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July 1, 1942

SOVIEY-COMMUNISTIC ACTIVITIES IN POLAND

I. Objectives and Tasks.
The military situation of the U.S.5.R, and its political

designs impose upon Communistic activitles in Poland the follow-

ing specific tasks:

! };‘ :
1)
2)
3)
.*\.,
4)

Military intelligence as well as sabotage and
guerilla actlvities;
Preparing the ground for an armed Insurreection,
which would relieve the pressure on the Soviet |,
front;
Promoting of sympatﬁy for the U.5.5.R. and combatting
any and all influences inimical to Communistic
activities ("K");
Revolutionizing the country to enable the "K" to
grasp power and create a situation which would
Justify intervention from without,
"E" activities are belng conducted along two channels:
(a) Political propaganda emanating from organ-
ization centers of the Polish Communist
Party (KPP) and of the Polish Workmen's
Party (PRR), as well as penetration into
the centers of Polish pro-independence or-

ganizations;

(b) Parachutist and guerilla activities.




l, Methods and Tactics.- In January, 1942, .the Socilety
of Friends of Soviet Russia, organized in the autumn of 1941,
was renamed the Polish Workmen's Party (PPR). 1

) The change indicates no shift in the "K" orientation,
because both t he management and the organization machinery re-
mained the same as before.

The change of name resulted from tactles, as adopted at
present, which consist in avolding names indicating Communistic
Party affiliations because of thelr antagonizing effect on pub-
lic opinion.

In reality the activities of the KPP and of the PPR run
parallel. .

(a) The KPP continues to serve as the skeleton formation
and directing center, which - while directly subordinated to the
Komintern - constitutes a supervising authority for the PPR.
The members of the KPP are not engaged in any overt actlvitles.
They are active 1n local organizafion cellules, dating back to

pre-War days and in the inner PPR circles. They do not engage

in propaganda, do not distribute literature amd do not recruit

new members. They do, however, manage "free circles", composed
of sympathizers and of new members of the PPR. Accordingly, the
KPP constitutes the hlerarchy within the PPR.

(b) Organizing and propaganda activities are being con-
ducted officially by the PPR, which assumed the character of a
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proletarian political party ineluding in its platform both
the slogan .of soclal revolution and of Poland's liberty.

In this way the PPR aligns itself with Polish pro-
independence organizations, but at the same time 1t engages
in soclo-political, as well as in military activities.

The platform of the PPR 1s couched in such general
terms, that it differs but little from the platform of the
Polish Radical Party. It calls for a common struggle agalnst
Hitlerism, stresses the necessity for an international co-opera-
tion among the proletarians of the world and proclaims the PPR
to be the only Polish organization affording the working class
a chance for achieving its specific demands (control over and
participation in the management of the country's economic pro-
duction, as well as a full measure of soclal justice).

The most immedlate objectives have been summarized in
Circular No. 1, dated May 5, 1942, of the PPR's Central Com-
mittee, as follows:

"The circumstances under which the PPR came into exls-
tence constituted the perlod of the most brutal terrorism
and aggression on the part of Hitler's invaders. If that situa-
tion should continue for any length of time with nothing but
passive reslstance on our part, we would soon be threatened
with utter annihilation as a nation. We must act to prevent
such contingency. Ve do so by forming a widest possible front
of natlonal liberation which should establish in the enemy's

rear a second battle line, since the objective of such front of
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national liberation is the expulsion of the invaders and
the extermination of Hitlerism.

The PPR 1s not a branch of the Communistic Inter-
nﬁtiﬂnale nor of any other international organization.

The PPR stands op the platform of principles, as set
forth by Marx and Lenin, namely that national liberation is
possible only when accompanied by soclal emancipation”.

2) Activities.

(2) Insofar as organizing activities are concerned,
the PPR forms local cellules, both urban and rural, as well
as committees in the varlous regions and districts.

The enrollment of new members 1s being conducted with
great caution, speclal emphasis being laid on the caliber of
the individuals to be enrolled. FErstwhile party members, who -
during the war - have lost contact with the party, are belrng
put through a palnstaking process of selection. Those who
happen to have lived under Soviet occupation are being scrupu-
lously scrutinized as to their loyalty, because many of them,
due to personal experiences and to the practical application of
communistic doctrines, have lost faith in the Russian brand of
Communism. They constitute elements not to be fully depended
upon, which - pursuant to the instruction ot the PPR's Central
Committee - may be admitted to membership in the Party, pro-
vided they sincerely stand by the Party's political platform

and are actively working in any one of the Party organizations,
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as rank and file comrades until such time, as by the Party's
resolution they should be individuslly commissioned with the
execution of a specific assignment, or else designated for
being attached to some superior party unit (see PPR circular).

Information secured in the field indicates that attempts
at re—establﬁﬂhing the Communist Party's influence are belng
undertaken all over Poland. _

Wherever "K" cellules had once been in existence and
wherever communist sympathlzers had been forming any groups
vhatever, efforts are now being made to bulld up the PPR anew.

District committees are endeavoring to extend the network
of the organlzation over larger labor centers. They seek con-
tacts with the intelligent middle class, they try to penetrate
into the groups of young people, particularly such among them
which hold soclally radical opinions.

Of late propagandist efforts on a fairly large scale are
belng made in the rural districts and are maiﬁlf conducted among
the land-less, the land-poor, and the forecibly evicted.

The instructors display an increased activity and since
they have considerable financial means at thelr disposal, they
succeed wlth relatlve ease in penetrating into the field.

There is a noticeable intensification of propagandist
activity in Warsaw and surrounding territory, in L6dZ and its
environs, in the Dombrova Basin, in Czestochowa, Krakow and the

country around Tarnbw, in the Radom country, in Starachowice,
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around Kilelce, Blala Podlaska, Wlodawa, Parczew and Chelm.

PPR activitias'are also reaching into areas irnorpu;ated
into the Relch, as well as into the reglons around Lomza,
Bialystok and Grodno.

Up to the present, the results are insignificant, but
the "K" cellules are indirectly exercising a powerful influence
on the environment within which they operate and thereby en-
large the purview of their ascendency.

(b) The "military section", constituting an integral
component of PPR's party organization, carries on an intense

activity, the objectives of which are:

(1) To organize special combat groups (e.g. for de-

fense, attack, guard and other purposes). Such combat groups

are regimented into a compact organization of military type, under
the name "People's Guard";

(2) To organize and train military detachments for
purposes of close cooperation with parachutist and guerilla
operations;

(3) To supply such groups with material, arms and
ammunition;

(4) To set up auxiliary services, such as for in-
stdnce medical aid.

Assigned to the "military section" are such members of
the "K" party, who were commissioned or non-commilssioned

Officers in the Polish army.
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The present scope and method of action on the part of
icambat groups have been worked out in conjunction with Soviet
Army Officers, who came to Warsaw at the close of 1941 as
emissaries (Colonel Glebow).

The "military sectlon" conducts tralning courses both
for soldiers and for instructors. The graduates of such courses
are sent 1n batches into reglons where parachutists are operat-
ing.

The curriculum of the training courses covers instruc-
tion in matters military and in political propaganda work.

Recruited for the training courses are belng preferably
young men from urban centers, particularly from among the labor-
ing class. BSpecifically desirable are candidates from the
younger age bracket, who were non-commissioned Officers.

Recruitment has of late been extended to inelude the
rural populatlion possessing elementary education,

Preferred for enrollment in the training céﬁrses are
candidates who are familiar with the Russian or tpé Ukrainian
Language,

(¢) Propaganda activities are being conducted through
PPR publicatlons, such as: "Radio Bulletin" (war news and
broadcasts of the "Kofcluszko" radio station at Moscow),
"Tribune of Freedom", a periodical for the urban population,
"Peasants'! Tribune", for the rural population, and by means of
pamphlets published under the auspices of sundry anonymous

organizations, such as the National Liberation Front, the
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Committee for Struggle against Hitlerism, etec.

Hand in hand with the press propaganda, a mouth-to-
mouth propaganda 1s being waged on a wide scale; by means of
spreading rumors, gossip'and properly selected news. Propa-
ganda of such intangible type meets with easy credence among
the large masses of the people.

The propaganda activities show the followlng trends:

(1) Convineing public opinion that the PPR represents
the only nueleus of a united national front of active warfare;

(2) Provoking an immediate armed contest with the in-
vaders;

(3) Spreading of confidence in the might of the U.S.S.R.
and the part it plays, as the sole savior of the Polish nation;

(4) Undermining of the faith placed 1n the Western powers,
in the Polish Govermment and in the pro-independence elements
in Poland proper, which resist the solicitations of the "KM
Party;

(5) Promoting among the masses of the people a feeling
of averslon for the historie past of the Polish State;

(8) Exacerbation of soeial conflicts and preparing the
ground for a revolution,

Practically all of the articles, manifestos, etec., con-
stltuting the "K" propaganda, evidence the demand for an imme-
diate war agalnst the invaders by means of sabotage and guerilla

activities.




Such demands assume the form of appeals to Polish
national honor, point to the Polish-Soviet pact and to the
brotherhood-in-arms, play up the U.S.S.R. as a guarantor of
Poland's 1ndependence, sound the toesin of alarm, lest con-
tinued passivity be threatening the Polish nation with total |,
destruetion, !

The injunction issued by the Government's Delegate and
the Commander of the Armed Forces to awalt orders and to be-
ware of provocation, caused dissatisfaction among the "KM
(Communists), as well as criticism of and threats against the
opposing elements in Poland and against the Polish Gn#ernmént,
which was "doing England's biddirg", by exhorting the country
to passivity and by delaying the mobilization of the Polish army
in Russia,

The struggle against reaction constitutes a steady re-
frain of the propaganda in question and is aimed indirectly
at all organizations, other than Communist.

These actlvitles, skilfully conducted by the way, have
considerable effect particularly on the rolitlecally inexperienced
elements of the population (See Appendix No. 1).

3) Penetration.- Penetration into political, soelal and
professional organizati®ns, which had been practised prior to
the War, contlnues right along.

Conditions, as they exist at present and which render
scrutinizing of new recruilts difficult, make it easy for the

!
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"K" (Communists) to infiltrate themselves into all conspira-
tory groups, partlcularly those with'socially radical tendencies.

There has been no instance thus far, aside from the left
wing of soclalist Young People's Party under the name "Red
Bamner", of galning control over an entire organization, or of
its management, but nonetheless "K" (Communist) influences are
at work among the rank and file of the various organizations
and among the distriet leaders.

The phenomenon in question is noticeable among the socialist
and syndicalist youths and also among several groups of rural
youths, |

Provocatory activities are not always and not readily
percelvable. This causes confusion and disunity in the political
symblosis and furnishes the ground for suspecting pro-communist
trends in each and every radical point of view.

Observations of industrial centers (such as Warsaw and en-
virons, Dﬁdé, Piotrkbw, Czestcchuwa,'ﬁadum, Kielce, Zawlercie,
Sosnowlec), disclose a considerable intensification of "K"
(Communist) activity among the industrial workers and also among
the nelghborhood population,

Under the pretext of partisanship, which betrays class
interests, old time labor parties and thelr leaders are belng
made the subject of scorn, while at the same time the selzure
of power by the people at the turning point of history 1s belng

advocated.
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Activities of this nature are approved only by the
least intelligent among the workmen, but thq; nevertheless pre-
pare the ground for the selzure of leadership over the masses
by the "K" (Communist) leaders.

Continued forecasting of the Red Army's march into
Poland causes many labor leaders to forebear any overt opposi-
tion to such "K" (Communist) propaganda activities, because of
fear of Soviet-Communist terrorist reprisals in the future.

There are also frequent instances of sympathizing with
the "K" (Communism) for the purpose of securling safety in the
event.nf the Sovlet army, marching in and of the PPR seizing
power.

In rural districts the "K" (Communists) stirs up not only
the antagonism of the peasantry against the owners of estates,
but also against the entlre self-government and cooperative
machlinery, as well as against the Polish aédministrative per-
sonnel, which is very frequently the object of hatred on the
part of the peasants.

Any and all ineidents of abuse, corruption and servility
to the invaders, are belng used to good advantage by the "KM
(Communists) for exacerbating conflicts in the social field.

The steady trends towards a radical distribution of land
and the hardship of peasants evicted from holdings which were
incorporated into the landed estates administered either by

Germans or Polish managers, are belng exploited by the "K"
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(Communists) for thelr purposes.

Conditions rendering 1ife chaotic, as well as radical
trends permeating the masses of the people, produce senti-
ments and moods closely related to Communistic notions.

The radicalism herein described is saturated with
patriotism to be sure, but the convergence of slogans as to
the method of achieving the obJective, reduces the resistance
of saild radicalism to the influences of the "KM (Communi sm) ,
which strives hard to organize or to direct it.

To this end the methods and tactiecs were amended, so as
to make use of the PPR's patriotie slogans for the purpose of
gaining control over this spontaneous social trend, which -
while not articulated - possesses nevertheless a considerable
potential force. '

Similar communistic moods exist in the several "ghettos"
and the intensity of the symptoms grows proportionately to the
increase of the distress. These moods obtalning in the "ghettos"
dld not, as yet, produce any.results insofar as organization

is concerned, but the prospect of "Kn (Communist) propaganda

having an assured success among the Jews, must be reckoned with.

III, Parachute and Guerilla Activities.
1) Oriegin

The eastern counties of the Province of Lublin constitute

!
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for quite some time past the theatre of Bolshevist guerilla
and' propaganda activity sul generis, the intensity of said
activity being continually on the inecrease.

The principal manifestation of the activity in point
has been fhe exlstence in the forests of that reglon of
numerically strong and for the most part armed bands of semi—
military character.

The formation of these bands is closely linked to the
vast camps of Bolshevist war prisoners, which were established
throughout this region in the autumn of 1941.

The monstrously brutal treatment of these prisoners caused
mass desertions and the accumulation of bands of deserters in
the neighboring forests.

At the saﬁe time and as early as the autumn of 1941
small detachments, having the character of military cadres
and originating from parachutists dropped from airplanes, be-
gan to make tﬁeir appearance in this region.

In the spring of 1942 both the frequency and the number
of parachutlsts increased considerably.

Their task was to form adequate cadres, to bring in
supplies and assemble dispersed material held by the escaped
prisoners, to enlist the support of the native population and
to give to the action, as a whole, the stamp of a planned under-

taking on a large secale.

All these objectives have bheen accomplished to a con-
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siderable degree. An important factor faeilitating the task
was the ever-increasing hatred of the Polish and Ukrainian
population for the German authorities, as well as the short-
slghted reprisals on the part of the occupants directed pri-
marily against the loecal population. 0 i

The conclusion of it all was the coming into héing'uf
a now slzeable "forest army", which causes no end of trouble
to the local German administrative authorities and which, at
the same time, symbolizes, as it were, the assumling of protec-
tion over Polish territory by Bolshevist-Russian elements,
glving rise to far-reaching apprehensions from the Polish polnt
of view.

.A characteristic moment is the selection of the region
with a mixed population (the Province of Lublin, Polesie, the
country around Wilno and Bialystok, Volhynia), for a theatre of
parachutist operations, sinee it greatly reduces the value of
counter-measures on the part of the Poles. Fqually character-
istic is the avoiding, up to the present, of éastern Galicia
in view of the nationalistic trends of the local Ukrainian masses
of the population.

nization Gueri a .

Insofar as the‘territory of the General-Government is
concerned, the guerilla bands endeavor to operate in the entire
border strip along the river Bug, as well as 1in the southern
sector of the Province of Lublin. The guerilla operatlons cover

in particular the countles of: Hrublezow, Zamoéé, Chelm, Tomaszow,
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Bilgoraj, Krasnostaw, Wlndaqa; Radzyh and Biala, |

The numerical strength of the bands could not be deter-
mined because their shifting from locality to locality is
greatly confusing.

The frequency of the appearances of these bands on the
left bank of the river Bug and in the country around Vilno and
Blalystok is, however, an undisputable fact. |

It is no exaggeration to state that nearly all of the
forests of the western Bug reglon are being occupled by bands,
remaining in the same spot for several weeks and even months
On end and withdrawlng only durirg local razzias undertaken by
relatively large bodies of German troops.

At the close of May and through June of this year, the
numerical strength of the several bands has been steadily grow-

ing and so did the intensity of their operations, which extended

to include the counties situated farther to the west and contain-

ing purely Polish localities (the environs of Lublin, Parczew,
Mile fow, ete.)

The number of guerillas throughout Poland reaches nearly
twenty thousand, of which more than 5,600 men operate in the
province of Lublin alone.

The bands are augmented by the local population, which
seeks refuge in the forests from the terrorism of the invaders.

The guerilla bands operate in not overly large compact
military detachments, numbering a score or several scores of

men, commanded by officers.
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Some of the detachments number more than a hundred men.

The backbone of the guerillas, however, consists of
Soviet parachutists who direct the operations, whereas the
persomnel of the bands consist of:

l. BSovlet war prisoners, whﬁ escaped from camps; now
and then Ukrainians released from camps are to be found ;

2. Communist elements of sundry nationalities, who
are hiding for fear of imprisonment and individuals sought by
the Gestapo; ,

3. Local inhabltants, mostly peasants, who fled from
repressions and conscription for foreed labor in the Reich, or
who deserted from construetion labor camps. Occasionally de-
serters from the German Army are to be found as well,

The chaotlc conditions resulting from the operations of
the guerilla bands enable criminal elements to infiltrate them-
selves among the guerillas or else to form bandit gangs, ﬁhinh
operate Independently.

The guerillas possess by and large a good armament., In
addition to regular and automatic rifles, they have heavy machine
guns and even anti-tank guns and motorcycles.

There was an incident of an abandoned tank having been put
back into rumning order.

The armament 1s of diverse types and its origin is hard
to ascertain, In addition to Polish arms and ammunition from
supplies hidden by the population, the guerilla bands are also

being equipped with air-borne supplies,
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8) Tactics of the Operations

Nelther the behavior nor the activities of the bands
Justify their using the name of guerilla detachments.

The majorlity of their operations is limited to wiping
out small gendarmerie posts, to attacks on lone Germans and to
small acts of sabotage,

Stress should be laid on the contrary on the absence,
insofar as Polish territory is concerned, of attempts at mili-
tary sabotage, particularly in the field where such acts could
be of considerable importance, namely throwgh damaging the lines
of communication,

On none of the more important railway lines, as for in-
stance the line Lublin-Dorohusk, over which military transports
are running regularly and which traverse regions teeming with
guerlilla bands, have there been up to now any serious attempts
at disrupting communications, destroying of tracks, bridges,
ete.

The more intelligent among the band commanders explain
this fact, somewhat shamefacedly, with time not belng ripe as
yet for openly opposing the Germans and aver that real guerilla
warfare would begin after orders to that effect shall have heen
recelved and %hen their numerical strength shall have grown in
the given region, ete. _

In their talks with the local pcpulaticn; the guerillas
claim that, according to instructions they are supposed to

have received, their number would be increased to 200,000 and
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that they hoped to enlist an equal number from among the
inhabitants of the region.

The intentlon behind the spreading of these rumors is
to convince the local population of the impending rule of the
Soviet Army over Polish territory.

At the present time parachutist and guerilla operations
are ailming at influencing the population to organize a sort of
an autochthonous Soviet Government, which would take the con-
trol over the entire region into its hands. To further this end,
the guerilla bands ostentatlously show themselves on the high-
ways and in the villages, prohibit giving obedience to orders
issued by German authorities, control the comings and golngs
of the population by examining documents, issuing permits for
unhindered travel or for performing cerﬁain specified functions,
ete.

All this officiousness on the part of the guerilla bands
and thelr methods of procedure bespeak much more clearly their
solicitude for preparing the ground for a future propaganda and
political Soviet activity directed in actual practice against
the Polish authorities, than for engaging at the present time
in any active mllitary operations agalnst the Germans.

The part played at the moment by these puerilla bands
could best be explained by the fact that their instruetions do
not emanate from Soviet military authorities, but from the
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Komintern, a body not geared for the actual conduct of things
military, but for preparing the ground for the coming Soviet
activity in post-War Europe.

This hypothesis is substantiated by their attitude
toward the Polish population. By and large the relationship
is correct and characterized by ostentatious Lnréiality towards
the Polish people, while by way of contrast the Ukrainians are
being blamed because of their cooperation with the Germans.

In thelr contacts with Poles, the guerillas make efforts
to engage in political discussions, during which t hey make use
of arguments and slogans identical with those employed by the
PPR propaganda.

They refer to the Polish-Soviet alliance, urge the Poles
to render active assistance to the guerlillas, who are theilr
allies, fighting for Poland's freedom. They criticize all Polish
pre-Var governments and the corps of.afficers, attributing
Poland's military defeat in 1939 to the fact, that the Polish
people were being decéived and held in bondage by the ruling
classes, which after the War should not be permitted to come
back again to power, '

They pralse the system and soclal conditions in the
U.2.85.R., stir up soclal antagonisms and exploit any and all
lnstances of abuses and of cooperation with the Germans.

Instances of beatings administered to Polish function-
arles, for executing orders causing economic hardships to

villagers (for instance in re quotas of agricultural nroducts)
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ard similar acts of interventions are calculated to secure
for themselves the reputation of being the peasantry's cham-
pinns.

The antagonism between the peasantry on the one hand
and the manor and the parsonage on the other hand, is being
nurtured along, not only by propaganda, but by actions of pre-
datory and requisitionary nature, ;

At first such actlons had the character of military
requisitions, but of late the purely predatory element is com-
inz more and more to the fore.

The example set by the guerillas® intluences the peasants,
who - hiding in the woods and lacking both food and money -
attack manors, parsonages, town-halls, well-to-do homesteaders,
ete,

This is an indirect result of the guerilla activities,
which brought about r epressions by Germans and compelled the
fugitive inhabitaﬁté to engage in banditry.

The phenomenon of banditry must be ascribed to a certain
extent to the activities of an ever-inereasing number ot bands

of criminals, who at times pose as guerilla detachments.

IV. German Counter-measures.

At first the German authorities dlsplayed a great deal
of helplessness, Official trips were belng curtailed to a
minimum and gendarmerie posts were stationed along the high-

ways which they patrolled in daytime only, showing no initiative
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whatever in dealing with the guerillas. Only lately was there
any organized terr;ristic and repressive action undertaken,
primarily against the local population suspected of sympathiz-
ing with the Bolshevists. Such actlon assumes the character

of punitive expeditions against individual localities, in which -
as a rule - a number of homesteads are being set o% flre and a
few scores of people shot.

Farm employees are also in dire dange£ of repressive
measures, There were many instances of farm help being taken
to concentration camps and of not enough hands belng left to
take care of the stock,

Mass repressions produce nanics and escapes to forests,
thereby furnishing new recruits for the guerilla bands,

In additlion to the repressive measures applied to the
population, there is also an action of a military nature beirng
taken agalnst the Bolshevists themselves. Top nurposes of this
action, vosts of the gendarmerie and of the Polish pollice (dark
blue police) have been increased in number and in strength.

At times the Germans are using fanks and alrplanes for
covering difficult ground.

The local Polish and Ukrainian population is belng pressed
into service when razzias are made against the guerillas,

The German gendarmerie displays a great distrust of the
units of Ukrainian volunteers which some time ago were belng

recruited in the camps housing Bolshevist war prisoners.
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Protective battallions (Schutzmannschaftsbataillone)
are being formed from among the Polish inhabétants and the
volunteers recruited for these units are belng glven to under-
stand that they shall be used in the future for service in the
eastern territories.

The Polish Police remains under the command of the Ger-
man gendarmerie,

In connection with the: intended liguidation of the
Bolshevist bands, handbills were distributed, calling upon
the population to report, under penalty of death, any and all
information concerning the guerillas, to the German authorities,

An armed militia was formed from Ukrainians and White
Russians,

In some sections of the country a permanent police guard
was placed on church steeples and fire towers.

All of these activities failed thus far to be productive
of any important results: The Soviet bands have reliahle ad-
vance information on prgﬁﬁratigns for razzias and shift their
camping spots in time to avoid being surprised.

Regular battles have been fought 1n some localities, with-
out the country having anywhere been successfully swept clean of
the guerillas, They continue to operate and are being replenish-
ed wlth parachutists, with instructors trained by the PPR and
with local eclvilians seeking refuge in the forests.
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v Polish Sogial Rodv.

Political opinion condemns unanimously Soviet activi-
ties on Polist territory, but the attitude of the masses toward
the PPR and the parachutigt and guerilla activities is not
uniform.

Generally speaking, guerilla activities, bearing a mil-
ltary stamp, meet much more easily with a favorable reception
than propagandist and political operations of the PPR, because
the people are fundamentally hostile to Communism.

Military guerilla activities urdertaken against the
Germans, arouse the people from an attitude of rassive expect-
ancy and releases the feeling of hatred for the invader. The
slogan of forthwith waging war on the Germans finds a receptive
ear among the younger, politically inexperienced elements. The
older generation, hearing of the German repressive measures and
ailmless premature sacrifices ot human lives, distrusts and fears
the U.S.S8.R. :

Soviet actlvities, however, are helped along by the policy
of the invaders, whose blind terrorism applied to a peaceful
population, disturbs the thinking process of eﬁen the most pru-
dent individuals,

The favoritism shown to estate owners, the oppression
of the peasantry, an economic system facilitating excessive galins,
exploitation and enrichment of producers, while at the same time
the wage, scale of workmen and laborers is kept at a starvation

level, intensify the nationalistic antagonisms.
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In this way a fertile ground 1s being prepared for a
demagogic propaganda.

Bolshevist sympathies are being held by the land-less,
the land-poor, the farm employees a;d by urban radical labor
and middle class elements, Sy

The rank and file of the peasamtry and the population of
small towns, while holding no sympathies for the guerillas, are
submissive to them for fear of terroristic reprisals.

As the result of such conditions, estate owners escape
wholesale from the regions infested by Soviet activities.
Victims of these conditlons are also the clergy, the teachers

and the officlaldom.

Vi, Appraisal of the Situation and Conelusions.

Soviet parachutist activities in Poland, combined with
political activities engaged in by the PPR, constitute a two-
track action -- each of said tracks being complementary to the
other - conducted by the "K" (Communists),

This interconneétion-may be seen in the propaganda, the
methods, the practices and the cooperation in organizing activi-
ties, such as for instance the supplying military instructors and
propagandists, drafted from among the membershilp of the PPR, to
the guerilla bands.

The absence of any and all initiative, insofar as guerilla
activities are concerned and the unitormity of behavior on the
part of not only all the scattered guerilla bands, but also on

the part of the newly-arriving Soviet parachutists, is indicative
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of thelr a}et’irg under uniform instructions emanating from one
and the same directiJ% center, which regulates thelr activi-
ties and diverts the latter into political channels.

The Soviet-Communist action, taking advantage of the
patriotism and of radical trends, contributes to making Pollsh
life still more chaotlc and works on the masses over which it
is gradually assuming control. '

The conditions as they exist in the Province of Lublin,
constitute an ominous warning.

The substantlal number of Polish lives which have been
sacrificed, stands in no proportion to the negligible military
results of the guerilla activities,

The Soviet action threatens to wrest the initiative in
directing public opinion from Polish hands, since it systema-
tically diseredits the Polish Government in London and the
influential, Polish circles in Poland, which recommended wait-
ing for orders.

At the moment, the Soviet actlon constitutes only a
local peril, but should Polish territory continue being satur-
ated with Soviet parachutists, the Polish people may some day
face a hopeless situation.

Things may come to such a pass, that the population may
be drawn wholesale 1nto an active movement directed by alien,
Communist elements,

By way of concluslons drawn from the foregolng review

of the situation obtaining in Poland, the following suggestions
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are submitted:
‘ (1) It is essential to make another démarche, demand-

ing from the U,5.8.R. Government to live up loyally to the

terms of the Polish-Soviet pact, which means that Soviet Russia
should not undertake any actions in Poland and should not

further stir up the already smouldering gﬁerilla operations;

(2) It should be demanded that any further landings of
parachutists on Polish territory be discontinued and that para-
chutist activities be shifted to U.S.8.R, territories, in which
no guerllla operations are taking place;

(3) 1In return, the Bolshevists might be asked to present
thelr demands, which would then be complied with by the Polish
Armed Forces in Poland in the same manner as the gathering of
military intelligence;

(4) It would be essential once more to issue a radio
broadcast to the Polish veople, exhorting them to obey the Polish
authorities in Poland and to join the séruggle only upon re-
celving pertinent orders from Polish sources.

I beg to report that if matters were éiven the course, as
outlined above, I would take it upon myself to start an inten-
sifled sabotage and guerilla activity on Polish territory and
also guerilla operations in the east, begimning with the aitumn

of the current year, after the fashion of the operations now con-

ducted by Wachlarz (Fan).
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Radlo Bulletin.

"Broadcast of the Polish Tadeusz Kcéciﬁszkc Station."

"....S0oviet victories and the reverses suffered by
Hitler's bands gilve rise to hopes that the year 1942 will be
the year of the invader's defeat. One might think that we
should remain idle and watch the soldlers of the Red Army
fight for thelr and our freedom.

Freedom will not fall by itself from the sky into our
lap.

Just as the entire Soviet nation fights shoulder to
shoulder with the Red Army, so should we fight together with
our Army.

By operating in the enemy's rear, sabotaging production,
conducting guerilla warfare, destroying stores and transports,
we must weaken the enemy and in the end rise in arms and jointly
with our Allies érive out the foe",

N'ribune of Treed:

"....5abotage and guerilla warfare are the weapons with
which we must, even today, strike at the foe. These weapons
constitute the very foundation of the struggle from which a
nationwlde rising will unavoidably soring forth, like a mighty
flame,

We are drifting towards an armed insurrectionn”.

"Tribu Freedom" - Issue No, 6,

"The youth in the van.




- 28 =

«ss+e have learned to think soberly, ©5top talking
about what would have happened if ..... Do not make us get
weaker and lazy., There 1s an enemy abroad in the land destroy-
ing it and sapping our strength. Tell us how to fight this
enemy, now, today....

Our struggle, workers of Poland, makes the hour of free-

dom draw nearer®.,

——— e o e T s e .

"The Second Slav Congress" issued an appeal, which reads,
as follows:

"Brother Slavs! 7The hour has struck. All Slavs must
join in the struggle for freedom". Further on the appeal
recommends resorting to sabotage and guerllla warfhre, as well
as to armed insurrection in the rear ot the German Amy.

"I'he main transport routes run through Poland. Destroy
bridges, derail railroad trains. Slavs, kindle the flame of

the People's War... The hour has struck..... To armsl"

"'ribune of Freedom" - Issue No, 7.
"This year must bring us the end of slavery ard also

victory. You shall see it come to pass, when the Allies will
have coordinated their efforts, when the soldler at the front
and the saboteur and guerilla in the rear, wlll rush at the

enemy with fury, with courage and without fear,.
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May 1, 1942, is the symbol and the day of a national
fight for liberation.

The toesin sounded on May 1 is: ™o arms! For Freedom
and independencel. "“his is the signal to attack, this is the
spark to set off the blast. ‘he explosion will wipe out the
tyrants," : u

"The road leading out o} slavery". It leads through
actlve combat against the invader, today, jointly with the en-
tire nation in one solid powerful anti-Hitler block, on all
fronts at once, it leads through sabotage aml guerilla warfare
to an a;med i1nsurrection and to the re-establishment of a free
and independent Poland. The convietion of this road, polnted
out by the PPR being the right one, keeps on penetrating deeper
and deeper into the masses of the people. The imperative of
active warfare is being recognized by those sympathizing with
- sundry groups and organizations. It is the road chosen by the
youth of the Lublin Province, who en masse are jolning the
guerilla bands, .by the peasantry of the Radom country, who are
offering actlive resistance to spoliation, through quota requi-
sitions, by the avengers from Nowogrddek,

The. paramount dictate of this momentous hour of history
is the establishment of a widest possible front of active com-
bat.

"We had enough of degradirg submissivenessm-

The first reflexes of an armed action on the part of the




- 20 =

Jewry ggainst Hitler's bloody executioners at Nowogrddek, met
~with .warm sympathy on the part of fighting Poland. All the
methods of combat, employed by the Poles, are open to us as
well, Organize self-defense squads, farm combat organizations
for waging war on the foe, escape into the forest, to take part
in guerilla operatlons.

Jewlsh youth! Your place 1s 1n the fighting ranks!

i ————— . s

Radlo Bulletin,
"Enough of walting. Let us congregate in front of German

stores. Let us demand bread, soap and medical assistance for our
children... 'he Germans are massing for an offensive in the spring.
The entlre Polish nation must impede thelr plans. Polish guerllla
warfare must ineclude huge masses of the people, The guerilla,
bands should be linked to each other and to the detachments
operating in occupied Soviet territories by organization ties...
The time for struggle has comel" |

"'ribune of Freedom" - Issue No, B. '

The artlcle on the Independent character of the movement
refutes the allegation that the PPR was a foreign nrganization.
It goes on explalning that the foundation of the PPR's activi-
ties 1s "the struggle for a strong, independent Poland and a

movement aiming at the liberation of the workinz class. Forelgn
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agents are those who advocate the British type of struggle
based on walting. We know what such type of struggle means:

it 1s Just walting and procrastinating, while others are bleed-
ing to death, prolonging the war till 1945, at the expense of
the conquered peoples... Such method runs counter to the best
interests of Poland and for this rehson we opnose it and shall
continue to oppose it. The masses of the Polish people want a
policy of their own. They see in a ruthless struggle against
the invaders thelr own way of gaining freedom and for these.
reasons they turn thelr backs on the schemers",

"Tribune of Free " — Tssue N .

"Review of the fighting strength" - Poland will be inde-
pendent because she will be following a line of Polish policy,
in brotherly alliance with other nations and with the Soviet
Union. How wretchedly look, compared with these great objectives,
aims and accomplishments, the impotent attacks on the PPR,
emanating from individuals belonging to a past era, who long
for the return of the old conditions, from small mirds, who
learned nothing f rom the upheaval of war. Momentous revolu-
tionary eras always brling to the fore men, who are strong of
spirit and determined, while cowards and traltors are belng
pushed aslde'.

"Our attitude towards General Silkorskl's government" -

Statement by the PPR.,
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"The exlstence of the Polish Government in exile must,
In view of the existing conditions, to wit, loss of indepen-
dence and the World War, be considered as upﬁﬁrtune, primarily
for the purpose of maintainirg relations with the allied
countries and of developlrng Poland's armed forces, In these
fields General Sikorski's Government can undoubtedly show tan-
gible results, such as some of the International Treaties it
entered into, as well as the organizing of Polish Armies in the
U.5.5.R., in England and in Canada.

From the very moment of its inception, the PPR has been
consistently striving to brimg Into being a united national
front for fighting Hitler's invading hordes ané it stands pre-
parad tq cooperate with anyone, who sincerely wants to fight
the enemy. Proceeding from this assumption, the PPR supports
the Polish Govermment's efforts alormg these lines. We feel
compelled, however, definitely to dilsapprove ot those moves
made by fhe Polish Government, in the course of the last few
months (éxcludinglthe period until July, 1941), which proceeded
along the lines of supporting the so-called Ernglish type of
waging war, which consists in passive walting and portponing
the showdown with Hitlerism t1ill 1944/1945, in urging the
Polish noeple in Poland to of fer passive resistance and in de-
laying the mobllizatlion of the Polish Army in the U.S.S.R.

Inane discussions about future boundary lines will not
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contribute to the enhancing ot the Polish Government's
authorityn,
" ants! Trib " - Iss »

The article on interior fronts takes issue with the idea
of waiting for an Allied victory and of shifting the burden
of the struggle exclusively onto the shoulders of the U,5.8.R.
and of the Red army, "It 1s essential that a second front be
established in the West.....It is time to throw into the dis—
card any and all nalve idle fancies and speculative notions;
1t 1s time to get rid at last of that idiotic and blinding fear
of the Fast, which once before had led our nation into a fatal
misfortune, It 1s essential to disecard any and all 1idle
fanecles and speculative notions, which 1ull the nation to sleep
and paralyze its eagerness to fight",

In the press the PPH restricts the discussion of' morale
problems to fragmentary hints and slogans, somewhat like the
following: "A volce, expressing the indomltable will and de-
cision of the Polish people, resounds loudly and peremptor ily
throughout the length and breadth of Poland., You will not
succeed, you bankers and owners of large estates, to make of
independent Poland a manor of your own, as you did before.
Independent Poland shall be the homeland of the people as a
whole, of workers, peasants and the intelligent class. Poland

shall be strong, because she will base herself on the widest
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possible masses of the people. Poland shall be independent,
because she will follow the lines of Polish policy in a
brotherly alliance with the Soviet Union and with other natlons,
Poland shalf be free, because the power shall rest with the
working people, who will abolish oppression of the individual,
once they succeeded iﬁ c%ushing the very fetters that bind them".

"Trib f F'rJ " - Tssue No e

Ever since its inception, the PPR has heen striving to
establish a united front for a national struggle agalnst the in-
vaders and to begin active, armed hostilities forthwith. The
pact of alliance and cooperation, concluded between Great Britain
and the Sovlet Unlon, gives support to ouwr endeavors. Today,
when the hour for mobllizing all of our forces for an active,
armed warfare has struck, the pact in question constitutes for
those, who have been fighting a token of approval and encourage-
ment, whereas for those who have been waiting up to now, 1t is
a call to arms. The time for a fight to a finish has arrived.
Accordingly, wherever the news of this historically momentous
pact shall produce a deep feeling of courage and hope, there
must also be taken the firm resolutlon: I am going to the
front! Ve sﬁall win both a victory and liberation in 1942,...
The possibilities and conditions of warfare, discussed as to
their sundry aspects, are producing a situation, due to which
the basic slogans and orders lssued for the country at large
must be specifically adapted to fit the sundry regions indivi-
dually. Hence, the necessity for local committees, which
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would combine all those waging war on the invaders. The
objective of such committees of national struggle would be to
organize and conduct warlike operations in that term's widest
meaning., Such committees would have to establish an intelli-
g;nce service, for gathering information on the really exist-
ing situation, both political and military. Such national war-
fare committees syould hecoﬁe active in improving conditions

and in preparing political strikes. Since the enemy closed the
schools, the necessity arises for providing underground school-
ing and self-education facilities. Support of sabotagirng and
guerilla activities constitutes the chief task of such committees,
and so does the organizing and supporting of active warfare amd
of self-defense, both actlve and passive. The committees would
constitute a Polish authority, which would work to thwart the
German officialdom in towns, counties and provineces,: The appoint-
ment of Polish chiefs of local subdivisions of government, who
in gala attire would wait under cover "for Poland to erupt",
would be, of course, nonsensical. Only commlttees of the afore-
desceribed type could possibly stir up the entire nation to enter
the struggle. And they also would know how to weld the nation
together much better than any and all chbiHES amuhg political
organizations. As soon as the administrative machinery of the
invaders breaks down, the commlttees in question should take
charge of maintalning order, counteract anarchy and proceed

forthwith with organizing legally constituted Polish authorities.
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Only by shifting, through the intermediate stage of guerilla
warfare, from passive resistance to an organized mass attack
on the enemy, can the downfall of the oppressor be accelerated
and the hour of deliverance brought nearer. Soclally reac-
tionary elements are desperately clinging to the slogan of
passive reslstance, so as to postpone a showdown with the
enemy till some unknown future time. This renders difficult
the formation of a nation-wide battle front and by conjuring
up the spectre of terrorism urges endurance, as 1f it were at
all possible to win the War by endurance alone.

The masses of the people, however, are no longer willing
to wait and passively to witness the murders perpetrated by the
invaders. The exhortations that the people at large should
confine themselves to passive resistance only, are but a cloak,
under which is hidden a kernel of class struggle, namely the
fear of the new Poland re-established by the people themselves.
These exhortations, however, are unable to stem the dally swell-
ing tide of guerilla and sabotage activities, they are powerless
to hold the Poles back from an active, immedlate and organized

struggle against the invaders."
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September 25, 1942

SITUATION IN THE GENERAL.-GOVERNMENL

A. German policy in the General-Government becomes in-
creasingly ruthless. Actual power 1is passing more amd more
into the hands of the Chief of Police, Kruger, who is directly
subordinated to Himmler. Himmler's instructions dat{Pg from
July, but disclosed only now, forecast that once the Jews
are liquidated, a final breaking-down drive against the Paiish
nation would set in, threatening the destruction of the intel-
ligent classes and of the active elements of the population.

Early in August, while giving final instruections to the
assembled Gaulelter, Goering reproached Frank for not having
sufficiently explolted the General-Government for the benefit
of the Reich's needs. By way of carrying out Goering's in-
structions, the followlng measures are now belng executed:

1l. A mass draft of labor to be used in the Reich

“ 1is being made. Five percent of the population is to be con-

" sceripted,

2, Preparations are being made for resettling all
the Poles from Cracow and for locating the Polish middle
classes of Warsaw in the Ghetto area after t he Jews were dis-
posed of, .

3. The functioning of organizations 1is beirg. res-
tricted and they are all threatened with liquidation., A
spokesman for the goverrment of the General-Govermnment stated

to one of the leadlng representatives of Polish charitable




institutions, that at the behest of Berlin a most severe pro-
cedure will be applied, which shall submerge Poland in a sea

of blood,
4, Preparations are also being made for forcing .the

Poles out of commercial, industrial and handicraft pursuits.
The issuing of industrial licenses has been prohibited,

5. One of the provincial Labor Bureaus (Arbeitsamt)
managers disclosed the fact of preparations belng under way
for drafting 100,000 young people above the age of 14 for
deportation to the Reich. After having undergone a process of
Germanization in Germany, they are to be returned to Poland
to serve as tools for the Germanlization of the country.

B. The collection of the quotas of agficultural products
has been made conslderably more rligld and the gquotas increased.
Beginning with August 1, a state of extraordinary emergency has
been declared for the duration of the harvest season, during
which all transgressions are being punished by death. Vhole-

sale hanging of peasants 1s golng on.
Over and above the quotas hitherto in force, the General -

Government has to provide for the inecreased needs of the Reich.
For this purpose 30% of the cattle in the General-Government

was destined for slaughter.
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1
CAMPS: IN POLAND

1, Begregatien oamps.~ These are eamps to vhioh pri-
seners are sent on thelr way to a concentration eamp. They
are kept there under terrible conditions and their stay varles ‘
from several days te several weeks. Beth men and women are
kept in the game camps. One of the most typical of these camps
is that of Dgfialdowe te whioh deportees from the Pleck and
Cliechanow areas were sent. There are other camps in the Glowna
distriect of Poznan, in the Radogeszo:z distriet, the Gilksman
and Abbe faetories in Lodz, and in Bosnowles. All these camps
are the same. Accomedation is unheated and consists ef woeden
shedes er factory bulldings without glass in the windowa, The
food 1s bad, hyglenic conditions are terrible, and frilnncrl
are subjlested to the most brutal treatment at the hands ef the
prisen guards, As a result, infectious disease and i1llness
caused by this treatment, eold and exposure are rife. People
dle in great numbers, children and the aged being the chief
victims.

2, Concentratien Campg.~ Up to the present concentration
camps have proved the most effective means of killing and ter-

rorizing the Poles., A great deal of space should, therefore,
be devoted to them. These cmmpse, with the exception ef

1. Reports from Foland, received in London in July, 1942,
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Oswieeim, are all situated far in the interier ef the Relech,
There are separate camps for men and separate eamps for

women. BSpaee does not permit us here to give a detailed list
of them. The largest and best known camps fer Polish men

are: Dachau, near Munich; Mathausen and the adjoining eamp

of Gusen especially for Poles near Linz, Austria; Oranienburg
known as Sachsenhausen near Berlin; Oswiecim (Auserwitz) near
Blala 1n the Craceow region, intended eriginally rﬁr Poles from
General Governement, Silesia and Hamburg; and Neuengamme

near Hamburg. The concentration camp for women 18 at Ravens-
brugk near Furstenberg in Mecklemburg. The large camps such
as Dachau, Oranienburg, Mathausen, and Oswiecim, can ascomodate
as many as 12,000 er even more prisoners, while Ravensbruek
helds 3,000,

The camps are spread over a large area and are surrounded
by a high wall and three barbed wire r-nnu;. The central fence
1s charged with electrie current. Abeut 100 ~ 150 meters apart,
between the fences and the wall, are small woeden towers, equipped
with machine guns and manned by camp guards, In the night,
searchlights are turned from these towers onto the camp and the
surrounding distriet to make escape impossible.

The camps are self-supporting. In addition to the
prisoners huts, there are barracks for the 8.8. men (the camp
guards), offices, a camp hospital, workshops, stores, and a

erematorium, Oswiecim also has its own large farm,
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The prisoners are housed in sheds, Every shed is called
& block, Usually, a bleck ef this kind holds 200 prisoners and
consists of two wings, ;tuha A and B, Each wing consists of a
sleeping roem and eating room. ¥he bathrooms and lavatories
have to serve for both wings, The sleeping reem is equipped
with two or three-tier bunks, each previded with a straw mat-
tress, a sheet, pillow and blanket. Every morning the beds
have to be made and left in perfect order. A badly made bed
is a pretext for torturing the prisoners, whe are sometiges
punished by the “Post" for this effence., In the eating room
there is a stove, but the sleeping rooms are not heated even
during the woret froatse. The blocks are separated from each
ether by wire netting. _

However, not all bleckes are the same. In Gueen, for
example, there 1s cone large hall, which has to serve as a
sleeping and eating room; in addition to this there is a so-
called block-roem or "Stube” reom. The bathroom and lavatories
are situated a distance away from the block, in a separate
building. The sheds are made of woed and buillt very badly.
They are held together with staves and brigks, They are all
hopelessly overcrowded., Some prisoners have beda, but many

have to sleep on the floor,
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The overcrowding is even worse in Oswiecim. Here the
camp has been set up in totally unsultable buildings ~ in former'
Auatrian barracks at present consisting of twenty odd brick
buildings. Eaoch floor 1s called "a bleck" by the Germans. In
most of the camps the prisoners are made to sleep on the floer
enly during their first two weeks in the camp = the so-called
quarantine parind'- after which they are trlﬁlrnrrua to another
block where they are given a bed.

In Oswiecim the prisoners are forced to sleep on the
floor all the time. Owing to overerowded conditions twe
pfisoners are made te share ene mattress. When the number eof
prisoners increases, conditions become even worse and prisoners
are cempelled to sleep lying on one side so as to save space,
Owing to the excessive quantity ef liquids given to the prisoners
in their food, together with certain herbs - ﬁhn latter gliven
as a substitute for tea - they are foroed to get up several
times during the night.. Older people suffer even more than
younger ones. The administrative officers and the guards are
'all 8.8. men of whom there are 600 in Oswieoim. The average

e P 24

The men put in charge of the prisoners are specially

chosen frem among German oriminals who. wers serving their

sentences in these camps, but sometimes political prisoners
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(Communists) are also kept there as guards. The direct chief
in the "Lageraltester", one of the earliest prisoners of a
character that makes him sultable in the eyes of the 5.S.

for this job. He is assisted by block-chiefs (Blockaltester)
and room-chiefs [Stuhenaltester),lblaek—clerks (Sehreiber)
and block-hairdresser. |

At thelr work the prisoners are supervised by Germans,
but very often also by fellow prisoners(eriminal and political)
who have some particular knowledge of the Job to be done.
Every work supervisor ("Capo") has 100 prisoners assigned to
him. The supervisors and the "Capo" enjoy some privileges:
they do not work personally, they have enough to eat, amd, al-
though they are beaten by the camp sentries Just as other
prisoners are, they have unlimited power to beat ard maltreat
those prisoners under them. In order to keep thelr privileged
position they use thelr power to the fullest measure.

The "Capo" first used simple sticks but these have been
replaced by rubber sticks because the former caused the flesh
to fall off the bones.

The internees belong to different nationalities and
dif ferent soclal classes. There are intellectuals professing
all kinds of principles, there are peasants, trades men ard
factory workers. The average age is between 25 and 45 years
but there are old men over 60 and hundreds of boys under 18

and even boys of 12.
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The official name of an internee i1s: Schutzhaftling,
It designates a man deprived of liberty so that he commits
no more crimes; in other words the concentration camp 1s
principally a preventive prison. Poles, whose offences have
not,been proved or not even attempted to be proved, were sent
to thode camps., Most of them have been sent there either
from a prison, without any trial, or examimation, or even
directly after having been caught in a police raid. Poles
are usually treated as political prisoners; they are forced
to wear a badge sewn on Eheir left breast and formed by a
triangle of red cloth.

Prisoners are brought to the camp in railway trucks;
the Journey often taken two days during which they get nothing
to eat.

Upon arrival at thelr destination the prisoners are taken
over by the camp guards. ‘%The ceremony of taking them into
custody 1s deliberately staged so as to be most terrifyihg;
shots are fired at the trucks; the prisoners are put out or
rather thrown out violently; and they are beaten and kicked.
At night a wild inhuman howling can be heard, and dazzlirg
beams of searchlights are suidenly flashed onto the faces of
the prisoners.

Elderly and weak prisoners who are late because they were

unable to get out as quickly as the others, have to run to
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catech up with the transport; especlally trained dogs are
used to hurry them on. Very often, in all

prisoners were ordered to fﬁn.from the station to the camp.
Those who fell down from exﬁaustion were killed on the spot.
After arriving at the camp, prisoners are made to attend a
roll call lasting for several hours, nut—of—ﬂonrs, while the
guards Jeer, torment and beat the prisoners, at the same time
firing their revolvers into the alr. The Commander of the
camp takes this opportunity of addressing the prisoners-in a
bullying and hectoring_manner.

The prisoners are then registered. Their clothes, money
and all articles of value are taken from them; they are nut
under a shower and the hair removed from theilr heads and other
parts of the body. They are made to put on prisoner's dress.
In some camps they are photographed. ‘

From 4 to 6 weeks after arrival at t he camp the prisoners
are kept in a separate block as a sort of quarantine., This
period is sald to be worst of all., It is true that oprisoners
are not made to work during this time but the camp guards
and overseers consider it their duty to get prisoners into
training for what they can expect later on in the camp.

They are made to do difficult exerclses for hours on end.

Upon arrival the prisoners receive old Austrian or Ger-
man uniforms which often do not fit them at all. ‘hese uni-
forms have stripes painted on them. With the uniforms prison

caps are worn. After a certain time they are given the camp
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uniform conslsting of a sort of pyjama jacket and trousers %
in striped material. ‘

Summer clothing is made of thick cloth and their winter
clothes are made of an ersatz material of nettles and a 1little
wool, In.additicn to this prisoners are given gloves with 5
only the thumb separate, and for golng out of the camp a coat
of the same material as their clothing. In Oswiecim coats
were only 1ssued after December 1, 1940. Clothes are usually
passed on from one prisoner to another. They are torn and
patched and the same applies to shoes and slippers. Some of
the prisoners wear Army sliﬁpera, but the majority, however,
are forced to go about in wooden clogs or in sandals with
wooden soles, which are exceedingly uncomfortable, In theory
the prisoners' clothing should be changed once a fartnight,
but in practice it 1s only changed once a month or even once
every two months. In the summer all the prisoners at Oswiecim
were‘forced to walk barefoot in the camp yard, which was
covered with hard gravel. As a result the majority of them
suffered from polsoned feet.

+++The food varies - sometimes it is good and sometimes
it 1s bad. In the summer of 1940 it was extremely bad. In
the autumn i1t improved, while in the winter it got worse
again., For example, the soup was entirely without fat. In

January, 1941 it was agaln a little better. In the summer
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conditions were so bad that prisoners were reduced to search-
ing rubbish bins for food. In winter they had to eat potato
peelings mixed with the water previously used for washing up
the dishes. On the whole the soups were quite eatable; they
sometimes had pleces of meat in them. |
On Sunday the prisoners recelvell soup with noodles. Those
doing heavy work receive 1 kilogram of breai‘three times a
week. In the spring of 1941 the portion of bread was in-
creased to 500 grams a day and for breakfast they were given
the same additions as for supper. The food was not sufficient
for those doing not too heavy work but quite insufficient for
those doing ﬁeavy work in concentration camps. Undernourish-
ment is causing a terrible exhaustion and anemia; lack of
vitamins causing scurvy; wounds are full of pusg and do not
heal for months, '
Prisoners get up between 4 - 6 a.m. according to the
season of the year. After this there is bed-making, washing,
dressing, breakfast, rally in front of the block, parade for
a half hour - this 1s compulsory for all prisoners (even those
dying are brought to the place); during parade all have to
keep thelr heads uncovered; then the marching column of fives
1s formed, and under the command of a "Capo" all march to
work. Working hours are from 7 till € p.m. (in winter from
8 to 5 p.m.) with a break for lunch, so that the working day
comprises 9 to 10 hours and in winter 8 hours. On Sundays
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work 1s done only in the forenoon, Prisoners under 17 work
only in the forenoon with no work on Sundays.

Before lunch there is a half-hour's parade; the same
before dinner. For the rest of the day the prisoners are,
in prineiple, free. In summer all must be in thelr beds at
8:30 p.m., in winter at 7:45 p.m.

The hygienic conditions vary; in general, they are very
bad, Where water pipes and sanitary drrangements exist
cleanliness can be kept rather more easily; but where the
water supply 1s insufficient (in Osiwlecim there were two
ﬁells for the whole camp) conditions are much worse. The
dishes have to be washed even with filthy water or else a
terrible beating awailts the culprit. It often happens that
the same water is used for washing by several prisoners even
if they_are affected by contaglous skin diseases. That is
why many prisoners only pretend to have a wash because they
are afrald of catching some disease. Theoretically every
prisoner 1s entitled to a warm shower once a week put in
practice this is possible only once a month., Soap is non-
exlstegnt in all camps. It is, therefore, rather easy to
catch a disease or lice or other vermin. There was a time
in Gusen when 80% of the inmates were suffering from scabies
but nothing was done agalnst 1t. There was a lack of gedl-
cines. In Oswieclm conditions were not better.
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We have already spoken about the results of bad food.
Most common of all are cases of bolls due to great exhaustion
of the body and infection of even smallest wounds. Attempts
to cure wounds oneself are regarded as sabotage. The most
popular method is cutting without the application of anes-
theties, which is often unnecessary. Wound dressings are
agalnst all the rules of hyglene, without any disinfection
of instruments, hands, and even of the wounds. Three or four
of the medical personnel, during the course of one or two
hours, attend to sometimes as many as 500 cases, treating them
like cattle: Paper bandages are completeiy useless, Eeirg .
torn in three or four minutes. Medi&ines, except aspirin and
dressing materials, are completely lacking.- A prisoner is
only allowed to go to the doctor when his temperature is not
less than 101 degrees. Falnting during the roll-call,
physical exercise, or labor is not sufficient ﬁause to recelve
medical attention. By the way it 1s very difficult to recelve
mediecal attention. The most common cases are of diarrhoea
with internal bleedirg, mostly during the summer belirg the
cause of foul drinking water (Oswiecim) and eating raw turnips
and potato peelings. The only cure for this disease 1s to
abstaln from food and drink for two days which requires a
great strength of will. Further there arises a peculiar sort

of diarrhoea, forms of which are so severe that the stomach
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refuses to retain food for more than a gquarter of an hour.
Also severe dlseases are caused by standing in bitter cold
durlng the roll-calls, and washimg completely undressed in
the open air, and also during labor.

The extremely plain food, lacking in fats, offers no
protection against cold, neither does the insufficlent cloth-
Ing. Tuberculosis and exanthematic typhus are spreading
rapidly. Frostblte, during the winter, is extremely common,
and also sores from the constant beating. The beating is so
sévere and constant that 1t causes the flesh to peel from
the bones, and sets up internal boils. Trom lack of head-
dress the prisoners suffer from boils on their heads.

The work at the camps 1s of warious kinmds. In E&théusan
most of the prisoners wo?k in the quarries which are owned by
private firms, who have agreements with the 8.8, as to the
supplf of these white slaves. The work here 1s &lways
monotonous, terribly hard and exhausting. Both young and old
(from 18 to 60 years) work just the same for the same amount
of work is expected from all. Those who are surly are beaten
by their taskmasters, who beat them with spanners four cen-
timeters thick. The weaker prisoners died after a few days.
In Osiwiecim, however, and at other camps the work is more

varied; road building and house bullding, actually demolition
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of the possessions of the evacuated civilian populatior in
a radlus of three kilometres, agricultural work, and loading
of rallway trucks. 'The most usual form of work is leveling
the camp yard by means of a heavy concrete roller, the yard
1s covered with gravel. This type of work is ch}eflf done
by priests and Jews., Until June, 1941, work at -Oswiecim
such as carting soll in wheelbarrows, had to be done on the
run. In every camp thre are a number of so-called trades:
Fitters, tallors, shoemakers, halrdressers, medical persﬁnnel,
underwéar storekeepers, servants, kitchen stewards, potato
peelers, ete. |

In Gusen one of the hardest trades is that_of the stone-
carriers (Steintradger); these men carry the stones for house-
building and the laying of pavements in the camp area. The
most tiring is the pointless work sometimes forced on the
prisoners of gathering up the mud in the drains and throwirg
it back again, carting heavy loads and bringing them back
next day. AE.E general rule the work goes on regardless of
weather - snowstorms, raln, frost or intense heat. The mrison-
ers work in torn, worn out clothes and shoes. They have no
means of shielding themselves, and no possibility of rest.
They are often wet through and chilled to the marrow. Only

the doctor's decislon can exempt them from work.

In Oswiecim there is lack of proper work, but as the
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time of the prisoners must be employed the Commandants order
marching in circles in the camp yard, which lasts for hours
causing giddiness and fainting, they organize physical exer-
cises or teach them German songs which must be sung by the
prisoners while they march.

It is permitted to write letters in German home twilce a
month., Prisoners are allowed to receive up to 50 RM a month.
In the camps there are canteens which sell writing-paper,
handeream, talc powder, Fau-de-Cologne, and other small things,
sometimes even camp soup and vegetableg salads., It is allowed
to subseribe for daily German newspapers.

Camp regulations are very severe. The Commandants are
allowed to rldicule the prisoners. In Ravensbruck the women
prisoners are treated a 1little less famlliarly - they may even
call then "Madam". Prisorers are treated as soldiers, therefore
standing to attentlon during the roll-eall, precision in
physical exerclises as wéll as in the making of beds, ete., 1is
required. There must be complete obedience to the Commandant.
When meeting an §.5. man the prisoner must take off his cap.
They are not allowed to ask anything - but only to answer
questlons. Conversations with "Capo" are forbidden. They are
not allowed to change their work. The prisoners have to shave
their heads once a week, to shave their faces every day, and

1n the evenings they have to grease their boots, Smoking in




barracks and durirng work is prohibited. The followirg
punishments are in force:-

1. Disciplinary punishments: forbidding dinner, taking
off the coat, shirt and earcaps in the frost, standing to
attention for several hours, beating by the guards, Capo and
S.S. men; confined to barracks. The guards beat often and
willingly but clumsily, but S.S. men do it as experts ineclud-
ing the face (ofteﬁ with spamners), they also kick with boots
on the prisoners' stomach and kidneys, hands and legs, which
often is the cause of broken arms and legs. Blows with
clenched fists on the breasts causes the heart to stop, and
sometimes the prisoners only feel pain a week afterwards. In
some cases one blow was sufficient to cause death. The small-
est deviation from orders and regulations, such as a badly-
made bed, not well-cleaned and greased boots, prisonerﬁ are
exhausted by physical exercises - making them crawl and leap
with thelr hands raised for hours, run by command. If the
physical jerks are carried out inexactly this is considered as
resistance or slackness, without any regard for age, infirmity'
or lack of strength, amd is punished by the whip or the stick.
Responsibility is collective - all are responsible for every
one - and so these physical jerks are mostly carried out in
groups.

2. Group penalties: standing to attention during roll-

call, which may last several hours, penal gymnastics and




deprivation of meals.

5. OGeverer penalties may be imposed only by the
Commander of the camp on prisoners who are reported to him
by the S.S5. men: (a) The ‘pillory; (b) Flogging; (c¢) Dark
cells; and (d) Sunday work.

The pillory consists in handing the offender by his arms,
which are bound behind his back, and in such a way that he can
stand only on tiptoe. The plllory is applied in terms vary-
ing from 15 minutes to one hour. After an hour, the hands of
the delinquents become purple and their armpits are almost
cut to the bone. The highest penalty is three hours, one
hour every day. The penalty of the pillory is imposed for
every trifling offence, such as smoking during work, and bring-
ing fag-ends of cigarettes from the camp. ‘

Flogging consists of from 5 to 25 strokes on any one
occasion. It 1s usually performed in publie. Tﬁﬂ del inquent
is held over a speclal stool, with a c;ncave seat. At first
the victims were beaten with rods cut from bushes nearby,
later these were replaced by sticks or the cat. The beating is
done by two men alternately. The strokes are administered with
full strength. The prisoner must be fully conscious while he
is being punished. He must count the strokes himself. When
he begins to falnt, he 1s revived and beaten again.

.Tha penalty of a dark cell consists in belng conflned in
a very small, empty cell, with only water and a small hunk of
bread for food, hot food is given only once every two days.




This penalty may be imposed concurrently with others.

'here is also a penalty which consists in spraying the
prisoner when he is fully dressed with water from a rubber
hose, for a period varying from 15 minutes to one and a half
hours, irrespective of the season. This penalty usually ends
in pneumonia, Spraying with water from a hydrant at a close
range may stop the heart beating and cause death, while if the
face 1s thus sprayed, the eyeballs may be destroyed.

Any attempt to escape 1s punished very severely. Those
who are caught are led through the camp in a fool's cap and
with a sign on their breasts saying "Ich bin wieder dar". They
are ordered to beat a big drum while parading; afterward they
receive a hundred strokes of the cat at 25 per dlem. No one
can stand so much. In the event of a successful escape ten
prisoners of 1:.1*1@I company to which the escaplng man belornged
are shot; and in event of escape from penal gang, 20 fellow-
prisoners are shot.

In every camp there is a special penal gang, which is
billeted separately, and completely isolated. No one 1s allowed
to approach the prisoners of such a penal gang, under pain of
being transferred to it oneself. This gang is made up of
prisoners, who were sent to the camp directly to 1t, and are
therefore destined to extermination (as a rule all the priests
and Jews are sent to such penal gangs), or of prisoners who

have been thrice punished. 7Those who belong to such a gang
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must carry out every task on the run, even whenicarrying loads
or pushing barrows with heavy loads. They have no time off
even on Sunday afternoon. '

Vhenever a prisoner i1s sent to a camp for the second time
he is always directed to the penal gang. inciusion in this com-
pany 1s indicated by a black ring around. the number which the
prisoner wears on his blouse and on his trousers. A red ring
inﬂicateé a prisoner who has attempted to escape or talked
to a man who escaped. All these prisoners belong to penal
gangs. The supervisors in these gangs are other prisoners who
have passed through a special course in tortures.

Here are a few figures showing the results of the methods
applied in the penal gangs: in September, 1940 more than 40
priests were in Oswieclim; aftéf prolonged efforts the survivors,
16 in all, were transferred to Dachau in February, 1941, the
others having died in the meantime. Dflthe 120 Jews who were
there in September, 1940, only 2 survived until March, 1941,

Here are the maln reasons for the extraordinarily high
death-rate in the camp: lack of clothing, lack of protection,
against the cold, very poor food and lack of fats, which faeil-
itate the catching of coids on every occaslon, over-strenuous
work, especlally in quarries, appalling hyglenic conditions,
epldemics, physical punishment, beatings, and humiliation,

The longer a prisoner remains in a camp, the more his

physical and spiritual resistance is weakened. Prisoners lose
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every hope of ever being set free again, and become completely
downhearted. For this reason the progress ol every 1lllness

is astounding. All those who have been freed from the ecamps
are of the opinion that spiritual resistance determines the |
possibility of endurance and that spiritual breakdown 1s the
main cause of deatht

There are cases when prisoners are so to speak made -
ripe for death without any actual sign of diseas®. Such a
prisoner may tell his fellow-prisoners that he will die short-
ly. He is sent to the sick-bay and there he dies, usually
within two days. The death-rate 1s highest among thase‘under
age and older people. <The death-rate is higher among manual
workers, who are usually less resistant épiritually.

The bodies of the dead are cremated in the camps. “he
ashes of the prisoners are placed in urns, which the family
may take away on payment of a 'small sum. In western Poland
the priests must sign an undeftaking that these urns will not
be opened. .In the General Government it was at first permitted
to mentlon in obituary notices fhé placé of death, and to use
the expression "ashes" instead of "body", but later this too
was forbldden,

There are also mass-deaths, as a result of roll-calls,
etc.: In Oswlecim, on October 28, 1940, there was about 6
degrees of frost and an icy wind, ‘he prisoners were still
in thelr 1light summer clothing and had no coats. After an
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inspection of the clothing and underwear of the nrisoners,
which was held in the courtyard, énd lasted over an howr, a
roll-call was held, because'one of the prisoners was not to
be found, and it lasted until 12.30 p.m.; afterward, the
prisoners marched to work without dinner. They were so frozen
that next day 84 of them died. In Oranlenburg on January
16, 1940, the prisoners were kept in the barrack-square for
2 hours in a temperature of 30 degrees of frost. Several
scores of them falnted or froze to death. Sixty prisoners
died in the camp hospital that week.

0f course, bullets are most effective in terminating the
lives of the prisoners. For some time, death-sentences have
been carried out on prisoners in camps, sentences imposed only
after their confinement in these camps.

The rumors concerning mass-sulcides carried out in the
camps by Jumping onto high-tension wires are exaggerated.
Such suicides are frequent in Dachau ard Dranieqburg among
Germans and Czechs. They are rare among Poles. The latter
occasionally commit suleide in Oswiecim by throwing themselves
against the barbed wire which surrounds the camp. This looks
like escape and causes the guards to shoot them,

Here is the rough estimate of the death-rate in the camps.,
In Warsaw, in several large blocks of flats 88 men were selzed
on September 19, 1940, and were sent to Oswiecim; of these

11 were set free. Of the remaining 77, 44% had died before
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April 1, 1941. In July, 1940, 40 men were sent from Milan-
owek: 3 returned home; 2 remained in the camp; and 35 diled.
Of 700 men sent to Gusen in June, 1940, about 100 were living
in April, 1941; as very few are set free as a rule, this
means that almost all the rest dled. Up to March 1, 1942
more than 26,000 prisoners have been contined in Oswiecim, .
of which about 22,000 were Poles. On this latter date, there
were 10,000 prisoners in this camp, of whom 8,000 were Poles.
This shows that at vgrious periods some 14,000 Poles dig-
appeared from this camp. The number of those freed Was very
small, and 1t could not be estimated at more than 1,000, the
number of those who were transferred to other camps may be
estimated at some 3,000, all in all no more than'é,DDG Poles,
the remainder - 10,000 - died, This amounts to almost half
of those Imprisoned. These figures are confirmed by the re-
turning prisoners. "

It is only falr to add that in 1941 conditions in
Oswlecim improved. There are three-storied burks and bed-
linen there now and in other camps, there is running water
in the bulldings and, in general, more cleanliness and hyglene.
The pillory has been done away with, and prisoners are treated
less barbarously. The food, however, has deteriorated. Another
change for the worse i3 that the break for dinner has been

aholished. The prisoners now work in one stretch, instead of
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dinner receiving only coffee, and have their meal in the
evening after returning from work.

One can be freed from the camp by favoritism or by
bribery. Otherwise only those prisoners who are on the brink
of the grave, or those who have collapsed completely in spirit,
are freed. In principle only those who are healthy can be
freed; those who want to be freed must claim that there is
nothing wrong with them. TFortunately the lMedical Board be-
fore which one must appear before being released is just a
parody; it refuses to release only such prisuﬁers as have wounds
which cannot be concealed on the hands, the geck or the face.
Before belng released, the prisoner must listen to 3.3peech
by the Commander of the camp, and sign a declaration consist-
ing of several paragraphs, in which he pledges himself not to
tell anyone of the conditions in the camp, after his return
home, to say that he is healthy, not to oppose the Reich, and
to report to the German authorities every conspiracy which may
come to hls knowledge.

The prilisoner receives his own underwear and clothes, his
money énd other objects. For his Journey he 1s glven a large
parcel carefully wrapped in good paper,containing bread, butter
and ham. The returned prisoner is usually a ruin, his nerves
are shattered, he has T.B., his heart is weak, he 1s damaged
Internally, he has abscesses and scars. After his return he
must report to the Gestapo. The majority are so i1ill-treated
that they have not the courage to talk about the camp. Only
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those whose days are numbered are an exception,

The number of Poles confined at any one time in concen-
tration camps can be estimated only roughly at 20,000 -
25,000. 3

Conditions in concentration p-:amps and their high death-
rate show that thelr purpose is not only to isolate politiecal
suspects and to terrorise the people, but that they are an
appropriate means of putting to death thousands of Poles and
that thus they replace the old mass-executions.




e

.- 62 =~
July 10, 1942
Section No. 3

REPORYT ON YHE EXECULLION OF JEWS AT BELZEC

According to informatlon recelved from a German employed at
the place of execution, thls place is situated at Belzec

close to the rallway statlon. It 1s fenced off with barbed
wire. Inside and outside the fence Ukrainlan sentries are
posted. Executions are carried out in the following manner:

a train carrying Jews, arrives at the station and is moved up
to the wire fence where the guards are changed. Now the train
1s brought to the unloading place+by German personnel. The
men are taken into barracks on the left, where they have to
take their clothes off, ostensibly for a bath. Then both
groups are driven to a third barrack with an electric floor
where the executlion is carried out. The bodies are taken

out of the camp by rallway and unloaded into a 30 m. deep
diteh. This has been dug by Jews who, after they have finish-
ed the job, are executed. The Ukrainian sentries, too, are

to be executed, when the work has been finished. For the
present, however, they live luxurlously amd are lavishly pro-
vided with money and Jewels. For example, they pay 400 zlotys
(about $75.) for one liter of vodka and 2000 zlotys and

Jewelry for a woman,




- ey
L

July 10, 1942
Section No. 4

PROTESY OF CATHOLIC ORGANLZATIONS

Walled off from the outside world, several hundred
thousand people of the Warsaw Ghetto are facing death. There
is no hope for them, no help from anywhere. Thelr oppressors
are patrolling the Ghetto streets, firing at whoever dares to
venture out into them. Anybody standing near a window 1s
liable to be fired at. Unburied corpses are left lying about
in the streets.

The number of vietims in one day reaches some 8,000 -
10,000. The Jewlish Police are obliged to deliver them over
to their German executioners. If they refuse they are them-
selves put to death. Children unable to walk are loaded onto
lorries. This 1s done so brutally that very few reach the
rallway station alive. Mothers who wltness such scenes go
mad. The number of persons driven mad by despair and horror
is equal to the number of those executed.

On arriving at the railway station the victims are trans-
ferred to trucks, 150 of them to one truck. The floors are
strewn with a thick layer of calcium chloride sprinkled with
water., The doors are then sealed. Sometimes the traln de-,
parts immedlately after loading but sometimes it 1s left on
a slde track for a day or two... It does not make any

dif ference however. Not one of these people, squeezed into
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the truck so tightly that the dead do not drop to the floor
but stand upright among those alive, choked by ﬁh& fumes of
calcium chloride and by bad air, tormented by hunger and
thirst - will survive, anyway. It 1s immaterial when or
where these trains arrive - they are bound to contaln only
corpses.

A quick death would be regarded as a blessing as it
would mean delivery from paln, But this has been fareseen
and forestalled by the executioners. All chemists! shops in
the Ghetto are closed so that people cannot buy poisons, Fire-
arms are not avallable. The only way which remains 1s to jump
to death from a window. In fact, a good many choose this way
in order to escape thelr oppressors.

The same has been happening for the last six months in
hundreds of Polish towns. The total number of Jewish victims
now exceeds one mlllion and 1s constantly increasipg. A1l
fall victims - rich &n& poor, old men, young men and children,
even bables, men and women alike - Jews who have become
Christians long ago together with those who have kept to
their old falth. Thelr only offence is that they belong by
birth to the Jewish nation, condemned by Hitler to annihila-
tion.

The world regards all these crimes, which are more

terrible than anything that has ever happened in the history




"y

: © -68-

L

of mankind, with a calm eye. Millions of helpless people
are being massacred and sinister silence is maintained. The
executioners are silent, they do not boast of their deeds.

This sllence cannot be tolerated any more. Whatever the
motives - it 1is wrong to look passively at crimes.

That's why we, Polish Catholies, are raising our voices.

«e« " We do not want to be Pllates. We are not in a
position to react actively agalinst the German murderers, we
cannot help to save amybody, but we protest from the depth of
our hearts. We are filled with sympathy indignation and horror.
God who does not permit murder bids us to protest. Our
Christian consclence blds us to protest.

Any creature rejoicing in the name of man has a right te
appeal for love and sympathy. The blood of the defenseless
1s erying out to heaven for vengeance. Whoever does not Join
in this our protest - is not a Catholic.

We protest also as Poles. We do not belleve that Poland
could profit by German atrocities. On the contrary, in view
of the stubborn silence of the international Jewry, in view
of the busy activities of the German propaganda which seeks to

blame us and the Lithuanians for the massacre of the Jews,

~we can see the careful plan of our enemles. We also know

that erime sows polsonous seeds. The compulsory partieclpa-
tion of the Polish Nation in this bloody show enacted upon




I

-88 -

Polish soll, may also breed a callous indifference to all
injustice and cruelty, and, above all, it may develop a
conviction that our fellow-men can be murdered freely with-
out fear of punishment,

Whoever does not'undﬂrstéﬁd this, whoever dares to soil
our future liberty by medn rejolcing over the misery of our

fellow-men, is, therefore, neither a Catholic nor a Pole.




iR July 22, 1942
Section No. 5

+HE JEWISH COUNCIL IN WARSAW
NOorICE

In accordance with the orders of the German authorities,
gll the Jews inhabiting Warsaw, irrespective of their
sex or age, wlill be deported to the East.

The following classes are exempt from deportation:

(a) All Jews employed by German authorities or in
business who are able to prove this faect by
documents, -

(b) All Jews who are members or emplayeels of the
Jewish Council on the date of the promulgation
of this Official notice.

(ec) All Jews who can prove that they are employed in
business firms having their legal seats in the
Reich.

(d) All Jews able to work, but not employed. (These
should be sent to barracks in the Jewish Quarter).

(e) All Jews belonging to the Jewlsh force to maintain
order. |

(f) All Jews belonging to the personnel of Jewish
hospitals, and Jewlsh decontamination squads.
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(g)

(h)

All Jews belonging to the immediate families

of the persons enumerated in (a - f). Only
wives and children are consldered in this cate-
gory.

A1l Jews who, on the first day of deportation,
are in one of the Jewlsh hospitals and cannot be
sent home at nncé. The fact that t hey cannot be
released from hcspitals must be confirmed by a

doctor appointed by the Jewlsh Council.

Every Jewlsh deportee 1s entltled to take 15 kg. of per-

sonal effects as traveling luggage.

than 15 kg. will be confiscated. All valuables such as

money, Jewellery, gold, etc., can be taken away.

The de-

portees should carry food for three days.

The beginning of the d eportation is fixed for July 22,

1942, at 11 a.m.

Penalties:

(a)

(b)

Every Jew not belonging to the categories enumer-
ated in paragraph 2, a and ¢, and not entitled
to belong to them who leaves the Jewlsh Quarter
after the beginning of the deportation will be
shot,

Every Jew who acts so as to evade or impede the

execution of the orders concerning deportation

Luggage welghing more




(e)

(a)
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will be shot.

Every Jew who abets acts which may lead to the
evaslion or impeding of the execution of the depor-
tation will be shot.

Every Jew who 1s seen in Warsaw after t he conclu-
slon of the deportation order, and who does not
belong to the categories enumerated in paragraph

2 (a - h) will be shot.

THE JEWISH COUNCIL IN WARSAW
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Seetion Ne, 68
POLICEMAN'S REPORT ON WARBAW

The monstrous liquidation of the Warsaw Ghetto is
pregressing quickly. Out of the 400,000 Jews about 180,000
have been deported up to August 11, 1942, On August 10 the
Jewish community gave offielally the number of those deported
as 160,000, Generally published figure of 500,000 people in
the Ghette is fictitious and we received it because the Jewish

community always gave out-that Ghette was populated by more
people in order to receive more ratien eards; it is supposed
that there were about 150,000 = 200,000 supernumerary ration
esards in nirnglation.

At first those Jews who workéd in fastories inside the
Ghette and those who lived with tﬁair families inside the
walls surrounding factory buildings were not deperted. But now
from one such "Ghette fastory" half of the Jews have already
been taken. Even the authorities of the Jewish Cemmunity have
been informed that they possess too many oclerks and that half
ef them are to report for ®*deportation®.

The so-ealled "emall Ghattq' inhabited by about 40,000
Jews was completely liquidated by 6 p.m. en August 10.

Recently frem 8,000 -« 10,000 Jews have been deported
dally frem the Ghetto. Even ghildren frem the institutions
are deported; eften they are not strong enough to walk, in
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which ease they are put on earts. The conditions are se bad
that a great number eof these children die before reaching the
earriages. "Hunting" in the streets eontributes to the speed
with which the "Jews are being liquidated®, Gestape agents
and "White Guards" (i.e. Soviet prisoners who have entered
German service) ride aleng the streets, using among other
vehieles drnlhkio!'drlin by Jews and they shoet from Temmy-
guns whenever they see a group of people. Sometimes in one
street there are as many as 30 - 40 Jewish eorpses lying
around,

The Jewish Community have to say who 1s to be deported,
and the Jewish Polise are to carry out the erder of giving the
Germans the "eontingent®. The Jewish Police have ne ether
weapons but a rubber tmipheon,

The agtivities of the Jewish Police are sentrolled by
the ten Gestape agents in the Ghette and the fifty "White
Guards". The Ghetto walls are guarded by Latvians, Estonians
and Lithuanians, who shoot at the windows of Jewish houses
whenever they ses anyons there, They must not enter the
Ghetto under penalty of death. In the Ghetto there is alse
a Polish Police Station, but the Polish Pelicemen have had
nothing te do with the liquidation of the Ghette, The faet
that the Polish Police are not used by the invader for this
purpose is certainly a proof that they have ne eonfidence in
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the Polish Pelice, and this lack ef confidence is the outoome
of the attitude of the whole Polish community. It is striking
in fect how all the Jews are completely, almost patholegloally
paselve, there is a lack of any = even desperate ~ astien, The
moral breakdown is so great that whii- at the beginning many
Jews were in hiding, new a great number applied voluntarily
for deportation because they want to die as soon as poessible,
No Jew doubts for a mement but that he is being deported to be
killed. Cases of suieide are numerous among the Jews, Fer
example, in one *vagated" house the door of one of the flats
was looked and one eould smell the escaping gas. Inside were
the corpses of those who committed sulcide. In one of the
flats on the bed was a dead Jewess, and beside her a packet eof
verenal,

Many Jews have gone mad. Thus, one Jewess goes about
day and night, without any pass, looking for her child, swearing
aloud at the Germans. The Germans "Magnanimously" - for
derision -~ did not shoot this Jewess. In the Ghetto hunger now
fules. It 18 quite impossible now to trade 1llegally. The
price of one kilo eof bread is about 70 zlotys but people offer
a wateh for one loaf of bread and for two a valuable gold watch,
On the other hand -~ in the houses of those rich Jews already
deported one finds butter and sausages in the pantry; the oup-
boards are full of expensive linen and clethes. They have had
to leave everything.
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September 7, 1942

Section No. 7

LIQUIDATION OF THE WARSAW GHEIIO

During more than one month thélliquid&tian of the Warsaw
Ghetto has been continuing, It is now approaching its end.
The number of victims and the cruelty make it one of the most
tragiec pages in history.

Before a full and detailed description can be glven we
are giving here an objective résumé of authentic material
collected from Ghetto refugees, These accounts come from
people we know personally, In them there are items which
have been verlfied several times by other accounts and news
recelved from the Ghetto. The pleture presented by these
materlials has only one side.

The reports come only from one class of Ghetto inhabil-
tants - from the assimilated intelligentsia. Enclosure No.

3 comes from a Catholic. Others come from people who have
lost thelr next-of-kin, who have escaped death by chance and
write, full of ﬁeFreiicn, not knowing their future. These
people did not travel in the "deportation carriage"; in the
reports the last and worst act is missing, the one the authors
managed to escape.

- The relations of the refugees are completed by the reports
of éhe Secret Service from Belzec, by the texts of the Proclama-
tion of the Jewlsh Counclil of July 22, 1942, and by excerpts
from the Report (No. 8) of the policeman who could enter the
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Ghetto on duty., We know his rank, function and name - but |,
we cannot publish them for obvious reasons.

1. The Germans set up the Warsaw Ghetto in October,
1940, All the Jews had to move to the district set apart
for them and all Aryans had to leave it by November 1, 1940.
The Jews were allowed to take only things for thelr personal
use, they were forbidden to take furniture. In reality,
however, it was not so strict.

All Jewish trade and industrial businesses in the Cath-
olic district were closed and sealed. The initial date for
the Jewlsh deportation was shifted to November 15, 1940. From
that day ‘the Jews were forbidden to leave the Ghetto, but the
Aryans were allowed to enter it without a pass up to
November 25, 1940. From that time on the Ghetto was closed.

Only those, who had passes from the German authoritigs,
had the right to enter and to leave Ghetto. The whole district
was surrounded by a wall. Leaving the Ghetto without a pass
waslfcrbidden under penalty of death. In many cases the German
courts punished people in this way. Although the Ghetto was
closed, many Aryan trade and industrial businesses still re-
mained. Aryan trade businesses were transferred from the

Ghetto by the spring of 1941, but industrial premises still re-

mained and employed both Aryans and Jews.
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After shutting off the Ghetto all official transactions
with the Aryan district had to pass through a special German
office - the Tranaferstelle. In the spring of 1942, when
normal conditlons already prevalled between the districts, the
offieial turnover was 13 groszy dally per head, while the
price of one kllo of bread was mnfé'than 10 zlotys and that of
potatoes about 5 zlotys.

From the very first moment all trade with the Ghetto was
based on smuggling on a large scale. The Germans took part
in it and had a cnl}uiﬁl income in profits and bribes, Econ-
omlcally trade was based on selling Jewlsh possessions and
buylng food. The getting of food inteo Ghetto was based on
smuggling because the rations allowed were much smaller even
than those allowed to the Poles. For example, about half a
kilo of bread weekly per person and hardly anything more was
allowed.

Slowly in the Ghetto handiecraft and trade were recon-
structed for the use of the Polish population outside and big
workshops were set up for the use of the Germans. But the
main form of trade was smugglling, and when it was stopped
the difference between the prices in the Jewlsh dlstricts and
outside the Ghetto was as follows: bread from 60 zlotys -

85 zlotys 1n the CGhetto and 8 - 12 zlotys outside; sugar 400 -
450 1n the Ghetto and 35 - 70 zlotys outside; potatoes 18 -
30 zlotys in the Ghetto amd 3.50 zlotys outside.
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Since the’ shutting off of the Ghetto the death-rate
has increased dally, the causes being the general misery,
the winters of 1940-41 and 1941-42, and the epidemics of
typhold fever and tuberculosis. Sometimes scores of corpses
were to be seen in the streets daily. The death-rate in 1941
was about 13%, and in the first four months of 1942 it was
more than 15%. “The birth-rate fell almost to zero.

In splte of this the number of inhabitants of the Warsaw
Ghetto was kept more or less on the same level (officilally
about 433.000, although in reality it fell to 370.000) owing
to the fact that new Jews were brought over from Germany,
Holland and from districts near and far from Warsaw, to keep
up and even Increase the rate of mortality.

All the time the invader used increasing terror., Scores,
several or only a few victims perished dally in the Gpetto,
not counting those who were shot daily by its gates. Germans
in uniform entered homes, dragged out thelr vietims and killed
them in the streets. Jews, who met outside the Ghetto walls,
were shot dead on the spot and Jewlsh childran_were drowned
in clay pits or thrown into sewers.

II. Since the autumn nf 1941 news has been coming through
from the distriet beyond the Bug of the mass shooting of Jews
by machine guns 1n eastern towns and vlllages. This news, at

first recelved with fear and incredulity, has been confirmed
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by eye-witnesses many times. In the winter and at the be-
ginning of spring the murder of scores of thousands of Jews
became a more and more regular occurence,

In the whole Vilna district only one Jewlsh Ghetto remain-
ed, the one in Vilna itself, with a population of 12,000
people. In Vilna more than 60,000 Jews were murdered, in
Rowne 14,000, in Lwow 50% and Kowel 10,000, Later similar
news came through from Stanislawow, arnopol, Stry] and scores
of other places. The wave of terror seemed to move westward.

In the west the Jews were exterminated completely, and
only speclalists and artisans were left in barracks to work
for the German Army. Recently new methods have been applied.
The Germans have trled to kill Jews by using gas, as for
example at Chelm in the Kujawy district where 10,000 people
were killed in this way.

A camp in Belzec has also been set up for electrocuting
them (See No. 1). In March and April, 1942, 80,000 Jews from
the Lubelskie, Lwow and part of Kieleckie districts were
electrocuted. In Lublin out of 30,700 Jews, 2,500 remalned,
including 70 women. Before deportation many Jews were moved
from small communities to larger ones and about 10% were murder-
ed during the process.

In March of this year after Himmler's visit to the General
Government and after the publication of his order that 50% of
the Jewlsh population has to disappear by the end of 1942,
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Everybody hoped that something would happen to prevent this
mass murder.

In spring the né;rs came through that a new camp of
tortures had been set up in Sobibor in the Wlodawski dis-
trict. The winding up of the Ghetto was expected already by
the middle of April, and then, later, by the end of May. In
June the rumor spfead that it had been put off for some time.
However, the visit of Himmler to the General Goverrmment in
the middle of July this year hastened the execution of the
plan and his former orders were even made stricter.

ITI. The winding up of the Warsaw Ghetto was preceded
by actlion which was intended to remove foreign Jews from
the Ghetto in order not to offend foreign powers. Thérefore,
on July 17, 1942 they were registered and interned in the
Paviak prison.

On and from Monday July 20, 1942 the Ghetto frontlers
were guarded by lines of "junaks"™, i.e. Security Detachments
composed of Lithuanlans, Latvlans and Ukrainians and Russian
prisoners. From that time on the "navy-blue" Police were
only an auxiliary force at the exit gates. At this time the
"smuggling™ of things into the Ghetto was stopped and the
number of people shot inside went up at a disastrous rate.
The "Junaks" started shootling at the windows of houses just
inside the Ghetto walls. At the exit gates the German Police

Posts were largely relnforced, armed with machine guns, and
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one 5,5. man was put at every exit. Patrols of German
Police én bicycles drove incessantly day and night round
the Ghetto bounds. When the Ghetto population saw these
preparations they were filled with fear and awe.

, On June 21, 1942 at 11 o'eclock police cars drove in
front of the building of the Jewlsh Cnmmuﬁity in Grzybowska
Street, S5.5. men ordered the chalrman of the Jewlsh Council
Mr. Czernlakow, to call the members ot the Couneil; when all
arrived they were arrested and taken by police cars to Paviak
Prison, The majority were released after a short time. More
or less at the same time police cars appeared in the Ghetto
streets.

Germans in uniform éntered houses, looking chiefly for
the Jewlsh intelligentsims, whom they killed on the spot, with-
out making sure of their identify. By an unhappy chance
Professor RaszejJa of Poznan University, the well;kaWn Polish
doctor, was among those killed. He had entered the Ghetto
with a pass to fulfill his medical duties.

On the same day people were seized in the streets, It
was characteristle, that only well-dressed people were detain-
ed. It was discovered later that some of the detalned members
of the Jewish Council as well as accidentally stopped passers-
by were to be hostages.

So the day of July 21 passed, and nelther Dr. Czernia-
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kow nor anybody else from the Jewish Council was given the
reason for the arrests.

On July 22, 1942 at 10 o'clock police cars drove up in
front of the Jewish Council building and the remaining free
members of the Jewlsh Council were called and a detailed
program of the "deportation" of the Jewish population from
Warsaw was read out to them. The most important part of this
the notice - (No. 2) - was posted up on the walls. The other
parts dealt with technleal details:

(a) Establishing the number of people to be deported
dally to 6,000,

(b) People had to be assembled in the building of the
hospital at "Stawki", which was immediately closed down;
these people had to be sent to the freight yards at Stawki
where there are rallway sidings for the transport of goods
to and from the Ghetto,

(c) People to be deported were to be brought dally at
4 p.m. by Jewish Militia, and the first trﬁnsport had to be
there that same day July 22, 1942, Members of the Jewlsh
Counell and the hostages were responsible with their lives
for the executlon of orders. According to explicit German
orders the first people to bhe deported were those in the
Jewlsh prison and various Institutions.

On July 23, 1942 about 7 p.m. two Germans in uniforms,
appeared in the Counecll building. They demanded to see
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Czerniskow, who committed suicide soon after they left the
room. What they spoke of nobody knows. Czernlakow did not
reveal anything before his death; but from a letter to his
wife it was clear that he was ordered to bring 10,000 people
inst;ad of §,6ﬁ0 for deportation, and 7,000 people every day
‘after. After the death of Czernlakow, Dr, Lichtenbaum be-
came the Chairman to the Jewish Councll.

The next day 10,000 people were brought to the freigﬁt
yvard, and on the following days 7,000. This contingent was
reached by selzing people from their houses, and detaining
them in the streets. The Germans, to encourage the Jewlsh
Policemen in their zeal, gave them special passes with the
stamp of the German Police exempting them and their families
from deportation. -

As this order of July 22, 1942 exempted from deportation

those families working in big German businesses, everyone'in -

the Ghetto wanted to get work 1n those places, or rather to
get a certificate that they worked there. German busineésmen
were paid high prices for such certificates. As it was
proved later however the certificates stating that the recip-
lents were working 1in German workshops were all useless. The
Germans did not respect them, amd against their own orders
took all the people,

The action of deportation was getting more brutal daily

and after a few days the Germans themselves helped by the
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Junaks, (independent of the action of Jewish Police) started
on the Job. The Germans roped off blocks of houses, entered
the yards and started shooting. This was supposed to be the
slgn for people to leave the flats and come out into the
yards; those who did not manage to come out quickly enough

or wanted to hide were killed on the spot. 01d pBgple, unfit
people, or cripples were killed in the flats. Wives were
separated from husbands, children and even tiny ones were
separated from parents. In the freight yards amidst incessant
shooting the Germans picked out the aged and the cripples and
took them stralght to the Jewish cementery and killed them.
(60 ~ 100 people daily) The rest were put into trucks; 120
were put into a truck for 40, The trucks were sealed and the
train started on its way. Qulcklime was scattered in them.
Bodies marked the tracks of this train. People were sent to
the three penal camps, Treblinka, Belzec and Sobibor. The
transports were then unloaded, the victims undressed completely
and killed, possibly by gas. Out of 250,000 deported only two
small transports, amounting to 4,000 were directed to War work
near Brzesc and Malachowlcze.

As a rule they do not kill people who are young and fit,
valuable man power - but mainly the old people, the unfit amd
the children. All children from nurseries and Institutions
were deported. Among others children from an Orphanage,
directed by Janusz Korczak, who did not leave the children
under his care although he had the opportunity. He went with




the children to the place of e xecution together with the
manageress of the Home.

This action has been continued since July 22, 1942 and
3,000 - 10,000 people are beirg deported daily., Those left
for more than a month 1live in the hope that they may escape.

Up to November 1, 1942 about 250,000 have already been
"deported". In September 120,000 ration cards were printed,
in October only 40,000. At the same time the German authori-
ties started murdering the Jews near Warsaw. The shocked
Poles were witnesses of these murders., Masses of Poles have
seen the shooting of children, killing of expectant mothers
and the hunting of refugees, They have seen hundreds of
bodies lying in the streets, alorg the roads and the railway
lines.

The liquidation of ghettos in Falenica, Rembertow, Nowy
Dwor, Kaluszyn and Minsk Mazowleckl is linked with the cessa-
tion of deportation in the Warsaw Ghetto during August 20 -
24. On August 25 deportation was started agalin.

According to ﬂrheitsam? reports, which are confirmed by
the number of ration cards rrepared for October, the Ghetto
1s to be populated only by 40,000 skilled workmen, living in
barracks and fit to work for the German war machine.

Those who are still left 1in the Ghetto amount to about
140,000 people.
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IV. It is impossible to finish this short review of
"conditions in the Warsaw Ghetto, without a't:l:empting to show
people who are not living under German oppression the scale
of wholesale murder committed there until September 1, 1942
on about 250,000 Jews and which in part 1s still continuirg.
The attempt to make people understand this hitherto un-
heard of wholesale murder should be started by an appeal to
everyone in England and America: You Poles in England must
be made to believe things it is apparently impossible to be-
lieve and you must try to make the English and Americans be-
lieve 1t. You must belleve that what we tell you is the truth
and nothing but the truth - these things form the pattern of
our everyday existence. These facts are neither chosen nor
specially prepared, they are everyday happenings, These are
not all the facts, neither are they outstanding. Everyone of
them happens scores and hurdreds of times a day. We people of
Poland inform you that since July 22, 1942 scores and hundreds
of Jews are shot daily in the streets and houses of Warsaw.
Those murders are committed every day in the process of catch-
ing people for execution. Among those caught in the dally de-
portation contingents (6,000 - 10,000) 50 - 100 old people,
cripples ard unfit are taken to the cemetery, shot and buried.
The majority of the railway transports of the deported
are sent to the camp in Treblinka, 4 km. from Malkinla, where
the people are executed and buried dally by thousands. Special

machines were brought over to Treblinka to bury bodies of the
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dead Jews. These machines work incessantly. The smell of
the decaying bodies 1s so strong that it makes the peasants
111. Those within 5 kﬁ. of Treblinla cannot stand the smell
ard run away. Besldes Treblinka there are similar camps in
Belzec and Sobibor. We were unable to find out whether any
of those deported were still alive. We could only confirm
the innumerable deaths.

If anybody doubts the possibility of killing 5,000,
6,000 or even 10,000 men during the course of one day the wit-
nesses of Otwock, Rembertow, Siedlce, Minsk Mgd Masow, Lomaz
and " many other places can testify to it. Before the eyes -
of these people on many occaslons during a few hours 2,000 - '
10,000 Jews were murdered.

The vastness of the scale of the atrocities 1s equal to
the extent of the eruelty in which murders were carried out.
These people, before belng led to death, were forced to en-
dure the maximum of suffering. For instance not less than
100 people were loaded into trucks intended for 40, The
doors were sealed, and the floors thickly covered with lime.
To make the Jews feel the corrosive effects of the lime the
Germans ordered them to take of f thelr shoes.

To give mothers mental torture their 1ittle ones are
taken from them. Whole orphanages were sometlmes deported.
The personnel do not leave the children until the children are

fﬁ@Eﬂly loaded into trains. Children are loaded separately




jand the personnel travel by other transport.

To shoot someone instantly would be a human actlon, by
comparison with the cruelties practised everyday on Polish
Jews, If the executioner throws a mother and her child to
the ground together he apparently has a kind heart. Scores of

such cases are noted every day.

There are facts of extreme cruelty. An expectant Jewlsh
mother escaped from the Ghetto. 6She took shelter in a house
in Grochow, a Warsaw suburb. 8She was befriended by some Poles
and her child was born, but a German policeman found her, shot
her instantly and trampled on the new-born baby with hls boots.

We feel that we cannot write more about these horrible
things. May the example we have given you serve to illustrate
the measure of German cruelty. The measure of the grief and
.resignatian of the people may be judged by the number of
suicides. Whole families, as well as individuals, commit _
sulcide; they use gas or prussic acld. Every dafisumecne
polsons himself, sometimes even several persons pémmit suicide
in one house. To stop suicides by poison all the chemists!
shops in the Ghetto are shut. There are hunﬁreds of cases of
insanity. Some ask the "Jjunaks" to kill them. However,
nothing is done without money. The "Jjunaks" demand to be pald
100 zlotys for shooting one person.

It is difficult to end, and yet difficult to go on writing,
but this may be sufficient to illustrate the scale of suffer-

ing which 1s occurirg every day here in Poland.
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1HE INCIDENTS AT SWIECIANY AND OLKIENIKI

On May 19, 1942, between 9 and“10 a.m., on the road
between Stare Swieciany and Zymlupy, in the vieinity of Wygoda, .
a number of persons, whose identlty had never been ascertaineﬂ,.
intercepted a German motor vehicle, and killed one District
Commander (Lieutenant Beck) and two Deputy Commanders (Son-
derfuehrer), who also were Germans. A Polish woman-inter-
preter, who was another passenger, was permitted to go un-
harmed, with the words "Run, lady" ("Barishnia udiraj");
during the exchange of shots, however, the woman in question
suffered a wound in one of her hands. ©Several hours later,
Lithuanian troops ("Absangos Burai') and Gestapo units began
a massacre of Poles at Stare Swieclany. At the very outset,
two hundred people, mostly of the Polish middle class (in their
number two clergymen), were killed in their homes and in the
streets. At the same time a telephonic order was given to
the Lithuanian military posts in a number of surrounding
localities to arrest forthwith about 1,000 people, mostly
Poles, selected from lists, probably drawn up beforehand. =
Arrestswere made even in localities within a radius of from
50 to 60 kilometers from the scene of the incident (for in-
stance Kimieliszki, Twerecz, Widze). Those arrested were
brought in from Stare Lyntupy and Nowe Swieclany, where the

mass executlion was carried out. The executions were performed




in every instance by the Lithuanians (police, soldlers and
forest guards). This mass execution took place on May 21
‘and 22, In the village of Kapturumy all men, mostly Poles,
were killed off. It is difficult at the present moment to
ascertain the total number of vietims, due to the fact that
Lithuanian patrols had murdered a number of people on lonely
byways and in the dense woods throughout the countryside.

In any event the total of vietims runs to about 1,000,

The offlcial statement, as carried by the press, esti-
mated the number of killed at 400, which does not conform to
the truth.

The Germans are purported to have cut short the execu-
tions, but the Lithuanians continue to apply terroristic
measures and to kill people off individually.

The population is desperate and awe-strilcken,

Ve do not know what turn the events will take in the future.

A detailed report on the incident will be prepared after the
1list of vietims had been drawn up.

The killing of the Germans was probably done by Sovlet
guerillas or even by the Lithuanians themselves, who wanted
to create a pretext for settling accounts with the Poles.

On May 25 and 26 an analogous incident occurred at 01-
Ikienikl, though on a smaller scale. Twenty-one Poles were

executed in one batch., Here too the murders were done by
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Lithuanians. For the moment, the causes of the execution

)

have not, as yet, been ascertained.
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quisitions by the Gestapo, or else directly from bullets of
the soldiers on the streets and highways of Polish towns

and villages. And Just as any of these victims, generates
in our people a more powerful desire to fight and stiffens
the spirit of resistance, these latest victims of the foul
hecatomb will sink into the souls of the Polish nation as a
call for revenge, will.intensify the grief which had been our
lot ever since September, 1939, and will make us forever
cherish the memory of the murdered, a memory which we shall

pass on to the coming generations.

ANOTHER SAMPLE OF BRUTALITY

One of our frlends related to us the following: Last week
I was driving along the highway leading from Radzymin towards
Vyszkow. When several kilometers out of Radzymin, I heard
shots on the highway and saw some tightly massed crowds com-
ing up towards me. Within a few minutes I was able to get a
clear vision. There were several score of peasant's carts
filled with women, infants and little children. Followling
the carts came a tightly compact crowd, which presented a
« ghastly sight. Just like a bunch of sheep clrcled by dogs,
to be turned about, so did these people wall up, fall over
each other, their mouths frothing with dried saliva. And Just

like sheep dogs, a number of mounted Germans in uniform, with



whips in their hands, were rushing at them. There was also

a uniformed soldlier on a motorcycle with a éiy}li&n, armed
with a revolver, riding in the sldecar. I saw then that these
were Jews from one of the nearby towns, who were being driven.
All of a sudden IJ heard shots, followed by a heart rending
moan coming out of the crowd, a sharp yell of pain, a pre-
mortal groan and a brutal curse uttered by one of the sol-
dlers. I was urging my driver to speed up, so as to pass

this caravan of death as qulckly as possible, averting my
eves, for shame at havirg had to witness such inhuman séenes.
At last I came abreast of the tall end of the caravan. "There
he is", my driver pointed out. Out of the ditch by the road-
side protruded a red leg, covered with seratches, while the
rest of the body rested head down in the bottom of the ditch.
On the surface of the road was a pool of blood. We drove on
at a rather fast gait. "Here's another dead body", sald my
driver in a rather awed voice. Right by was another group

of corpses. A macabre sight I could not endure. The driver
estimated the number of corpses at about twenty. How
terrible! I have bheen enenuntering'corpses until I reached

a crossroad leading off to the right. At the bend in the
road a heap of tattered garments in the ditch and another

two corpses. That 1s how the eyewltness saw the road over

which were driven the Jews evicted f rom the ghetto at Tluszcz.
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Before leaving the latter locality several Jews were killed
in the town proper. About six hundred were taken out and,
according to rumors, a little over two hundrad-reachad
Radzymin,

We are not acquainted with the subsequent fate of this

caravan of death;
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LITHUANIAN ATROCITIES

Ever sinoe the Lithuanians ocoupied Wilno, on October
23, 1839, they began to harass and oppreas the Polish popula=
tion. The Lithuanian. bureaucratic and police machinery, ime
ported at the very beginning of Lithuanikan ocoupation, remained
even after the Lithuanian Soviet Republic was incorporated into
the U.8.8.R, (June 12, 1940) and after the invasion by the Gerw
mans. |

By rendering services to every ocoupant in turn, tﬁn
Lithuanians systematiocally and ruthlessly exterminate the other
n-tinnnlitial.}

The Jewlish problem was the one to be solved the quickest
by the Lithuanians, who took advantage of the hostility of
Hitlerism to the Jews. Directly upon the German invasion, the
Lithuanians, under the pretext of the Jews cooperating with the
Bolshevists, proceeded to exterminate the Jews thoroughly, and
in a bestial manner, By autumn, 1841, all Jews in the prow
vinocial centers hmve been lur&.rud. the Ghetto of Wilno was
reduced by November 1, 1941, from 80,000 to 30,000 people,

At present there are 12,000 Jews in the Wilno Ghetto, Insofar
as the territory of the General Kommando Lithuania is soncerned,
there 1s only a remnant of the Ghetto at Kovno,
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Germans use the Lithuanians, who gained experisnce in
massacring the Jews, for analogous tasks, wherever no willing
local element is to be found, for instance in Lattia, White
BRussia and Warsaw,

Under the pretext of Lithuanian claims to territories
inhabited by White Russians, the Lithuanians oppress the latter
with ever=increasing ruthlessness. I!hu object, however, of the
most systematic and consistent exterminatory policy of the Lithe
uanians, is the Polish population, because it is being unnlidtétd
as the most dangerous and difficult to combat., For this reason,
the Lithuanians had to devote a manyw-sided action, which = of
late « after the Jewish problem no longer exists, is steadily
galning in intensity.

The action in question is intended to run dlong the fole
rlaiing lines:

1. Economic ruin by confiscation of private enterprises
and reduction of the number of employees of any and all municipal
sooial institutions, Poles may engage only in heavy manual labor
. and are being molested and discoriminated against in connecyion
with the distribution of foodstuffs. |

2. Destruotion of the ocultural 1life, by steadily proe
gressing reductions, complete abolition of instruction in the
Polish language, by which measures the sum total of achievement
in education and civilkzation is being destroyed,
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S. Oppression of the Catholio clergy, as the mainstay
of Poland, In this field the Lithuanian olergy plays the
leading part,

4. Physisal destrustion of the Polish people on Lithe

uanian territory through:
(a) Provooation of confliots and murdering Poles

on any pretext whatever, or without any pretext at all,

(b) Systematic and false denunfigations of Poles to
the Germans, the main pretexts being accusations of co=
operation uith‘thl Bolshevists and the danger of prowins
dependence under-ground work,

(o) Bhigting onto the Poles of the burden of furw
nishing the quota of laborers exported to the Reich and
to the east,for oonstruction work near the front, by reds
uction ﬁr Smployment opportunities and by application of
the principle evolved by Counselor General Panksztis to
the effect that subject to the draft are all those who in
the years 1939/1940 have been refused Lithuanian citizen=
ship, which primarily affects those Poles who settled in
the Wilno region after 1918,

Hereinafter follows a 1iet of salient inoidents of Lithe
uanian atrocities committed against the Poles:

1. Beptember, 1941-, MNeeting of 500 dismissed Polish
funotionaries called and all participants surrendered to the
Germans, as alleged Communists,
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2, Beptember 20, 1941=, 320 Poles taken from Lukiszki
prison and sghot, .

3. Up to the end of 1941=, Anti-Polish exoesses in
Wilno, Treki, Landwarowo, Jnlnuny.'!hrglclt. Swisoany, Turmont
and other localities;

4. March 3, 1642=, Imprisonment in Wilno of 30 Polish
priests, among them all (15) professors of the Diocesan Semiw-
nary nﬁd 6 friars, of all the cleries, deportation to Mariampol
of the metropolitan Bishop, Jabtraycki, and of the Diocesan
Chancellor, Rev, Adam,Sawiocki. Imprisonment of Polish friars
and nuns,

6. March 25, 1942~, Great Soviet air raid on Wilno,
Polish population denounced to the Germans, as having cooperated
with the air raid,

6. May 4 and 5, 1942«, All oclerics deported from prison
to labor camps in Germany, On May 5, 1942, rifty prisoners from
Lukiszki prison shot in Ponary.

7« May 6, 1942=-, Approximately 300 prisonera, almost
exolusively Poles, lhﬂt,lllﬂﬂg them 80 boy students and & l;r;-
students of the Adam Mickiewicz highschool. Desported for work
1ﬁ the Relch were all prisoners, even those Talsely acoused of
membership in Bolghevist organizations during the Soviet ocoou=
pation,
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8. MNay 19, 1942-, @Guerillas near Bwieciany killed 3
Germans. The Lithuanians acocused the Poles of being the perpe=
trators. As the result thereof, Lithuanian auxiliary battalions
were used for repressions, during which 1,200 Poles were butchered
in Swieoclany, Lyntupy and nuighhlriﬁ: looalities. Women had
their ears and breasts out off; pr-lnnnt'uu-.u were kicked to
death. Had not the Germans interfered, the executions would
have continued,

In conneotion with the affair at Swieciany, 1860
Polish prisoners were shot in Wilno, The Polish nuns were re-
leased from prison without being permitted to return to their
convents. O©On June 4, 1942, all the nuns were registered in the
Labor Bureau (Arbeitsamt) for work, The Jesuits continue to

linger in prison,
The terrorism is not anly abating, but inoreases insofar

as its territorial purview is coneerned, proportionately to thiq
enlargement of the area of the General Kommando Lithuania at the
expense of the territory of White Russia,

When in April, 1942, the purely fulilh county of Oszalana
wvas bwing taken over, tﬁn Folish auxiliary police offered resiste
ance, whereupon the Lithuanians shot 16 Polish policemen as

"terrorists®.,
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CAPTIONS OF PHOTOGRAPHS FROM POLAND

1. Polish peasants fighting against the Germans refuse te
iupgir them with ioultural products. This: eppesition
is being suppressed by the Germans with mass arrests and

murder. This photegraph shows a group of Pelish peasants

arrested by the Germans.

II. Three Polish pllllﬂtl.iﬂlt before being shot. Their wives
and children are foreed to witnems the execution,

III, Twe viotims of these mass murders, The exesution in this
ease was done with machine-guns and thée thighs ef the dead
are ripped apart by the bullets. '

IIIA. Polish vietims of German atroeities in the distriet ef
Lublin, Peoland.

IV. The Germans are endeavoring to exterminate the whele Jewish

%I ulation in Poland. The latest methods used by them are:

1) special trueks filled with deadly 8 Ainte which the
victims are foreed to enter; (2) bath-houses with showers
and a metal floor into which the victims are led, while the
water 1s running the eleetrie surrent is passed through
the floer electroouting the eccupants. This photograph
ehows bodles of electrocsuted vietims plled on a trusk,
which 18 going to a fastory where the bodles will be used
fer making oil and seap.

v. Bedies of Jews who died in the Ghette in Warsaw are being
carted out., This task 1s performed by Russian prisoners,

Vi. A bond has been formed between the Poles and Jews due to

the common hardships and eppression. In spite of the son-
stant threat to their ewn lives, the FPolish pecple steadily
smuggle food through the walls eof the Ghette te feed the
starving Jews. At the same time, in the rural seections

of the country the Poles eonceal the Jews te prevent them
ifrem belng sent te the Ghette. The Germans, fighting against
this growing selidarization between the Poles and Jews,
began an intensive propaganda among the Poles against the
Jews. This phote shows a plaeard posted en the streets
of Warsaw by the Germans tyying to prove that a Jew is an
enemy of the Pelish people.

VII. The eppression of the Poles is Just as severe as that of
the Jews. The Pelish pepulation espeelally in the citiesd,
is prastically deprived of foed, Here we see a Polish
family, eomposed of a father, mother and child, dedd: frea
starvatien,



VIII.

IX.

X.

XI.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

XV,

XVI.
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The hardships of the Folish peeple are very great, es~
ecially ef those who were expelled from Fosen and
emorze and sent te the General Governement. This phete-

graph shows a Pollish peasant family before their dug-out,

Pheto MNe, IX shows a dug-eut inhabited by a Pelish
peasant famlily expelled from the western part of Peland
by the Germans.

Folish peasant family with small children living in a
dug-out under inconeeivable sanitary econditions, which
will have thelr effeet on the health ef future Pelish
generations,

Inside a dug-out with a few months-old eohild ef a fa-
mily expelled frem western Peland. It should be noted
that the child is sueking en a rubber nipple te alleviate
its hunger, :

Young boy eaught by the Germans on the streets of Warsaw
in order to be sent to Germany for forced labor,

One group of many homeless Polish children wandering among
the streets of Polish cities.

A group of Pelish prisoners with legs swollen from star-
vation in one of many concentration camps in Peoland,

Not enly starvation is taking tell ef the Polish people,
Mass executions are a dally osourrenece, This photegraph
shows such executions a few months ago in Lwew. The
people passing by are searching fer relatives.

Same as XV,

XVII. Poles murdered by Germans in Lwew,

XVIII.Bame as XVII,

XIX.

nt

Tragic seene from a round-up of Poles by the Germans in
Warsaw,

Home of a Polish family stripped bare of its furnishings
by the Germans.
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"I AM HEHE - PFOPLE UF WARSAWY

b

Because of the irreconcilable attitude on the part of
the Polish public in town and country and because of thé un-
abating and unyielding battle of morale, which the Poles are
fighting against the 1mvaders, the Germans have agaln resorted
to the weapon of wholesale terrorism.

In retaliation for the removal of the inseription plate
on the monument of Copernicus in Warsaw, Governor Filscher
ordered the removal of the monument to XKilinski, the leader
of Warsaw's revolt at the time of the Kosciuszko insurrection
(see "Collective Responsiblility of Monuments™ in issue No. 12
of "Poland Fights" - Polish edition). Xilinski's monument was
not torn down, but with the greatest of secrecy transferred
from the Kraslinski Square to the courtyard of the National
Huseum., On the following mornling there was to be seen on the
wall of the Museum bullding the following inscription in bold
letters:

"I am here - People of Warsaw".

Thus a retaliatory measure taken agalnst a monument,
was changed into a political manifestation, which revived in
the Varsaw public's mind the memory ot thelr hero of revolu-
tionary fame.

Thereupon, the fury of the invaders was turned loose on
the population., A new wave of terrorism was added to the
normal quota of arrests and deportatlons to Oswleclim and

Tremblinka. Over 100 prisoners were shot in Palmyry.



XxII.

XXIII.

XXav.

o

In spite of these repressions the Poles do not lose
heart but keep on fighting the eppressor. This phote-
gr shows a sign made on the wall of a house by
members of strong secret underground organizations,
"Deutschland Caput® meaning "Germany is finished",
These words were painted on with speeial paint that
eould only be seratched off, leaving the words legible,

Germans breaking iren shutters on a German-owned store.
During the night polish saboteurs cemented all the
loeks on the wind®ws and doors preranting the owner a
German, Julius Meinl, from epening his store in the
morning.

Teaning down a statue of Pollish patriot Jan Iilihaki
by the Germans.

The next day, on the base of the statue, there appeared
an inseription “"Jem tu ludu W-wy", Jan Kilinski" meaning
"People of Warsaw, I am here, Jan Kilinski,

Propaganda poster with the 1nnnrietiun “MOSKAU, gniszde
bolsze wizmu w niemieckish rekach" meaning "Moscow,
nest of Bolshevism ig in German hands.Was enltul "a
little toe soen® on the streets of Warsaw!
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Hitler's governor, Fischer, explained this crime in the
public notices he caused to be issued, as a retaliatory
measure for an alleged killing and wounding by shots of
Several German polilicemen,

The wave of terrorism struck the countryside, as well,
It accompanlied an intensified drive for collecting quota of
agricultural products and translated i1tself into beatings and
deportations to labor camps, which constitute regular tor-
ture chambers.

In their quest for labor, the invaders deported into
the Reich the entire personnel of industrial plants and for-
cibly transplanted to the east Dutch farmers, settling them

on lands from which Polish peasants have been driven out,
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TEXT OF A RADIO BROADCAST SENT OUT FROM AN
UNDERGROUND RADIO STATION IN POLAND

This broadcast 1s coming to you from an underground
radio station, located in the undaunted Polish capital of
éhe independent amd still fighting Republic of Poland.

In this first month of the War's fourth year, we are
addressing you, dear fellow countrymen, from yours and owr
beloved city of Warsaw, now ruined, scarred, poverty-stricken,
dark and famished, but still the same clty of Warsaw, which
not even for a single moment gave in to the enemy and flghts
him day and night on every sector. We aré broadcasting from
the City of Warsaw of which you may, and justly so, be proud
and which proved indefeat, Just as 1t did on several
occasions 1n the past, that it was worthy of belng the Capital
of a great nation.

Here from Warsaw we send you greetings, beloved brethren
of ours in England, Russla, France znd wherever the viclssi-
tudes of_Ear may have taken you to. We are also sending
greetings to our fellow countrymen, now cltizens of the
sundry American Republics. And in particular, as well as
most cordlally, we greet our Army, especlally our fliers and
sallors, who rendered such signal services.

You would hardly believe it, you brothers of ours, wear-

ing a uniform for the sight of which we are yearning, how



GNIRZID BEIEIEIUIIHIUUJHIHHJECMEH REKAH |

-—— =

- -

—

&

2



e

Q

proud we are of the faect that after the September debacle

you have shifted the war agalnst the enemy to other fronts +
and that primarily thanks to you, the Polish-German war con-
tinues without cessation. You do not realize how we rejoice
over the esteem in which you are being held by our allies

and how we dream of the moment when you shall be united with
us agaln, that moment, which for all time to come shall decide
our age-old strﬁggfé wi%h the German harbaria?s.

“Dear brethren of ours, the conditions under which our
broadcast 1s being made, do not permlt of it lasting any
length of time and, accordingly, we refrain from giving you
an account of the unending chaln of monstrous murders and
erimes perpetrated by the Germans in Poland. We are taking
consolation in the fact that while you know of them in a
general way, still some of you might feel distressed over the
fact that, belng so far away, one finds it hard to belleve
the reports.

Today we wish only to convey our thanks to the Presldent
of the Republic, to the Commander-in-Chief and to you one and
all, as well as to the statesmen and peoples of the Anglo-
Saxon countries for the caqrdial third anniversary of the
attack on Poland.

Today we wish to say to you, Fellow-countrymen, that as
we see 1t, the struggle with the Germans is a 1life and death
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struggle, a struggle for the exlstence of free peoples, a
struggle in which a compromise 1s utterly out of the questlon.
It is elther them or us. We have a choice between either
becoming slaves with the praspﬂct- of ultimately being wlped
out completely and between fighting and dylng as free men.
Poland has chosen the latter course. There 1s no responsible
person in all of Poland, who would think ofjany compromise
whatever with the Germans. It shall be a matter of histori-
cal record that in a nation of many millions, among which
fainthearted individuals are also to be encountered, there
had not been M one person who would have yielded to the
enemy's pressure and become a tool in his hands. Remember
that we are determined to fight to the finish and to w%n.
Death would be preferable to hcndagg.

But we demand from you to do everything in your power- to
have right now fetributary measures applied to the Germans,
lest 1t should happen that all those who present any kind of
a vaiﬁe for Poland be exterminated by the Germans to the last
man, -

At this moment we are certaln of victory together with
the Allles, Japan's entering the war 1s unable to counter-
balance the striking power of the United States or of the lat-
ést ally, Brazil, nor the unexpectedly powerful and prolonged
resistance of Russla. Rumors reaching us from authoritative

German quarters, no longer speak of victory and all of thelr



calculations are based on defeating Russia before a second

front had been established and on shifting all of their

forces to the West, which - according to German military plans -
would render impossible an invasion of the European continent

by Allied forces, thus bringing about eventually, after a few
futile attempts at landing, an ardently desired peace by com-
promise. Ehould these hopes fall to materialize, the G;rmans
are prepared for an unavoidable defeat, for which the appall-
ing results of Allied air raids on the Reich, striking terror
into the hearts of the Germans, are already a prelude,. .\

And there is further the ever-deepening chasm between
the (Nazi) Party, the members of which are amassing riches
behind the front and the army, which fights in Russia, endur-
ing great hardships. A chaos in the organization machinery,
contradictory regulations, deterioration of the rallway system, = .
lack of coal and electric power, decline of production, are
all symptnﬁs of a slowly approaching collapse. German pro-
paganda, with conditions as indicated for a background, no -~
longer finds any credence.

Beloved Brethren, cltizens of the Polish Republic, you
have the honor of representing our homeland in Allied cnuntries.
and on your demeanor, your efforts, your spirlt of sacrifice
and your valor depends, to a large extent, the future of as

all. We are counting and setting great hopes on you, We
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are confident that all of you; to a man, are working to the
best of your ability and that you shall continue to work for
our main goal and for the regaining of our independence.

Fellow Poles in America, the country from which you or
your parents hail, needs you. Fnllm: the call of your noble
minded President Roosevelt, for whom we have a feeling of
profound gratitude and admiration for his contribution to
the victory of democracy and to the liberation of our country.

Poles, citizens of the Polish Republic, you who reslde
abroad and we who live in Poland, all rallied around our
President, around our Commander-in-Chief, General Sikorski,
and his Government, they belng our only constitutional repre-
sentatives in whom all of Poland puts the fullest measwure of
confidence, shall keep on fighting till victory 1s won.

Long live Poland, Great Britain, the United States and
all the Allied nations.
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UNDEHGHOUND POLLSH PRESS

WRN - Issue No. 10 (92) Vol. IV of June 8, 1942
THE MUHDEREHS OF PRISONEHS

Acting under orders from Berlin, the Germans shot 228
prisoners confined in the Pawlak prison, to avenge the
assassination of Heydrich, chief of the Gestapo executioners.
Among the executed were 22 women., After the mass executions
staged a month ago in Warsaw and in Zgiérz, the second part
of the monstrous slaughter of helpless prisoners was enacted.

The infamy of bloody bestlality on the part of these
butchers exceeds any and all limits. At the same time they
display a feeling of fear thus far unnoticed in the leaders
of the Hitler gang. By a river of blood of innocently
butchered victims, they attempt to protect themselves agalinst
any acts of Justlified revenge amd safeguard their miserable
lives, as well as their chance to mistreat entire peoples with
impunity. In retaliation for the killing or one of Hitler's
murderous rogues, scores of Czechs, Frenchmen, Norweglans and
hundreds of Poles are belng butchered. - On us falls the most
savage form of vengeance because in us Hitler and his gang see
the chief force of resistance in conquered Europe; the
greatest reservolr of hatred for the despollers, the highest
potential of determination to rise in armed insurrection., '

Two hundred and twenty-eight victims of a wholesale murder
were added to the scores of unfortunates perishing day in and

day out in the concentration camps, from tortures during in-
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