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J' anuary 27 , 1944, 

Bon . L'1•an!:lin D. Jooae'lel t 
I!yde Purlt , H ,Y, Ti dbits 

Deer C'.ovcrnor: 

l , Henry :;oreent hau called n1e today t o suer;est nerJes for operat­
in•· hotld of the n ow Refugee :::o:an ittee, I suec;ested , among others , tbe follow­
in!!: 

Frank Crahan - a &r out ~Y . 
Swine , who !moo!ls :,.urope and ho.s popular support . 

Bill Douelas , r;ho micht be ~·JillinG to cet oft the bench 
for this creut job . 

Loon Rend orson, 11bo is very !JOP!lo.r once more l'li th the 
boys on the iill , because e':3ry !>i{; e:nployer uhom he a t taolred 
11h1lo 1n the o:>vermncnt , bgs of:"ered him a huce retainer. 

Sto.ssen , 11ho 11ould do a good job :md \~hose c.ppointmont mieht 
hu7e vary S\lell implications in 6:10ther direction . 

I had lone talks with Oliver stanley and P.ichurd LaH 1n i')leland an 
this subje ct , Hi th some cut a anoes t rot you !:!ivht be interested in . 

2, I S\l(best you bet the U. S. ~ployment Service immediately to 
eroate a Division so as to tie m a t once ui th !'Uture employment of the soldier 
boys no11 lyint; in the hospitals , 

3 , I sua;est that you will get noHhere on your internati onal cora-
munico.tions probl em unless you appoint a small committee of throe , with Jilll 
Fly as chein1:an , to take the place of the 1:i.;; ·•convention" now ;:or~tinG throueh 
tho State Dopr..r121Hlll t , ot c . , to tr~· to brint. itt a fon1ulb .• 
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lllmUIDtll roa 
mB UIDIB 81CBI1'AB! o• WA& 

·lhta 11 u order w abcnr oaue -
aDd 701& are probabl7 out-Yote4 w 
atart with. 

. l boal .. t17 think that Colonel 
W1111aa 0 'Dir7R cu do • elat1Y•17 
a •re· "·wpol'tut JOb t~ tbe Wu 
Retuc•• Board at tb1a U.. tbUl 
1n ADJ· other oapao1Q'. l wo'd.d 
want b1a to be ua4er st•tt1Dlua 
aa4 10 O'fV to Spaln at 011.01. I 
lmow llO Olll elll who COuleS do 
a a 1ooc1 a ~a~). 

I do DOt tbfnJr tbil AIM be 
oallecl a per•neat· ua1pMDt. 
It 1a ., tboQ&bt that 70u cou14 
detaU b1a w 8tett1Dlu Uld. that 
the uatp•nt would aaot lut 
110re tball a t .. IIO!ltblo 

P. Do Ro 
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Hon . Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The '//hit e Iloua e 
':lashington , IJ , C. 

l.rw dear Governor: 

'I'i dbits 

I have seen J'o!m Pehle and Col . Bill O' Dwyer . There i s no IJ.Uestion 
th .. t Bill should be allO'Ned by the AD:ny to do an il>.oediate job for your '.'lar 
Refugee Board . H1:1 oue.)lt to be assigned to Stettinius . He ccm go arrer illmo­
diately with a letter frac Spellman to Franco, Pehle is enthusiastic about 
him and tells me that Bob Patterson bas turned it dcmn cold because be says 
that O' Dwyer is irreplaceable . I understand that Lt . Col. J'ohn ,'lmen i s avail­
able for O•Dwyer ' s place e nd that there is also a Lt . Col . Ellison in the 
Inspector Ceneral's oi"fice who is a knockout , 

I have looked into t be claim that the Army needs 0 ' D'vyer v1s- a -vis 
the Trumen COJ'Ill1ttee. It just isn •t true and in fact if you send for 0 'D··1yer 
you tlill lee.m wb.o.t a row b.e had t7i th the Co::mittee. 

;·:a cannot t hink of anybcxly in the .l.meric an scene 11ho pol1 ticolly 
and socially cen do the job vis- a - vis Spain and catholic South J\merica. Ob­
viously Peh1e cannot press auy further becaua e he bas to deal 1•1th tho /IJ:Iny , 

but i f you should desire O' Dwyer to get out of the AJ:roy to be a.ss i(9'1ed to the 
!>t ete Dep6r'b.uont , I think it I'!OU1d be givine really great support to Pehle . 
Do consider it. 
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26 February 1944 

rm.IORANDUiol FOR THE PRESIDENT 1 

In answer to your order to show cause concerning Colonel William O' Dwyer, I submit the f ollowingt 
Bill O'Dwyer, I firmly believe, has done more than anyone else to prevent fraud and scandal for the Army Air Forces , 

His wor k consists in detecting cases of fraud, waste and abuse in production of airplanes and airplane parts. Due to his work, the Air Force~are frequently in a position t o take corr ective action before any harm i s done. If the case i s already a bad one, the Air Forces are enab~ed to expose it, instead of having it exposed ~Congressional committees or other s . 

This work is of the utmost importance, both for production of aircraft and for public morale, and I deem him the best qualified man in the Army for it . We have no one with his special skill to replace bia, even temporarUy. 

In a nation of 135 ,000,000, why deprive me of Bill O'Dwyer? {)I . p n 
~ ,., .:U-++-t_-___ _ 

Robert P. Patterson 
Under Secretary of War 

J. roosevel t Library 
.kCLt .~~:r iED 
uuO UIR. ti2oo.9 (9/27/68 ) 

Date- "3- 11- S" 9 

Sipwture• ~a,t.~/. Jf~ 



Letter of FDR to Ira Hirschmann, June S, 
1944 published in LOOK magazine, May 9 , 
1961, page 32. 

R L Jacoby 
6/21/61 
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.Ps F: h-M,~ ~·r~u 
Signed original of thl!l lAtter sent to Dr . Lubin for del1.v~ry to :J -'1"1 
Mr. Hil'SChmann , 6/9/1,4 . 

hills 

.Juo a, l~. 

K7 4oar ... l.lne!eee•t • 

Jolla w. Poblo, \be boo.aUn D1rooSor of t.be 

War Rot.aoo ...,.., 1atol'all •• taa\ JOil aro n\U'Iaiq 

\o f"rkOJ \O OOD\iD.ae JO&r' work ae ~ loal"'l'a 
ropreaOD\a\1Yo aDler ~ a~l• 41no\1oa ot Aa~aa4or 
S\o1Dbar4\. !be ,.,.., \u& of aoro7 wblela \M War 

Retq .. Boal"'l 11 auooaotallJ IID4or\U1q 1e of 

paJ"aaou\ 1apor\aaoe aal 1 aa ooDti4-.a\ \ba\ AaMua4or 

S\e1~\ aal 70a v1ll reoe1Ye \be aappor\ ot \be 

so•eraaea\a &D4 1D41Y14~la ~·• ooopora\loa .. are 
aooUq 1D \be 1a\eroa \ of bi&Mil1\J. 

lD \b1a 7oa ba" o"" GoYei'DIUa\' • tall ellppor\ 

a.D4 bear\7 via b.. tor e.aooou. 1 eball follow \be vol'tt 

v1\b lr'O&\ 1A\erea\. 

'· 
Kr. Ira B1rt~eaa 
Spoolal Reproaea\al1YO, 
War Rofaa•• Boa,.., 
Waablna\oD, D. 0. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ii!E~QHA[DQ~ 

TO: 

F'ROM: 

June 8, 1944 

THE PHESID&'lT 

~1R. LUBIN 
~ 

John Pehle tells nte that ooe o£ his repre­
sentatives, 1.1r. Ira Hirschmann, is leaving Saturday 
night for Ankara where he is to resume his work for 
the War Refugee Board. Hirschmann W11.8 in TUl·key 
for several months and, from all reports I can get, 
dia a remarkable Job in getting the cooper11.tion of 
the Turkish government in aiding refugees to come 
out of the Balkans . 

As you will note f rom the attached memo­
randum from Pehle, he !'ee.ls t hat a letter from you 
to Hirschmann wouln be of great help in carrying 
on the work of the Board. 

If you deem it advisable to SiKO the 
a ttached letter, I will see to it thut it gets 
into Hirschmann's hands before he leaves . 

/ 



TO Mr. Lubin 

J. W. Pehle 

• 

EXKunVE OfFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OffiCE COMMUNICATION 

Attached is the proposed l ett er which we 
discussed. It would be vert helpful to the 
work of the War Refugee Board 1t Hirschmann 
could carry such a letter back with him to 
Ankara. 

Attachment 

DATI June 8 1 1944 



EXECUnYE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
WAJ ltEfUGIE IOAJD 

WASHI«JlON 25, D. C. 

JW1e 22, 1944 

IIEilORANDUU TO THE PRE.BIDENT 

For your confidential i nformation 

I should like to call your attention to some recent develop­ments with respect to sending ~ood to some of the unfortunate victims of Nazi terror now in internment oamps 1n enemy Europe. 
We have just wor.ked out i n personal conversations with 

Ur. Dingle U. Foot, Parliamentary Under- Secretary of the British Minist ry o~ Economic Warfare, a program unaer which the British and American blockade authorities will permit the shipment ~rom the Western Hemisphere of 100,000 standard f ood parcels (550 t ons) a month for three months to be distributed by the International Red Cross to per sons in Euro~ean i nternment camps. It is under­stood that this three months project i s only an experiment, and, 
1t successful, it ~a contemplated that this system or r elief will be extended considerably. Since time is of the essence, steps have been taken to get t he initial program under way at once . 

I n addition to the foregoing, the blockade authorities have agreed to permit the distribution by the International Red Cross to persons interned tn ·Southern France of certain foodstuffs still fit for human consumpt i on salvaged from t he cargo of the •s. S. Christina,• now at Cette , France . The food supplies in question are contained in 315,120 ~ood parcels which were destined origi­nally for distribution to Belgian and French prisoners of ~ar. Negotiations with the French, the Belgians and the International Red Cross have commenced and it is hoped that all arrangements will be completed soon. The War Refugee Board is doing every­thing i t can to expedite this relief measure and has indicated that i t will arrange for any financing that may be necessary. 

We are very encouraged by these developments and hope they are only a beginning. At thls stage, sustaining the lives of 
these unfortu.nate peopl e may be quite as important as attempting to rescue them from enemy territory. 



THE SECRETARY OF' THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON • 

Januarj 27 , 1945 

~y dear ~. President : 

John r'enle, Director of tne War nefugee .board, 
as you know has also been actin5 for me as the head of 
the Procurement Division in tne 'l'reasury a.ue to the 
resignation of Mr . Olricn. mr. Pehle felt that he 
was not able t o gi ve to the ~ar Refugee Doard the time 
it deserved and, therefore , he has been urging the 
Board to appoint a successor . 

The board offered the Directorship to Gene ral 
O' Dwyer who was very much interested and wanted to take 
on the job subject to the approval of the War Department . 
Mr . Stimson gave his approval and so did Joe urew as 
v1ell as myself. 

Due to the unfortunate publicity in connection 
with the resignation of 11r . J:'ell from the war Crimes 
Commission, we felt that it was important to accele rate 
the announcement of Penle's re$ignation and the appoint­
ment of Gene ral.O'Dwyer. Attacned nereto you will find 
a copy of the release whica was given out today to the 
newspapers . 

We did not bother to radio Jou about t his as 
we were confident that this would meet with jOur hearty 
approval . 

Witn kind regards , I remain 

The President, 

The White nouse . 

Yours sincerely, 



. . . . . 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Executive Of fice of the President 

Washington 

FOR RELEA~E, MORNING NEWSPAPERS , 
Sunday , January 28, 1945 . Release No . 17 

The War Refugee Board announced today that John W, Pehle. 
has resigned as Executive Director of the Board . The Board 
made public Mr . Pehle 1 s letter of res i gnation and the Board's 
acceptance (copies attached) . 

Mr .• Pehle was designated Acting Executive Director of 
the Board sho rtly after its creati on on January 22 , 1944 , 
Later, on March 24 , 1944 , the Board , with the approval of the 
President , designated him permanent Executive Director . 

As explained in the letter of resignation, Mr . Pehle 
r es igned because of the increasing burden of new duties which 
have been assip-ned to him as Assistant to the Secre tary of 
the Treaeury . 

At the same time the Board announced the selection of 
Brigadier- General William O' Dwyer as the new Executive Director . 
General O' Dwyer is being returned to inactive status by the 
~er Department to bahdle this assignment . General O' Dwyer is 
District Attorney for Kings County , New York, on leave, and 
recently returned to the United States from Italy where he 
served a~ Vice ,resident of the Economic Sect ion of the Allieli 
Control Commission for Italy, with the personal rank of 
Min!ster 1 

'· 

.. 

•' 
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January 27 , 19415 

MEJIORANDUll TO THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

I hereby submit to you my reeisnation aa 
Executive Director or the War Retugee Board effective 
immediately, As Assistant to the ~ecretary of the 
Treasury there has recently been ass i gned to me the 
supervision of the operations of the Treasury Procurement 
Division , which includes . the difficult task of disposi ng 
of the surplus consumer goods turned over to the Treasury 
Department by the Army and the Navy . In view or the in­
creasingly heavy burdens impGaed on me by this. new assign­
ment, I have found i t necessary to ~esign as Executive 
Director . 

It has given me deep personal satisfaction to ha ve 
been a part of the vi tal work undertaken by this Government 
to eave and protect the innocent victims of Nazi persecu­
tion . While many lives have been aa ved ae the reau l t or 
our efforts, we have not, of course, met with complete 
success . However, I am proud of our achievements in the 
faoe of the difficulties encounter ed , 

. 
I have been reluctant to take this action and leave 

the Board because of the important work which remains to 
be done . I no longer ha ve this reluctance, however, in 
view of Brigadier- General William O' Dwyer's willingness 
to assume the responsibilities or Executive Director . 

(Signed) J , W, Pehle 

ExecutiYe Director 

l 

• 
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Januarr 27 , ~945 

MEMORANDUM TO JOHN W. PEHLE 

We have received your letter of resigna t ion dated 
January 27., 1945 •.. . . 

• 

. r~ view of your request and the pressure of your 
other duties ,. your resignation is hereby accepted . The 

' Board appreciates the services you have rendered and 
your devotion to the great -and important task·assigned 
to this Board by the President • . 

( s) Joseph C • .• Grew 
Acting Secretary of State· 

(s) H. ~orgenthau, Jr . 
Secretory of the Treasury 

(:!!) Henry L • . Stimson 
Seeretary of War 

*~'************~~***** 

M&40RANDUM TO BRIGADIER- GENERAL WILLIAM O'DVnffiR 
j 

You ere hereby appointed Executive Director of the 
~ar Refugee Board effective immediately • 

. 
We ere sure we can rely on you to carry on the 

important task assigned to this Board by the President , 

(s) Joseph C. Grew 
Acting Secretary of State 

(s) H • . Morgenthau , Jr . 
Secretary of the Treasury 

(s) Henry L, Stimson 
Secretary of 'liar 

oOo 
I 



THE SECRETARY OF THE T REASURY 

WASH t NOTON 

March 24, 1945 

MY dear Mr . Pres ident : 

I am sending you herewith a most interesting 
cable from Mr . McClel l and, representative of 
the War Refugee Board i n Switzerland; also a 
one-~age digest of this cable . Mr . Burckhardt , 
who 1s mentioned in this cable, is president 
of the International Red Cross . 

Sincerely yours , 

The President , 

The White House . 

. ' 



TO 

EXECUTIVE Offla Of THE PIESIDINT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTa.omcE COMMUNCAliON 

.,.,. March 24, 1946 

Secretary Morgenthau 

Mise Hodel 

For your information 

The attached cable has just been received trom 
Mr. McClelland reporting on Burckhardt's visit with 
the German authorities . 

The main points in the Burckhardt report are as 
follows: 

l, International Red Cross delegates will be 
permitted to be stationed in major camps 
for Schut~aettllnge (political deportees) 
and prisoner s of war to supervi se relief 
distributions; 

2. The Germane are willing to allow deliveries 
of relief by t ruok to political deportees 
irrespective of nationality or race ; 

• 3, The Germane have agreed 1n pr.inciple to 
allow evacuation of women , children , elderly 
and i ll people irrespective of religion or 
race; 

4, International Red Cross is planning to 
utilize returning prisoner of war relief 
trucks tor evacuations . 

McClelland suggests that the War Refugee Board's 
most effective contribution to this double program ot 
relief and evacuat ion will be (a) optaining trucks and 
tires, and (b) organizing the evacuation from Switzer­
land of those refugees who are non-repat~1able in Europe . 



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEI VED 

FR0~1: American Legation, Bern, 

TO : Secretary of State , Washington 

DATED: March 22, 1945 

NUMBER: 1727 

iiiiPiB!IIIH!! • 

US URGENT 

McClelland sends the following for O'Dwyer, WRB, and the 

Department. 

I refer herelti th to the Legation 1 s telegr ams of l.farch 8 

and March 21, Nos . 1481 and 1687 respectively. 

It has ~nfort~nately not been possible f or me to report 

sooner on res~lte of recent discuesicns with German author i ties 

by ICRC President B~ckhardt, becaus e of illness . 

B~ckhardt firs t met with Kaltenbrunner of SS on March 12 

in the Vorarlberg region between Swiss border and Innebr uck . A 

per sonal let ter was sent by Himmler stating that he was prevented 

by mi litar y duti es from being present and delegating to Xalten­

brunne~ full power. 

On March 13 conver sations were continued in Xreuzlingen, 

Switzer land , with Xaltenbrunner pl~s Ber ber, Director of Foreign 

Polit ical Institute of Forei gn Mini stry, and Windecke of German 

FD, and on March 14 with Berber alone in Zurich . For some 
months now Berber has been in Swit zerland and appears to ~e one 

of Ribbentrop 1 s special contact men . 

The main concession obtained from SS, as Burckhardt explained 

the matters , is permission for delegates of ICRO to be 
stationed in all maJor camps for both "Schutzhaeftlinge• (SH) 
and POWS to supervise personally distributions of relief. SS 

laid down on.e condition which was that such l'epresentatives of 

ICRO not cir culate par ticularly back and forth to Switzerland 

but that they remain in the se camps until the end of the war. 

Since certain numbers of SH are being worked in War Industries, 

this r estrict ion i s presumably on the gr ounds of military 

secur i ty. 

On t he 21st of March , Burckhardt of IORC reported to me 

that the cho i ce of appropriate delegates fo~ these camp poe ts 

DEOLASSIFIED 
lltatt O.pt. Letter. 1·11·71 

~ a a Patb oatt II IN 2 l9n 



- 2 -

was being actively pursued by the committee , and they will be 
despatched ae rapidly ae possible into Germany, 

There is willingness on the part or VG to allow de!iveries 
cf relief of all types by truck or other means of transport to 
SH irrespective of nationality or race . It was requested by 
SB that any such relief distribution should be conducted dis- · 
creetly , especially any reli ef given to ma.rching columns along ' 
the roads , in view of difficulti es or food supply situation 
for the Germans themselves . 

With r espect to evacuat'ion or SH, final detailed authori ­
zation covering spec ific persons whom ICRC will be permitted 
to evacuate has not been obtained from Berlin as yet , although 
the 88 agreed in principle to allow the exit of women, children, 
elderly and ill p~ople irrespective of religion or race . An 
answer i s expected by ICRO by the 26th or 27th of March . 

It waa suggested by Burckhardt of IORC that, in view or 
danger of approachi ng front, inmates of women ' s concentration 
camp of Ravensbrueck be among the first evacuated. This 
camp is located on the main highway to Neustrelitz approximately 
70 kilometers north of Ber lin and contains at least 30 , 000 
women of principally Hungarian (Jewish) , Polish, Norwegian , 
Belgian, Czech, Dutch, French, Russian and other nationalities , 
and it is definitely one of the bad camps . 

It ~1as stated by the Germans that transportation for an-y 
such evacuations would not be suppl i ed by them. Consequently, 
it is planned by ICRC to utilize returning POW relief trucks , 
although this will be a difficult and inadequate method of 
effecting evacuation, especially persons who are ill , 

The use by ICRC for evacuees of parcel ships returning 
from Luebeck to Goteborg vas not favored by the Germans \'iho 
stated that these waters were thickly mined and that they did 
not \>lish to be held responsible for sinking any ships loaded • 
with evacuees . 

The poss ibility of sending sani tary blocked train to 
Ravensbrueck from Switzerland if and when final authorization 
for the evacuation of this camp is given by the Ger mans is 
still being discussed with the Swiss authorities by IOR6, 
although the Swiss are both reluctant to r elease such trans­
port equipment and doubt that train could get through under 
the present chaotic state of German railroads which are being 
constantly bombed . 



• 

I - 3 -

• 
\'lith respect to the question of evacuation o f SH i n 

general an attempt was made by Kaltenbr unner to create the 
i mpression t hat 58 had really been only an executive or gan 
t hroughout the pas t years of mass arrests and deportation of 
civilians t o Germany from occup ied countries and SS would be 
~tilling t o allow useless SH t o leave Germany now that food 
and housing situati on was growing difficult withi n Germany . 

It appears that Burckhardt of ICRC is working on some 
speci al scheme for evacuation of French SH who ar e to be 
exchanged for German civilians held by the French (I understand 
mainly Baltic Germans taken 1n Alsace region by the Fr ench) . 
It is reported that French authorities are prepared t o furnish 
100 trucks to carry out t his plan. 

As soon as information regarding identity of first groups 
of SH whose evacuation will be permitted by the Germans is · 
obtained from ICRC, I will report to WRB promptly , 

In summing up, War Refugee Board can contribute t o t his 
double relief and evacuation program most effectively by ( l) 
obtaining as many tires and trucks as possible, and (2) organiz­
ing and pl acing int o operation mechanism for evac~ating from 
Switzerland such SH groups who may arrive her e and who are non­
repatriable in Europe f or the time being. 

DC/L: lDB:AN 
:3--23-45 

HARRISON 



• Karch 29, 1945 fLv_ 
. :-. 

Not necessary to send in pouch. 

~ . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

rs P: LUtv-. TBf·c 
OIL. 2.-"' 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1945 

Miss Grace Tully 

Early in the week General O' Dwyer 
passed on to me through Dave Niles this memo­
randum w.l. th regard to the work of the War 
Refugee Board. It did not seem to me that in 
the midst of the midst of discussions about 
food and the postlrar treatment of Germany, we 
should try to get out any Presidential state­
ment about the Board's work. When I talked 
w.1. th General 0' Dwyer he agreed, but he wanted 
this material passed on to the President • 

~~ 
~ 

Jonathan Daniels 



l{arch 2fl , 1945 

TO; · 
Jonathan Daniels • 'lhe White House 

• 
This 1 s the m~morandun to 

the President , together with the 
covering memorandum t o David Niles, 
which I discussed wi th you on the 
yhone, 

f XECUTIVf DIRECTOR 

WAR lfFUGR BOARD 
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EXECUTIVE O"'CI OF THE PRESIDENT -
WM ll.lfUO& IOMD 

W-ION 25, D. C. 

Maroh 27, 1945 

• • 

David litleo 

lf1ll1M 0 ' Dlqer 

'l!ho tollortn& te eotlo bacl<Qound lllltttril\l vhieh ,.,;r 
be of a811at~moo 1n the preptu"atton of a raleaae on the 
attached momoranCiulll to the Preoidentl 

"Preddent Booaevelt eotnbliehed the lfar Refu&eo Bon.rd 
by :!lx:ecut1n Order on Jan~ 22, 1944• Ita membera are 
the Secretartea of State, 'rroe.eury and Yar, Tho lloard' a 
functiono are to ' rea cue the Tiel u.,.. of enem;y oppre11lon vho 
are 1n llll:llnent 4ml&or of death and oth81"tiao t o afford 1111ch 
Ticttn. all poaeible reli ef and aaaietance cona1atent with 
the succeeetul prosecution of tho wnr.' 

•rn carrying out the Pre61dont 1 o directive, the War 
Refugee Board hae concentrated ito efforts on gottlng food 
to those innocent vtct1Cia and on reacuing na many na poe­
alble from enemy territory to aote havena, In nddition, the 
Board baa dnolopad other protective meaauraa to safeguard 
the 11 vea of 1:14117 of thaae people, 

0 1he ""rk of the War Rofu&oe lloa.rd has conetMtly been 
faced with e><traord1nary difficllltiee, sijlee ita operations 
aro deeigned for people eutfering behind the onomy llneo, 
In spite of the manr obet noleu, the Boar~ io nblo to announce 
oubstnnttal aucceea in ita opernttona. Thouannda hnve 
nctunlly boon rescued froo one~ territor/, in ndd1~1on to 
the 108II;{ core tho\UI&nci<l vhoao livoa have been preoervcd while 
ot111 1n en~-control1ed terri tory, • 

I 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
WAR. REFUGE£ BOAR.D 

W~TON 25, D. C. 

MAR 2'1 1945 

MEk!OBANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

On February 20 , 1945, the i'lar Refugee Boal'd approved 
a speoific program to (1) bring relief to civilian detainees 
in Germany in imminent danger of death due to starvation , 
exposure and deliberate neglect and (2) to remove as many 
ae possible of these people to safety. The exposure and 
danger to these people increased as a result of cono1tions 
inside Germany . The Board has pushed ahead on this program 
and important results have been obtained in the last few 
days . 

The War Refugee Board , as you know, has shi pped several 
hundred thousand three- kilo parcels from t his country to 
stockpiles 1n Sweden and S\';itzerland for delivery by the 
International Red Cross to civilian detainees, regardless 
of race, religion or nationality, in German concentration 
c~os . Our best information indicates that the l argest 
concentrations of these oeoole are nolo~ in the north of Ger ­
many around Hamburg and ln the sou.th of Ger many near Dachau . 
There ' are millions of civilian detainees still under German 
control and a relatively s~l number (about 200 , 000 or 300, 000 ) 
are Jews . 

In recent months, because of disrupted transportation 
conditione inside Germany, no deliveries of \var Refugee Board 
food parcels have been made . 

Recently, as the result of arrangements made between 
the Board and the International Red Cross, War Refugee Board 
food packages "'111 go forl';ard on trucks obtained by the 
Board . These packages are destined for the sick , the dis­
abled, 1·1omen and children, who, i>ecause of their unimportance 
to the enemy 1s \'lar program, are in the greatest danger from 
starvation and exposure. 
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Our latest cables from the field report t he following 
.developments : 

1 . The bot tleneck on the delivery of War Refugee 
Board food packages has been broken. \H thin the 
last few days, 20 , 400 parcels have l eft Goteburg , 
Sweden, and 6,090 have left Switzerland for enemy 
terri:tory • 

. 
2. The Board's representative in Bern has rented from 

a pri vate concern in Switzerland s i x 12 ton trucks 
which will be available wit hin the next few days . 
The Y.H.C.A. has agreed to turn over 12 wood-burning 
trucks now in Germany to the International Red Cross 
for relief deli very work . 

3. W1 th the approval of the Secretary of Vlar, arrange­
ments are now under way with General Eisenhower fo r 
the acquisition by the Board of gasoline , tires and 
trucks to be turned over to the International Red 
Cross for War Refugee Board operations . 

4. Arrangements are being made by the International 
Red Cross to station oersonnel in the concentration 
camps to supervise the distribution of reli ef par­
cels. 

In addition to the liar Refugee Board parcels already in 
Switzerland and s~;eden, the Board is completing ar rangements 
for the procurement of an additional 300 ,000 packages for 
early shipment abroad . 

It is to be unders tood that the War Refugee Board feed­
ing program is 11. ·.spendent of the delivery of prisoner of 
war food packages , but it is planned that all t rucks oper ated 
by the International Red Cross for the delivery of relief in 
German territory will be utilized to evacuate physically un­
fit civilian det ainees to safety . 

UNRRA has agreed to furnish to the International Red 
Cross , at the request of the \'lar Refugee Board, relief supplies 
for the maintenance of refugees removed to safety and 'tlho are 
in transit to UNRRA-con trolled camps . · 

At~;:·17~ 'jl~ UJ«{~ 0 Dwy(/r'h 
Executive Director 
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