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The President, 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL TUR£ 

WASHINGTON 

UNI'l'ED BrATBS 
NEIV YORK WORLD'S FAlR OOML!ISSION 

June 28, 19.39 

The Vlhite House. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am returning herewith the d6r respondenoe from 
Mrs. Rhodes concerning the treatment of foreign exhibitors 
at the New York Vlorld ' s Fair. 

So tar as I can discover, the United States 
Commission has no jurisdiction over the relatione betv1een 
the Fair Corporation and the foreign exhibitors, but we 
can at least help you obtain the f'acts • . Ed :Flynn thinks 
he may be able to get same quiet investigation under way 
before he leaves tor Europe on Saturday. 

I shall report our findings to you 4lS soon as 
possible. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

,. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINCITON 

.TUDe 2.3, 19.39· 

laUORANDIJM lOR THB SICREI'ARY 07 AGRICUL'lURE: 

I am Ter,y lllllah worried about the 
tJoeatment ot th.e foreign exhibitors at the 
World'• J'air 1n Nn York. I think you 
are the Ohair.an of the U. S. Commission. 
Perhaps you oould start some quiet investi­
gation into the feeling of the foreign ex­
hibitors and the oau.ees. 

This l.etter tram Mrs. Rhodes is 
merely one of 1114ey samples. H 1& Mt tor 
use so please send it back to me. 

7.D.R. 
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OF FA S HION TREND S 
Jum Ha"tm1ton Rhodes 

U ANA GINC DIRECTOR 
• 

I aa not ••!wing to be a tirat olue nuiunce•, 
bllt hoceetl;r, tb1a Grover Whalen bllsine11 with toreip exhibitor• 
is a scandal. 

I mow the Prel1dent mows how ~ it haa been 
handled, but 1lhen the Pair wants a tew aill1011 dollars troa the 
State tmd Federal GoYen:l8ete, the Prel1dent can ha't'l all the 
si8J1ed attid&vita he nnts troa ne:q toreip abi'td.tor in the 
tair. '!he areateet obetacle toward the fair'• I\10CIIIS 11 Oronr 
IMle. I 11ft with thie and I mow. 

I proaiee not to write erq aore letter• ot 
008plaint or edrlce. 

Lon tmd beat wishes tor a bappr ~aD~~r. 

SbrJM 

llile llarauerite t.Rend 
Secretar,r to the Preei dent 
Tbe 1lh1 te Houae 
Wuhincton, D. C. 

Devot~, 
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BUREAU OF FA S HION TREND S 
June Hamilton Rhodes 

MANAGING DIIE CTOR 

Dear llr. Pr .. ideDta 

Lut 8andq at :fOill' hi.toric pieaio tar the 11111 IIDd 
~111, lira. 2ha.paoa - up to lal'f'!Aa 1Dd raiald coaaiderable 
l'UIIpUI because 7011 ha4 llot walked out illto the aiddle of the Atl.antio 
OcetD md reaaued thoae llille lmndred ret\apea who were OD their Wlll1 
with 110 place to co. Ot oourM, evm I mow 7011 cCJ'Gl..dn•t do that, 
but probablJ 1lhiD you k:Dow what 1a oa rq llilld1 you will th1nk I u aa 
bad .. .... • 'ftlOIIpiOQ. 

r·- Poalib~ you do n.ot mow that w.- perauaded the De!eera 
dcmaolldated 111Dea, Ltd. aDd .Usociated (!cmpauiea end '!!be Diuoad Corp­
orat10D1 Ltd., to take halt of the HOWle ot Jewels at the lew York World'• 
.Fair ud a1Dce this 1a -r pi'OIIOtiOD at the World'• Fair troa ita illcep­
U.oa, I ban bellll dirac~ aasoeiated with llr. H. T. D1ok1Daoa, Teolmi­
cal Director IIDd Cbairun ot the Board, lllld Jtr. r. s. C. Rogera, 
!ccredited qmt, ot the DeBeer • Consolidated .IU.Des, Ltd. 

'!!bey teal exact17 ab011t the taU- u do all of theae other 
ceutleMD tor -.bOll Dr. Jell VaD !ken, president ot the Foreign OoYeru­
MDt Co-'alioaera Club, ~ lut week. !nr;rthiDg that has happeoed 
at the fair with relatian to toreip exhibits baa bellll 1111pleumt, llll-, 
craoioaa, ud ill the CUe of the DiUODd 87Dd1cate, dOIIIU'igbt nade aza4 
Ul'lcooperatin. 'ftleir feeliDg qaillat the wboh thing 1e prett.T kMD 
aDd the7 are uased at the Aaerican Mtboda of tulf1111ng coatracta. 
We. han llad direct reporta alao troa the Awltr•Uau eldllbitora with 
whoa we are attlliated through our Wool aocouut. 

ID oolUJD four Oil the troat page ot the lew York flaea ot 
'ftlurada;y JUne 15th, we aaw, •uo,ooo,ooo 1Exceu1 laid to Pair Lebor•. 
'ftlia ia the laat ot a lCIID( aeriea of justifiable oa.pla1Dta. 

Thera are aoae people who have rated llr. GroTer Whalen aa 
a great ganiu.s. Certainl7 be baa a great ganiu.a tor doing the wr0111 
thing at the wrong ti.ae end unleas be il reaoved tr1111 our fair, it 
will ooatinu.e to lose llundrlda of 'lbouaanda of dollar• a da;y. roreip 
exhibitor• will not participate the following 711ar, ud eveey da;y, 111 
will au4 d.iatl'Uat are built 11p ill the aillde ot the n1'7 people with 
wbCIII WI are t1'71DI to eat.ablieh oal7 the fr1111dlle1t of relatiODI ill 
the intereat ot illternational peace. 
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I mow that 7aa han read, ad probab~ haTe report. 
'llhioh .W co1Do14e with the •tatacta I aa •k'nl, bllt I oa liTe 
7aa aiped atateunta tr011 .verT aae of theae ahi'bitor• whiob .W 
corroborat.. ner,ythi.D1 I haTe etated. 

hrthenore, there are arliat.. .tlo ban c- ont" bare, 
baTe been treated with neglect, U not cODtupt. !he net reltlllt ot 
the reaotiOD ot ""'rT toreiper 1D thia tair 1e that be hu COM to 
Aaerioa 'llhioh 1a a rude, 41ao0\U't.Oil8 OOUDti:'J' aDd hu been •11Ppe4• 
tr011 atart to tini.tt. 

You have done ao 111.D7 thiDga that Hued illpoadble that 
I believe JOU eoo.ld do ao~~eth!Di to 1D aou n;r oa.puaate t.he1e ex­
hibiton trOll (J'eat toreip orpniaatiODII and triead~ CCNDtriel tor 
the apperent clillhoneat treataent tbe7 baTe bad trOll tbia lair Corpora­
tion. latural.q en orgeniaatiOD llU DeBeer• t .. la that 1t rate• 10118 

courteq. 11h•ner llr. Bogera hu reque1te<1 8D7 aalliatance ot m;r kind, 
not ~ tor th11 axbibit bllt tor the DeBeera lar1e 1Ddu1trial exhibit, 
thq haTe been told tbat the World'• Pair 11 a '"rT bis orp.niaatiOD 
and that it 1e 41tt1au.lt to get~ done. 'Jhia ia rather Ullains 
1lheD ,you. think ;rou could drop the 1Jorld1 1 h1.r down arrr aae of the 
Iiaberle,y lhatta and that 1D ten .tnute1 7f'J. YOU.l.d probab~ be \ID&ble 
to locate it. 

the iDIRllar and prcrriDcial point ot -dew ot the otficiall 
1D PD•ral. 11 UDbelinabl.e. I pre.- I O&D1t I!Q' 1Deular because the 
fair im•t real.q Oil •mhattan, ia itt 

I teel ub•wed to write 7011 11bto ;you are ao terribl,y bllq 
and I hope 1011 will torgba 1111 'tlllt this thiDa hu bec011e •o ••lodorou 
and the feeliDs aa the part ot tbe toreisn exhibitors ia 10 keen that 
I tear oar State Department fM1:1 nentuel~ ban to cape with IOU ot 
the clitticultiea ariains out of tb.il nq lew York World'• Pair. 

Jbr;u 

l'relident Prllllltlin D. BooaeTelt 
the llhite Bouse 
Wallhington, D. C. 

VerT 11Deere~ ,youra, 
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