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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jenuary 29, 1936.

MEMONANDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Respectfully returned. A classmate of
mine, Colonel T. J. Johnson, in charge of the Army
hemount Service, sees General Mitchell quite often
through his horse connectiond.” Hé reports thdt he
hus recently been hunting with General Mitchell and
finds him sepparently in good condition, ridinmg hard
as usual. I have the greatest confidence in this
officer's veracity.

Hajor Walsh of the Air Corps, who has known
the General &ll his life, states that he saw General
Mitchell several days ago. He had just had all his
teeth extracted and presented a2 pathetic picture. He
vwas on his way to New York for a general overhauling
in & hospital.

Between these two reports is probably his
condition; nuamely, good for & man of his sge (57) and
his active life, with normzl overhaul treatments now
seeming necessary. He has a fine farm at Warrenton
on which he raises horses. I understand this farm is
in his wife's name and was probably paid for by her
money. This farm, I am relisbly informed, is main-
tained with all the comforts and appurtenances be-
coming # gentleman farmer. The General is now being
suea for one humdred thousand dollars for some state-
ments he made in connection with the manufacturers of
airplanes and allied products. I can find no one who
believes General ditchell and his wife in any real
finaneial difficulties.

Liéut- Gf_‘rlﬂ'ﬂﬂl, F- e

ililitaery Aide to The President.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 235, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR
COLONEL WATSON

Will you find out if
Billy Mitchell is really in
. bad health and in need of
financial ald?

F. D- R-




AIR DEFENSE LEAGUE
810 BELLEVUE-STRATFORD HOTEL
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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January 2lst, 19%8. W ¥

Miss Margaret LeHand,

Private Secretary to the President,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.

My dear Miss LeHand:

Again T intrude on your crowded calendar but will you

please give to the President the enclosed letter.

General Mitchell, as should be, is one of the President's
most loyal supporters and he has given to this country

his productive years. He was a great officer, he remains
a gentleman and a very fine citizen. He is in very bad
health and I know that this small amount of money would

be most welcome by him.

With kindest personal regards and may 1936 be the happiest

and nicest year that you have ever known.

Virgil HY Frazier

Secretary

VHF:es




AIR DEFENSE LEAGUE
210 BELLEVIUE-STRATFORD HOTEL
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

January 2lst, 1936.

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Commander-in-Chief:

Under the fine leadership of Mr. Robinson in the Senate there
was passed last week a bill placing General William Mitchell
on the retired list of the Army with rank of Colonel. This
piece of legislation is now in the House. May I, Mr. Command-
er-in-Chief, ask for your favorable support in the final enact-
ment of this just and overdue financial assistance to an out-
standing citizen, who has given to his country the productive
years of his life.

General Mitchell is in bad health - to my knowledge in need
of finaneisl aid. Knowing your full record of just leader-
ship, I humbly ask that you endorse this leglslation.
Faithfully yours,

I

Your obedlent aervenz¥a

Virgil HV Frazier

Secretary

VHF': es
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THE WHITE HOUSE g L
WASHINGTON 9,

Merch 5, 1936 ~! /

FOR: The Commander-in-Chief of the Army und the Navy.
FROM Acting Private Early
SUBJECT: Singular conduct of The Military Aide to the Commander-in-Chief.

The ettached photograph is regpectfully submitted to the Commander-
in-Chief as being especially revesling cancerning the character, technique
end generul modus operandi of his Military Aide.

There is much more in this picture than meets the eye.

Although the train was boarded in the dead of night, The Military
Aiae had the presence of mind to rouse the photographers to satiefy his
passion for publiecity.

Always an indulgent witness when he spesks in his own behalf, The
Militery Aide is likewise careful to show himself to the best possible ad-
vantage in the photogrzph: It will be noted that he has clothed himself in
shining germents.

The poses in the photograph will bear serutiny.

Did The wilitary Aide, under the guise of magnenimity, pose the
dajor Generzl on a stepping block, in order to add to the Major Genersl's
stature or to display his own magnificent physical proportions, even under
nzndicsp?

Why is the Major Genersl wheedled into facing the camera when he
might better direct his gaze and his thoughts to the partially obliterzted
werning: "Wateh Your Step?!

Why did The Military Aide pose the Major General with one foot
planted on the stepping-block &nd the other one planted on the cer-step?

Was this to make sure that the Wajor Uenersl would be thrown flat on
his face if the train moved forward or flat on his opposing surface if the
trein lurched backwards?

Did not The iilitery Aide thus place the Major General in that
position of double jeopsrdy, which the Constitution specifiecally forbids?

If the cese of the WMajor Genersl has been settled, why not in-
vestizete the singuler conduct of The Wilitery Aide?
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Could this not be dane objectively by Naval Court Martial to be

convened forthwith?

Acting Privately,

=

HEN EARLY




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Park, H. Y.
Eﬁ;t-b& 28, 1936,

MEMORANDUM FOR
COLONEL WATSON

Will you find out about
the enclosed without bringing in
Jimmy's name, and will you return
this direotly to me and mot through
the office? |

M. A. Le Hand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

(Enolosure) Letter from Dexter Cooper,
with enclosure from his Attornmey, in
re payment of $10,000, balance due
under the terms of his contract.
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September 30, 1936,

MEKO FOR THE PRESIDENT

Colonel Watson says, under
the law, he cannot be promoted

unless he 1g on the eligible
1llst.

G.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 17, 1336.

MBMORANDUM FOR
COLONEL WATSON

Will you spesk to me sbout
this?

F. D. R.

September 19, 1936.

Respectfully returned.Colonel B.0.Davis
is not on the confidential general officer
eligible 1ist prepared each year by a board of
generals, I verified this personally, and under
the National Defense Act of 1920 it is prescribed
that all general officers of the Line be promoted
from this list.

1)
. f{t. ]q'gai'ri SON

Lieut., Colonel, F.A.
Military Aide to The President.
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F.D. FATTERSON, FoasiDeny LLOYD INAACE, TREARUNER

BoARD oF TRUSTEES

WILLIAM JAY SCHIEFFELIN, CHAIRMAN TUSK EGEE NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE
r::::'“:;:“ FORTHE TRAINING 'OF Cﬂl.ﬂ'ﬂts YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN

CHARLES A, WICKEREHAM
C, E THOMAN

HEHRY B, BowERs

WiIiNTHREOPF W, ALDRICH

MiEHARD H. HARNIE

CLAUDE &, BaRMETT

WALTER @, CALUMP

ALEZAHOER B. BiEQEL . OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
F. D, PATTEREON

LLoYE laasce

Wll.l.lln‘l MoOSENWALD

TUSKEQEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

September 16, 1936

Memorandum for President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Subjeet: Retirement of Colonel B. 0. Davis

I am making this request wihout the consent of
Colonel B. 0. Davis who has been with us at Tuskegee for
some years having been assigned by the War Department as
Professor of Military Sclence and Tacties.

In my opinion, it would be some relief to him if
he were retired as Brigadbr General. Such action, I am sure,
would please the colored people. This aetion would not increase
the budget of the War Department. Such an action, we are sdvised,
is not without precedent. In the case of a colored officer this
was done in the Federal militia when Colonel Dennison was retired.
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THE WHITE HOUSE PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
PAYMENT QF POBTAQE. $ 300
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Colonel E. M, Watson,

Military Aide to the President.




October 22, 1936 v r

Subject "Activities of Japanese Naval and Civil
Personel in Hawaii."

President asks Col. Watson to speak to him about
the above memo etec.

SFE-=Army folder=-(S) Drawer 1--193?(




THE WHITE HOUSE yo
WASHINGTON C 2

May 21, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR
COLONEL WATSON

Will you look into
this for met?

F. D. R,

Longhand memorandum

Woodring

Colonel Allen Gallion to be
Jo~A. G, 1

Sen. Barkley
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WASHINGTON /'t//

. Pebruary 16; 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR
COLONEL WATBON

This, on the face of 1%, is
not a letter from a orank. He
evidently has little Sechnical
ability but has a sense of humor

on the whole, doces not over—-
lhh his case. .'tmntmt in-
ventions have been made on sug-
gestions or olaims that uppuﬂd
such wilder than this.

I, shersfore st that
Jyou h:l.i, oonfidential » With
the Chief of Artillery and see
mm he believes it worthwhile

r:g.ml ¢ test whish in
enal oould be made for a

rnmodm.m-mnm
small socale.

F. D. R.

Letter from Carey DeMent, 1224 Fourth
Street, New Orleans, La.,




February 16, 1938.

My dear Mr. DelNenti~

I bave personally rll"l"ﬂ
yowr letter $o the President and he asks
me to thank you for it and %o tell you

that he is speaking %o the proper people
adbout 1t.

~ Very sinderely yours,

M. A. Lo Hand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

1224 Fourth
New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Carey M‘ﬂ'& E8q.,
h ...l
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February 24, 1938.

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have the honor to attach hereto
the letter from Mr. Carey DeMent to The
President and the confidential study and
report of the Chief of Ordnance regarding
this letter.

Very respectfully,

IN WATSON

Colonel, F. L.,
Military Aide to The President.




ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY CARBON COPY AND ADDRESSED TO

=
R N et WAR DEPARTMENT . m'g: u :
194 PTG, PR YO OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNA w} e
mi‘f“"lollll ﬁl“" WASHINGTON Ra.n I«i’;.mu -
ATTENTION OF
Déeeruary 2l 1938

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL E. M. WATSON, MILITARY AIDE TO THE PRESIDENT.

l. The accompenying letter, from Mr. Carey DeMent to The President
of the United States, dated February 10, 1938 (0.0.400.111/5693-DeMent,
Carey-Incl. 1) hes been studied. After careful consideration the Ordnance
Committee recommended that the ideas presented by lir. DeMent possess
insufficient merit of military value to warrant any development by the War
Department. I have approved the action of the Ordnance Committee, and
recommend that no development of the ideas presented by Mr. Dellent be under-
teken by the War Department. -

2. To amplify this formal, technicel action, the following data may
be of interest in this connection:

The esrliest ettempts to produce such a magnetic gun were made
about 1882, resulting in U. 8., Patent No. 251817. A grest many similar
patents have since been granted.

A magnetic gun is neither theoretically nor practically useful
ag compared with our present modern cannon. The 12.7 pound projectile
in our 3-inch antiaircraft gun, with & muzzle velocity of 2,800 feet per
second and bore travel of .008 second, sttains & kinetic energy of about
1,540,000 foot pounds. This is equivelent to a rate of about 326,000
horsepower.

No such rete of energy conversion from electrical to mechanicel
cen be attained through a magnetic circuit, since the ratio of inductance
to resistance, which is the time constant of a circuit, must be high to
produce a powerful magnetic field. In fact, the liberation of energy in
the rapid combustion of explosives is the only method that has yet been
found to produce the desired result.

While the megnetic method of energy conversion, es submitted by
Mr. Delfent is impracticable, there is a theoretical possibility that the
high frequency discharge of a condenser through & low resistence circuit
could be utilized to produce the repid energy conversion necessary. This
metter has been under study by the Ordnance Depertment s a secret project
for some time as of possible importance for fixed gun instellations, but
is iq no wa¥e£% ETbF&E;used with any megnetic circuit comnection.

r.;.“.‘..":}'EE
wosirlED
J LK. 5200.9 (9/27/58)

W. H, TECHAPPAT
Major General, Chief of Ordnance

late-4 =/ 9-5F

Stgnature. (20 Suis | SECRET




3

h
j‘l'o R

e

February 10, 1938

8e6!

New Orleans, Ia.

Miss Margurite LeHand
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Miss LeHand,

Please wait until you have time to read
the enclosed letter in its entirety before taokling it. Feel
sure you'll fully appreciate its possible significance, and
conseguently guard its contents with absolute secrecy, present-

.-'"".-_
ing it to the President at his convienience.

Yes, the article in the Post prompted me to write to you
directly, as I feel that you are more than just dependable.
Awaiting your pleasure, I am,

Truly yours,

4¢£;Aj;fwEfiiiﬂég%aﬁéﬁ%L-
Carey DeMerit

1224 Fourth Street,

New Orleans, ILa.

{84
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February 10, 1938
New Orleans, ILa.

©

&

President franklin D. Roosevelt EE ﬂ
The White House, tgﬁi“ga
Weshington, D.O. é% %

Dear Mister President,

Am explaining herein a conorete ldea with
complete details that I beléeve will be worth hundreds of

P

millions of dollars, potentially billions, to the nation

e

and therefore of genuine interest to you. My initiasl state-
ments may sound almost fantastic, but please bear with me
as every claim is based on proven sclentific facts, there
being nothing visionary whatever.

Briefly, and to the point, the"following concerns the
vital matter of national defense and explains the construo-
tion and operation of & gun (an artillery pilece of from 4
to 16 inches) that can be fired as rapidly as a machine gun,
at a cost of only a small fraction of the expense of firing
the pleces now in use, and would have a firing range of 500
miles. This sounds preposterous, I know, but please follow
me for the explanation, as I'm sure of my ground having de-

voted many years of thought and effort to the acomplishment
of this end.
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Explosives, ae a propelling force for projectiles, have
probably reached their peak of developement, s0 we may forget
them entirely and consider & newer, more powerful source of
energy. For 8 number of years, electro-magnets have been used
deily in the industrial centers of the Eagt to 1ift enormous
loads. For example, let us consider the type of uluutru—magnat,'l
a pair of whioh, suspended from the cables of a huge crane,
are lowered to the top of the sides of a gondola freight ocar
loaded with coal. The electric current thenis switohed on, and
the ‘'orane 1iftes the loaded car from its track and moves it to
the desired spot where the coal is dumped. The car is then re-
turned, the electrioc switoh turned off, and the magnets instant-
ly release their hold. Needless to say, these magnets exert tre-
mendous power.

Now as an experiment, what {f one of these magnets, whioch
is approximately 2 feet in diameter and 2 feet long, were swung*
over B.pl&c; of iron weighing only a few hundred pounds, but ﬂa—
fore it is lowered to the iron, while still suspended a few feet
above it, the electric switoh is turned on. The attraction of
the magnet would 11ft the plece of iron and draw it to its face
with” such terrific force that both the magnet apd the iron would
be shattered to bits from the violence of the impact.

But nﬁwilat us drill a 6 inch hole through the magnet, K per-
pendicular to its face, though by so doing we lessen its power

to a considerable extent, and use a eylindrically shaped plece

(2) '




of iron, 6 inches in diameter and 2 feet in length, which we
will oall the projectile. We will also ereot 6 guide-rods,
each 1 inoh sguare and 4 feet 1nng; parallel to eaoh other
and perpendioular to the magnets face, leading to the hole
in the magnet whioh we will designate as the bore. The gulde-
rods are held together by two cireular bands, one near each
end nf the rods. Guide-rods and bands are made of a non-mag-
netic metal. There is a simple hand switoh on the high tension
line running to the magnet, whioh we will call the main switoh.
Now inlay a copper stud on the inner surface of each of two
opposite guide-rods, % inch from the face of the magnet, and
run an electric line carrying 110 volts to one of the studs
and run &2 continuation of the 1line from the other stud to the
high tension 1ine that runs to the magnet. On the high tension
line at this point of juncture, install an eleotrically opera-
ted cut off sfituh that will be thrown by an electrical impulse
on the 110 volt line, outting off the current by treaking the
contact on the high tension line. This type of switeh is in
common use, 80 no need of a detailed desoription. We will now
grind out a groove, %#inch in width and 4 inoh deep, around
the projectile, % inoh from its front end, and into this groove
we will place & ring, constructed and operated exactly like a
piston ring around a piston. This ring we will call the con-
taot band.
The magnet 18 on its side, its bore in & horizontal posi-

tion. We now place the front end of the projectile in between




the guide-rods, as one would start to load & gun and turn on
the main switch. The pull of the magnet draws the projeotile
toward its bore, faster and faster, as it slides between the
guide-rods. Then just as the projectile reaches the bore, or
the face of the magnet, the ocontact band toucshes the two studs,
thurah& completing the circuit on the 110 volt line, which act
throws the out off switoch on the high tension line, outting off
the power to the magnet. But the projectile has already gained
oonsiderable velocity and so shoots through the bﬁre on ite own
momentum and would, of course, go some little distance beyond.

We now have 2 start. Simply construot a few more electro-
magnets, identical to the one considered, 10 in all, with an
electriocal cut off switeh to be used with each. But instead of
& 6 inoh bore, drill a 7 inch bore through each of the 10 mag-
nets, and grind out 6 grooves, # inch deep and 1 inch wide,
spaced equidistant, on the inner surface of the bore of each
magnet and running through it from end to end. Then usulﬁ guide-
rods, 1 inoch square but 37 feet in length, instead of the 4 foot
rods. Each guide=-rod should be slightly concave on its inner
side, from end to end, the curve being the are of a 6 inch
oirole. Now, inlay 10 copper studs on the imnmer anrfaoqquf two
of the guide-rods, spacing the first stud 3 feet 11% inches
from the end of its rod. All other studs 3 feet apart.

The assembly of these parts would be graaflr faoilitated,

and acouracy assured, by using a shaft or pipe, its straightness

trued to perfection, 6 inches in dismeter and 38 feet long. On

this shaft, slide the magnets, which are two feet long and two

(4)




feet in diameter, epacing them 1 foot apart. The guide-rods
would then be s8lid in place between the shaft and the magnets,
each of the 6 rods fitting into a groove in the bore of each
magnet, the ourved side of the roda turned toward the uaﬁtur
of the bore. The two studded rods should be inserted on oppo-
site sides. The rods would extend 4 feet back of the firet
magnet and 4 feet beyond the last. The ends of the rods lead-
ing to the first magnet should be flarred out 8lightly to
insure easy entry of the projectiles. Then rivet a oircular
band around the rods just behind each magnet and rivet each
band to each rod at each point of Junoture. Two additional

bands should be thus fixed before the first magnet and beyond
the lagt.

A separate lead wire is run from the high tension line
to each magnet and a lead wire from the 110 volt line to each
pair of studs, with a continuing wire to a switoh on each
high tension line, as previously described.

We now place 4 heavy metal strips, 37 feet long, to the
outside of the magnets, running the full length of the gun,
and bolt each strip to each magnet to hold them together.

We may now remove the shaft and discard it.

But now for one important point. With the gun thus assem-
bled, a projeotile might be placed between the guide-rods at
the breech, the main switeh flashed on, 2and the gun thus fired
with great success, as far as a 8ingle projectile 18 concerned.
But let's make it a rapid fire plece.

Visualizing the course of the projectile as it passes

(5)




through the bore of the gun, the power to the first magnet is
turned off as éh- projectile reaches its face, the ocontact band
on the projectile touching the sfuds, completing the 110 vo1lt
oirouit which throws the switch on the high tension line. The
same thing takes place at the second magnet and likewise at the
third and so on. But from the 110 volt line running from a stund
in front of the third magnet, we run & 1line back to the switoh
on the high tension line of the first magnet, so that when a
projectile turns off the power to the third magnet it also
turns on the power to the first magnet. And thus the hook-up

is made throughout the bore, the 4th being connected back to
the 2nd, 5th to the 3rd ete. It is necessary to install 2 more
pairs of studs, these placed beyond the last magnet, so that a
projectile on leaving turns the switches of the last two mag-
nets back on.

It would be only a gquestion of how fast projectiles comld
be fed into the breech as to how fast the gun could be fired.
With a motor driven conveyor of the endless chain type, the
rapidity would be nothing short of phenomenal.

Now for a feature of great advantage. The rear of the
projectiles would be stream-lined to the Nth degree, something
heretofore unﬁttalnabla. No need to elaborate on this point,
I'm sure. Rifling of bores with the present type of blunt
tailed projectiles is but a poor substitute for stream-1ining.

One reason for using guide-rods instead of tubing between
the magnets is to give free play for the magnetism of each

magnet to exert its pull on the projectiles. The second reason




is to allow the air to escape freely around the sides of

the projectiles, thereby avoiding acoumunlated air pressure
in front of them as is the ocase with a s0lid bore. The faot
that the projectiles are held clear of the bore of each mag-
net by} inoch all around helps in this respeot also, though
the primary reason for this arrangement is to prevent the
magnets, the last few especially, from being overheated by
friction of the projectiles, as would be the case were they
allowed to come in direct contact with the bore.

And 80 here you have it. The realization of the engineer's
dream. The continuous application of power in a straight line.
No reverse of motion to combat as in an internal combustion
engine, nor centrifugal force as in a turbine. Neither do we
rely on a single application of a propelling force as in
present day artillery. A projectile fired from the explosive
type of pilece has attained almost ite muzzle velooity by the
time it has gone the first 5 feet througp a 30 foot bore.

As an 1llustration, & bullet from a .32 calibre cartridge
will travel almost as far when fired from & revolver with
a2 6 inch bore as when fired from a rifle with & 28 inch bore.

As for the maximum range of the gun, find it difionlt

to compute to exactness, as I can find no formula that con-

tffff,EEE_EEEE:EﬂBHE_EEl1 of even the first magnet ipto

feet per second of the projectile. As for the inorease in

the velocity of the projectile as 1t passee through the bore,

have found from actual experiment, ona limited basis, that
it is elmost sguarred by each magnet. Theoretically, it

would be, but & deduction must be made for friction and air

(m)




resistance. At best, ocan only estimate, but as a most oonserv-
ative m.llunlat {on would say that with a ourrent of 50,000 *roltu;.
& 6 inoh gun would fire a 200 pound projectile 500 miles. As
far as theory is conocerned, the muzzle velooity of a projectile
would approsch infinity by simply adding more and more magnets.
For at what velooity would a projectile have to be traveling
for the tremendous pull of one of these magnets, at Q very
close proximity, not to increase its speed? Pardon this fan-
oiful digression, but you get the point, I'm sure.

For anti-airoraft use we would use a projectile made with
several ridges, + inoh high, on its surface, running its full
length. These ridges in conjunoction with the gunide-rods would
keep the projectile from turning more than a degree or two
while passing through the bore. This would enable us to mse a
projectile made of a thin outer  shell, filled with small
pellets of iron or steel, oconstructed so that the outer shell
would be discarded as the projectile leaves the muzzle, only
the pellets continuing, as the shot from a shot gun. This
could be effected by making the shell of separate units, like
the staves of a barrel, held together at each end by a band
that would be constructed by bending a small piece of flat,
resilient steel into a circle to fit around the projectile
and coupling its two ends together with a pin. Now since the
projectile does not rotate at all, by ?irtne of the ridges
inside the guide-rods, a lever may be constructed, on the
rear of the projectile, that prntfuﬂea 1 i{noch from its body.
This lever would be connected to the pins holding the bands

(8)




at each end of the projectile so that when it 18 knooked
back the pins are withdrawn, and the bands, being held under
their own tension, fly apart, allowing the shell of the pro-
Jeotile to do likewise. Each projectile Innlﬁ'ha guided into
the gun with the side on which the 1little lever is set turn-
ed straight up. Then on the muzzle of the gun we will fix a
small metal 1ip, 2 inches long, extending down over the bore
by 7/16 of an inoh, so that as the projectile leaves the muz-
sle, the lever which protrudes up from the surface of the
projectile, at its rear, by % inoh will strike the 1ip which
overhangs the bore by 7/16 at its top, thereby releasing the
pins and thus stripping the projectile of its outer shell
and allowing only the shot to continue. This method would
be extremely effective for anti-aircraft use because of the
high muzzle velocity and rapid firing ability of the gun.
The general idea would be, of course, not to rely on deadly
aim and & direect hit, which is highly improbabtle in present
day artillery, but to literally fill the air in the vacinity
of onocoming airecraft with whizzing pellets so that the enemy
advance would be utterly impossible. Realize that the range
of this type of fire would be far less, perhaps only one
tenth of that of a solid, stream-lined mass. But even so,
that would be quite sufficient. This same general method
would no doubt be advantageous in all forms of artillery,
by simply using larger pellets loaded with a high explosive.
Trust I've not overtaxed your patience with such an &

extended discussion, and sincerely hope I've made MY/ expli-

nation oclear. A1l specifications given are tentative, as

o)




I fully realize the gun could be greatly enhanced by proper
engineering and improved design. This is at best only & rough
outline. There are of course, other methods of breaking and
making contact on the high tension lines, forinstance, but
believe the method described above to be as good as any.

Had hoped for a long time to be able to build a real
working model that wonld demonstrate the Principal more con-
clusively than does a orude verbal description. But 111 health
for the past year and a half and consequent Egamplnrmgﬂf have

me almost at a standstill, though not permanently, I'm sure,

as I'm still comparatively young.
Lack the presumption to dare offer advice as to the neces-

e

81ty of absolute seorecy in regard to this matter. Must assure
i et

you however, that I've gone to an extreme-in k®a ing every de-
Rhdsiedt :

tall to myself. Have even refrained from consulting any indi-

vidual on any phase of electricity or magnetism, a8 there simply

Ten't room for & leak of any sort. Completely destroyed the

only }Ej;}g;moﬁel T've been able to make. It wasn't much more

i —-r

than an experiment made with makeshift materials. Only three

magnets lined up on 110 volts. But it worked. In faot, I con-
sider 1t highly successful, as it proved the theories to per-
feotion. One interesting fact that I ran upon is that although
by drilling a hole through a magnet, perpendicumlar to its face,
we lesse- the 1lifting power of the magnet as a whole, the very
hole itself that we drilled offers a gfronger attraction to a
Plece of metal than does any other point on the face of the
magnet. This sounds almost 1like saying that the hole is the

(10)




sweetest part of a dough-nut. But seriously, the faoct 1is simply
understood when we consider the course of thalnagnetlu waves
about the magnet. They are glad to find thnt'hnlu and really
Tush for it, whioh fits in perfeotly with our 1ittle scheme.

There are a few general 1deas that I might add, though
they are no doubt self-evident. Fnrinutanqg,tha whole gun
could be easily disguised by a thin metal covering over all,
to make it resemble a present type of piece. Even the elec-
tric lines leading to it could be enclosed in pipes or hollow
rods. Its cradle of course, would be at its middle instead of
near its rear, with an excavation behind it to allow its bore
to be elevated. Etoc and so on.

Should I endeavor to express my estimate of you as a
president and as a man, you might mistake such a eulogy for
mere palavor. I prefer to let the fact that I'm placing
this matter solely in your hands to be handled in whatever
way you deem best, express my personal regards.

Would appreciate a reply of the briafaat.uort, 8imply
to let me know you have received this letter.

So here's wishing you continued success in all your
worthy endeavors.

Most respectfully yours,

,‘fﬂ?, Qe Fter

Carey DeMent
1224 Fourth Street,
New Orleans, ILa,
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Washington, D. C.
S8eptember 3, 1938

Dear Pa:

I feel quite concerned about the status of Frank
Andrews after next February when hie tour of duty as Commanding
General of the GHQ Ailr Force is completed.

Here 18 a man who now holds the temporary rank of
Major General and because future provision has not been made
for a sultable status for those who complete this assignment,
he must revert to a colonelecy and be given an active assignment
in that grade or retire in that grade. He 18 far too valuable
and deserving a man for either.

As you may remember, Andrews was glven this command
when it was organized. This wae shortly after the Air Mail
attempt by the Army had indicated the necessity for some one
to take the situation in hand. He inspired his subordinates
by vigoroue leadership, long hours on duty, and the personal
example of a commander who arrived at the subordinate units
of hls command at any time, day or night, flying his own alr-
plane in all kinds of weather. Thle new interest in combat
training made 1tself felt down through the ranks.

A few months after taking command Andrews directed a
concentration of GHQ Air Force units in southern Florida. This
was accompllished in less than twenty-four hours after orders
were lesued. Manoeuvers each succeeding year showed contlnued
progrees in developing the fire power of the units. All types
of missione were carried out both by day and by night in all
kinds of weather. The round trip of a squadron of four englned
bombers to Buenos Alrees i1s an example of the efficiency of this
command.

Some provision by law should be made to give the
Commanding General of the GHQ Ailr Force the same privileges and
rewards as a Chief of Branch which office 18 also by appointment.
Andrews' responsibilities are considered as co-equal to those of
a Corps Area Commander, which 18 also an assignment for a Major
General.

May 1t be suggested that Andrews be continued another
year in his present assignment and then he would have an oppor-
tunity for appointment as Chief of Branch. In the meantime
legislation ehould be enacted so that the Commanding General,
GHQ Air Force, would have the same retirement privileges as a
Branch Chief.

Sincerely,




THE WHITE HOUSE k A
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1938.

MEMORANDUM re Major General Frank Andrews:

I attach a personal and confidential letter
to me from Colonel Walsh, Air Corps, relative the.
status of General Frank Andrews, commanding the
GHQ Air Force under & four-year detail as a Major
General, This Colonel Walsh asked to do as he was
interested in the fact that General Andrews would
revert to a Colonel in March.

Since the tragic death of General Westover
yesterday, this letter has peculiar significance. I
believe Andrews' background and his recent experience
in commanding the GHQ Air Force, the greatest combat
unit of airplanes in the world, would make him
particularly fitted to succeed Westover.

I was at West Point with Westover, Andrews,
and Arnold. They are all very excellent men, and
between Andrews and Arnold there is little to choose
as regards their technical equipment and availability.
There is, in my lhumble opinion, possessed by Andrews
a more seasoned judgment and experience, and balanced
personality. Andrews is senior to Arnold, he being
Class of 1906 -- Arnold 1907. They are both approxi-
mately the same age.

1 -

I WATSON
Colonel, F. A.,
Military Aide to The President.




, THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Warm Bprings, Georgla
November 27, 1938

CONFIDENTIAL MEMO FOR COLONEL WATSON

I am told that Colonel James
Colline of the Artillery is a good man,

Hase he a chance for promotion to Brigadier%

F. D. R,

December 8, 1938.

Respectfully returned — I have known this
officer since West Point. He is an excellent man
and was Aide-de-camp to General Pershing during the
war. General CUraig, in nis attached memorandum,
seems to think his time has not yet arrived for
promotion but will soon, and promised most serious
consideration.

"'\,_\

s

EDWIN M. WATSON
Colonel, F.A.
Military Aide to The President.




WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 7, 1928
MEMORANIDUM for Colonel Wetson:

Colonel James L. Collins, Field Artillery, is the last
officer of the Army who was close to General Pershing during the
World War who has not been promoted.

Colonel Collins is a very junior colonel, but he has
been on the Eligible List practically ever since he has been &
colonel (approximetely two years). His name has heretofore been
carefully considered, but he was not recommended because of his
Junior position and the fact thet some of the men whom he would
have jumped had records perhaps better than that of his own.

When the next vacancies occur, which will be February 1lst,
1939, the record and eligibility of Colonel Collins will receive
careful consideration. General Pershing is extremely interested
in this officer and I am of the opinion that he spoke to the Presi-
dent recently about him.

r,..
1&1'“:5’ Statt.

UL Py lwusevelt Library
P e
L

bul UK. s200.9 (8/27/58)
Date- 2 ./7_ &7
Signature- Wq’,/

MY
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THE WHITE HOUSE \
WASHINGTON

September 29, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The outstanding Colonel of the Coast
Artillery is probably the present Executive
Off'icer, Colonel Joseph A. Green.

He is on the Eligible List and the
one referred to by General Craig as being too
old. He was born January, 1881, and if ap-
pointed now would have several months to serve
before reaching the age of fifty eight, which
I understand has been accepted as the minimum ’
for a Brigadier General.

Very respectfully,

EDWIN M. WATSON
Colonel, F. A.

Military Adide to The President.




THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

September 28, 13938.

AEADRANDUS FOR THE PRESICENTS

I respectfully submit that the recommendatlons of the
har Department be adjusted so that General Andrews would become the
Chief of the Air Coros and General Arnold would become Commanding
General, GHY Air Force for the following reasons:

1. General Andrews has commanded the GH¢ Alr
Force since its creation in 1925. He understands what
must be done by the Chief of the Air Coros organization
to make this imoortsnt part of our natlonal defense an
efficient fighting force and he, Andrews, is orepared to
do these things at once.

2. He is senior to General Arnold. He (4ndrews)
is more even temnered and less impulsive than Generzl
Arnold, and in my opinion has better judgment. His selection
would be osopular with the Air Corps officers, &nd he would
have their loyal suppjort.

3. General Arnold is oarticularly cualified to
command the Gy Air Force. He is by temperament the type
most suitable to command duty. His experlence as fssistant
Chief of the Air Corps would enable him a= the GHY Commander
to eooperate intelligently and efficiently with General Andrews.

Very resoectfully,

Col, F.h., Wilitary Aide.




MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESIDENT.

I call attention to the fact that in the recommendation
Colonel Maxwell Murray to be brigadier general, the entire classes
of 1905 and of 1906 are eliminated. These two classes contein
outstanding men. I have particular reference to Colonels Sherman
Miles, Cortlandt Parker, and DeHussy Hoyle. These three officers
have & general efficiency rating superior to that of Colonel Murray.
I give the actual rutings, based on a meximum of 7.00:

Miles £.96
Hoyle 6.94
Parker 6.48
Murray - 6.16

It would in my humble opinion bte unfortunate if these three
officers should be passed by a junior officer with a lower rating.
The morale factor would be bad for the Field Artillery branch.

Miles Born December 1882 (1905)
Parker Lecember 1884 (1906)
Hoyle September 1883 (1906)
Murray June 1835 (1907)

This report pertains only to the Field Artillery, my own branch,
with which I am already familiar. I would like a couple more days
to study the situation in the Coast Artillery, Engineers, and
Cavalry.

Very respectfully,

aH

win M. Watson,
Colonel, F.i.,
Military Aide to the President.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 28, 1938

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

A recommendation that Colonel Shedd,
Coast Artillery be promoted Brigadier Gensral,
would eliminate the Class of 1906, Colonel Shedd
beingz 1907. There are two men in ths class of
1906 -- Colonel Green and Colonel Williford, who
are outstanding. To pess over these men would,
in my opinion, be bad for the morale of the Comst
Artillery Corps.

Very reaspectfully,

Edwin M. Watson
Colonel, F.A.
#llitary Aide to the President




ARNY AND NAVY XUNITIONS BOARD

All reports from the Above Board,which ferms pars of
the Oeneral Board, om the following subjeet:

FORRION IES FOR PRODUCTION OF MUNITIONS outlined
Emégh.m—.mninm
Louis Jolnsom.

See: Rew File(¥ar Dept folder)Drawer 4-1939
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THE WHITE HOUSE

I‘&\
/J WASHINGTON

g

Memorandum For The President.

Dear Mr. President:

Arter our conversation this
morning I went imuediatel; to see veneral
Craig and he has held up any retirement
until an expression is ziven him fromn the
white House to procead.

In other words General Craig
now states the only irregularity would be
in retiring before a year without going
before a retirement board. However, lLe says
I can serve on as a General on the active
list until I request retirement, .

Your suggestion as to detailing
me, worded in the same way that Harrin:ton's
designation was, would seem to it the case
perfectly ana could be done immediately or
a4t your convenience, i

Very res p::ﬁtl'ully ,




) o
}‘ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 22, 1939.

B s —

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Pursuant to your instructions I have had a conference with
the Chief of Staff, General Craig; the Judge Advocate General, General
Gullion; and the Chief of the Military Intelligence Division, Colonel
McCabe.

General Cralg stated: "I will at once commmnicate with the
Commander, Fourth Corps Area, to prevent any access to the Fourth Corps
Area records on the part of aral Mosel or to obtain any copies
or data in any of these records." ce 8 statement by General
Craig, he has phoned me that it has been accomplished, and he has also
made the prohibition apply to any personal files that may be at Head-
gquarters.

General Gullion stated: "In my opinion it would be an unwar-
ranted search and seizure in violation of the Constitution for any
representative of the Army or of the President to seize forcibly or by
stealth the private papers of General Moseley now in his home or on
his person. What powers the Dies Committee may have regarding such
seizures, I do not know. There is no objection to the action whiech
General Craig has just stated he intends taking.

"I shall immediately undertake a study of all matter which I
can have made available to me by the Dies Committee. I shall also at
once study all files relating to General Moseley in the War Department
with a view to seeing what offenses denounced by the Articles of War
he may have committed. If permitted by Mr. Dies, I shall have a representa-
tive before his committee to watch the proceedings with a view to learning
other details of General Moseley's activities. If the presence of my
representative is denied by Mr. Dies, I shall obtain the copies of the
proceedings of the committee as soon as they are available and make a
special effort to get those copies at the earliest possible date."

Colonel McCabe stated that a thorough search will be made of the
files of the Military Intelligence Division, and any relating to the ac-
tivities of General Moseley will be turned over to the Chief of Staff in

the morning.

I have asked Mr. James Rowe to immediately get in touch with the
Department of Justice and find out what, if any, powers the Dies Committee
has to get these private papers.

This is the present status of the investigation.

Respectfully,
- - - -x "I
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THE WHITE HOUSE 2 -
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1939,

T e .

MEMORANDUM FOR
PA

Will you tell Congressman
Smith that the British had %o make
a rule not to acoept presents on
their trip? However, I suggest
you tell Little Lord Fauntleroy,
the King's Equerry, about 4%, and,
at the same time, explain to Lady
Godiva that I am accepting the
ocopy offered to me. FPerhape the
King's oopy ocould be sent
Buckingham Palaoe,

F. D. R,
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January 4, 39«0

MEMO FOR GENERAL WATSON FROM JAMES ROWE, JR.
Encloses memo for the President

Re-Senator Guffey and the reappointment of Tom
Woodward as Meritime Commissioner ete ete.

Seei18enate folder{Jan 4-1940 memo from Rowe)Drawer 2-1540
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Letter to General Watson From Welles--January 5, 1940.
Enclosing despatch No 539 of Nov 28, 1939 from Ambassador
Davies in Brussels. who reports conversations he had

with Prime Ninister Peirlot and Fereipgn Miniscer Spaar,

See: Belgium folder-Drawer 1-1839
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Memorandum from General Watson for the Fresident--Jan 5, 1940,

Enolosing summary on FINLAND given him by Minister Procope.
See:Finland-Drawer 41540




MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON FROM D. J. CALLAGHAN

L

Re=President Queson's despateh to Thormyoroft Co of
England to walve contractual delivery ot two motor torpedo boats
Just completed for the Commomwealth %ov, which leaves gate opem
for negotiations between Finnish Embassy in London and Thornyerof't.
Procope has been advised,

BeerFor the above memo--See:Navy--Drawer 1-1540




Copy PQF‘»“'

"'“_fmuy 10, 1940.
’ ~

My dear Gemeral Watsoni

I am enclosing a copy of Ambassador Biddle's
strioctly confidential despatch No 5 of November 29, 1939 which
was marked for the Presidenmt.

In this despatoh the discontinmuance of the protectiom
of Polish interests in Germany by the Swedish Legation at Berlin is
reported.

S8incerely yours,
Sumner Wells
Encleosure:

From Angers, No 5,
November 29, 1939

For despatch--See Poland folder-Drawer 4-1939




January 19, 1940,

Memorandum for Gemeral Watson from Roberta Barrows 1-19-40

Re-Attached memo dictated to her over the telephone by Jesse
Jones.

Subject:Finland's debt and Russian Gold Bars which were bought
in Nov and Dec.

See:Jesse Jones-Gen corres-Drawer 2-1940
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lMemorandum to General Watson from Marshall-War Dept- Jan 29, 1940
Re=lMessaze which he meant for Admiral Stark which went to
Admiral Byrd having been relayed wrongly by operator who read

Stark as Stork and stork being a bird, he sent it to Admiral

; Byrd in Little America.

See:Navy folder-Drawer 1-1940 (Dan Callaghan's memo of Feb T-40)
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February 1, 1940,

MENORANDUM FOR MISS PERKINS:

The President encloses letter to General Watson
1/26/40 from Messersmith who enclosed memo of resume of conver-
sation which member of steff in Mexieo had with Diego Rivera,
Mural Painter, with regard to alleged finmanciel aid given by

Ky, John Lewis of the CIO to Mexican Labor Orgenization.

See:Labor folder=Drawer 1=19540




Mareh 5, 1540,

e —

Conf Memo to "Naval Person" (Americam Embassy-Londom)
From the President

Attached is memo to Presidemt from Adolph Berle-March 5, 1940
Re: President's message to Naval Persom

Seei1Berle—-Drawer 1-1940
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MEMORANDUM TO SECRETARY WOODRING FROM THE P RESIDENT-March 11, 1940

ReiRailroad bridges soross the Potomas in case the ome in
existence now should be blewn upe-could tracks be laid
soross Georgetown or Memorial bridges ete?

Woodring's reply of April 12, 1940 to above memo with the

map of Potomao River and data for possible expedients om

the KEY BRIDGE-=MEMORIAL-el4th STREET BRIDGE is attached,

General Watson's memo to the President of March 9, 1940 is attached,
SeetRaw File-Drawer 4-1939




llsmo for the President from General Watson

Re:FPhone call from LaGuardie who undestcood that
Hall Roosevelt got impression when talking to
him that he was critical of the A.A.,A, Mayor

says, on the contrary etec ete.

See:laGuardie-Gen Corres=Drawer 2-1940 for memo

-




Merch 18, 1940

PFRESONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Benedict:

Here i8 your original lettor, my
memorandum to the President end your recent
letter. The President has seen this but he
is the only one who has seen it.

Yours,

EDWIN M. WATSOR
Secretury to the President

Brigadier Generel Jay L. Benedict, I
Superintendent,

United States Militery Academy,

West Point, New York.

Fnclosure. (Letter from Genersl Benedict dsted Mareh 6,
1940 re chenge in Superintendeney at West
Point, lemo to the President deted Msrch 6,
1940 end letter from Genersl Benedict dated

March 11, 1940.




Copy
Hesdijusrters
Inited ctetes Militory sceidemy
Weet Point, Wew York

Moreh 11, 1940

Srigedier Ceneral T. M. Watson,

The Yhite House,
weshington, D. C.

Decr Pg:

I know you beve ¢ herd Job but thet it hes some compen-
sttions is evidenced by & Weshington Post picture of Noreh Sthil

Vhen I returned bheres T checked on the racord of Wilcon.
He wes on duty lere for six yeers ef executive officer, rhout
three yeurs with Cenersl W, B, Emith enld his lest three veurs
with Ceperel W, 2. Connor,

I Eope vou heve destroved the nemo I left wiih you., It
might be interpreted g8 irrspuler wherece the leet thipg I would
think of would he either to be, or sppacr to be, divloy=l to
cocretiry Voodring. iy only purpose in subtmitting the memo wes
to respond to vour rejuest for informetion. In fuet T hope it
will not become kKnown thet we esven discussed the pubject es such
heppenings ere o Pretuently misindterpretedl.

-
T

"hen toe metter we diggcussed is.satsled T hope vou cen
£ L
find = moment to drep wa & lige,

I em Atirlosing some o=ders recently fzsued thet shoulld
be of intavest Lo en old pred.

Lhb BVAT

Juperintendent.




Copy
TEF, WHITE HOpeW

Y GHINGTOR

MFROR/NDUY FOR TIHF PRESIDENT:

I £ekad Cenersl Benedict for
£ stetement of the situetion et West
Point re & chenge in the Superintendency.
It is stteched he-sto.

I “thought you chould zee thie
before the Ceeratesy of Wor brosclies the

subject £t Cebinet meeting.

Ll Lid g 1 L




Mureh 6, 1940

Desr Ped

I deeply epprecicte your telling me thet
there was some move on foot to trensfer me from
the Nilitery scedemy. I sm, of zourse, rexdy to
perform to the best of my sbilite eny duty to
which I mey be ussigned, bhut I hope that in recching
tny deeision some of the rersons why I feel thet I
should stey &t the Militery secdemy will be given
coneiderction. Pearsontl considevetions heve
nothing to do with these rersons. Thev s pe hesed
solaly upon whet I consiver to be for the good
of the service cnud the ..celemv,

I hHuave been ot the ricedemy for bwo ver pe,
It took me rhout + verr to becoue thoroushly
oriented end to determine whit chingee T thought
wouls he beneficiel end how ther could he put into
effect. Meny minor chengss elong the lines of
liberalizetion end improved treining heve been mede
but the me jor chemges thet should be meds pre still
in process. ¢

First: The sevdemic werd is engyesd under
my direction in & complete study of the curriculum
with & view to such revieion e2 s necesstry to meat
modern conditions. I fesr thet much of the work
tlraedy done would be loct under 1 change in
superintandents.

Eecond:  The treining prog=wme perteining
to £11 evme sre now ir process of haling revised
in consultution with Chiefe of /rms.

Third: J »eovieion of repulctions is in

proeess nd my primevy purpose being Lo eliminete
muech of whet T consiler to be wunneessmymy rigidity

*¥




in the Life tnud hendiing of Cedets. In this con-
nection, on the first of Merch 1 put into eflect
esome re_ulctions 1ifting reny westrictions upon

First clesomen end grenting the edditionel privileges
with the view of fneiliteting their trensition from
Cedets to officers. The neture of this cheange you
een probably epprecirte from the feet thet loeully
&t West Point the first clessmen sre now heing re-
ferred to a& Third Licutensnts.

I o not mesn to infer thet eny other
liberal-minded superintendent might not sccomplieh
s muck or even more then I cen scecomplish but I
heve elrasdy mede the ground-work and I em meking
much progress tnd I ecnnot kelp but foel from
my own experience tict eny other men coming in
would either ¢bendon vhet I heve sterted or postpgone
eny lfurther sction until ke hed served the vozr or
more thet =ould be necesserv to hocome thoroughly
oriented,

Pergonelly, #8 I have seild, T om vesdy

to 1o rmrthing or rervae inyvhers I snm nesied. v
big interest 16 in the Eilitery fordenive T Toel thet
Fay chengee ern desireble it 1o not meterirl to me
thet they shoul!l he sonomplivhed in ry ¢ ininisb»s tion
but my big derire ia thet
I Parrthrt v shunpe st this time wouli m™sult ¢t the
\ lecst e deley in thelr wecomplisbment.

I

On the other hend, 41 py tendencissn snid
ehiretives do not meat with fivor the sooner I &m
fent tvwiy the better.

Sinteraly,

/af Benedict,

e shoul? be pacomplished.

ik




Memo to President from General Wﬁtscn——tgpynh 26, 1940,

Re:phone call from Jimmy Byrnes about previous idea of
his for Sec Hull to speak to the President sbout
advisibility of putting a little pressure on
Schwellenbach, ete, etc.

See:Senate folder-Drawer 2-1940




_April 7§, 1940,

e e ———

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON FROM SUMNER WELLRS:

Enclosing despatoh from Ambassador Biidle of Feb 28, 1540
re attached copy and translation of authenticated eopy
of oonfidential instruotiom recsutly issued to the press
in Germany and German occupied Poland, by the German

Minister Zaleski gave the eopy to Amb Biddlo and informed
him in strictest confidence that it had been secured and
forwarded to him by Prince Januss Redsiwill.

See:France folder-Drawer 4-1940(April 4, 1940 letter)




PSF: Wetaer

IETTER TO GENERAL WATSON FROM EDGAR HOOVER-April 11, 1940

Re:Vincente lombardo Toledeno who is head of the Confederation
of lMexican workers and whose orgenization is going to

publiely protest egainst "Yenkee Imperial Government on
April 11, 1940,

SeetEdgar Hoover=Drawer l-1940




COPY

April 15, 1940,

WEMORANDUNM FOR THE PRESIDENTS

Stanley Woodward of the State Dept
informs me that your message to MacFenzie ¥inec has
been delivered, and thet MacFenzie ¥ine will write
you from Virginia Beach directly to the President,

See:Canada=-Drawer 4-1940 (for original memé)
E ' M . W .

B\
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

8-27-40

e

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Confirming my report to you,
Congressman Murdock of Utah ' phoned
that he had long distance conversation
with Smith and Smith will not resign.
Murdock says, however, that Smith assured
him that he, Smith, would not object
to the President reappointing Madden
with the statement that he, Smith, would
not be reappointed at the expiration of
his present term.

E. M. W.




¥emo to FDOR from Genmersl Hhtnﬂn--ﬂnt ﬁq 1940

Re:lord Lothian leaving on his Misslon of which the
President iz aware,

Ses:0reat Britain-Drawer 4=1940
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lbgmp from General Watsen to Summer Welles=-Oct 8, 1940

Enclosing letter from Minturn R. Sedgwick(which was sent to
the Fresident by Catherine Grant) for his information.

See:Sedrwick-Gen corresg-Drawer 3=-1940
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Memo to General Watson from Edgar Hoover Oct 9, 1840

(f _

transmitting memo dated Oct 9, 1940 perteining to the improvement of Mexican west

coast ports and the construction of the Mexican oil pipeline,

See:Edgar Hoover folder-Drawer 1-1940

ﬂif;rﬁ
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FDR memo of Oct 10th 1940 to General Watson to tell
Hamilton Fish Armstrong to keep quiet for the mément on what he ought to reply to
Fremier Sikorski end Foreign Minister Zaleski.

See: Armstrong-Gen corres-Drawer 2-1940




Re:---Memo from L, Mellett to FDR 10/12/40
Thinks it might be serious error to
delay draft etc. FDR's memo to Watson
to talk to Mellett--Watson's reply that
he told Mellett that FDR would take up
with Dykstra when he reports for duty.

See:Draft folder-Drawer 1-1940(0Oct 15th memo)

We*
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Letter to General Watson from Morgenthau--October 14, 1940
e —— N e e o e ———

Encloses conf letter to him from Sir Walter Layton
10/11/40 with attached summary of supnlies needed to complete British Army's program;
also document (Secret) conteining information of very secret character--only 4 copies made--
one for FDR, Stimson Enox and Morgenthau. Asks that no others be made--this correspondence
is attached to a previous report of 10/2/40 which gives picture of British Suppdy
position and supplements in deteil orders transmitted to British Purchasing Commission.

For the above corres=----See:lorgenthau-Drawer 1=1940(Oct 14th letter)
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