who report what the Italian am-
baseador told at dinner the night before, Everything has
- an inner logic, and we know all we need to know- at

least the Preaidant does! namely, that the Fasolst .
powers intend to conquer the world and exploit all of ds,
and that the only thing that glves them pause is aotion,
And that democracy is perishing because 1t 1s impotent to
take audaclous aatien,

The minute we take Martinique, the President
ehould make & peace speech, broadecast on all the ghort-
waves of the world, and to America-- all languages.,

But 1t ehduld be a totally different sort of peace gpeech
than any we have heard yet.. not a plea, a statement,

It should envisage the kind of world we intend to live in,
Be a psychologleal blitz-krieg.

it has already ﬁann'praﬁﬁrid;:.thc'nhnln;tlnﬁqiﬁ hemisphere
t '- ¥ .

One must search out mfl evarghpsyahnlaginal weaknegg
in the enemy; every Achillee heel, e moment anyone pulls
a fast one on Hitler and mtmm catches him ( or his
henchmen) napping, his magnetism begins to fall, For the
United States to be, for twenty-four hours, the

world s headlines in an audacieum coup d'etat dmftmi
deflects Attentlon from Hitler, We should crowd the Axis
out of the news, Only the political and psychological
offensive has glamour-- when it is succeaaful, ,

Abaﬁiuta and complete consequentiality-- the deed
always completely integrated with the word— isg the
whole secret, ' .

, If Germany wins the war, 1t will be necessary to
set up a forelgn trade sybdicate in America, ‘through which
all trade and investment will be filtered, fnis is the
Sghacht plan, That syndicate would be made to aerve the

Germans, Why not make it now, to help defeat the Axis?
Thank you wvery much for listening to me--

With warmest good wishes--

. ﬂaﬂ"ﬂﬁnp?TaJrvyi;rﬂ1¥~
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van- Gommittees Three Weeks ago a German emigre in -Ef:.id o .'

,,E reliable.- qmmzun, ‘told me . th was,
tz, who in 1927 and 1928 had been the «uaﬁ'ta ;'.% s

iﬁmg ‘meandalous uﬂn’lar cage. It imwolyed 10 2

sof aungatnx'#nugeﬂ;ﬁ;.xtﬂ to mineteen, who wn:-a

strositles, 'T db no ah to ‘m:.rdan ]mu with: ﬂuta.ﬂ.l o L

. the whole story wds lika ‘$ome tiidtg out of Wedekind - but’ 0,

;-amembawﬂ the ‘case. w&ll, ‘because it was as’scandalous at

. the time" aa the Loeb I:ahgalét caa&.\ﬁ:a.nts was -acguitted;’

Lafter a long process, whieh established that he'hnd. ﬁ; 3:1

U the ‘murder, .and lent. his gun for it, but thdt it was'mo

ha who fired ‘the' fatal shots, Furthermore,! Kramtz hed b&an ]
'~ a membsr of the Jungdeutsche . Drdan‘ & forerunner of the. anig,
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This' man ‘Kpantz I:ﬂ.lfl.nn Noth) has posn” R
in @har o:f:, palitiaal warfare ‘from America to Germany ° .
“on W.B.Ca aves The fact has already Ye en noted in the '
German preaa, espite~ thig, he was not fired. \'E:Lanxl salled

N.B.C'd ;twn‘hicn to the case first, they.told e tha Jg-f ugr
|| wes ~{Krantz had teen fully acquitted and. t]gat the F.B,L h i
I Kvowe!S \youched Lor: I d0 ‘not ¥mow what they investigated or, hw, '

nut tha_whola story can be found:in the Germsn newsp apgrai‘mm
1;2 and 1928, and is tg‘fl['_l in" Pau.‘[, Wiegler's "Verbrechen und -

onlaanaa .5tedn in 1934, When. I called John | -

yal nond time anﬂ’ha ‘said he ms satisfled 'that Noth nq

7 Al ;.uokaa up the.'case, He is'n butQkay, "thit hn
' 'wa.ﬂ mquiznﬁd, of  murder” ﬂp;aqnut aaq_u mﬁm af ha,
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EC0ME NOTES ON FOREIGN POLICY,
I. Regarding Foreign Polioy in General,

There must be one forelgn polioy for the United States
conducted by the President and the State Department, and there
must be gg_ negotiations of any kind, exoept thruugﬁ the
government,

*?-i-ﬂnu cannot deal with totalitarian pulit&qn and economics
hrough dlsparate agenclies, such as the Red “ross, Mr,
Hoover!y Committee. or any other that may be formed, and,

what 1s uanpleteli nuflaotad'nar, the private business and
unrfurltinn negotiations with totalitarian countries and
thelr captives.

As 1llustrations of the latter, Mr, Ford is ﬂ
conductlng conetant negotiations with Gaston de Bergery, o

is his attfoney and business agent in Paris and & _member of the
Yichy government, Mr, Rene dulﬁhnmbrun, Mr, val's son-in-law
lg in touch with American corporations, Mr, Laval 1ls an agent
of Hitler, in the most profound political sense, and iag the
politieal heir to Pgtaln, according to the new French
constitution, GOenersl Motors has heavy interests in Germany
which 1t 1is trglng to protect, and Mr, Mooney and Mr, Howard
of the Export Company of General Motors are recognized

leading appeasers, But whether they were or not, this 1s no
moment when any American ecitizen should be confronted by
divided loyalties, or permitted to make cholces, and

conduct any form of rela¥ion , privately, with any of the
totalltarlan governments or thelr appendages,

The United States government has frozen the funds of the
conquered natlons and the Treasury has control of all dis-
bureements in connection with deposite and gold and other
assets of these powers, Yet our own private corporations
are permitted latitude such as thai old in & normal
capitalietic aociut;. Thie makes 1t absolutely impoeslible for
thle govermment to function powerfully and in a unlfied manner
vie-a-vie the totalitarlan powers.

v, Hoove r
B... The questionmof whethqr we should or should not
seend good, mediocaments, or th1n§ elge to France, should
not be left to the Red Croes, \nor to the graces of the
British government. The same thiﬁg spplies to German-Amerlcans
who are sending food to Germany and glving Germany thereby
extra valuta,

WE SHOULD DO NOTHING WHATSOEVER EXCEPT FOR A CLEAR
POLITICAL PURPOSE AND BY AND THROUGH THE GOVERNMENT, A NEEMMEMME
GOVERMMENT PERMITTING INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS, COMMITTEES, and .
CORPORATIONS TO FUNCTION HETEROGENIOUSLY AND INDEPENDENTEY
I8 UNDERMINING ITS OWN AUTHORITY AND DEFEATING ITS8 OWN ENDS,
IT WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO ACT VIB-A-VIB the
COMPLETELY INTEGRATED AND LLED ACTIONS OF THE
TOTALITARIAN POWERS, THE COVERAGE OF WHOSE INTEGRATION
ENCOMPASSES NOT ONLY NMENR CAPTIVE GOVERMMENTS BUT UNWITTING
STOOL PIGEONS IN DEMOCRACIES,
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The question of whether we should or should not I-d France

is a and not a humanitarian -tipg. T we do

fead e, 1t ghould be done by the ted Ptates government

and the food exolusively distributed in France by

referably h{ an organlzed and ilndootrinated of selegted
erican youth, who make the distribution of food a visible

politieal mission of one democracy to a strioken democracy.

I1f this cannot be done, the short-wave broadcasting facilities

should be used to tell the people of France we cannot do it.

We can no longer afford mmA private and footless humanitarian-

iam that serves no definite politig#al purpose for the United

8tates of America and may undermine its pumpeees Lmq.u. Fgﬂ._"u_

RECOMMENDATIONS:

_ : American forelgn investments without

exception, should be pcooled and placed under the Treasury

with an advisory body from banking and business - certainly as
regards the countries whose funds have now been taken over by

us under trusteeship, This I think could be done without
legislation as a matter of regulation, Considering the ruthless
treatment that these corporations have had from the totalitarian
countries, they will have a weak case for charglng expropriation

We should be prepared, 1f necessarypto wamsemd make ®
financial arrangemente with a compensation formula., We must not
allow any governments to hold Amerlecan oo rate grﬂpnrtr as
hostages, and throggh these hostagea be able to brin

Presesure upon important American cerporations and American

public opinion.

If legislation ie necessary for such action,
or if the regulation seems 11k51¥ to encounter obstinate
difflculties, ilmportant columnis ug edltorial writers, groups
1ike the William Aylen White Commi tee, radic broadcasters,
should be brought into consulation immedlately to prepare in
advance a demand for such action from the Amerlean publio,
II, %

THE FRENCH SITUATION AND OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS IT,.

The Vichy government is & pawn in the hands of Germany.

It has no :Lndagandnnae whatsoever, It has no power of *
independent action, The German gfvarn;ent is holding milliens
of prisoners as hostages. Plerre Laval i1s an abeolutely

unserupulous and dangerous man, who &ims to secure his own power
by glaying the German game, He t have a Total G

victory or he loses his own head, Fetain is defeatist, anti-
demoeratic, and senile, He 1g kept there for his prestige as

a marshall of France and as a facads for Laval, Laval has his
own daughter and eon-in-law in the United States.

Nothing whatever can be achleved through the Vichy
Envarnnnnt and notling should be done to strengthen 1it,
verything should be done to weaken 1t... even without
knowing what the result of that weaken will be., The
chief wvalue of the Vichy government for Germany 1s that it is
the Fifth C olumn of the German government in the United States
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tnodtal Geout: Fo Geraan. gevecnassy 4 sntioFar spusted
8 aor - ‘Ger L anti-Narl rie
always works through intermediaries that are more pllnuug'tu

the demooracies than they are themselves.

What should be strengthened is the defaulle movement and the
anti-Vichy anti-Hitler, anti-Appeasement, pro-British, pro-
democracies elements l'rl.ng!— namely the French pesople, W
believe in demoocWacylWhy don't we trust that they will find
1ud.urdqg when the right moment comes, that rebelas will arisgel

an't arise if we help their enslavers! This is juet A,B.C.

Laval's son mmd -in-law and daughter were going to sail
back last week and changed their minds. Important,

We should not send an ambassador to Vichy. France has
slgned no peace and is therefore not an independent nation.
We should consploucusly %H resentativeg of free France in
America, Alexis Leger sh e invited to the White House, with
Roupsy de Sales.

1V, HOW ONE APPEASES WITHOUT KNOWING IT: THE TACTIC OF THE
BELF-DELUDED AFPPEABERS,

We are in danger of repeating the exact appeasement
rocesses of England and France, which worked not d.ireut!r with

ermany but via other countries.

They o

The professional diplomats of Britain and France fell
into this trap, and 1t ie a penchant of all professional
diplomate, Their record 1s of being wrogg one hundred percent
of the time,

I1lustrations: The British and French mmbassadors in Italy
aseured thelr governments that Italy was unlikely to come into
the war, They fold their governmente that there was a split
between Muekolinl and Clano, that Italy was economically

incapable of uonduutinf the war, and that the
war was unilversally uggopular with public opinion., One month
before Italy entered the war I was told this by Bir Noel Charles
Britigh charge des Affaires, by the French ambageador, by our
own Ambassador (more cuatiously) by the PresidSnt of the Banca
d'Ttalia, by M, Pirelli, and by everybody except the crack
Journaliate Iom—-_mul ism,

Correepon Y, » Y] olly wrong about France-
at least in hie talke with Journaligts, That France could not
hold out for more than a few weeks was obvious to me in a week's
time,., Bthere are plently of witnesses that I was of thie opinion
in the first days of May before the invaslion of Holland, I am
not a diplomat, btut a tralned Journalist, and the evidences

interviewing @ certaln strata of soclety

were everywhere, for those who move by inptinot, observatio
and mu]e.:.l:, anl Aeka evaluation of %E'm%%p%mﬂﬂ ﬂ':ul

Chamberlain appeased Germany by appeasing Mussolini—

and allowing him to get necessary war supplles ,up to the
very ni'ﬁgtu when he entered the war, Before that, & Sir
Samuel Hoare appeased Mugsolinl through Laval, Franfe

Eﬁﬁﬁ“ ed g-amnn,r #sim through Mr, Beck in Painnd, and
appeagement through pressure on Benes. Now we have

oroe




AP LH —— ¥ } M TH Tﬂ m 2 T NICHY l’ﬂ'!
MOVING Jije. - J.-F FER AMEH. 'I.' SUU L] 'dl B g%ﬂ@'
ggnmm WERE MOVING THROUGH UPPER FRENCH BOCIETY IN 1936 and
RECOMMENDATIONS: gtanss i

: Treat all Vichy ﬁpguntnﬁhq; with extreme ind:l:ﬂ.ncu;
renew no visaes; receive ho Vich¥ represengatives; organize an
anti-Viehy campaign in the press.

TAKE ACTION| We should oocoup, & ue, without
previous publicity whatecever, Bee Lﬁ*ﬁi&'ﬁtﬂ'in tltt:?
8t. Louls Post gglp;tgh_, from their correspondent in Mad®inique
who shows that percent of the papulation want Amerieca to
rescue them from Nazi agents who are there under the

patronage of General Robert, We should show that a demooracy
can act with sudden asudacity. American public opinion will

support this, We are llkely to lose this hemisphere, a
uénr political battle, if we _delay, Eu Nazis are %wiig to
get the Martinkque planes, The a ctlon should mim be sudden
and of complete audacltyl

We muet sse what ie happening, A derelict French EBmpire
is an open sore fthat can beessbd spread to the whole hemisphere
policy, General mpm Weygand is playing a game of his own.

If Vichy ( when ?inhx'lg gets completely intc German hands,
he will set meelf up as the adventmrer dictator of a duchy
of hie own and negotiate with the overlord to become the
au~leiter in Afrlica, The British made a mletake in letting
hose ships through, that fyPstrated Dakar, and they will
probably make the m.'htq.ka of thinking that W 8ygand will be
useful to them, He won t. French Afrlca and Martl @ are the
ende of two poles of a magnate to dlsrupt the integrity of the
western hemisphere,

V. SPAIN,

YOU CANNOT BUY SPAIN OFF THE AXIS ANY MORE THAN MUSSOLINL
COULD BE BOUGHT, IF SIR SAMUEL HOARE THINKS S0 THAT IS A VERY
g%wl FOR KNOWING THAT IT I8 WRONG, HE HAS NEVER BEEN

Spain 1s whobly dominated by the German Gestapo. It is
politically powerless and any amount of money we lend or glve
will not make her any more politifally powerful vis-a-vie
Gurmmgi It will only make her more gznﬁnygln to Germany, and
more able to go into the war, Exact ogy with Italy, ere
allied and American diglumaur permitted her to atore g‘
masassss cupplies and bide her time, The only thing t will
keep Spain out of the war 1e a cold glare frog the western
hemisphere and disintegration and starvation, We have got to
stop being selfédestructive sentimentaliets,

VI. JAPAN,

The program of Japan is absolutely clear, Bhe hag
sHrown An Bep So5 With the Aris and Will not retreat from this
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policy unless she ig forced to do sc by inability to
out, To earry out a lxynhrunisuﬁ move with the Ixi: she ilit oid
re~organized her entire goverrnment , se)¥t aside the anti-Rugsian
mmwy army @omination, put in the nnﬁ-nntnrn Navy group '
tofather with the Fasclst “nﬁ of the Army that wante cdsplete
collaboration with the Axis, Her program is to seek peace in
China and with Ruesia and turn against the west, Thinga in the
way are 1) inese resistance to anything except c nfeto
i: :ﬁe:; cap ::%:tioni EitgF;'iln qug:lnnll n?nut he

any emen apan or Gearma &) Bhortage o
mayerials with which to wage a war ngainltngf\tuh East igndini
Britieh poesessione, and U,8,4, )

Sy

RECOMMEDNATIONS: Support China; that means stopping the kind or
bargaining about money that Chamberlain carried on with
reference to the allies of Britain, Provide for the nimishiamide
gtabilization of Chinese currencles; send over an economlo

and military mission, Make available such military materials
ag Britaln cannot use. A little goess & long way in China,

N %otiata with Latin America for materials that they may be

wi ling to exchange againset better materials from us to be
delivered later. Semd Admiral Yarnell as head of a mieslon,

Keep alive the best posslble relations with HAussla, Send
4 technical mission there, I suggest David SBarnoff, who would
be willing to @0, who is thoroughly hard-boiled, has had
technological relations with Russia (without difficulties)
and understands mechanical and material questions, He would
jump at the chance, Glve thie miseion no publicity whatsoever.

Totally embargo Japan, Save face by putting a total
embargo on all materliale egeential %o national defenes, to
all ocountries, LAft them, then, in only spemclal cases.
{Britain, China, Russia, 1f and %o the extent that some
workink agreement can be reached

SUMMARY; NOTHING WHATSOEVER CAN BE BOUGHT WITH MONEY FROM
POTENTIAL ENEMIES OR THEIR CAPIIVES. DO NOT FINANCE THEM.
DO NOT FEED THEM, DO NOT Arm THEM, DO NOT BUCK UP THEIR
MORALE, DO NOT STULTIFY YOUR OWN POLICIES, BE VERY HARD,
VERY CLESR, AND DONT LISTEN TO PROFESSIONAL DIFMOMATS, THEX

LEARNED A GAME THAT IS ARCHAIC.

WHEN YOU WANT TO PREPARE PUBLIC OPINION FOR A COUP DTETAT DO
IT THROUGH INNUMERABLE CHANNELS THAT CAN START A DEMAND TO
WHICH YOU APPARENTLY MERELY RESPOND, THIS I8 THE ONLY
SUCCESSFUL TECHNIQUE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS, DT CAN BE PERFECTLY
ORGANIZED WITHOUT RNY APPEARANCE OF ORGANIZATION WHATSOEVER,
THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PART OF THE PRESS UNDERSTANDS THESE
PROEREME BETTER THAN MOST OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND IS MORE
SEMPATHETIC TO YOU Apd MORE PREPARED FOR INTELLIGENT AND

LONG RANGE ACTION 18 THE STATE DEPARTMENT.
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