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T H E WHI T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

f" S F: IA).;t:;,_,_ 
r-;r~"" ( l ) \>. ~ .. -<. ~ . ;.J 

January 29, 1936. 

UEJdOIWWUI.I FOR THE. PRESIDFl\T: 

RespectfUlly r eturned. A classmate of 
mine, Colonel T. J. Johnson, in charge of the Arrey 
Remount Service, sees Gemal Mitchell quite often 
thro1J6h his horlle.co'il'il"tencills." 1ie''repbrts thAt he 
h~s r ecently been hunting with General Mitchell and 
finds him apparently in ~ood condition, riding hurd 
as usual. I have the greatest confidence in this 
officer's veracity . 

!Jajor Vialsh of the Air Corps, who has !mown 
t~e General all his life, states that he saw General 
Mitchell several days ago. He had just had ill his 
teeth extra cted ~nd presented a pathetic picture. He 
was on his Wll:J to New York for a general overhauling 
in u hospital. 

Between these two reports is probably his 
condition; nwnely, ~ood f'or a man of his age (57) and 
his active life, with normal overhaul treatments now 
seera.int: necessarJ . He has a fine farm at Warrenton 
on l'lhich he r aises horses. I understand this fttrm is 
i n his wife's name and was probably poid for by her 
tooney . Thls fann, I am reliably informed, is main­
tain(;d with all t tre comforts and appurtenances be­
cola.iot: a lientleman farmer . The General is noV/ bein~ 
sued for one hundred thousand dollars for some state­
ments be mude in connection 11i. th the manufacturers of 
airplanes and ttJ..lied products . I can find no one who 
belieVE:S Ueneral :di tchell and his wife in any real 
financial difficulties . 

, • , • iATSO 
Lieut . Colonel, F. A. 

r.lili tt~.ry Aiue to The President • 

• 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA8t11NGTON 

January 25, 1936. 

UElfOlWlDUll J'OR 

OOLOliEL WATSON 

. 
Will you find out if 

Billy Kitohell i s really in 

. bad health and in need of 

fina.noie.l e.id? 

F. D. R • 

• 
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AIR DlliFI!:NSE I.J!:AGUE 
810 ..., '~ilL OIAATai'ORD BOI&L 

January 21st, 19ll6. 

ltiss Margaret LeHand, 
Private Secretary to the Pr~sident, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mise LeHand: 

. ' 

Again I intrude on your crowded calendar but will you 

please give to the President the enclosed letter. 

I 
(,.rJ 

General Mitchell, as should be, is one of the President's 

most loyal supporters and he· has given to this country 

his productive years . He was a great officer, he remains 

a gentleman and a very fine citizen . He is 1n very bad 

health and I know that this small amount of money would 

be most welcome b.Y him. 

With kindest personal regards end may 1936 be the hap,Piest 

and nicest year that you have ever known. 
• 

Secretary 

VHF res 

,. ...... { 

, 



AIR OEJI'E.NSE LEAGUE 
810 DKLLII:VVB-eTKATPORD DOTKL 

P~III:LPHIA0 PA. 

January 21st, 19~6. 

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Commander-in-Chief: 

Under the fine leadership of Mr. Robinson in the Senate there 
was passed last week a bill placing General William Mitchell 
on the retired list of the Army with rank of Colonel. This 
piece of legislation is now in the House . May I , Mr. Command­
er-in-Chi ef, ask for your favorable support in the final enact­
ment of t his just and overdue financial assistance to an out­
standing citizen, who has given to his country the productive 
years of his life . 

General Mitchell is in bad health - to my knowledge in need 
of financial aid. Knowing your full record of just leader­
ship, I humbly ask that you endorse this legislation. 

Faithfully yours, 

Your obedient servenl • 

li::i!:.,!!v ~ 
Secretary 

VHF1es 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W~HINGTON 

&arch ~s, 1936 

FOR: The Commander-in-Chief of the Army Wld the Navy. 

FROM : Act ing Private Early 

SUBJEC'J' : Singular conduct of The L!ili tary Aide to the Commander-in-Chief. 

The attached photograph i s res~Jectfully submi t.ted t o the Commander­
in-~hief as being especially revealing concerning the character, techniqu e 
and generul modus operandi of his Mili taxj Aide . 

'rhere is much more in this pictur e than meets the eye . 

Although the train was boarded i n the dead of night, The Military 
Aicie had the presence of mind to rouse the photographers to satisfy his 
passion for publicity. 

Always an indulgent vii tness v.hen he speaks in his own behalf 
1 

'l'be 
Mili t s ry Aide is likewise car eful to show hi:uself to the best possible ad­
vantoge in the photograph: It vlill be noted that he has clothed himself in 
shining garments . 

The poses in the photograph will bear scrutiny. 

Did The 14ili tary Aide, under the guise of magnani'llity, pose the 
Jajor Genercl. on o stepping block, in order to add to the Mojor General ' s 
stuture or to display his own magnificent physical proportions, even under 
handicap? 

l'.hy is t he ~!ajor General wheedled into facing t he camera when he 
rnif,ht better direct his gaze and his thout;hts to t he partially obliterated 
Wlirnlnc : 11Watch Your Step?" 

Why did The Military Aide pose the Major General with one foot 
planted on the stepping- block and the other one planted on the car-step? 

Wos this to make sure that the .'llajor General would be thr01m flat on 
his face if the t r ain moved forward or flat on his opposing surface if the 
train lurched backr:ards? 

Did not The Mi lit ar.r Aide thus place the Major General in that 
position o!' double jeopardiY 1 which the Constitution specifically f orbi ds? 

If the esse of the iJajor General has been settled, why not in­
vestiFute the singular conduc t of The t..!ili tary Aide? 

------------------------------------------------~·----~ 
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Coulti this not be dooe objectively by Naval Court Martial to be 
convened fort hwith? 

Acting Privately, 

• 

'· 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

aru PUt, •· t.~. __ 
Sept 'rr 88, lVM. 

Will 70U t1D4 oat Uoat 

the tDOloaec! w1 ~' brlDg1Dg la 

lt..f'• ume, aDd w1ll TO'& reta:m 

thia c1Ueotly to • aD4 aot thJ'oUIIl 

c. ottloet 

(IDolo.uze) Letter from Dexter Cooper, 
with enclosure from his Attorney, in 
re payment of $10 , 000 , balance due 
under the terms of hie contract. 



THE WHJTE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Colonel Watson says, under 

the lsw, he cannot be promoted 

unless he is on the eli gible 

list. 

G. 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

September 17, 1936. 

MIMORANDUM FOR 

COLONEL WATSON 

Will you speak to me about 

thi ef 

F. D. R, 

September 19, 1936. 

Respectfully returned. Colonel B. O. Davis 
is not on the confidential general officer 
eligible list prepared each year by a board of 
generals . I verified this personally, and under 
t he National Defense .Act of 1920 it is prescribed 
that all general officers of the Line be promoted 
from this list. 

Lieut . Colonel, F. A. 
IJilitary Aide to The President. 
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8 0 A"0 Of'Titu.,.-c-ae 

W II.U.o\M JA'f UMI.J'f'.:U., C.-AI• ••• 
CM~oaa..a• LW,_.O.. TUSKEGEE NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE 
w •t.4MM -. eCOTT ........ ........ 
• ...-.. • • M OTOJt 
C .......... A., W te .... NAif 
c. L n.oau. ...... ., ....... . 
W.an••••w . .u. .. .c• 
"''"-"•• "·"······ CU.UDI Ao k•MITT 
WA.L••• e. caw..-, 
.ALGA •MIIe .. e~o&eu. 
, , o. I'.AYT'I:NOif 

uo••r••-•c.e 
WiU.I.A~ JtiOftlfW U,O 

,.._, .... " ...... .. ... . .. 
I'OR THJ: TRAINING '01' COLORirD YOUNG loiJ:N AND WOioiJ:N 

Jle110raM.a for Presiient Prankl.1n D. !oosnelt 

SubJeota !let1r8111811t or Colonel B. o. Dart• 

I aa •k'"' this requeat dlaout the consent or 

Colonel B. o. Dan• who haa 'Man with ua at Tuake&ee tor 

•ome years baTU& Nell u111111• '117 the War Departaet u 

Prore111or or llilltaey 8e1ence anll 'ractioe. 

In -.;r opinion, it would lHI 11011e relief to h1a it 

he were retirft •• Brip6r General. SUch aotien, I aa sure; 

wouU please the oolorM people. This aetion .,uli DOt iJlorease 

the ._.,.t or the War De~»ort..nt. Blloh an aotioa, n are adYisei, 

' i s 110t witalout preoeient. In the oa•• or a colorM officer tllis 

was (one in the Feclersl aUitia when Colonel DennisoD wu f.ttre4. 

/ 
/ 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

O f'FlCIAL BUSINESS 

-

Colonel E. K. Watson, 

Kilitary Aide to the President • 

. · 

' 

. 
P'ltHALTY '01t ,_.IIIIVAT IE. U.IIE: TO AVOIO 

... AYNCNT 0 , PO• TAO C. I ~00 • 

• 
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October 22 , 1936 

Subjeoll 11Act..t'itiea of Japanese Naval and Civil 
Personal in ~~waii • 11 

Pres:!Jent Asks Col . Watson to speak to him about 
the above memo etc . 

S]2-- hrmy folder- (S) Drawer l--193Jf 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

Way 21, 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

COLONEL WATSON 

W1ll you look into 

th1s t or mef 

F. D. R. 

Longhand memor andum 

Woodri ng 

Colonel Allen Gall i on t o be 
J .-.....A. G. 1 

Sen . Barkley 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

aopmmit'1 
,._._.., 11, 11M. 

IIIII)JWIIUI FOR 

OOLODL '&tiD• 

th11, on 11lo taoe ot it, S.. DO' a leUer tr. a Oftllk. h 
n14~117 ba1 11Ulo , ...... leal 
8111- 1»•' bal a .... fit IIEII u4\. • the aolo &o .. aot ...... 
•• JaJ.• •••· i a •uat s.-••tt•• baYO bMD a4e Oil ..... 
petS.._. elat. tlaat appeull 
...... w1l4er ... ala. 

~ ~~ ••ret•• . ~·' .. , ro• 'IU&, oontl4.-t1al.l.J, wla 
tho Clblet ot ArUllOJif aa4 ... 
.. __. b.o boll.., .. lt woratllllo 
to ...... •s.l• •• , 1fbl.eb Sa 
..., ~ "1114 1»o ad.o t• a 
t" ~a•sro4 lOllar• on a • ., -u. ooalo. 

r. D. L 

Letter !rom Carey DeMent, 1224 Fourth 
Street, New Orleans, La ., 

• 
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, ... letMI' to ....... lcleftt aa4 he uU 

• to •·u ,... tw lt aa4 to tdl rn 
11bat he le Qnklac to the PI 11111• PHPl• 

~"' u. 

TeJ7 aS.Ows"r rcnan, • 
, 

• 

•• A. 1A .... 
PlliTA'fl IICIII:IAar 

'· 

Oaftl Dlll•tt hq. t 
1814 , ...... ....... . 
... 01"1 ... . 
&.Mila~. 
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THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 24, 19.38. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I have the honor to attach hereto 

the letter from Mr. Carey DeMent to The 

President and the confidential study and 

report of the Chief of Ordnance refarding 

this letter. 

Very r espectfully, 

V/ATSON 
Colonel, F. A., 

Military Aide to The President • 

• 



____ l.fo_ ... ,J nu .. / . ..._.._. 

Of'l'lCit OF THE CHII!7 OF O R O 

WASMINaTOH 

ME!&ORANDO'M FOR COLONEL E. M. WATSON, MILITARY AIDE TO THE PRESIDENT. 

1. The accompeeying letter, from Ur. Carey De!.lent to The President 
of the United States, dated February 10, 1938 (0 .0. 400.111/5693-DeMent, 
Carey-Incl. 1) has been studied. After careful considerat ion the Ordnance 
Committee recommended that the ideas pr esented by Mr. DeMent possess 
insufficient merit of military value t o warrant any development by the .,lar 
Department. I have approved the action of the Ordnance Committee, and 
recommend that no development of the ideas presented by Mr . DeMent be under­
taken by the War Department. 

2. To amplify t his form!\1, technical action, t he following data mey" 
be of interest in this connection: 

The enrliest attempts to produce such a magnetic gun were made 
about 1882, resulting in U. S . Patent No . 251817. A great many similar 
patents have since been granted. 

A magnetic gun is neither theoretically nor practically useful 
as compnred with our present modern cannon. The 12. 7 pound projectile 
in our J-inch antiaircraft gun, Tilth a muzzle velocity of 2,800 feet per 
second and bore travel of . 008 second, attains a kinetic e.nergy of about 
1 1540, 000 foot pounds . This is equivalent to a r&te of about 326, 000 
horsepower. 

No sucb rate of energy conversion from electrical to meclUUlical 
can be attained through a magnetic circuit, since the ratio of inductance 
to resistance, wr.ich is the time constant of a circuit, must be high to 
produce s powerful magnetic field . In fact, t he liberation of energy in 
the r apid combustion of explosives is the only method that has yet been 
found to produce the desired result. 

While the magnetic method of energy conversion, ss submitted by 
r.tr . DeMent is impracticable , there is a theoretical possibility tha.t the 
high frequency discharge of a condenser through a low resistance circuit 
could be utilized to produce the rapid energy conversion necessary . This 
matter has been under study by t he Ordnance Department as a secret project 
for some time as of possible importance for f ixed gun installat i ons, but 
is in no waY to he. ~onfused vdth any lllBgnetic circuit connection • . 1.ooseveit L"l D &rT 

.· ... ~ :t i ED 
J 1.) lll. 5200 .9 (9/27/68) W. H. 

Major General, of Ordnance 

SECRET 
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Klee Kargurlte LeBand 

'!he Whl h House , 

Waehlngton, D.o. 

Dear Klee LeBand, 

~ebraarr 10, 1938 

le'lf Orleans, r.a. 

Please walt untll ~ou have tlme to read 

the enolosed letter ln lts entlret~ before taokllng lt. Peel 

sure ~ou'll full~ appreolate lts posslble slgntfloanoe, and 

oonseouentl~ guard tts oontents 'lflth absolute seoreoy , present­

ing lt to the President at hts oonvlenlenoe . 

Yes, t he artlole ln the Post prompted me to write t o you 

dlreot l~, as I feel that you are more than just dependable. 

Awalttng your pleasure , I am, 

· Truly yours, 

~7(:6~~ 
Oarey DeKent 

1224 Pourtb Street, 

lfew Orleans, La. 

J 
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Preeldent lrantlln D. Roosevelt 

The Whlte House. 

Washington, D.o. 
Dear Klster Prealdent, 

~ebruary 10, 1938 

Wew Orleane, La. 

Am explainlng hereln a concrete ldea wlth 

complete details that I belleve will be worth hundreds 6f 

mllllone of dollars, potentially blllions, to the natlon 

and therefore of genuine interest to you. MY lnltlal state­

mente may sound almost fantastlc, but please bear with me 

as every clatm ls baaed on proven scientific facts, there 

being nothing visionary whatever. 

Briefly, and to the point, the• following oonoerna the 

vital matter of national defense and explains the construo­

tlon and operation of a gun (an artillery piece of from ' 

to 16 inches) that can be fired ae rapldly as a machlne gun, 

at a oost of only a small fraction of the expense of firlng 

the pieces now in use, and would have a firlng range of 500 

miles. Thls sounds preposterous, I know, but please foll ow 

me for the explanation, as I'm sure of my ground havlng de­

voted many years of thought and effort to the acompllshment 

of thle end. 

• 
.. 

• 



Bzploetves, ae a propelling foroe for projeotllee, have 

probably reaobed tbelr peak of developement, eo we .. Y forget 

them entirely and oonelder a newer, more powerful eo~• of 

energy. ~or a number of years, eleotro-magnete have been used 

dally ln the lndustrtal oenters of the Eaet to 11ft enoranue 

loads. ~or eDaple, let ue oonalder the type of eleotro-magnet, 

a p&lr of whlob, suspended from the oablee of a huge orane, 

are lowered to tbe top of tbe sldes of a gondola freight oar 

loaded wttb ooal. The eleotrlo ourrent tbenls swltobed on, and 

tbe 'orane llfts the loaded oar from t t e trsok and moves lt to 

tbe desired spot Where tbe ooal ls dumped. Tbe oar ta then re­

turned, the eleotrto swttob turned off, and tbe magnets instant ­

ly release their bold. Needless to say, these magnets exert tre-

mendous power. 

Now as an experiment, what lf one of these magnets, Whlob 

ls appr oxi.m8tely 2 feet 1n diameter and 2 feet long, were swung · 
• 

r over a. p t eoe of lron welghlng only a few hundred pounds, but be­

fore lt ls lowered to the lron, While still suspended a few feet 

above it, the el eotrto swltoh ts turned on. The attraotion of 

t he magnet would 11ft the pteoe of lron and draw lt to lts faoe 
r wtth ' suob terrlflo f oroe that both the magnet all( tbe lron would 

be shattered to bits from the vtolenoe of the tmpaot. 

But now let us drill a 6 tnoh hole through the matnet, . per­

psndloular to its faoe, though by eo doing we lessen lts power 

to a oonsldersble extent, and use a oyltndrloally shaped pleoe 

(2) 
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•• of lron, 6 lnohea ln diameter and 2 feet in length, whiob we 

wlll oall the projectile. We will aleo ereot 6 guide-rode, 

eaoh 1 inoh square and ' feet long, parallel to eaoh other 

and perpendicular to the magnet's faoe, leadtng to the hole 

in the magnet Whloh we wlll designate as the bore. The guide­

rode are held tosether by two oiroular banda, one near eaoh 

end of the rode. Gulde-rods and banda are made of a non-mag­

netic metal. There 11 a simple hand ewitoh on the high tension 

line running to the magnet, Whloh we wlll oall the maln swttoh. · 

Now lnlay a oopper stud on the lnner surface of eaoh of two 

opposite gulde-rode,. lnoh from the faoe of the magnet, and 

run an eleotrlo llne carrying 110 volts t o one of the studs 

and run a oontinuatlon of the llne from the other stud to the 

high tension llne that runs to the magnet . On the high tenslon 

line at thls point of juncture, lnstall an eleotrloally opera­

ted out off ewltoh that will be thrown by an eleotrioal impulse 
• 

on the liO volt line, cutting off the current by breaking the 

oontaot on the high teneton line. 'rhla type of ewitoh is ln 

c ommon use, eo no need of a detailed description. We will now 

grlnd out a groove, tinoh in width and t inoh deep, around 

the projectile, i i noh from its front end, and lnto thls groove 

we wil l plaoe a ring, oonstruoted and operated ezaotly lite a 

piston rlng a r ound a piston. ~his ring we will oall the oon­

taot band. 

The magnet is on its slde, ita bore in a horisontal posi­

tion. We now plaoe the front end of the projectile in between 

(3) 
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I the gulde-roda, as one would start to load a gun and turn on 

the maln ewitoh. !he pull of the magnet dl'&we the pro3eotlle 
toward lte bore, faster and faster, as lt slldes between the 

gulde-rode. !hen 3uet as the projeotlle reaohee the bore, or 

the faoe of the magnet, the oontaot band touohee the two etude, 
I 

thereby oompleUng the olrouU on the 110 volt llne, whloh aot 

throws the out off ewltoh on the hlgh tension line, outting off 
the power t o the •gnet. But the pro3eot lle baa already gained 
oonslderable veloolty and so ehoota through the bore on lts own 
momentum and would, of oouree, go some little dietanoe beyond. 

Ye now have a start. Slmply oonatruot a few more eleotro­

magneta, ldentloal to the one oonaidered, 10 in all, wlth an 

eleotrioal out off awltoh to be used wlth eaoh. But instead of 

a 6 inoh bore, drill a 7 lnoh bore through eaoh of the 10 mag­

nets, and grlnd out 6 grooves, t inoh deep and 1 inoh wlde, 

spaced equidistant, on the inner aurfaoe of the bore of each 

magnet and running through it from end to end. Then uee 6 guide­
rode, 1 lnoh square but 37 feet ln length, instead of the ' foot 

rode. Eaoh guide-rod should be ellghtly conoave on ita inner 

sUe, from end to end, the curve being the aro of a 6'fi::!t 
o iro le. Bow, lnlay 10 oopper etude on the inner surface..., of two 

of the gulde-rode, apaoing the first etud B feet 11t lnohee 

from the end of lte rod. ~1 other etude B feet apart. 

~e assembly of these parte woUld be greatly faollltated, 

and aoouraoy assured, by uelng a abaft or plpe, its atraigbtneae 
trued to perfeotlon, 6 lnohee in diameter and 38 feet long. On 

thls abaft, elide the magnets, whloh are two feet long and two 

I 
j 
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feet ln dlamete~, epaotng thea 1 foot apa~. !he .sutde~ode 

would then be elld tn plaoe between the abaft and the .agnete, 
eaoh of the 6 rode flttlng tnto a groove ln the bo~ of eaob 
•gnet, the ournd sUe of the ro4a t'IU'XIe4 to•~d the oenter 
of the bore. ~e two studded rods Should be tnse~ed on oppo­
site sides. !he ~ode would eztend 4 feet baot of the ftrst 
magnet and 4 feet beyond the last. !be ends of the ~ode lead­
tng to the ftnt JDagnet should be fla~d out eltghtly to 
tnaure easy ent~ of the projeottlea. !hen rtvet a ' ot~oular 

band a~ound the rods just behlnd eaob magnet and ~tvet eaoh 
band to eaoh ~od at eaoh polnt of junoture. Two additional 
banda should be thus ft:z:ed before the ft~at IIBgnet and beyond 
the last. 

A separate lead wl~ ta run from the hlgh tenaton ltne 
to eaoh magnet and a lead wlre from the 110 volt llne t o eaoh 
patr of etude, wtth a oontlnutng wlre to a ewltoh on eaoh 
high tenelon llne, as previously deeorlbed. 

We now plaoe 4 heavy metal etrlpe, 31 feet long, to the 
outslde of the magnets, running the full length of the gun, 
and bolt eaoh etrlp to eaoh magnet t o hold them together. 
We may now remove the shaft and disoard it. 

But now for one important po tnt. Wtth the gun thue assem­
bled, a projeotll e mtgnt be plaoed between the gulde-rocte at 
the breeoh, the matn ewttoh flashed on, and the gun thus ftred 
wtth great euooeee, as far ae a single projeotlle is oonoerned. 
But let's make tt a raptd fl~e pteoe. 

Vleuallslng the oouree of the projeot11e as tt pass es 

(5) 
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through the bore of the gun, the power to the firet magnet ie 
turned off ae the pro3eotlle reaohee lte faoe, the oontaot band 
on the projeotile touohlng the •tude, oompletiDI the 110 Tolt 
oirouit Whioh throws the ewitoh on the hlgh teneion line. ,!he 
aame thing takes pl&oe at the seoond magnet and likewiee at the 
third and so on. But from the 110 Tolt line running from a etud 
ln front of the third magnet, we run a line baok t o the swltoh 
on the high tension ll.ne of the flret magnet. eo that When a 
projectile turns off the power to the third magnet it aleo 
turns on the power to the first magnet. And thus the hook-up 
le made throughout th.e bore. the 4th being oonnected back to 
the 2nd, 6th to the 3rd etc. It is necessary t o install 2 more 
pairs of etude, t hese placed beyond the last magnet, eo that a 
pro3ectlle on leaving turns the ewltohes of the last two mag­
nate back on. 

It would be only a question of bow fast projectiles could 
be fed into the breech as to how fast t he gun could be fired. 
Wlth a motor driven conveyor of the endless obaln type, the 
rapidity would be nothing short of phenomenal . 

low for a feature of great adT&ntage. The rear of the 
projectiles would be stream-lined t o the ~\h degree . something . 
heretofore unattainable. No need to elaborate on this point. 
I'm sure . Bifling of bores with the present type of blUDt 
tailed projectiles ia but a poor substitute for stream-lining. 

One reason for using guide-rods instead of tubing between 
the magnets is to give free play for the magnetism of eaoh 
magnet to exert its pull on the projectiles. The seoond reason 

(6) 
. ' 



• 

• 

· ' 11 to allow the air to eeoape freely around the 114 .. of 
the projeotilee, thereby avo1d1ng aooumulated air preeeure 
in front of them as 1s the oase w1th a eol1d bore. The faot 
that the projeot1lee are held olear of the bore of eaoh mag­
net brt 1noh all around helps 1n th1e reepeot also, though 
the primary reason for th1e arrangement is 'to prevent the 
magnets, the last few especially, from being overheated by 
friotion of the projectiles, as would be the oaee were they 
allowed to oome in direot oontaot with the bore. 

And eo here you have lt. The reallzatlon of the engineer's 
dream. The oontlnuoue application of power in a straight line. 
No reverse of motion to oombat as in an internal oombuetlon 
engine, nor centrifugal foroe as in a turbine. Neither do we 
rely on a single application of a propelling foroe as in 
present day artillery. A projectile ftred from the explosive 
type of pieoe has attained almost ite muz1le veloolty by the 
ttme it has gone the first 6 feet through a 30 foot bore. 
As an illustration, a bullet from a .~ oallbre cartridge 
wlll travel almost as far when fired from a revolver with 
a 6 inoh bore as When fired from a rifle wlth a 28 lnoh bore . 

As for the maximum range of the gun~ find 1t dlfloult 
to oompute to e2aotnese, as I oan flnd no formula that oon­
verte the foot-pound pull of even the flrst magnet into -feet per eeqond of the projeotlle. As for the lnoreaee ln 
the veloolty of the projeotlle as it passes throUgh the bore, 
have found from aotual experiment, onr a llm1ted baste, that 
lt is almost s(a&rred by eaoh magnet. Theoretically, lt 
would be, but a deduction must be made for frlotion and a1r 
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reatatanoe. At beat, oan only eattmate, but as a aoat oonaerT­

atlve oaloulation would aai that wlth a ourrent of 60,000 volta , . 
a 6 inoh gun would fire a 200 pound projectile 600 mllee. A8 

far as theory le oonoerned, the .u.sle velocity of a projeotile 
• 

would approach 1n.f1nity by at.ply adding aore and more magnets. 

Por at What velooity would a projeottle have to be traveling . 
for the tremendous pull of one of these magnets, at a very 

oloee prqxLmlty, not to lnorease ita speed? Pardon this fan­

oiful digression, but you get the point, I'm sure. 

~or anti-aircraft use we would use a projeotlle made with 

several ridges, t inoh high, on its surface, running its full 

length. These ridges in oonjunotion with the guide-rods would 

keep the projeotile from turning more than a degree or two 

While passing throUgh the bore. Thls would enable us to uee a 

projeotlle made of a thin outer·· shell, fllled wtth small 

pellet s of iron or steel, oonetruoted so that the outer &bell 

would be discarded as the projectile leaves t he muzsle, only 

t he pellets continuing, as t he shot from a shot gun. This 

oould be effeoted by maklDg the shell of separate unite, ltke 

the staves of a .barrel, held together at eaoh end by a band 

that would be oonetruoted by bending a small pleoe of flat, 

resilient steel into a oirole to ftt around t he pr ojectile 

and coupling its two ends together with a pin. Now stnoe the 

projectile does not rotate at all, by virtue of the ridges 

tneide the guide-rods, a lever may be oonetruoted, on the 

rear of the pr ojectile , that protrudes t inoh from its body. 

This lever would be ·aonneoted to the pine holding the banda 

(8) 
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at eaoh end of the projeotile eo that When it ia tnooted 

baok the pine are wlthdrawn, an~ the bands, belng held UDder 

thelr own tenelon, fly apart, allowing the shell of the pro­

jeotile to do lltewiee. Eaoh projeotile would be guided into 

the !liD with the side on whioh the little lever is set turn­

ed straight up. !hen on the muule of the !liD we will fi:z a 

small metal lip, 2 inohee long, e:ztending down over the bore 

by V/16 of an inoh, eo that as the projeotile leaves the mus­

sle, the lever Whioh protr udes up from the aurfaoe of the 

projectile, at lte rear, by t inoh will strike the llp Whioh 

overhangs the bore by V/16 at its t op, thereby releasing the 

pins and thus stripping the pr ojectile of its outer shell 

and allowing only the shot to oo%1t1nue. This method would 

be e:ztremely effective for anti-aircraft use beoause of the 

high muzzle velocity and rapid firing ability of the gun . 

The general idea would be, of oourae, not to rely on deadly 
I alm and a direot hit, Whioh is highly improbable in present 

day artillery, but to literally fill the atr in the vaoinity 

of onooming airoraft with whizzing pellets so that the enemy 

advanoe would be utterly impossible. Realise that the range 

of this tJPe of fire would be far less, perhaps only one 

tenth of that of a solid, stream-line~ mass. But even eo, 

that would be quite suffloient. This same general method 

would no doubt be advantageous in all forme of artillery, 

by simply using larger pellets loaded with a high e:zploeive . 

!rust I've not overta:zed your pat1enoe with euoh an ~ 

e:ztended dlsouesion . and einoerely hope I 've made 'IJ3r e:zpll­

n.at ton olear. All speoi:tloatlons given are tentative, as 

( 9 ) 
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I fully reallse the gun oould be greatly enhanced by proper 
englneerlng and t.proved design. !hla is at beet only a rough 
outline. There are of course, other methode of breaking and 
mating oontaot on the hlgh tension Hnee, forinetanoe, but 
believe the method described above to be as good as any. 

Bad hoped for a long time t o be able to build a real 
working model that would demonet~te t he principal more con­
clusively than does a orude verbal description. But ill health 
for the past year and a half and consequent unemployment have 
me almost at a etandetlll, though not permanently, I'm sure, 
as I' m etlll comparatively young. 

Lack the presumption to dare offer advice as to the neces­
sity of absolute seoreoy in regard to th tter. Kuat assure 
you however, that I've gone to an e:d_xe=e ln kte3plng every de­-tall to myself. Have even r efrained from consulting any indi-
vidual on any phis; of electricity Oi='Diagnetlii, as there simp1j -- --isn't r oom f or a leak of any sort. Completely destroy~d the 
only little model I've been able to make. I t wasn't muoh more 
than an experiment made with makeshift materials. Only three 
magnets lined up on 110 volts. But tt worked. In fact, I oon­
atder it highly suooesstul, as it proved the theories to per­
fection. One interesting faot that I r an upon ts that although 
by drllllng a hole through a magnet, perpendicular to lte face , 
we lease · the lifting power of the magnet as a Whole, the very 
hole itself that we drilled offers a stronger attraction to a 
piece of metal than does any other point on the faoe of the 
magnet. This sounds almost lite saying that the hole is the 

('lO) 
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neeteet part of a d0114Jh-uut. But eeriout7. the faot ie e1.Jit>ly 
\ understood When we oonelder the oouree of the magnetlo waves 

• about the magnet. !hey are glad t o find that hole and really 
rueh for l~Whloh fits in perfeotly with our little eoheme. 

There are a few general ideas that I might add, though 
they are no doubt self-evident. rorinetano~ the Whole gun 
oould be easily disguised by a thin metal oovering over all, 
to make lt resemble a present type of pleoe. Even the eleo­
trio lines leading to lt oould be enolosed in pipes or hollow 
r ode . Ita oradle of oouree, would be at its middle instead of 
near its rear, with an exoavation behind it to allow ita bore 
to be elevated. Eto and eo on. 

Should I endeavor to express my estimate of you as a 
president and as a man. you might mistake suoh a eulogy for 
mere palavor. I prefer to let the faot that I'm plaoing 
this matter solely in your hands t o be handled i n Whatever 
way you deem bee~ express my personal regards. 

• Would appreoiate a reply of the briefest sort. simply 
t o let me know you haTe reoeiTed this letter. 

So here's wishing you oont1nue4 suooeae in all your 
worthy endeavors~ 

Moat reepeotfully yours, 

~7'61~~ 
Carey DeMent 
122' rourth Street, 
Jew Orleans. La. 

r' 

• 



Dear Pa: 

Washington, D. o. 
September J, 1938 

I feel quite concerned about the statue of Frank 
Andrews a~ter next Febr uary when hie tour of duty as Commanding 
General of the OHQ Air Force i e completed . 

Here ie a man who now holds the temporary rank of 
Major General and because futur e provision has not been made 
for a suitable statue. for those who complete this assignment, 
he must revert to a ' colonelcy and be given an active assignment 
in that grade or retire in that grade . He ie far too valuable 
and deserving a man for either. 

Ae ~ou may remember, Andrews was given this command 
when 1t wae organized . This was shortly after the Air Mail 
attempt by t he Army had indicated the necessity for some one 
to take the situation in hand . He inspired hie subordinates 
by vigorous leadership , long hours on duty, and the personal 
example of a commander who arrived at the subordinate unite 
of hie command at any time, day or night, flying his own air­
plane in all kinde of weather. This new interest in comba t 
training made itself felt down through the ranks . 

A few months after taking command Andrews directed a 
concentration o f GHQ Air Force unite in southern Florida . This 
was accomplished in less than twenty- four hours after or ders 
were issued. Manoeuvers each succeeding year showed continued 
progress in developing the fire power of the units . All types 
of missions were carried out both by day and by night i n all 
kinde of weather. ~he round trip of a squadron of four engined 
bombers to Buenos Aires ie an example of the effic iency of this 
command. ' 

Some provision by law should be made to give the 
Commandi ng General or t he OHQ Air Force the same privileges and 
rewards as a Chief of Branch which office 1s also by appoint ment . 
Andr ews ' responsibilities are considered as co-equal to those or 
a Corps Area Commander, which is also an assignment for a Major 
General . 

May it be suggested that Andrews be continued another 
year in hie present assignment and then he would have an oppor­
tunity for appointment as Chief of Branch . I n the meantime 
legielat~on should be enacted so that the Commanding General , 
GHQ Atr Force , would have the same retirement privileges a s a 
Branch Chief . 

Sincerely, 



\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 22, 1938. 

llEMORANOUJi re Major General Frank _Andrews: 

I attach a personal and confidential letter 
to me from Colonel IValsh, Air Corps, relat.ive the . 
status of General Frank Andrews, commanding the 
GHQ Air Force under a four-year detail as a Major 
General. This Colonel flalsh asked to do as he was 
interested in the fact that General Andrews would 
revert to a Colonel in March. 

Since the t r agic death of General Westover 
yes terday , t bis letter has peculiar significance. I 
believe Andrews' background and his recent experience 
in commanding the GHQ Air Force, the gr eatest combat 
unit of airplanes in the worl d, ~ould make him 
particularly fitted to succeed Westover . 

I was at West Poi nt with Westover, Andrews, 
and Arnold . They are llll very excellent men , and 
between Andrews and Arnold there is little to choose 
as regards thei r technical equipment and availability. 
There i s , i n my humble opini on, possessed by Andrews 
a more se~:.soned judgJDent· and experience , and balanced 
per sonality . Andrews is senior to Arnold, he being 
Class of 1906 - Arnold 1907. They are both approxi­
mately the same age. 

SON 
Colonel, F. A. , 

Military Aide to The President •. 

-
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" .Jf;--II';JTHE WHITE HOUSE 
' WASHINGTON 

t Warm Springs, Georgia 
Hovember 27, 1938 

COHFIDENTIAL MEMO FOR COLONEL WATSON 

I am told that Colonel James 

Collins of the Artillery is a good man. 

Has he a chance for promotion to Br1gadier1 

F. D. R. 

December 8, 1938. 

Respec}fully returned -- I have known this 
officer since West Point. He is an excellent l!lall 

and wus Aide-de-camp to General Pershing during the 
war. General Craig, in his attached memorandum, 
seems to t.hink his time has not yet arrived for 
promotion but will soon, and promised most seriou~: 
consider~< t.ion. 

AT ON 
Colonel, F.A. 

MilitarJ Aide to The President. 



f!i ill I I ' 'WIPI~ 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

O FFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WAS HINGTON, D. C . 

A:C 

December ?, 1938 

Mn:ORANOOM for Colonel Wat son: 

Colonel James L. Collins, Field Artillery, i s tlle .last 
otti cer ot the Arrrr:! who was close to General Persh1Il8 during the 
World War who has not been promot ed . 

Colonel Collins is a· very junior colonel, but he has 
been on the Eligible List practically ever since he bas been a 
colonel (approximately two years) . Bis name bas heretofore been 
carefully considered, but he was not recommended because of his 
junior position and the fact that som.e of the men whom he would 
have jumped had records perhaps better than that of his own . 

When the next vacancies occur, which will be February lst, 
1939, t he record and eligibility of Colonel Collins will receive 
careful considerat i on . General Persb1ng i s extremely interest ed 
in this officer and I am of the opinion that he spoke to the Presi ­
dent recently about him. 

F- ~ ~ 1 . 1 • ..:. •-y•u.l. t Llbt•.IIJ.•y 

f, Dlt:,· .. S!i lEO 
JJliO lJlk. 52oo.9 (9/27/&a> 

Date- ~-If- ~-f 

Si iD&tme-~<.*it 

MY 



/ 
T HE WH I TE H O US E 

WASHINGTON 

September 29, 1938. 

II.DIORANotJM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

The outstanding Colonel of the Coast 
Artillery is probably the present Executive 
Ofi'icer, Colonel Joseph A. Gr een . 

He is on the Eligi ble List and the 
one referred to by General Craig as being too 
old. He was born January, 1881, and if ap­
pointed now would have several months to serve 
before reaching the age or fifty eight, which 
I understand has been accepted as the minimum 
for a Brigadier General. 

Very r espectfUlly, 

WATpON 
Colonel, F. A. 

Military ldde to The President. 

r 

. .. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE • 

WASHINGTot.. 

Se;>te:nber 28, 1938. 

I r espectfulLy sub.11i t that the recomme!'ldati ons of the 
l1ar De~rtment be ad justed so that General Andrews v.ould become the 
Chief of the Air Coros and General .t.rnold would become Co:llJ!IancUng 
r.~nernl , Gill./ Air Fo1·ce for the follov~ing reasons: 

1 . General Andrews has comvJanded the GH~ Air 
Force s i nce its creation i n 1955 . He underswnds what 
must be done qy the Chief of t he Air Cor9a organization 
t o make thls im•1ortsnt oart of our national defense an 
efficient fiBhting force and he, Andrews, i s pre9ared to 
do these things at once. 

2 . He i s senior to General Arnold . He (i!ndrev.s) 
ill more even tempered and less impulsive than General 
Ar!'lold , nnd L~ ~ O?i nion has better judgoent . His selection 
would be ;>o;>ular "i.th the Ail' Corps officers , ~<nd he v.ould 
have their loyo.l SU!)?Ort . 

3 . General Arnold is !)llrticularly (!lllllifteri to 
coo'lW.:ld the Gtl~,t Air Force . He is iU temper&ment the t y ;>e 
~ost suitable t o co~11and duty . His ex;>erience as Assistant 
Chief of the Air Cor?S would enable hi11 as the GH~ Conrnander 
to coo;>ernte intelligently an:i efficient l_v with General AndreYis • 



IW.!OHANDUM FOR TH£ PHfSIDENT . 

I call attention to the ract that in the recommendation 
Colo~cl Maxwell ~urray to be brigadier ~eneral , t he ent ire classes 
of 1905 and of 1906 are eliminated. These two clas8es contain 
outstandine men . I have particular reference to Colonels She~an 
Miles , Cortlandt Parker, and DeRussy Hoyle. These three officers 
have a eeneral efficiency rating eu!"9rior to that of Colonel IJurray. 
I ~ive the actual r~tines, based on a maximum of 7 .00: 

Miles 6.96 
Hoyle 6.94 
Parker 6.48 
Mur t·a,y 6 .16 

It would in my humbl& opinion be unfortunate if these three 
officers should be passed by a junior officer with n lower ratin~. 
The morale fact or would be bad for the Field Artillery branch . 

Miles 
Parker 
Royle 
Murray 

Born December 
December 
September 
June 

1882 
1884 
1883 
18!35 

(1905) 
(1906) 
(1906) 
(1907) 

This repo1·t pertains only to the Field Artillery, my own branch , 
with which l run already familiar . I would like a couple more days 
to stud,y t he situation in the Coast Artillery , Enp,ineers, and 
Cavalry . 

Very respectfully, 

the President • 

• 



THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, ~938 

A recorrunendat1.on that Colonel Shedd, 
Co~st Artillery be promoted Brieadier General, 
would eliminat e the Class of 1906, Colonel Shedd 
being 1907. 'There are t>ro men in the class or 
1906 - - Colonel Green and Colonel Williford , 1m0 
Bra outstanding. To peas over these men would , 
in ~ opinion, be bad for the morals of the CoBst 
Artillery Corps. 

Very respectfully, 

Echrln !II. Y/ptson 
Colonel, F.A. 

~ilitury Aide to the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTON 

!.lurch ll, 1939 
~---------~~~~ 

Memor andum For The P1•esident . 

Dear Mr. ~resident : 

Atter our conversation tLis 
morn~ I weut imntedi~:~telJ to :~ee venert:t.l 
Craig aru1 he ho.s held up uny retirement 
until an expression is &ivan him from the 
\iliite liouse to proceed . 

In other ~ords Conert:t.l Craig 
now states the only irra&ulari ty 11ould be 
in retiring oefore a yae.r l"li thout 150ing • 
before a retirement board . Ho;:ever , ~e sa:rs 
I can serve on as u Ocnerul on the active 
list until I request retirement. • 

Your su.,;g~stion as to detu1lill;5 
me, worded in the s!U!Ic wey that 1Iarr1ll;:;ton ' a 
designation was, would S<lem to fit the ouse 
perfectl y ana coulu be done ilunetHutely or 
ut your convenience . • 

Ve1•y resyootJ.'ully , 



TH 1!: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDmT: 

May 22, 1939. 

Pursuant to your instructions I have had a conference with 
the Chief of staff, General Craig; the Judge Advocate General, General 
Gullion; and the Chief of the Military Intelligence Division, Colonel 
McCabe. 

Gener al Craig stated: "I will at once C01111D\Ulicate with the 
Commander , Fourth Corps Area, to prevent any access to the Fourth Corps 
Area records on the part Qt Gqneral MoselS(kror to obtain any copies 
or data in any of these records. n since s statement by General 
Craig, he has phoned me that it has been accomplished, and he has also 
lliSde the prohibition apply to any personal files that may be at Head­
quarters. 

General Gullion stated: "In my opinion i t would be an \U\War­
ranted search and seizure in vl.olation of the Constitution for any 
representative of the Army or of t he President to seize forcibly or b,r 
stealth the private papers of General Llosel.ey now in his home or on 
his person . What powers the Dies Committee may have r egarding such 
seizures, I do not know. There is no objection to the action whic h 
General Craig has just stated he intends taking . 

"I shal.l i111111ediately \Uldertake a study of all matter which I 
can have made available to me by the Dies Committee . I shall. also at 
once study all. files r elating to General Moseley in the Vlar Department 
with a view to seeing what offenses deno\Ulced by the Articles of War 
he may have committed. If permitted by Mr. Dies, I shall have a representa­
tive before his committee to watch the proceedings with a view to learning 
other details of General Moseley' s activities . If the presence of my 
representative is denied by Mr. Dies, I shall obtain the copies of the 
proceedings of the committee as soon as they are available and make a 
special effort to get those copies at the earliest possible date.• 

Colonel. McCabe stated that a thorough search will be made of tme 
files of the Military Intelligence Divisiou, and any relating to the ac­
tivities of General Moseley will be turned over to the Chief of Staff in 
the morning. 

I have asked t!r . Jamas Rowe to immediately get in touch with the 
Department of Justice and find out what, if any, powers the Dies Committee 
has to get these private papers . 

This is the present status of t he investigation. 

Respectfully, »MJ 1,/'"' ... 

lf.W.' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JUM a, 1ess. 
v- • 

KDCJuJmuw roa 
P.A. 

1111 JOU tell Oongrea...n 
S.Uh ~at the Bri. Uah ha4 to ..U 
a rule DOt to aooept preaenta on 
their trip? How.Yer, I eugg .. t 
rou tell Little tor4 rSUDtleror, 
the nng• 8 J:qwtny, about 1 '· m4, 
at the eaae Uae, explain to LadJ 
OCKUn that I u aooepUng tbe 
oopr offend to •. Perhape the 
~lng'a oopr ooul4 be eent -
Buo.kinghaa Palaoe. 

r. D. R • 
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MillO FOR GDIIU.L WA!SOI PRO!l JAKIS ROlli , .JI. 

IDDloMa ..., ter the Prealdlat 

Ra hZIIltor ~~ IUid tbe nappola1 at ot !• 
Woodward u Miui.tt. c-uat...- •to eto. 

• 
.... 
" 



Letter to General Watson From Welles--Januar~ 5, 194~~ 

Enoloeing despatch No 589 of Nov 28, 1989 from Ambassador 

Davies in Brussels. who reports conversations he had 

with Prime Minis~er Peirlot and P~e1~ min1a~er ~paax. 

~ee: Belgiua folder-Draw.r 1-1989 

• 
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Keroorandum from General Watson for the President--Jan 6, 1940. 

Enclosing aummary on FrRLAND given him by Minister Prooope. 

See rFinland-Drawer ._1~0 

'· 



IIBMO!WfDUI( FOR GEIERAL WA!SOJr FROK D. J. CALLAGJWJ 

R .. Predd.ezrt Qaeaoa•a dea~toll to !'hw 1101orott Co ot 

Jasl ... to wain oozrtr&4tual delhery ot two motor torpedo boate 

jut oompleted tor the C~alth GOY, whloh leaTea pte opn 

tar ner;ot1at1ou between Fizmish m.bu17 ill ~dOD and !boniJVOt"to 

Prooope bu bea &dYiaed. 

' 
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" J~ to. lMO. -I 

I aa enoloa~ a oov.r ot 'abaaaador Biddle'• 

atrlotlr ocmtldentlal deapatoh llo is ot lot ..... n. 1989 'flhleh 

wu IIU'bd tt~r the Prealdellt, 

Ill thla deapatoh the dlaooutimluoe ot the proteotl011 

o.t Pollah intereata in ~ bJ the S..dlah Leptl011 at Berlin 1a 

reported. 

holowrea 

1?011 ~era. loa. 
IGYaab«r 29. 19S9 

8 r W.lla 

I 



january 19, 1940. 

Uemora.ndum for Gener al Watson f'rom Roberta Barrows 1- 19-40 

Re-Attaohed memo dictated to her over the telephone by Jesse 
Jones. 

SubjeotrF1nland1 a debt and Russian Gold Bars which were bought 
in Nov and Deo. 

See:Jesse Jones- Gen oorrea-Drawer 2- 1940 



Llemorandum t o General Watson f r oiD .Marshall-War Dept- Jan 29, _!94.,? 

He-Message whi oh he meant for Admiral Stark whioh went to 

Admiral Byrd having been relayed wrongly by operator who read 

Stark as Stork and stork being a bird , he sent it to Admiral 

Byrd in Little America. 

See•Navy folder - Drawer 1- 1940 (Dan Callaghan ' s memo of Feb 7-40) 

• 



February 1, 1940, 

MEMORANDUM FOR !.!ISS PERKINS: 

The President encloses letter to General Watson 

1/26/40 from Messersmith who enclosed memo of resume of oonver-

eation whioh member of starr in Mexioo had with Diego Rivera, 

Mural Painter, with regard to alleged financial aid given by 

~. John Lewis of the CIO to Mexico.n Labor Organi!:ati on, 

See:Labor folder-Drawer 1- 1940 

• 

-. 
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C..t .._, to .. a'f&l Pereoa• (~1oaa •b&•.,..t-d•) 

~the Preeidat 

.AttaeW 1e -o to Preeideat troa .Adolph Berl....,.oh 6• lMO 

... Preeidat'• ••N«< to kTal PII'ICIII 

.... ,.,.1..,_111w 1-lMO 
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lealailroad brlqea aoro .. the P~ ill oue the oae ia 
erlatenoe now ahould be blwa "P oftl4 tnoa be laU 
aeroaa o.orpt.a or Jlaorial briqea etef 

Wooclr1Jic•a repl7 ot .April lZ. lMO to abcmt _, wU:Jl tile 
-P ot Poto.e Rl-.w &Jid data tw po .. lble ezpedi_. • 
tho DT BRIDal '!EJJORIAL-l'th STREIT BRI 001 h attaehed. 
General Watson's memo to the President of Maroh 9, 1940 i s attached, 
s ...... ftl-..Draw t-19JI 



A!arch 14, 1940, 

Memo for the President f'r om ~neral Watson 

Re sPhone call from LaGuardia who undestood that 

Hall Roosevelt got impression when talking to 

him that he was critical of the A.A.A. Mayor 

says , on the contrary etc etc . 

See:LaGuardia-Gen Corres- Drawer 2- 1940 for memo 

----------------------------· · ·~~ 
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K&rab 18 , 1940 

Dear BeDediot: 

Here is your original letter , my 

..orand1111 t o the Pr esident 811d your recent 

leUor. The Presi dent baa aeeJ1 t b1e but he 

ia t ho onl y one 1\ho h es s een it. 

Yours, 

mrrn K. • J:roor; 
Secretary to the Pres i dent 

Bri gadier General l ay L. Benedict, 
Superin~ndent, 
Unit en Stat oa Uilitary Academy, 
Wen Point , New York. 

r 

l!:llolosuro. (LettAr from Gene-:-al Benedict list ed March 6, 
1940 re change i n Superi ntendency 'at West 
Point , Memo to the Pr esi dent dcte• March 6, 
1940 end let t er rrom General Benedict dat ed 
Uerch 11, 1940 • 

/ !sr 



/ i'l"l<llflll<l'tl'l'S 

UnH~>•i ~tt-L~s !.!ilit.• -y •·Ct lf'my 
\"cPL Point , ~;..,., York 

3rir" Ji "r Crnert.l T' . ' 11:t:.tcon , 
Tbr- .. 111 t P l!OU!'" I 
l"t.r•h lr:t:.ton , D. C. 

Or" r Pc.: 

Cop~ 

I know you lu-V" t he l"d job but ~ h.t i t J,u; f:on,,.. compt:'n-
1:1~ t iun~; 1~> evi dr-Hr.l?ri hy : Wt·.sll i ngton Poet picturt> of W-rcl• '1tb lt 

\1l'•n I ·rflt urne•l here I checked on Lt" r nror or Wilcon . 
He wc.s on tlut y l.t>re f or 'li ., Y"' re ! " PXecuti \'f' offi <:"r , 1 houL 
tlll'll!' V"~o:·s witl• CP.nerU '.L -q , bt.ith 1:111 hi:< l ret tLr·~•P yetl'E• 
I'll Lb CPDP'"ll •,•; . ;'1 . Connor. 

I bO!>" you b "\'<: dostrovpr! tbe ~ ~ I 1• ft "tiih •ro~. I L 
lliit;ht b~> irlt~l'lJl"E'to·J u~ j..-o•o,..ul!r "'h"'' l'll': tto lL!"L tl.in.; I ~IOUll! 
think of I"Oul1 bo e ithv;: to bP , or £:>f ~:, :· to bt' , rlil:loj•l to 
tf'CrRt: ry •:•oo.lrint, . ':.1 only purpose ia suh!r.lttln,; Li." """0 Wl o.i 

to r~>~p<>n.l to v<>U" re ,u.,£·t fo:- in.forml tio: . Io f: ct I ho;>" 1 L 
Will DOt b<>C~mE' };n-;wm tl' • t "IP P \PD dj di'!Uf'~'l•l t l P I'Ubj,.Ct t ~ , IJC!: 
hl pponir.\,)S t.:"""f' :·0 f:"P:~nt!_:r- rr.Jp i r !or;'-r-0 t("ll . 

'''tf.!O t)•0 "";I tt,PT'I ·· e •!i~Cas-~no i. t- :at;l.a ~ 1 \JO,PI'" IOU Ct 0 
rtn I • -ow•LI. •o h ·ol' " li~ ., : 

I •tr t J,rolo><in•· r-!IJnP o- ,,_, J•>r.c>ntl: 1 ·'II") t l t. l.oull 
1 n u" int"!-"~ t to ' n ol·: r ~ •. 4 

:r, '! L. ~TJ~F:·l CT , 
Bri ._: ·1i r.r tF> Il."'>l , 
~·up,..rln tPnd~n t • • 



TEl' '1l.l. ':':: i.(;!J! '": 
"F4 '-L.J:!GTVh 
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n,, r Pt : 

I <!P.~>pl" 6pp,.ocittP. your t f'llinc m<J t hF.t 
tt."1' E' W!lS E.Omr> move on foo t to tl'~onhfPl' me from 
th" !lilitt ~· •. cf <\emy . I tJn , or courae , r mdy to 
P•'I·l'orm to tl1e b"'"t of nw Pbili t :r cn;v duw t o 
which I ml)' b" urF.i i:in~d , but I hope tltt.t in r ••Lcbing 
t nv dt>ci:}1 on r·om<' of thr> """':'.Ions ·.·:hy I l'I'Pl tilt t I 
llhoultl St Cy at tlH'i' ~~ilitt.!'l' r.CI..<'l"'l!ly "lill be e1 VP.tl 
ClOTJ:•i<'!Prt tion . P111'~0tu 1 GOn ,:i l<>~<. tioo :• l;r vn 
nothi lll!. to rio wit h t!·~ ::p t'"'<.~on:.. . Th"'' > t'• hL. • 't 
toll'l~· upon "lhl L I ~on&i r· ~r to ll< for thP L<'O' 
of' thr> servic" fn"' tl:<> •. cfJ~>my . 

I lH VI' bnpn { t ~hP r.CI 'F'Hoy for t"'O .,, I rr . 
It took •r.<• 1 hout. • :t"l r to be co'"" tho:-ot,J.ly 
o:-1Pn t <HI 6nti to d r- trrniiiF wl..>t ct.ua~c<.>E J tl:o!!~;,l. ~ 
r•oul ' bJ' b"nf'f1 chl n- ho•t• tbP.:· coul:' !>~ put. into 
~>l'f~>ct . I!Lny mino~ chcnt,":! Elo:•::. th"l .o.in~t o1 
11 ber1·1i n . ti 01: <cn·i impl'OV"C t r~o-j nin& h r·vt> bf'<>n r•t 1~> 
but the m jo:- clwn.;es tla t Flwul: b<' J Jo : rF !!till 
in pl'OCPff' . 

i"'t ~st: ThP .. Ct ''e.mic ~n. r tl in PD..:{t ~.·r~ l unJcr­
IIW :11 rpction i' " completP stu·ly o r th" Cu "ri c-ulum 
wit.l, f Vi!'' " 1.0 euch '~""Vir.io:l t:>. i f' n <•co:;,.t t'l to M~>•·t 
mo l<>rn con.lj tl (JnS . I fN:r tb<. t m ... ch of thP "Ork 
'1 ~"I :y 'on I' "'oul:. br loc t. un<!Pr· 1 cJ.unu• 1:~ 
s upo1•i n i ••n·ll'tl L ~ . 

~P"OU l : Tbn tr1 in ln.; !l"Oc, ":.mt !)N' tlin!nc 
t o 111 t-t·mE ' r P no:•; i r {H"OCP.Ca of ~inc; r,.vi "'"'l 
in C0!1L•lllto Lion '"ith Chil>;'t: or, r:~R . 

Tl•ir·' : , - ,. ,.1, ion o!' '""Pllt. tionr 1r in 
procr.,' 'ni u.: p•·1 m• "'7l pllr!J'):;n n"illc, ~0 rt1n<il'l• tr 
IIIIH1}1 C)!' ••},, t. I ' N IHi •, I ' t() h• Ulln'C·'~"' !'~' r-l.:,.i 'it\' 

• 
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in tl. <> l! •.•. Jd il n·;, in~ o" c.·.Pt l' . In thi:: Ot'll-
0-:>Cti:on , on t l c fi::<•t of ~~ reb I put. into P. rf~ct 
• omt> r ·. ut~ ti ··n" liftiub 1•1-n;t l:'HI-triot i onn upon 
r1 l'llt ct": r.•·n &nf. ~.;r~nt-inL tb e t 1 titioOll p r i vtl"(l!'l.' 
Pith th" Vi!>',' or f> Cilit"tin~;. their trLD:li tiOU l'rOJl'l 
Ct.•let ll Lo o!'fi cer&. The UE. t urP or thitJ ciH.JlL'' ~ou 
Ct n probr bl:t • rP "POi • te from Lh<' rc ct t hr. L 1 ocr lly 
1.t \''ro t Point ~ltr. l'il'St clli~sm<-n E.!'l' uow hc 1 n.::; r P­
fF>r>·P<l t o tJF Thi rd Li ,..ut en>nt s . 

! •io not meEtn to i.nfe r t bt. t w y oth c:"r 
U hc> n l -min<!erl eup,ri n t ,onJent mi ¢h ~ not o ccornpl1 ell 
f,o tr.uch or !'V!'O mor" tbf'n I ccn cccompl1~h but I 
l u.:v" t.ll'-'f l:r rn> J,.. the e rotln ·:- ···ork Mtl l : m m• ·ki ltL 
mucb prot.r" t:IJ •·n •l I c~o.nnot hf'lp bnt f••r 1 1'l'om 
m.v o•·m ••>-pC'!'i PncP t L•.t t o; ott.e r tn::n cor• i nt., in 
woul.l t"i Lber t b~:>n<lon •· h>.t I ha ve st • rt r·d o•· pot>tponP 
1 n;· rurthc>r r.ct i on llllti l !:e b t- ' s<>"'V" tl,e :·,.. .. r or 
11'0,.,, thr t •ooulr' 0" r."ll'''-'SC ;-,· to O"<'Omc thO"'Ut.t' l·r 
orif\nt,..~ . 

p .... reo!u- 11:1 , : s;: I L. :-s\ 'n. Et 1 , I 1 ~ •• , .,. l•.r 
to .\) n·rth!n; o~" r~rv, tt:y-~t.r-··p I •Jr. r.~"·tf". • · ::,.· 

"lr int""'"t;t 1 r i r. ~h,.. -ilH: ,., .. c~ •"L.~· · I ~,. .. l t l • t. if 
1 n .. "''I lit."'' r. ~• d<>·' - e !>le i t i : "lOt · :;t,.,ri• l to "·~ 
t l · t. tt•"',' d•ow ...,,.. '""o:~pli d!" in '' • .• 1:11< 1.~ Li~n 
bu t 1" t>i:;: dr>. ir. i Ll. t. tit- .Loul h• • ·<'t'' ">li• J,,.t , 
J f",.r,. t l ~ t :!•!.,L' ·t ;ii: ti u lt)Ul r•: ult •\. tl., 
•·, r 1 ·•:. t i r: <l•· lt~p i tJ ;,~ i ·· r ccon_pli :-·t.r..r :~:; . 

:In tLP otl. " l' h<.n . , i r "'=' t "ll'l•· .1~ 1 "' 1 n l 
c-~l j ,.ct.t v•: :o nut I~P~ t witt& f r ·;or LhP. FOono•r l t ::'. 

I ~>ll t ''"' Lh"' hr·tL"l' · 
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Memo to President f r om General Viatson- - -Maroh 26 , 1940. 

Re1phone ca ll from Jimmy Byrnes about previous idea of 
his for Sec Hull to speak to the President about 
advisibility of puttipg a little pressure on 
Sohwellenbacht etc , etc . 

See1Senate folder- Drawer 2- 1940 

• r • 



llllo!OIAIDUII POR CIIDIUL WA!SOI PROJI IUD&tt WBUUa 

SDol•'ac ... p&toh 1'1'• 6 rhl•"ccr JIU.U. ot Nt lie lMO 
N attao~ Of1P7 ud tra.latiaa ot atMatloatN Of¥V7 ot eCIIII'i~ 1Ditawt1aa ruwU7 1;.-4 i:o tile prua 
1B au nr azul Ou n a 1 ap1e4 Polad. 'bJ the aa • 
}la'opapacte V4"'•'tl7· 

lllD1dlr %e1 .. .., caw t:M ~ - .... 1144lo and 1DtotiM4 h1a 1B .wteturt ooDtl • 1 that 1t ha4 beWl auw e4 u4 fw rW 1:o h1a 1:17 1711100 Jamaae R&4aiw111 • 

.. ,,..._folder Oswca f-1MO(.Apr11 4, lHO letter) 
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LETTER TO GENERAL WATSON EROLI EDGAR HOOVER-Ap~l 11 , ~ 

Re •Vincente l.ombardo Tol ede.no who is head of the Confederation 
of Mexican workers and whose ·organization is going to 
publicly protest against "Yankee Imper ial Government on 
April 11 , 1940 , 

See:Edgar Hoover- Drawer 1- 1!?40 

, 



COPY 

April 16, 1940. 

lffi?,!ORANDU1.1 FOR TSE PRESIDENT: 

Stanley Woodward of the State Dept 
informs me that your messal!:e to MacKenzie Kim; has 
been delivered, and that MacYenzie Kinp; wi 11 write 
you f r om Vi r ginia Beach directly to the President. 

See : Canada- Drawer 4-1940 (for original memo) 

E .M.VI . 



8-27-40 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Confirming my report to you, 
Congressman Murdock or Utah ' phoned 
that he had long distance conversation 
with Smith and Smith will not resign. 
Murdock says, however, that Smith assured 
him that he, Smith, would not object 
to the President reappointing Uadden 
with the statement that he, Smith, would 
not be reappointed at the expira tion of 
his present term. 

E. M. W. 



- ----- ------ -

, 

' 
• 

llea~o to PDR from General Watson--Oct_~. 1940 

Rot Lord Lothian leaving on hio l!ioaion of "hich tho 
Preai dent 11 a.wa.re. 

See tClreat Bri tt.in- Drawor 4-1940 

'· 



~o from General Watson to Sumner Wollea Dot 8 , 1940 

E11olooing letter from l!intm-n R. Sodglriok(""lch wu 80nt to 
tho Prooidont by Catherine Grent) for his lnfor=ation. 

SoooSodglriok-Gon carrea-Drawo.r 5-1940 
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Memo to General Watson from Edgar Hoover Oct 9, 1940 
transmitting memo dated Oct 9, 1940 pertaining to the improvement ot Mexican west 
coast porta and the construction of the !.texioan oil pipeline. 

SeetEdgar Hoover folder-Drawer 1- 1940 

• 

... 



FDR memo of Oct lOth 1940 to General Wateon to tell 
Hamilton Fish Armstr ong to keep quiet £or the rn~ent on what he ought to reply to 
Premier Sikorski and Foreign Minister Zaleski. 

See: Armstrong-Gen corres-Drawer 2-1940 



Re r---Memo f r om L, Mellett to FDR i0/12/40 
Thinks it might be ser foua error to 
delay draft etc , FOR 1 s memo to Watson 
to talk to Mellett--Wateon 1 s reply that 
he told Mellett that FOR would take up 
with Dykstra when he reports for duty. 

SeerDraft folder-Drawer l - 1940(0ot 15th memo) 

• 
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Letter to General Watson from Morgenth~u--Ootober 14, 1940 

Encloses conf letter to him from Sir Walter Layton 
10/ll/40 with attached summary of supnlies needed to compl ete British Army' s program1 
also document (Secret) containing information of very secret character-- only 4 copies made-­
one for FDR , Stimson Knox and Morgenthau. Asks that no others be made--this correspondence 
is attached to a previous r eport of 10/2/40 which gives picture of Br itish Supp~y 
positi on and supplements in detail orders t r ansmitted to British Purchasing Commission. 

For the above oorres-----See:Morgenthau- Drawer l - 1940(0ct 14th letter) 

• . 

• 
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