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PERSONA.L & CONFIDF .. NTIAL 

Dear Kr. Preeidenta 

Here ia the Kanaae Senatorial aituationa I 

have been a.traid ot Winrod. .tor aeveral years. Be baa all 

th8 elements or danger. Be was a tent Evangeliat and knowa 

the trick• o.r Father Coughlin, Buey Long, and Billy Sunday. 

Be is a nice blend ot tbe three, temperamentally, i ntellec­

tually, morally. Until six or eight months ago, he ne aell­

ing Jew-baiting literature in a little aeventh day lllillennial 

paper which he circulates. Be aold, tor inetance, the •Protocols 

of Zion". I b&ve JD&de it f11Y buaineea to read hie Weekly for 

several yeare. And when I saw tbe advertisement of the Jew­

baiting literature ~out, I was acared. It was about the 

time tb& t he loomed into eome alight na t1 onal prominence 1n 

the tight on your Court Bill. The political hookup waa obvioua. 

Be baa all the money he needs tor the radio, which ia expen­

sive, and he baa been sending out, tor more than a year, about 

aixty thoueand weekly le tters well. stuffed with printing-­

circulars, millleographed addressee, eto--1nd1oat 1ng that h8 

baa support--and lots or it. I beard the other day that he 

dropped a one hundred dollar bill in the plate at a negro 

church meeting after one of hie own rabble - rousing addreae. 

He speaks well , either on the radio or to an audience, and 

ie a strapping, handsome, amooth-talk1ng u.n much like a 

medicine vendor or a soap-peddler. H1a religious angle is 

in t eresting. He ie tour degrees sub-Baptist, more funda­

mentally than Bry~believee in all the prophecies o.r Revela­

tions. The Methodhte 1n Kanilaa aN uneaay about him tor 
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he 1a violantl,- mti-llethodiat. The,- are too liberal tor b.la. 

It 1a importmt to know Ul1a 1D &Jq eatiaate you •Y make ot 

h1a political atrenath. Por one cannot aaau.e that he 1a d.ia­

honeat. He reall7 bel1eYea it. 

B1a political appeal 1a 4eepl,- reactionar,.. In 

tbe priar,. ha 1a gaining hea4wa,-. Unleaa we can change tl» 

Republican dtuation. he will wiD~ 11.. ~--, · 
Now tor the Republican Senatorial aituation 1D 

th1a atate 11bich you baYe a right to know: I am aupporting 

Clyde Reed, but Reed 1a a aick .. n and cannot •ke a campaign. 
fMW 

Reed '• atrength ia bia pla ttorm appearance. 1li haa got to 

depend on a hand•ahaking campaign. Aa a band-abaker. be 1a 

warae than old Benr,. Cabot Lodge. He can pile up the votea 

1D a Court Bouse aeet1Dg and loae them when ha marchaa down 

llain Street tr,-1ng to be amiable. Be baa a tougb-tibered 

brain'. He knowa what it means. He 1a courageous and be 1a 

fundaentall7 honeat. Given his normal energ,-, he could l1ok 

1Unrodf for thia 1a after all a liberal a tate. Running aga1nat 

Reed and WiDrod 1D the Republican priJDaries is an amiable, 

' 
• 

band-abaking Oheah1re oat n11111ed Dallaa Knapp who still th1nka 

in terma ot' Blaine and Logan. He will garner a few votes 

fr0111 Winrod but he 1a comparatively unknown. 

Reed's trienda,and I am one, are trying~~ get 

him out of the race and get another more competent liberal 

in the race, or a good aiddle-of-tbe-roader, like Congressman 

Clifford Hope, or Homer Boob. fonDer Congressman , or Frank 

carlson. But Reed ia aick and stubborn and we are up againat 

a terr1bl7 bard propoaition. And the time 1a ahort. 

How about tbe Democratic ai tuation: So far. 

McGill ia unoppoaed for renomination, aa you know. But a 
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atrong group of D .. ooreta who aore or leaa control the Deao­

cratic political aachine, do not like McGill. They are not 

entirel7 reactiona1"7, nor conaervative. 'l'hey are ottended 

Democrat.. Th8)' wanted Harry Woodrlng and then they. wanted 

Dudle,. Doolittle to run, but they teel cheated and iapotent. 

'l'he7 are not atrong D\lllerioall7, but they are powerful poli­

ticall7• What the7 woul._d do it tb8 race lined up between 

a clever rabble-rousing conaervative like Winrod and Cie 

rather colorless Democratic nominee~like McGill ia almoat 

unpredictable. It 1a not aa aimple a a 70U think, and I am 

scared stiff. My present feeling is that I shall support 

McGill againe t Winrod w1 th vigor and enthuaiaam, which, con­

sidering that I am on the Red Network along with out Firat 

Lad7, a&7 not help McGill. It may chase otf hie oonaerva-

tive Democratic support. But I don't know . I am puzzled 

and of course the weather ia tbe X of our political equation. 

A good wheat crop at a good price, though 70u may mt believe 

it, means Republican votes. This 1a normally a Republican 

state. The minor state officers survived your landslide. So 

did both Houses of the Log1alat ure, and so di d the Court Bouse~, 

And when the Republicans are feeling tat and sassy with a crib 

full of corn and a corral full of cattle, they revert t o type 

and Y.OU cannot make them grateful. .& they might vote for -
Winrod 1n spite of my screams. 

I am satisfied that Dudley Doolittle can beat 

Winrod. It is a question whether McGill can do it because 

he has no personal strength, no charm, no pulling power. You 

can carry Kaneas, (but hardly for a third term) . Your par­

aonal popularity i s strong, unblemished. But in a hot poli­

tical fight, with all the money that Winrod can command, with 
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good orope, good prioee and a normal Republican ewing-baok, 

Mo.ill is in doubt. 

Hoaer Boob could beat billl under tboee oiroua­

stances easily, and 70U couldn't do muob about it. You migbt 

even burt him by a personal appeal it tbe tide happened to 
. 

be running against you. By tide, I mean orope, prices, busi-

ness conditione and a thousand little things that magnifl 

themaelvee in the last sixty days of a campaign. 

It 1e hardly more' necessary tor me to mark thia 

letter confidential than it is tor you to mark yours. It 

John Hamilton puts me up against the wall and Jim .Farley 

stands you up beside me, each of us tor trafficking with the 

enemy, I bope someone will lend us a flag so that we can bold 

it up and tell the world that we cUed tor our country and to 

hell w1 th the party: A swell bunch of last words. 

In the mean time, permit me to repeat the only 

message I would give you on your present job at your present 

aget Watch out for your prostate, the fate of a nation bangs 

on it, Just to give you an idea of bow I am thinking, I am 

sending you today 1 s ecUtorial about Iowa. 

Hon . Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States, 
Wh1 te House, 
Washington, u.c. 

WAW/)l';{. 
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' 

3wuh 9 6NT. 

EMPORIA, KAl~S . , Dec. 9 , 1940 

STl!l'HE,l 'l' . l!:ARLY : 

" . ) 

I, 

Will you kindly get word to the President that I f eel strongly 
that the appointment of V/inants to London would entirely remove the 
imprint of Joe Kennedy's Judas kiss? Winants is so completely the 
opposite in temperament , method and spiritual outlook ~f Kennedy 
that t~e British would un~ersiand hi s appointment and the appoint­
ment of a career di plomat witH less political and moral flare might 
be sad disappointment to Lo ndon. I hope that the President oan see 
this as we, his friends , who are supporting hie cause understand 
the British ambassadorial situation. Kennedy' s exit was pretty 
terrible. 

12:22 a. m. 
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