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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

September 27, 1944
YMEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

FROM: HARRY HOPKINS

I saw Nelson this morning. He 1is
willing to get out of the WPB at once. But
he wants a graceful exit from the Government.
He would be very happy to have you say that
you want him to take some responsibility for
promoting our forelgn trade. I am quite
sure this 1s a good way out if Hull will
agree, Buft I don't think it should be

announced until Hull has agreed.
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WAR PRODUCTION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D. C. /1:;1
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN %)\/ i

JAN § - 1945

My dear Mr. President:

Your memorandum of January 5 requesting the
fullest possible assistance te the U.3.B.R. will
e Implsmented by bthe War Production 3oard to the
limit of practicability.

W#e are wvery plad to see that this Sovernment
is dispnsed to consider raguiremenls for a Fifth
Protocol since the preduction of much ef the eguip-
ment whizh is 1likely to be raqulred needs advance
planning, aond steps to that end cught te begin

soon if there is to be a continued flow of supplies
aftar June 30, 1545,

Sincersly yours,

A. KTUE

Thae Pregident
The 1 House
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October 11, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR

/HOH. MARVIN JONES
HON. ADOLF A, BERLE, JR.

TC READ AND PLEASE PREFARE
A JOINT REFLY FOR MY SIGNATURE.

r —
WAR FOOD
ADMINISTRATION | F. D. R.
. e T
I
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RECORDS




WAR PRODUCTION BOA

WASHINGTON, D, C.
October 8, 1943

The President

The White House
"nlhil:lgtﬂn, Ds Cs
Dear Mr. President:

I enclose a copy of a letter have just sent to
¥r. Berls, Acting Secr State ch will show that your
directive to release bushels ‘of corn from our industrial
stockpile to Mexl an urgent emergency step has been complied

with.

May I take this opportunity to point out to you, however,
that the importation of feedstuffs in greater quantity from Argen-
tina will not permit replaceament in the industrial stockplle of
the corn now being released, although this has, no doubt, been
represented to you as being a possible compensatory step. In the
first place, the arrangements have already been concluded with
the War Shipping Administration, independently of the Mexdcan
crisis, for importing to the limit of available shipping, and
at the expense of some elements of the war program, all the
barley and linseed available in the Argentine. Further importa-
tion of wheat for feed purposes has alsc been arranged. There
is no corn available from the Argentine due to the drastic
crop feilure of last year and export embargo which has
been put on by Argentina.

The replenisiment of the feedstuffs will not affect
the movement of com in any case since the importation of feed=-
stuffs will be into the deficlit areas for poultry and dairy
feeding, notably the Southeast and the East. The plain fact
is that corn is not moving from the farms even for feed pur-
poses in the Middle West. There is a serious danger that
the war industries depending on cormn products from the wet
and dry millers may face further shutdowns and loss of labor
unless a fundamental solution of the corn problem is reached
very soon. The palliatives which have heretofors been at=
tempted have not touched the basic factors of the discrepancy
between the supported hog price for overweight hogs and the
ceiling price for corn which has heretofore caused most of the

difficulty in thie area.
I take this occasion to call to your attention the

\1
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fact that the war program is seriously jecpardized by having to
restrict the movement of iron ore on the Lakes to make up the
deficiency in feed grains caused by failure to get the last two
bumper crops ufuornm-dintawt]ﬂ.ngbutthcfndingofhugn.
The iron ore that is presently being moved domn the Lakes has

been cut back in order to remedy a truly desperate situation in
the eastern feed area and in the southeastern drought area to

& point below which it is impossible to go without endangering
the steel program next year. Ancther late cpening on the Lakes
and bad weather would reduce our stocks of iron ore to the vanishe

ing point.

At the urgent request of the War Food Administration
we have also had to import molasses to “he smount of well nigh
the total available during the next year in the Ciribbean area
for the mamufacture of ethyl alcohol for the rubber. and other
Programs becsuse the Food Administrater could no longer make
the wheat which he had urged upon us available. The wheat
shortage, as you will readily understand, has been created by
failure to move corn into the accustomed feed channels and by
the impossibility of moving adequate wheat from Canada in the
present state of transportation shartages. T should like to
point out that the tankers which have been put into the move-
ment of molasses for the alcohol program could have been made
available to the Petroleum Administrator becanse of the short-
age of petroleum products in District 1 and the very tight tank
car position which still obtains.

It would be possible to point out many other impacts
on the war program, as well as on the dairy, poultry and live-
stock programs of the country which have been produced by the
failure to work out a method of moving corn from the farms on
which it is mar e profitable to feed the corn to the hoga.

May T respectfully urge, therefore, that any relief
for the Mexican situation,which has been represented to you as
belng critical by the Acting Secretary of State, should not be
made at the expense of the war program, but should be made from
such stocks as the Food Administrator may be able to mobilize from
other sources. I would also like, respectfully, to draw to your
attention that the recurring erisis in the war program which
depends upon starches, dextrines and core binders for foundry
products that has been produced by the com shortage 18 quite
likely to appear during the next year unless suitable steps
are taken to reduce the hog population at its levels of
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inflated weighta to proportions more in balance with the rest of
the food and war programe. I trust that you will accept this as

& frank statement of a matter of the greatest seriousness to

war production. I feel certain of the support of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff in this matter as you will ses from the enclosed letter
to the War Food Administratar from the Undersecretaries of War
and Hml

Sincerely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 4, 1944.

N T T T
MESORANDUM FOR

CHARLIE WILSON:

I wanted you to see this copy
of a letter before you and Don come
in to see me. There are many others.

I will certainly see you both

as soon as I get out of bed.

F.L.H.

Tran=mitting comy of

letter from Lewrence D, Bell, President,

Hetionel plrcreft War Produetion Councii, Inc.,
hmerican onllding, Washington 4, L. C,,

12/14/42, to the fre=tdent, urping the Presidant

to nersuade Charles E, Wilson, Bxoout iva Viee -
Cheirman of the WPH, to renptn in the =apyvice

af +he Uovt.




NATIONAL AIRCRAFT WAR PRODUCTION COUNCIL, INC.
AMERICAN BUILDING . WASHINGTON 4, D. ¢.

TELEFHONWE
DISTRICT 132x

December 14, 1843

My Dear Mr. Fresident:

It has come to my attention that Charles
E. Wllson, Executive Vice-Chalrman of the War Production
Board, expects to return to private industry at an early
date.

In my cpinion it would be a tragic loss to
the Fation if Hr. Wilson were to leave the Waer Production
Board at this time. He nas done an outstanding job, and
the current atatus of the alrplane program is {tself a
tribute te his genlus for organization and production.

Speaking as Presldent of the Wetional Alreraft
Viar Production Councll, Inc., whlch represents the me jor
alrcraft companies from coast to coast, I urge you to take
whatever steps are necessary to persuade ¥r. Wilson to ‘
remain 1n the service of the Government.

Sincerely,

The President
The Vhite Houae
Washington, D.C.

Aircraft War Production Council, Inc.

DOEING  + CONSOLIDATED YULTEE - DOUGLAS « LOCHHEED - MORTHRCOP ¢+ MONTH AMERICAN + AYAM + VEGA

Aircraft War Production Council, East Coast, Inc.

AVIATION CORP. - BELL « BREWSTER :« CURTISS-WRIGHT + EASTERM AIRCRAFT GME + FAIRCHILD - MARTIN + REPUBLIC
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PRIVATE January 4, 1044,

MEMORANDUM FOR
CHARLIE WILSON:

Bafore you and Don come in a
few days from now, I thought you would
1ike to see ths enclosed copy of a
note to me from Bob Patterson and Jim
Forrestall

Please return for my filea,

F.D.K,

Memoraming for the President, =igned jointly
by don. Fobert P. Putterson and Hon. Jumes
Torrestal, 12/71/43, & copy of which has been
retained Ffor our files. TIn Accordunce with
Derothny Brady's instroctions, the original was
sent to sr, Wilson, and the cooy retained for
our files.




"HE TINLER SECHET.U® O THE NAYY
WASHTROTON

1 Vecenber 1777

"e understand that Chaorlie 6itlson muy remiest s meating with

vou next ywek with 5 view #0 & sking tast he he peppitt=g] tg

restin,

Tt 18 our fealing thet under no ciramm=tancas shld he be
nermitted to do so. Doth “rom the stendnoint of $4- o oot
unon the commtry - with the connotntion thet +ia bl of the
wer npraduction job ia fipished - &nd o +hn pena of his
services on important seyments of +he rrogram whtch mra not
rat over tae himn, such ar octsne onsoline sned Iending eraft,
e lesving wonld Anve serfous conse nNencen,

RasrectfMlly,

fS8igned) ROBEHT P, PAT™RSON TAHES FURRFO™AL  (Sipnea)
AUBFR™ P, PATTER=ON JAMTS WORLREAAL
TINDIRR SECRE™WHY OF WiH THIFR SFCHETARY OF THE NavY
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