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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 27, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR PERSONAL FILES

A letter to former Senator
MicAdoo sent from Woodland, Cal.,
September 23, 194C:

WIllustrative of the

Hearst newspaper man who
wrltes one thlng and be-
lieves the other. (See

paragraph #2.

The letter 1s from an independent

publisher.
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October 2, 1940

Dear Mac:

First of all I am glad of the assurange
in your letter of Geplember tweaty-fourth that you
are all right again. Be sure sad ccnserve your
strength and tuke the beet of care of yuurself,

Thank you wvery much for your interesting
observations on the effect of the candidate's progress
through Califorais. I always have full confidencs im
your judgment. I also found particulurly ianteresting
the survey made by our frieand Paul Leake. Plsase
tell Panl I appreeiate having his analysis too.

Hope to see you whem you come to Washington.

Very sincerely Jours,

Homorable William Gibbe MeAdoo,
American President Limes, Ltd,,
8an ¥rancisco, California.

wdh-now




Respectfully forward

the President:
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AMERICAN PrESIDENT LINES, LTD.
SAw FranoIisco

W, 6. MEADOO
CHAIRMAN GF THE BOARD SﬂPtﬂﬂbEr 24, 194[}

The President
The White House
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. President:

Mr. Willkie has just left us after barnstorming a con-
siderable part of California. It occurred to me that you might
like to know what sort of impression he made out here, I, there-
fore, asked our friend, Paul R, Leake, who is the publisher of
the Woodland Democrat and also Vice President of the California
Newspaper Publishers Association, to talk to the correspondents
who accompanied Mr., Willkie and get their reactions. I enclose
Mr. Leake's lstter, which I think sizes up the situation with
reasonable accuracy. My judgment is that Mr. Willkie mmde an
agreeable impression personally, but that his speeches were un-
convineing and failed to make a serious impression. I don't
think he made a dent in your lines in this State. Our worst
troubles are local and come from the heterogeneous composition
of our Party, but from all I can see and learn California's
twenty-two electoral votes will be cagt for you.

I am glad to tell you that I am all right again and ready
for any service to the country which I am considered competent
to perform. I expect to be in Washington October 2, for about
a week or ten days. I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you.

With warm regards, I am

Cordially yours,

) A—

WEm==8
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ED. E. LEAKE PUBLISHING COMPANY
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WOODLAND » CALIFORNIA

September 23, 1940.

Hon. William Gibbs McAdoo,
Emerlcan President Lines,
211 California St.,

San Francisco, (alif.

My dear Senator:

At your request, we talked with a number of newspapermen who covered
the Willkie visit in San Francisco, also in Los Angeles.

Briefly, none of them, excepting one pro-Willkie reporter who 1is
traveling on Mr. Willlkle's train, expects the Republican nominee to
carry California. Ralph Jordan, Pacific Coast editor for International
News, covered the Willkie activities in Los Angeles, and despite the
fact he is filling up the Hearst newspapers with all of the adjectives
in his own wocabulary, as well as those to be found in Mr. Webster's
latest dictionary, in favor of Mr. Willkie, he feels sure that
California will return a smashing victory for the President. He states
that Southern California is too strongly Democratic for Mr. Willkie
to have made any inroads.

Two Washington reporters traveling with Mr. Willkie say he is
theatrical and they are getting tired of the "same old stuff". They
would not concede Mr. Roosevelt's triumph at this time, but they admitted
they do not believe that Mr. Willkie's campalgn thus far has made him any
appreciable number of converts. The United Press reporters who followed
Nr. Willkie in San Francisco said that even Mr. Willkie appeared a bit
disavpointed over his reception here, as he realized the crowds were made
up mostly of Republicans who would vote for anyone to defeat the President.
They stated that his best talk in San Francisco was extemporaneous,
delivered to 3000 employees of the Paraffin Paint Company. He approached
them by stating that he kmew they were all for Mr.Eoosevelt, and he
invited them to "look me over". He posed as one of the boys and seemed
to get away wlth it. The impression created evidently was favorable.

He assured them that labor would lose none of the gains made in the last
seven years, and he praised the President for standing by labor.

The Associated Press scribes were rather reluctant to discuss the
situation. They sald that Mr. Willkle apparently wae "making a hit "
with all of the crowds whom he addresses, but they conceded that his
audiences were undoubtedly partial to him and looking for something fo
apnlaud.

Down at Madera, a little town in the San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Willkie
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was jeered so badly that he could hardly continue his tallt. This fact
did not appear in any of the press reports. His Coliseum audience in

Los Angeles booed the President. The boos were heard over the radio.

Mr. Willkie was annoyed at this because he realized the demonstration

would ereate sympathy for the President and arouse the friends of the

President to action.

Even the newspaper boys on the train,who have become rather
partial to Mr. Willkie because of their closeness to him, admitted they
sense a growing reverence for the President. They hint that even MNr.
Willkie is "not optimisticHf.

One of the boys on the train, sitting with a group of San Francisco
newspapermen at the Press Club, expressed confidence that ¥r. Willkle
would be elected. One of the local newspapermen took a poll from the
narticular group, end the vote stood five to two for Mr. Roosevelt,
despite the fact that all of the scribes are working for newspapers
which are hostile toward Mr. Roosevelt.

A1l of the newspapermen described Mr, Willkie as a "great gwy"
versonally, very democratic and intensely friendly. They also like
Hrs. Willkie.

One of the reporters.,who covered ten speeches made by Mr. Willkie
in San Francisco, told me that he (the reporter) was surprised in the
Italian Section, lmown as North Beach, by the favorable reception given
to Mr. Willkie. He expected some resentment among the Italians to the
President's %tab in the back" speech, but did not think that so many
Italians would go over-board for Mr. Willkie. The reporter learned that
the bankers and some of the business leaders in the North Beach section
are very aggressive in behalf of Mr. Willkie, and have had great
influence in turhing the usual Roosevelt support to Mr. Willkie. The
Republican nominee, incidentally, praised the Di Magzio boys, and this,
of course, evoked a spontaneous ovation from his Itallan audience.

All of the newspapermen who have covered Mr. Willkie are amazed
that his radio talks are so disappointing. They thinic he makes a
tremendous hit talking extemporaneously to small groups, but 1s =
dismal failure over the radio.

We are nassing along this information for whatever it may be
worth to you, lmowing of your great interest in the success of the
President.

Sincerely yours,




AMERICAN PRESIDENT LINES

Tran:-Parifir Service » Round-World Service

211 CALIFORNIA STREET = SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFUORNIA, U. 85. A,

QOFFICE QF
THE CHAIRMAMN OF THE BOARD

September 24, 1940

Personal

Ma jor General Edwin M. Watson
Sgeretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D, C.

Dear General:

Thank you for your letter of September 19th.
I will send it to Mr. Adams,

I enclose a letter for the President which I
wish you would bring to his attention at some con-
venient moment. It occurred to me that he might
like to gzet a report on Mr. Willkie's wisit to
California.

Bgst regards. .

Cordially yoyfs,

L

’

Wl ia_

wWgm-s
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CHARLES MICHELSON
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY

STRICTLY PERSONAL

Dear Steve:
Here's some off-the-record stuff about Willkie and his
tour, that I thought the boes might be interested in,
Thine,
C.M,




——

y Willkie's major labor speech will be in Pittsburg next week.
e believes in going where opposition is likely to be heaviest, hence
the talk on labor in CIO-dominated Pittsburg. He promises to schedule
some noon meetings of first importance to give afternoon papers a
break, all big meetings so far having been at nlght.

He said he had received some reports on the impression he has
made during the western tour. "Someone connected with the Gallup poll"
has told him that, judging from sampling, the next poll will show a 3
or 4 per cent gain in the Pacific Coast states.

At Cleveland October 2, when he will make his second pronounce-
ment on foreign policy, he does not expect to elaborate specifically on
his stand for aid to Britain, such as advocating our sending her bombers.
He szid again that the administration record on forelgn policy has been
"fair" during the past year although the President has been stupid in
several isolated instances. Roosevelt'!s last boner was the '"stab-in-
the-back" speech of June 10. A stab in the back connotes duplicity,
‘whereas everyone knew where Mussolini stood with regard to France. He
will probably touch on this in his Cleveland speech. He also sald he
thought the President was Jeopardizing his popularity (Willkie's words
were "making = mistske") in injecting himself so actively into the
draft situation. He said: "Take the situation in my own family, for

instence. Mrs. Willkie was unselfishly in favor of selective service

—

but now that she has learned her son is in the first group that will be

taken she is not so enthusiastie." Willkie said he thought this

I———,

—
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A/K instance would be multiplied over the country to the detriment of the
President's popularity. He said that he realized the ecriticalness of
the international situation, however, and agreed that the agreement
petween Japan and Germany and Italy might be the crisis which would
sweep aside opposition to the administration and break dovn isolationist
sentiment. Although the situation witﬁ regard to Senator Johnson was
awkward, he did not anticipate any difficulty with isolationist Republi-
can Congressmen, if he is elected because Congress has no control over
foreign policy which is determined in the Senate. When someone mentioned
that the House rules and foreign ait'fairs committees might cut some figure,
he replied that he didn't think the President had more than 10 per cent
of the congressmen with him. For instance, Bankhead and Rayburn, both
good friends, used to call him up and blow up about the President.
Willkie pointed out that if he had wanted to play politics he could have
come out as an isolationist but he hadn't done so because that was
against his convictions.
with adjournment of Congress, he expects Taft and Vandenberg
to campaign for him, he said; also Dewey. Senator Jolmson has agreed to
make two speeches in California, one to be nationally broadcast. Johnson
is not so much of an isolationist as people think, according to Willkie.
Asked if he anticipated that he might have the same diffi-
culties coneciliating labor that the President had encountered with
capital, Me said no, because the White House conference plan to which
he committeéd himself in his farm-policy speech at Omaha was what labor
nad been asking for, and besides, "I can get the support of John L. Lewis

if T want it", By that he meant, he said, that Lewis always wants to

- &
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trade and Lewis would be with him if he made Lewls the right offer, such
as naming the people Lewis wanted to the Labor Relations Board, for in-
stence. It must be remembered, he said, that his company Wwas the first
utility company to sign with CIO. Asked if he would publicly come out
for the AFL amendments to the Wagner Act, as he has done off the record,
he said, "™mot in just those words"., He sald he and Join Lewis had na
#lightful personal relationship". On the other hand, Jom's dislike of
Roosevelt goes deeper than just the feeling that Roosevelt didn't live
up to campaign promises to the CIO. "It is pathological. John never can
forget that he came up the hard way. The President is very genteel and he
is patronizing to John without meaning to be and this drives John wild.
John's sensitiveness over his humble beginning crops up in the impressive
sulites he always engaged at the Mayflower in Washington while I would be
in just an ordinary one, not cafing one way or the other so long as the
arrangement was convenient." Getting back to his basis for believing he
could have Lewis' support, he said that one evening in Rushville - one
dull evening - he had called Lewis on the phone. Lewlis was not home but
the nexg morning had called back and said he would be very interested

in what Willkie would be saying specifically in the campaign. (Forgot to
mention that when Willkie first mentioned he could have Lewis' support,

he added, "In fact, I've been in touch with him since the campaign started",

ipparently, he meant this phone call.)




Willkie intende to moke one more near Southern speech, probably at anh\h.
He told one of my friends he was sensible to the slump after his acceptance
speech but had learned a lot and would make no more bulls,

He ie at outs with Pew and Governor James of Pennsylvania. --Apparently
will depend on Weir to come through there,
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I dinea rast night at Irita Van Doren's apartrent to meet

"erdell Villkie. The others were Robert Kintner =nd hiis wife Srom
Washington, Harold Guinzburg and his wife, and Dorothy Thompson. I
imag’ne Guinzburg and I were asked because we broached the 1dea to
Irita on New Yea:r'ﬂ Day that Willkle could profitably make a trip
to England as a means of putting himeelf in a nosition to reply, on
the basie of first-hand knowledge, to the Republican isolationists who
are ganging up on him. BShe passed the idea on to him, he accepted 1it,
and the announcement of his projected trio was made on londay. I
hadn't seen Willkie since before the campalgn. He stlll strikes me
as an unusually honest, attractive fellow, on tlie right side in general,
not a2t all an intellectual, sometimes a bit naive, but thoroughly ad-
mirable end likeable. I don't lmow whether he had seen Dorothy since
the campalgn but apparently her blasts amainst him hadn't ruined her
friendshlp because he k@saed her on both cheeks.

The flrst part ofs the evening was taken up by talking about how
to imorove the defénse set-up. Kintner was very interesting, and Willkie
showed himself open-minded and fair. He doesn't like tlie dual econtrol
of Knudsen and Hlllman, but sees the difficulties of letting either in-
dustry or labor take control of production. Kintner said he had about
come around to tﬁe view that only one man control would be effective,
and that only a government offlcial could be given such a Job. On the
other hand, thls would open the Administration to charges of dictator-
shlo, wanting to throttle industry, ete. Xintner resorted thnt the

difficulty of the present arrangement was not conflict between Knudsen
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and Hillman, but theat as you went down the line, their subordirates
came into conflict and in particular that the resnective counsel were
always trying to get the better of each other. Willkie hasen't much of
an opinlon of Knudsen's abilities. He thinks him laborious but some-
what obstinate and very slow. He says that he could name a dozen busi-
ness executives able to do the job "ten times as well," and that some
of them at any rate would be able to meet the requirement of having the
President's confidence and heving a proper record on labor questions.
He spoke of the head of the Firestone Company as narticularly equipped
by temperament and experience to push work through regardless, hut zd-
mitted he might have been a political antagonist of the President. An-
ocher man e rentioned, named Woodraff, President of the Coca Cola Com-
pany "one of the best business executives in the country" he thought hdd
supborted the President and also had a good labor record. He said
these were merely men who sbrang to mind, and many others could be found
far superlor to Knudsen in experience and capacity. Throughout this
talk, Willkie didn't show himself in the light of a reactionary business-
man and recognized the difficulty of Roosevelt's nosition and the neces-
ity of meeting Roosevelt's personal reguirements.

As to his oroposed trip, Willkie said that he had already begun to
be subjected to a lot of pressure from businese friends and assoclates
who would like him to go also to Germany to see whether he "couldn't fix
things up," or nossibly to France, "to remort on the need for food."
Charlie Blackwell (whom apnarertly he knows only very slightly) came to
him yesterday from Ambassador Henry-Haye suggesting the latter. I said
at once to Millkle that he would come under great suspicion if he were

to try to visit Germany, and that there wasn't any use in visiting
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France, which is not an international factor in its own right at the
present time. He quite agreed, saying that his only aim was to find
out all he could about the condition of England, in the hope of atréng-
thening his bellef that England could and would continue to resist, and
that we could and should'cnntinue to help her to do so as a prime mea-
sure of our own national security. I also surgested that, in addition
to seeing people responsible for production, etc., in England, he make
a special effort to get inside the minds of peonle like Bevin, and
Dorothy promised him a letter of introduction to Bevin's closest confi-
dentlal assistant. Kintner agreed that a good part of Willkie's effec-
tiveness when he gets home will depvend on the names of the persons he
has seen cabled over by the American newspapermen. He obviously will
want to see Churchill, ¥Tden and other government leaders, but he mustn't
see just them and the King; he must glve an impression of having made
the effort necessary to see average FEnglishimen also, and as representa-
tives of labor and intellectual 1life.

The most interestines part of the evening (and the resl reason for
meking this memorandum about it) was Willkie's extraordinarily frank
statement of the present situatior of the leadership in the Republican
Party. By this term he means esnecially Hoover, Landon, Taft, Vanden-
barg, Dewey, Maftin and Barton (he didn't mention Figh!). As a whole
this leadershio, he says i1s thoroughly isolationist for various reasons:
(1) Willkie 1s in general for the President's foreign policy, for aid
to Britaein, for concentration on rapid defense measures; this means
that enyone with 1944 aapiratiags, or with past resentment towards
Willkie, on any one of a number of grounds, would autometically tend to

take the opnosite stand. (2) Businessrien who have heen restive under
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"New Deal interference" foresee that in wartime the Government would
increase its interference with their affairs; they are the "paying
members" of the Republiecan Party and hence have a strong influence
with potential Republican candidates for office. (3) More busirness-
men are belng won to the apnreasement thesis daily by the zrgument
that the war could be "fixed up" if the United States really exerted
an effort in that direction, and that now that the Nazis have unified
Europe, we could do more profitable business with KEurope than ever be-
fore. (4) What I call "the property nerve" of a lot of rich men is
being brought close to the surface by the imminence of war; they are
afraid that if war comes, they will have to vay Blg taxes and may lose
control of their businesses. The people who on this account are against
a firm policy which entalls the risk of war include not merely obvious
examples like Joe Kennedy, but more respectable men like Jeremish Nil-
bank, of whom more in a moment.

Due to these various reasons, says Willkie, professional Republi-
cans are 2gainst the President's foreign nolicy and have become very
threatening to Willkle because of hig supnort of that policy. "Hoover
is the brains of the isolationist movement today," said Willkie, "Roy
Howard is the general manager or field marshal, and Bruce Barton is
the advertising manager and contact man." According to Willkie, Howard
Zoee over to see Hoover at the Waldorf every day and is in televhone
touch with him half a dozen times a day. Willkle says thet there is
no doubt that these men put Verne Marshall up to organising the "No
Forelgn Wat" committee. MNarshall is a Hoover man who ceme to see Willkie
during the pre-convention campaign, and his associate Davis, interna-

tional oil speculstor, out up $25,000. to prensre Hoover banners and
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leaflets against the posslbility that:the Philadelphia Convention
might declde to draft Hoover. I saild it was too bad that Marshall
had blown up with such a bang so 8oon, before hls connection with
Hoover, Lindbergh and other more respectable "appeasers" had become
well established and well knowvn. Willkle agreed heartily and saild
that since the Marshall groun had blown up, the appeasers had been
Torced to change their tactics and undertake themselves a more open
part in the campalgn against Roosevelt's foreign policy. They have
declded to make the big issue over the "lend-lease" bill to =id
BEritain. The morning the text was received from Washington, Roy
Howard called Willkle up and saild that "this was his chence to show
up that blank-blank as a dictator." He sald he'd like to help Willkie
draft a statement. Willkle renlied that he wanted to read the bill
carefully and hung up. Just as he finished reading the bill, Howard
called up again and sald again that he's like to help him get his
"blagt" ready. Willkie said there.,wasn't going to be any "blast" from
him, because, although he thought the language of the bill a little too
wlide, he was 1n favor of 1ts general objectives and intended to say so,
buf in his own time and in his wven way. A little later Howeard called
up sagain, very mad, saying that he had been talking teo both Hoover and
Landon, and that they were ready "to zo along with him," in fact that
he had "already fixed up Landon's statement for him" and was helping
Hoover.

All this was last Frlday, the 10th, the day the blll was intro-
duced in Congress. Willkile made hls statement in favor of the bill,
and announcéd his trip to Europe, on Monday, the 1l3th. That day Howard

called him up and asked him if he would come to dinner, and he accented.
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Howard bezan by telling Willkle he had missed "the biprest chance
of his 1ife," and that he, Howard, now saw thnt "all the tinme and
effort I have snent on helning you has been wasted." Howers seid
he foresaw that Willkie was going to England to ret "some rore

2ritish nropaganda,” nnd said he just wanted to Five him a warning

that the Seripns-Howerd nepers were roing to "tenp your reputation

to shreds." Willkie said this sort of threatening talk, mixed with
cajolery, continued for about three hours, when Sruce Barton came in
and began taking the same line. Willkle sg2id he managed to keen his
temper, "thouzh if Howard wasn't such a 1ittle o»insqueak I'A have

felt like knocking him down." 3arton tried to tell Willkie that he

was showing ingratitude towards him, Barton, who hnd mrde a "sacri-
fice " in runmning on the ticket with him last November. Willkie re-
marked here tiiat his urging of Barton to run had been restricted to

hls reslying to a beseeching messare from Barton by saving that of

the varlous candldatea suggested Tor l'ew York Senator, Barton- seemed
the stromgeatz Howard said to Wlllkle thot he was going to sho@ up

his "Morgen friends," which Willkie said was silly as he wasn't undep
obligetions to the liorgan people, and ns they had nractically no in-
fluence in the country any more anyway. (I recr®led in this cormnection
thrt I'had seen Howard at Bill Chadbourne's the evening of Wednesday,
Janusry 8, the day he returned from s trin to Washington, azd that he
goent all thie evening telllng us tliat there ought to be a nemotinted
neace, thst Roosevelt warts to get us into war, t'at he is backed by "a

lot -f radicals," and that the real denser to this country isn't from

the lazlisy — s
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but from the Communists.)

I think that Willkie, like many people who have made their
own way to the heights from pretty humble beginnings, 1is rather
more sensltive to threats and criticiesm than he should be. T
don't mean that he has weakened in the slightest degree under
threats from people like Howard or tle arguments from Hoover and
others relayed to him by Howara. Bgt he 1s hurt and worried. He
naturally was feeling pretty mad, and asg the evening went on lim-
bered up to a surprising degree in telling us all the foregoing,
with of course much more detall than I can set down here. Probably
1f he had been in political 1life longer he would take the threats
of neople like Howard philosophically. However, he 1a quite right
in not underestimating the effectiveness of their propaganda in the
present situation.

Willkle added one more interesting fact to what we already
know about the vresent isolationist campaipn. The first he heard
of Jeremlah Milbank's interest in the noint of vliew represented by
the Wood and Marshall committees seems to have been while he was
dovn at Hobe Sound, vacatloning after the campaign, or Just after
his return to New York, Milbank offered to nut $2,000,000. in the
bank, to be drawn upon by Willkie for radio and other expenses, Dpro-
vided he would undertake to head up a camnaipgn arcainst the "aid to
Britain" poliey which, according to IilBank, is drawing the country
into war.

Dorothy inclined to question Willkie's feeling that appeasement

sentiment was increasing generally in the country. She thought it
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was merely becoming more articulate as oprosition leaders recovered
from the November defeat and as stunned reactionary businessmen re-
galned courage. Willkie maintained, however, that appeasement ideas
were taking hold on a wider snd wider groun of influential persons,
though he admitted that they were to be founa principally in the Re-
publican Partykor at least "among the neople who voted for me." He
professed not to be in the slightest degree swerved by any of their
arguments, threats or offers from what hé zaid he consldered his plain
duty. He sald rather whimeically: "I told Roy Howard I wouldn't ac-
cept responsibility for Roosevelt's being President, in fact I did as
much 28 anyone else did to try to see he wouldn't be, but the fact re-
malns he 1s President, he has to exercise the executive nower, and I
want to see a bill pzssed that will permit him to do the Job effectively,
though within some set time 1limit, say two years." Willkade agreed with
Dorothy and Kintner that any proviso making the President's action sub-
Ject to certification by the Chief of Staff or the Secretaries of War
and Navy would be unimoortant, as they are appointees of the President.
I pointed out that the nroposed limitation against the use of American
70orts by forelgn warships was directly contrary to our interests, be-
cause 1if Briltaln were defeated, the first thing we would want to do
would be to get the British fleet safely to our side of the Atlantic.
Willkle entirely agreed and said he was opiosed to any limitntion of
that sort. In fact the only limitation he really seemed to favor was
a time linmitatlon of that sort. In fact the only limitstion he really
seemed to favor was n time 1limit, and he noted that the pericd.ccu?d

hd

be extended leter Eﬁ if elrcumatances demanded.
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 Wendell Willkie nexs: weelk,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 27, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

David Niles asked me to give you this report

on his recent meeting with Wendel Willkie:

"I saw Wendell Willkie Friday afternoon
at three o'clock in his office. I first
tolé him that you would like to have him
as part of your Administration, and also
that you had said that this didn't mean
that he was to give up any of his parti-
san ldeology. He sald that he was very
much flattered and pleased, but thought
that he would be much more useful to your
foreign poliecy if he were not part of the
Administration. I suggested that he
ought not to say "no" without further 2
consideration and he replied that he would
be glad to talk to you about it when you
sent for him.

I had told him that you would be glad
to see him whenever you and he thought
wise to discuss next year's political situa-
tion. You told me to suggest to you when
that ought to be. I think the sooner
the better, and I do not think it is
necessary now to wait until these movie
hearings are over. You will remember that
you had thought it wise not to see him
until the movie hearings were finished.

I doubt if they will be resumed in the
immediate future, if ever."

E. E- w'
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Dear Wendell:

I bave thought a lot about putting
Ben Cohen into ths Solioitor Generalship.
Eowever, while I do’'not think there would have
been any disapproval on the part of the Supreme
Court, yet I semsed that they felt he had not
had enough experience in presenting cases before
them. _ -

On the other hand, they knew Fahy
and liked him and his court work as he had
argued neny cases before them, i think his
selsction was particularly persona greta to the
Court, ineluding not only the new members but
8lso the Chief Justice and Owen Roberts.

Ben ic such = straight shooter and
sueh & wodest fellow, I #lncerely hope he will
continue with the govermment. It 1is reslly too
bad that he has had so much publioity from
colunnists, etec.

I do hope to see you one of these
davs very soon.

As ever yours,

Honorable Wendell L. Willkie,
15 Broad Street, N
New York, N. Y. fdr/dj
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October 14, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

It was said to me the other day, that you
are considering appointing Benjamin Cohen to the
office of Solicitor General.

I am writing you this letter without either
the suggestion or the knowledge of Mr. Cohen, with
whom I have never discussed the subject.

I have known Ben since the very early days
of your Administration. I have disputed with him
much and disagreed with him more, and likewise I do
not agree today with many of his social and economic
beliefs. But I can say to you that from those disputes
and differences, I have come to have a profound
respect for his ability and character. No one in
your Administration has represented you more dis-
interestedly or more zealously.

I would not recommend anyone to you for
official position in whose appointment I had the
slighestest personal interest. I recommend Mr. Cohen

to you only because of his merit.
ly YDWSM

Respect

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Executive Mansion,
Washington, D. C,
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Januery 28, 1942.

Dear Wendell:

I have just received from Ambassador
Winant two photoatet copies of the letter which
you tooxk to the Prime Minister. I thought wyou
might 1like to have one for your files.

Ky best to you.

Alwaye sincerely,

y ../ Y \2-" "‘,},‘_;.‘_,'H'fr

22
A?fi“
W-udaf]?'dillkiﬂ, ES¢ e,
15 Broed Street,
New York, N. Y.

Photostat of letter to Winston Churechill
Enclosures o . 20, 1941 whioh Willkle ourpied with
him. Copy attached for our files.

ol

get/d




'ADORESS DFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHUMGTON, D, G

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 27, 1942.

Personal and Confidenilal
MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

With reference to the personal letter of introduction

to Mr. Churchill which the President gave to Mr. Willkie
at the time of the latter's visit to England, I have now
obtained from Mr. Winant the two photographic coples
which the President desired, one for the White House files
and the other for Mr. Willkie.

The photographic copies are enclosed herewith, to-

gether with a copy of Mr. Winant's communication to complete

j:'t E: N
George M

your filg;.

Enclosures: .
Two photographic copies
of letter.
Copy of letter from Mr,
Wil’lant .




EMBiocY OF THE UNITED oT.Tho
DF :MICSE

London, Januury 5, 194«.

Personul and Cemfidonmtiziz

My dear Mr. osummerlin:

I received your letter of December 5 u few days

2go, and am happy to enclose the two photogrzpnic coples

of the President's letter introducing Mr. Willkie to Mr.
Churchill which 10 Downing oStreet hus been good cnough
to let us have.

| olncerely yours,

JOHN G. WINaNT

George T. Summerlin, wsd.,
Chief of Protocol, '
Department of Stute,
Washington.
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE BEST
AVAILABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL
EFFORT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO
INSURE LEGIBILITY.
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the way, it seems to me tha
problem of Fish is just as much a problem as it was
when we talked it over many months ago. I have
various recoumendations for candidates —— some
Democrats, some Republicans -- but I am still
inelined to think that if Warden Lawes could be
persuaded to run, he would maeke the best showing.

I think he calls himself an Independent Republican.
Hone of the other names are well-known in all
three Counties.

g

As ever yours,

Homorable Wendell L. Willkie,
15 Broad Street,
Hew York, N. Y.
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WENDELL L_WILLKIE{

IS BROAD STREET

NEW YORK

February 24, 1942

My dear Miss lTully:

The President's letter addressed to
Mr. Willkie was received this morning. However,
Mr. Willkie left last night for the west coast.
I shall hold the letter until Mr. Willkie returns,
which will be around the second of March, unless
the President wishes it forwarded to him. Will
vou let me know? Thanks.

Very truly yours,

il il

cecretary

liss Grace Tully,
Secretary to the President,
White House,

washing ton, D. C.
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March 6th, 1942
Personsal

My dear Mr. President:

I apologize for not having here-
tofore answered your letter of the 21st. I have
been absent on the west coast.

The information that comes to
me 1s that Ham Fish will not run for renomina-
tion which, if true, solves that particular
problem. I may learn more about this shortly.
As you know, I am exceedingly hopeful thet all
traces of isolationism cen be washed out of both
Republican and Democratic parties, so that what-
ever debates may occur hereafter will be within
the framework of the recognition of America's
necessary position in world effairs and of world
leadership.

1l sheall, in accordance with your
suggestion, let one of your secretaries know when
I next expect to be in Washington. Thenks very
much for the cordial invitation.

/éﬁm

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Executive Mansion
Washington, D. C.

KL. Ef.; 4 HKJ ‘;';EMF ;;/jfﬁ: .:i{t?'wm"f
“
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April 15, 1942.

Dear Wendell:-

1 did enjoy that little party the
~ other night a lot. We did not get very far
on the Ham Fish matter.

iy best wishes to you,

Always sincerely,

Honorable Wendell L. Willkie,
15 Broad Street,
New York, N. Y.
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PERSONAL
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WENDELL L. WILLKIE
IS'BrROAD STREET

MEW YORK

April 21, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

solved.

Many thanks for your gracious note.
I enjoyed myself very much indeed, in talking
with you.

My information may be incorrect, but
I believe the Hamilton Fish matter is being
I am quite confident Fish 1s going

to be eliminated. As a matter of fact, I
doubt if he even runs.

Resp#etfully,

Hon., Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Executive Mansion,
Washington, D. C.
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June 2, 1942

Personal and Confidential

My dear Mr. President:

Just prior to my last letters to you in
regard to the Ham Fish matter, I had been in
conference with Dan Gleason. Dan had given
me his word that he would do everything he could
to prevent the nomination of Ham Fish by the
Republicans, and consequently, things looked
very much on the up and up. As you undoubtedly
know, Dan died shortly thereafter, since which
time the whole matter has been in some confusion.

I had a long talk with Judge Mack
yesterday about it and undoubtedly he will tell
you of that talk.

y thully,ffﬁfZi;;LELJLﬁﬂﬂxuat

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Executive Mansion,
Washington, D. C.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

July 31, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have spocken to General Marshall with reference to your
note to him concerning Mr., Wendell L. Willkie, and he directed me
to send you the following replys

"I have no objections to offer relative to the
trip which Mr. Wendell L. Willkie proposes in his letter
to you of July 29, especially if the trip is for the pur-
pose of bolstering the morale of the leaders in the coun—
tries which he proposes to visit. I suggest that he be
sent either as your 'unofficial' or as your 'special!
representative.

"Prior to his departure I think you should make
it plain to Mr. Willkie that it is your policy to concen-
trate the means available to the United States in those
areas where they will do most to further our strategic
aims. I believe he should be instructed that he is not te
give the leaders of foreign countries the lmpression that
ne will Sponsor requests for United States troops or muni-
tions. I mention this because our experience thus far has
been that when we s=nd a representative to a foreign country
he immediately embraces all of their problems as his own and
urges the United States to undertake the solution of them.
Each such instance brings about an additional pressure on
the War Department to further disperse our available means,"

>,
tikg Chief of Steff,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
July 31, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL MARSHALL:

I think that for many reasons
Mr, Willkie should take this trip «-
especially to put some pep talks into
the offielals of Egypt, Palestine, Syria,
Irak, Iran and China, I do no% know what
capacity he should go in -- perhaps as a
special representative of the President.

What do you $hink?

Enclosure - Willkle's personal and confi.
letter to the Pres. 7/29/42 saying he would
like to take a trip to the ‘middle East, into
Rugsia and perhaps China,
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WENDELL L.WILLKIE
IS BROAD STREET

MEW YORHK

July 29, 194¢g

Persoral rnd Confidential

Hy de=r Wr. President:

As you know, I would like to take a trin to the
middle east, into Russia and verhans China. I would
like to leave sometime between the fifteenth of August
and the first of September, and return sometime between
the first =znd fifteenth of October; all of this, of
course, if 2greeable to the Government,

[ do not know just =11 that is necessary to be
done in the way of arrangements, as far as the Govern-
ment is concerned. Also you con appreciate that I
would have a good many nersonal arrangements to take
e=re of in advonce. Would it be asking too much of you
if the nronosed trin is agreeable with vou, to refer the

matter to persons who could work out the details with
ne?

1 would sappreciate it mueh if there is no nublie
announcenient made until 1 have an onnortunity to discuss
the form of such announcement, if any, with such nerson
As you might desiernate.

Hon. Franklin D. R
Washington,
0 S 4




APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT

T row  @he Wllyite House

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

STANDARD FORM No. 14A p.SF.:— W F
S

Bashington

NIGHT LETTER

TELEGRAM

COPY
August 2, 1942.

HON. WENDELL L. WILLKIE
15 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y.

AM ARRANGING FOR YOU TO LEAVE ANY DAY AFTER AUGUST 15TH
AGREEABLE TO YOU AND TO RETURN BETWEEN FIRST ANL FIFTEENTH
OF OCTOBER. IT IS MY THOUGHT YOU WOULL DO THE MIDDLE EaST
BUT THAT RUSSIA AND CHINA WOULD BE SUBJECT TO DEVELOPMENTS
WHICH YOU AND I CAN TALK OVER. GENERAL MARSHALL AND GENERAL
ARNOLD WILL HANDLE DETAILS. I HOPE YOU CAN COME TO SEE ME
AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE SO THAT WE CAN HAVE A GOOD
TALK IN REGARD TO IT AND IN REGARD TO A LOT OF OTHER

Eﬁﬁgﬁs. CALL UP McINTYRE AND HE WILL ARRANGE DAY AND

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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The Mhite Fouse .\
Wshington

AvausTt 2, 1942

HON. Wewoewl L. WiLLkiE
15 BroaD STREET
New Yomk, N.Y.

AM ARRANGING FOR YOU TO LEAVE ANY DAY AFTER
AUGUST FIFTEENTH AGREEASBLE TO YOU AND TO RETURN
BETWEEN FIRST AND FIFTEENTH OF OcToBER. |IT I8
MY THOUGHT THAT YOU COULD DO THE MIDDLE EAST AND
THAT RussiAa AND CHINA COULD BE BUBJECT TO DEVELOPMENTS
WHICH YOU AND | CAN TALK OVER. GENERAL MARSMALL AND
GEMERAL ARNOLD WILL HWAVE DETAIL8. | HOPE YOU CAN
COME TO BEE ME AT vnu; EARLIEBT CONVENIENCE 80 THAT
WE CAN HAVE A GOOD TALK IN REGARD TO IT AND IN REGARD

TO A LOT OF OTHER THINGB, CALL SECRETARY MCINTYRE AND

HE WILL ARRANGE DAY AND HOUR.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

COPY 10 MR, MCINTYRE,
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/} WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

August 10, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Air Transportation for Mr. Willkie, Mr.
Cowles and Mr, Barnes,

Alr transportation can be provided for Mr, Wendell Willkie,
Mr, Gardner Cowles, and Mr. Joseph Barnes from Washington to
Egypt on August 20th or any day thereafter, to and including
August 25th, by Stratoliner,

The plane will over-night at Miami the first day, Belem
the second, and Accra the third, reaching Cairo the fourth or
fifth day out of Washington.

 In addition to Mr. Willkie, Mr. Cowles and Mr, Barnes,
there will be 5 other passengers who will be specially selected
from personnel enroute to the Near East.

A plane has been definitely set up for this purpose, to
be available August 20th or such date thereafter as may be
designated by Mr, Willkie,

Lieutenant Ganar&l, U S.A.,
Commanding Ceneral, Army Air Forces.

Franklin p. Rooe

DEGLASSIFIEp ™" “"™
00D DIR. 5200.9 (35/27/58)

ﬂﬂ.t!- -g-- F L < ?
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THE WHITE HC.LUﬁE
WASHINGTON

August 8, 19.2.
MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL ARNOLD

Can you provide transportation
to Egypt for Wendell Willkie, Gardner
Cowles and Joseph Barnes about August

20th, to 25th by clipper or bomber?

F. D. R.
~0ftige, o Gy A.4.7
AUG 10 1942
S

gceive
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August 8th, 1942

ed Visit alie of Mr. Wendell Willkime

Mr. Wendell Willkie called at the Australian Legation on
July 31st, 1942 for the purcose of informing me unofficially he would
be glad to vislt Australis if such & visit would be welcome to the
Australian Government. He added that it would be convenlent for him to
leave almost at oncae.

I told Mr. Willkie that I was aware that the guestion of such a
visit had been under consideration for some months, but that T had had no
dlscussion with the Government for some time on the subject. I said that
1 felt sure that a visit from Mr. Willkie would be very pleasing to the
Government, but at the same time the attitude of the United States Adminis-
tration would be a matter for conpideration,

On 31st July I telegraphed to the Australian Government regarding
a visit by Mr. Willkie, and have now received a reply from the Australian
Minister for External Affaire, Dr. H. V. Evatt, stating that the Government
would welcome & vislt by Mr. Willkie, but that the most patisfectory arrange-
ment would be for him to visit Australla as the representative of Fresident
Roosevelt. Dr. Evatt added that before he left the United States he had
digcussed with the President the possibility of two Amerlcan representatives
vlsltingfgg:thwaatarn Pacific erea, and that amongst others the nemss of
Mr. Hopkins, Admiral Leahy and General Arnold had been mentioned. Dr. Evatt
said that the Austrelian Government felt that the President should have the
benefit of constant reports from the Southwest Paclfic area by persons in
whom he has implieit trust, and stated that the Australian Government would
be glad to do anything possible to assist in this direction. He reguested
me to discuss the matter with President Roosevelt and sugpested that 47
Mr. Hopking and Admiral Leahy were unavailable it might be possible for both

r. Wendall Willkie and General Arnold to visit Australis.
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THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

AUugust 2£, 1942,

uj-._.ll.'-_:'_"lz_.."l LJU.'.l 1' ) i:;n J.I..JI.E:.I :}HI_L _T_j_-ll;.“..l.l :
FROM: SLECRLTs#RY HULL
nare Willkie will very much

e ——

necd at least an informal note from
the President to dr. Stalin and also

Lo thie UGeneralissimo in China, and

poseibly soume reference to udadame Chisng

. 4
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August 22, 1942.

Dear Mr. Stalin:-

Mr. Wendell Willkie, the titular leader
of the opposition party in the United States, about
whom I have already telegraphed you, ought to get %o
lloscow about the fifteenth or twentieth of Séeptember.
I am delighted that you will receive him and I think
it will be of real benefit to both of our countries
if he can get a firsthand impression of the splendid
unity of Russiz and the great defense you are
conducting.

According to present plans, and in
accordance with my suggestion, he will proceed to
Chungking in order to ses the Generalissimo and to
tell him that the United 8tates is thoroughly alive
to the necessity of China's victory in the war
against Japan.

From there he wants to returm to
the United States via Eastern Siberia and Alaska,

as this is much the guickest route and because
he wants to be back by October fifteenth.

Iy very warm regards,
Very sincerely yours,

His Excellency
Joseph Stalin,

—
President of 211 of Peoples! Commissars

ﬂ-r Unv «S.Ra

v
v .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 14, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

How do you think I should
reply to Mr. Willkie's telegram?

F.D.R.

(Becrgt} from ke Willkie re situation
in Turkey, Sept. 10th.
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September 15, 1942

AMERICAN EMBASSY
KUIBY SHEV

From the Fresident for Willkie,

I greatly appreciate the information and views
expressed in your telegram fro: Belrut regarding wheat
for Turkey, The subjeot 1la belng given immedlate etten-
tion,

Stelnhardt reports your visit to Turkey highly

effective and beneficial to our cpuse,

gl

867,00/3193
032,%Willkle, Wendell/Gl

NE: GVA:BLS
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COPY FOR THE PRESIDENT
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
TELEGRAM RECEIVED

SEGCRET Beirut

Ree'd: Sept. 10,
11:59 a.m.

038, Sept. 10, noone.

FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROM WILLKIE:

"Situation in Turkey: Prime Minister able,
shrewd, popular leader. Greatly concerned sbout
growlng shortage of wheat for his people and conse-
quences of this on stablility of his government and
on his own political future. Says he needs minimm
of 150,000 tons wheat shipments during next twelve
months. I belleve 1f you could authorize Steinhardt
at once to say Unlted States will send 30,000 tons
wheat 1n next three months in addition to that already
on way this would bulld great good and strengthen
present firm intention of Turks in every event to
reslst Axls Invasion. Germans mre working hard on
Turkish Government. Premler also urged planes, tanks
and motor trucks."

GWYNN

5/%9
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Beptember 15, 1942,

The telegram from Mr, Willkie regarding additional
vheat for Turkey raises several Adifficult problems.

First of all, there is the problem of providing
ehipping space. When the Turkish Prime Minister in
July last appealed through Steinhardt to you, to me,
and to Welles for 15,000 tons of wheat for Turkey, we
found that there is no allooation of cargo epace to
Turkey as a separate destination., The allocation of
space 18 made to the Middle Eastern area as a whole,
and whatever amount of the limited space for that area
is asslgned to one of the Middle Eastern countries
necessarily deprives the other countries in that area
of space which otherwise would or could have been
allocated to them. As you know, shipping space for
gi;}lifn supplies to the Middle East is very tight

ndeed,

The Middle East Supply Center at Caire, on which
this Government is represented by General Maxwell and
Mr, Frederick Winant, has as one of its chief functions
the study of the overall requirements of the Middle
Eastern area. Out of 1ts study come its recommenda-
tions regarding the materials, and the quantities of
those materials, that should go to the Middle Eastern
countries, It is impliecit in the conception of the
Middle East Supply Center that only materials recom-
mended by the Center should be supplied by the United
S8tates and the United Kingdom, The wheat recommended
by Mr, Willkle has not been oleared through the Center.
Neither were the 15,000 tons of wheat which were re-
quested through Bteinhardt last July cleared through
the Center before they were promised to the Turks,
and as a oconsequence the British officials who are
concerned in the work of the Center were distinotly
upset,

Finally, Mr, Willkie rescommends that 30,000 tons
of wheat be shipped to Turkey in the next three

months,




-2~

monthe., Bteinhardt, in his No. 8965, Beptember 11,
reports that the Prime Minister asked only that the
United Btates and Britaln would recognize the necessity
of providing an additional 15,000 tone of wheat during
the coming year. We hope that in some manner, with

the collaboration of the Middle East Bupply Center,
thls relatively modest request can be satisfied., The
matter does not, however, seem to call for immediate
actlon, and this is fortunate because of the diffiocult
problems that are involved,

3:
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