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The three enclosures of Mr. Sheers
——
were returned to him along with the

Fresident's letter of Sept 30, 1939,

Copy attached
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September 30, 1839.

Dear Dalisyi~-

I used to oall you that an unconsoionable long
time ago and I hope I still may.

I have been thrilled to get a letter from Mr.
chears telling me that if you cannot find a satisfaotory
purchaser for your uncle's place, you would be willing
to give the estate to a worthy organization as a
memorial to him.

I enoloze a letter whiloh I have Just sent to
Mr, Shears which will explailn the situation,

I think it is atill possible that the State of
New York or the Taconlo SBtate Park Commission might be
persuaded to aococept this wonderful gift, but if they do
not, and you approve, I could see if the Historle
Monuments Division of the Interilor Department would
consider doing in this ocase what 1t 1s already doing
in the cage of several of the old Virginla eatates.

That idea of the Yale Forestry Schocl i1s merely
one whioch ooccurred to me because of your unole's deep
interest in Yale and because he mentioned the need of a
forest arboretum in the general neighborhood of New York.

A8 you know, I have always thought of the Hyde
Poark place with the greatest interest and affeotion
because with the exoception of cne or itwo old Van
Rensselear or Livingston places, it is the only country
place in the North which has been well kept by for
nearly two csnturies.

It would be a wonderful thling to have the
maintenance of 1t assured for all time.

I hope to get up to Hyde Park for Saturday and
Sunday, the seventh and eighth, If by any chance you are
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going to be there some weekend this Autumn, I hope much
that you will let me know. I myself hope ia be there
about every other weekend but, of course, I cannot plan
anything definitely during these aserioult days.

Always sinoerely,

Mres, Jamss Laurene Van Alen,
"Wakehurst, "

Newport,

Rhode Ialand.




Septeaber 30, 1930,

Dear Mr, Zhearsi=-

I am, of course, made very happy by Mrs.
Van Alen's suggeation of giv the estate to a worthy
organization as a memorial to Mr. Vanderbilt. I am not
much surprised by Commisaioner Osborne's reply, ss-
peclally because of the faot that the State of New York,
through the Taconic Btate Park Commission, has already
taken over the Lewis Thompson place and the Mills place
at Staatsburg. However, as places with excellent river
frontage are becoming acarcer with every passing year,
it might be peossible to interest the Taoonlo Btate Park
Commission, and I will write informally to them asking
what the poasiblility is. I was the flrst Chalrman of
that Commission myself,

I have another idea whioh 1ls worth oon=
sidering, I think, if Mrs. Van Alen would like to have
me pursue i1t. A few years ago the Congress set up in
the Interior Department, as & Division of the National
Park Bervice, a Historiloc Monuments Division., The
Seoretary of the Interior has tha right to acocept as
a gift historio monuments which should be preserved
for all time for the benefit of the public. Ths
Government has, I think, already obtained as gifts
several of the old Virginia eatates, and 1t is my
thought that the Vanderbllt place is, in every way,
suffiolently "historio® to bring it within the terms
of the Act,

I have one other thought whioch I think
Mr. Vanderbllt himself consldered a long time ago =--
twenty-five or thirty years -- because he mentioned it
to me at that time, It was that the Yale Forestiry
School, in which he had taken much interest, ocould very
properly develop a forestry demonstration area at some
point comparatively near to big centers of population
in the Eaat -- not for large scale forestry but rather
for the type of forestry that pertains to comparatively
small aoreages owned by people with sufficlent means
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to develop definite types of trees for landsoaping and
local wood uses. That type of forestry is what I am
developing on my own place, as you may know,

I am writing a note to Mrs. Van Alen and I
hope to be at home over the weekend of October seventh
and eighth. Meanwhile you might talk with her and with
Mr. Murphy. I will oall you up when I get to Hyde Park.

Very sinoerely yours,

H. 0. Bheare, Esg.,
Hyde Park,

Dutchess County,
New York.
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TEL. 28 HYDE PARK ON HUDSON, N. Y. September 71&, I‘&%E.
S

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President Of The United States

Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

I realize the load you are carrying, at the present
time, and will be brief.

You remember you saw me on the day that Father Divine
telegraphed you relative to the purchase of the Estate of the
late Frederick W. Vanderbilt.

Since then I have talked with srs. Van hlen, and her
attorney, Mr. William G. Murphy of 0lin, Clark & Murphy, IZ20
Broudway, New York City, and they state that,unless she can
find a satisfactory purcnaser, she would be willing to give
the Estate to a worthy organization as a memorial to ner
uncle, Mr. Vanderbilt.

I suggested that she give it to thne Conservation
Commission of the State of New York, and her attorney, Wlr. Murphy,
wrote to Mr. Osborne and I enclose with this a copy of Mr. Murphy's
letter and Mr. Osborne's reply, and also a letter just received

from Mr. Murphy. WLill you please have one of your secretaries
__-_'_'ﬁ_

return these letters to me?

When you have time to think of things, outside of
Mutional affairs, I would be plessed to know your reaction to
tuese letters, and any suggestions would be appreciated.

With kind personal regards, I am

Very truly yours,

NSl cns,




TELEGRAM

The White House /‘L’A f ‘

11WUC 48 D,.L. 2:2lpm

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y., September 30, 1939,
THE PRESIDENT,

I think you would like to know promptly that Mrs. Van Alen has

offered the Vanderbilt place to the State for a park and that the
Park Commlssion must make a prompt decision whether to accept or

to decline., On account of the upkeep, the Commissicn 1s in doubt,

GERALD MORGAN,
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¢+ "But officer, Mether always told me. . . If any-
* * body whistles, don't pay any attention 16 them”

| OUR BEING FRIENDS

By Violet Allayn Storey

Our belng friends—
It la & way of knowing Gad!—
White lilles rise sbove black sod,
The vast aky bendas
Protectingly
Above the litle sarth;
| And thers are death and birth;
Cool moa ht on the sea,
Stara flicks through dark trees
On windy nights,
| Garanlums on window allls,
And cottage lighis, ..
High mountainas, gentle hills,
All thess ¥
3 And more things, too,
{ Thal téach Him nlght and day, °
| But you— d
Futiilgiln. friends—
ln guite the desrest way
Of knowlng God!
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

L WASHINGTOHN
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My dear Mr. Prasident:

This memorandum relatee to the Hyde Park estate owned
bty Mre. Van Alen, concerning which you telephoned to me
the other day.

Sincerely youre,

MZ'%

Secretary of the Interior.

Tha Presideant,
The Wnite House.

Enclosure,




FILE COPY
Surname:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [
NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE e
WASHINGTON o i
ADCREES ONLY
TItk DIRECTON, MATIONAL PARK SERVICE Naroras i*, 1939.

Hemorandum for the Secretary:

I hzve had 2 long distance telephone repert from Poughkeensie =
from Dr. Ronulds of owr Branch of Historic Sites and Acting Chicrl Forester
L. T. Coclk, follewiny their day and & half wisit to and inspection of the
Hyde Park Estate owned by irs. Van ;-.l}l.’en.

Ir. Shears, the manager of the estate for the past 35 years, treat-
ed them with every courtesy and has shown them everything. Ir. Cook re-
ports that the erboretun is fine but not of any special Eifmificance, there
seing meny in the comntry better than thie colleciion of trees. However,
it contzing some remarkably fine exotics, probebly over 100 years of age.

Dr. Ronulds states thut ¥Mra, Van Allen hus definitely decidad that
Father Devine will not be sble to obbain the estate nd is slso refusing
an offer irom the Creek Orthodox Church, Dr. Ronelds saye thet the house
and furnishings are very fine indeed and that he belisves the estate
would be an example of & social and econcmie phese of our natlional de—
velopment that would bs of distinct national interest. e belicves in
the future, say 100 yesrs or so from now, this estats wouls be rg in
teresting to the people of that day as perhaps Willismsbwrg snd the Co-
lonial Hationul Historicel Park sre to us of thic GOy e

Ir. Ronalds and Hr. Gook will be in the office tomorrow morning

with a more detailed report.

Aetimy Associcte Director.

COPY FOR THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR
. WASHINGTOMN

October 8, 1939.

Uy dear My. President:

Here ie & further report that hes just come from the
Park Service on the Hyde Park estate. I will have this
metter referred to the Advlsory Board on Hisztorle Sites
at its next meeting, which will be November 14 to 16.

Sinecerely yours,

Aol TSt

Secretary of the Interlor.

The President,
The White Housa, .




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADOMESS CHLY
THE DIRTCTOR. RATIORAL PARK STAVICT

October 5, 1939,

Memorandum for Colemel White:

In accordance with your instructions, on October 3 and 4,
the undersigned visited Hyde Park, New York, for the purpose
of inspecting the estats of the late Frederick W, Vanderbilt
We first stopped at the city nbrmmm%:
Lo familiarlze curselves with the newspaper files on the sub=
Ject and with the history of the property. ‘

The Vanderbilt estate is, in part, the 1705 Hyde Park
grant of the Governor of New York, Edward Hyde, Viscount Corn-
bury, grandson of the First Earl of Clarendon, to his private
secretary, Peter Fauwconier. TFausonier's granddeughter, Susanna
Valleau, married Dr. John Bard (1716-1799), friend of Benjamin
"renklin, and first Health Officer of the Port of WMew York,
whose writings and speeches resulted in the establishment of
the firet quarantine station at Bedloe's Island, The property
was inherited by his son, Dr. Samel Bard (1742-1821), founder
of the New York Hospital and private physician to President
Winshington, Dre Samuel Bard is buried in St. James churchyard.
Dr. Samuel Bard's son William was forced in 1827 to sell the
estate to Dr, David Hosack (d« 1635), botanist and agriculturist,
who was Alexander Hemilton's physician, Dr. Hosack employed the
Belgian, Andre' Parmentier, one of the first landsoape pardeners
in America, to beautify the grownds. In 1895, Mr. Frederick W.
Vanderbilt (d. 1958), purchased the estate from the heirs of
Walter lLangdon, 2nd; and built the present mansion in 1898,

The property under consideration lies immedistely north of
the vlllage of Hyde Park in Dutchess County, N, Y., end inoludes
approximtely 673 acress The estate is roughly 1 mile BquUATE
and is divided into elmost equal parts east and west by the Albany
Post Roads On the west edge is the Hudson River. The Hew York
Central R. R. mainline tracks cross the western edge of the
property but a short stretoh of river frontage is included in the
area. The section of the estate east of the Albany Fost Road is
devoted to farm erops, frult trees, and forest. It is rather
typical of' the usual Hudson Valley rural property. Some excellent
reforestation by planting white and Norway pine, spruce, and
other forest troes has been done in the area, Tho outstanding
portion of the estate lles west of the Post Romd and overlooks the
Hudson River.




The proparty is extremely well landscaped and manwy of the trees
are mapgnificent specimens of the species, Many of them are undoubtedly
the original plantings. The specles used arse largely native white
pines, mples, oeks, and hemlocks, but tnere are alsc a few fine
specimens of' ginkgo, catalpa, locust, European beech, and others.

Bome more recent plenting of native trees snd cultivated warieties has
been done to fill in the landscaping of the propertys The trees om

the area are in an excellent state of preservation and large sums have
been spent on tree profestion work. There is also a formal rose garden,
greemhouses, and a flower parden on the property. The latter has not
been kept up during the past year. A very spacious lawn extends across
the front of the maln bullding and several large expenses of meadow
have been annually cut for hay.

The ares is not an ocutstanding example of an arboretwn, since most
of the trees are native or rether common exctics,. However, the troes
are excellent specimens of their kind, and the area does exhibit the
great importance of the proper use of treoos in enhancing the beauby and
value of an estate,

lre Herbert C, Shears, for thirty-nine years Superintendent for
e, YVanderbilt, informed us that the present owner, lrs, Margaret Louise
Van Alen, of Walehurst, Newport, R. I., niece of the late lir, Vanderbilt,
had recently rofused an offer for the property, enma is willing to denate

grounds, buildings, and furnishings to the Federal Covernment.

Although no great event of national moment coocurred at Hyde Park
this esiate is indicative of a phase of American social history which
might well be preserved. The house and grounds represent a way of life,
& style, end even a habit of thought which belongs to our past as much
as does Colenial Willimmsburg. It eppears to us that posterity would
thank the Government for preserwving such = site, rather than necessitating
the future restoration of some example or other of the period. It is
needless to peint out thnt howover well doms, a rostoration is not the
same thing as the oripginal,

The manslon contains many really lovely objects and regardless of
any personal feelings The taste of the whole is that of the period. The
house, ecarrisge=house, boat-house, pavilion, and grounds, all in excellent
condition, 2ould not fail to be of great interest to the present day
visitor. A fee, collected at the Gate House, could easily be charced.
How far the proceeds would go toward taking care of the cost of maintenance
it is impossible to say. No doubd tho cost woula be considerable as it
would require at least o men to maintain the prounds.




Attached is a newspaper erticle concerning ¥r, Vanderbiltts will
together with a broohure by Proviews, Inc., which pive some ides of

the Vanderbilt cstate.
{;ZLiﬂéﬂf;ﬂFJ :JELTTEi;‘vuJLJaiinf

Acting Supervisor of Historic Sites.

Acting Chief of Forestrys

Enclosure 170BS39




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

10-17-39

MEMO. FOH MR. KANNER:
For your informution:

At the President's dlreetion
I 'pnoned Ickes, giving the message to
Burlew, as follows:

"Pell Becretury Iekes that the
President expects to be in Hyde Purk
on Laturday morning and wouiu ne, Ickes
edre to have Mr. Honalds and the Supervisor
of Historic sites come up to the Presi-
dent's place ut 10:30 a. m., and go up
to the Vanderbilt pluce with the President.
If so, will they let Mr. Sheuzrs know.
(Mr. Shears referred to is H. C. Shears,
Hyde Park). Also ask Mr. Ickes if ne wants
to have Mr. Cook come ulong, He is acting
Chief Forester.®

(The President kept the papers on this for
nis Hyde Park file. It hus to do with the
Vinderbilt estute).

HMK: LATER: Burlew Vpnoned. Said Mr. .
Aonslds and Mr. Cook would cose to Hyue Park
and they were toduy gettlonz 1ln touch with

H. C. Snears.

HB
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

relate /6~ {-5?

10/18/39

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HAS3SETT

An appointment has been arranged
at Hyde Park on Saturday at ten-thirty
in the morning for Mr. Francis 3. Ronnlds,
Chief of the listorio S8ites Divialon and
Mr. Lawrenoe F. Cook, Aoting Chief Forester,
(hoth of Natlonal Parlia) together with
Mr., I, C. Shears of Hyde Park (representing
Mre. J. I« Van Alen, who owns the Vanderbilt
egtate) to neet the Presldent and accompany
him to the Vanderbilt estate.

Mro. Doley Van Alen wlll meet the
Presldent on the Vanderblilt estate grounds
and will be present during the inaspeotion,

e Presldent has invited Mra. Van
Alen for luncheon at his home and she lias
wired her acceptanoe.

K.




REMIND THE PRESIDENT OF THIS
ON FRIDAY BEFORE HE LEAVES FOR
HIDE PARK.

25YUDLS The White House
Newport R I 153pm Oct 17 1939
The President
The White House
Delighteé to luncheon with you Baturday many thanks will be

at my place before luncheon,

Daley Van Alen

£04pm +d




STANDAERD FORM Nao. 144 "

poiee row The White Honse
MLARCH 10, 1926 c
Hﬂnhinﬁiu‘n

TELEGRAM

Oetober 17 1939
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

aEe (Lo 111
Urs. Jo L. Van Alen,
"Wekenursth,
Newport, Rhode Island.
Expect to be Hyde Parx Scturcuy. Hope much you
will lunena with us that duy. If you cun be there I will
drive up to your Jluce with & Nutionul Purk Servies uman

betfore luncheon.

FRANKLIN D. RUOSEVELT.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

10-17-39 :
MZ{ORANDUM FOR MISS LEHAND:

Tne attuched telegrum for your
informetion. Will you also make a note
and tell the President, thut Secretury
Igkes office advises that Mr. Honeulds
and Mr. Coock will also be at Hyue Park
at 10:30 A. M. Saturdey to go on up with
him to the Vanderbilt place. They ure
notifying Mr. Sheurs today.

Roberta




liovenuber 1, 1939.

Doar Daisyi

I nood not toll you how very hapny I was
0 @#ce You sgain the other day end to knuv of your
plens. I vant you 0 roslicze hov fmpony I nm in she
sboudht thnt 1 will beeans 2 pormenont womorinl to
your Unele Frod — anu furithomsors, shet it will be
enjoyed end aporeclated by oo meny neonlo through
all the yosrs %o oxe.

I Tasl vary eortain thst he would hsvo
=Avon Mae entiro ancroval to 1t.

Bz sure to leb me know 4f thers i3 enye-
thin: furthar I con do and I lope mueh that in the
rroeuas of heving the sovermuent work out tho Ereise
for exd tale it over for mublic onjoyment, you will
Toel free to orll on e st any tine in ence eny
problems srion.

Alea, T hope meoh thet you +All be back at
Ityde Pork some wenkend vhen I sm there and $hat wou
yill eszn 0 luncheon Ath us wunin.

I brd mn mwfully nics note from your Jimty.

I Li%ed hi Lot

Alvmys pineoraly,

Lrg. §o Lbourens Vao Alan,
Yacelurat,
Mewnors, 'tode Island. FDR/d}

Copy of Mrs. Van Alen's letter to Pres. end copy of this reply
to Mrs. Van Allen sent to Secy. Ickes, by dirsction of the Pres.
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Hovenbar 1 s 1939

Dear Jirmy:

Thents for that niee note of yours. I hove
vory tmich th=t the plan for the porospent care
of your Uncle Fred's plaen will go through and I nead
not toll you that =8 a very old frisad of your nother
I sm delightod to be of any possihie help.

I nead not tell you that if your mothor oF
you could live et liydo Park, &% soldd make me very
boppy but I know the difficulty thees daya of Ssaring
things up by the roots nnd alsc tho difficulsy of try-
ing to live in a munbor of differant leces.

If tho plan goea through, I shell count on
baving your advies in corking out the permsanent plan -
and of seelnz you nt Hyde Part at that tine.

Alwnys sincarely,

Jo lie Vo Alon, Esq.,
Dal Ash,
Roalyn, How York. FDR/a}§




J. H. Van Adlen =
Dal Ash e
Roslyn, N. Y.
- - S /VV\.J@:E




Hovember 14, 1939,

Earlier letters with Mrs. Van Alen and Mr, Shears
given to the President by G.5.T. on Oct 17, 1939,
The Preaident is holding these,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Park, N. Y.
November 17, 1539.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R,




= o
=l

Hyde Park, N. Y.
November 17, 1939,

Dear Dalsyi-

The snclosed has t come to me from
The Secretary of the Intni:;udluurrhm
that the Adwvisory Board on National Parks,
Historioc Sites, Buildings, and Momments has
approved the designation of your umocle's place

as "representative and illuatrative of ita

period, of national signifioance in the escomomioe,
sociologioal, and oultural history of the country".

In order to bolater up the last para-
graph about meeting the cost of maintenanoce out
of admission fess, I am writing to The Secre
of the Interior to express my personal belief
that the place will be of such real interest to
the publio that the small admission fees to be
charged will pay for its maintenance. Thie is
especially true bscause of its loecation on one

of the most largely traveled highways in the
country.

May I suggest that you send the enclossd
copy to your lawyers to take the necessary stepa?

I am home for two days and hope to come
back here again for Sunday, the third, and Monday,
thn!mﬁdhnﬂtr.umhﬁmﬂhh

tuHrleukntthntHu,IhopcInhullnrm

Always sinoerelyj

Mra. James L. Van Alem,
Wakehurst,

'-‘I]I-D“.

HAhode Island.

(Enolosure)
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MEMOEANDUM TOR THE FILES:
e
Copy of letter from Daisy Van Alen, Wakehurst, Newport, R, I., «72E
10/22/39 to the President, in regard to her place end to keeping
it &= "a memorial to Unele Fred and & national monument®, snd
copy of President's reply of 11/1/39 to Mrs. J. Lawrens Van Alen s

{Deisy), atteched to which is & note "To Secy. Tckes: by direction .:5’,"
of the President", snd the President's notation "What is status?
F.D.R."., sent to Secretery Ickes, 11/1/39.

<k

nm




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 9, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SBECRETARY UF THE INTERIOR

What oan I tell Mre.
Van Alen? I hope to goodness
1t will go through all right.

F. D. R.

Letter from Daisy Ven Alen, hakennrst,

n

-

™

Meinort, H,

ey 45/3/3% %0 the Prasldent.

mniiing for Prasi dent o letter 1n ortture
efarence to petter wbont shich shs Eeats
Pre = Vi Fic T I U T 1

Tite  Of HET "ince and

o ¥onndpne W oy memorinl to Mhele Tred axl o

F1 gl . SHut Lanm

ratident arvized.




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR < X

J WASHINGTON o o
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The President,
The White House.
Ey dear Mr. President:

I have recelved your memorandum, with enclosures, reguesting the
status of the proposal to designste the Vanderbilt Estate at Hyde Park |
as & natioonl historic sive.

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historie Sites, Buildings,
and Monuments recently has been in session, and during that meeting,
after considering the gquestion of the designation of the Vanderbilt
Estate, it adepted the following resoclution: ¥

VWhereas by Aot of Congress it has been declared a na-
tional policy to preserve for publie use historie sites,
bulldings, and ocbjeots of naticnal sipgnificance,

Whereas the estate at Hyde Park in New Yerk, formerly
the property of Frederiock W. Venderbilt, has been offered
a5 a gif't to the United States, to be adminiatered by the
Kationanl Fark Servica,

The Advisory Board on Hetiomal Perka, Historioc Sites,
Buildings, #nd Monuments does hereby reasclve that the afore-
mentioned estate, ms representative and illustrative of its
period, is of national slignificance in the economic, sooio-
logioal, and cultural history of thia country, and

That the Beard duly cognizant of the budgetary problems
of ths Bervice recommends the acoeptance of the glft, pro-
vided there is B reasonable prospoct that the cost of main-
tenance can be met by admission fees or other appropriate
MOANE »

If Mrs. Van Alen makes a formal offer of the property to this
Department, the above resolution makes possible the acesptance of the
estate and it ecould then be proclaimed a antional historic site under
authority of the Historic Sites Aot of August 21, 1935 (459 Stat. 686).

Sincerely yours,

_‘é?“$:=;~1i:Je=

Sooretary of the Interior.
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Wakehurst
Newport
R.I.

Dear Franklin:
Perhaps you have heard thet the State has refused Hyde Park.
Tt is a disappointment but &1l the same I want to thank you for all
the trouble you have taken in the matter, I shall never forget your
kindness.
Ever sincerely,

(Signed) pDaisy Van Alen

Nov. 26, 1939
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Wakehurat
Newport
R.I.

Nov. 26th

Dear Franklin:

fhen I wrote you this morning I did not grasp the fact
that it was the State and not the Federal Government that had re—
fused Hyde Perk, so there is still hope. It seems that several
menths ago & letter was written to the Stete and my lawyer only
received an angwer yesterday. I must confess T am feeling happier.

So sorry to have bothered you by the letter sent early
this morning.

| Ever sincerely,

(Signed) Daisy Van Alen
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

T SOWIRNMENT FRERTiRE Srice (2574

Hovember 28, 1838,

MRS, JANES ROOSEVELT
47 EAST 65TH STREET
NEY YORK CITY, W, Y.

NO YOU ARE HAVING THP ALDRICHS8 FOR LUNCH TO PRESENT THE

MEDAL

N1ssY
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THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 1S BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

VAN ALEN:




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ’ :5;._
, 4 WASHINGTON o

irs, 4. Laoress Vea AJ-H..
Takshurel,
Newportd, ‘hode Island,

Uy dear Mrs, Van \leni

The Presideat hce referred to me the matier of the proposed
osstablisheent of the Vanderbilt Estate st Hyde Park, New York, ma
a nationszl historie aite. The propesel bus bean considered by
the Advisory Beard oa Netioncl Parks, Hlstorie Sites, Bulldings
and Momuments, whieh hes declared the estate to be of matiomul aig-
nifisanes and recommsnde’ {48 permnnent pressrvation as & neblonal
bistorie site, provided the cost of maintepanes san be mel by adals-
elon fess or other arpropriate means., 1 bave approved fhs regommen-
dation of the sdvisory Board, end whan title to the nessesary pro=-
perdy 1o vested in the United “tates the satate will be formally
dealgnated ns = patlonzl historie sits under the suthorisy of the
set of Comgress arprowved August Rl, 19385 (49 Stat, 664).

Your sonversations end gorreapondence with the Presldent have
been interpreted sa an offer %o convey the property to the United
ttates ¢f = donatlon, If this intarpretation lz correct, 1 am resdy
to reselve & comveyanse of %ivle %o tha% part of the estate whieh
lisa betwesn the .lbany Fost Hoad and the Hudeon Alver ws scon as
plena for sdequste ssintencnoe snd eperation can be completed.
nuﬂr of tais problem is mow in nmmn.

ihem the sonveyanee is made it ihwla bo acoompanled by satie-
hutnrx evidenoe of title, Thers ls enclomed & ocopy of the D.pl.:l."l-
mant of Justles cliroular dated April 15, 1934, for she convenlence
of your attorney in prepering the muur:r oonveysoce and evidence
of title, It is poasible thet be meay heve further questions regerd-
ing she transfer of title, in which cuse be mey communicate direetly
with the Direetor of the Natlonel Park Usrvies of this Deparizmant,

In sddition %o the real property, 1t ls unierstood that you
Asalre to doma%e the persopal property whieh is altusted on the ca-
tete, to be permanently procerved Lo sonnsgtion with the oatlonnl
nistorie site, uct use of the proparty will im the Tuture =44 to
the unlqus interest of the elte, seny other hintorie propertles have




MY2HINE LoW
1HE 2ECHELVH A Gk 1HE 1u1 EMIOK

suffersd the disadvantage of complete dlsperssl of thelr orliginel
furnishings sod ecuipment, with the result that 1t has been nee-
sssary %o resssemble or reproduge some of %he things previously
removed., It #1ll be neeessary for you to semesute s bill of sale
sovering ths property which you wish to donate, an a semorsndum of

your gif$ to toe United States, The title %o the persomal pro-
party will be seeepted at the same tims as the title %o the real

propariy.
1t is boped thet you will have great and lusting satlefaction

from your generous gift.
Simoerely yours,

T |
Harnld L, Ickas

Segretary of the Interior.

“melosure P111813

B eo by NPFS

got The Presidemt
Ur, %, Fo. Lon {br ﬁFS}
ir, doskey (by NP3)




THE WHITE House ' .

WASHINGTON K ;ll /
Dacember 4, 1939. "..J :,;
[l

HEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDERT:

This information submitted

in compliznce with your request.

S

E.M..
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OFFICE OF
FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 2, 1939.

MEMORANDUM for General Watson,
The White House:

Follewing your telaphone call late yosterday afterncen I have
checked the present status of the Vanderbilt Estate project. We
sent a copy of the Secretary's letter to Mrs. Van Alen to the White
House yesterday, in which he advises her that he will eccept sonvey-
ance of title at her convenience, as soon as plans for maintenance
can be completed,

Mrs. Van Alen's attorneys have advised the Department that she
is ready to convey title as scon as an agreement can be reached on
the exact boundaries of the property to be conveyed, Freliminary
views of the National Park Service on boundaries have been formulated
and are about ready to be transmitted by the Seeretary to lrs. Vun
Alen's attorneys.

A supplemental estimate for maintenance and operation of the
Vanderbilt Estate is in preparation for submission to the Hurseau of
the Budget as soon as the boundaries have been finally determined.

E. K. BURLEW,
First Assistant Secretary.

b




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Warm Springs, Ga.,
November 25, 1853,
VELORANDUN FCR

GELERAL WaTSCU

i1l vou eall up either
Ickes or Burlew on londay morning
snd asx wien the transfer of the
Vanderbilt Estote at Hyde Park

is to be nmade?

December 4, 1939
RFTURNED TO THE PRESIDENT.
The title has to be cleared. Mr. Burlew

is writing for the informetion as 1o when
this will be done.
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ﬁ@%ll Fupervisore’ Thambers
X Fovghberpniof: X, ELMER VAN WAGNER

Superwisor
TOWMN OF HYDE PARK

November £2, 1839 Hyos PARK, N. Y.

The Presifent of zhe "mited Stater

Warm Sl g H Pl R

TepYy Ly, Prepident !
[ hed & ialk with 1. H. O, Sheare tlodav pnd he in-
Tormed me thet the ".ilr*__l+ Egtate is soine to he

J dignogea of on T.JI:E'I."“". 'ovember 25th.
I hegva tolhsd wish saveral =eonle in our Lown ar
! ) L01ﬁ-j and the sﬁhtimen: iethat it 18 &
for the sovernment to mocent %the Vinderbil
west elde of the Albeny Poet Road, ! in uh”ﬁr
the mansion) but they are gleo of the oqainlon
they should not take-over the esst eide [ or the
ag thig would tie-1'n seversl hnndred acres of
in our town and in the vielnitv of the wvillave
in ke future would mean 8 preat dezl to ur for
a i wo %he

nment o ""'t'-r;‘ g mhilp posarbe
¥y Posl *1 d and the ZEast Prrl = Yy tate
Aoad and Lt tuﬂln et be difficult to fet g risht of

wav Lo the new East Furl~ = Rhineveck® Sinte Hoad,

The losing of the entire nronertices wonld be B gFrect
burden on she taznevers of our town fnsemuch se lesit
vear we loet 5288 000, da wille nromerty snd thie

a reduction on the Gerbilt ~ronertv of 2117 °07,
and 5 redboction on the Tew York Ceantrpl =rusarty of

thiat LT there-ig anything in vour nower that vonu
ren Ao to furtlher the sbove that vou will do it ag it

will he g reet bBenefit To our fovwn end community,
Tae next tlsme thod vou size in Byde Perk I will make
every effort to «et In ,sach "lth vor on Shls matier,

G alen T woulda Ilve 4o Lnl' with vou shout various

rtlong in sy villsre for oupf ynew Port OFifioe.
d0. 8 ysd R T
*'""? 11 L] 2]
é:f/rﬂé?(/}m@m
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| N WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ! .
WASHINGTON NEC - 7 1939

capy FOR INFORMATIOR

s e

L] ﬂ- hmi MIp
Olin, Clarx & durshy,
120 Sroadway,
Hew York CLty.

Hy dsar lir. durphy:
I bave Togelved your latter of lovesher PO sonseralng

Mys, Yea Alea's goperuus offer to donate %o the lederel Jovern-
meny thoe llyds Park sstate of her unels, tue late Frederick i,
Vepderbvilt.

'he slight reservetions in dre. Van alen's willingasss to
dead tha full tresd appear to be resscnables. [ ballawve that the
residentisl portion of the estsbe lying between the :lueny Fosb
doad wsd the Hudson 'iiver would be suffieilent for historie site
purposes and thut the farm and wooded land oa she other slde of
the ‘oat Hoed, ms woll na the reserved aress tiut Mre, Vua .Jden
hes ia micd, sould be exeluded (rom toe proposed natiomsl uistorie
site, bDefors coming %¢ & finsl deeision, Dowever, I should like
%0 have a map or plot plea of she Vamderbilt eatate, scowing the
ezagt ares or srees whigh Yrs, Van .len proposes o domate, [his
map oould then be studlsd by the National Park Jerviee of this
Departssnt with e view te reecunecding sultebls bousdaries,

If 1t ahould be deeided that only toe resldenticl portion
of ths sstato batwesn the 'os% oad cnd the Hudson liver Lla nseded
for park purposes, | wonder whether irs, Yun ilen would be wllling
to permit the sale of $he remeiniag 450 serss, subjeed %o soenie
sasemsnts, in order to areste an enlownent for historieal ressaresh
relating to the ', ¥, Venderbllt memoriul,

‘he mansion as 1t is now furnishod would make o aplandid ex=
pibit 11lustrativn of one of tihe mest interesting pariods of imer=
igam sooinl snd ocecnomio :imtory. It ie therafore unseesssary [or
ira, 7am ilen to return the amail nusber of ertleles removed [rom
tie mazmion sines heor uncla's desth. .owever, LI she wishes to
dopmte any of these, they will be sdded %o the other museua plecee
= feh will be aleplayed in the mmanelon,
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desigmated title of the metiossl historic site or by wn appro-
sriate memorisl plague, or both of these deviess may be am-
ployed,

ineerely yours,
(Sgd.) HAROLD L. ICKES

serefsry of she Interior.




Dear Daisyi-
Iﬂlmmm‘illﬂlhllﬂr

I am 80 glad that
;- pugl:hun mhu::-tm-nu soom be settled
or you regard
mh.tm-

The other night I talked with Mr. Shears

and 4id not realize that

Park. Itﬂﬂhﬂhtﬂl[ﬂ#qﬁ@tmt

it would be a splendid thing if you oould ]
a little syndicate and gell off the aoreage between
th-hlthdmthnﬂﬂntnuﬂ.fwhmhﬂﬁu‘.

As you know, the area in whish the village
of Hyde Park oan expand is very limited. The Rogers
place 1s very olose to 1t on the south and your
plu-nthrm—udmpmhmﬁuvuhp.
plus the officials of the town, would, I think
really weloome additional aoreage for home bu:[dl.ng.

I told Mr. Shears, however, that I felt 1t
had been a great mistake for the farmers near East
Park to sell off tiny mu:f lots faoing a straighs
road =~ in many oases only f &y feet long and two
hundred feet deep, less than a quarter of an aocre.

It has always seemed to me, where there is really
plenty of land avallable, no family should bwild a
house on less than one aore of land, preferably

two aores, so that the family can have enough room

for a small garden, fruit trees and some chickens.
That helps to feed the family in times of wnemployment.




" Incldentally, you would get more out of it
mnuroun:'- to $ry to sell the whole

aoreage.

in cash

sowd on

th
: o

Always sinecesrely,

Mre. James Laurens Van Al
Wakehwrst,

Fhods Island.









Dear Dalsyi-

a
vith the Trierier Deperiuieh 14 getites o wett
wi U] " ge on
and later on you and NMr. Shears and I san talk
about the property sast of the road.

That old Livingeton bible is most
intersst . Peter V. B. Roosevelt was
branch of the family. Evidently the old boy had
floocks and flooks of children, though I 4o not
think any sale dsscendants of his are in
existence.

E

Always sincerely,

Mrs. James Leurens Yan Alen,
*Valshurst®,
Kewpors,

R




WakeHurst
NewponT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 2, 1940

MEHORANDUM FOR
THE BECRETARY OF THE INTERIOL

What 1s the latest news about
the Vanderbllt Place at Hyde Park?

F. D. R.










THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR \‘

WASHINGTON _
THE WHITE HousE

HN ¢ 425 py g

RECEIVED

MEMORANDUM for The President:

With regard to your inquiry as to the status of the Vanderbilt
Eatate at Hyde Park, the Bureau of the Budget advised us & week or
two ago that you had approved an item of §17,000 for maintensnce and
administration. In response te a recent inguiry from Mrs. Ven Alen's
attorneys, we heve advised that funds for maintenance and operation
are expected to be available on July 1, 1940, and thet maintenance
pricr to that time can be accommodated only by transfer of nseded funds
from other operating projecta. Funds for the employment of one cus-
todian could be made aveilsble to protect the property when title is
accepted until June 30, 1940.

Transfar of title awaits finsl determinstion of boundsries and
preparation of the abstract of title. Final determination of the
boundaries cannot be mads until we receive Mrs. Van Alan's suggestions
regarding that portlon of the estate which lies east of the Albany
Fost Roed, usually referred to as the "farm". WMrs. Van Alen has dis-
cussed withyou the disposition of this portion of the property, and
she has advised us that she wishes to consider the matter further
before reaching a decision. There are ome or two minor reservations
in the area weat of the Albany Post Road which Mrs. Ven Alen wishes to
make. On December 7, I advised her attorneys that I believed such
reservations ressonable but that I was withholding final decision
until a plat showing the reserved arans hed been submitted.

With regard to the abstract of title, Mrs. Van Alen's attorneys
informed us on December 15 that they are communicating with her sug-
gesting that she have the title searched so as to comply with the
regulations of the Department.

The donor wishes the estate to be considered as a memoriel to her
uncle, the late Frederick W, Vanderbilt. Om December 7, I advised
Mrs. Van Alen's attorneys that the memorial character of the gift may
be shown by the designated title of the nationsl historic site or by
an appropriate plaque, or both. In pursuance of that comception, it




is beliaved thet the estats might be kmown as the Vanderbilt Maneion
National Historic Site; that the designation order include & parsgraph
stating that one of the purposes of the site is the creation of a
memordal to Frederick W. Vanderbilt; and that & suitable memorial
plaqus be placed at an appropriate location, perhaps at the gatehouse.

L e—

Secretary of tha Interior.




w.. 1940,

Dear Dalasyi-

Thank you for your note. I
think the papers got the atory substantially
right and I am flooded with messages %o
say how delighted everyons ls.

I am looking forward to seeling
you on the river this Spring.

Always sincerely,

Mrs. James L. Van Alen,
The Savoy-Flaza,

New York City,

New York.
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U.S. to Get Estate
| Near Hyde Park,
Roosevelt Says

HYDE PAREK, N ¥, Feb. 9
iI{U.P.}.-—PrEsident Roosevelt dis-
closed today plans Are nearing
completion for Government acgul-
gition of 250 acres of the old Fred-
erick Vanderbllt estate, Hudson
valley showplace for nearly hall

g century.
Mr. Roosevelt said at B Press
conference that MIs. James Van
Alen, a nlece of the late MIs,
Frederick W. yvanderbilt, has made’
arrangements Lo present the old
home and about 250 acres to the
Government free of charge.
The land, lying west of the Al-
|bany Post Road not far from Mr.
|Runsevelt’ own 1.200-acre estate,
has been the subject of rumor
for months, Father Divine, Negro
cult leader who acquired an old
estate af EKrum Elbow, opposite
Mr. Roosevelt's home across the
‘Hudﬁcn. reportedly had been af-

tempting to acquire the Yander-
bilt property.




May 8, 1540,

Dear Certrudet-

We still hope that the appropriation
will go $hrough and that the title will be
oleared befores July first., I shall write %o
you again when I have something more definite.

I do hope you hed a good trip and
that I shall see you soon,

: Affectionatsly,

Mrs. Dexter Cooper,
158 East G8th Street,
Hew York City,

New York.
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(Dffice of the Attorney General | \*L e
Washington, B.0. ' :
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My dear Mr. President:

There is no appeal from your Judement award-
ing Harcld & drink on me and awarding me 2 drink on
Harold. The decision is Solomon=like. T suspect
the Judge expects to cut in on both ends when the

Judgment is satisfied.

Sincerely yours,

Attorney Qeneral

The ?fﬁsidant
The White House

Enclosure




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTEHIGIH -2,
WASHINGTON :

Vay 14, 1840,

Yy dear Ur. President:

Bob Jeckson had sent me a copy of his memorandum of May 10
to you with reference to the Vanderbilt property, 8o that I was
already on the war path when your memorandum of the 13th reached
me in which you suzcested that I would went to spank somebody in
my Depertment. Like the superlative lawyer that he 1s, Bob made
out what seemed to be an air-tight case for his department, if
not for Justice. He convinced me as completely &s he hed himself,
but I find that thers is some guestion as to whether this Depart-
ment is puilty zs charged.

I did meke one mistake which was the result of a misunder—
standing, when 1 reported to you that the matiter of the title to
the Vanderbilt property was still pending in the Depertment of
Justice. It dis & fact, as Hob informed you, that his Popinien®
wues sent here over forty days ago. Tie reason L put the word
"opinion'" in quotation merks is beceuse it was an opinion contain-
ing thig languaze: 9The abstract and accompanying date discloses
the title to be vested in MHarparet Loulse Van IMlen. subject toi"

fhen followed an enumeration of six items, some of them very

important, that would have to be cleared if we wers to be sure that




we were getting a clear title. I will not emumerate these but they
are available for your informatlon,

Beb's letter concludes: '"When all of the above cbjections,
except objection numbered 4, and the ghove-noted requirements, have
been met, etc., etce., gtec.!

fow are a lawyer and I believe that you now have enough before
you to enable you to determine whether, in wview of this "opinion
approving the validity of title", g5 Bob expresses it in his memo-
randun te wou, you would advise a client to accept title with the
comfortable assursnce that there were no flaws therein,

fou will still want an explanation of the delay in taking care
of these {laws. 1 may sey thet we have done our best in this Uepart-
ment but Hrs. Van Alen's lawyer has been wvery slow in coming through.
A5 to some matters, undoubtedly he is having his own difficulties.
For instance, one of the Attorney General's requirements was that
there should be &2 showing that the inheritance tax on the Vanderbilt
estate hag been paid. Although the estate has deposited 2 consider-
gble sum of money with the "nited Stetes for the purpose of settling
this tax, the amount tasreof has not been ascertained and it cannot
be sald thet the lien of the tex has been relessed in so far as it
may effect this property. .e are doing cur best to clear up this
matter.

Another diffienlty arises out of the fact that Hrs. Van Alen's
lewyer notified the Park Service that 1t would be neceszary to com—

nlete a cooperative asreement covering the use of the present water




system including pumping feeilities, standpipe, and reservoir, zs
a portion of these facilities is located on the land intended to
be conveyed to the United States while the balance is on the land
intended to be reserved by lirs, Van Alen.

But yeu are interested in results and not in technicelly lepal
details. I went persenally to the i1l yesterday and checked with
Senator Adams. The conferees at that time had our appropriation
bill under consideration. This was before I had had a mport from
my own Depertment on the status of the title, end so in entire zood
faith, I assured Zenztor /dsms, on the strength of Bob Jackson's
memorandum to you, that the title was all clear and had been sccepted.
Zou will recall that it was in the Senate that the appropriation
for this property was thrown out. Senator Adams essured we that
this action was not taken by the Senate on account of any flaw in
the title but because the aupust Sepaters, mainly, I believe, on
the representations of Senator Sreen, were of the opinion that this
sroperty did not classify as an ndstoriec site.

I told 3enator Adams of your and my interest in this matter,
and I urced him to do what he could to restore the item oripinally
allowed by the House. I assured him that the property would be
galf-supporting at the very lesst snd that this was merely 2 small
sum necessary to make it possible for us to get poing, I even sug-
gested that the sum we are asking for misht be deducted Irom the
150,000 that he put into the appropriation bill for the San Luis

Valley Froject in which he is so mich interested. I hope that he




got the point and that the conferees will adopt this item,

1 really had gone so far as to get out my mich-used ldeking
machine, but in view of vhat our records here disclose, I have put
it away again — at least tentatively.

I repeat, that Bob Jackson is a fine lawyer; as a matter of
fact 1 have never run into a better one. It takes a better than
good lawyer to speak of an opinion as "approving the validity of
title" when there are only six flaws that heve to be cured.

Anyhow, Bob's memorandum served one Eeod purpose. On the
strength of it I could assure Senator Adsms that the Government
had a title of crystal cleamess, If I =m ever brought to book
for that statement I will look to Bob to get me out of the jail
into which he so deftly shoved me.

I am returning to you BSob's memorendum,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,

The Thite “ouse,

Fnelosure.
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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT L /0
He: Vanderbilt property

The Secretary of the Interior has referred to me your
memorandum of May 3 regarding the Vanderbilt property, re-
questing an explanation of the delay in approving title, re-
citing the principal events in the ehain of title and ALDpre 55—
ing your opinion that the title should be approved,

I vholly concur in your views, In fact, your memorandum
aptly summarizes my opinion approving the validity of title
rendered to the Department of the Interior over
Ine request for this opinion was received from the Department
of the Interior in the Lands Division of this Department at
1l a, m, on March 21, and a findl opinion approving title was
written on March 28, reaching the Department of the Interior
on March 29,

This whole incident illustrates perfectly the confusion
in the handling of title work dus to divided Jurisdiction,
which I have long regretted. Under the Histaric Sites Act,
(49 Stat, 666), the title to the Vanderbilt property must be
"satisfactary to the Secretary of the Interior", As a matter
of law we had no actual jurisdiction whatever over this matter,
A letter from the Secretary of the Interior requested my
opinion because a long and complicated chain of title was
involved, The most difficult cases are usually referred to
us, We are glad indeed to handle them, as we have a highly
trained staff familiar with the laws of the respective States 3
but having no responsibility we have no power to pursus the
matter to conclusien,

HNo doubt the Department of the Interior has good reason
for delay in this case, but in so far as title is concerned,
there is no reason why the Vanderbilt aequisition could not
have been concluded promptly after the rendition of our title
opinion on March 29, for only minor matters remained to be
cnecked, such as taxes and the will of Frederick W, Vanderbilt,
As you say, "in the County in which the property is located
titles such as this are considered Grade A-1M,




A coincidence of dates in the closing of the Hyde Park
Post Office Site proves this point, We received the Comp-
troller General!s check on March 29, and effected the closing
on April 5, seven days later, (ur preliminary title opinion
had been written on March 18, but of course we had to aweit
the issuance of the checlk before effecting the closing, Here
we had complete jurisdiction of all processes and could move

rapidly.

For your information, in rendering title opinions we
reqiire from 24 hours to 18,5 days, counting from the hour
and minute of the day when a redusst for an opinion is re-
celved in the Lands Division of this Department to the time
when it is meiled cut, The average time for all opinions is
11 days, 2 hours, snd 40 mimutes, Since July 1, 1936 we have
rendered 74,799 title opinions, a weeikly average of 381, and
a daily average of 69, The principal functions of a1l title
wrk for the majority of agencies are handle by this Depart—
ment, with an increasing tendency on the part of practically
gll agencies other than the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of the Interier to turn over to my office all legal
functions in respect to title work,

I deem this an appropriaste lnstance in which to ecall
your attention to the nesdless expense, dalay, and overlapping

of functions which exdist in respect to title work when carried
on in acquiring sgencies and not under my direction,

Respectfully,

e '
J [;@w# ce -
At a¥ CGeneral, /

Attachments




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

May 2, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

I called the Becretary of
the Interior to ask about the
Vanderbilt title transfer to
the Government and the status
of the appropriation. He sald
the Senate struck out the mppro-
priation. Burlew ies golng to
try to get in touch with Jim
Rowe to have someone put 1t back
on the floor. It will be beicre
the Senate today. They have lost
no time on trying to clear the
title but there are some com-

plications,

G. G, T,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 2, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

Mr, Burlew called to say
that Benator Hayden had asked
Benator Mead to introduce the
Amendment on the floor, They
ran into some difficulties with
Senator MoKellar because the
title has not yet been cleared
but the Department of Justice
is working on it and they expect
to have the title cleared before
July when they get the appro-
priation., The bill will, they

hope, be passed this afternoon.
G. G, T,




24P Hes

I THE WHITE HOUSE \¥’,.-- :
WASHINGTON (i o

May 3, 1%40.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR g (-

This business sbout title to the
Vanderbilt place is ailly., T know all et
w About 1t. Please ask Department of Justice
to let me know what the snag is.

This place as an entity bas descended
from the granddaughter of the eriginal
grantes, about 1750, through herself and
her tmaband to Semuel Bard, thelr som,
thence by deed to David Hosack, about
1820, thence by deed to Welter Langdon, Sr.,
thence by will to Wolter Lengdon, Jr.,
thence, I think, in 1898 by the Executors
of tha latter to Prederick . « Vanderbilt.,
Mr. Vanderbllt owned it until his death, o
a little over & year ago, and baqueatﬂad
it to his wife's nlece, Mrs. Van Alen. ,,‘fy'élf{rf

I appreciate the care that has to
be taken with old titles — I have had
many experiences with them — tut in
this case, belng such 2 well known
property, there are and could be no
undisclosad claimants, end in the County
in which the property is located titles
such ag this are considered Grade A-1.

+;',¢,,¢’-.ff-= If tois were in Meriwether County,
Georgia, or if there were any gquestion
of surveys involved, T would use the
wtmost care to check from the original 7
grantee down -- or if there were any Cf/ﬁ PO Ly
nisaing link in the title, T should Al e i
exerclese eaqual care. I am really

ie L ERLLE plenta ™
curious to know why the Department of /L' :-; i
Justice holds thia up. A S
P

F. Da R Yy
/‘Iﬂ’r 7=




TIRE RECULRED FOR QLOSING ACOUISITIONS

Aggrcies Total acres purchasce Total consicersfion
i during Fiscal "'&»l’- for lunds purcheasd
Ayer cge rumbicr required Averoge r al e by 1, 1938, to dune arlng [iscal -
by sgency for curing ti8le cefects Ing from rencition of prelisis 30, 1359 July 1y 1958, b5 doem
end closing seoul=ltion, betucen nery Yitle solnlon fo Finel 32 1949
rencition of aralisinery title title uﬂunl by Attorney
opinion me linel HH: spproval Gereral
2
wer Dapartecnt Mo stotistics svellsble Iy T30 T8 V2,764, 127.68
Depertwent of Agriculfure S, 500,52 1,901, 739.09
l. Forest Sarvice ta stublstics svillable
7+ Sail Comsarvation Service Lhlab coya
3+« Trust Fumd 983 cays
4o PBursl Reha ilitofion Corvorction . 1671 duys
5« Adalrastrotive Sites 1565 doys
Deosr fment of Infarior . Bhs 211 By, 0%k.Ty
Lo Burosu of Blalogical Survey 1537 days
2o Office of [ndian Affeirs 107 cuys
5« W tionul Pork Service 17 s
—_———
ALl other wencias, including Federal b4 doys 1, Bloubd B b2, 150y
Warss Apencyy Civil Maronautica 3 pwecels

Author iy, Yeterana® adainictretion,
Nuvy, Comacrce, sfc.

Unoer procedurs Folloved (0 these acoulaitions the statiatics ero not evellsble o Fhis Deper tmend.

L B

Feceral Bullding sltes pive rise to the most comlos ditle oroblems In the Federal Cowrnment. They cre alsost Inwie | sbly urben argaoeps olin Long Hiils history,
octive centrship md high valuess Noteltnatending this, thess cuses are closed by the Deperiment -hﬂlf- In 695 omya, fhe langoat opjoc froiify Tur iny (roup
of cascs, but les: then the ainisus tive reovires by sy Wency engagsd in clasing Its own ecnulsitlons. (See Cirst coluss vtave) i

Ealillt nge

Averign bosed on acculsitions in which Finel Hitle esorovel wos rencersd by the Attorney Genersl curing the & menth aeriod of Juby 1, 192), to tecesbor 4l 1999, Irclusive,




TIME RECULRED FOR RENDERING TITLE OPINIONS: [EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

specing fmbor af oainions recussied Total mumbor of doys re-
during & meviha period of Ay 10 2o
J;Ii; » 1959 to Decosbar 31,
1
Wer Depar feend W7 G538
Strte Cepartuent 1= B35
Mowy Deaer foend I5 L7
Puerto Rlco Reconatruction i 1533
hmi latrution
Ceo. rimant of Interior 6l Tl
Deser et of bgricul burs
le Furs Tenaney i) Ngéla
2% werss Forestry bl Sybd
s Trust Fumd {"9 m
ks Sub-aurginael (" ]
Se Rural Behubilit fion il P =]
Corporation
b pdmindatretive Sites & 2
ALl other cgoneles, including Federul T3 1451

ek & 'y Commerce, Watersng!
Agwi astrotiong Clvil Aeronastics
Autharity, Notiomel Cepltnl Pery ond
Plawviing Coaelaslon

AVERAGE TIME RECUIRED FOR BERCERISG TITLE SN - ))&

2 rumier of deys re-
zaleec for emch goinjon

1545

Fall

e

il

P

It

IS, 7 MRS, k3 11 UTES

Exnlbit "M













FSFE 3,

;{}y@-_ilfbhj

Hyde Park, New York
July 23, 1840

Dear Dalsy!

Ever so many thankas for your note. I
am made very happy that *Hyde Park"™ belongs now to
the Nation and in memory of your Unole Fred. Did
you see the exocellent photographs in the Times and
Tribune supplements Bunday?

Mre. Oooper who wlll have charge, wae an
0ld nelghbor of ours at Campobello -- she was Gertrude
Bturgle -- and she will, I think, do very well in
running the house for the vielting publio beocause
ghe has taste and appreclates beautiful things.

Bome day this summer or autumn, you must
drive up to lunch with us and we oan go up and see
the house and the place under new management.

Mwsys slncerely yours,

Mrs. James Laurens Van Alen,

Wakehurst,

Newport,

Rhode Island. far/tmb




Jlae L~ o halin







Td
" THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
dugust L3, L9450

EdDRAn DU FOR THL PReSIUENT:

In agcordence with your memorandum of August
ninth, I asked Eimer Van Wugner what he thought about
trying to get Alex Knauss of Hyde Park euployed on
the Vanderbiit piace.

Mr. Van wagner said that Mr. Enauss is a
Republican who unuer all circumstances always votes
the straight Hepublicen ticket. He further advises me
that all of the present employees of tha Vanderbilt
pluce ure out and out Republicansg, with the sola
exception of Cecil H, Halpin, who is about to be em—
ployed there by transfer — at your reyuest.

Mr. Van hagner seemed greatly aisturbea
ut the prospect of having the place packed with
Fepublicans. He saia he wished he could have a
little time in wnico to make a recommendation.

Mr. Knauss, orevious to two years sgo, wus & repular
employee at the Vancerbilt place.

nalshs




Aupust 9, 1940,
MEMORANDUM FOR

BILL HASSETT

Will you ask Elmer Van Wagner what he
thinks abouf trylng to get Alex Knauss of Hyde
Park employed on the Vanderbllt place? Please

return letter from Mrs, Cooper so I can send

I‘E'pl]" .
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