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.. 
I" WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION ...t 

WALK&I'-.IGHHSON MJILDIHa 
1714 NI:W YOI'IK AVIINUIE NW. 

HAI'II'IY L.. H OI'KI NS 
ADMINI~TO" 

The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Pree1dent: 

W-.I NGTON, D . C. 

April 22, 1936 

Reference is made to 70ur msorandua ot April 17, 1936, 
a.eldDg m:r opWon u to 111hat ellould ..,_ done about the people who 
are working on the Florida Ship Canal in the ennt that operatiou 
on the project are stopped. 

I am intol'llllld that it no turther tunda are made an.ilable 
t or the canal the people tram relief rolla Wbo are now amploywd 
will be relea.eed appro%1lllate17 ae follows: 

Duri~~g .April, 
Kay, 
1une, 
1ul:y, 

1936 
" 
" • 

••••••• • • 330 
••••••••• 2t589 
••••••••• 151' 
••••••••• 490 

These people were drawn tram all onr the state of 
Florida and in aome cues were .~ucten'lo to accept work on the 
canal. TheJ were informed 'lohat they IIUL8t aocep'lo 'lohat emplo1!Hil'lo 
or none. I therefore feel tha'lo t here is a dieUnct obliga'loion 
on the par'lo ot the Works Progress Adm.inistration to take care of 
them 1t the canal operations shut down. 

BJ1une 30,19S6, the 'forks Progre88 Adm1nie1oration 
8111plO:ptent quo'l;a tor nor1da ie to be reduced by about ~ per 
cent or 'lohe max~um Which was attained 1n that s'loate. I belie~ 
that a corresponding reduction should be made 1n the n1111ber ot 
people from 'lohe canal who are g1Ten Works Progreee Adm1n1e1ora1oion 
amploJlllent. On this bae1s, the Works Progress Adm1n1atrat1oll can 
undenalte to prortde GplOJlllen'lo tor approxima'loel.y 3750 canal 110rkere 
who c81118 orig11l&ll:y from rel1et rolla. 

I bel1en 'lohat 'lohls into:rmation should be announced in 
Florida as soon as 11o ia detini tel7 known 'lohat no tunher funds 
are to be aTailable tor the canal. 
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orncc o r 
THC CKECUTIYC OIIIIII:CTOft 

THE NATIONA l. EM ERGENCY COUNCil. 
WAaHINOTON 

April 15,19.36. 

To a The President of the United States. 

F'rOIII I The Actillg Executive Director. 

Subjeota Flori da Ship Canal. 

I would suggest that as soon as convenient some 
kiDd of an announcement be made at the site of the 
work as to what employment in the immediate future is likely to be. The Canal now has soma 61000 employees, at least two-thirds ot whoa reside in other parts of Florida or nearby states. If work there i s stopped 
without adequate notice, some hardship will be sus­
tained by the employees which otherwise might be avoided if notice were had of such impending stoppage. The fact 
seems to be now that most Ellllpl oyees think that the . work will continue at full pace and relatively few are ma!dng 
8DT provision for any other .?ontingena,r. 

• My point simply is that conditions affecting employees there will be emeliorated if they are advised as soon as reasonably possible what they~ expect. 

R c&..,._---...., 
~ ·T. Alverson, 

, 

THE ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 
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HAftftY L. HO .. K IH8 

AOMIH~TWI 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WAL..KCR..IOHHaON MJIL.DINO 

17M NIEW YOftK AVKNUtr NW. 
WASHINOTUN. D. C. 

March 9, 1937 

The President 
The Whit e House 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am enclosing a memorandum from Mr. 

Corrington Gill which will be of interest to you. 

RespectfUlly yours , 

~ 
Administrator 

ENC 

... 



l 

• • 

Karch 9, 1937 

.A. -net aaout of ill!ol'llation Oil .-pl~ent aD4 une.pl~ut b alreaq available ill the lederal GoTeruaent. We probabl7 ban u INCh illfo1'111Lt1on Oil the llee.tT ue~~plo7ed u 111q eount17 i .n the world. 'l!be 110re illportant 1t•e &T&ilable are .--rised 1n the follorinc outline. 

J.. lllllpl0J111ent 

Monthly fip.ree are a.a1lable for 110et 1nduatr1ee lhoWing clw.npe 
ill I 

lllllplo;r.u t 
P~olle 
Wee~ earninge of worlcera 
Roure wo rlted 

'fhie 11lfo1'111Ltion, prodded by the Department of Labor, 1B baeed on montbl7 reports coTerlng approldll&tel;y 9.850,000 wo1'1cere, an4 b euppl•ented perlodieall;y by detailed etudiee coYer ing ne&l'l;y 40 iDduetrlee. 

Subetantiall;y complete fi~Ul"• Oil moat it ... aboTe are available 
perlodic:allT through Cmuro.eee of Kanu!acturing, Kinee and ~rles, 
~ioulture, Dbtribut1n Induetrlee, Hotels, and Conet1'11.Ction, taku b;r the Bureau of the Cueua. 

jpm•al fi~Ul"ll on ebildru granted worlc permits are' available, ae are aleo aontbl;y atatietioe on 1tr1kee and other labor disputes. 

'B. Unemplo1J1ent and Relief 

1. unemployed registered for jobe 

Kontbl;y figure& covering 6,500,000 actiYe regietratione with the employment 1errice. ftleee report. include at least three-fourth& ot all unemploy-ed worker•. Figures can be eeoured tor each State or county • mowing for all worlcere: 

A&e. sex and color 
Occupation and induetr;r 
Darat1on of Un.~~~~plo)'llent 

Detailed work hiatorlee are available in local offices. 

Sillilar figures are available 110ntbl:y for all pereone placed in jobs and for all new applicants for jobs. 

2. Workers Recehing Relief 

Kontbl;y figures on lorke Prograa employment and on llUIIIber of cuee and pereone receiY1Dg State or local relief. Data are also &TAil-

.. 
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able on the earn~a of these workers, hours worked and occupations 
at which .-pl07e4• 

:ror 19315 and 1936 co11pleh cenev.••• of 110re than 6 , 000, 000 workers 
elisible tor 'forb Prograa e~~ploJlllent, abowins for each count71 

J,ge and aex 
Occupation at which ezperience4 

The 1935 CeniJUa also thon : 

Color 
Induatey 
Education 
Size of familT 
Sumber of workers in family 

Detailed work hhtories and experience recorda on the 'forka Procru 
are available in local offices. 

3 . ProblBIIIt llelat~ to 1Je Blllplo;,ment 

Fi gures are available t o show, for various perioda of 1935 and 1936: 

Iuaber of cases leaving relief for 
prhate qployment, their a&ea, the 
occupations and induatrles to which 
they are going, and their earnings. 

~ent of private cployment in 
relief f eailies 

SapplBIIIentaUon of private earn1nga 
by relief • 

Prevailing wage rates 1n dltferent 
occupations 

Extent of technological dhplac1111ent 
ot labor 

:llttent of labor ahortagea 

Jbttent of Job retu.a&la by relief 
workers 

Duration of un811ployment of relief 
workers 
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PS FWPA 
1nolqd1ng as public projects work projects whi;Jh may ,,.. 

in inter- I• I l 

"' 
be undertaken by or for railroads engaged 

state coauneroe. -
( CORIIEarKD •• , .. J 

(PO LIC RESOLUTIO!>~No. 47-75Tfl COI>GRESS] 

[CB.APTER 401- IST SESSION) 
(B. J . Ru. 361) 

JOINT RESOLU1'!0N' 
Making appropriations for roller purpoeee. 

llc8rXwd b the Senate and .ElO'USe of Representatives of ths United 
States df At rica in Oongress auembicd, 

TITLE I 

er to continuo to J?rovido roliof, and work rolief on 
useful pub · rojects, in the Urutcd States and its Territories and 
pos>:es.<nons · eluding projects heretoforo approved for the Works 
Progress A ministration which projects shall not be subject to the 
limitations hereinafter specified in this section), there is hereby 
appropriated, out of anx money in the Treasury m!t otherwise appro­
pnnted, to remain nvnrlnble until Juno SO, 19381•rmd to be used in 
tho discretion and under the direction of tho Presrdent, $1,500,000,000 
together with such unexpended balances, as the President may deter· 
mme, of apprOJ?rintions Dlllde by (a) tho second pnl'agraph of thl) 
Emergency Rclref Appropriation Act of 1986{ as supplemented ~ 
the First Deficiency Appropriation Act, fisca yenr· 1987 1\lld (b 
section 1 of the Emergency Relief App~opriatlon Act of 19S5, inclu -
ing tbo unexpended balances of appropriations referred to therein: 
Provided, That .this appropriation shall be a vailnble for the follow­
ing eliiSliCS of· public proJects, Federal and non-Federal, and the 
amounts to be used for each class sh11ll not, except as hereinafter 
provided, exceed the respective amounts statedb namelY.: (a) High· 
ways, roads, and streets, $415,000,000; (b) pu lie building.;, parks 
Blld other. recrentional facilities, including buildings therem, public 
utilities, electric transmission and distribution lines or systems to 
eer\·e persOns in rural areas includin~ projects sponsored by and for 
tllo benefit of nonprofit and cooperatl ve associations, sewer systems, 
water supply and purification, airports and other trtnSportntion 
fncilities, floOd control, conservation, omdicntion of inseet pests, and 
miscellaneous work projects $630,000000; (c) assistance for educe-· 
tiona!, professional1_and self-helf, and clericnl persons and women's 
projecls $880,000,w0; and (d National Youth Administration, 
ij575,000,0o0: ProtJided further, That no portion of the funds hereby 
appropriated sbnll be allocated or used for any purpose except to 
provide relief or work relief for persons in need: Provided further, 
That not to exceed 5 per centum of the amount allotted or used 
by any department or agency may be expended for administration 
of such relief or work ielief; except that this provision shall -not 
apply to allocations made to the Gen!lfal Accounting Office, the 
Departmant of Justice, the Treasury Dilpnrtment, the Employees' 
Compensation Commission, the United States Employment Service 
of the Department of Labor, the Bureau of Air Commerce of tho 



nepnrtment or Commoroo, the Nntlonol F-mergeney Council , th• ll!!st.tllC'rneot. A<lmi•~iatrntiou or Co tha .PrUon loclu.striea Ueorgani· 1.etion .\dminiatratiou, for adrnin.istroth·c expvtSet in /M!-rforming functions for or on twhutf of the relief or wurl<·rcJic J'I'Ogrtun: J'J'()cldcd fuJ·~hcr, 'J'I1~L tbo amount. s~iflrd fo_r nuy of tho fo.re­J!oing clll~ n\ay be 1ncreattd pFOJ)C)rtionately 1n aecorda~ watb tho nmonnt of such unU(X'Ilded balnnoes ns t.he l!rcsidc:uL Crausfcril (l)r ll10 J.HlrpOSU.'i of this sootJon hvm lhn np}>I'Opriation .. ~ nu~dc hy (n) 1ho Emr~·goncy Relief ApproJ?rilllioo A<l of lll35 and (b) the Euu~rt,rrnty Relief ApflroJlriauon Act of 1936, n~ Blll>· pl~nwntcd: Pf'C?Jitlc<l fw·tl(cl'1 Tlwt the ltn'IOllJlt. "peciflcd f_or IUIY of th6 foreg:oin; c.Lt$ra trul)" be increased by 110t Lo exet.td 16 por ttntum thl!reof ny tnnder of an amount. or amount• from any other claS$ or elnssc.s in ordCl" to c•tTcctuntc the purpoSI:.I ot tho Corcgoinfi npprofJI'int.on: ProiJifle~l, 'l'hnt. no 1,'odornl construction IH'Oject t~ha Le undc.rta.kt:n or proli«:uted under this appropriation unless and until there ,;hall hove be<n ollocatod nnd irrc,·oeauly sot nsido r>ed· ern I !u•Hls R\lfficient. for its completion t and _no non·Ft.~c•·.o l project &hAll be undertaken or prosecuted un<Itr Lhts appropnatlon unlta and until the tponsor has made a written egrtemt.nt to 6nonoe such 
r.ru·t of the cntarc cold thereof· llS is not. to bo lrupplicd fro1u Fcda.rnl mds. This *'£1prd)>1'ifttion sh1'H bo available fo:r u:penditur& by th6 ResetLitment. Administration for such I~ relief, ond rural rehabil­itation for nocdy permn.s as tlte Pr('Sident mny datonnin61 inclu,~:J. 1tuch cost of tldminist ration Q.8 tho l'resideut. may direct; P1VJ'v' ,_1 That no pen10n employed on work projt<;U and certified as in nf<CJ of relitf who ref\ISIN a bontJ.-fid~ ofl'4!r or 1,rivate employment under J'Cnsonuble worki_n:,: conditions which pnys uJ much or mOJ'c in eom­rensution for the $'lnltl length of IC!tvite u wdl pe:rson rece.ivee or could l't"Ceh·e under this •1•r,ropriation and w·ho '' <!ft}lable of pt.r­fonning sur.h wor1{j shnll Je retained ir1 employment und.er thill nppropriation lor lit period !ruclt privata employment would bt 1vailable: Pror:idtd furiAer, That. any penon who lakes sueh private t"ntployment thaH at. the expirntion Uu•r-cof be entitled to immediate t-csumpt.ion of his JH'O\'ious tl11JJioymcnt status wader this iLpproJlri•· l-ion if he is atiU in nttd of rel1d and if he hAl lost the prl'rote employment. throngb no fauiL oi hil O\l"O. 
'l'ho. funds heJ'oin l\J)propl'lntcd ~thnll bo 80 apportioned and di&­tributcd over the t.-ct•·· months or th• lisco! sur .ruling June 80, I~ and shill be so administered durin,g auch &cal ycor, as to eon· bt.ituto the totnl amount. tluat wiH be fUrnis.hod during such fiscal year !m• reliol purpo5e1J. 
Sr.c. 2. In ••rryins: oul tho purpoooo of Lho for<;,ooins: ~ppropri.•lion the I>re1iden1. i1 authuriz~) (n) to preM:ribo such t11les nnd regulations llS may ba n(lt't.st;JII'Y ~and to ntilizo ogencios \Vitbin tho Ooverruntnt 11nd to cnapower such cgwcil!l to pl't'SCr~be rules end rtJrUlati0!'15 to ar7 ooL lho functions dck!l'lted tbueto by tho p....,idenL: Pro­t •idtd, l'lm~ tho rntc:s of_ J>~Y for t~traons engllb,'C.d upon proj<!Cts undor tho fortgoli1St appro)lr1atron tthall b6 not leas than the pNvailin.g rntes of JY.LY for work of a similo.r naturo in tb6 a.mo loe:Uity u dctennined b\· the \\'orb Prot.tross Adminietrntion with tho Approval of tho p...,.fdent; oud (b) to •C<Ot>t anti utilizo voluntary and uncompensated scnic:a, and uti.liz.o, with t.he CODJICJJt of tho State, 

8 

such Stato ond Joenl o!!itai"B and employ ... u may be ,_..,., and p.....,.ibe Lbeir authoriLieo, dutiea, and roaponsibilities: PNW/dd{ hDwer.oq, That in tho cmploymeHt of pnrsons. applic111nta i_n actua need whOS& names have not. he1·atolore been placed on relief rolla ohall bt given lhaoam .. tigibility for employmtnt aupplieantB whotoe nam .. havo bor<>toforc appeoffil on sueh rolla: Provid<d f1Jrtlu:r, 'J'hot in order to insure the fulfillment of tho purposes for which th6 foregOing appropriation is medc and to avoid competition betwet.n tho Woib Progross Administration ond otller Federal or non·F•d· or11l agencies l n the em)>loymont of lflbor on construction n_rojecta ol any natUr'6 whatsoc.wer. fuu.nced in whole or in part by the }~ede.nl Governmll!ll. no relief worker ohall be eligible for employment on any project' of tho Works l.'rogress Admlnistrntion who has refu .. d to accept employment on Any other Federal or non-Federal project ot a wage rate comparable with or hlgbt.r lhan the wege nto Htab· lished for oi.milar work on projects of tho Works Progress Admiois· trntion: Provick-4 t~rtllcr, TbttL any reHet "orker who has been engaged on any Federal oc non-Federal project a.od whOS<I .. rvi .. bu 6een ~larly terminac.d lhrough no 'fault of his own ohall not !oliO his cligLbi.lity for Nllltoration to tllo relief rolls or for reoanploy· mont. on any other Federal or non~Ftdt.ra.l proiett on aQCOont o1 aueh previous employment: Prockkd {11rtAer1 Tllot lho fact that a peniao i.s entitled to or has received eHJter adJusted-sorvico bonds or n '1'reasury check in payment of an adjus:ted..eornpensetion ~rtHicntc ahoU not be eooddeied in detumining o«ual ~ of 1uch employ· ment. 
$r;(l. 3. The departmon!"1 agencies, or establiahments hanng ••por­vition of projcctB for whicn !Undo from the. foregoing appropriation ara made anilablo oball not knowingl.r tmploy on ouch projcc,. aliena illegnUy within tho limi"' of tho United Sta!os or alfcna who hovo not fl ied deelaration o{ intention to become clliuns, and they shalt moko evuy reuonablo dort consisttnt with prompt employmen~ of tho destituto unemployed to seo that •ucb allons a ra not employed on<l if employed and their statui u such olicn lo disclOII«l !My shall thucupoo be diocborgcd: Prwi<ltd, TbaL ~ref~noo oball bt gi .. n to Amerioon ciW.ns who ara in n .. d of relid in employment by the ' Vorks Pr'Ogress Administrntion a.nd nut thO&$ nlle.ns who are in need of N!liet and who have d<cl.t.r<d their intention to btcome eiti· r.tDI prior to tho enactment of lhit joint rtOOiution :P-idod furtAer That ,·etsrons of tho World War and Spanish War who arc In ne;;J of relief 1h&ll bo given prefercJlCo !or o:nployOWit by lho Worlcs P~ Aclministntion. 

Sr.c. -t. Any AdminiAlrator or other oftice:r named to havo general &Upo.r.vision at tllc seat of government over tho program a.nd work contempiAled under lh• !Oregoiog appropriolion ond ~iviog a ulary of $),000 or more per annum from su.ch appl"'priation, and any Stato or regional odminiatrotor roeaivin.g • snlnry o{ $15,000 or more per onoum from atlch appropriolion shall b6 oppointed Dy tho Pruidcot, by and wilh tho advic. and eomont of the Sonata: l'r<>­~i<lod, That th• provision& of 11<ction 1701 of the &vi.scd Slot.ut .. sb•Lt n.ot apply to any such appoinl<oand t.b• 11lary of any pertoo 10 apP!>intcd oba.ll noL bo incriUed ~r • period of six monlhl after co:nfirmetlon. 

... 

I 
I 
I 
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SilO. n. Ap~olntmcnl• to Federol J?OSillons of •• ndminisln •tlve or 1u.lvisot·y cllpncity under tho forcgo111g nP\JroiJrillUon Jn any St11te sbull bo made (rom among tho bono-6ijo clliuns of that State so iar 11 no&. inoon&istenl with clneient administration. So lt1.r ns not. incoJHt:istent with cfticicnt administrl'.ltion no pn1·t. of tho sums RJ>Pl"OJnintcd by tbia joint resolution sboll bo availoble to ply tho compensolion of any offieer or <mployee of the United Statet who holds an administrat-ive, executiv-e or supervi.sorv poiii~ tion undru- U•i• joint resolutio•t, if the position ls in QllY onlce luo;atcd out6id" the District of Columbia o-r is on any pa•oject protieeutcd in any place outoide tho Disuict of ColumbiA, uoi<SS such penon is an actual and bono-Rde citizen of the State, Territory 
1 

region, or district in which tho office or project is situated, Out t ins provision stmH noL oJ)ply ~o. tho tcrupornry em~ e:mcrgenc.y o~igrun<rnt of a.ny puj()n to a posttlon whe.re tho ptnod of se.rYtee tn a;uclt position does not ex«ed &Uty days. 
S•c. G. No pnr~ of tlte foregoing oppropriottion •holl be used ~• pay tho snlary or upons.s ol llllY person who is a condidnto !•r auJ S_talt, district, county, or munic•pal office (such oOico nquir. mg full time of such peroon and to wWch oftico • wary or per diem attn~hes), in &JlY l?!lmnry, general, or. apeciBI olcct ion, or wbo is servJpU ns ll oompaJgn manager or USLSLa.nt t.hcreto for any sud1 etlndtciAte. 
Sa:o. 7. Btru lt.tr, 10 far u not inconsistent with e.ft'icient admin· istrntion, oil 11ppou•tmonts of pcrsone to the Federnl Service for c·mpiO)'U~e!'t within ~to Distr-ict of Columbi~, under tho provision~ 0£ th11 JOJOC. rttolution, wbe:the.r web lrpoullnttnf:s bo within Lbo cluoified Civil Service or otherwise sbal he apportioned 1n1ong tho se<ernl S toles nntltlioDistrio~ of Co~umbin upon th• holSiS of populn­lion •• ascertained R~ tho lnst preceding ce.n.su.s. 

_In making sor,:uatlons from th• ITed•ral Sonire, or fu<loughs With!"'~ poy !'> _ast •• long •! three montha, of J?O<OOne employed ,ntJun the Dtatr1et. of Cotumbtn, under the provisions ot tbis joint ·~solution. tJ~o appointl!lg powtr sh~l give J?rcftrence, as nearly ae t:OOd adanmJtlrntlon wall. "·arran.'-. tn reumt1on to appointees from Statts lh&~: ha\·e not. l'f'CeiVed tht'n· sharo of .~rppoint:Jnonte nccordins­to t,opuJnhon: P·rmu.dcd., h()WtJ~, Thnt soldte11:1 euitors 1\ttd marines tlte .widows of l ttch. or the wh•ca of injured ~ldietsJ pilors, and' mnnne&, who tJ,e~~\'et ,are not _.!lUAJifiod, but tfllOllie wf\'1'.8 are qunli~ fied to hoi~ o Jl051t~on ~~ tho ,Oov~rnnu~nt Sen•ioe, shRII bo gh·en pre!c•"ttn~ 1n rotc•1tron, m t.llou• &cv~l'tt J gl·odes nnd clnsscs whc.ro t h (' l f rntlog.s nro uood or better. ' 
_ S.:c. 8. 'Fbe pro•:isio~ of tl~ Ac~ of February 1~, 1!134 (48 Stat. ~1), ,..laung to d1S1b1hty or do"!-h compcn..,tion n11d ll<'n•fita shnll "J>J?IY to por&ons (except_ odmiJumotlvo omJ>Ioyc., qunli fying na l'n· il antpl~y~es of tho .Ui!•ted Sta.tes) roc:e.iving com~naation !rom tiM> fo~ms: Appropnouon for .. rv~coe rendO.-od as employOH of the lJn1ted States and to penona receiving' assittnnce in t.lte. fo rm o! Jln)rmenUJ f1·om tho United Stote.t for J!Crvices rondertd under U1o XotionRI Youq1 Adminiatralion creattd by Executlve order of June ~G. J~35: Pr<>vidtd, That h•.-.:.f~t tho monthly compwsoUon in MY mcla'1duat taso hert\to!ore or hC!,..,after coming within tho purviow of •••d Ac~ ot Fcbruo•·y lo, 1034, •hall no~ ••~cd ~bo rotc of $80, 

, 

6 
lll<clusivo of mctl icol costs: Provided f uriAor, Tho~ so much of tho foregoing appropriation Gl the United SlAtes Employees' Compeu. aation COu\mauion, with tho apJ)ro,·aJ of the Director of tbe Burt~au of tho Budget, o..,timntes oni.l eet·tifll"s to Lhe Stct·cu,ry of the Treosury wiH ba JICCI!SSOI'Y for Ute pnymeut of suoh~';!fC11illtion 1nd admiu· l•trotivo expeu..,. •baU bo .. t uide Ln a • · fund to be admini•· ltred by the Commission for such po'1'C<ff; and oft<r Juno 80, 1!138, auclt spacial fund sha1J be availublc for such purpOSC$ nmmAIIy in aueh nmounts u$ m"J bB tJ)ecified Lbercfor in the annual opJ>roprin· Uon Acta: Prooidt furiAer, That tbis section aball no~ apply in any CU6 eominA within the purview of tho workmen~s componltltion law of ~any State or Ter1·itorv, or in which the eiRimnnt hn.s rc.ceivod or is c.nt it led to receive ahnOar be.ne.6ts !or injury or death. SEc. 9. Subjec~ to tho limitations of s.cllon I of this join~ ...,..lu­tion 50 mucb ol U1e foregoing appropriation as m1y be determined by t11e President to be noocssnry for administrntivo expcn1101 of nny dopa1·tmont, establishment, or agoney of tho United States for adell· lionol work incident to car-ti~ng ou~ the pu.rposes of eucb appropria· lion or the provitions of aeetton 5 of the Emergenc,Y Relief Appropri· al ion Ad of 193Gl or as mny be neoassary for odnunistt·nth•o oxpousos of tbo National !csourccs Commltl•:e, may be allotted thtrafor by the l'realdent, and the !undo oo allotted aha II be aYallablo until June 80, 1938, for exr>fndituro In U•o di~tion of "the President for tho purpo!!d and in •ccordolllce with tho provisions ol tho fin;t p11ragraph of ...,tion 8 of &aid Aat. 
S<o. JO. Tn <arrting OU\ the purr- of the foregoing aperopria­tion the. Prtsidt.nt ta •uthoriud to pl'e9eribe rules end n-gulat1ons tor t.he cstnblishmeu~ of spacial fund• in tl1e nnturo of re•·olving .funds for ""'• until J uno 30, £988, jn tlla pureh•••, repair, distrib•llio~ or rental of materioll, suppli.,._ equipn10nt, and tools: PI'IWidtd, Jhat tho requirement in soction I hereof that no Federal construction proj· oet shall l>e undcrtnkcu unless ond until lhtre have been nUoeotcd 11nd irrcvoc•bly Bet nside t ufficient funds for its completion &tutU not. apply to Rood-eonlrol and water-co ... rv•tlon projtc!a authorized by oUter law and prooeouted horeunder. 
St:c. 11. The pro,'isions of ~ction 3701) of tho Jlo,~i~d St.-tutcs (U.S. C., tillo 411occ. 6) sholl not apply to nny purchose macle or ae:r,·ice procured m conMCtion with t.be fo~in,::: appropriation when the oggrcaute amount involved is I ell fl•nn $800. Sto. 12. An}' person wl•<> knowingly ancl with intcJit. to dofl·nt•tl tho United Stftt.ts makes any fo.lae &tllfcmcut in. connection with any applie•tlon for any projoc:t1employment, or relief aid nnder tho fo,. gotng appropriauon, or d1,·ettt, or a.tte-mJ)t.S to din'!rL or nssists in tliverting, for tho bene6l1 of nny person Ol'JH)t'SOns noL entitled I hereto! nuy J>Ort.ion of such IJ>proJn'illLion, or any !e-n ices or r<!al or persona. prope:rt.y a.ccwired u~~~~under, or who knowingly, by metnt of any (raud1 fo~ thrtal, intimid11tion, or bo)'COt.t., or discrimination 011 8coo1mt of rnce, roJigion, or polilicol nffihntions, dop••h'('S uny rtersou of nn,Y of tho bonefits to whicll he may bo entiUed under such appro­priation or altom)ll$ 50 to do, or asists in ao doing, ahall be <lffintd guilty ol a rniodemoonor nnd fintd not more than $2,000 or imprit· oned not nun:'O thnn one ye1tr, or both. 

Sto. 13. The Work., l'>rogre&~ Administrator i• h•roby authorized and directed to liquidata and wind up the atTain of tl1o Federal 



0 

En>•Jl!"n<y R<licf Adonlnistntlon ..tabliolo•d under• the Act of ~loy 121 IV33, •• lnlended, •nd funds ovoiln~lo to 111id li'ooorul Eonlll'{loney· Relief Administration rha.JJ l>o availnbf• for e:xpenditura for lUCh purpo<c until June 80 1938. . s..,. a. ~ report ollloe operotiono und.•r the foregoin~ ap!'roprio· tto.n, •ncluding 1 statement of the ex\'lendJture. ma_de an3 obhggtion.s incurred by clns:st.!S 11nd .!'mounts, sha I be submitted by the Pte8ident to Congl'<SS before the 16th ([ay of J anuory in eaclt of the nut two rtgulor sessions of Con:;ress. 
Src. 16. No part of clle fundt mode anilable in clllo joint ~lo­tion shall ll6 loaned or granted, .. oopt pursuant to on obUgotion incurred prior to Lho date of tho enactment of this joi.nt resori1t.lon, to any St11te, or !WY or its pol~ti~l s;ubdivl$i~ns or age.neles, for tho putpote of carryon~; out or .....Ung m ca'ty>ng out any progrom or pro)td. of ~nst:ructing rebuilding, repairin(, or replannin,.. iT.s pe.n1J or reformatory instaulions, untoa the Prcs1dent shull Ond thnt th& projects to bu l:lnan~d with sue: II loan or granL will not; en use or pro· molo compct.iUon of tho produc:LI of conviCt IBbor with the produe.ts of fr-.e1All6r. 
Szc. lG. Title f of ellis joint ri!oolution may be citod os tlle "Emer­gency R<licf Approp riation Act'of 1937". 

•• 
UTLEII 

SF!C. 201. Tbe Ftdenl Emer~cy Administrotlon of Publio 'Vorks (heroin caUed tho "Adnun.istratioJ'") is hereby continued unt il J uly l/ !039, ond un.til suelo, dato \• hereby. aulborl•ed to con· tinuo to ~r orm all functions whac::h 1t. Ja authonU!d to perform on Juno 29, l!IG7. All provisions o( Ia,. elrioting on Juno 29,lJl37 end ... toting to tho a..,ilobllity o{ funds for eorrying out ony ot tho !unctions of suda Adrninistrat.ion ere hereby continued until JuJy 1, !030, excopt th•t tho date speei6ed In tbo Emergency Roliel Appro­priation Act o{ 193Gi pr-ior to whim, in t.he cftter·mination of the lo'tderal Emrrgoru:y Admioistrttor of Public Works (herein called tho "Administrotor")L a projoel. can bo eubstantially completed iM hereby chaojled !rom J ufy 1 1038" to "July 1
1 1939~. S<o. 202. T ho a.n:ooun~ which Lho Rcoonsttuctoon F ino nee Corpora· ~ion is f:U.thori%1!d by e•istio.g law to ~ve io!'~ at any OM lime •n -..nueo pun:bUed from tho Administrauon 18 hereby iocreated from $250000,000 to $t00,000,000. 

S•;c. 20S. Tho amount of fun!ls whic~ tho Ad ministrator, upon di rection of. the Pr .. idtn4 io aulhorized to use for grants !rom moneys reohz•d from the salo of se<:uritia it hereby incroued from $3fJO!XrJ,OOO to $359,000,000; and ofl<'r clio do .. of the onacbnonl of thiiJOint ,....lutoon no llloton~ot abo II bo mado by tbo Adminiatrntor foo· any pro joe~ t ho application for which hns no~ been •I>provod by tho exominin.£C di,•isioM or tho. Administration prior to euch date. Src. 20f, '!'he paragraph in tholndcpeAd<nt Ofticos Approprittion Act, 18~ under clio caption "Federal Emull"ney Adminostradon of Public worka" is hereby amendod by (a) otrikinJI out tho '~<Orela "in connecl.iOJ1 witlt the. li£lnidntlon'' and (b) atriktng out. tho a:uru of "$10,000,000" and inSC!r ing ilt lieu thereol the sum of u$L3,000,000". 

T 
So:c. 205. The funds ova!l .. ble to tho A<lministra i.Qr for tho m~ng ot Jo1ms or gr1mts or l(lmUJ and gra.uta may 'bo used.1ort.rojcct8 (in addition to oth•r pur,_s fo• whieh fundS moy bo u.sed of the fol· lowing ~' in GDlCunU not to txet.ed tho ~1m1 sped od for ae:b such class: (a) For school projects (otl•cr then those included in •ub· divisions: (b) and (c) of this.soc;tion) 10 t'Cplttcc, elirniw,lo, or anu:!liO· t·t1t0 exlsOng ".'hool fncilitiCi or c::ou(litions wluch, in tl1o tleterruinn· tion of the .\dministrator, are hnzordou, lo the li(cl aafet:y, or health of school children, $00,000,000 for grants and $1 ,000,000 for loanti (b) lor projctts which have been autboritcd, or for the finnnc.­ing of whjch \Kln(ls or otluJI' obligntiom hn,·e 1Ji!e..n uuthoritcll; nt ~lee· tions Lcl.d J>l'loa· to tho dntu of ell.ucLaucnt of tlli.t joint. resolution, or for projects for whioh an aucllori~ or boon! collititutin~; on indo· penden~ COI'J'O!IItion without W<•ng power has ll6en apocillcolly cr<ated by a State legi•lnture prior to such date $70000,000 !or go·onu ••« ~2 000,000 for lo•uo•; (o/ for projoota lor wl•ich appro· p ri•lions ho'o G;. made by the ltgos aturi.'.S of tho Statet~1 $15,000,000 for grouts and $2,000.000 for lOIUlOj (d) for projoc:ts to oe linnnc.d, 

6XCOpt for tll6 grant, by clio issu""'"' to <on~rs of tax or .....,.. mcnt. eccuriti~ at not leu than their par vnluo: ProiJicled, Tbnt an nJJotrnent ahnJJ 1\0l be mndo for .soy such project unlt':ss U10 applic~u1t hu1 in tho (Jetca'lninaHon of tb~ Adminbtro.tor, an&de or incurred sub. &tantial exptnditures or obligttiOD.J in contemplation of ~vin~ an .Uotmcnt., 8:>,000,000 for grants· (ol for projeda for which fundo have bee-n ttJitadvtly earmArked by tho Admini.strntor but for which formal rillotmcnlB havo not been mnde-, ~4,000,000 for grtutts nnd $78
1
000,000 for loAns: Pto•idd, 1'hot the granl for IUly ouch projeel sho I not exctc!d tho arnount. tentati•ely earmarked u a gnnl for such project: p,.,•id<tl f•rtAer, Tbo• the amount specified for any of tho forc!!Oing el..,.. may ll6 inereruocd by not to oxcoed 16 per centum thoroof '6y trnn&fcrring nu llmount or amotldt:t frorn any other class or elnsses in order to •ffeeluote the purJ>0!<8 of tho tiUe. Src. !!06. No new applicatio~ for le&ns or grants for non·Fooen.l projoc:ts shall be reeon·ed or considered by clle AdmiAi<tntion afr..­i.ho do to of onnctment of this joinC. res-olution. 

Sooo. 207. Tille 11 of this i•int •·0301urion may be cited as tho "l'ub· lie Work$ Adnoinislrntion Extension Act of )037". 
Approved, June 29, 1007, II p. m. 
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t. ...- eHt1ta 54 ot u,. a.-.t.NGtioa "- DllrpwaUce Aot, u ••n'M, to •tbo:rtN 1-• to psiiUo ac-cd.N, to prnide onclit tao1.Uu .. to~ bub•• •t.rp:rt ... 8114 tor otber pa>piMI• 

1e 1t ~ 117 the Scat. 8114 llou.M ot Be~taUne ot the 1ID1 te4 St. tee or .IIMrl.oe 1a Ooocree• .._bled, !bat. MOUoe 54 ol \be a....t.naoUoD l1usoe ~ft\1aa Aot. app~Oied ~~ 221 19)21 U I?Mhd (0, 8 , 0,, Ut.l1 1,, Gil, 1.4), il M 1 M to .....S U t.U.w1 

•aJC, '"' l'b~ t.be pvpa11 ot salat.eta••c 8114 ~tial the o-.elo •tal1Uit7 ot \be oolllltr-7 o~ -~ t.be ~t. or lallor t.11o Clol'pON­Uoo 11 eaatboi'1N4 and w.)awed, _._. MaOb '-• ...Ut.iou, u 4 reet.riot.iou u Ul• Co~n.UOD aq cSetceae, to ..U ~ t.e, ero -t.not.e wltb, hat.e•, lnll\1oipalit.i111 aAd paliUoal wbdinaioee ot 8t.ew1, .tb public ac-oiel utod ie1\nllleot.aUU.o ot ODO or •r• 8tete11 ..toip&UU .. , 104 p&UUo&l wbdift­aiona or 8tete1, aa4 td.tb public oor;on.Uooe, ~~ou~U, llld ~~. te a14 1a tia&Do1Jic ;ro'oote lllt.bii'1N4 ..... r..s-1, ltt.ete,ero .-1~ leo, MaOb lo&D1 or ooatraota to bo ...SO t.broqb tbo pu.robuo ot their NCIU'iU111 or otbortd.••• ODd tor w ob JIIU'PIIO t.llo CorponU. 11 •t.lloriand to lll4 to~ aGit oooviu... rhe Cor;on.UoD 1• t'vthC' eaatboi'1N4 ODd .-powed to purGituo tbo 1oouriUea aa4 obli&eUou or , and to ..U U.. to, uq "u1a•1 •W­prioe wb.., oapit.al or onclit, a t prrrailiq ratea tor tbo Gbar&otor ot lou applied to~, ia aot otbo~ll an.Uiblot !:r!Ho !bat all auob pvchu11 ot eoow1.Uea aad obliptJ.Oile &D4 all nob loau lbel1 bo, 1a the oplAioa ot tbo board or 41raotore, or w Git 1011114 nl.ue, or 10 M0111'140 u reoOODabl,T to .. lllrl reU r•eot. or l'IJ>&111111t l ~ bo ud1 or ett eoted oltbor direot17 or 1a -o;or aUon wltb baaka or otbor l oa41Jic iaeU\ut.iaouo t.ll--ch ecr• ntl to ;ort.1a1;ot.e or 117 tbe purobaae ot port.ia1poUooe, or o~••l lbel1 bo udo oal7 wbeD, 1a t.be opieion or tbl board ot direotore, tbl lloe1 Mil •terp:rt•• 1a eolnat J aad lball bo udo •4er auob teru, oo!UU.ti01la0 ODd reat.rlotio~• .. tba oo~ration ~ 4etorsl.nll Ptpy;1,4ed f'P1ber• Tbat 1a Oll'J'7iAc out tbo pro­n a1oaa ot Ulia aooUoo, tba Cor;onUoo aq purcbaa1 IOOIU'iUee an4 oblipUone, Md aq ll&lte lo.ao1 'IIi tb aaob aturi Uea • • tbo CorporetioD ~ 4etern1ne, DOt­w1 tb•taadiag uq otbar prvrbion or law, 

"rhe pDWIJ'I IJ'&atM\ to tba l:,rporeUon ll7 Uli1 110Uon ebaU torn1note on J'une 30, 19-'9, or OD ...eb 101'11 ... date u tbe Prea14nt eball 4e torn111&1 but DO prortoion or l aw torsl.llatiag ... 7 ot tbe tlmotione or tbl Cor;oratioft •ball bo COilltn>ed (1) to prohibit diebur•••t. or f'llllde 011 purcbaa11 ot eeouritioa aad obliJatione, on loall10 or on =-1tr.,ta or acre-t• to ulte sueb purcbaaea or loane, ...s. 'IIDder Ulio ••O'tlon prior to tbo oloee or buailllll Oil J'lllle .)0, 19)9, OJ' a11ob lll'ller dat e, or (2) to atr e ot tbl nl.idit.7 or ;orro..-..ce ot 8117 . ,.. .... naa t to portioipat o ill &117 purcbaee or l oe eaatboriled 117 tb1a aoctian, 

"llotbiog ill Ulia oeaUon aball bo OOllatnled to autbor1N tba Corpora.. tion (1 ) to ';IUJ'eba810 or to aalce 8117 ooal.tsent or aere,.eut to purah&oe, any aeouriUoe or oblipU oiUI ot my r&ilroed engaged ill int.ere~te .,.,.. ... .,., t ba oblip t.iou or wbiob .q bo pur<>baaed or &ll&ftllteed b7 tbe Corporation llll41r .. ot1011 5 of tb1a Act oal7 w1 tb the apj)l'0\'&1 or tba I nt.aratate Co.ooree eo-ie­aion, or (2) to llake IllY l oan, or IllY ~trent or acru.ent to IIAI<e a loan, to any such r&ilroad or to MY recoin r or tnlatoo thareot. • 

Pu led tba &mate J'&mlU"f 5 (c&lerndar clq, jprU 1) , 1938. 

!lliiill ... • lW.SU. 

Paeaed tbe Howle April 8, 19)8. 
S.oretlr7 --

Ptot14!4, tbot tor tbl purpa .. or relirrlll& r&ilroad =•pl.o,....t me! ot enwria& tbo ootety Md proper airlt.caace or tbe aaticmal r&il.road q ate. tbe Corpor lt.­t i on - y w1 t b the approl'&l or the ratant.e~· c--.roo Caa1u 1on Mite loalla to 8117 railroad eng•ged 1n illteratate -•roe or to any r eoainr or tn11teo tberoor to pq n a aa to ocoploye ea o!' 011cb borrower, ': 
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BIP"*D sumu m !PA 

' aafet.7 Md J4oper Millt..uoe o.t the aatJ••l railroad .,..t.., t.be 

M•tnhtrat.or or the lorka Proereu -'d.JnSat.rat.iOD b autboriMCS 

•t.U 193_ 

1. (oat or tlmda &Td.lable tor relief or 
work relief) 

2. (t.o !1••ce by lcMae or ~HJ~tl with or 
111 tanat. ••CIIl"i t.7) 

2. (t.o ..te an.Uabl.e 1\MB .tor) 

1a 1D teret.ate e erce. 

(1. There i e hereby ~propriated, tor the parpoaae of t.hia trt.atltt.e, 

oat. of uq -111 1a the Treasu17 DOt otbertr1ee appropriated, 1, ____ _.) 

ktter 1a brackets with the aaae -ber 1e altemat.in. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 18, 1938 

?f.DAORANDU!.l FOR: The President. 

Mr. Aubrey Williams reports that the 

Works Progress Administration has practically 

used up the whole of the increase of 350,000 

jobs . 

He is now working on e housing program 

in connection with the Reconstruction Finance 

Corporation which he will shortly present to 

Chairman Jesse Jones. 

• 



HA,.,.Y L.. H~KINS 

AD .. lN~~ 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WAA..K"' W:llflla.l 8UIUMHO 

17M NEW YO,.K AVENUIIt NW, 
WA&fiNGTON, D. C. 

February 3, 1938 

The President 
The \'/hi te House 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am attaching a proposed message 

to the Congress we discussed yesterday • 

.. 

- -

• 

, 



MESSAGE FROU THE PRESIDENT TO '£HE CONGJU.SS 

The Emergency Relief App~opriation Act of 1937 provides that 

the funds therein appropriated shall be so apportioned , distributed 

and administered during the 12 months of the fiscal year as to con­

stitute the total amount that will be required for relief purposes 

during the fiscal year . The Works Program has up to this time been 

administ ered in accordance with this provision of the Act so as to 

insure the availability of a sufficient amount of funds to meet esti-

mated relief" needs during the lAtter part of the fiscal year. 

However, during the past few months, the amount of unemployment 

in the country has i .ncreased to an extent not foreseen either by the 

President or by the Congress at the time the relief appropriation was 

made. Hundreds o£ thousands of needy unemployed persons have recently 

applied for relief work f or whom no jobs could be provided. It has 

become clear to !lle that · the needs of our citizens cannot be met unless . 
employment on the Works Program is immediately increased • • 

I have instructed the Works Progress Admini strator, therefore, 

to increase the e~Pployment to such an extent as may be necessary to 

take care of the needy unemployed . This will necessitate a corres-

ponding drastia. reduction in April , May and June in addition to t he 

sharp reduction which had already been plenned . 'This means that un-

less there is a very marked increase in private employment during the 

coming mon ths Congress undoubtedly will find it necessary at a later 

date in order to take care of the relief needs of the country, to make 

an additionul appropriation for t his f iscal year. 
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

v~ ~WASHINGTON 

l ~, )., 
-· 1;./Y 
Ci'..) 

My dear Mr. President: 

May 2 , 1938 

I 8JD enclosing a memorandum from Mr.' 

Niles relative to the Madison meeti.ng. 

It seems to me that your beet cue is 

to sit t ight end watch for the present. 

Very sincerely yours , 

Administrator. 

The President, 
Aboard SS Philadelphia. 

( 

r 
I I •. I 

r 
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l!q 2 , 1938 

CONFIDJ:RTHT. Ml!WI!Wlt!f 

'l'O: Wr. Hopkiue ' 

FBOW 1 David X. Niles 

This i .s Juat fl. brief report of the Progrese1Ye conference at Madieon last Thure~. 

I arrived at Wadieon in the morning and went immediately, at Phil' s reques t , to hie home end found him in a little better mood toward the Executive than he was t110 weeks ago. He had a copy of hie speech all ready to be mimeographed and told me that I 110uld be eatiafied; that he wes not go~ to be :personal but thet he 110uld go to town on the t110 political partie•. He then asked me to sign the incorpor ation :pe.:pera of the Natione.l Progressive party end I s~ed my D81!1e directly under hiJI . Bob LaFollette• a name was signed at the top and Elisabeth Brandeis ' underneath. The platform of principles seemed innocuous enough but I thought I had better sign it eo that they could not have any meeting of these incorporators wi thout including me. 

The meeting itself waa a ereat show. I WI\& struck with the similarity and technique used at this meeting as a build up with the techniques that I know haYs been uaed by Dar Fuehrer ; plenty of patriotic , 
music, drum corps, and a color guard marched around the auditorium onere.l times; Phil came in just aa the)' were marching around, which was the play, with spotlights on the platform, etc. ~era was a very definite religioua atmosphere ebout it e.ll; ther e was an opening pre;rer long enough to have been del1Yered by a Methodist clergyman, al t ho1J8h I don 1 t know his denom­ination, Judge Reia waa the chairman and made a nice speech, pointing out the l!epubllcan party was born not vary far from l.!adison and elected .Abraham Lincoln six years from the time of ita birth. His reference to the President waa fine and received tremendous applauae from the vary large audience. lie pointed out that Roosevelt would not be Preside.nt forever, which seemed to be the 1110od of the e\'Sning, Phil waa introduced, ree.d his sp eech but did 1t very drsmatical~. He explained the meaning of the symbol which waa on a big banner hanging on the rear wall, of the platform. J. group of ua met with Phil at hie home after the meeting. 

' 
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lo!r. Hopkins - 2 - Wq 2 , 1938 

I pointed out to him a.nd Mrs. Lall:>llette that there did not seem to be 
as mu.ch enthusiasm aa I bad e;xpected and which 'IIOuld baTe greeted that 
kiDd of a dramatic speech in lfew York a.nd their expla.nation was that 
this was e very aerioue audience which bad come to&ether for a Tery 
serious purpose and that the audience wae impreaeed w1 th the eole11111 tT 
of the OCC&sion. I sat directlT in front of Congreesma.n alia. :Before 
the meeting I asked him whlt.t he tho~t about 1t all 1111d he replied that 
he knew Tery little but bad some definite reseryations. I noticed, how­
ever, that he applauded and seemed much more enthua1estic at the end of 
the speech then he was at the beginning. He wenta to t alk to me further 
about it. Appar•ntq all the Progrcsain Congressmen from Wisconsin, with 
the exception of Congressman .Ainlie have already been enrolled aa me~~bere 
and heye the button. I pointed out to Phil at the first conference that 
tbt e;ymbol was too much of a cross and it might offend a lot of people; 
that it could very easily be turned into a swastika. In the intervening 
two weeks he e:pparentl.y had discovered that he could call this cross the 
"mark on the ballotn. lie did not have that e;xple.uation at the first con­
ference a few weeks 8g0 . This is just in passing. 

Phil says that they have applied for a chuter in t hir ty-five 
states.; that he is goi ng to tour the country, e.ud he aaked me about call­
ing a conference for him in New Engl.Md very soon. I made no commitment. 

I talked to many people before and after the meeting in Madison, 
Chice&o, :Boston end New York. Very few gave the conference enthusiastic 
approval, se~~~ned a little bit bewildered but were unanimous in se;ring 
t .het they 'IIOuld not be in favor of any movement t lla.t was anti-Roosevelt • 
.Among those with whom I talked were Deck, Head o! Labor's Non-Pe.rtisan 
Le~e of Illinois; Charney nadeck of New York City; :Sialias, Vice Pres­
ident of .AmalgP.mated; Pad~, General Counsel of the American Federation 
of Labor. John Lapp was , howenr, very enthusias t ic about it all and 
seel!led to thillk that it was the answer to everything he had been fightillg 
for and released a story to that effect to the Press. lo;,v personal belief 
i s that it should be watched very ceretully; that any time the Pres ident 
wants to teke most of this crowd away he ca.n. J.a a matter of fa.ct, my 
feeling tbet the mass es of our people ere with the Executive was strengthened 
rather th1111 weakened by thie conference. I think that as Phil senses this 
his tactic will be to lay off the Executive and center his attack on the 
political parties . 

The erJecial representative of the Mayor of !lew Tor~. with whom 
I spent considerable t11D8 , rnealed without intending to, I think, that 
the Mayor bee some i deas of his own about who should be the s1tviour in 
1940. He Cllllle to the conference with the l&a;yorta proq but there was no 
opportunity for ita use. I think the Wnyor ' 5 strategy is also that of an 
obserTer to make sure that Phil does not get too fer i n front of him. 
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l4r. Hopkins - 3 - lle;v 2 , 1938 

I want to repeat that if we use our heada all tbh can advance 
the aims and purposes of the New Deal and its leadership, now and in 1940. 
Some Co~essmen will be elected this fall and will f eel they owe their 
election to t llis new party. We should do something about this. 



·. 

PsF: WPA 
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

WASHtNGTON 

Sepember 21, 1958 , 

Dear Miss LeHand: 

Harry has esked me to get some word to 
the President regarding the situation he found 
in California with respect to Senator McAdoo. 
With his defeat, according to sources close to 
the situation, McAdoo has now no strength what­
soever and is of no importance in the coming 
fight one way or the other. 

Creel will go along and while he may not 
activelT support the ticket, he will do nothing 
to embarrass the.m. 

Harry also wanted the President to know 
that Franlt McLaughlin is no friend of ours but 
i s in the Merriam camp completely. 

Miss Marguerite LeHand 
Personal Secretary to the President, 
The White House. 

. . 

, 
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Rec:eiTecl at 234 Maio St., Pouahkeep.ie, N. Y. -::a 
IND7 23 NL~CHEYENNE WYO 4 . 
MARGUERITE LEHAN D= 

· CARE ROOSEVELT HYDE PARK NY= 
~ 

' ' 

. . 

.. 
HEARD SPEECH ON TRAIN DEWEY IS VULNERABLE AND DOUBLED TELL 

• DIANA I ST ILL LOVE HER AND WILL BE THERE SUN DAY FOR 
EARLY MASS= ! 

HARRY-. 

. . 

WU1W UIGOW GD'I' OJIDDI IOLft ftDI I'SIII'I.DIIIO QUUiiON OW WBAr '1'0 Gin 
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p s F: w. f. 11 . 
./ 

j T HE WHlTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

III:II)M!Il)UM roa 

RON. HARRX L. BOPUNS 

WUl 7011 ~all: W .. 

about Ulla? 
I 

f' • D. R. 

Letter t o the Presiden t from 
the Secretary of the Int erlor 
dated Nov . 22nd, encl osing copy 
of letter he wrote Hurry Hopkins 
in re the proposed airport in 
Chic~ao off the shore of Lake 
r.I ichigl'n • 

• 
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t! :PLOh'!..'" SCl.EDUL... 
u; JER D-•·.:.C -1 CY .L • .:~C.?P.U::::IO. OF ~725,000, 00:., 
TO 'I t. .0 .• ..S . l!C::,..;;ss ADLL. r.ISTP.A TIO!; 

Acsumin tha t red~otions prior to April 1 aru l imited to 
5 t>et·ccnt "r pr f' :eut emplc:rment 

Empl oyment AverE.6 e Cost at 
monthly ~til per 
empl oyment wor ker 
(thousands) (millions) 

..... ~J 
::obruary 1 

1 5 
20 

Fobru~ r·:,· e.vorago 3, 000 183 

..!u.roh 1 3, 000 
15 2, 925 
31 2 , 850 • 

~.S.I'Oh avera!!;e 2 , 925 179 

).!'ril 1 2 , 8."0 
lb 2, uoo 
30 2, ::..to 

i>.? r i l avera e 2 , ti00 1 ... 9 
.. ,. . 
•• •J 1 2 , Z50 

1:.. 2 ,0C~ 
31 1, oso 

. · ~· ever- e 2 , 000 122 

Jw~ - l 1 , ,:,o 
15 l , ZfO 
31.1 l , OtiO 

Junt: !'.V~l't..ue l , ZvO 82 

2 ' 37!. '/25 

Jt.nuc.ry 2C, 1939 
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Ae paeeed k fUll Commttee, Japuarz 21, 19!19 

£SUBCOMMITTEE PRINTJ 

Calendar No. 
7&rnCONORESS H J RES 83 l8T8USION e e e 

[Report No. ] 

Ps r: vv. R A. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

JAl\""UARY 161 1939 

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

JANUARY - 1 1989 

Reported by Mr. ---, with amendments 

(Omit the pnrt stn1ck tbrough und lntlt'rL the port prlnred In l!allc] 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Making An additional app1·op1·intion for work relief 1md relief for 

the fiscal year cndiug J1tne SO, 1939. 

1 Resolved by the Senate and Douse of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That in order to continue to provide work relief on useful 

4 public projects, and relief, as authorized in the Emergenc.v 

5 Relief Appropriation Act of 1938, and subject to a.ll of tho 

6 provisions of such Act, there is hereby appropriated to the 

7 Wo1·ks Progress Administration, out of nuy money in the 

8 '£rcmmry not otherwise npproprintod, tho sum of $725,000,-

9 000, which llmotmt shall be added to tho S1,425,000,000 ' 

J.l22710 

' 
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2 

1 upproprinted to th11t Admiui~trution iu section I, subsection 

2 ( l) , of such Emcrgcucy UelicJ A pproprintion Act of 1938 

3 nnd shnll proportionntcly increase the nmonuts specified in 

4 fuuitntious (1), (2), and (13), of (d) of subsection (1) of 

5 scctiou 1 of l<nclt Act: P1·ovided, That the provisions of sec-

6 tiou 2 of such Act prescribing Febrnary 28, 1939, as the end . ' 
'J of the period O\'Cr '"vbich tile fuud~ 11.ppropriuted to tlw Worb 

8 Progress Admi11lstmtion shall bo apportioned and distributed 

9 nre hereby niUouded ·so ns to ]Jrcscdbc .Ttme 30, 1989, as 

10 the end of such period: P1·ovid('d fw·thm·, Thnt notwithstand-

11 iug any of the provisions of section 2 of the Emergency Re-

12 lief Appropriation Act of 1938, the amount herein appro-

13 printed shall be so apportioned by the Works Prog•·css 

14 Adruinistrntinn us to cover the <mtirc JICriod from the dnto X 
15 of the U}Jproval of this .let tmtil June 30, 1939: P1·ovidcd 

be no adminietrative 
16 furtl!er, That prior to April1 tltero sltalljul ~ tllc 1·eductio1t 

17 of more than 5 pe1· CC?llmn in the numbe1· of e1nployees upon 

18 1Jl orks Progress projects and that the funds available {o1· the 

19 7·mnainde1· of the fiscal year shaft be a71portioned in tlte dis-

20 cretion of the Admini.strato1·: P1·ovided furl he~·, 'I' hat should 

21 there arise an emergency which in the opinion of the P?·esi-

22 dent would regu·ire the submission of an estimate for an addi-

23 tional appropri.atio11, the P1·esident 'in submilti:ng such esti-

24 male shall submit a statement as to the facts ·con{ltituting suclt 

25 emc,·gcncy: P1·ovided fw·thm·, That the Administ1·ator shall 

I 
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1 immediately cause to be made an investigation of the rolls of 

2 em71loyees on wOJ·k tn·ojects and eliminate from such rolls 

3 those not in actual need: P1·ovided {U?·tlter, That the limita-

4 tion of $60,000,000 in section 3 of such Act, on the amoWlt 

5 thnt may be allocnted to other Federnl departments, estab-

6 lishments, and agencies is hereby increased to $83,000,000: 

7 P1·ovided f'urther, That the words "and priot· to February 

8 28, 1939," are Iiereby"de:Ietea ffoih section 23 of such A.ot: 

9 P1·ovided fm·the-r, Thnt the provisions of Executive Ordol' 

10 Nnmbcl'ed 7916, dated June 24, 1938, shall not apply to 

11 positions the compensation of which is payable from appl'o-

12 priations contained in the Emergency Relief Appropriation 

13 Act of 1938 or from the amount appropriated in this joint 

14: resolution, and such appropriations shall not be available for 

15 the compensation of the incumbent of any position placed 

16 in the competitive classified civil service of the United States 

17 after J anuary 10, 1939;-&m ~previae she:D ~ apply te 
' 

18 1~esi-tieas the eempeftStttiea ef which f6 p&yaale hem the 

19 8:J3J3Fepri:&ti~ ffitHle ffi sttllseetieas -feh -f6h fit; tl:ftti -f8t 

20 ef see~en ± ef the atNd Emerge.aey Rel:ief Appt•epriatiea Ae!: 

21 fll' lll3H: P9·ejjidcd /twthm·, ~ M J'A9fl~' hereiA 8:)3fll'e 

22 f1Pit\~ed sAAlt he tw&ilo.Jale w ~ ea.lod'y, t'emttBet•a.tiefl et' 

2H l~enef:i:l te !ley' persea w$ slW-l here&ftel' i-R &.ay wa.y a.ttempt 

24 tt:t iaf.llieaee tOO Tete ef A'ft:r pet·sea eP persess reeei'.•ffig 

25 8:llf sai!H'j', l'emi:IBef'lbtiea er beaeats heretttHler: P'f'e~i.fled. 



1 ~~,.tJte,., ~ ffte 9;flJlT9fll'i&ti9Btl hereiB mMe sMJ:l ft&6 ee 
2 tlfrttilftele &Blese 8IMl tiBal l'ftfe9 ef p&y ef emJ.!leyeee ef the 

3 Wel'ft Pregress MmiBist.r&aeti ft!'e ee 4Hte& ~ apprepriftte 

4 adtBieis~ve efllet: !19 te elimiBate EliftereaaeJB ift f&tes ef 

5 p&y ef wetirefS ef the sa:me geaef&l elaes eHeeediBg ~ per 

6 eeB~ ef fhe ffle'lfimnm fMe9 aB eetweea werkel'fl empleyee 

7 m diiereftt S&a.tes et' dH'fereBt &FeQ6 ef the sa:me geaer&l eype 

8 m the eevel:'fl:l S&a.tes: ;p, "r~idul /a• tlte)) , Tftat not later titan 

9 ~i!Ny- rl9YB fc1lo~g the lii1JTJ'9val 9f this j9i'Rt f'889lrt4~ 

10 -6Hi4-.lfW!liJitkstfJRdin{j-a11JY 9the'P TJ'PO~lsi9n 9{ llilw, the W9,.ks 

11 P.P9g.~·ess Aflmi~istr"ti9~ sll"ll S9 del9nRi~e "~d ~ fAa h9w'Ply 

12 m'es of pay of nnplnyees a,f t],e Works Pa·ogrgss IJ.dt.l3i~is 

13 tration engaged on-.prr*I:IS at Ul9 8~-urity U'O!JII, 89 lhlilt 

14 ~ be nn griJr.liiJ"F di{fiJ"F~tial lhliiA .U '{}IJ"F e~~m 1A 

15 the h9lirly rAt" Q.l 'P"Y b~""~ worZ.~·s iA tbe BO~IJ 91:G'Y... 

16 j}liiR~ i~ Qor6'QS of the SllmC g.CAerQ/ liype iA the B~IJ"FQZ 

17 8ttttt3: Ptoe~ided fii:Piltei·, ~ ae pa:T6 ef the meaey hereift 

18 appreprittted sM1l be pa:id te 11Bj"8fte whe is ~ e. eittileB 

19 flf the Ufli~eEl Stt:ttes ef .Ameriee.:' A•et~ided {-ti;f'tke,., !.l!lw Be 
{ Restored] -

20 reqttiremeat ef eltgiei:litj· fer empleymeat IHifler etteh Emer 

21 geRey Relief ~"q>pFepriatie Aet ef 1988, ae e.meaflefl, ah&ll 

22 be eft'eetiYe whieh pFehi bi {Is t.fte emple:rnetH ef pel'!lefls % 

23 ~ ef &ge et' evef et' W9HleB wif'h eepeRB8J:l~ ehilfkea1J 

24 P1•et~id:ed {twthel', ~ oo meaey herem appreprie:tea sMil 

25 be '*led te pa;y M1e eempeBsatiea ef aay ettpef'l"tiler, fereH!ft:ft, 
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Provided .further, that no 1\mds herein appropriated -

shall be used by ~ Federal agency to establish llills or 

factories which wOIUd sell articles or u.terials in ca.petitiOD 

with existing industries. 

w Vlll •,.o.v• J:' ... ..,J""""'"' ... ...-.. --- r--· ·- 0 

7 SEc. 2. No alien ·illegally within the liwits of the 

8 United States, and no al·ien wlto has not, p1··io1· to Jt~ne 21, 

9 1938, filed a decla:ration of inteutiou to become an Ame?"ican 

10 citizen which is ·valid and has not expi9·ed, shall knowingly 

11 be given emtJioyment Ot' continued in. employment on any 

12 p1·oject prosecuted under the ap11rop1·iations contained in 

13 the Emerge1wy Relief Appropriation Act of 1938 or this 

14 joint ?'esolution: P1·ovided, That preference in employ1nent 

15 on such p1·ojects shall be given in the following 01·der: (1) 

16 Veterans of tlte World Ww· and the Spa11ish-An~.erican War 

17 and veterans of any campaign or expedition in which the 

18 Un·ited States has been engaged (as determi11ed on the basis 

19 of the laws administe1·ed by the Vete?·an8' Administration) 

20 wllo w·e in need and are .dmerican citizen.~; ( 2) other Ame1·i·· 

21 can c-itizen.~, J ndians, and olhe1· persons owin,q allegiance to 

22 the Un-ited Stales who m·e in need; a11d (3) those alien,s ·in 

23 need who.~e declamti.ons of intention to become American 

24 citizens we1·e filed J11'im· to Jw1e 21, 1.938, a11d a1·e valid 

25 and have not expired. 

-
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l SEc. 3. (a) lt shall be u11la1V{ttl for rmy pe1·son, ,di-

2 1·ectly o1· indirectly, to offer 01· promise any emplcyment, po-

3 siti(m, work, com:pensation, 01· othe~· benefit, provided for or 

4 made possible by the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act 

6 of 1938 or th-is jo·inl resohttion, to any tJm•son as considm·a-

6 lion, favor, or reward for any tJOI'itical act·ivity or fo1' tl!e 

7 SI£J1po·rt of 01· opposition to any candidate o1· any pol·itical 
' 

8 ]Ja·rty i:n any elect·ion. 

9 (b) l t shall be nnlawfttl f m· o 11 !J 1Jei'SOn employed in any 

10 rulmini.~trative o1· su1Je~·vi.M·.r; capacity by any agency of 

11 the Fedm·al Government, whose comzumsotion 01· any pari 

12 thereof is paid [1·om f uncls autho1·ized or ar1prop1· iated by 

13 the Emergency R elief App1'01J7'iation Act of 1938 at' thi.s 

14 joint t•esolution, to dep1·ive, aUem.pt to dep1·ive, ot· threaten 

15 to dep1·ive, by any means, any 71ersou of any employment, 

16 position, work, C()mpensation, 01· other benefit, provided jo1· or 

17 made possible by the Emergency Relief App1·opriati())l Act of 

18 1938 or this joint 1'esol·ltlion, on account of any political 

19 actiJYity, support of, or opposition to any candidate or any 

20 yJolitical party in any election. 
knowin~ 

21 (c) Any r1erson who/violates any ?J?•ovisi()11 of this 

22 .~eclion shalf be ouifty of a felony and, 1t7JO'II conviction, shall 

23 be fined wot more than $1,000 or im7n·ismnntml fo·r not more 

24 than one year, or both. • 

--

r 
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1 SI'X'. 4. (a) 1 t shall be uulowfttl for any JU>r~son em-

2 ployed in OII/I aclmini.~trative or snpervi.~01'!1 capacity by au!/ 

3 llfJl!IICJI of the Federal Gcrorrumcnt, whose compensation m· 

4 au!f part tlwreuf is paid f1·ou~ fuud.1 aulhurized ur appruJrri-

5 atrd b!l lite E?IU:I'!Jency llelief AtiJn·opriation Act of 1.tJ38 

6 Ol' this joint 1·esolutiou, to Me his official auth01·ity 01· i11-t 

7 fluence for the pm·pose of ·inte1'{erinr1 wi.tlt an election 01· af-

8 (twliii!J the ?·e.~u {/.~ the1·eo(. A.ll such 'P'"~'SOIIS 8lwll ?'CUtin tlle 

9 l'i,r;ltt to vole a.~ they please and lo e.'Vzn·ess rwivalely lheh· 

10 opi,riu1~c~ on all political .subjects, but they shalL talco 110 active 

11 Jlarl ill 7JOlit-icul1nanagemeut 01· in 1'olitical cmnpaigns. 

12 (b) Any Jiei'IJOII ·violatiug the provi.sions of this section 

13 .4wl/ be immetlialci.'J remm,ed from the position or ofjice 

14 hclcl by !tim, aud thereafter 110 part of the (u11ds appropriatRil 

15 by the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act o/1938 01· !hi.~ 

16 joiut?·esoluliou shall be used to pay the compensation of such 

17 'j)f!I'IJ(I11. 

knowingly 
18 SEc. ,:;, (a) 1 t shall be unlawful for any periJOII/ tn 

knowingly 
19 .~olicit, or/ be i11 any mmmer concerned i1t solicitinfj, Wl!J 

20 a~JIJe.~smenl, 8ub.scription, or contribution fot· the cam11(1'ir;n e.L'-

21 penses of any ind'ivid1wl or political party {1·om nny pe1'son 

22 entitled to o1· 1'eceiviur1 compensation or employment p·rovicled 

23 fur by 1/u• Eme,·gencv Helie{ .dtJ]!J'O]Wiation Act of 1.?38 Ol' 

24 th is joint ·resolutiou. 



8 
kno~iq . . f h' ~ (b) Au!/ ptti\~On /l!ho/vwlale.~ G11!J promS'Iort o t ts sec--

2 lion .~/wll b(' ouili!J of a felou!/ and, urJOn conviction, shall be 

8 fined no/ ·morr /han $1,000 o1· imprisoned for not more thm~ 

4 one: !Jt•ar, or bolh. 

6 Sec. 6. Section 21 of !he Emergency Relief Appropria-
by etrildng out the word 

6 I ion Act of 1938 is hereby amended I SQ 1'18 19 6l69ll4Sll 

7 "1J1•ojects'', /?'9111 the 1!1-a,emeut {hBI'Biit l't:IJiti:J ed 68 he tltth -

8 ~(j 061t,(jl ~3. 

9 SEc. 7. No pe1·son ·in need who 1'efu,ses a bona (tde offer 

10 of p1·ivale mn71lo;tpnent ·u.nder 1·easonable w01·king conditions 

11 which pa,t;s the rn·evailing wage jo1· such work in the com-

12 mmtity whe1·e he 1·esides and who is capable of performing 

13 l!uch work sltall be emplo!Jed or ?'elained in employment on 

14 u;ork }JI'Oject.~ mtdC'1' lfu, f und.s apprO]Jriated in the Emer-

15 gene!/ Relief Al1JJI'opriatioJt Act o/1938 or this joint resolu-

16 tion for the period such private empwyment would be avail-

17 able: P1·ovidcd, 'l'hat any per.son who takes such p1·ivate em-

18 71loyment shall at the expiration lher·eof be entitled to im-

19 mediate 1'6SU7n]Jtion of his zn·evious employment Status with the 

20 W o1·ks P1·o!Jress Administration if he is st·ill in need and if 

21 he has lost the private employment th1·ouglt no fault of his 

22 own. 

P11Ssetlll1e Honse of Hcprescutlltives January 13, l 939. 

Attest: SOUTH TRIMBLE, 

Clerk. 
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P. s · F..· W. P. I ~ 
MATTERS SgRIOUSLY AfFECTING WQRKS fROGRE§S AP"INISTRATIQN 

HOUSE JOlWl' lfESOLUTION ~26 .-1 Qo ,. , . 

xv. l I " L""') 
U:gJor Imoortanoe \ 

1. Transfer of $125, 990, 000 to the Public Works Administra­
(Lines 4 to 7 on page 2. ) 

2. Limitation of $25)900 on projects for the construction 
buildings . (Section 12 on page 15.) 

3. The creation of a Board to administer the F.ork Projects 
Administration. (Subsection (g) of Section 1 , page 5. ) 

4. Enforced furloughs for project workers who have been on ~ the rolls for 18 months or more. (Subsection (b) of Section 16, page 17 . ) 

• , ,\ ~ ,, ( 5. Limitation on administrative expense. (Subsection (e) o! , ~, V ,~.v Section 1, page 5. ) 
~ . J ~,«'~- ' 

• If '.4( 6. Prohibition of changes in oompe.nsation. (Subsection (c) ' ' 7 of Section 22, page 23 . ) 

Lesser Importapce 

1 . The elimination of the Federal Theatre Proj ect with the 
requirement that the other Arts r roj ects must be locally sponsored 
aft er August 31, 1959. (Subsections (~) and . (b) of Section 25, page 25.) 

2. The reduction of the permissible non-labor expenditure 
from i7 to ~6 per man~onth . (Subsection (d) of Section l , page 4.) 

5. The prohibition against the transfer of fUnds to Federal 
Agencies for projects . (Subsection (c)' of Section 15, page 16. ) 

4. The requirement that J.n employing or retaining for em­
ployment on projects preference shall be determined on the basis of 
relative needs. (Subsection (a) of Sect ion 16, page 17. ) 

5 . The provision that persons eUgible for Social Security 
benefits shall not be employed on the program is made provisi onal on 
the availability of funds to enable the payment o! such benefits to 
them, which largely defeats the purpose o! this provision. (Subsection 
(e) of Section 16, page 19.) 
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1/ 
June 21, 1939. 

Dear Scaator Bpuear 

I llan ;your letter ot thAI 19th ill lllbich ;you aalt IV' poeition 

aa t o the prortlion ot the '"Work Relief and Public Workl Appropriation 

Act ot 1939" ae paaaed b7 the Rouse ot Repreaentativea ( H.R. Rea. 326) 

Which would allot tl25,ooo,ooo to the Public Worka Administration tor 

l oans and srants tor non-:rederal public l!Orka. 

I em opposed to this prortsion. It means simply that •165,000 

men who are badl7 in need ot work Will ban to be dropped trom the 

Works Progress .Adm1nietration rolla; 111811Who in t he great major ity ot 

cases ere the sole support ot .tam1Ues whose subsistence depends on 

this slender income. What 111.11 happen to most ot these men is tbat 

they 'llill be t orced onto alread.7 overburdened direct relief rolla ot 

cities, to'lllls and countie s , or, it these are 1Dsutticiant t o care tor 

them, onto private charity. 
' 

I believe there i s a better 1i'87 to accomplish the laudable 

purpoees ot this bill. 'l'he great lll!ljority ot people of this countey 

have come to realize that there are certain t ;ypes ot public improv81118nts 

and bettel'III8Zlts llhich should be undertaken at times 'flhen there is need 

tor a at1lllulus to amplOJ'lllant. At such times the J'ederal GoTel'Dlllent 

should turnisb tunds tor ptajecta ot this k1Dd at a low r ate ot interest, 

it being clearly understood that the projects t hemselves shall be selt­

liquidsting and ot such a nature as to turnish a ll.llJdJmlm ot employment 

ppr dollar ot i nvestment. 

\ 



-2-

There Mema 11.0 ree.ao». - 1illere ahould not be adopted aa a 

perm•nent poliOJ of the Oonrmaet the dneloP*tt and maintenance 

1118Ilte and used to t1n811Ce new projects at tim• 'llhan tt.re is need 
I 

of extra etillulua to •ploymmt. Such tiMa Will reour in the tuture, 

as they have in the past, and there Will always be need for public 

facilities 1111d i.apro't'cent s ill. our natural resources which can be 

most profitably JUt by the use at times of greatest need of anployment 

of the acOUIIIUlated receipts of su.ch a re't'OlViJ:l8 tund. 

At JQY 8U&Iestion, 't'IU'ious departmem s and agencies of the 

Go't'erJ11118nt ha't'e cannssed the situation to find projects llhich will 

men genatne public needs - projects thet can be put UDder lillY qu.ickJ¥ 

and, of great importance, will be self-liquidating. Thii.Y have found 

a 't'Sriety of su.ch projects 'llhich have stood the test of careful 

scrutiny Wld llhioh hold the promise of a great volUIIIe of productive 

expenditure and •ployment. I believe this is a much sounder lll8thod 

of dealing With the problem than the di't'ersion of tl25,ooo,ooo of 

work-relief funds. All can be financed through the issuance of 

guaranteed securities by Oo't'ernment agencies With good prospect of 

repayment of both principal end interest throup earnings. ·~ 
I have caused estimates to be made of the enent of the field 

tor investment of funds in re't'enue earning channela on a self-

liquidatin& basis and ill. no W&T eompetiti't'e With private enterprise. 

The estimates are, I belie't'e, conserTati't'e. The types of projeota 

I han 1». lli.nd are listed below, tosether w1 tb the 8liiiL8 'l'lhioh, it ia 

estiliBted, can be put to work to provide tmplo,-ut for 118111 1111d 

' 
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-ohines in diverse lines of industry within tho ooming fisoal year. 

Thoao projoota are in addition to progr~ already submitted. 

Program Total Loan 
duration Amount disburaoi!IIIIta 

of fiscal year 
(years) Program 1940 

I . Federal Works Agency -
(a) Non- Federal public worksa 2 4/5501A $160M 

Projeota of the eolf-finan-
oing typo to be. financed by 
loans at sufficiently low 
rates of intereet to etimulato 
borrowing for this purpose. 
The type of projects V«>uld be 
water- works, se-ge disposal 
plants , bridges, hospitals, and 
other municipal projects . 

(b) Express Post-Roads: 4 760 150 
Self- liquidating toll roads: 
br i dges, high-speed high-ys 
and oity by-passes. 

(c) Railroad E.uipmsnt: 3 500 100 
Authority to purchase all 
types of railroad equipment 
which is to be leased to rail-
roads at a rate which ·.rlll 
ret urn the cost to t he United 
States over a period of years. 
Cnrrlers would have the option 
to buy the leased equipment. 

!1. Department of Agriculture -
(a) Rural Electr ification: 7 460 20 

Expansion of present rural 
electrification program to 
reach a mo.xl.:!\um of 1-f million 
rur11l familie s not novr reoeiv-
ing eleotrio service nor likely 
to reoei ve such service in the 
near future . 



/ • 
(reare) 

(b) J'ulll Tenant Prognm: 2 
:Bxpanllion of the selt-llqui­
dat~ portion or the program of 
the J'arm s.ourity .Administration 
for tenant farm purchases , 
rehabilitation program, loans 
tor minor improvements and repairs, 
loans to resettlement cooperatives, 
and loans for water facilities. 

IIt. Foreign Loans - I 

Bxtension or short and long-· 
term loans to foreign govern­
ments for the pur.Poss of proliiOt­
~ our foreign trade. 'l'he 
proceeds of these loans 110uld be 
s pent in the United States and 
'IIOuld be used for develop!l8llt and 
reconstruction purposes in the 
foreign count:ey. 

TC1l'ALS 

Total 
81110U1lt 

of 
prol£!! 

1500 

$3,060M 

Loan 
disburs-nts 
fiaoal year 

1940 

l!OO 

This program liOuld st1.Dm.late a greater 8lllount of productive 

• 
expenditure than is indicated by the total esti.lllated loan disburae­

monts of $870 lllilllons tor the fiscal year 1940. Some parts of 

it will inTOlve additional local e:q>enditures not financed by Federal 

funds, and other indireat expenditures will be generated. 

To give effect to the program outlined above, some supple-

mcntary legislation will be necessary. As a part, however , of the 

Whole program for stimulating productive employment, I include another 

proposal Which Will not require legislation in addition to that now 

pending. This is the expansion of the public housing program of the 

, 
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United states Bousln8 Authority throup sxtm41ng its borrowinc 

power by teoo,ooo,ooo. I haTe already indicated ~ approval ot 

this legislation. 

It 70u think well o~ such a procram as I ban outlined I 

shall. be glad t o oonter w1 th you and your oolleegues and wUh 

llembers ot the Bouae ot Representatives. I am sending copies ot 

this letter t o the Chairman ot the Appropriations, Finance and 

Ban.k1ng and CUrrency Oolllllittees ot the Senate and to the Ohairmen 

ot the Ways and l4eans, Banking and Currency and Appropriations 

Committees ot the Bouse. 

Honorable J'ames F. Byrnes, 

united States Senate. 

' 

r. 

n 
(Signed) Franklin D, Roosevelt 

• 



Senator GU:Iss 

Senator Harrison 

Senator 11agner 

Senator llarkley 

Vice President 
. 

Oong . Steagall 

Cong. Taylor, Chairman Appropriations Committee 

Cong. Dough ton 

Cong. Rayburn 
: 

Speaker of the House 

• 
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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Washington, D. C. 

Dea-r Llr . P resident : 

The resolution passed by the House on the 
16th., m!!!d.ng e.n appropriation for work r elief , pro­
vides that of the amount appropriated one hundred and 
htenty-fi ve II11llion dollars shall be transferred to the 
Public Works Administr ation. 

You did not stibll11 t to the Congress an 
estimate for e.n appropriation for the Public Works 
Adll11n1strat1on. I wish you would advise me what ef­
foct, i n your opinion, this transfer will have upon the 
number ot persons to be furnished employment during the 
next fiscal year, and whet her or not you believe the 
t ransfer wise. 

respeottu~~ 

07 7"'~----... ·--~ 
J.A.\00 F . :BYRNES. 

n: sc 

.. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE \- ¥- \ _ / 
WASHINGTON , \Y ry 

3uJ¥26, 1939~ 

lmllRANDlll FOR THE PRESIDmT: 

It develops that the rough draft 
of a memorandum prepared b7 TOIIIID,7 Corcoran to 
show Harrington for his signature, was never 
·shown him and got in your basket b7 mistake. 

Barrington made me promise to tell 
you that the sentiments expressed therein 
were not in accord with his views, and that 
he considered them, as shown by his memorandum 
a ttached hereto, as both il.legal and lDlwise. 

~ . . 
E.M. W. 

• 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMHINGTON 

Jul7 25, 1939. 

WEMORANDUW FOR 

GENERAL WATSON 

Will you oheok with Colonel 

Harrington and see it he wants this 

done now or i! he !eels it would 

be better to let it ride tor a 

little while? 

F. D. R • 

.. 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHI N GTON 

July 25, 1939 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR GElfERAL WATSO!I : 

I never saw the do~ent 
which is attached to the President 1 s 
momorandUJD to you of July twenty-fifth, 
although my name is penciled at the 
bottom of it. 

I am not at all in accord 
with using any device to return to the 
payment of prevailing wages which 
I believe to be both unrlse and 
illegal. 

• 

-

• 
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Dear Mr. President: 

The refusal ot skilled wor~ra in certain 

'"' sections ot the country to work tor leas e prevailing 
A 

hourly rate, baa created a very serious situation with 

respect to the preservation ot the v lue ot government 

property. ~ ,v~ ~~ ~~~~,-~ 
in some 1ue11aneaa where, ttsz lnatuila, t.l"'•- '" 

construction has been finished upon a building tor all 

purposes except to complete the root, the costs ot 

delay impose a greater tinano1al burden upon the govern­

ment than it would have to bear to complete these projects 

immed1a tely through the payment ot the prevailing hourly 

rats. This is true 1n the case ot a large number ot 

projeota which have been interrupted a substantial way 

through to completion. 

I should appreciate it very much it I m1ght 

have the benefit ot an opinion by the Attorney General 

letting me know whether I can tairly proceed with the 

completion ot projects ot this kind, so as to protect the 

existing government investment in the work already done, 

under the emergency powers conterred upon me under Section 

l~)ot the Relief Appropriation Aot of 1939. 

0 0 
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P~F: W FA 

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINlnRATION 

WAIIHINOTOH 

January 10, 1940 

My dear Jim1 

Attached hereto is 

the letter I spoke to you over 

t he phone about this morning. 

I will appreciate your getting 

this in to the President. 

~~. James H. Rowe 
Administrative Assistant to the 

President 
The White House 

•• 
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NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON BUIL.OIHG 

AUBREY W ILLIAM & 
AON IH18T"ATOflt 

NEW YOR K AVENUE: AND F IFTEENTH STREET NW, 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

The President 
The White House 

My dear Mr. President: 

January 10, 1940 

I SJn informed that they are again moving to try 
some more people in connection with the Minnesota l'fPA strike 
of last July . It is difficult to understand' why this should 
be done . It was bo.d, enough that the original trials were ever 
held on the grounds of conspira cy to violate a provision of 
the Relief Act which was or iginally intended to protect the 
workers . 

What makes the matter more unseemly at the present 
time i a that none of those convicted in these trials have to 
this date been sentenced, indicating that even the judge seems 
to feel that the whole thing has descended to a level of per­
secution. There is also considerable evidence that even the 
conservative papers are using adverse opinion to show the per­
secution character of the trials. 

What also makes the Minnesota situation difficult 
to understand is that a similar series of incidents occurred 
in New York City at the sSJne time with the whole matter being 
di smissed by the district attomey of that jurisdiction. 

It is difficult to escape the feeling that the 
entire matter i s being handled in such a way as to bring dis­
credit upon this Administr ation as wel l as create distrust 
and hatred of collective be.rgai.ning agencies . 

It ought to be pointed out also that 14 of the 
last 25 convicted were women, which doesn't help the matter 
very much . 



I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON January l<t, _!2fE..... 

Hemomndum For Ihs President. 

Kinnesota w. P. A. Cases 

You told me to tell Frank Murphy. then Attorney General, to stop the 
7f.P.A. proseoutione in 1111nnesota, Wl:l.1oh I did . llurphy said he would. 

However, MurphY ins tead told Sohweinhaut , head of the Civil Liberties 
Section, to diseuse these oases with me and by the time he did Murphy was no 
longer Attorney General. 

Schweinhaut feels ten more defendants should be tried (over the protest 
of the Minnesota District Attorney who wants t o try at l east twenty-five) . 
Schwsinhaut feels that this ten are as guilty as those already convicted. My 
answer was that probabl,y all of the 170 indicted are just as guilty, and the 
prosecutions might as well stop now rather than attar ten more. 

There was undoubtedly violence, fomented by certain labor leaders who 
are "bad actors". Some of the strikers undoubtedl;y should have been punished 
with a fine and a few da,ys in jail. The ll'ederal Judge will probabl;y be 
lenient with those already convicted. There is a definite cleavage in senti­
ment in Wmlesota. The business ~;;roups and labor groups are both outraged 
for obviousl,y different reason.s . Both Senators are doing everything they can 
to keep out of the situation. 

The original jury was a "blue ribbon" Jury , selected from Chamber of 
Commerce lists and not one laboring man was even on the panel. This probably 
outraged labor more than anything else, but Murphy refused to have the panel 
dismissed. Ju~e Devaney, wbo once discussed these oases with me , emphasized 
t hat it is an extremely dangerous precedent for the future to have a labor 
case tried by a "blue ribbon" jury and acquiesced i n by a liberal administration . 
In the SEIIIls situati on in New York, John Cahill refused to use this conspiracy 
and felony statute for what i s , after all, no more than a misdam.eanor. 

I dislike bringing the question back to you after getting rq orders 
once , but Murphy evidentl;y wanted you to have these facts . Also his withdrawal 
from Juetice rather puts Jackson "in a spot". Whatever acUon is taken, 
Jackson will now be criticized for something over which he had no responsibility. 

}lay I tell Schweinhaut t hese cases should be dismissed? 

May I have him expl ain to the Di strict Attorney and other interested 
parties (not publicly unless nocessar.y) that thi s was one of l.!ur,Phy' s ll!.st 
orders before leaving t .ha Department or JU&tice? This will afford Jackson 
some protection . 

James Rowe , lr . 
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~D M. -=utiliTY A..:NCY 

NATIONAL. YOUTH ADMINISTftATION 

WAatttNGTOH 

J alll.lary 20, 

J!.y dear Mr. President : 

You v:ere great l ast night . There is no one 
anywhere who compares with you. You really made the 
conference successful. God, I don't know what ' s to 
become of us when you go! 

I am going to the west 
l'.ashillgton, Idaho) for 10 days . 
moment with you when I get back. 

The President 
'l'he White House 

coast (Montana, Oregon, 
I hope I can have a 

I , .. 
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THE WHITE H O US& 

WASHINGTON 

Ms.roh 6 , 1941 

I th ink Huntn1· is oy all means 

th~ bos e oet for tho ao~o intmenc a~ 

•· . .. •.r.. . in spice of the l nt ter which be 

has sent you. 

H.L.H. 



~-r· • •• . w. 

• 

• 

r. 



J"EDDtAL WOI'~ AGENCY 

WOI'K P'I'OJI:CTS ADMIHIIITI'ATION 

WAaH.-TCH 

:Arch 4 , 191.1 

?l::R!:O!It1 leND CONFlJJEl?IJL ;~:OPJilluU.l r'OR: 

Bri&.?.dier GenerW. E. r.1 . r.atSOll 
[ecrctrry to the !'resident 

JJerr Pa: 

Attochea to this is a very pers onal 
.lot.ter to the .<'resident \';hich I would sincerely 
eppreciute your getting to him immediately. 

~·incerely yours , 



-. 
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HO WARD 0 . HUNTER 

ACTI~O C OW .. IIIIOHI,_ o r WOilllll PltOJ I CU 

The President 
The White House 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

173 4 NEW YORK AVENU E. NW. 

WAS H I NGTO N . D . C . 

.March 4, 1941 

• • 

t.!y ae.'!.r Mr . President: 

I want to recommend tlle appoint ment ot· fAr. Robert L. MacDougall 
or Geor gia as Commissi oner of t he i'lork Proj ects Administration. 

Mr. ~.1acDougall is at pr esent a Regional Director of the Admin­
istration , and he was pr eviousl y State Administr ator in Georgia. He was 
also Chief Engineer for Georgi a under the Civil Works Admini stration, and 
he has been in service under the Feder al work and r elief pr ogr ams con­
tinuously except i'or a short t ime when he was Director of the Atlanta 
Housing Authority. 

It is important that a Comoiss ioner of the ~lork Projects Admin­
istre~ion be appointed noTI. I have c~ried on as Acting Co~issioner 
s ince Colonel l:larrington Is <ieath last ! "all, and in rect since J.ast July 
when Colonel Harrington oeceme ser iously Ul. During this period the r.PA 
orgcnization bas made a good record of public service and efficient 
perforcance of responsibilities gi ven to i t by the Congress . 

FollowinG a critical inyestigation of the f.PA by the House of 
Repres entatives, ue have come through a national politiccl campaien without 
a s ingle serious charge against us; we have secured a supplemental ap­
propriation for the balnnce or the pr esent fiscal year on the er~ct terms 
reco~~ended by you; we have increased emplqyment on important national de­
f ense projects to a half-nillion TIPA \iorkers, c:nd the ~1ork being done by 
these 'i'TPA v;orkers has received s'trong a;>proval from the Army and Navy. 
J.oc. 1 ~:. nd stl'te projects in lltit-.1. tion t o Clei'ense work are receivine in­
creccing support .und approv~~. and the public acceptance of your program 
of providing useful \';ork 1'or needy unemployed persons i s better todc.y 
tlw.n ever before . 

'l'he intcncive development of the t otal neti onal defense effort 
ir to s ome er.tent increczi ng opportuni ties for pr ivftte employment . Many 
t houscnci.r. o:(' tPA ·.1orker s c.re going br.ck int o privr. t e industry . It is 
tx·ue tilL t t>.t present there i s a ba ck log of ebout a million employa ble 
/ 1mcrict n citizens ~;ho cannot find priv<>te j obs and l'!ho are eligible for 
:.i'A employment . Nevertheless, in l i ne 17i th the total economic irnprove­
ncnt, ·I'll employment i s decrersing . One of the major activities of the 
\.1-'l • flc.ministr: tive or{;c nization i s the cievelopment of a comprehensive 
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reservoir of needed end useful public projects ¥1hich t71ll be on hwld here 
in r:csldncton , f:ith engineering and financing plans, end which can be 
pull ed out in a hurry for use in the event there is a sudden stoppage of 
industrial sctivity. When defense emergency activities slow up, these 
project~ '•ill be avPilable for the employment of any number of persons 
~·ho may be thrown out of jobs. 

I kno·1: that your purpose i s along these lines, and thE. t your 
policy ifl to continue a program of work t'or W1employed persons rather than 
re(juire them to depend upon the vagaries , and often indecencies , oi' an 
uncex·ta.in l ocal system oi' doles . 

Uonsequcntly, 1 think that a permanent appointment of a 
Uorrunis!lioner of the \~ork Projects Actministra tion should be made at this 
time . My recommendation of Mr . r,JacDougall is carefully considered. He 
is an able auministr~tor and engineer . He has the respect and confidence 
of 'the leaders in the I'IPA organization. He hes had excellent public 
relations . t'eelin{; that it is absol utely essentie.l that the new 
CommiRsioner be someone connected with and thoroughly familiar with the 
\'iPA progr&.m, I strongly recommend Mr: MacDougtll for this appointment . 

I.e you know, I personally do not ':':ant. to continue as Commissioner 
t'or thic pro&ratl· I have been in service continuously since 1933 l'dth 
'the .r'edertU. relief and r:ork prot,Tams, and consider this ss time Given to 
the ere· test ana most important peace- time e~Tort in the history of the 
nr.~ion . A very large number or the leaders in state and regional ~PA 
organizations end many important public officials , local and n&tional , 
have w·god me t.o continue here but I'or strictly persoD£.1 reesons about 
1.hich you know, I have not agreed to this except insofer es staying here 
until certc.in imporu:..nt •legislative 6.lld acllninistrative matters are settled . 

If my rccollU'lenaation is &ccepted you can be assured thnt I 
expect to be on cell for eny l'tork you may want me for , either no~r or in 
the future . 

Respecti'ully yours , 

1/ ·c1~z: 
~Commissioner 
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KEIIOR.ANOOW FOR 

HOM • .JOilN CARMODY 

I lmow nothing of the merits ot t.be NC•t 
new8p&per controTerey concerning certain bida tor 
aepbalt let tor tba pa'fing or a nmwq em -. 
airport. 1n Florid&. I IIDderatand, blnta,er, t hat 
the two a,enciee acacemed are IP.l and t he Proou.r.­
ment Dhiaioo, both ot which are IID.der yoar 
direction. 

I tw.Ye n en beard 1t. atat.ed that tbeH 
&4r1Cciea plan t o D&ke i t dit!icult for the Georci& 
contr.1.Ctor who n!ter 1a1cb protest aec:urecS one ooo­
tr.~ct, because be "kicked up a et.lr" 1n the n­
papere. .le I aa,y, tbis may be just go Nip. In 
t heae particulAr da,ya, I bun, as you lmo•, too 
114ny probl .... to deYOte m;yselt t o t.ba pl"Qbleq ot llll 
aapbalt bid. Hown er, there ~ be 8o:athin1 to all 
t nh OODTenati ca. I wish you would l ook into tbe 
~~attar, t o 111lke l!W'e there La no "whit-aah" o! en;r 
one conceme4. 

I wU.l.,or course, req upca yocr d1scr at.1oo 
t ... t..lce wnateYer mensures are neceaaary. I need 
hardl,y point out t he bad etrect on pabllc ocat1<lenca 
in our defe1111e program 1C this sort of thing is true. 
I need h.lrd.lJ' a dd I haTe no idea whether 1t 1e true 
or not. 

. \ 

F. D. R. 

• 
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