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THE WHITE H OUSE /!SF . 
WASHINGTON 

May 25. , 1944 

MD;ORANDUM FOR THE PRl!~tiiDENT 
Re: War BallGt Commi ssion 

1 . I spoke t o Secretary Forreatal I 
and h~ i s go·ing to relieve Commander 
Dever . HeA~~r~r.7that he t hinks he 
can find ~n f r om the South , 
but wi~l s~bmit the name to me to r 
checking bef ore he i s definitely 
assi gned . 

2. I spoke agein w1 th Secretary 
Stimson. He i s sending t or l-lajor 
Paul c. Aiken to add t o the staff. 
He is the man t hat t he Nati onal Com­
mittee hAs a sked tor . 

He is also going to submit to 
the l·lar Ballot Commi ssion the propo­
sition of i nviting representatives 
of the Reoubli can National Committee 
and the Democrati c Nat i onal Committee 
to sit as observers . He i s pretty 
sure that they wi11 agree. I mentioned 
the same thing to Forres t al and he 
will certainly vote for it. Ed Flynn 
agrees that it would be better for 
~ not ~o be the representative , al­
though he is willing to work behi nd 
the scenes with the r~presentative . 

The thing is really beginning to 
look bi-partisan now. 

8 . I. R. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 1, 1944 . 

ME~;ORANDUl\l FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Frank Walker says the name of 

J oe Keenan, former Assistant Attorney 

General , has been suggested by the 

National Democratic Committee, Hannegan 

and Porter, for the Ballot Commi ssion. 

Is this name satisfactory to the Pres1-

dent? 

---------------------~---
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Show t o Judge 

sending out . 

Rosenman bet ore 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llaT 22, 1944 .. 

Mi:t.\ORANI>tnA FOR 

TH~ SEOR~TARX or WAft 

I ~~~ practicall y noth1ne about 
the two P.l'IQT peoplo 70U have Anpn1nted 
to the i'lar Bal'!.ot t!o:n,.tsai on but I &Ill 
getting pr otoets ~rom t h 9 Dc~ocr&te 
all over the count r y. I th1n't 1t 
euential t o nvo1d :lbal'f"e& ot i'l.1o­
or1m1nat bn. Therefore, ! • Uf:?"I!L'It 
thnt you put on the ColUI1.a!'-·:m a 
DtNocrat who in a~ t1s~~et~~Y t~ the 
Demoor•ts or put on 1~ ae ob~orv~ra 
a D•oorat "nrt a Republ iotJ.n l"~re­
aent1ng the h o national Oo"1:'11tt e cG . 

I think that eoll!eth1 np,- muBt be 
done t or tho eake of y?u~ a~~ my 
peaoe ot mind l a ter on, 

It 11 reallJ 1mpo,...,ant to get a 
oouple ot aen on the War Ballot Oom-
11lu1on ·o1ho kn.>w thft pJ'Rn U c.\ll end 
ot po11t1oa -- ln the right aon1e 
ot the word. · 

F. D. R. 

Ito papers accompani ed the original of t hll 
aemorandua to the Secret.&ry ot lar. 

• 
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1THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

r.:ay 19, 1944 

:1nce d!ctatin~ tl1e att~ched , 
~d 7lynn called anJ suys it is 
terribly i:nportWit to !:ave :1 :nan 
· .. lw kno;1s _!'lr...1ctical poli t i cs on 
tt, .tt sta~f . C-;I..::r•.1isc , .1s he _ ute 
it , noth.i.n..; :·ill be done . Leis 
v~r:: :..n:::!.ous to t...tlk ··•itl. you allout 
!;hi~ :1! en !:e CCLC:S lc·;;!'] ll<}Xt \"ICe~. • 

• 

I. : . 
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DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

Inter-Of/ice Memorandum 

To ......... --'4.!:..-.~.9 . ._Yl;;:..e"----:-----.. Date ____ t'-25-44 ·---

PrOMI ______ ~lo:l. ..... __ ·--- -

. 
Subject: ___ ~pot Ooumisaion 

\ ' .. 
J .. 

' ' " ' ".,.,., .>-' 

' I . I . .. 
I • • 

• f •• 

~ ,. 

\ ., 
• 

Navy Department Representative.: 

~ '"'. ~· 
Captain Ed ~ea (R) · -p:. ;' d tlj' 1 

Oolllll8.llder Paul Dever (D) J " · · " 

Colonel Rooert Cutler (R) 
Major E. S. Willis (R) 

... --
War Department Representatives: 

War Shipping Administratibn He-{ ~J~L'~ 
presentat ives: W. H. Lalley -~~../· · ! 

~ £ . L. J ordan 
• 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

&Lay 21. , 19~ 

l!EUORANOOU FOR THE PRESI DBIT: 

I have your memorandum of May 2.2 about the War Ballot 

Commission. I gave very full inforntation on thi s subject to Judge 

Rosenman who visited me at your r eques t . He professed to be perfectly 

satjsfied but apparently has not had an opportunity to report to you. 

I have appointed no members oi' the War Ballot Commission . 

I could not do so. The Commissi on consists of three men appointed in 

a s tatute by the Congress -- the Secretary of War, the ~ecretary of 

the Navy, and the ~hai.rman of the Maritime Commission • All other . 
persons associated in their wor k are employees suggested by one or the 

other of the members and .appointed by the Commission. 

I have approved the selection of three Army officers to 

assist so f ar as I am conc-erned in the YICrk of the Commission and the 

Army on these matters . 

l. Colonel Cutler was the Corporation Counsel of a 
Democr atic Mayor , Tobin of Boston. I am now advised 
that he is a r egistered Republican, but I am also 
advised that he has never been active in politics 
except in the post I have just mentioned . Colonel 
Cutler has been in my office and assigned to soldier 
voting since October, 1943. 

2 . ll.ayor Wi llis was Colonel Cutler ' s executive officer 
in Officer Procurement Servlce dur:lng 1943 and Y/113 
selected by Colonel Cutler f or his present job on 
account of his efficiency. I now learn that he has 
never been active in politics although he v:as reeis­
tered in early life as a Socialist and later as a 
Republican. 

• 
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3~ A second assistant has also been e elected by 
Colonel Cutler in the person of Lieutenant 
John Robertson Clagett. I now learn that this 
gentleman ia a registered Democrat 11ho has been 
active in Kansas City polities in turning out the 
corrupt rul.e ot Bose Pendergast. 

All these three men were selected to assillt in aiding the 

administrative 1r0rk imposed upon the War Ballot Commias.ion and the Army. 

The first two of them were so selected becaUISe of the experience they 

had acquired during the period of the pendency of the soldier voting 

legislation in Congress and their consequent familiarity vr.lth the very 

intricate system l'lhich the final bill set up, The work of Colonel Cutler, 

llho took a leading part for the Department during this period, met with 

expressions of high approval from Congressimal leaders of both parties. 

·Senator Green and Congressman Worley, who wer e particularly active in 

this matter, I am· sure will confirm this statement . 
,.. . 

Under Public Law 277, the War Ballot Commission has no general, 

interpretative, or .-uperv:lsory functions . The Commission's powers and 

duties, which are explicitly stated in the Act, are: 

{a) to prepare and print adequate quantities of the 
statutory fonns of post card applications for state 
absentee ballots, Federal ballots, Federal inner 
envelopes, and Federal outer envelopes, and also 
instructions for votine procedure, and to furnish 
the same to the Army, Navy, and War Shipping 
Administration; 

(b) to receive from the states and transmit to the three 
agencies information aa to election dates; 

(c) to receive from the Governors of the States statutory 
certifications as to the State laws with reference 
to the use of the Federal ballot; 



-3-

(d) to request from the States data as to naae, address, 
party affiliation, and office for wbioh noainated 
of nominees for Federal office froa States author­
izing the Federal ballot and to transmit such data 
to the three agenoieSJ 

(e) to consult with State officials in regard to the 
foregoing; 

(f) to receive from the three agencies and the States 
reports on Federa~ ballots handled and transmit 
the reports to Congress . 

I understand that the Comm.ission 1s obligations in respect to (a), (b) , 

and (c) above are either completed or in course of completion. 

I do not think ,t~e Commission would have any objection to 

having each National Committee designate a qualified individual to keep 

in touch with the CoMmission and to receive currently all information on 

its activities. Such designees, however, would not be employees of the 
.. 

Commission. Their function would be merely that of observers and 
' 

advisers, and the Commission would assume no responsibility for their . 
action. If this ac~ion is to serve any useful purpose, it shoulg be 

taken soon because within a few weeks the Commission will have concluded 

its administrative duties except with respect to reporting after the 

general electio.n. 
, , 

, 

• 

Secretar,r of War. 

I 
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