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Tho tbreo enclosures of Mr . Shears 

wore returned to h1m along wit h the 

President ' s latter of Sept JO, 1939, 

Copy attacllod 



Pear Dahrs-

I ueed to oall )'OU that an unoonaoionable 10118 
t1111e ago and I hope I a till 11181· 

I hnvo been thr1lled to get a letter trom Mr. 
Shears telling 1110 that i1' ;rou oannot find a so.th1'aotoJ7 
purabaeer tor ;rour unole 1 s plaoe, )'OU would be willlne 
to give the estate to a wortbJ organization aa a 
meaor1al to h1111. · 

I enclose a letter whioh I have Just sent to 
Mr. bare whl.oh will explain the s1 tuat1on. 

I think it is etill possible that the State or 
Hew Yorlt or the 'l'aoonio State Park Oomm1nion 1111gbt be 
persuaded to aooept th1B wonderful g1tt, but it the;r 4o 
not, and you approve, I oould see 11' the K11tor1o 
Monuments D1v1s1on or the Interior Department would 
oons1der doing 1n th1a oaee what it 1a alrea4Y doi.ns 
1n tho oaae or. several or the old Virginia estates. 

'1'ha t idea ot the Yale Foreetl")' Sobool 1e merel;r 
one 1dlioh ooourred to me beoause ot your unole1 s deep 
1ntereet in Yale and booause he mentioned the need or a 
toreet arboretum 1n the general neighborhood ot New York. 

As you know, I have alwa;ya thought ot the Hyde 
Po.rk plaoe with the greatest 1ntereat and attootion 
because with the exoapt1on ot one or two old Van 
Renaaelear or Liv1118aton plaoea, it 1s the only oountr.r 
plaoe in the North wh1oh bas been well kept by tor 
nearly two oanturiee. 

It would be a wonderful thing to have the 
JD&inteMnoe or it assured tor all t1111e. 

I hope to ~t up to 1:11do Park 1'or Saturday and 
Sunday, the seventh and eighth. It by an)' ohanoe you are 

.• 
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ao1na "' be theN eo .. weekend thh Autu.n I hope 8laOh 
~t rou wUl let .. know. I IQ'Ielt hope to be ChiN 
&boll1; "''17 other Wllklnd Wt, Ot OO'Illrll1 I O&IUIOt plan 
&n)'t.blng 4et1n1tel7 during t.beee dltt1oUlt 4&7•· 

Mre. Jaa .. Laurene Van Alen, 
11fakeb1U' It 1 

1 

lfnport, 
Rhode bland. 

Alwa,ys e1nOINl)', 

I, 



Dear .Mr. Sheare1-

I U11 ot OOIIJ'II Mde 'Ill')' happ;y bJ llzol, 
Van Alen'• auggeeUon ot g1'1J.n8 the .. w.te to a wor­
orsan1zat1on •• a ••orlal. to llzo, 'fanderbU,, I u no' 
•uoh IIIJ'Pr1eed b7 Ooma1ee1oner Oeborne'e replJ, ee­
peo1al.l7 bloauee ot the tao' that the State ot lew York, 
through the Taoonio SW.te Park o-s.ulon, hae al.readf 
taken over the Lew11 'l'hoap.on plaoe and the IIUle plaoe 
at lltaahburs. How..,er, •• plao .. with exoellent rl'litr 
tron~e are blooming aoaroe.r wlth eYer;y paaelnc ;year, 
U a1ght be poulble to inter .. t the 'l'aoon1o SW.te Park 
Ooaa1ee1on, and I will write 1ntoraall7 to thea aeltlnl 
what the pou1b1l1V 18. I waa the tll'et Clhalraan ot 
that 0oma1a11on areelt. 

I hue another idea whloh 11 worth oon­
dder1ng, I thlnlt, 1t Kzoe. Van Alen would lllte to haYe 
ae pureue lt. A tn 71ar1 ago thl Oongrell lit QP 111 
the Interior Department, aa a D1Y1e1on ot the latlonal 
Park Str'tloe, a Hlttorlo IIOnuaante D1'11tlon, thl 
SeoreUI')' ot the Interior hae the rl!Ebt to aooept u 
a ctn h11tor1o monumenh wh1oh lhoW:d be pruerYI4 
tor al.l tlae tor th8 benet1 t ot tht publ1o. !he 
Go'IIJ'Illllnt hae, I thlnlt , alread7 obtained ae g1tte 
ll'llral ot the old Virsln1a eeW.tu, and 1t 11 a, 
tho~t that the VanderbUt plaoe 11, 1n ner)' w.:t, 
eutt1olenU:r •h111tor1o" to bring 1t within th.e tll'lll 
ot the Aot, 

I have one other thought whloh I thlnlt 
Mr. VanderbU t hillleel.t oonll1dere4 a long tlae ago -
twtnt;r-t1Ya or th1rt:r :rear• - bloauae ht •nt1one4 1t 
to me at that tilll. It wae that the Yal.e roreetr)' 
Sohool, in wbloh he had taken muoh lnterut, oould nr)' 
properl;r deYelop a toraatr)' demonttratlon area at eo .. 
point oomparat1Yel;r near to big oentere ot population 
1n the Eaet -- not tor larse eoale toreatr)' but rather 
tor the t:rpt or torestr;y that perW.ina to ooaparaU'IIl7 
emall aoreagaa owned by people with sutt1o1ent ••an• 

' 

• 
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t o 4nelop 4et1nUe 'rP•• ot noe11 tor lan4eoap1nc an4 
looal wood ue11. 'l'bat 'rP• ot tor11t17 11 what I aa 
4nelop1ng on -: own plaoe, &I rou 11&1 mow, 

I u wr1Ung a note to lb'e. Van .Uen &114 I 
hope to be at ho•• oTir the l'leken4 of Ootoblr enentoh 
and •1Ch1:ih. lleanWblle r ou al&ht Wit w11:ih her and with 
Mr. M\lrpbT . I wlll o&ll rou liP when I get to 117111 Park • 

. ' 

B. 0. Shears, Ea~ •• 
K)'41 Pa.rlt, 
Dutohe .. Oount;r, 
Bn York. 



T&L. 28 

H. C. SHEARS 

HYDE PARK ON HUDSON, N. Y. 

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President 0! The United States 
w~sbington, D. c. 
~y dear Wr. President: 

I realize the load you are carrying, at tbe present 

time, and will be brief. 

You remember you suw me on the day tllat Father Divine 

telegraphed you relative to the purchase of the hstute of the 

late Frederick W. Vander bll t . 

Since then I have talked with olrs. Van .klen, and her 

attorney, llr. William G. Uurphy o! Olin, Clark & llurpny, 120 

Broadway, New York City, and they state that,unless sn.e can 

find a satisfactory purcr~ser , sbe would be willing to give 

the Estute to a worthy organization as a memorial to ner 

uncle, Mr . Vanderbilt. 

I suggested that sne give it to tne Conservation 

Commission or the State of New York, and her attorney, kr . Murphy, 

wrote to llr. Osborne and I enclose with tnis a copy of ur. Murphy's 

letter and Mr. Osborne's reply, and also a letter just received 

!rom !Jr . Murphy . Will you please have one of your secretaries 

return these letters t o me? 

When you have time to tnink of things, outside of 

t/Ltiona~ affuirs, I would be ple~osed to know your reaction to 

t uese letters, and any suggestions would be appr eciv.ted . 

Vlith kind per sonal regards , I am 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
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a,<>-~Pv~ ~ 
=TELEGRAM ~ ~Jjv--' 3 

ll~C 48 D. L. 2 :21pm 

POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y., Sept&Glber 30, 1939. 

THE PRESIDENT. 

I think you would like to know promptly that Mre. Van Alen has 

offered the Vanderbilt place to the State for a park and that the 

Park Commission must make a prompt decision whether to accept or 

to decline. On account of the upkeep, the Coamiss1on 1s 1n doubt . 

GERALD MORGAN. 

• 
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THE SECRETARY OF" THE INTERIOR 

/.!:. ;:­
fill /a:t-/ 

WASHINGTON 

II¥ clur llr. Pr~o1clentt 

T~to memoranclua relateo to the ~cle Park eotate owned. 

br llrt• Van Alen, concern1n« which rou tolep~oned to •• 

t~e other da7• 

Tho Prea1dent, 
The lhi to Houee. 

!oclooure, 

Sin.cerely 70ur1, 

--rf-. ~<:~ 
Secretary o! the Interior. 

.. 
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AOOI_Q, ONI.V 
lUI! Dlftt~, IIA110HA1. 'Alii( SCIIYICI 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1939. 

!!.emoro.ndum for tho Socrete.r;r: 

F'IL!l COPY 
Su rnue: 

. ... -., .............. . 

I l1t. vo hnd a lona ciistancc ta1ephooe roport from Poue;bkeepsie ................... u.. 

from J)r . RollHld& of our llrlinch of Histori c Sites &nd Actinz Chie•· Fores t or 
L. r . Cook , followint. their day Wid a bnlf visit to and insp.lction of wo 
l!yde Park Estnte o1mod by t.lrs. Ve.n Alfen. 

'!r . Shoa.ra,_~.• !'!'l""~Nr o~ t!le. est:rl&_f~~~-pa~t 35 years, ueat-
ed tho:~ IV1 th every courtesy and b.as shorm thea everythinc . ::r. Cook re­
ports tha t the <.rboret1111 io !'ine l>ut not of any special si:!Oi.!"icance , there 
boin, a.ny in the country b3tter than this eoll'>ction o1' trees . Ho~<ovcr, 
it cont:U.n: so1110 l'Omllrlulbly fine eY.otics, prob<.bly over 100 yes.rs of ace . 

Dr. P.onU.do stntoo th .. t Yrs . Vllll Allen "-"" defin1tel7 decided tnt.t 
Fnther Dovine 11Ul not be able to obtain the eRtete clld is ,.J.so refusil'lG 
"" of for :!'roc tha Creole Orthodox Church . Dr . Rol'ltlds says tl'u:.t t..>to houee 
::nd !\u-nillhinzs are vory fine indocd r.n4 that he bo...J.icves the esto.te 
u·oul4 be a n oX4111J)le of e social and eCo!IQmiC phese or our nat1oll!ll de­
vclo)l:lle!lt tht.t r.ould 1>9 or diotinct nt.tionaJ. inture,;t.. Ue belioves in 
t..'le futuro , say 100 yeors Ot' Eo fran now, this estata woru.; be K in­
ter&gtino; to th" peoplo or th~<t W.y '"' perhaps Ulli aosburt. Wld tht Co­
lonittl Uutlotl!.l 111DtOl'ieal P .. rk w-e to us of t his GJ.y . 

Or . Roll.lldo nnd l'.r . Cook will be in the office tomor>"OIT mornine 
111 th a more detl•iled report. 

COPY FOR THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 
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0:, ./.(/M/ 
~E SECRETARY 01' THE INTERIOR 

\ \_y~ II'-)r- 1 

WASHINGTON 

.1( \ ·" , . October 6, 1939. 

Wy dear ~r· Preo1dent l 

Here 11 a f urther report that hae Just come !roo the 

Parle Serrlce on tba Hyde Parle .. tate . I rlll h& .. e thh 

oatter r eferred to tbe Adrlaoey Board on !!htor1c S1tee 

at 1to next meettn&, "h1ch •111 be November 14 to 16. 

'i'he Pret1dent, 
'i'he lh1 t e ao ...... . 

llnc. 

Sincerely youra, 

#~;;.~ 
Secretary of the Interior . 



o\00--CHI.'I" 
Tfit OfiiTCTOit. ... 'nCWW. ,Mit IOMtlt 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

October 5, 1939. 

!Jomorand~.m~ for Colonel l'lhite 1 

In aocordanoo with ;your inatruotiona, on October S and 4 , 
the undersigned rlaited Hyde Rorie, !lw YorJc, for tho purpose 
of ina pectin& the eatato of the late Frederick 'II'. Vande£b1lt. 
fie l'ir•t stopped at the oi ty library in Po\i&hkeepsie in order 
to fe.miliarin ouraelvea with the nowape.per l'iloo on the eub­
jeot and with t ho hietocy or the prope~.f. 

The Vanderbilt eatate ie , in pnrt , tho 1705 Hyde Rorie 
grant ot the Governor or tlew York, Edwnrd eyde , ' lisoount Corn­
bury, grandoon or t ho FirDt Earl or Clarendon, to hio private 
secretory, Potor Fauoonior. Fauoonier 1 s e;re.mldaughter, SusannA 
Ve.lloeu, ""'"riod Dr . John De.rd (1716-1799) , friend or llenjOJ:Iin 
Franklin, e.nd rirot Hodth otl'ioor of tho Port or llew York, 
11!\oae writings and spooohee resulted in the establiehmOnt oi' 
th<> first quarantino station a t Dedloe•3 Ialand . Tho property 
was inherited by hio son, Dr. Samuel Be.rd (1742- 1621), founder 
of the !l<m York Hoep1-.:al and private physician to Prooidont 
Tla ahin;;ton , Dr . Somuel Bard io buried in st. J""'"s churchyard . 
Dr. SAmUel Be.rd 1 a eon Tlilllam 'IIU forced in 1827 to eell tho 
estate to Dr . Do.vld Hosaolc (d , 1835) , botaniet and agr ioulturiet, 
1fho was Alexander l!am1lton•e phyeioian. Dr. lioaaol: ""'Ployod tho 
BelgiAn, Andre' P&n:lentier, cno or the first landsoape gardener• 
in Al:>orica, to beautifY tho s;rounda , In 1B9S, l.lr, Frederick w. 
Vnnderbilt ( d • 19~) 1 puroheeod tho estate froo tho hoira or 
Walter Langdon, 2ndl and built ~~o pro•ent mansion in 1898, 

The property undor consideration l ie• immediat ely north or 
tho v1141;e o~ llydo l'llrk in Dutohoaa County, N. Y., and i noludes 
approx:l.nate!y 673 noreo . Tho estate is rolljlhly 1 mile aqunro 
and is divided into almcot oqunl parts east and west by the Albany 
Post Road , On tho weot odgo 1a the Hudson River, The ll<m York 
Central R, R. mainline t raoko cross tho western edgo of tho 
property but o. ohort otrotoh of river frotltage i s included in tho 
area . The oootion or tho ootato oaat or the Albany Peat Road is 
devoted to farm oropa , fruit treos, and forest. It ia rather 
typical ot• tho uaue.l Hudson Valley rural property. ~oM oxcollant 
r eforestation by plantin& white ond !IOJ"""¥ pino , spruce, and 
ot!U>r i'croat trooo he• boon doDO 1n the area . Tho outatandlntl 
portion of tho oatato lies west or tho Post RoAd and ovorloolcl tho 
HudG:on River. 



Tho proport<; io extromoly well landseo.ped and ~ of tho trooo 
o.re mgnifioent apeoimono or tho species . ~y of thorn ..,.. wodoubtodly 
tho originAl plo.ntin&• • Tho species used ArO lD.rgoly Mtivo whito 
pinos , mples , ol>lte , o.nd homJ.ookc , l:ut tner o are nleo o. few fino 
apeoimons o1' r;l.nkgo, oo.te>lpa, locust, European beech, and others . 
Sette mor e rooont plAnting or native tr~es and cultivated voriotioe hos 
boon done to fill in tho lo.ndooo.pl.ng or the property . Tho trooa on 
the area are in an oxoollont otato of preservation and lD.rl!)e ouma ha.vo 
been 3pent on tree pro·teotion work. Thtlro is also o. formal rooo (;O.rdon, 
greenhouses , and a flower go.roon on tho property. '1"tu> lo.ttor has not 
boon kept up durin& the put year . A very spo.cioua lawn extOII<Io o.oroao 
the front of tho ::ain buildinG and oovoro.l largo expo.neoo of -.low 
haTe boon annual~ cut for hay. 

'!'he area ia not an outsto.ndin(; •"""'!'le of an &rbors1ow4, ainoo moat 
of the t roos aro no.tiv-o or rathor common exotics . Rowover .. tho t rooo 
nre excellent spooiJilona of their kind, and tho nrea dooo exhibit tho 
groo.t il:lperte.noo of tho proper ua o of troos in enhanoin& tho boc.uty and 
value of nn esta.to . 

!.lr . Horbort C. Shcc.1·a , for thirty-n:lllo yonrs Superin·~ond.ont for 
tlr . 'fandorb~od us that tho prosent 0'1'~ J~ra . Margaret Louise vnn Alen, of 'ilnlcohurnt';'"!lowport , ii. I . , niece of tho late Ur . \l'o.ndorbilt, 
hs.d recent~ roruood an ortor for the property , '""' ia will in& to donate 
s r ounds , buildin&a, and turniohl.ncs to tfie Federal Government. 

Althou;;h no great ovent of national moiJ<~nt ooourred at Hyde hrlc 
thi.s estate is indioatiTo of a phase or Al:lerico.n socic.l history which 
ai(;)tt woll bo prooervo<l . Tho hou..o and crounds ropreoent a ~ ot life, 
a style, end even a habit ot thou:;)\t m>ich belongs to our past ao muoh 
as does Colonial Ti'i1lio.m~~burt;. It appears to us tint posterity -.ould. 
thank t!te Gowrncont for prosorvi»& such " site, rather than noooooitatillj; 
the J.'uture restoration of oomo oxamplo or other of eho por iod. It ia 
neodloss to pout out ~l•t\t hOTtovor well done , a restoration to not tho 
snoo thinG no tho or1c1Ml . 

The mnol.on oonte~ins mny rof\1~ im•ely o bjccto o.nd reco.r<Hoa o o1' 
11J11f porsono.l feelings tho taoto of tfio \rllole is thot of tne poriod . 'l'ho 
hous o, oarri.e.te- houa o, boc.t-h~uso , ).X\ vllion, and erounds , Clll in oxoollent 
condition , ~ould not fail to be or sre~t inter est to tho prooont day 
visitor. A foo, oollootod o.t tho Gate House , could oadly \>o oharcod. 
:!0'.1 fnr the proceeds would r;o toward tlllcins co.re of tho coat of ""'intonc.nce 
1~ is impossible to •o.y. No doubt tho coat woula bo oonsidorablo as it 
would require at !oaat ~ ...,n to a:ainto.l.n "he ~::rounds . 

(' 



Att..ohod is a nwapapor o.rtiolo oonoorninj; !.:r , Vand.orbilt' a will 
tot;othor with A brochure by Provi""' • Ino , , 'Oidoh e;i vo """"' iae& ot• 
tho Vanderbilt oatAte , 

14= .. : .... U?c.. 0 ~-' 
Aotin& Supervioor of Hiator1o Sitoa, 

Aoting Chief of Poreatcy , 

~oloauro 1708939 

' 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

' ' 

10-17-J9 

UE!.!O . FOR LIR . Kfu'ltiEE: 

For your in!'ormu tion: 

At toe President ' s dlrection 
I 1 pnoned Ickes, 6i vu1g the ~essage to 
Burlew, ~s follows : 

"Tell Secretur; Ick~s ta~t L~e 
President expects to be in Hyde Purk 
on :..11turd..y a~ornl.ng Wld lfOlllu oe, Ickes 
c~re to nuve Hr . Ronuids 4l1U Lne Superv_sor 
of Historic sites co~e up t o the ~resi­
dent • s place tot 10: JO " · m., ant. go up 
to tilCJ Van.,er bilt plt.ce with the Presiuent. 
If so, 1•ill they let l.!r . bhe«rs know. 
(~r . ShebrS rcfcrreo1 to is H. C. Shears, 
Hyde Park) . Al.Jo ask Mr . I cKes if ne w=ts 
to have Mr . Cook co~e ul ong, He is acting 
Chief Fore:Jter." 

( The Pres.ldun t lt tlpt 
hl~ Hyde Ptcl' k file . 
Vunuor bil t es ta t e). 

t ile pt.jlers of> thi s f or 
I~ hll:l to do with the 

HMK: LATER: Burlew t pnooed . Si>iU Mr . 
lionr l oll! und t1r . Cook 1•.oultl co•"e to Hyue P~trk 
und thoy were t.Odi.IY ,:ettiog in touch wi t.h 
11 . C. Snu:.rs . 

RB 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

10/18/39 

~ID!ORAlllJUH F'OR }!R, IW!SET'l' 

/!5F 
1/ tN .A,: .. t ' .._... 

An appointment hne been arranged 
at Hydo Park on SatiU'de.y at ten-thirty 
in the morning tor Hr. Franoh a . Ronaldl, 
Ch1ot or the lthtorio S1tee Division and 
Hr. Lawrenae F. Cook, Aoting Oh1et Forester, 
(both o r Nnt1onal Parlts) together vi th 
Mr. 1! , C, Shears ot Hyde Park (representing 
~tre. J, ! .. Van Alen, who owns the VM4e~:~b1lt 
estate) to coot the President and aaoompany 
hie to the Vanderbilt estate. 

V~o . Dn1oy Vnn Alan will moot the 
Presi d ent on the VAnderbilt estate grounds 
and will be present dur1ng the 1nspootion. 

nte PreB1dent has invited ~Ira. Van 
Alert tor luncheon at hie homo and ehe has 
wired hor aoooptanoe, 

lt. 
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REMIND THE PRESIDENT OF THIS 

ON FRIDAY BEFORE HE LEAVES FOR 

~DE PARK. 

TELEGRAM 

Nowport R I 163pm Oct 1? 1939 
The President 

The Whi t fl House 

Deligbte~ to luncheon ~lth you Saturday many thankA will be 

at my place before luncheon. 

Daley Van Alen 

204pm t d : . 



STANOARO I'OAM NO. 1o4A 
Anftl)wt:O 111 THC PIIUI D(Ift 

MIJtCHI0, 1U' 

TELEGRAM 
OFFIC IAL BUSINESS-GOVER NMENT RATES 

Mt·s . J. L. 'hn Alen, 
"Wekcilur:i t" , 
Ne rrpor t, Rho<1e Island. 

f ROM ~~~frfu~ 
~il»l!il•g:lan 

Octvber 17 1939 

Expect to be Hyua Pu,·..r S;,.. tv.rc.ay . Hope !Jluch you 
will luncn \ 1 th us thL t d,,y . Il yvu c_.n l)<.! t h" re I will 
d rive u p to your ,.,1uc c tvittl •- N;,.. t l ou..J. P=k Se r vica = 
bel'::>re lunche on. 

.Ffu..NKLI N D. RU•J&EVELT. 



10- 17-J? 

.THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

J.E".:OIWWOll FOR !.USS LEIU.ND: 

Tae atta~~ea t~legrbm for y0ur 
informt.tion. '•<ill you t.lso make & note 
;;nu tell the Pre~l.:le•l t , chu t Sec~e ta ry 
I ckes office au vi s es tnu t 14r. Ron<.lds 
ana Mr. Cook wi ll .. lso b" 11t Hyue Pork 
lit 10: 30 A. !.l . 5aturu..y l:o go on up 11ith 
him to l:be Vander bilt place . They ure 
notifting llr . She;,rs today. 

Roberta 

., 

I' 



--

I nuod 1•0 \ t oll you btH 'rOry """":.' I '·' " 
~o • e :rou ~" tho ot hor dar onJ ~o l<n:>• or your 
plana. t ~=t you to rool1zo tao-· hnr>:>Y I ~ 1D .tw 
Oll'l\lftb .. t!L.,t 1t ;. J....l Looco -.o :: :>er=ou:<mt :.=11!1 to 
7"ur Vncie ho<! - an 4 t'\..r~t.cnlOr:l, tf::: "t t~ -d.i..J. b'J 
onJ.rr:,d Uj G.;> .reotn~<.J b: oo uoey :>eo lin tllr:ru;;h 
sl!. "C!a"'" ;;-a~..-, :o o-JI::I.O. 

I t•>'>l v Jr'/ corhtr. th, \ Ito .10\il.t iu.To 
- ivan .hi" entiro " Jl 1'01'41 to H. 

Jl.~ IIUN t <> la t JilO l."llO"' 11' 'heN 1e any>o 
th1m: f"J rt!l:uo I cnt1 <!o IUid I liopo l:llleJl t~t iD the 
:>ro<- ' ;j"'• ot h.:o:V1:lfl tho ~V01"1LLJent mr.:. out tho h.~lJ..8-
f'lr en!! t !lto 1 t CT· ,. 1'o>· ;.u\Jl to onJcyo <tt , y-:>•1 v!ll 
t <\<>l fl'<'~ to CPll on "0 • ~ ftDY t1~ .• i n CllCC euy 
problC!tMl u lsr. 

f.lso , l !lo;•C" "'lU.ch t;ht-;; y .J\J ~1!. b~ l;t!:!e' a~ 
lt)'d~ ?nrt SCC!J ··, c!.o:c1 vtu·1, I """ th,.r-- am ~~-'lt tQU 
.,'1.1' ~:. !.~ -t.!n~n 1. ... !. u_, ' -rol.JJ. 

I h· J r.ll n'lrt'U-1)' n1 ~ ll~to t'roft '"ur .Ti= • 
! lj•~O'-i t..l J.t~ . 

••r1:. ! • .:.c.urtt:u• V:.n Al.un , 
'"'a d JUT' .. t , 
:re .. 'l'Ol"t, 'lliodo Island. 

Copy ot Mrs. Van Alon' e letter to Pr es. end copy or th1e reply 
to L!re . Vnn All&n sent to Socy. Ickes, by direction or the Pres. 
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'l'han!<s tor ~ha~ nioe no~e or youra. I ho. e 
TOey cuch t~~ the plen tor ~ ~ant ""ro 
ot :soour Uaole Pred ' a plfte1> ;,ill ;;o ~hroush 8JlJ! I neocl 
DO~ 1oll you \11M u a 'rOr7 old trlSIId ot ;your oo'her 
I ..,. delt tJht <ld to be of uy ;>oanl>lo !lolp. 

I Ill)&;! oo~ hll ::10" that 1t :;our ooth·>r or 
you e.n:.lJ l h a 8't cydo Park, 1' t011l~ ros:te r e 'K'r:f 
hop:>7 but I lalo'.1 t he dirti cu1 t;y ~'leeo d3ys or ' &orl.Dg 
t h1n(;e up lrJ tho zootc al>ll &1.110 "\he c!1 rt1e'.Jlt ;- or \ry­
l.Dt; to u .. o 111 u nUf.lt •r or d1t'fer<r.1t ;>ke.>e. 

I f tbo plan ""'"• throush, I ahall count 011 
l!a•t1n(; .:fOur ad'YiC!I t n :orlr1.ac O'V.t the pelT'.flll8!11 rlan 
Nl<l ot eeoi.DI< you nt Bydo Par k at that U ::e. 

J' . 11 . Vflll Alon, l!iuq. , 
Del Alb , 
Rollll/n , Noo1 'for;;. 

Jl_lwaya e1n col'llly , 

FOR/4J 



• • 

$-e..-~ ~ b. 3") 

.. J. H. Vo.n ld•n ~ 
.D .. 1 ..... h :!::) 

Rot iYn.- N.Y . 

.. 

,• 



November 14, 19~9. 

Earlier lettera with !Irs. Van Alan and llr. Shoara 
&ivan to the Prooldeot by G.~.T. on Oct 17, 19~9. 
Tho Proaldont ia holding these. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

B)'d8 Part, •• y • t •OY.-,.r 17, 1'1139, 

MDOIUIIDUll roa 
mE SJ:CRE!ARY OF mE IIURIOR 

F. D. R. 



Dear Dalqa-

HJdoe Put, •· t • .L.. 
lloY_..r lf, lRe. 

1be .aloaed l!.e• ,_t - to • ln. 
fte Seontu)' Oil tale bteriol' aad I • "~ MPP1 
tbat ~ AdYbo~ 8oud oo •au~ Pub, 
Bbtorio Itt .. , BQU4111p, 81111! w. •te bu 
approYed tbe dellipaUoo Oil J'OQ:l' ~··• pl.aoe 
aa •repneeotetlft ADd UlutrdlYe Oil Ue 
J)ftlo40 Oil uUoDal elpltl- 1a tlut N 1 .. 
._lOlORloal, aAd cnaltlaral bletor,o ot ~ -V,•. 

lA o:rcSu to boleter up tba laat pUao­
g7&pb abolrt •eUJ!s the ooat ot ..U.t..e=oe ~ 
o~ &dllt .. too t"'• I • 111'1UIIg to !be ~ 
o~ ~ Iatertor to npnn ~ pera~ bell.t 
that tbe plaoe rill be of 811Gb na1 latueet to 
tbe pabllo that tbe a.all adaleeloo ~ .. e to be 
obusecS rill pay ~or lte aalat•-noe. ftb b 
eepeotally tna beoause of Ue looaUoa oa OM 
o~ the .,,, la~y tnftlecS hl8b...,-. 1a tbe 
oovatr,o. 

..F I ~ot that ycna eeod the eaolo .. cl 
oopy t o your la..,.ue to take the ~euy etepa? 

I u bo.e for ho dap aacs bope to -
baok ben aga1a ~or 911D4a)'. the ~bcl,L114 lloll4ar. 
the fcnarth ot Deo..a.r. u 1o.l h&ppea to lie ooetnc 
to f!Jde Put at that u .. , I ~ I ahall '" )'o.l. 

lll'e. .,,..., J.. YaD Al•, 
lfel: ......... 
•ewpon, 
llbode hl.aDd. 
(Eaolonn) 

' 

Alwqe elDaerelr~ 



MElAO?.Ati0\1),\ I"'!l '!'KE riLE.<:: 
, ;> 

Cow of lettc•· froo Dotsy Van Alen , Wokebur 'lt, Newport , R. I. , ,,.:.e-
l0/7,/lQ to tho Pra•tdPnt , !n r eeard to r.er rlnce t~A to k•eptng 
'l.t. es "o mecor tal to Uncle Fred and a national l!lonument" , end 
COl')' o!' Pr esident ' s reply of 11/1/39 t o llr~ . J 1 ! ,cu rens Von Alec 

(Daisy) , o~tnched to ~htcb '• 6 no1e •:-o :;ecy . Tekes: l;y dtrection .:( 
o~ tl'l• Pra•ldent.• , and the Prosldent ' s notatl on •tthat is status? 
P. D.R. • ., sent. t4 !lecrctary Ickes , ll/1/19. 

<6 

• 

r 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

NOYeaber 9, 1938. 

IIKII)JWIDUM I'OR 

'l'Hil SEOREtAKi UP' 'rKE Dlft:.RlOR 

ll'ba.t oan I tell Mr•. 
Van .U••U I hope to goo4ne .. 

U wUl go thJ'ough all l'"ii!M. 

r. D. R. 

Lett r frnM Do1~y Vsn Alen , \.:,knhur~t. , 
t~~ t'IOrt 1 H. . f. , li .h /'tfl to "111"'1 Pr"' 'h:ou1. . 
'"".n.' nt:1 1l1' fr.w p~.,l,ldcnt • a I_r..t1,.~J· 1n '\1r1' u· 
i*t!"",~· •rw:o to n:: tf "l' ·•hou1 ~~ici1 !til~ 1\1'ula 
~·~· ~'rr • 1,1utt. oo l'J/':"'/~"' in rn "hr·r ""lr.c,. '1r111 
10 J, ... rtnlr~co H t:"'' ~n~11m1'1 r...: to nncl~-~ F'r"•l Gn:l :~ 
n 1 I >J"l -;t ", ~tu~• ..,;.. •·"·' ~·'•tr 
rr, l<."ent t. v t,erl . 



The Proaidont, 

Tho White Houee. 

Uy dear Kr . President: 

, 

'OlE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

NOV 15 1939 

I have roo.oivod your memorandum, -wtth onolosurea, roquoeting tho 
status of tho proposal to designate the Vanderbilt Estate at Hyde Park 1 
ao a national hiatorio s1~o . 

Tho Adv1aory Board on Rational Parks, Historic Sitos, Build1Qta, 
and llonumenta reoently has boon in_ aoas!on.., and dvriog that mootin.&, 
attar oooaidoring tho question of the dooignet1on of tho Vanderbilt 
Eatato, it adopted tho .followiD(: resolution: 

Whoroaa by Act of Congress it baa boon declared a na­
tional policy to preserve for public use historic altos, 
bulldinca, aDd objoots of aat1onal elgnificanco, 

Whoraaa the estate at <lydo Pork in lift Yorlc, fe>r:.erly 
tho property of Frodor1olc"11'. Vanderbilt , baa boon oti'orod 
aa a Cift to tho United Statu, to be aclminiatored by tho 
National Park Servi ce, 

Tho Adv1aory Board on llational Pe.rk3 , Historic Sitos, 
Buildings, and Monumonto does hereby reoolve that tho afore• 
montie>nod estate, as ropraae~tativo ~ illuotrativo of ito 
period, ia of national aignifioanee in t he eoonomio, sooio• 
lo6ioal , and cultural hiotory of this oountry, and 

That tho Board duly oognizant of the budgetary problema 
C>f tho Service reoo~onds the aocoptanoo e>f tho gift, pro­
vided thoro is a reasonabl o proapoet that th& coat of mai n­
tollllnoo oan bo mot by admiaol.on foes or other appre>priato 
11100.01!1. 

I f Llro. Van Alan mnkoa a fe>rmal offor of the property te> bhia 
Dopartmont, the abe>vo resoluti on makes poss ible tho aoooptanoo of the 
••~ate and it could then bo pre>olaimed a nationa! hi&torio site under 
authority ot tho Historio Sitoo Act of August 2l, 1935 (49 Stat. 666). 

S1noer$ly your a • 

7fLo---: "e~ 
~ 

Socretary of the Interior. 
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Oear Frankl.in : 

Wakehurst 
Ne'PipOrt 
R. I. 

• 

Perhaps ;you have heard tilat tile State bas refused ll;yde Park. 

Jt is a disappointment but all tile same I want to tilank ;you tor all 

tbe troublo ;you have taken in tbe watter . I 8hall never tor get ;your 

kindness. 

Ever sincerely, 

(Signed) Daia;y Van Alen 

l'lov. 26, 19.39 
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jJ5rr WJt"v 
r-• .- • 

Wakehurst 
Newport 
R.I . 

Nov. 26th 

llhen I wrote ;you this morning I did not grasp tlle tact 

tllat 1t waa tlle Stat& and not the Federal Coverm:ent tllat bAd rc-

f'uaed Hyde Park, eo thoro 1o atil.l hope . It s eeliS th&t severa1 

100nthe ago a letter waa 'lii'i tten to the Stat& and my lr.ll)'er only 

received an answer ;rcaterdq. 1 IIUSt confess I ""' feeling happier. 

So sorry to have bothered ;you by the letter sent early 

thie morning. , 
h'vor sincerely, 

(Si gned) Daisy Ven Alen 

·. 

J .3 
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TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS- GOVERNMENT RATES 

MRS , J AUE(l ROOSEVJ;LT 
47 EAST 65TH STREET 
UE',f YORK OITY, 11. Y . 

foo" 'trrlre ~lyite ~ 
Pfas~ington 

io .... _., • ._,., UI.Ol!IO. "'"U t»fl 

November 391 1939, 

NO YOU ARF. HA VINO 'l'f!F. ALDRI CHB rOR LUNCH TO PRESE!IT TIIJ: 

UEDAl. 

aiSSY 



ReceiYecl at 

QB197 20 NT:: NEWYORK NY" NOV 26 1939 

PRES I DENT ROOSEVELT= 

VAN ALE N • ... •• QUKKUT. SUREST .... ....._ WAY "' -· MO•f<. 15 BY Tti.I:CIU.l'N 011 CABU: 



- THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

' ~1 I WASHINGTON 

~\\ ' 

'61'. 1> 

llno lo lA- Y• .U., ··==-·· ~. Rl>o4o W..,., 

., ._ 111'11. , •• Al••• 
no. P .... u.at ..,.. roronM to • 111e • ._ or tM •~• 

.. ,..,"., t or .,._ Y~n• ......... •• ~· I'Uir, - ron, •• 
• uu .. 1 u.tono alto. no. ,.o;wol """ .,_ OOUl- "' 
l 'oo ~1'1' -1'4 oo ...... 1 Pvta, l!lot•n•to !11-, l v!Ul-

... ·-·· tlbloll lloo '""""' ' " ' ............ ot uuoaw .. ... 
o lrtoaaoo n4 ron• o4e<l no ,.,... •• , preeon-lloa •• o uuoaal 
ll!otort o otto, proYlto4 \llo ooot of Mlllw ... oo oaa llo •• "' Nal.o­
oloa r- or o111er • liP...,lO\o -· 1 .,..,. op,_.. t'oo nw-­
uttoa or \lao "hlaoi'J' ...... , a.DO wboll> \IUo to l bo -•U7 ,.,..._ 
poft7 u YWto4 ta \lao Ua.lt .. ~to- tho utato will llo ro~lr 

dMlpitt .. u o aouoaol lltotorlo oUo wo.dor tho olltllol'l\J or tM 
.l.el ot o-.roaa • r•; ....... AII&Ul tl, le:wl (48 Stet, 661), 

You oo .... no\loao oa4 oor,..poo<louo lft\b t'oo l'roa14oa\ """ 
- la\u'Jft- • • an orr or 1-> ooanJ \llo propenJ to ' "" Uot lo4 
ti\e- .. o ... uoa, 1f tb1a 1a\4trpntauoo 11 ••~',..'• t - roo4J 
to .-lft o ...... ,...., ot IUl o t o \bel port or tl>o 00\alO llldoh 
l iM M'- &U .Uk&J l'oal Roa4 u 4 Uo Hll4oQG illftl' oo oooa u 
ploM , ,_ .. oc:utte Mlat=•- _. oporottoa •o" 'l>o ooQlolo4. •• 
n..SJ' ot tau ;ro'ol• to ..,. 1a p.o.,_., 

• 
\ .,.. tho ...... ,..... 1a a4o It oh0Cil4 h •oooapoalo4 l>J ~~~·-

ta olor, mhoH llf \1\lo , Tllon lo OMlMe<l o aopp o t \ bo Ooput­
M nl ot l wU" otftlllar &a- April 16, lt34, ror lllo ooaYoatoaoo 
ot ,.,..... at\o ... J 1a proporll\1 &llo -.U7 ooD .. JUM ...... t4owo 
ot ttUo, I\ lo pooot'olo "'"' 11o .., u n t\IJ'\ber ~-u- n&Ud­
IDI tl>• vaurer or Ut.IA, 1a wll!eb. .... 'oo •1 •-•••• dlroollt 
wttll ~· DIJ'ooto r or &II• llau cmot Pan s onloo or t blo Dopo.rwoot. 

1n o441Uoa t o no l'oal proP<'ft7, U lo u '\oroloo4 t bo t ,w 
dool r• t o 4oa• •• l bo porooaal proporiJ •~lob 11 o1t~ lo4 oa Ill• oo­
"'"• t o bo po~aODUJ proooJ"Iod lA ooaaooUoa •Ub U o M\101&61 
GlolOI'lo ottte, :;..., , "'"' or l ilt ;roport, w1ll ta t ho til'"" d6 to 
t b• t>&1<tW 1nto~MI of t he oUo, liaiQ' o~or !lto\Orlo prooor\loa hen 
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:r ... 

o.rreret ,.,, Uaa4ft& .. P ot •OIIPl• .. 4lapenal or \l>alr orl•laal 
t'llnlalll ... IUI4 IQ~l-•, •Ub Ula ftiiUlt \~let 1\ llu - -­••1'1 '" Me~a .. bl a or npzod\!Aa • • • o! •11• \Il l.,. pN'Iio..al¥ 
..-...... U tlll ba •-•11'1 tor JOU to -ute a bUl ot a ale 
toftru. Cl>e prope~J OlblOb JOII lllall to 4oaata, a a a ••rn4,.. ot 
)'O<IIr &it' •• \ ba t11l1\e4 s ...... ,n.. UU• \ o U.a penoul pro­
pen:r 11111 'lla •••pte4 •• \Ill ·- tLM u \loa tUl • to '" l'M..l 
~ropo~:r. 

U 1a lllope4 tb~<~ JOU 11111 llaft _, tUI4 l.ua\U. .. uataoUoA 
rroa JOUr .... ...,... glt\. 

8 •• "' I'll'S 

001 n. Pr .. 14aa\ 
~. R, 7, Laa (by Nl'S ) 
~. :.toau:r (by Ill'S) • 

,~..,c lhr~ld t: lcl<e.'> 
saer.tal'7 ot \ha Ia•• r1or. 
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THE WHrn: HOUSE 

WASMINGTOH 

Doc ember I,, 

!Al:l.!ORMlDIIM, F'OR Tllh PRESIDI:liTt 

'!'his information sul>lll.tte<l 

in complianco ITitb your roquest . 

J 
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UNITED STATES 

D EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 

lla!ORAllDIJl,l for General Watson, 
Tho 1Yhito Houser 

Deoombor 2, 1939. 

Followins your telephone oall late yeaterday afternoon I have 
ohookod tho present atatua of the V&Dderbilt 'Estato project . We 
sent a oopy of tho Soorotary•s letter to l.!re, Van Alen to the White 
Houao yeatord&y, in whiob be advisee her that he will accept convey­
ance of title at her oonvonienoo, aa soon ae plans for maintenance 
oo.n bo oompletod . 

lira . Van Alon•s attorneys have adrtaed tho Department that sho 
1a roady to convey title a a aoon as an ogreement can be roached on 
tho oxaot bo1Dtclar1oe or tho property to be convoyed , Preliminary 
vi""a of tho llationo.l Parle Sorvioo on bo1Jrldar1es have been fonoulatod 
and are about ready to be tran..Uttod by the Secretory to ""'• · '/an 
Alen • • attorneya. 

A aupploliiOilto.l eat1-te for maintenance and operation o£ tho 
Vanderbilt £otato ia in pr eparation for submission to the Bureau of 
the Budt;ot ae aoon aa tho boWldaries have been finally determined . 

E. K. BURLEH, 
Firat Assistant Secretary, 

• 

J 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHIN'OTON 

'.'lllrtfi Springs , Oa.., 
November 25 , 193!J , 

LiEEORA!:OUU FOR 

OE!:ERAl W A TSOll 

\'/ill you on.tl up c1 ther 

I ckeo or Burls11 on l.!onday morning 

and a.sr. r.hsn the transfer of the 

VA.\derb 11 t Eatr te s.t Hyde Park 

i r. t o be •11\de? 

F. D. R. 

Deee.-aber 4 , 1939 

The ti~l• boa to be cleared. ~. Burlew 
i s wr1t1n<! tor the i n!Ort!Uiti~n os to "hen 
this will bo dono. 

'· 

' 



~:u.t.clrcfl.& QJ:.annJ:~ 
~upnb'"""""' <&l}.,mlr•.-,e 

:f"":!: lrkuJ>"""""·/!$· ~-

Novemb er 

!he ol' t"J A1 1 Pr•t o' ~r.e "'"• i ted st., tat: 
·~., ·u. S •r I. ,_, t. 'h V't' _ • 

l f-139 

ELMER VAN WAONER 
Supttulaor 

TOWN Oft HYDQ PAR.IC 
HYDB PARK, N. Y. 

r hi~ 0 ~nl'' .1"';!-i l'. q, c. Sheal"E- ~orl-nv (Inti hP 1.:-t­
f .n: .P<S o tb.P 't. ';:.e ·r:l ;\da :.·=!. l t Estate t s ·oinl· to ,P 
(1\ o.,os .. o o~ "n Tutlec!n •r, ·•ove,nber 2'>t~ . 
I :l"'.V.J ........ 1 :tr-.! r.i t il se'.f-.; ;orl ""~eo?le ir:. our town t~nd '"i1 !ro 
L"'l :.lf: ro,tn•y an<l t .. ld: s Pcti .::Je:.: is tht=:_t it is e !i::e 
:.,1., ..... io;.· ~:lt ·overn· l.!nt to acc~~t '::te V;~nde:=!lt £e•. 
on 1:!-:e f.b~t t>ide of ~!le ,\lb-nv ?o£t :load, I Lt o::wr 
•or<le t.le a.:~nsi:>:lj but ~i:ey Rre e l<:o , .. ~hi' O'> lnlon 
t:U.t t~;cv should r.:>t t Q'<e-o;;er the eas-: side ( or t!le 
frar,.) nt t:'li r l":>ultl tie--•·., sever11l iPn<l rt>cl IICl'f'r of 
l •nc' in ou1· torn • nri in tile --lctni tv of ;;:te ,..illa I! 
ttrt l.n "::"'t' !~.otllt"P. -t)~.!lr\ ·eon u ·r~;lt clEt::l t ? 'lf: .,,.,. 

A c.··-" ..., __ P lt · .. '""!~<"""~ ... , e ··: ~~ ~ro;~r:~~ imf!' ~reef: to t:he 
Al ur n>' >?Pt :lond nnd t!JP E:& st P:-rlc - :;;•c'. e !'ar~ s~~ te 
Roue\ ,nn ~ • 7'J~.;lrl not ue C.i !'!'icul ~ ;;o .tet t; rL :~ t o!' 
v,f!\ to t htJ ner~ :;,, st P r ~ - ~~inebec·· St-Ft: ~e Rottri . 
Tl:~ lo~\n• o" the e nHre nro--.erties "onltl be P :" •" t 
h~;rliAO .>n :hP •nX'It':bl'~ '" ;>u.r town l narmucil e s h ~t 
'-'ePl.' ,,. "'OF- t "za;) ,000. o.) tJ.a .. ills .,TOI"''erty ntH. e:1"F 
v,.,r.~r A r t·ducttu.1 \lL t :ta 1r~.nder~1.lt ""t"O""~Art, -~-¥ .:-J.l~, 0 ~J~ . 
~- d ,.. .. l (J\I,.. t J 1) 1 ()0 t:,e .. e\· Yor·~ Ce:tt't'~t l '"'~ .t J,.. ;..lrt•· o"' 
1'6:l , O,)'•· 
: :1o.,,: t!lrt tf :::t.:l'e ·lr anvt~ir.:· in :~nu"' .... ovrex t~1n~ ,, a'l 
<" on •Ill C·J ~q·tl-.Cl' the ll.>ovu t hht Vv!l r• ill. lio it as l t 
wilt l' e s •r c· t hene-~'t t to our '.OI'!'l .... ~ coor.munltv . 
r::c nux-; ~i;.1o th.: t , ou (\:ra in Evde .P:-r·< I \' 111 ll1:':1% c 
ev.,rv ~~ 't•ot· t to o~ 1 :1 tol.loh Vii til :·r,u on ~:11 n ru1 't er, 
' •• ( n ]oO r Y,.J\•'lti :~''0 tt) &; "! l'~ \\i t:: "OU !',.,OUt \·r -:1 0\10 
1. '"'("f: t L ~r,. l., "\ ·r '/ t 11 ·r- '"'·')r 1~·1-1" n ft~ D.')Ft (),~ -1 ,.,.. • 

• :·... <' .J •• • 'T ~.~ 
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\Y }J J:" THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHIIIGTOH 

v 
OEPARTIIEMT Of THE IH T!MIO~ 

WASHINGTON 
CQPY FOR IHfO RMATIOM 

1:r:h, •. :f:~ .... -
~ wU~ 

• o. ~~. &eq., 
Olla, Ol.ari< .. •V?~ 0 

uo ...-,, 
I'•" Tot'< OU y, 

nEe 7 1939 

l Mft ,._,, .. ,...,. l ot te1' of ~••allot- to • .,.. ... lac 
!!.n• Tu JU•'• F ''"• otr•r t~ 4()M \e \0 t lle f M•nl IJe .. ,._ 
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Dear DaU,a-

1 ... ..r.ur ~ that 1 baA to cln ..., p1JIC b-. lad • .,, .... I hU tba\ aa aooo•t ot ~ ,.., .. oJ. .. ,loll 1 ooa14 •• "- oo tar • .., ,_ u.,..-... 
I • oo 81.a4 ... , \Ill IB~ ..,_.._, 

1o pl.alf ah ......... , --·will-" .. ,u .. tor '" Ia 1 liard to 1M Pd't f/1 ... pla• '"'' ot tM Pvot 8H.4. 

tho other 111atlt I "''kef with lb'. llblaft an4 414 not roal.lso Ula!Jo• _. oUll. at 11141 
Puk. I aokod tala to ' ,_flit,. •1 aU tala' 1t wo~d " a tplecf.U &taU. tt row onld o: t•"• a llU1o q:a41aau aD4 ool1 ott tho a--.ro ..,._ Ulo Pvot Iliad aDd tala Crook JkM4 tor~ balldl.alf. 

A.o row bolr, t:ho araa 111 wh1oh tho •Ulap ot 11141 Puk OaD npeD4 lo • ., Ualto&. !be Roeoro plaoo lo •11'1 ~on to U oo C. .. _.. aD4 ,._. p1aoo 011 tbe -a- aad t:ho poOpl.o 1n tobo •Ulap, 
plwo 1be otfloJ.alo ot tho Iowa, wowl.d, I "':Si I'Oaur .. 1- a441Uonal ••I'IIP ttn> baM dJ.ac. 

;?.sF 
~r, rdd~ 

I told lb'. lllaaro, bownor, u.a• I to1t 1\ ba4 bo7Zi a poaat abtako tor tho tai'Mro noor Ia•' Pan to ..U .rt '1111 bldlU. loto taol.alf a •"'-lP' roa4 - 1a ..., ..... Cllllr tlttr too• 1-. 11114 1110 h51i41'14 t••• 4oop, looo aaaa a qwartor ot 1111 &tn'l, It bao al'IM11 --.4 to .. , Wboi'O 1bero 11 .... u, pleatr ot 111114 aYaUalalo, no t..U, oho1114 bldl4 a houo oa looo tobaD oao &tn'l ot laD4, prot~ two &0!'11, 00 tibat tibo faallJ IUl baYO S1101i3b _. tor a ...U pl'don, fl'lllt ti'Ooo an4 oo• oh.1okoao. that hllpo to tood b r .. ur lD UMo ot m z•lOJMDt. 
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?Dill '••lt· ~· 

Sol'1'f .-o• to ... :ro• 11118 paaS a •• ••• 
11a 1 .U.l h •• .,_ Pull aboa' oeoe a -• r­
-on ur~SU the SprlftS. .'l,IParenU, tale plea 
wUb •• tnwrtop ~· le pUllll 011 ...U. 
aD4 la~ on J'O'O aa4 .... tllee.J!II an4 I eut Wit 
aW the prope;rtiJ eut ot tale N&t.. 

tba' old Ll.-111g!ltaa bible l8 ••• 
latereatt.ar:. Pe~ "· a. ~s..-el1; ... a ........ 
bNJ1Cih ot tbe t~. s.s.a.ur taae o1a 11o:r ha4 
noca aD4 noa1:a ot tlbS14 •· ~ 1 c1o an 
Sb1Dk .., -.le O.MIIDdaJJb ot b1e are 1a 
e:daWitee. 

MPa. J.-e La-• Tan u.s, 
•••• 2 •••• 
lhPOI''· . 
...,.le'eM. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'-

THE IIECRETAIU.' OJ' !HE Ill'i'EIIIOF 

What le the latest neve about 

the Vanderbilt Plaoe ot Hyde Parkt 

f . D. R. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 

i'l'f •!HIT:: HO~'S f. 

JJI.N 'I" 4 29(}0 PH ·~o 
RF.~EIVEn 

llfliOIWIDUII for Tba President: 

!lith regard to yau:r illquix7 aa to tho statue of tbe Vaod.erbUt 
Eetete at ltrd• Park, tho Bureau of the Budget advised ua a nok or 
two qo that you ba.d approTed an itea of $.1.7,000 for mainteDIIJloe and 
administration. In response to a recent inquiry fr0111 !Irs, Van Alen•s 
attorneys, we )w.ve advised tha.t i'wlds for IIIAintenanca and operation 
are expected to be available on J~ 1, 1940, and tha.t 11111intenance 
prior to tha.t time can be accOCilllodated onJ,y by transfer of needed funds 
fl-011 other operating projecte. Funds for the 8llpl0111ont of one cus­
todian could be made available to proteot the propert;y wbea t1 tlo 1e 
accepted until Juae JO, 1940. 

Tr&Dafer of titls amite t1n&l detenoination of boundaries and 
preparation of the abstract of tiUe. Final detel'llination of the 
boundaries cannot be made uatu we receive llrs . Van Alan' a IIUB&eations 
ragnrdi.ns that portion of tha estate wbich lies east ot tho Albaqy 
Post Road, uaual.ly referred to as the •farm•. lira, Van Alan bas dis­
cussed with~ the disposi tion or tbis portion. of the property, and 
she ha.s advised us that she rlohes to consider the ~~~attar further 
before reaching a decision. There are one or two minor reservations 
in 'the area west ot·. the Albaqy Post Road which llrs . Van Alan rlehes to 
aoaka. On Dec8Jiber 7 0 I advised her attorneys that I believed such 
reservations reasonshle but that I was withholding final decision 
until a plat ahorlng ths reserved ar.as hac! been subm.tted. 

With regard to the abstract or t1Ue, llrs . Van Alan's ettorneye 
informecl ua on December 15 that they are coaunicating rlth her •ll8-
gest1ng that she ha.ve the titls searched so sa to co11ply rlth th<l 
regulations of the Department. 

The clonor wisbea the estate to be considered as a Mmorisl to ber 
uacls1 the late Frederick Jt', Vanderbilt. On Deoelllber 7 , I advioed 
!Irs. Van .Alen•s attorneys tbat ths 110110r1al character of the gift may 
be shown b,. ths designated t1Ue ot the Mtional historic site or by 
en appropriate plaque, or both. In pur11U8Aee of tbat conception, it 



is believed thAt the eotat. ~ht be kn01m aa the VanderbUt llansioo 
llat.ional. W.atoric Site; tbat tbe desiBn&tion order illclude a paragraph 
statiDg thAt one of tba purposes of the ait. 1a the craatioo of a 
II:Bmorial to n-ederick 'II. VanderbUt; and that a suit.ble 118ll0l'ial 
plaque be placed• at an appropriate locatioo, perhaps at tbe gatehouse. 

#~~~ 
Secretary of the Intarior . 

2 
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U. S. to Get Estate 
Near Hyde Park, 

Roosevelt Says 
1 0 

HYDE PARK, N. Y.. Feb. 5 

I
. <U.P.>.-Presldent Roosevelt dls­
. closed tod&.y plans are nearing 
completion tor Government aeQul· 
altlon ol 250 acr~ of the old Fred· 
erick vanderbilt estate. HudSon 
Valley showplace for nearly ball 
&. century. Mr. ROosevelt said at e. press 
conference that Mts. James van 
Alen, a niece o! the late Mrs. 

I
Frede~lck W. vanderbUt. has made · 
arrangements to present the old 
home and abOut 250 acr~ to the 
Government tree of charge. 

I 
The land, lying west of the AI· 

bany Post Road not far from Mr. 
Roosevelt' own 1.200-acre estate, 
has been the subject of rumor 
for montha. Father Divine. Negro 
cult leader who aCQuired an old 
~tate at Ktum Elbow. opposite 
Mr. ROOSevelt's home across the 
Hudson, reportedly had been at.­
tempting to acquire the Vander· 
bill property. -- r. 



._,. e, 1860 • 

.. ·~ llope Uaat ~ appnpri.&Uoa 
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(l)ffir.t Dfllft/Uhr~ ®nttrltl 
~hnt,Jll.Ql. 

lb' clear !lr. President: 

'lhere 1a no appeal tro:n your judgment award­

ing Hnrold a drlnk on rna Md awuding me 11 drlnk on 

Jlllt"Old. '!be dooision is Solor.10n-like. I suspect 

the Judge expects to cut in on both ends mon the 

jud!)!llent is satisfied. 

Sincerely yours, 

Attorney oeneral 

'· The President 
1ho Wht te Hou.so 

l 

, 

' 

' 

• 
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··y dear :Jr . Presi<!ent : 

, 

' THE SECRETARY Of" T HE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

..? 
.... • '":l 

~. ~~ 
·"' ... . • 

!.:ay 14, 1940. 

Bob Jac~son had sent .-.e ll copy or his =morarv:llm or l'ay 10 

t.o you wit.h reference to t....,c Vanderbilt property, -so that I was 

already on the war pat h ·.-,llen your rnetnorand= of the 13t! reached 

me in which you su~r~ested thnt I YIOUl.d vmnt t o sp:mk sotoebo<.ly in 

nzy Departnent. Like the superlative lawyer t.qat he 1o, :lob CIUde 

out r.bat seemed to be an ait'-tight case for his departa.ent, if 

not for Justice . He convinced 1110 u coco;>letely as be had hi<t3elf, 

but 1 i'ind that there is sol:lll question as to ':1het.'ler tnis Depa~ 

rnent ia ~l.lty ~s char ged. 

l did t!lt>ke one mistake which was the result of a misundet'-

standincl, v:hcn I re!>Orted to you that the matter of the t.1 tle to 

the Vanderbilt ;: roperty was still pending in the Depaltllent of 

Justice . It i~ c fact, as :lob infotmed you, that his •opinion" 

y;ss sent l• re over i'orty dn.ys nco . The re<lSon l put t:-te •.ford 

"opinion" in quotation rnarks 1s bect.uee it rtas an opinion contain-

inc thic lnngua;~e : ''The nbctrnet :md acoo:•p:mying dlltlt discloses 

u.e tUlo to be vested in l!aruaret louise <en i.len. eubject to:" 

rnen !ollcrr;ed an enumeration or six items, sooe of t.helll very 

im;>ort.a..~t , tlmt Tooul.d have to be clea.red if "'e were to be sure that 

1 
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we were gettin{i a clear title. I will not em.une rate these but they 

are available for your information. 

Bob's letter concludes: '"::ben all of the above objections, 

except objectton numbered 4, and the above- noted requirements , have 

been met, etc . , etc., ~tc ." 

Xou are a lawyer and I believe that you no~V have enough before 

you to enable you to detennine whether, in view of this "opinion 

approvine the validity of title", as Bob expresses it in his memo­

l"andwn to you, you. woul d advise a client to accept title •.tith the 

comfortable s.ssw·u.~ce that there were no naws therein. 

You will still want an explanatton of the delay in tal<ing care 

o.C ~hese i'J.aws. I may say that •r:e have done our best in this Depart­

ment but :irs. Van Alen • s_ Jawyer has been 'Ve ry slow i n coir.J.n.S through. 

As to some matters, undoubtedly be is having bis own difficulties . 

For instance, one of the Attorney General's requiremnts TTSS that 

there sbootld be a showing t hat the inheritonce t;lX on the Vanderbilt 

estate has been paid. Alt~1oug!l the estate has deposited e consider­

able sum of money with the United States !or the puXJ)ose of settl ing 

this tex, the amount t ilA!reo.r has not been ascertained an:! i t ca:mot 

ba said that t!Je lien of the tex has been released in so far as it 

may s.ffect this pl'Operty . .~·e am doing our best to clenr up this 

oatter, 

Anoti1er difficul ty arises out o! the fact tllat Urs. Van Alen1s 

lawye r notified the Park Service that it would be necessar;t to cor"" 

plr.te a cooperative agreement coverlne the use of the present 'l'tlter 

, 

' 



system includine pumping f&eilities, standpipe, and reservoiz·, as 

a portion o! t.'tese facilities is located on the land intended to 

be conveyed to the United States while the balance is on the land 

intendE:d to be reserved by ~:rs. Van Alen . 

( 

But you am interested in results and not in technically legal 

details. l went personally to the 11111 yesterday and checked with 

Senator Adsms. The conferees at t.'lat tiJre ~.ad our appropriation 

bill under consideration. '!'his waa before 1 had had a report from 

Icy" 01/ll Dop>rtment on the status of the titl e , ani so in entire good 

faith, I assm:-ed Senator f.dams, on tJ1e st rength of Bob Jackson 1 s 

IJ'.emorandum to ;rou, that the title was all cleal' anrl had been accepted. 

~ou will recall that it 1<as i:n the Senate ·Lhat the e.ppropristion 

f or this propert;)' was thr01m out . Senator AdSJos assured u:e that 

this action 7/BS not taken by the .Senate on account oJ.' S."'IY !lsw in 

the t itle but because the august Senators, mainly, I believe, on 

the representations of Senator 1reen, ~Tere of the opinion that this 

yroperty di u not classil-y as an historic site . 

I told Senator Adams of your and rey intel'est in this matter, 

and I ur:;ed .bini to do what he could to restore W.e item originally 

allcr.:red by the House . r assunod him that the property woif.lcl be 

sol£-supportinv, at t.l-oe very least ond t.'tat this ..-.as rerely a 3111311 

su.tn ~cessary to !!12.ke it possible for u::~ to get s-oin; . I even sug­

gested that the swn Till are askine f or mi~t be deducted .fro1fi the 

; 1s0,000 that he put into the appropriation bill f or the San l uis 

Valley i'roject in which he is so much interest ed . I hope tmt he 

3 
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sot tho point and that the conferees· will adopt t.hi• item. 

I really had cone so far as to get out my OtUch- used kickine 

mchine1 but 1n view o.r: >hat our reco1-cls here disclose, I have put 

it away again - at least tentativel y . 

I repeat, that Bob Jackson is a fine lawyer; as a matter of 

fact I have never mn into n be t ter one . It takes a better than 

good law)Oir to speak ot an opinion as "approving the validity of 

ti tl.e" when there arc only six flaws 'Uta t haV& to be cured. 

AnyhO'I'/1 Bob ' s memorandum selVI!cl one good pupose. On the 

stre11gth of 1t 1 coul.d assure Senator Ad=s that the Govern..-,ent 

hod 11 title of c~:;·atal clearness. If i lUll ever bro<ljlh t to book 

for that ateteunt I will look to Bob to get ae rut of the jail 

into •hich he oo deftly shoved ~ttt. 

I tua returnil\; to you dob' s ceClOr &ndum. 

Tho l'rooident, 

'Fhe '.'lhite House. 

l!nclosuro. 

4 

Sincerely yours, 

. ~~.?-Y' ~ .... 
Secretary of the Intenor. 
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1{oy II 9 113 MI'~D 

lm!OIIANDUII TO '!HE I'RESIDWT 

Re 1 Va.Diierbll t property 

'lhe Secret&r7 of the D>terior bas referred to me your 
mEI!lCl"and\lll ot lla;y 3 regarding the Vanderbll t properl;y, r&­
Que3tl..n8 an elq>lanation of the dela;y in appro-ving title, r&­
cit:iq the principal evmt3 in the chain ot ti tJ.e a.DI1 express­
ing your opl.nion tbat the title should be approved, 

I 'ltaolly concur in your views, In fact, your numorand.llm 
aptly S\Dlllllal"izes IllY opinion approving the validity of title 
rendered to the Department of the Interior over 4P days AI!O· 
fue reCflaSt for this opinion was received from the Departmmt 
of the Interior in the Lands Divillion of this Department at 
11 a , m, on Uard:l 21.1 snd a final opinion approving title waa 
written on !larch 281 reaching the Department ot the Interior 
on !larch 29. 

'lbia 'ltaole incident illustrates perfect.ly the conf'uaion 
in ;the handJ.ins of title work due to divided jurisdiction, 
'tdlich I have long re~etted, Under the Historic 51 tee Act 
(49 Stat, 666) , the title to the Vanderbilt property must be 
•satisfactory to tho Secretary ot the D>tericr•, As a metter 
of law we had. no actual. jurisdiction 'tdlatever over this aatter, 
A letter from the Secretary of the D>terior requested IllY 
opinion becBUSo a l.ong and complicated chain of ti tJ.e ns 
involved, 'lho· moat d1ff1cul t cases are usually referred to 
us , We are glad indeed to handle th<lll 1 as we have a highly 
trained staff ftlllliliar with the laws of the respective States 1 but having no rosponeibllity we have no power to pursue the 
mat ter to conclusion , 

No doubt the Department of the I nterior has good reason 
for del"iY in this case, but in so far as title is concerned, 
there is no reason wlzy' the Va:nderbil t aequ1s1 tion could not 
have been concluded promptly after the rendition of our title 
opinion on !larch 29, for only minor matters reuined. to be 
cileeked, :sud:l aa taxea and the will of Frederick If, Vanderbilt, 
4s you ssq, •in the Q:)unty in Wlich the property is located 
titles such aa this are coneidered Grade A-1•, 



A coinatdance of detes in the cloeing of the Uyde Park 
Poet Office Sit e proves thia point. We received the Comp­
troll.er Ganaral •a check on March ~. and effected the cloeing 
on April 51 seven dqs later. Our pral.illlinary title opinion 
had be<!D written on !iaz'ch 181 but of course we had to await 
the issuance of the check before effectillg the closing. Here 
we llad complete jurisdiction of all processes and could mo.,. 
rapidly. 

For your information, in rendering title opinions we 
req> ire from 24 hours to 18.5 dqs 1 counting frou the hour 
and minute of the dq 'l!hon a request for an opinion 18 r.­
ceived in the Lands Divisi on of this Deportment to the time 
'llhen it is mailed out. nte average time for all. opinioiiB is 
ll dqs, 2 hours, and IJ) minutes. Since J\l].y 1, 1936 ...., have 
rendered 74,'199 title opinions, a ftekly average of Jl!l, and 
a daily average of 69. The principal f unctions of a11 title 
_,rlc for the majority of agencies are handle by this Depart­
ment 1 w1 til an increasing t endency on the pert of practically 
all. agencies other than the Depart>nent of Agricult ure and the 
Department of the Interior to turn over to my office all. legal 
functioiiB .in respect to title ltOl"k. 

I deem tbia an appropriate instance in 'llhich to call 
your attention to the needless expen4e1 delay, and overlapping 
of functions 'llillch exist 1n respect to title 110rk llhen carried 
on in acquiring agencies and not under my direction. 

Attachments 

2 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

!.lay a, 19~0. 

J.I&IORANDUll FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

I called the Secretary of 

the Interior to aek about the 

Vanderbilt title transfer to 

the Government and t he statue 

of the appropriation. He said 

t he Senate etruok out the appro­

priation. Burlew is goi ng to 

try to get in touoh with Jim 

Rowe to have someone put it baok 

on the floor. It will be befor a 

the Senate t oday. They have lost 

no time on trying t o olear the 

title but there are eome oom-

plioatione. 

C . C. T. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINQTON 

!Lay a, 1940. 

UEI!O!UliDUU FOR 

'l'lit PRESlDENT 

Ur, Burlew called to say 

tha t Senator Hayden had asked 

Senator ~ead to introduce the 

Mlandment on the floor . '!'hey 

ran into eome difficulties with 

Senator l.loKellar becaua.e the 

title has not yet been cleared 

but the Department of Justice 

i s working on it and they expect 

to have the title cleared before 

July when they get the appro­

priation. The bill will, they 

hope, be paesed this afternoon. 

0. G. T. 
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WASH INGTON (\):'" '"-

lia¥ 3, 1940. 

IIEIIORANOOII FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF 'I'J:E INTERIOR .( [# 

Thio buslneAs ebout title to the 
VanclerbUt place \a silly . I know all -<II} 

" ebOUt it. Plee5a esl< Department of Justice 
to let me know whet the •1188 is . 

Tbie pl.ece es an entlty bas descended 
rroa the granddaughter of tba original 
gr&nt.ee , about 1750, through he'rself and 
her buehend to Sa.auel Bard, their son, 
thence by deed to David Hosack, about 
1JJ.20, thence by deed to ll"dter LM&don, Sr., 
thence by will to Walter Langdon , Jr., 
thence, I t hink, ln 1898 by the Executors 
of the lettotr to frederick W. Vanderbilt. 
Mr. Vanderbilt owned it until his death, 
o. llttle over a year ago1. and bequeathed 
it to his wlte• s niece , llrs . Van Alen. >'I' I" I'~!'( 

I appreciate tbe care that has to 
be to ken wi t b old t itles - I bave bad 
many experiences wtth them - but 1n 
th 1s allSe 1 being aucb a well k.nown 
property, there =e and could be no 
undisclosed clnimant.s, and in the Count;{ 
in whloh the property ts l ocated titles 
moch ao this are considered Crade A-1. 

' 1:0 ;_ ~; •c. !/:r;. If thlo wera in ,ller\wet'ner County, 
>'Q .. r r.n '" ~ 

' Georgia, or tf tnere were eny question 
of surveys lnvolved, I ~ould use tho 
•1tmo"t care to check from tbe original / 
gra.ut.ee down -- or lt tbare were nny~ b -<-.v-.·t "~., ~-'~'' ( 
ahs in& link in the tttle , I should f-::- 1 

ex ore lse equal care . I am really i:t- '"' t!; : ,:, .; ,.If'.• ... 
curious te kno" wey tba Department or , _ /. . j 
Justice holds this up . - -~/~u 

/ 

F. D. R. //: 1.1<-
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Dear Dais:rl 

ll;rde Park, Mev York 
JUlT 2;5, 1940 

Ever 110 manT thanlte tor your note. I 
am made very happy that "H)'de Park • belongs now to 
the Nation and in memory or your Unole Fred. Did 
you see the excellent photograph& in the T1mee and 
'l'ribune supplements Bundayt 

Xra. Cooper who will have oharge, was an 
old neighbor or oure at Campobello - she was Gertrude 
Sturgis -- and eha will, I think, do very well in 
running the house tor the v1a~ting publio beoauee 
ehe hae taste and appreciates beautiful th1nga . 

Some day th1e aummer or autumn, you muet 
drive up to lunoh v1 th ue and we oan go up and eee 
the house and the plaoe under new management. 

Always s1noerely yours, 

Xrs. Jamea Laurens Van Alan, 
lialtehurat, 
Newport, 
Rhode leland. 

r • 

/ S F t',. 

l:i-/./ _/~.,v 

fdr/tmb 

• 
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I TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August J3, J.94<J J 
-

I n llCCordlonce with your memo:-;ull.iw;, of ;.UGu• t 
ninth, l t~s:Cvd ~r Vt111 1\agner oiliat he thou,;ht about 
trying to il&t Ale:< Knauss of Hyde P .... -lc e.llp1oyed on 
the VWlderbUt pace. 

Mr. y..., ~ugner said t.!lat M . Kntwss is a 
IWpubUcan "llo unuer W.l circUiiiStances alxays votes 
the atraie,bt !«<public..n ticket . He further advises me 
tlu.t al.J. of the present employees o! th<> Vanc.e~bilt 
place ..re out lllld out Rcpab.Ucans, with the soJ.e 
exception of Cecil II . HaJ.pln , 'IIllo is About to bo eo­
pJ.oy•d there 17J transfer - at your re.,uast. 

Ur. VGJl llagne:- se..,ed gre .. t ly aisturbea 
.. t tho protipoct of havlnll the place p..clced ~itb 
P.opublic~tt~a . lie saia be wisbe<l he coul<l have a 
litUe tiJDo 111 onica to ...;ce a r ec""""'ndatlon • 
Mr. Knauea, 'Jll"&viouu to t¥~'o Y t:lbrS t~go, "us o regular 
employee llt the Vanoerbi1t pl<Lce. 

1o . JJ. H. 

' v 
' ', 
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HB:MORANDUH FOR 
August 9, 1940. 

BIU.. HASSETT 

Will you ask Elmer Van Wagner wbat he 

thinks about trying to get Alex Knauss of Hyde 

Park employed on the Van.derbllt place? :Please 

return letter from Mrs. Cooper so I can send 

reply . 

F, D. R. 

.. 
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