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T COMMITTEE ON GOMM ERCE

Jenuary 7th, 1237.

The President of the United States,
Hon. Frenklin D. Roosevelt,

The White House,

Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr., Presldent:

I have had s 1little regearch made of the Monroe-
Jackzon-Rhea matter with which you are familiar,
but whiech of course 1s very interesting.

Jackson, belleving that the time had come to
seize Florida, wrote to President Monroe on January
6th, 1818: "Let it be signifled to me throuszh any
chanoel, (say Mr. J. Rhea) that the possession of
the Floridas would be desirable to the Unlted States,
end in sixty days it will be accomplished."
Subsequently, on January 12th, 1818, Rhea wrote to
Jeckson: "I am gratifyed indeed that the plan of
the Presldent is satisfectory to you. I am confident
thet he intended it to be so.™ Later, Jackson as-
gerted that, on April 12, 1819, he burned Rhea's
lettar at the request of Rhea, who had urged 1ts
destructlon at the solieitetion of Monrce. Professor
John Spencer Bassett, the blographer of Jackson and
editor of Jackson's letters, ralses the guestion as
to whether Rhea's letter to Jeckson wes actually de-
stroyed, and, ss to its contents, holds that Rhea was
referring to another metter and that so Jackson under-
stood it for the time, although "1t may be that, in
looking back to the incident later, he confused in
his own mind the assuresnce sent to him by Rhea six days
after Jackson's sugmpestion to Monroe was mede "("Corre-
svondence of Andrew Jackson," edited by John Spencer
Bassett, v. &, 1927, p.xii).
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Hon. Frenklin D. Roosevelt - Page E.

"Monroe's story, "writes Bassett, "differs
totally from Jackson's. He says that he was i1l
when the letter of Jenuary 6th was recelved, that he
read only two lines of 1t and seeing thet 1t pertain-
ed to the Semlnole situation laid it aside for Calhoun,
that when the secretary of war read 1t he returned it
with the remark that it required the President's own
perusal, thet 1t was shown to Crawford, a Georglan
and secretary of the treasury, and that he, Monros,
then leld 1t aslde and did not reasd it until his at-
tention was called to it by Calhoun after Congress
met in Descember, 1818, when he looked it up and saw
for the first time the suggestion as to selzlng
Florida" (Jdohn Spencer Bassett, "The Life of Andrew
Jackson," new edition, New York, 1925, p.247).

Rhea, in January 1819, on the floor of the Housse,
defended Jackson as "authorized by the supreme law of
nature and netions the law of self-defence.... to
enter the Spanlsh terrltory of Florlda" (quoted from
Annals of Congress, 15th Congress, 284 Session, Pt.1,
col., 867, in the article of John Ehea by Marguerite
B, Hamer, printed in the "Dictionary of Ameriocan
Eicgraphy"?.

i

In 1831 the whole matter was revived, the contro-
versy centering about the Jacksom letter of January 6,
1818, and Rhea's letter of Jenuary 12, 1818, 0On June
2, 1831, Jeckson wrote to Rhea requesting him to say
"whether the fact as stated, to wlt, your request to
me to burn the letter is not correct, and whether that
request proceeded from any Intimetion or suggestion,
of Mr. Monroe and Mr. Calhoun, or elther of them"
{"Correspondence of Andrew Jackson," edited by John
Spencer Bassett, v.4, 1929, p.289). The next day
Rhea wrote to ex-President Monroe saying: "You did
communicate confidentlally to me, you approved of the
opinions of Andrew Jackson by him stated in that con-
fidential letter and did authorise me so to write to
him. I did accordingly write to him. He says he re-
ceived my letter on his way to Fort Scot and acted
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accordlngly, that 1s he prosecuted the war agelinst
the savages, put en end to their ravages and geve
security to the people of the United States, and

all was done, I believe (!), pursuant to the desires
and Expectation of the Covernment. ... I do know that
Genl. Jacksen wes in Washington City in January in
the Year One thousand Eight hundred and Nineteen,
end you also does know, my confidential Letter, above
elluded to, was still preserved and I believed in
possesslon of General Jackson. some reason, not
necessary now to be mentioned, occourred to you,

that induced you to reguest me to requaest General
Jackson to burn or destroy that confidential Letter
of mine to him. in consequence thereof, I went to
Genl. Jackson at his ledging and did raquest him

to destroy thet eonfidentisl letter of mine, written
to him by me in enswer to his seid confidential
letter to you, and he did promise to me that he
would destroy it when he went héme, and he has in-
formed me that on the twelfth day of April One
thousand Eilght hundred and ninteen he did burn b

I do request you to snswer this letter Tully and

in a few days end particularly, did you authorise

me to write the confildential Letter mlluded to,

to Generel Jackson in answer to his said confiden-
tiel Letter to you, did you afterwards in this city
(Weshington) when General Jackson was here, request
me to go to him and request him to destroy the seid
confidentisl Letter of mine to him? be pleased to
answer directly end explieitly and fully and soon.
+++" ("Correspondence of Andrew Jackson," edited

by John Spencer Bassett, v.4,1929,p.288-289).

"When this letter was written," says Bassett,
"lonroe, very old and infirm, wes closing his
earthly career ln the home of his son-in-law, Samuel
L. Gouverneur, in New York. After hesltating some
deys, end taking the advice of friends, Gouverneur
decided to show it to the invelid Monros, who dicta-
ted a denial which he signed with witnesses June 18,
1831. He died on the fourth of July following"
{"Correspondence of Andrew Jackson," edited by John
Spencer Bassett, v. 4, 1929, p. 289),
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Monroe died in 1831 at the age of seventy-three,
Rhea in 183E at the age of seventy nins. The latter
et the time of his deesth also aseems to have been
infirm (Marguerite B. Hamer, "John Rhea of Tennessee,"
in The East Tennessee Historical Soclety's Publica-
tions, Jenuery, 1932, p. 44).

With assurences of my continued high regard,

Einuaz}r yours, E

r

I am,




P SECRETARY HOPKINS SAID TODAY HE DID MOT BELIEVE A SPEECH DELIVERED 4
"~ DURING THE SUPREME COURT FIGHT HAD ANY EFFEC

. B T BECAUSE HIS RADIO IME
CLASHED WITH THE WEEKLY BROADCAST OF CHARLIE MCCARTHY, :
I DOUBT IF ANYONE WAS LISTENING TO ME," HOPKINS SAID,

AT IATOR BAILEY SAID 'THEN THE COUNTRY OWES ANOTHER DEBT OF E57"
GRATITUDE TO CHARLIE, "5
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THE WHITE HOUSE < | 4
WABHINGTON P

January 26, 1837.

MEMORANDUM FOR
SENATOR WHEELER

I am sending you this
in striotest confidence beocause
I know of your intersest in the
subjeot. Will you read 1%t and
coma to gee me some day soon in

order that we may talk it over?

F. D. R.

Letter from the Attorney General
in re inquiry as to whether the Federal
Communications Commission under the
present Act may refuse to grant broad-
casting llioenses on the ground that
the ownership of the Erupoud facilitlies
ig in, or in common with, a newspaper,

eto., together with memorandum on subject.
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Feb. 13, 1937,

MEM0 TO THE PRESIDENT:

The Senators you are seeing this morning -
Senator King of Utah, Senator Burke of Nebraska,
Senator Harrison of Mississippi, Senator VanNuys
of Indiana, Senator Byrnes of South Carolina;
it seems thaf of this group VanNuys and Burke are
the ones more reasonable outside of Pat Harrison
and Jimmy Byrnes. Vanlys might be interested in
the flood legislation end of it and I understand
is mostly miffed by the leadershin of Senator
Minton. Burke, as you know, is largely Art Mullen's
man and, I understand, can probably be swung arocund.

It 1s suggested that you give them again a
little of the background of yesterday's press con-

ference and the same answer you gave Mac this

morning on the fish businiia. ;;?
%
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On March 1, 1937, I recommended the ensotment of sugar

logislation, with adsquate safeguards to proteot the interests

of each group concermad, in order to meet the publio problema

which had arisen as & result of discontinuance of the proces-

sing tax on sugar and bensfit payments to sugar beet and sugar
oans produners.

Since that time months have been spent in a oontroversy
having nothing whataver to do with the interests of the BUgar
producers for whose benefit the legislation was desigoed. That
oontroversy has related entirely to ome provision which is in-
tended, in effect, to legalize a monopoly in the hands of a
small group of seaboard refining corporations.

The bill submitted to me disoriminatss Bpainst American
oitizens. It drastioslly restricts the ripghts of citizens in
our insular aresas to refine their raw sugar while no similar
prohibition is imposed upon the refining of sugar in other parts
of our country. The affect of this disorimination glves a emall
corporate group the business of refining all but a small per=
osntage of the cane sugar consumed in this cowmntry.

The defense advanced for this discrimination is that the
refiners in the islands could employ cheap labor which might
enable unfair competition with refinery workers and the refineries
on the mainland. To avoid the possibility of such a danger--if
such a danger exists--the Administration recommended thet = provi=-
slon be inserted in the bill to the effeot that minimum standards
of wages and hours in sugar refineries in Hmwaii, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands should not be less than the minimum standard
in refineries on the mainland. That recommendation went unhesdad.

L

It is therefors obvious that the alleged danger to Amsrican
labor standards was not the real issus, The real isaus is whether
& monopoly for sugar manufacturers whose practices » in 1936, were
condemmed by the United States Supreme Court as violative of the
anti-trust laws, will be perpetuated., The refinsrs wers able to
prooure the inolusion of the proviaionm to perpetunta their monopoly
through the persistent affortes of a heavily financed and indefati=-

gable lobby.

The disorimination against oitizens of the United States in
the pending bill, marely because they dwell in our territories, is
unfalr, un-Amsrican and must be repugnant to everyone who oherishas
our traditions. For the very reason that American citizens in our
territories and island possessions have no vote in our mational
legislature, we owe them & solemn obligation to be serupulously
fair.




Furthermore, the measurs would write into a bill whose
principal aim is ald for agrioculture, provisions for the wvirtual
perpetuation of & processor's monmopoly. It is as if in a bill
for the benefit of hog producers e provision assuring monopoly
for packers should be ingluded, or & group of millers should be
handed exelusive privileges for the processing of wheat in legias=-
lation designed to help the producers of wheat.

I sympathize with the domestioc beet and oamne growers whoze
interests hawve been Jjeopardized by the intrusion of an issus with
which they have no comoerm. For the bill contains meny alemants
of great value to growers, without disregarding the interests of
other groups concerned in such legislation. Consumers are pro-
teoted by the provisions giving the Baoretary of Agriculture
authority to make allowances for changes in consumption and %o
prevent any possible restrictiom of supplies of sugar under the
gquota system which would result in prices to consumers in exocess
of those reasonably necessary to maintain the domestio industry
as & whola. The lnterssts of Americen exporters have been safae-
guarded by the quota arrangements inm the bill providing that there
should be no deoreass in the share of other cowntries in the total
quotas.

It is gratifying to nobe that the polioy whioh waa embodied
in the Jones-Costigzan Act of inecluding smong the conditions for
receiving a faderal payment the prevention of child labor and the
paymant of wages of nobt less then minimum stendards, has bean
sontinued in this bill.

As & result of the balancing of awvailable supplies mnd eon-
sumars' needs through the quote provisions of the bill and opera-
tion of the necessaery complements of the quobta system in the form
of oonditicnel payments %o growers provided for in Title III of
the bill end the excise tax of one=half cent per pound provided
for in Title IV, both growers and laborers may be expectad to ob-
tain a more sgquitable and ressomable share of the total income of
the domestic industry sand the revenus to the Federal govermment
will be inoremsed without raising the cost of suger to consumers.

In view of the foregoing beneficial results whish are to
ba expected from the enactment of this messure, I have decided to
sign this bill, but in view of the disorimination against Ameriocah
ocitizens embodied therein, I do so only because I have been
asgured by Congresaional leaders that they will oppose continuance
of this disorimination after March 1, 1940.
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Hespactflly referrod
Tha President,
The White House.
Dear "Bosa":

I don't know whether you ean find
tima to read the accompanying book or
not., It is dry, but presents & very
fine philosophy of government.

This man Hutcheson has = brain,
heart and soul big enough to i1l any
Job. May I suggest that you have his
record es Judge of the Fifth Clroult
axemined for your informetion?

Sincerely,

" Vice President,

M, V. BOVIRMMTEF PRINTENG DFFICE (B 210
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Novenber 11, 1937.

Dear Mr, Vice President:-

: The President found
thie book, which you were pood epourh to
sond him last March, on his desk, He
foels that you probably want 1t for your
om lfbrary,

¥ith best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

s To Rt

The Honorahle "
The Vice President, .~
United States Scnate,
Washington, D, C.




Xy dear Senator: b
The President has asked me to thank c
you for your mete of the eighih with refersnce
to your recomnendation of Xr. Jmmss Lee Xsuffman.
%o be frank with you, I have heard no
comment about a change in cur Amdassador to
Nexico. May I assure you that jhould such be
the case, I will see thet Mr. Kaxffmmn's name is
brought to ths attentiom of the President at the

proper time.

Very sinesrely yours,

Mudnigtrative Assisetand

%o the Presidemt
Homorsble Joseph T. »
Uaited States llul-:m MAD:get
'm D. Cu

Letter from the Semator to the President olting
racommendations for appointment of James Les
Esuffman for Ambassadorship to Mexico., It was
rumored that ambassadorship would be vacant.
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March 12, 19&7.

MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Answered by a personal call to

the Senator by James Roosevelt.

J.R.
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March 9, 1837,

President Franklin D, Roosesvelt
The White Houae
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr, President:

Due to the fact that I sm at home alightly in-
disposed, I sm writing you on this subject instead of coming to
see you immediately.

Before the Maritims Commission bill was passad
by the Semate, I unlerstood both from you and Mr. Farley that no
members of the Maritimes Commiesion would be mppointed who were
objectiomable to Senmtor Clark mnd to myself., While I hawe not
had en opportunity to see Senator Clark snd therefors cammot spesk
for him, I do strenuously ob ject to the eppointment of Admirals
Wiley end Land. My strong ob Jection to Admiral Wiley was sent to
Mr, Early during the time you were in South Americm waters.

¥hile I have the highsast respeet for the
integrity end ebility of Mr., Eemedy, I believe that his appoint-
ment is drectly in violstion of the parsgreph of the Maritims Act
diequelifying persons who hawe any interest in shipbuilding,

I therefora wigh to urge that you immediatsly
withdraw the pames of fAdmiral Wiley and Admirel Lanml, A contest
over these sppointments in the Senate wonld be personal 1y most
embarrasaing to me because of my earnsst desire to support your
Administration in every way that I can, but my objeetion to both
of these gentlemen is of such neture that I consider it my duty in
the public interest to oppose their confirm tion as vigorously as
posalble,

I sincerely trust that you will teke this
agtion with reference to Admirals Wiley and Land.




Fresident Fremklin D. Roosawelt

Marech 9, 1957
Sheet No. 2.

As much as I persomally admire Mr., Eemmedy, snd

in spite of my belief in hism outestanding integrity snd ability,
I could not vote for his confimatl on on aceount of my belief that

Sinecerely yours,

his eppointment is contrary to the law.
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Dear Hugo:

Just a line to say that I have your
letter. I am trying to clean up a few last
minute detalls before getting awey to Warm
Springs.

I am hopeful that after considering
th--.“-ummnhnuﬂlrumou-
olusion. In the meantime, I suggest that
you telk the matter over with Joe Robinsom.

Very sincerely :rnllﬂ_.

Honorable Hggo L. Black,
United States Senats,
Washington, D. C.

f"l a0
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The President told me hs wanted
to answer this personally when ha got

back.
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April 4, 1957,

Dear Shersan:
I have no¥ had a chanse befors
this to thank you for your note,
Inth'ltriﬂnturuﬂh-,
1rymh-nwdwht.tliumtlhht
forty hﬁjuffrmhmﬁ!
is ever youra,

Honorable Shersan Ninton,
United States Senate,

Fashington, D. €, FOR/d}]
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April 6, 1937.

Dear Fati-

On sy recent visit to the summy South
(where, ineldentally, I never sav the swmm) I
went through an ancient brief sase and found the
enclosed im 1%s recesses. Having taken the
msasure of the Vice President of the United States
at the anoisnt and honoruble Amerisan game, I had
assumed that no Sematers had trimmed me. Alas,
I was wroag! I bow S0 youwr prowess and apolegisze
for the dalay, and trust that you have et been
pecuniarly inconvenlemosd.

As sver yowrs,

The Homerable
Patrick Ignatius Harrisom,
United Btates Semate,
Washington




WUlnited Slates Denate

COMMITTEE OMN CLAIMS

May 10, 1937

Hon. Jamss Roosavaelt,

Administrative Assistant to the President,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.

Denr Mr. Roosevelt:

Thank you for your latter of May 3rd.

While it is regretted that the Fresident
did not oomply with the request made of him concerning
the Smoky Mountain Parlway, I am very glad to have the
data and I shall do whatever I can to induse the State
of North Carolina to put up the necesgary funds. I
hops the State of Tennessee will put up its share.

With all good wishes,

Very truly yours,

Ji':"Efa
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March 31, 1933.

Mr. MoIntyrpe,

Beoretary to the President,
White House,

Waenington, D. 0.

Dear Mr. McIntyre:

The SBenate Bill 158 was reported yesterday to the

Senate, and I enclose this report, copy of bill, am
hearings had during last Seseion of Oongress in duplicate.

The report that thie bill had been sent to the Benate
Oommittee on Banking & Ourrency Was erroneous.

The bill ie now on the SBenate Oalendar.

S8incerely yours,




. Calendar No. 15
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PREVENTING INTERSTATE COMMERCE IN ARTICLES
MANUFACTURED BY LABOR EMPLOYED MORE THAN
5 DAYS PER WEEK OR 6 HOURS PER DAY

Manon 13 (ealendar day, Mancn 30), 1983 —Ordered to be printed.

Mr. Brack, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the
following i

REPORT

[T& neeompany 8, 158] .

Senate bill 158, is herewith reported favorably b{ the Senute

Judiciary, Committes, with certain smendments, which will be
hereafter set out.
. This is a bill intended to revive languishing interstate commerce
in the ﬂmducta of mines, factories, and manufacturing establishments:
throughout the Nation, Today interstate commerce 18 stranglad and
almost paralyzed by reason of an sbgance of purchasing power on the:
part of many ):mlli ong of people throughout the land. The over-
whelming proportion of the customers of American farm, mine, and
factory, are American workers on farms, in mines, and in fectories.
Their millions of industrial workers without jobs eannot buy goods
that make up our interstate commerce.  Millions of farmers are thus
deprived of their industrigl customers, The channels of interstate
eommeree are dried up throughout the country, becanse men without
jobs cannot buy, It is manifest to all who aquarely face the facts:
that our economic structurs cannot be rehahilitated until our people
ean work at fair wages and thus buy the things they need. It is
aleo self-evident that we can produce all we ean soll at home and in
foreign markets on a shorter workweek and workday than we have
in force today,

This report carries with it the beliel that our unemployed cannot
be put to work without reducing the hours of labor; that this reduetion
has not been, and cannot be accomplished by voluntary setion on the
part of employers; that it has nol bean done by Stn:.ﬁnwa and can-
not be done with sufficient rapidity to meet the distressing emergency
existing among our millions of destitute, unemployed, and impover- 9
ished citizens.
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2 PREVENTING INTERSTATE COMMERCE IN CERTAIN ARTIOLES

4 Wl rrorer o) - ;

Time is 1.'ituj'i.nI tmgtldg-%hid-ﬁtjnﬂnh -i-E'quatruunun of our
interstate and foreign commerge threatens the health, the morale
the happiness, the growth, pi‘dq‘rreaa’, educational opportimities, an
home Life of our wl:-:ﬁ.l:l people. This paralysia of edmmerce, fosterod
and intensified by the absence of purchasing power of America’s
unemployed, has closed our schools, stunted the growth of children,
and imperiled our national advancerment.

This eommittes helieves interstate commerce cannot be revived
without increasing the purchosing power of the people. This makes
mecedanry that the income of farmers aod induatrinf workers e in-
<repsed. It makes employment of the unemple & major objective
of any program to reopen the channels of interstate commeree Upon
which today hinges the economic seundness of the Nation.

Congress is &}‘,"ﬂn the right to regulate interstate commerce by the
Caonstitution. This power was given in order that Congress might
preseribe the rules necessary to preserye the benefits of commerce to
all the people. Surely sinee the foundation of the Government, the
right of the people to receive the benefits of interstate commeree has
never been more seriously imperiled than today. The right to regu-
late, under all the decisions, includes the tight to protect the people
from that kind of commerce that produces widespread human misery,
destitution, sickness, and want. The power to regulate carries with
it the right to prescribe rules that will save commerce from self-
destruction and protect all the people from practices of some of the
people engaged in interstate commerce that destroy commerce itself.

This measure, unlike the child labor bill, does not merely affect a
small percentage of Ameriean workmen, in order to prevent workin
practices within their State, thought by Congress to be detrimenta
to theee individual children working within the States. ‘This bill has
& broader base and a broader object, It is directed toward interstate
commerce in its larger aspect. 1t nffects not & amall number of chil-
dren, but millions of those engaged in interstate commeres, Tnter-
state and foreign commerce have today reached such national pro-
portions that the national economic soundness and prosperity depends
upon its life and vitality. In our trading country if interstate and
foreign commerce languish, the Nation languishes, and thers must
necessarily result national problems of went, destitution, misery,
illness, and undernourishment,

This bill, therefore, it ia believed comes within the constitutional
interpretation both of the majority and the minority of the Supreme
Court in the child labor case. .

Attention is ealled to the fact, however, that the child labor ense
whas decided by & divided court of 5 to 4. Conditions today are
different to conditions that existed when that coge was decided,
Laws must bo interpreted to meet conditions existing when the
law is interproted. \

Our Constitution has been interpreted from time to tine to mest
new situations and conditions that could not have been foreseen b
the writers of thal great document. Its interprotation has made it
possible to adjust laws written under its terms to fit alike the oxeart
and the aempllnnn: the hand loom and the swift spinning of modern
fuclories,

Today Americs faces a sad reality. Hungry und despairing men
and women have & right to demand that their representatives look nt

FREVENTING INTEASTATE COMMEROE IN CERTAIN ABTIOLES 3

the modern situation with modern ahym If change is needed to oure
evils growing out of old practices, e must come,
. This _b:llcﬂmpum to try a shorter working day and week in modern
industrial chaos and confusion for a term of two years. We believe it
will put more than 6 millions of America's unemployed to work;
remove them from the rolls of public or private charity; and increase
the Nation's power to purchase the Nation's {utamut.e com-
merce cannot live unless this unemployment ceases. It is for the
urpose of preserving interstate commerce, with its great national
efits that this bill is reported. It is to aid in reatoring hope and
confidence throughout the land; to strike against poverty, sickness,
misery and stunted mental and physical growth, that your committee
expresses the hope that this measure may be apaedi{v enacted into
law and interstate commerce rovived fnrat.iu le.

For the conveniemce of the committes tggugi.ll with committes
amendments italicized is here sot forth,

In the fourth paragraph of the Iprann:-bln aftor the word "has,”
strike out down to and including the word “burdened,” and insert,
“brought about conditions injj;maualj.r affecting.”

In the fifth paragraph of the preamble strike out the word “bes
tween,” and insert the word “among"; also after the word *the "
strike out the word “State and insert the words “several States,”
. In line 9, page 2, atrike out the colon after the word “ day ' and
insert & period.  Strike out the proviso in lines 0-11.

At end of the bill add & new section

Sec. 8. This act shall not become effective until 30 days after the
date of its enactment, and it shall not ap‘iﬂr to commodities or articles
produced or manufactured prior to the date it becomes cffective, and
this act shall remain in force for two years after the date it becomes
affective, 0

o
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
Mazcn 8 (calendar day, Manca 10), 1938

Mr. Brace introduced the following bill; which wae read twice and referred
to the Committes on the Judiciary

A BILL

To prevent interstate commerce in certain commodities and ?._rti—
cles produced or manufactured in industrial activities in
which persons are employed more than five days per week
or six hours per day. 4

Whereas there now exists a grave national emergency, affecting
the lives and happiness of the people of the Nation; and

Whereas there are millions of people in the United States ouf of
employment, destitute and living on public and pri}ﬁte
charity ; and

Whereas these conditions of unemployment and destitution Lﬁﬂ
want are seriously impairing the health, morals, physical
strength, and development of the men, women, and children
of the entire Nation; and

Whereas the emergency has clogged the arteries of interstate and
foreign commerce, and so burdened the trade between the
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peoples of the various States that business is stagnant, unem-
ployment, undernourishment, destitution and want have been
steadily increasing; and

Wherens while millions of citigens, ready and able to work, ean
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not secire the oppertanity to do-so, while millions of others
are working in factories and industrial establishments ten,
twelve, thirteen, fourteen, and even' sixteen hours per day,
producing goods slﬁﬁped and used in interstate commerce,
to the detriment of the whole people of the United States,
and thereby burdening, injuring, and destructively affecting
commeree between the people of the State, and with foreign
nations: Now, therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That no article or commodity shall be shipped, transported,
or delivered in interstate or foreign commerce, which wag
produced or manufactured in any mine, quarry, mill, can-
nery, workshop, factory, or manufacturing establishment sit-
uated in the United States, in whick ANy Person was em-
ployed or permitted to work more than five days in any
week or more than six hours in any day: Provided, That
this section shall not apply to commodities or articles pro-
duced or manufactured before the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 2. Any person who ships, transports, or delivers,
or causes to be shipped, transported, or delivered in inter-

state commerce, any commeodities or articles contrary to the

1
2
3
1

3
provisions of section 1 of this Act, shall be punished by a fine
of not less than 8200 or by imprisonment for not more than
three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the

discretion of the court,
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A BILL

To prevent interstate commerce in certain com-
- modities and articles produced or manu-
factured in industrial activities in which
persons are employed more than five days
per week or six hours per day.

By Mr. Bracx

Mamom 0 {calendar day, Mincw 10), 1888
Read twice and referred to the Committes on tha
Judicinry
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. SEMATOR BLACK, for the Comalttos, reports the following:

SENATE BILL 158, is herewith reported favorably by the Senate Judiclary Committee,
with certsin amendments, which will be hercafter set out.

This is & bill intended to revive longulehing Interstate Commerce
in the products of mines, footorics, mnd menufecturing estoblishments throughout
the Notlon., Today Interstate Commerce is ptrangled end almost paralyzed by
rceason of an absence of purchnsing power on the part of muny millions of
people throughout the lend. "he overwhelaoing proportion of the customors of
Admcricon farm, rias and factory, are Americon workers on furms, in mines and
in foctoriee. Thui= millions of industrial workors without jobs connot buy
grods that make up ur Intuerstete Commerce. Millions of farmers are thus de-
nivod of their incustracl customers. The chanmels of Interstate Commerce ore
afad up throughbut the conntry becouse men without joba connot buy. It is
wurifeet to wll who equersly fuce the facts thot our nconomic structure cannot
be relobilitoted until cur pecple con work at fuir wupes nnd thus buy the things
they need, It 18 glec self-evident thot we con produce oll we can sell ot home
v in forelgn markets on a shortur work woek and work doy thon we have in
twroe today.

This report carries with it the belief thot our unemployed cannot
Le put to work without reduclng the hours of labor; that this reduction hus
not been, and connot bo accomplished by woluntary cction on the part of em-
ployers; that it hds not been done by State laws, and cannot be done with
sufficient rapildity to meet the distreseing emergency existing among our
millicns of destitutc, unemployed ond impoverished citizens.

Timpe is vital in meeting this situution. The destruction of our
Interstate and Forelgn Commerce threatens the health, the morale, the happiness,
the growth, progress, educationul opportunities und howe life of our whole
peocple. This paralyeis of commerce, fostored and intensified by the obsence
of purchesing power of Amoriea's unumployed, has closed cur schools, stunted
the growth of children, ond imperiled our nationol advonecment,

This Committec bolieves Interstate Commerce cannot be revived
without ipcressing the purchasing power of the people. This makos necessary
thot the income of fermers cnd industriel workers be increcsed. It mokes am- -
ployntnt of the unemployed a8 mojor cbjoctive of ony grogrom to recpen the
chennels of Interstate Commerce upon vhich today hinpes the econcmlc soundnoss
of the Natlon.'

Congress Le given the right to repulate Interstete Commerce by the
Constitution. This power was glven in order that Congress might prescribe the
rules necesgary to preserve the benefite of Commeree to all the people. Surely
since the foundation of the Government, the right of the peoople to receive the
benefits of Interetete Commerce hus never been more scriously iuperiled then
tocoy. The right to repulate, uwnder all the declslons, includes the right to
arotect the pecnle from thot kind-of commeree thot procuces widespread humen
misery, destitutiun, sickness ond wunt. The power to regulute corries with
it the right to prescribe rulee that will sove commorce from gelf-destruction
anu protect g1l the people fron practices of some of the pesple engoged in
Interstote Coimorce thut destroy cummorce itsclf,

This meusure,unlike the Child Labor bill, dues not merely affect
o small percentoge of Amerdicun workmen, in order to provent working proctices
within their State, thought by Congress to Le detrimental to those individucl
chilcren working within the States. This bill has o broader base and o broader
object. It ia directed tovards Intorstate Commerce in its lurger aspect. It
affocts not o smoll number of children, but millions of those engoped in
Interstete Commerce. Interstote and Fereign Coamerce huve todoy reached such

natlonal proportions thot the national econunle soundness ond prosperity de- [

pends upon its life and vitality. In vur tracing country if Interstote ond
Furcign Commorce languish, the noation languishes, und there mist necogearlly
result notionol problems of wwnt, destitution, misery, illness and under-
nourishoent.

-~
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This bill, therefure, it ls belleved comes within the Constitutional
interprotation both of the majority cnd the minority of the Supremc Court in
the Child Lobor casa.

httention 18 called to tho fact, huwevor, that the Child Labor
vree wos decldod by & divided Oourt of five to four. Conditions todsy are dif-
faet to conditions thut existed vhen thot cose woe decided. Laws must be
Livevpreted to moet conditicns cxisting when tho low 18 interproted.

Our Congtiian.cn hos been interpreted from time to tios tc meet
A sitiutions and cunditiuns that could not have been foreseen by the writers
oot proat document. Ine interpretition has pade it possible to adjust
s virdttan under ite terms to fit wlike the oxcert and the naroplana- the
kurd Iocn und the swift spinning of modern factorias.

Today America foces a sod reality. Hungry and despoiring men and
gouen hove o right to demond that their Representatives look at the modern
gltuation with modern oyes. If chonge 18 needed to cure evils growing out of
2. proctices, chonge must come.

This bill proposes to try & shorter working coy and week in
mocern industrial choce ond confusion for o term of two years. We believe it
will put more thon six millions of America's unemployed to work; remove them
from the rolle of public or private charity; and increuse the nation's power
tu purchose the notlon's goods. Intorstote Commorce cannot live unless this
unemployment ceases. It is for the purpose of preserving Interstate Commerce,
with ite great potlonal Dbeefits, thot this bill is reported. It is to aid
in restoring hope and confidence throughout the land; to strike against poverty,
siclness, nisery ond stunted mentol and physical growth, that your Committee
cxpresees the hope thet this mecsure moy be speedily enacted into law ond
Interstate Commerce revived for the poople.

For the convenicnce of the Committee the bill with Committee
amendments itellelzed 15 haro set forth.
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SEMATOR BLACK, for the Committoe, reports the following: '

SEHATE BILL 158, is herewith reported favorably by the Senate Judiclary Committee,
with certein amendments, which will be hereafter set out.

This is a bill intended to revive longuishing Interstate Commerce
in the products of mines, foetories, and monufacturing estublisghments throughout
the Notlon. Todoy Interetate Commerce is strungled end almost paralyzed by
rcason of on ubsence of purchnsing power on the part of many millions of
people througaout ‘the land. ™he ovirvhelming proportion of the customers of
Amgricon farm, ¢ and factory, are Amerlevn workurs on ferms, in mines and
in factories. Thels millions of industrial workcre without jobs connot buy
giods that make up ur Intorstute Commerce. Millions of farmers are thus de-
rrived of thelr incustricl customers. The chuonels of Interstote Commerce are
a+fad 0p throughout the country becnuss men without jobs connot tuy. It is
wellfest to all who pquurely fucc the facts thot cur ceonomlc structure connot |
Ly ralinbilitoted until our people cen work at fuir wepes ond thus buy the things
they neod, It is also self-aevidmt that wo esn procice all we con sell at home

¢ in forelgn markots on a shortur work woeek and work duy thon we hove in
turce today.

This report carries with it the belief thnt our unemployed cannot
Le put to work without reducing the hours of labor; that this reduction hus
aot been, and cannot bo aceomplished by voluntary cetion on the part of em-
ployers; that it hos not beon done by Stete laws, ond cannot be done with
sufficient rapidity to meet the distressing emergency existing among our
willions of destitutc, wnemployed ond impoverished eltizens.

Time is vitel in meeting this situstion. The destruction of our
Interstate and Forcipn Coumcreo threatens the heclth, the morele, the happiness,
the growth, progress, educatlonul opportunities und houme life of our whole
people. This paralysis of commerce, fostered and intensificd by the absence
of purchesing power of fmerieca's unemployod, haa closed our schocls, stunted
the growth of children, and imperiled ocur nationol odvoncoment.

This Copmittes bolieves Interstote Commerce cannot be revived
without increusing the purchaping power of the people. This mokes necessary
that the income of formers and industriusl workers be Increcsed. It mokes en-
ployment of the unemployed s major objoctive of cny progrem to reopen tho
channels of Interstote Commerce upon vhich todey hinges the cconomic soundnoss
of the Haticon.

Congress is given the right to regulate Imterstate Commoirce by the
Constituticn. This power was pgiven In order that Congress might prescribe the
rules necessary to preserve the benefits of Commerce to 2ll the people. Surely
sinct the foundution of the Government, the right of the people to recelve the
bunefits of Interstite Commerce hus never been more scriously iuwperiled then
tovey. The right to regulate, under all the deelslons, includes the right to
srotect the pecple from that kind of commoreoe thoat procuces widespread human
misery, destitutiin, sickness ond wunt. The power to regulite carries with
it the right to greseribe milee that will save commorce from sclf-destruction
and protect sll the peoplo from practiccs of some of the peuple engopged in
Interstate Coomerce thot costroy commomce iteelf.

This mecsure,unlike the Child Lobor bill, does not merely affect
o smill percentoge of Americun workmen, in order tu provent working practices
within thelr State, thought by Congress to Le detrimental to those individucl
children working within tho Status. This billl hos a broader base and a bLroader
cbjeet., It is directed tounrds Interstete Commerce in its lurger aspect. It
affects not o small number of children, but millions of those wngeped in
Interstete Commerce. Interstote and Forelpn Commerce hoave todoy reoached such
national proportions that the natlonal econuvumic ssuncness and prosperity de-
pends upon its life anc vitality. In ovur troding country if Interstote ond
Furcign Commorce languish, tho natlion longuishes, und there mist necocssarily
result nationol problems of vwent, destitution, misory, illneoss and under-
nourishoent.
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This bill, therefuro, it Ls believed comes within the Constitutional
interpretation both of the majority and the minority of the Supreme Court in
the Child Labor caso.

httention ie culled to the fuet, hovever, that the Child Labor
erse was decided by & divided Oourt of five to four. Conditions todsy ure dif-
fawt to conditions thut existed when thut cese wue declded, Laws must be
Lingd preted to moet conditions cxisting when the law is interproted.

Our Conctiias. v has been interpreted from time to time to meot
a cifmuttons and eonditlons thut could not have been foreseen by tho writers
w”oennt groot docunent. Ius interpretution hos made it possible to adjust
~twd writton under its terms to fit clike the oxecart and the aeroplane; the
el loon und the gwift spinning of modern factori-as.

Today America foces a sed reality. Hungry and despalring mon and
aoien hove a right to depand that tholr Representotives lock ot the modern
gitnition with modern ayes. If chonge is needed to cure evils groving cut of
o=t practices, change must come. .

This bill proposcs to try o chorter working coy snd week in
modern industrial chuos ond econfusicn for o term of two yeers. We believe it
#ill put more thon elx millieons of Ameriea's unemployed to work; remove them
from the rolls of public or privete chority; and increase the nation's power
to purchase the nation's goods. Interstate Commerce cannot live unless this
uncmployment ceases. It is for the purpose of preserving Interstaote Coomerce,
with its greet netional becefits, thet this bill is reported. It is to aid
in restoring hope and confidence throughout the land; to strike against poverty,
sickness, nisery end stuntec mental and shysicel growth, that your Committee
expresses the hope that this mecsure moy be specdily onacted into law and
Interstate Comnerce revived for the people.

For the convenicnee of the Committee the bill with Committec
amendments itoalieized is hore set forth.
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Y Ve SUGARCANE REFINERS' POSITION ON PENDING
;\\ SUGAR LEGISLATION
\

The attached memorandum to the President by Mr. Ellsworth
Bunker, Chairman, United States Cane Sugar Refiners' Asscoistion,
is in effeoct a plea for enactment of the House Agricultural Sub-
commlttee Print No. 2 with partisl oomprémises on the Cuban quota
and the smount of probmble inoreasing Philippine deficits to be
allotted to foreign countries to be used in the State Department's
reciprocal trade program. He suggests returning to Cuba the right
to share in increased consumption, as in existing sugar legielatiom,
and proposes & queta fund of some 60,000 tons of raw sugar for use
in the reoiprocel trade program. In both these proposals the
interests of refiners colmeide with the interest of the State
Department. In other words, it iz the refiners' hope that by
glving support to the most urgent needs of the State Department,
they may break the Adminlstration's position with respect to pend-
ing sugar legislation, especially with respect to the following
baslc prineiples of neational poliey which the Administration is
umndertaking to mainteing

(1) That the diserimination against Pusrto Rico and *
Hewnii with respeot to their right to carry om
manufacturing operations, inserted in the 1834
legielation as &n emergency mensure, should be
continued., The thirteen sugarceane refiners
would thue obtain the establishment of & naticmal
polley of the Federal Govermment  with respect
to ite relaticn with the territories which would
be of great bemefit %o themselves and which would
give them a proteotiom they oould not obtain
under tariff leglslation.

That we shall not further deatroy our export trade

(2)
by outting off imports., In this Iinstance the re-

finers are requesting that Cuba's quote for refin-
ing operations be decressed from about 460,000 tons
in 1836 to a maximum of about 300,000 toms.

It is




estimated that such a deoreass would invelve the
destruotion of approximately $3,000,000 export
trade, as poinbed cut by Seoretary Ickes in his
letter to Mr. Marvin Jonem of May 7, 1887.

It should be noted that the question of sugar refining is
not primarily a lsbor problem as implied by the memorandum sub-
mitted by Mr, Bunker. All refiners in the United States employ
less than 14,000 persons. It should also be noted that the
United Btates Teriff Commission recommended to the President in
1934, after thorough investigation of the olaims of refiners,
that the facte did not warrant glving them protection against
foreign countries, much less against domestic insular areas,
Moreover, if refiners are given all the protection they request
apainst competition, the matursel result would be higher refining
margins between raw and refined suger prices, which in turn would
result in elther inoreased ccst to consumere or decreesed inooms
to sugar producsrs. Complimnce with the request of ths refiners
would in effeet. bring about most uwndesireble momopoly conditicns
in the territor§.with respect to the right to supply refined sugar--
ons refinery in Hawaii and ome prinecipal refinery in Puertso Rioco.

The memorandum submitted by Mr. Pumker on those provisioms
of Committes Print Ho. 2 whioh do mot pertain to the question of
refined sugar is seriously inoomplete and implies that with a
few minor adjustments it could be made to conform to the recom-
mendations of the Admistration, whereas, in feot, without exoception
every recommendation made by the Administration with reapest to the
division of quotas was disregarded in Committes Print No. 2, whioch
is in conflict not only with our national policy with respect to
foreign trade, but aleo with respect to American territories and
possessliong.

The efforts of the cane refiners to have Congress grant
their demands for protection against competition have been
vigorously oppoeed by all thres governmental departments interested
in sugars +the Seoretary of State in an April 30 press announcement,
the Bepretary of the Interior in & published letter to Marvin Jones
on May 7, and the Chief of the Bugar Seotion of the A.A.A. in an
appearance before the House Committes on Agrioulture on May 11,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1937

WMEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY WALLACE:
The President asked me to send you,
confidentially, the enclosed, which he wanted

you to read before you came in to see him.

M. H. MeINTYHE
tasistant Secretary
to the President




May 17, 1937

The Fresident,
The White House.

Dear Mr. President:

I am taking the liberty of submitting two
memoranda relative to the present status of the Sugar program,
one dealing with the general sltuation, the other with refined
sugar gquotas,

I have tried to give an acourate pleture, as
1 see it, of matters as yet unsettled,

With respeot, I am

Faithfully yours,

W /\ivméa
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The 1957 SUGAR BILL
(May 17, 1957)

Committee Print No. £ of the 1957 Sugar Bill, as reported to and now
pending in the House Agricultural Committee, adopts the recommendation of the
President's message of March 1, 1957 that the basic features of the 1984
Sugar Act be re-enacted, - namely, — Payments to Growers, A Tax on Suger,
and a Quota .

1. Payments. Provision for payments to growers, as in 1954 is
conditioned upon requiremente as to balancing of production, safeguarding
of labor, prohibition of ehild labor, ete.

£, Tax. As in 1954, the Treasury will recoup the psyments,
by means of a sugar tax, The presently proposed tax will net certain free
revenus for the Treasury.

B. The Quots System, As in 1954, the quota system will stabllize
supply and price, and guarantee each area a share in the American market, at
the pame time protecting the interests of the consmmer. There is mo dispute as
to the prineiple or its demlrability. The difficulty, as always, erises only
in specific allocation of quotas. While in this respect the fundamental pur—
pose has been to follow the principles of the 1954 Sugar Act, certain changeg
from that Act have been propoeed, as follows:

(2) Continentsl cane areas (Loulgiana and Florida) whose produc—
tion capabllities have proved substantislly larger than the 1934 Sugar Act
quota of 260,000 tons, have requested a larger quota. The Secretary of
dgriculture recommended 560,000 tons. Current productiom, however, exceeds
that figure. Committese Print No. 2 endeavors to meet this by glving them a
quote of 440,000 tons.

(b) Committee Print No. 2 wae reported to the full Committee,
the Secretary of State emphasized his desire to have certain additional
quota made available for use in his reciprocal trade program, It would
seem practical to create for this purpose & quota fumd of some 50,000 tons
of raw sugar; and it i belleved such a provision would not meet serious
objection.

(¢) In order to protect home labor in the refining industry,
the Committee wans asked to require that all Cuba's quote enter ae raw
sugar., As a compraomipe Committee Print No. 2 proposes to transfer sbout
125,000 tons (out of 425,000 tons) of Cuba's quota from refined to raw form.
(d) Hawaii and Puerto Rlco, whose sugar industries have reached
peacetime record levels of prosperity under the 1954 Act, are now demanding,
with support of the Becretary of the Imterior, more favorable treatment than
they ever received under that Act, including complets parity of status
for their large corporate plantation-processors with continental cane
and beet farmers, and an unlimited privilege to ship their gquotas as
refined sugar,
Committee Print No. 2 re—emacte the 1954 Sugar Act provisions limiting
the amownt of their refined sugarehipments to their previcus meximum shipments;
but for the purposes of thelr general quotas, the Bill departe from that Aot
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by grouping Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the continental areas into & speciel class
for sharing increased consumption, to the exclusion of Cuba. This provieion
was not sought by the continental beet or canas producera. The net effect of
thie provision, and of the proposed incresse in the continental cane quota, is
to reduce Cuba's total quota, on the basis of present consumption estimates,
by 100,000 tons from her 1954 Sugar Act status, The 1954 Let principles could
be restored by giving pro rata participation to all areas, including Cuba, in

inereased consumption,

If Comnittee Print No. 2 were changed eo ms (1) to glve the Secretary
of State a quota fund as suggested in (b) above, and (2) to restore Cuba to
participation in increased consumption as suggested in (d) above, the difficulties
'of the situation would apparently be largely removed except fixing the
definite amount of the continental cane quota and except the Hawaiian and
Puerto Rican demands for treatment more liberal than that ever accorded them

by the 1954 Act.

N
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Offshore Refined Sugar Quotas

ls Part of the general sugar problem, to be dealt with in the pending -
legislation, is the matter of off-shore refined sugar quotas of Cuba, Hawaidl, '
Puerto Rico and the Philippines,

£« Poilippine refined - Refined sugar from the Fhilippines offere mo
problems Congress & 1087 established the prinoiple in the Independence Aot, and
the 1637 sugar bill follows it, that those islands should not be permitted to harm
home labor in the sugar industry by expanding refining under tropioal conditions,

5, Cuban refined = After publie hearings, at which it was contended
that in the inferest of home labor and industry, Cuba's sugar quota should im
principle come hers entirely in rew Torm, the Bub-Committes of the House Agricul-
tural Committee recommended as a compromise that Cuba be permitted to send here
500,000 tons of refined sugar anmially., This would transfer to Cuba's rer quota
sbout 125,000 tons of her pressnt refined quota of about 423,000 toms.

The State Department voloed objection om the ground it was informed that
such change would foroe the Cuban refiners to suspend operations, and it feared
suoh result would be prejudiciel to both countries. As the faocts are that not
until 1851 did Cuban refined sugar shipments to the United States exceed 300,000
tons, and that a 300,000 ton quota, plus looal and foreign markets, gives Cuban
refiners a rate of operationm equaling home refiners, it seems that not a single
Cuban refinery would olose. Furthermors -

(») The President's Cuban polioy raised her gross sugar inoome (overwhelmingly
derived from rew, not refining of sugar) from about $60,000,000 to about
$130,000,000 per year. The transfer of 122,923 tons of Cuba's quota from
refined to rew form would not materially affeot that inocome, certeinly mnot
by as muoh es 1%,

(b) Our exports to Cuba have inoreased with increase of our imports of raw
eugar from hers The Sub-Committes's propoeal oould obvicusly have mne
material effect upon suoh trade, and on the other hand would more sub-

stantially improve domsstia rurchasing power, since home refining wagen
are 3 or 4 times greater than Cuban refining wagess

(o) Cuba's purchaeing power has been recently further enhanced by the world
Bugar agreement, toward which the President's Ambassador contributed
materially.

(a) American consumsrs oannot be harmed by the proposed change, - so slight
in emourt that obwiously competitive conditiecns and existing low profit
levels in the homs refining industry cannot be materially affected by it.
Competition in the home refining industry is intensive, and in 1936 only
T¢ out of $6.69 (per 100 1lbs. of sugar) wenmt to the refiners as a profit,
In three years under the 1934 Aot home refiners made an average inooms
(in t-r;nr investment) of 1,85%, and between 1926 and 1956 the net rate
wae 4.9

4. Puerto Rican and Hewaiian refined = The Bub-Committes recormended
that the prinoiples of the ugar Ao contimied, that is, that these islands
not be permitted to enlarge their refining to oreate unemployment and idle faotories
at home. The Seoretary of the Interior deems this established prinoiple to be a
"disorimination™ against those mress. The facts show:
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() The 1934 Sugar Aot inoreased the sugar inoomes of Hawaii and Puerto
Floo to mn alletime record high. The proposed 1837 bill would not
reduce that inoome,

The 36 plantations of Heorali, coxtrolled by five holding companies,
recelved a gensrous profit in 1956; the operating companies made
$1€,100,000, the holding oompanies $8,800,000, or approximately 1.2¢
per pound of raw sugar produced. Despite this generous subsidy they
now demand the privileges of further inoreasing these earnings by ex=
panding refining, at the expense of home labor and industry,

Five corporations in Pusrto Rico, which comtrol 64% of the sugar
produotion in that Island, received (1936) an income of about 18.6%
on oapital and surplus.

(b) The present refinsd quotas for Hewail and Puerto Rico represent their
maximum previous shipments and permit them to refins at approximately
their full existing oapacity; = while the home refiners, whose operations
ars alsc limited by the quote system, are permitted to operate at only 60%
of ompacity,

Se The Interests of Labor - Home refiners have observed the Fresident's
"good employer® polioy, etter and spirit. They operate on a five-day week and
an sight=hour dey. No ehild labor ia employeds The highest wages of &Ny sugar
group are pald, averaging 66¢-70¢ per hour. HNo attempt has ever been made to
hinder independent organization of labor for bargaining purposes,

6+« Polioy of Other Countries - In practically every country in the world
sugar is auanmuly controlled, or nearly so, by the government. Nome of these
methods of ocontrol permitsimports of refined eugar from tropical areas to the
detriment of home labor in ths industrys. This is especislly true if the colonial
arees (as do Hewaii, Puerto Rloo and Cuba, & foreign oountry) receive generous
subsidlies upon their raw BUZAT's

May 17, 1937
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May 26, 1937,

Dear George:=-

My diffioculty 1s not in the least
An regard to Joe Eastman. I am reappointing
him but I cannot decide on the man for the other
place -- hence the delay.

As ever yours,

Honorable George W. Norris,
United States Senate,
Washington, D. C,




AW, NORRIS
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WAlnifed Dlates Denatle

WASHINGTON, D. C.

N-F May 24, 1937.

My dear Mr. President:

I am wondering why you have delayed in reappointing
Honorable Joseph B. Eastmen to the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission? This delay hes caused some unfavorable comment and
some embarrasement emong some of your friends. T have teken
it for granted that Mr. Eastmen would be reappolnted - did not
Buppose anyone else was under considerstion - but the delay is,
et least, puzzling.

I have no interest whatever in this except the good
of the service. His service has bmen so outstanding for the
good of the country at large, it seems to me the wolfare of
your Administration depends, to some degree, upon &n approval
of the offieial work of Mr. Eastmen end that it could best be
expressed by his prompt reappointment.

Very truly yours,

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House.
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June 3, 1837,

Dear Joe:-

Whemever you are ready to talk over
th-druﬂnrth-mlnllulmﬂuh-
troduce in the Senate in relation to the
reorganiszation of the Executive branch of the
Governaent, I hope you will let me know. Can
mgiﬂnnﬂlmmhdum:bdmm
Bill is actually introduced?

Iuglﬂhhuﬁntth!mm
gotting on eo well.

As ever yours,

Honorable Joseph T. Robinson,
United States Senate,
Washington, D, Q.
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L I L CONFERENCE OF THE MAJORITY
{ﬁJ June 3,' 1837.

The President,
The White House,
Hﬂshingtﬂn, ID' Ca

My dear Mr. Presldent:

Your message of the 2nd inst. has just
been received. The rough first draft of the Bill on Executlve
Reorganization 1s about ready but it will take a few days to
satisfy myself that it is approximately the desired form. As
goon as it is practicable I shall be Efad’td contact you and go
over it with you.

There 18 nothing on the Senats Calendar.
We have kept it up to date. I em doing everything possible to
hurry along the appropriation bills. We have yet to consider In
the Senate the Distriot of Columbia, Military Affairs and Interior
Department General Appropriation Bills. I hope to get some of
them in the Senate over the week end. In all probability I shall

adjourn the Senate today over untlil Monday.

With regards and best wlshes,

S8incerely yours,

/ AL it
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Wlnifed Diates Denafe

WASHINGTON, D. C. ]
Wk

Dear Franklin:

It was good of you and Mrs, Roosevelt to send ma
the gracious note of June 5, followed by your beautiful
floral contribution to the flowers semt by sympathstic
friends. You may be sure that all of us deeply Bppre-
elate your kindneas,

It might interest you to know how steadfast was
Mrs., Glass' friendahip for you, illustrated by the
fact that, in ome of her luecid intervals towsrd the
end of her illness, when told by me that your special
train had just passed through Montview Farms en route
south, she quietly remarked: "I wish I could have
gseen him",

Sincerely youras,

b, Y

Honorable Franklin D. Rooasevelt,
The White Housa,
Hashington, D. C,




\ fivalde, Texas.
Yy 8, 1937.  psf

'{Im_ﬂm’ D. Gl
Dear Jim:

Hon. Jemes A. Farley ﬂ{)

Your favor of the éth, enclosing a elipping by our
mutuel friend, Hennessy, is just received,

I think I told you the other day that it peaved me a
little to see these good pecple doubting the: continued coopera-
tion of myself with the "Boss's" efforts. Of course, you know
better and I am certain that the "Bosa" knows better, since I
have told him so and he knows that I do not mlsrepresent my
poaition to him at any time on any matter.

I think I told you the other day that when heenesds
me, I will be there as soon as I convanlently can if I have
strength to travel, and I surely have it now as I am fealing
fine and getting as hard as & brick and black as a Yaqui Indian,

How long do you think Qongress will be in session?
I have had a couple of letters from Senator Robinson and from
& number of others on the Hill and none of them sesm to have a
definite idea about the prospects for adjowrnmant or, for that
matter, about any particular thing, Most of them seem to be Map
in the air".

Should you want to punish your stenographer you can
Juat jot down eny 1ittle information or gosalp that you may
care to and pass 1t on to me. When I coms in from two or three
days in the country, I enjoy a word or two from such friends as
you. I wrote the "Bosa" some days asgo, but have heard nothing
from him,

As you probably know, Mrs. Garner and Geneviave are
in New Mexico or Colorado now. They are travelling about so I
cen't keep up with them,

If Mrs. Garner was here she would join me in best wishes
for you and yours.

Truly your friend,

(Sgd) Jno. N. Garner.

COPY




THE POSTMASTER GENERAL
WABHINGTON

Julr ]J': 193?1

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand
Private Secretary to the President
The White House.
Dear Miss LeHand:

I was talking to Mr. Farley om the phone yesterday
and he saked me to send you the attached copy of a
letter from Mr. Garner and ask if you will show it to
the President.

Sincerely,

&u‘).::. Bray

Secretary to the
Postmaster Gemeral




| b 4 THE VICE PRESIDENT'S CHAMBER
\ b'r‘F WASHINGTON

! ¥
1(&- Uvalde, Texaa
July 13, 1937

The President,

The White Housa.

T e

Dear "Boss™:

Upon my return yesterdsy, I found your l
appreciated latter and enclosures awalting me. I {
will be up there some time between the 23rd and

26th.

Health and happiness to you until I have
the plessure of shaking your hand.

F ully your friend,

/KW.

me/1
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Affectionstely yours,

very soon and maite me and a whole lot of

gus mm

Mr. Barly quotes headlines and deals with Republican handling of situation

Memo. from Mr. Early 6/21/37 "confidential", encl. numerous clippings

The Vice President of the United States,
commanting on trip of Vice President.
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THE VICE PRESIDENT'S CHAMBER

WASHINGTON
Uvalde, Texan
June 19, 1937

Dear ®Chief":

Marvin Molntyre was up in my office just before I
left and told me that you wers very much upsst or disappointed,
I forget the exact expression, sbout my leaving at this time.
I have been unhappy since our conversation because if T had
known, and I think you should have told me most seriously, that
you did not think 1t for the best intereat of the administration
for me to leave. I could have then arranged for Mra, Carnsr to
coms on alone to join our grandehild on & vacation.

You know that I have never disegreed to the point of
insistency except on two things. One was the sit-down strikea,
whieh nesrly got my goat; and the second was on excessive expendi-
tures, particularly the relief polioy. In all other matters I
have been as loyal as any devoted enthusisst could desire.

Of course, as I have explained more than once, your
agricultural policy in my opinion is fundamentslly unsound, but
since you have so many advisers whose Judgment and experience
as to the prectical difficulty in the premises should be better
then mine, I thought I should not press my views; and loyally
supported your and Hemry's efforta before the Congress.

But in the matter of government finance, I am egotistical

enough to believe that I know ms much as most people; and it ias

my lifetime confiction, as well as the declaration of every atates-
man in the country, including your own good salf, that we must

live within our incoms or else in tims financial disaster will
follow. In my judgment,we should have approached the balancing

of the budget In '36 and surely should have balanced in '37, Now,
unless you levy additional taxes, I am doubtful of your ability

to do what you desire for '38, to-wit: spend less than you recelvs,

Of course, I am very desirous of enjoyingz the comforts
of home as well as some trips out in the oountry, but as I told
you when I left, I am aubject to your call, or rather eommand ;

and when Marvin told me that you said something sbout not being
able to control my action, it really bothered me because I am
enxious, overly anxious, to be of every possible service to your

administration.




THE VICE PRESIDENT'S CHAMBER
WASHINGTON

I have never kept even as mich sa a mosquito bar
over my scul when I unburdened myself to you. I solicit the
same confidence on your part. I know it will make mae heppy,
and I believe it will be better for sll of us.

Now, I probably should not write you as I have, but
my intense desire to be of every possible service, plus my
real friendship and affection for you, end Marvin's statement

being conatantly on my mind, I am compelled to get this out
of my syatem,

With best wishes, I am

The President,

The White House.
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My dear Alben:-

S0 of yestentay SAl Shdny Lest \hare Be say wisumes
even yen . any

s in regard to judicial reform, please let me clarify
the situation,

S8inoe the untimely death of our Majority Leader,
I had hoped with you that at least until his funeral services
had been held a decent re for his memory would have
deferred disoussion of political legislative matters.

i It s, th.:;:l‘ﬁ ﬂ‘-:hﬂr;grﬂ that I !l.n: hth-.t
advantage being taken dsoenoy, shoul a
period of mourning. - <

Because of this situation, however, I am compalled
in the publio interest, though against every inolination, to
write to you. Iuﬁilhﬂmammmuﬂ.ﬂgnﬂﬂty
Leader in the Senate.

Over four years ago it became apparent to the
Ameriocan people and to the leadsrship of the new Administration
of the National Government and to the newly elected Congress
Marisen poipies in 5 (vershaluing Weiority, FEOOAISE) T
T an o re
need for ml:;Im. for oultural r.:rnr;, for labor reform,
for housing reform and for judiociasl reform.

I olte the above mersly as ee. Other lesser
reforme woent hand in hand with them as nati needs. The
Congress and the AdministSation effected during the first four
years many of these reforms. The reform of the processes of
justioce, the need for which was nothing new, was recommended by
mé on February fifth of this year. The time had come to act.

In my Message to Congress I set forth objectives.
With these objeotives the overwhelming majority of the people
of this country were in aocord. With these objeotives the
overvhelming majority of the Congress were in acoord,




/

L
Froposed tentative legislation was drawn at that
time %0 faoilitate discussion of me in both Houses of the

Oongress and disocussion oommenced immediately in the Congress
and throughout the ocovntry.

Let me make olear onoe mors the objeotivea. They
oonstituted rovements in the ess of justice in all Federal
oourts, from the lowest to the $. Those improvements
inoluded tematic addition of or judges to all such oourts
in which wore judges beyond retirement age who had not
taken advantage of retirement privileges — for the dual purpose
of hel the older J ve a maximum of justioe in a
mind sum s and of keep the sooial viewpoints of the
auu:n m‘::l of ohang m;lm. Q‘ﬁ“: :::nh also
contempla adequate ry for supervision Supreme
Oourt of the expeditious dispatoh of business by the lower courts,
and for getting constitutional questions to the Supreme Court
without delay.

These were the objeotives. At no time have I or
w of Administration insisted that the method or
me 0 Y proposed be saored or final exoept to point
out that aotion was of immediate nscessity and, thersfore, that
the prooess of constitutionsl amendment was an ul.‘hu.ltr it
the objeotive was to be attained within a reasonable time., It
is, of oourse, olear that any determined minority in the
nation oould, without great diffioulty, blook ratification by
one means or another in at least thirteen states for a long
period of time,

Objectives can be obtained by oonstitutional legis-
lation and both the original bill and Senator Robinson's bil
were olearly constitutional,

There was the other resason for action legislation
rather than by oonstitutional amendment. The situation of the
olvilized world has been, for several years, at a point of
extreme danger, This has been mﬂ{;tmnf re -—
aggression and armamen$, soonomic orieis and major social needs.

+ The United States is ily free from any thouiht
of aggression or armament for aggression, but the people of the
United States have oalled for eoconomio seourity and for major

social improvements., National safety demands them,

About a month ago Senator Robinson advised me that
some new form or forms of method were called for if the ob-
Jeotives of judiolal reform were to be attained, I told him
that in my judgment the bill he proposed would be a satisfactory
method of attaining suoh objeotives. I told him further #hat I
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Congress of ihe BaLTed Dtotes Tarir sueofinion — that en the
(] . T
:.ﬁl ih-nu :ln:‘ of methods but ;?ut‘:n ﬁn Pﬁ!:llf.l}n falls

aou recommending objeotives. s 1is accordanos

To abandon any reform of the judioial processes at
this session of the Congress means an abandonment of the obe

Jeotives,

An abandonment of judioial reform, inoluding, of
course, all the Federal Courts, because of the inability of a
n.;lerﬁy of Senators or a majority of Representatives to agree
on method and reach a vote 'glun the responsibility squarely
on the Uongress of the tlnl.; States,

May I, therefore, tell you very ll.-ia.r onoe more
that the objeatives of the President, and, I believe of

t or i{ of our oitizens, remain the same, and that
eliave t 1t 1e the duty of the Oongress, and especially of
the members of the majority ﬁnr in the Benate and the House
of Representatives, to pass legislation at this session %o
carry out the objectives.

Very sinoerely yours,

Honorable Alben W. Barkley,
United States Senate,

Washington, D, O,
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®rber of Serbices at the Funeral
of

Foseph T. Robinson

Hale n Senator of the Enileh Siates from e Siate of Trhangas

The services will be held ar 1200 o'dlock noon Friday, July the
Siztesnth, Nineteen Hundred and Thirty-seven,

The body of the late Senntor JOSEPH T. ROBINSON will be placed
in the Senate Chamber prior to the servicss.

The President of the United States and his Cabinet, the Chiel Justice
and Awmociate Justices of the Supreme Court, the Diplomatic Corpa, the
Members of the House of Representatives, the Chief of Staff of the Army,
the Chiel of Naval Crperations of the Navy, the Major General Commandant
of the Marine Corps, and the Commandant of the Coast Guard have been
invited to sttend the services in the Chamber, and will occopy the seats on
the floor of the Senate assigned them by the Sergeant-at-Arma,

The President and his Cabinet will meet in the President's Room.

The Supreme Court will meet in the office of the Secretary of the Senate,

The Diplomatic Corps, the Chief of Staff of the Army, the Chisl of
Maval Operations of the Navy, the Major General Commandant of the
Marine Corps, and the Commandant of the Coast Guard will meet In the
Senate Reception Reom.

The Viee President’s Room will be reserved for the members of the
family of the late Senator and the officiating clergy, whence they will be
escorted to seate on the Senate foor.

Bears will be reserved for those entitled to them upen the floor, te
which they will be shown by the attachés of the Senate.
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COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMEIRCE

July 17, 1937

Honoreble Franklin D. Roomevalt
Fregldent of the United States
The White Housae

Washington, D, C.
Dear Mr. President:
Our conference Thursday geems to have been terribly misunderstood.

Lagt week Senator Brown suggested that Senators Andrews, Gillette
and I joln him in a visit to you for a frank discussion of the
Court matter, Semator Brown to make the appointment.

I was glad for such an opportunity. So many wild stories and

Tumors were being told that I deslred to find out first hand your

position on a eonstitutional amendment and on the so—called Hatch

subatitution as well ag your opinlon upon the urgency for action
at this session on the whole Court plam.

0f courge, I had no thought of issuing anything in the nature of
a mild senatorial ultimatum to you, or of making an implisd demand
or even & strong suggestion. I wanted your viewpolnt. There
certalnly was no thought on the part of any of us of the slightest
digecourtesy to the memory of Semator Robinson whom we all loved.

When we got back to the Semate floor the newspaper boys were after
us. BSenator Brown lssued a brief statement, in which we &ll con-
curred, that really said almost nothing. I made no edditional atate-
ment to any one—either pablic or "off the record".

I am sorry that we plcked this unfortummte time for the conference,
tut I am glad that a conference was held.

Sincerely yours

(J

—
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THE WHITE HOUSE |
WABHINGTOMN

July 37, 1837,

MENORANDUM FOR
SENATOR BARKLEY

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R,

Jopy of letter to Senator Byrnes
under date of July 26, 1937, and
copy of Senator Byrnes! letter
to the President.




July 38, 1937
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WAlnited Dlafes Denafe

COMMITTEE ON AFPFROFRIATIONS

July 22, 1957,

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I was the ranking member of the Reorganization
Committee, of which Senator Robinson was Chairmen. We
had & meeting scheduled the morning Senator Robinson died,
It was our purpose that morning to pass upon the question
of hearings which had been requested bty Senator Byrd and
others.

Before calling the Committes together, I would like
to know whether it is sti11 your desire to have this Bill
coneldered at this session. Though I personally believe it
unwise, if it is your desire to have the legislation con- i
sidered I want to call together the Democratic members for
the purpose of determining our course. Senator Robinson
assured the Committee that open hearings would be held. I
think this will have to be done. If we are to proceed with
the legislation at this session we should stert the héarings
at the earliest possible date because they will consume some
time,

When you have reached s conclusion ag to whether or
not we should attempt to pass the legislation at this sessien,

I wish you would advise me,
ii;.actfully gcurgéég

AMES F. BYRNES,

B-C




TELEGRAM

@The White House
7 PO JM 68 Government 355pm
Waupaeca, Wis., July 28, 1937,

The President:

I hope no mistake will be made in filling the wvacancy on the
Supreme bench The appointee in addition to being able honest
and courageous should have a deep seated belilef that our
Constitution 18 a progresslve living instrument and should be
construed in the light of present day ecivilization I think
Governor Phil LaFollette of Wisconsin meets these qualifications
100 percent. I hope you will appoint him.

G. W. Norris, U. 8. Senator.
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