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FOREWORD

Alm

The aim of this memorandum is (1) to present an
analysis of Adolf Hitler's personality with an
hypothetical formulation of ths manner of 1ts
develonment; (2) on the basis of thls, to make a
few predictions as to his conduct when confronted
by the mounting successes of ths Allies; and (3)
to cffer some suggestions as to how the U. S.
Government might now influence his mental condltion
and behavior (assuming it sees fit to do so), and
mizht éoal with him, if taken into custody, after
Cermany's sSurrancer.

The prepar intsrpretation of Hitler's person-
ality 13 imporiant #2 & step in pndarstanding the
paychology of the tvpicel Nazi, and - eince the
typical Fazl exhibiis a strain that has, for a
lorg time, besn prevalont among Germans - as a
step in understandirng tha nsychology of the German
people., Hitler'!s uaprscedented apneal, the eleva-
tion of this men to ths statua of =~ dami.god, can
be explained only vn tha hypotheals tias he and his

idsolopy have almost exactly met the nssda, longings,

ard sentiments of the majority of Germandg.
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The attainment of a clear impression of the
psychology of the German people 1is essential if,
after surrender, they are to be converted into a
peace-loving nation that is willing to take its

proper place in a world society.

Sources of Information for this Analysis. -

As is well known, there are no thoroughly re-
liable sources of Information about Hitler's early
1ife and what 1s known about him since 1918 is in
many respects insufficient or ccntradictnry;

This analysis has been based, for the most

part, on the follewing material:

l., Data supplied by the O0ffice of
~trategic services

2. Eitlex's MEIN KAMPF, New York,
Reynal & Hitchecoclk, 1939

3« FHitlarts MY NEW ORDER, New York,
Reynal & Hitchcock, 1941

4, Helden, XK., HITLER, A BIOGRAPHY,
London, 123§

5. Rauschning, H., VOICE OF DESTRUCTION,
New York

6. Baynss, H. G., GERMANY POSSESSED,
London, 1941

It 1s generally agre=d that MEIN KAMPF is not to bs
relied on as a factual document, but as the translators
say in the introduction to ths American edition,

this work "is probably the best written evidence

of the character, the mind, and the spirit of Adolf

Hitler." An analysis of the metaphors used in



MEIN KAMPF has proved rewarding in the attempt to
discover the underlying forces of his personality.
MY NEW ORDER, edited by Roussy de Sales, has also
been utilized extensively.

A paper published by W.H.,D. Vernon, HITLER THE
MAN - NOTES FOR A CASZE HISTORY (Jour. of Abn. & Soc.
Psychol., 1942, 37, 295-308), was written under my
general supervision and contains most of the 1ldeas
of Professor G, W, Allport and myself on this tople
so far s they were crystallized in the fall of 1941.
This article hy Vernon is included in toto as an
introdre.ion, thereby relieving ma of the necessity
of »astrting (in the detailed analysis that follows)

11 cha >pemmonly known facts.
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CEHNPIDENSSAE, MEMORANDUM

L

containing

A. Brief Analysis of Hitler's Personality,
B. Predictions of Hitler's Behavior.
C. ©Suggestions for the Treatment of Hitler.

D. ©Suggestlons for the Treatment of the
German People.,

Submitted by Henry A. Murray, M.D.
Harvard Psychological Cliniec,
Cambridge, Massachusetts,
Commlittee for National Morale,
New York.

A. Brief Analysis of Hitler's Personality

I. Dynemlcal Pattern, Counteractive Type. -

Thera is 1little disagreement among professional, or
even emong amateur, psychologists that Hitler's

personallty is an example of the countersctive typs,

a type that 1s marked by intense and stubborn efforts
(1) to overcome early disabilities, wesknesses and
humiliations (wounds to self-esteen), and sometimes
also by efforts (i1) to veverge inlur es and in-

sults to pride. This 1s achieved bty masna of an



Tdealego Reaction Formatloh which involves (1) the

repression and denial of the inferior portions of

the self, and (il) strivings to become (or to imagine
one has become) the exact opposite, represented by

an ldealego, or image of a superlior self successfully
accomplishing the once-imposaible feats and thereby
curing the wounds of pride and winning general
respect, prestige, fams,

This 1s a very common formila, normasl (within

limits) and widely admired in Westarn cultures, but
in Hitler'!s csse all the constituent forces of the
nattern are compulsively extreme, and based on a

wesk neurotic structural foundation. The chief

trands are these: (1) Counteractive Need for

Dominance, fperiordty; (2) Counteractive Aggres-

slon, Revengn: (’7) Repression of Conscience, Com-

pliance, Loves (4) Projscticn of Griticizable

Elements of the Self,

1. Counteractive Need for Dominance,

Superiority.- The developmental formule for this
ia as followa: (1) dintnlerable faelings of in-
feriority (partly becausa of yleldirz to the will
of a harsh and unjnet pei*son), lead<uaes %~ (11)

contempt of ovn infericr traits (warkraer~, timidity,
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submissiveness) and the fixed determination to repreas
them in oneself and to comndemn them in others,
accompanied by (1ii) admiration and envy of power
in others and a vislon of self as ultimately superior
(idealego) leading to (iv) repested efforts to becoms
superior (counteraction out of wounded pride), en-
couraged by moments of extreme self-confidence in
which one belleves oneself the egqual of one's vision,
This, as we have saild, is a very common form
of development, but in Hitler the trend is so intense
and *the cormonly balancing forces faffection,
consciencs, self-criticism, humor) are so weak that
we 2rs Instified in speaking in speaking of megalo-
ma1l2 (Celusions of omnipotence), despite the fact
that the man kas succeeded in getting a large pro- !
portion cf tka German pecple to believe that he ig
gvperlior: (i) that he haa been divinely appointed
to lead them to power and glory, and (ii) that he
is never wrong and hence must be fcllowed with blind
obdience, come what may,
Hitler's underlying inferiorlty feeclings, his
baslc self-contompt are shown by hls choosing as
criteria of surevicrity (traits of 1doclego) attributes

s — i ———— L —— R0 W w

and capacities that sre thd.EE?E.EEEE%EEE of what he



1s himself or once was. This may be 1llustrated

by his fervent eulogy of (a) brute strength; (b)

purity of blood; and (e¢) fertility.

1, (a) Admiration of Brute Strength,

Contempt of Weakness.— Hitler has always worshipped

physical force, military conquest, and ruthless

domination. He has respected, envied, and emulated

the techniques of power, even when manifested by a

hated enemy. From first to last he has expressed

contempt of weakness, indecision, lack of energy,

fear of consc¢lence;

and yet -

large feminine component in his constituticn. As

a child he was frail and sickly, emotionally dependent

on bis mother. He never did any manual work, never
engaged in athletics, was turned down as forever
unfit for conscription in the Austrien Army. Afraid

of his father, his behavior was outwardly submissive,

and later he was annoyingly subservient to his superior
officers., Four years in the Avmy, he never rose above
the rank of corporal. At the end he broke down with

a war neurosig, hysterical blindness., Even lately,

in all his glory, he suffers frequant emotional
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collapses in which he yells and woeps., He has night-

mares from a bad conscience; and he has long spells

when energy, confidence and the power of decision

abandons him. Sexually he is a full-fledged masochist.

-

1, (b) Admiration of Pure Noble German

Blood, Contempt of Jewish, Slav and other Blood,-

Hitler has always extolled the superlor qualitles

of pure, unmixed, and uncorrupted German blood. He

admires the aristocracy. Concurrently he has never

ceesed expressing his contempt of the lower classes

and his aversion tc admixtures of the blood of other
races, of Jewish blood especially;

and yet -
Hitlér'a own Origins are Not Noble or

Beyond Reproach.- Hitler comes from illiterate

peasant stock derived from a mixture of races, no

pure Germans among them. His father was 1llegitimate,

was married three times, and is sald to have been
conspicuous for sexual promiscuity. Hitler's mother
was a domestic servant. It is sald that Hitler's
father's father was a Jew, and it is certain that

his godfather was a Jew; and that one of his sisters

managed a restaurant for Jewish students in Vienna

and another was, for a time, the mistress of a Jew.



Hitler's appearance, when he wore a long beard during
his outcast Vienna deys, was said to be very Jewish, '
0of these facts he is evidently ashamed, Unlike
Napoleon, he has rejected all hls relations.

As a pertial explonation of his complex about
impurity of blood it may be said that as a boy of
twelve, Hitler was cought engeging in some sexual

experiment with a little girl; and later he scems
to have daveloped a syphilophobils, with a diffuse

feor of contaminstion of the blood through contact
with a weman. It iz almost certein that this irrational
draad was partly due to the association in his mind

of sexuality and excretion, He thought of sexual
relations as something exceedingly filthy.

1. (¢) Advocacy of Fertility.- Fertility,

the family as the breeding ground of warriors, multl-
plication of the Germen rece - thesc have been cardinal
points in Hitler's ideology;

and yet -

Hitler himself i3 Impotent.- He is unmarried

and his old acquaintances say that he is incapeble
of consummating the sexusl act in e normal fashlon,
This infirmity we rust recognize as an instigation

to exhorbitant cravings for superiority. Unable to
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demonstrate mnle powor beforec a woman, he is impelled
to compensate by exhibiting unsurpassed power before
men in the world at large.

1., (d) Achlevemen:t of Power through Oratory.-

Hitler could neither change his origins nor decree

his potency, end unlike Mussolini he has never triled

to develop himself physically, but he became for a

while the most powerful individual in the world, pri-
marily by the use of mass-intoxicating words. Aristotle

has said that the metaphor is the most potent force

on earth, and Hitler, master of erude metaphor, has
confirmed the dictum in this generation. By seducing
the masses with his eloquence, and getting them to
accept him as their divinely appointed guide, he com-
pelled the smaller circles of industriclists, politi- =~
cians and military leaders to fall into line also.
Hitler speaking bafore a large sudience is a
man posscssed, comparable to a primitive medicine

man, or shaman. He 1s the incarnation of the crowd's

unspoken neéds and cravings; end in this sense he has

besn created, and to a large extent invented, by the

people of Gormany.
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Hitler has compared the masses to a woman who
must be courted with the arts and skills known to
passion only; and it is not unlikely that the emotional
source of his orgiastic speeches were chlldhood tantrums
by which he successfiilly appealed to his ever-indulgent
riother.

1. (e) 8Significence of the Counteractive

Pattern. - Counteraction is essential to the develop-
ment of strength, but in Hitler's cese it has been
extravagent and frantic. He has not ascended step
by step, building the structure of his character
solidly as he went; but instead has rushed forward
with panting haste, pretentiously. As a result,

there is a great distance between Hitler at his best

and Hitler at his worst; which means that whep he is

overcome at last by a greater force he will collapse

suddenly end completely = and as an utter wreck.

2. Counteractive Aggression, Revenge. - That

the will to power and the craving for superiorlty

can not account for the whole of Hitler's psychology
pressed in the absence of an adequete stimulus, an
incessant need to find some object on which to vent
his pent-up wrath, This can be traced back with rela-

tive certainty to experiences of insult, humiliation
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and wounded pricde in childhood. The source of such
insults, we have meny reasons to believe, was Hitler's
father, a coarse boastful man who ruled his wife
(twenty-three years younger than himself) and his
children with tyrannicel severity and injustice.

2, (a) Explanation.= The hypothesls 1s

edvanced, supported by much evidence, that es a boy
Fitler wss severely shocked (as it were, blinded)

by witnessing sexual intercourse between hils parents,
and his reaction to this trauma wes to swear revenge,
to dream of himself as resstablishing the lost glory
of his mother by overcoming and humiliating his
father. The boy's relative weakness mede this actlon

impossible, and so the drive and passion of revenge

was repressed and locked up within him under tension.

Only ruch later when a somewhat sirilar stimulus
oceurred - the subjugetion and humilistion of his
motherland (Hitler's term for Germany) in 1918 -

was this energy of revenge relessed, after e short

period of shock and hysterical blindness.

This would exrlein ths fact that Hitler axhibited

no enermetic ambitious drive of his oym from the age

of 13 years (vhen his father, the enemy, died) to the

age of 29 years (when s new enemy, the conquoror. -
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of the motherland, appeared). It also helps to account

for Hitler's relentless devotion to the rehabilitation

of Germany, & fact which is hard to explain in =& man

who 1s so extremely egocentric in other relations.

In liein Xempf Hitler repeatedly speaks of Germany

as a beloved woman.
(Note. 1In this connection it may be saild
that the evidence is in favor of Hitler's having

experienced the common Oesdipus Complex (love of mother,

hate of father), but that in his case this pattern
was repressed and submerged by another pattern: pro-

found admiration, envy and emulation of his father's

mesculine power and a contempt of hls mother's

feminine submissiveness and weakness. Thus both

parents were ambivalent to him: hils father was

hated and respected; his mother was loved and de-

preciated., FKitler's conaplcuous actions have-all

been in imitation of his father, not his mother.)
Whether this gencticel hypothesis is corrsct

or not, it is certain that there is a vast reservoir

of resentment and revenge in Hitler's meke-up which

accounts for his cult of brutalitf and his many acts

of inexcusable destructivencss end crueclty. Mo 1is

possessed by what amounts to a homicidel compulslon
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which has no vent in a "weak piping time of peace” |
(unless he became an outright criminal), and there-
fore he has constantly pushed events toward war, or
scapegoating.

2. (b) Significance of Revenge. -As a

result of the fact that resentment is the meinspring

of Hitler's career, it is forever impossible to

hope for any mercy or humene trestment from him.
His revengefulness can be satisfied only by the
extermination of his countless enemles,

3. Repression of Conscience, Compllsnce, Love.-

Unlike Goering and other assoclates, Hitler is no

heslthy amoral brute, He is a hive of sacret neurotic

compunctions and feminine sentimentalities which have

had to be astubbornly repressed ever since he embarked
on his career of ruthless dominance and revenge
(instigated by real or supposed Ilnsults). Evary

new act of unusuel cruelty, such as the purge of

1934, has been followed by a perlod of anxiety and

depletion, agitated dejection and nightmares, which

can be interpreted only as the unconscious cperation

of a bad conscience, Hitler wants nothing so much

as to arrive at the stete where he can commit crimes
without guilt feelings; but despite his boasts of
having transcended Good and Evil this had not been
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possible. The suieidal trend in his personality
1s elogquent testimony of a repressed gelf-condemning
tendency.

In conjunction with the repression of consclence
and the advance of hate there has bsen a repressicn
of affection and sympathy as if "his spirit seemed
to chide such weakness as unworthy of its nride,"

a reaction which sometimes occurs in childhoccd after
an experlence of unbearabls disillusiorment occasioned
by the felt trsachery of a beloved person. One may
find "a wvigilance of mrief thet wouvld compel the

soul to hate for having loved too well." THitler's

affiliative tendencies have alwavs been very weal;

he has never had any close personal friends; he is
entirely incepable of normal human relationships.
This is due, in pert, to the cessation in early life
of sexual development.

3« (a) BSelf-Vindicating Criminslity. .

Paradoxical as it may seem, Hitler's repeated crimes

arc partly caused by conscience and the necessity

of appeasing it. For having once set out on a life

of crime, the man can not turn back without raversing
his entire ground for pride and teking the humiliating

path of self-abasement and atonement. The only method



he has of subduing his mounting unconscious gullt
is to cemmit snother act of aggrossion, and so to

prove, aa 1t were, by the criterion of success, that

bis pnlicy i1s favored by fortuna and therefore justi-

e - s

fied and right. Falluvre is the only wrong.,

B, (b) Bignificance of the Resrassicn cf

Conserenca hy Succesaful Criminality.- As soon as

the tima ceomss wnen rspested o®fansive zctions end

in failure, Mitler will lese faith in cimgalf and

B e R - v e —— -

in his dsatiny, and beccme the heipless victim of his

represssd congsiencs, with suicide or mental breakdown

a8 the most likely outcemn,

4. Projection of Oriticizabla Eliménts of the

Self. - Hitler perceives in other noople the treits
or tendencies that are criticizahle in himself,
Thus, instead of being devoured by the vulture of
his own condemning conscience or of his own disdain,
he can attack what he apperceives as evil or con-
temptible in the external world, and so remein un-
conscious (most of the time) of his own muilt or

his own inferiority, This mechenism wheroby a men

- ———

sees his own wicked impulses or weaknesses in others,

is_called projection. It is one way, the peranoid

way, of mainteining self-esteem. The mechenism
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occurs so constantly In Ifitler thet 1t 1s nossidle
to get a very good idea of ths repudiated portions
of his own perconality by noticing what he condemns
in others - treachery, lying, corruption, wer-monecenr.
ing, ©%c. Thla mechanism wonld hava had mnars
disaztrous consequennes for his sanity if he rad
not, geined seme governance over 1% hy consclously
adopting (as zood politisal sirategy) ths srectlcs
of blamlng his oppecaerts.

5, Paraneid Spmpfoms... Hivieres dynemical pesttern,
as described. covryeapends eleuely Lo that of perancid
insanity. TInised hg hoe +yhibiteid. at one time or

another, all of the gissdliicl syorntoms of porenold

FTm— e e A s S8 8 S warE e —— —

sehirmophrsnia: hypersensitivity, panle: of anxiety,

irrational jeslousy, delusions of persecution, de-
luziona of omninotencs and weseiahzhip.

How 1s it, then, thet ¥Witler has escanad con-
finement =g o dangerous paychopath? Thls interssting
question will be considered latar,

5. Reactions to Opposition and Frastraticn, -

Opposition i1a the stimulus which g aprtlea Iitler
into 1ife. 1In the face of 1t Fis powers ers pathored
and sugriented. Whun oppositinon bacores ctronter

rosultiag in scevere frustration, his renctioa hos
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often been as follows: (1) emotional outburst;

tantrum of rege end accusatory indignation ending

in toars and self-plty; succesded by (ii) periods

of iInevtia, exhaustion, melancholy and indecisive-
ness (accompanied sometimes by hours of acute dejec-
tion end disquieting nightmeres) leading to recupera-

tlon; and finally (ii1) confident and resolute de-

lessness. The entire cycle may run its course in
24 hours, or it may bDe wecks before the aggressive
decleion of tha thi»d stage is reached.

For years this pattern of reaction to frustra-
tion has met with success; each counterattack has
brought Hitler nearer to his gnal. Since the turn
of fortune on the Russian front, howaver, the number
of frustrations have increased and Hitler's counter-
attacks have falled, at times disastrously. There

1s no structure for defensc in Hitler's personality:

he can only strike when inflated with confidence,

or collapse when confidence abandona him.

As time goes on, thersfore, we can anticipate
an lncrease in the intensity, frequency end duration
of Hitler's periods of collapse, srd a decrease in

the confildence and power of his rctalistions.



L polnt to be remembared about Hitler 1s that

he started his career at scratch, a nonentity with :

nothing to lose, and he selected a fanatical path

for ramself which requires as en anding - complete

succezs (omnipotence) or utter failure (death),

Ifo compromise 1s posaible, Since it is not he peor-
sonally who has to do ths figkting, his collapses can
occur in privaeiiz at Barchlesgsdan where he can re-
cuperate, ant then »nce agein zome hacl “ich zome

new end always rore desperate plen to deatroy the
enemy. There 1s a powerful commulaion in him to

sacrifice himself =ad ell > Germary to the revengs-

ful annibilation of Weztera culture, tc dle, Sragging

all of Europe with him into the abyss. This he would

feal was the last resource of an insulted and unendur-

able existence,

7. Need for Crsation, Painting, Architecture,

German State, Legzerd of Self.- Ws surmise thet

Hitler's early enthusiasm for painting was due to

the fact (1) that this was the one exereciss st which
he excelled in school (and thus it offered a compensa-
tory form of achievement); (ii) that it provided an
acceptable outlet for a destructive solling tendency

ropressed in infancy; and (1ii) thet painting, and
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easpecially architecture later, also called for much
constructiveness, which served to balance (operate
as a reaction formation to, and atonement for) the
primitlva tendency to dsatroy. Hitler has always
enjoyed the peinting of ruined temples (Just as he :
has liked to contemplate the cCestruction of citles
inhabited by his enemies); but he has likewise teken
pleesure in pasinting immense vastlzag (juzt &s he has
occupied himeelf designiag buildings for che Third
Reichi.

A careful study of Hitler's writings and conduct
has convinced wa toet ha 1y no% esnhirely cevorzd to
destruction, &3 so many claim. In his nature Lhere
is a deep valid strain of crealbiveness (lacking,
to be sure, the necessary talent). Hls creativity
has been engaged in combining elements for an ideology,
in organizing ths National Sceialist Party, and iIn
composing the allegory of his cwa life. ZFe 1s the
author and lesding actor of a great drame.

Unlike other politicians, Hltler nau ccnducted,
his 1life at certaln seasons as & Komentic ar’sigt
does, believing that it iz the functlon of & naticn's

firast statesman to furnish creative ideas, new policies,

gand plans.
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8. Repressed Need for Passivity and Abasement,

Masochism.~ Hitler's long-concealed secret hetero-
sexual fantasy has been sxposed by the systematic
enalysis and correlation of the three thousand odd

maSephors he uses in Mein Kampf., "he results of this

&

atudy ware later confirmed by tne testimony of ons

who "claims to know", It 1s not necessary to deseribe

e

158 peculiar fsatures here: suffice it i- sav that
= ¥ o

the sexual pattern hes resulted frwm tle Tusion of

(1) = primitive sxcretory solling vendency, and (ii)

o i -

8 passive maccchistla bendeney (hygpartrochy ot the

feminine compnnent in his rake-up). The seccad
element (masochiam) derives much of its strencgth

from an unconscious need for puaishment, a iendenoy

which may be EXpectéd in one who h2s assiduously re-
pressed, out of swollen pride, the submissive reactions
(compliance, cobperation, peyment of debts, expression
of gratitude, acknowledgment of errors, epology,
confession, atonement) which ave required of every-
body who would adaptively perticipate in social lita.
While Hitler consciously overstrives to asser’ his

infinite superiority, nature instinctively corrccts

the balance by imposing an crotic pattern that cells

for infinite sclf-abagemant.
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This erotic pattern, however, is not a strong
force in Hitler's personality, nor does it comprise
his entire 1ibidinal investment. It alternates with
other patterns - repressed (or as some cleim overt),

homosexuality, for exampls,

What 1§ important to recognize here is thst thaf
purpose of Hitler's prolonged countersctive efforts
1s not solely So riae above his kurble crigina, to
overcome his weaknesses and irnentitudes, but rather
to check and conquer, by meens of a vigorous idealego

reaction formetion, ar underlyinz positive craving

for passivity and submission. There is no spacze

here for the mass cf evidence beerlng cn this polnt,
but a few examples can be 'briefly listed: (i) the
large feminine component in Eitler's physical constitu-
tion, also hils feminine tastcas and sensitilitles;

(11) his initiel 1dsntification with his mother;
(111) his exaggeratsd subssrvience, in the pest, to
masterful superiors (army officors, Ludendorff, cte.);
(iv) attraction to Roehm and other dominsering homo-
sexuals; (v) Hitler's nightmarcs which, as dcscribed
by seversl informants, ere vory suggestivo of homo-
sexual panic; (vi) somo of Hitler's interprctstions
of humen nature, such as whon he says thet the people

"want somcone to frightcn thom and meke them shudderingly
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aubmiqaiva"; (vii) HIitler's repseted assertions that
he intends, like Sulla, to abdicsts power (after en
orgy of congquest with full catharsis of his hate)
end live quietly by himself, painting end designing
buildings; and f£inally, (viil) recurrent anicidel

threats.,

II. E.S. Ideocentricity, Dedication to the liaking

of an Ideally Tewerful Germenv. . Fo true 2aiman,

-

ideal. for Germany. Thva w3 can say thet he has been

ideocentric (dediceted to an idea! Tor the last twenty
years. Eecauss the idca consists cf & plan fov a
society from whicn the mejority of hieg fellow country-
men will supposedly benef%t, we can.speak of him as
sociocentric (S) also. But since this interest in
hia_cmuntfymﬂn ig clearly secondary to his personal
ambition - feme, immortality - wa put egocentricity
(E) first; and so write - E. S. Ideocentricity. It

is rare to finé so much ideocentricity in a nerclstic
perasonality; but only those who arc inecrpable of such
dedication are likely to doubt the reslity of it in
Hitler,

1. Insoclstion in Cermany.- Since Eltler and
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a large body of the CGerman psople are mutually

egrecable, we can speak of him as insnhiatad,

accepting and accepted., It is Hitler's intense affoc-
tion for the Relch (perhaps felt to this extent only
by a natlonelist born outside 1ts Loundaries) thet

support of tha people and so satisfying his will to

power; (i) glving nim the feslling oF vn:niiaon, the

senae of mission; (1ii) aroviding moral caatlflcation

(in his own mind}_fnr many 1llegel a<ts; and (iv)

keeping him relztlvely szna, by bringing him into

gssocietion with a group o like-minded men end so
delivering him from the peirils of paycheclogical
isolation,

(Note, = The supposition that in Eitlar's mind
Germany is identified with hls mother helps to explain
the fervor of his dedicztion.)

III. Sentiments. -

lfost of Hitler's sentiments ere wgll known and
have already been listed: his high velvatlon of
Power, Glory, Dictatorship, Natiorzlilem, Milltariam,
and Brutality; and his low valuatlon ol Veakness,
Indecilslon, Tnlarunc%, Comvassion, Peacc, Ratlenal

Debate, Domocracy, Bolshevism, lMateriellsm, Capitallsm,
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the Jewish Race, Christisnity. A simplification
would be that of regarding him es the advocate of

the agegressive instinct (War, Power end Glory) vs.

the acquisitive instinct (Business, Peacg and

Prosperity). Two questions deserve speclal ton-

sideration: (1) Why, when he wes living as'en outcast
in Vienna, did Hitler not become a Communist? and

(2) Whet is the explanation of Hitler's extreme
Anti-Semitism?

1 Datermihaﬁﬁa of Hitler's Anti-Communlsm.

1, (a) Hitler's father was an upward
mobile individusl. Starting es a pessant, he worked
his way into the lower middle class, establishing
a boundary between himself and those below him.

Both parents respected their social superiors. Thus
Hitler instinetively retrested from too close associa-
tion with the workmen of Vienna,

1, (b) PFitler was too frail for construc-
tion work, was unable to hold & job, and therefore
had little opportunity to become assoclated with a
union.

1. (e) Having been an ardent nationalist
since the age of 12,-Hitler's line of cleavage (conflict
between netions) did not conform to the communists'

1ine of cleavage (conflict betweon classes).
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1s Ed} Hitler hss alweys been an advocate
of the hierarchical principle: government by the
fittest, rigorously trained and proved in action.,
The ideal of Communism, on the other hand, calls for
e wide distribution of power among those untrained
to ruls. :

1., (e) Hitler's sentiments have been with
militarism from earliest youth. The materlalism of
Communism never appealed to him.

1. (f) Lacking sympathy for the underdog,
the humaniterian aspect of Communism did not attract
him. Hitler hes always been & bully.

o, Determinents of Hitler's Anti-Semitism. -

2, (&) The influence of wide-spread Anti-
Semitic sentiments (represented especially by such
men &8 Lueger and Feder), traditional in Germany.

2, (b) Hitler's personal frustrations
required a scapegoat as focus for his repressed aggres-
sion. The Jew is the classic scapegost because he
does not fight back with fists and weapons.

2, (e) The Jew was an object upon whom
Hitler could suitably project his own inferlor self
(his sensitiveness, wenkness, timidity, masochlstic

sexuslity).
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2. (d) After the Versailles Treasty the
Germen people also needed a scapegoat. Hitler offered
them the Jewlsh race as an act of politicel strategy.

2. (e) Having assembled a veritable army
of gangsters (Nazi troopers) and aroused th;ir fight-
ing spirit, it was necessary for Hitler to find some
object upon whnﬁ these men could vent their brutish
passions, to canelize anger away from himself.

2. (f) Jews, being non-militaristic,
could only impede his program on conquest. 1In
elimineting them he lost no sizeable support.

2., (g) Jews were assoclated with several
of Hitler's pet antipathies: business, materialism,
democracy, capitalism, communlam.

2, (h) Some Jews were very rich and Hitler
needed an excuse for dispossessing them.

IV. Formal Structure, Hysteria, Schizophrenla.-

Hitler has a relatively weak charecter (ego
structure); his greet strength comes from an
emotional complex which drives him periodically.
Usuelly he cen not voluntarily force himself to stick
to a routine of work; he must be compelled from inside,
1ifted on a wave of passion, His id (instinctual
forces) and ego (voluntary control) are in league;

his supercgo (conscience) is repressed.
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1. Hgsteria.-Hitler has exhibited various forms

of hysterical dissociation, most notebly in the two

symptoms which constituted hls war neurosis in 1918,
namely blindness end sphonia (mutism). He experiences
periods of merked abstraction, violent emotional
outbursts, visions of hallucinatory clarity. In
spesking before crowds he 1s virtually possessed.
He clearly belongs to the sensational company of
history-meking hysterics, combining, as he does,
aome of the sttributes of the primitive shaman, the
religious visionary, and the crack-brained demagogzue -
consummate actors, one and all.

Tt is important to note, howsver, that Hitler

has a large measure of control over his complexes.

He uses an emotiungl outburst to get hls own way,
turning 1t on or off as the occasion requires. As
Brikson says, he "knows how- to exploit his hysteria...
On the stage of German history Hitler senses to what
extent 1t is sefe end expedient to let his own person-
ality represent with hysterical abandon what lives

in every German listener and reader,"

2, Schizophrenia.- Psychistrists are not un-

familiar with borderline states lying betwesn hystoria

and schizophrenia. In some cases the formor develops
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into the latter (a serious variety of insenity).
Since Hitler, ms noted above, has exhiblted all the
symptoms of paranoid schizophrenia, the possibility

of a complete mentel breakdown is not remote.
Herc sgein, however, it should be observed thet

paranoid dynemics can be used very effectively in

rousing end focussing the forces of e minority party

or of a defested nation. The stretegy canaiaﬁs chiefly

in (1) painting vivid and exaggerested word-pictures
of the erimes and treacherous evil purposes of your
powerful opponents (delusions of persecution); (i1)
persusding your own group of 1ts inncte superiority
end glorious destiny (delusions of grendeur); (1ii1)
subduing conscicncc by asserting that your common
egnd justifies the means, that your opponents have
used the most dastardly meens in the pest; and (1v)
blaming your cnemies for every frustratlon, overy
disastor thet occurs., In consciously cmploying theso
tnotics Hitler hes cxploited his own paranoid trends
and reteincd some governance over them.

Thus the enswer to the question, How has Fitler
cscaped veritable insanity? might be this: (1) he

hes geinod & lerge mcesurc of control over his

hysterical end prranoid trends by using them
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consciously and successfully in the achlevement

of his aims; (11) he has identified himself with and

dedicated himself to a sociocentric purpose, the

creation of an idesl Germeny, which has served to
diminish the pains and perils of an isolated egocen-

trism; end (1ii) he has been supremely successful

in imposing his visions and delusions (conforming,

as they did, with existent trends) upon the German
people, and so convineing them of his unparalleled

superiority. Thus his irreal world hss become reel,

insanity is sanity.

Ve W Abilities and Effective Trailts.,- Hitler's

success has depended to s lsrge extent upon his own
peculiar abilitles end traits:

1. (a) The ability to express with passion
the deepest needs and longings of
the people.

1. (b) The ability to appeal to the most
primitive as well 23 to the most
ideal tendencles in men.

1. (¢) The ability to simplify complex
problems and arrive at the quickest

solution.

1. (d) The ability to use motaphor and draw

on traditionsl imagery end myth in
speaking and writing.
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The ability to evoke the sympathy

and protectiveness of his people.

The leader's welfare becomes a matter
of concern to them.

Complete dedication to his mission;
abundant self-confidence; and stubborn
adherence to a few principles.

Mastery of the art of political
organization.

Tactical genius; preclse timing.

Mastery of the art of propaganda.

2, Principles of Political Action. -

Among the guiding principles of Hitler's

political philosphy the following are worth listing:

2e

2e

(2)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

Success depends on winning the
support of the masses.

The lecader of & ncw movement must
appeal to youth.

The masscs need a sustaining 1deology;
i1t is the funetion of the leeder to
provide one.

Feople do not act if their cmotlons
are not rouscd.

Artistry end drama erc neccssary to
the total effect of politieal ralllcs

and mectings.



- 20a

2. (f) The leading statesman must be a
_ creator of ideas and plans.
2. (g) Success justifies any means.
2. (h) A new movement can not triumph
without the effective use of

terroristic methods

B. Predictions of Hitler's Behavior

Whatever else happens it can be confidently pre-

dicted that Hitler's neurotic spells will increase

in frequency and duration and his effectiveness as a

leader will diminish: responsibility will fall to a

greater or less extent on other shoulders. Indeed
there 1s some evidence that his mental powers have
been deteriorating sinaa'last-ﬂovember, 1942, Only
once or twice has he appeared before his people to

enlighten or encourage them. Aside from the increase

in neurotic symptoms the following things might hanpen:

1. Hitler may be forcefully seized by the

Military Command or by some revolutionary faction in

Germany and be immured in some prison fortress.

This event is hard to envisage in view of what we
know of the widespread reverence for the man and the
protection that 1s afforded him. But if this were

to ocecur the myth of the invincible hero would end



rather ignominiously, end Hitler should eventually
be delivered into our hands. The General Staff
will no doubt become the rulers of Germany if Hitler's

mental condition deteriorates much further (Option #5).

2. Fitler may be shot by some Germsn. - The
man has feared this eventuality for meny years and
today he 1s protected s never before. Germans are
not inelined to shoot their leaders. This 1s possible
but not very likely.

3. Hitler may arrangs to have himself shot by

some Germsn, perhaps by a Jew. - This would complete

the myth of the hero - death at the hand of some
trusted follower: Sisgfried stabbed in the back by
Hagen, Caesar by Brutus, Christ betrayed by Judeas.

It might increasss the fanaticism of the soldiers

for a while and create a legend in conformity with
the ancignt pattafn. If Hitler could arrenge to have
a Jew, some paranoid like himself, kill him, then He
could die in the belisef that his fellow countrymen
would rise in their wrath and messacre every remaining
Jew in Germany. Thus he might try to indulge hils
insatisble revengefulness for the last time.

4, Hitler may get himself killed leading his

51ite troops in battle. - Thus he would live on as a
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herc in the heoris of his countrymen. It is not
unlikely that he will choose this course, which would
be very undesireble from our point of view, first
beceuse his death would serve as an exampls to all

his followers to fight ‘with fanatical death-defying
energy to the bitter end, and second, because it would
insure Hitler's immortality - the Siegfried who led
the Aryan hosts ageinst Bolshevism end the Slav.

This is one of Hitler's favorlte poses.

5. Hitler mey go insane.- The man has been on

the verge of paranold schizophrenia for years and
with the mounting load of frustration and fallure

he may yleld his will to the turbulent forces of the
unconscious. This would not be undesirable from our
standpoint, because, even if the fact were hidden
from the people, morale would rapidly deteriorate

as rumors spread, end the legend of the hero would

be severely demaged by the outeome. If Hitler becama
insene, he should cventually fell into the hands of
the Alllied Nations.

5, Hitler may commit sulcide. - Hitler has often

vowed thet he would commit suicide if his plans
miscarricd; but if he choosés this coursc he will do

1t at the last moment and in the most dramatic possible
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manner. Fe will retrest, lot us say, to the impregneble
1ittle refugs thet was built for him on the top of

tho mountein bechind the EBerghof (Eerchtesgaden).

There alone ha will weit until troops comc to take him
prisoner. As & grend Eliﬁax he will either (i) blow
up the mountain £nd himseclf with dynemite; or (ii)
meke a funcrel pyre of his dwelling and throw hiwrself
on it (s fitting GBtterddmmerung; or (1ii) kill him-
qolf with e silver bullet (Emperor Chriastophe); or
(iv) throw himsclf off tho parrpet, This outcome,
undcsirable for us, is not gt all unlikely.

Ve Hitle? mey dig of neturel couscs.-

8., Hitlsr mey scck pefuge in & ncutrel country.-

This is not likely, but one of his assoclates might
drug him end teke him to Switzarland in a planc and
then persuade him thet he should stey there to write
his long-plenncd Bible for the German follk, Sincc
the Horo's desartion of his psople would gcriously
demage the legend, this outcomse vorld be more
dosireble then somz of tho other poasitilitica,

9., Hitler may fell into the hands of the

Unitcd Netions.- This is porhaps the loast likcly,

but the most desireble, outcoms.
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In mekinz these predictions we heve been swa yod

most by the supposition thet Hitler's chicf concorn

is the immortality of his-legond and consequently

he will cndesvor to plen his own end according to
the most heroie, tregle and dremetic pattorn.
Options 5 finaaﬁity to somo c¢xtont) end #5 (drematic
sulelde), or #4 (death at tho front), strikec us ns
most probsble today.

Propegende measurcs should, if possible, be

dovised to prevent #4 and #3.

¢, Suggestions for the Trestment of Eltlex

l. After the Dofcet of Germeny, if Eitlzy ia .

teken into custody by the United Notions .- Any onc

of the conventionsl punishments - a triel followed

by exccution, by 1life imprisonmcnt or by oxile -

will provide e trogic ending for tho dreme of Hitler's

sensationsl ecerecr; and thus contribute the clement

thet is noeossery to tho resurrcction end rarsctuction

of tha Fitlerien legend. "“het cen the f11ivs do thot

will spoil the tregedy ond thus kill the legond?
As nn answer to this quecstion, the following nlrn is

suzzcsted, It should work 1f nroporly exccutcd,.
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1. fa) Bring the Nazi leaders to trial;
condemn the chief culprits the death, but proclaim
Hitler mentally unbalsnced.

1. (b) Commit Hitler to en insane asylum
(such as St. Elizabeth's, Washington, D. C.) and house
him in » comfortable dwelling specially built for his
occupancy. Let the world know that he is being well
troated. |

1. (o) ‘Appoint a committee of psychiatrists
and psychologists to examine him and test his faculties
ot reguler intervals, Unknown to him, heve sound-
films teken of his behavior. They will show his fits
and tirades cnd condemnations of everyone in the world,
ineluding the German people.

1. (d) Exhibit regulerly to the public
of the entire world selected segments of these sound-
roels, so thet it cen be secen how unbelenced he is,
how medioere his performesnce on the customary tests.

If teken in & routine, scientific end undramagtic manner
tho picturcs will becoms quits tiresome rfter a while

and the people will get bored with Hitlor in a yeer or
so. (Trust selence to take the drame out of anything.)

1. (¢) Hitler's case should be prescnted

to the world as ¢ lesson: "This is what happcns to
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creck-brained fenatics who try to dominate the world."
As such it could serve as a powerful deterrent to
others with fantasiss of world domlnation.

1. (f) A thorough study of Hitler's personal-
1ty would be of considerable importance to psychiatry; *
ond the publication of a carefully documented book
on the subject would not only act as a deterrent
(published in populer form) to future would-be Hitlers,
but would be a significant contribution to science.

2, Between Now sand the Cqésﬂtiun,of Bostilities., -

The aim should be cithar (1) to sccslercte Hitler's

mental deteriorstion, to drive him insene; or (11)

to prevent him from insﬁring the perpetuation of his

legend by ending his lifc drameticelly end tragicelly.
There are verious psychological technigques avail-

able for sccelerating Hitler's ncrvous brerkdown,

* but the§~will not be consildered herc., Wonc could be

so certrinly effective os repested militery sctbacks.
we shell limit oursclves to a fow mossuras which

might serve (2. (a)) to deter Hitler from crranging,

a hero's or a mertyr's deoth for himself, end (2. (b))

to make him belicve thet the immortelity of his legend

will not suffer if he falls into the hends of the

Unitcd Natlona,
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S
2. (n) Plood Germany with communicetions

(leaflets, short-weve, long-wave, officlel speeches,
underground trensmission from Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey) telling the people that Hitler can not be
trusted, that he is planning (quoting Hess, Strasscr,
Hanfstaengel, Rauschning and other Nezis in England
and America) to leave them treacherously to their
fate by getting himself killed. This will be a sly
trick of hils to insure his own prestige and future
fome, He does not care for the Gormen people; hc cares
only for his own glory. He is no better than a sca-
ceptain who guits his ship, leaving his crew to
drown. Drop vivid cartoons of Hitler rushing
ludicrously forward to his death on the Russion front
(out of a guilty consclence over tho noble Germans he
hos condomned to die there for his glory); =olso
certoons of his arranging to heve himself shot, nnd
others of his committing suicide. Interprct this as
the ecsy way out, o cowardly betrayel of his peopla,
the act of a bad consecience, the quintcssence of
vanity. Ynrn the people against him, the falsc
prophet, the Judas Iscariot of the Gormen Revolution,

etectera. If hundreds of thesc lerflets, prmphlets,
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strcamers arc dropped over Berchtesgeden, the chences
erc thet some of them will foll in places where Hitler
himself is likely to come on them. He is very sus-
coptible to’ridicule, and if the cnrtoons are clevaor
enough to mékaruuicida scem cowerdly, grotesque, or
ridiculous, it may be enough to deter him. Predic-
tion will spoill the startling effect.

2. (b) Flood Germany with enother scrics
of communications in which the people are told that

the Nazi leaders who led them into this disestrous

war are going to be executed - all excopt Hitler,

who will bec exiled to Saint Helﬁné where he can brood
over his sins for the rest of his life. ™"ritc as

1f wa thought thet this was the most terrible of all
punishments. But sctually this idee should sppeal

to Hitler, who grently admires Nepolecon ond knows
thot the Napoleonic legend was fostored by the men's
last years at Seint Helena. This trecatment would

be better then sny he could now be hoping to recaive
from his cnemics. It might positively attract him.
He would imagine himseclf painting londsceopes, writing
his new Bible, rnd meking plans for on even groeter
Germaniroevolution to be carried out in hls namo thirty

years honec.
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By the repeated and not too obvious use of these
two messages Hitler would be faced by a conflict
petween (1) a self-annihilation which might be in-
terpreted as a cowardly betrayal, and (2) a peaceful
old age at Saint Helena. He might choose the latter
and aa-allow himself to be taken by the Allies.
only later would he dlscover that there was to be
no Saint Helena for him. This trick of ours is
justiflied by the necessity of preventing the resurrec-
tion of the memory of Hitler as a superman to rouse

future generations of criminals ard revolutionaries.

D. Sugpestions for the Treatment of the
German People ’

T. Hastening the Breakdown of Germany's Faith in

Hitler.- The German people have put thelr whole trust

in Hitler. He is their man, as no milltary cormander
representing a special class could be their man.
Having taken the entire responsibility for the conduct

of affairs, he has become their conscience and so

relieved them temporarlly of gullt. The pride- -

system and security-system of each individual German
1s thus based on Hitler'!s genlus and success. The

bulk of the people will not easily be persuaded of
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his incompetence and falseness. They will cling as
long as possible to the illusion of his orinisclence
because without this they have nothing. Vhen 1t

comes, the disenchantment will be sudden and catas-

trophic to German morale generally.

The Allies uaﬁ rely on the march of physical
events to bring about the eventual disenchantment
of the German people; but since events will march
faster and the war will end sooner if this disenchant-
ment can be hastened by other means, the Allles should
not overlook the power of words to change sentiments
and attitudes. The following suggestions may prove
of some value.

1, (a) Technigue of communication.- One

affective method would be that of printing leaflets

containing the names, rank and regiments of German

soldiers recently taken prisoner. The Gestapo could

hardly succeed in preventihg anxious parents from

picking up these leaflets to obtain the latest news

of their sons at the front. Communications of this

sort might start somewhat as follows: WNEWS FROII THE
FRONT. Among the 20,000 German soldlers who sﬁrrandsred
to the world Army in Siclly the followlng were happy

at the prospect of going to America, the land of' free
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apecch and frece action: Corp. Hans Schmidt, Capt.
Heinrich V"ittels, ete. etc. "Why are you leughing?"
they were asked, "Because," they answered, "we are
going to the United States; whereas you esre going
to the land of the False Prophet and the GEHtngI"

ctc., ete.

we suggest that NEWS FROM THE FRONT be distributed

at reguler weekly intervals, like o newspaper; in

order thet the Germens will learn to expect it end
look forward to it, since it will contein news that
they can not obtaln in any other way.

Mixed in with the lists of Germen prisoncrs could
be printed the messages that we wish to impart to the
peopleo.

1. (b) Neme for H;tlar.- In the minds of

many Gormens the word "Hitler" 1s still éurrnundad
by o leyer of reverentisl foelings which protect his
image from ettack. Therefore it would be better not
to refer to him (exccpt occesionally) by neme. IMuch
more subtly cffective would be the usc of tnother
term: Fnlsc Prophot or Felso Messiah. Later more
dorogotory torms - the Ameteur Strategist, Corporal

Saten, "orld Criminel No. 1 - might be cffcctive.
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1. (e¢) BSubstitution of & Higher Symbol, =

The German charccter-structure is merked by & strong
need to worship, obey, and srerifice. "hen this can
be focussed on some entity - God, the Absolute, the
German State, the Fuehrer - they are happy and heclthy.
Consequently, it will be ersier to bresk thelr present
ellegience to Hitler if o satisfoctory substitute is
presented., The Germens will not rerdily cccept a
value that 1s identified in their minds with the
speclal preferences of an cnemy-nation (Democracy,

etc.); it must be something higher, something supra-

national thrt will excite the respect of ell peoples
slike. There is & grect nced now, rother then loter,

for some form of Torld Federation., But lacking this,

the Allics in their messcge to Gormany, should use
terms thet suggest its spirit. Against Hitler, the
Fnlse Prophet, the propegondists should spock of the

World Conscience (the name of God csn not be used

without hypocrisy), end should spcak of the forces

of Russia, Greant Britain, France, cond the Americaos os
the World Army. (N.B. Suggestlon for one lecflet:
Question: tho has seduced the Goermen people from
their true pcth? Who has turned their heorts cgrinst
the Conseicncae of the World? "ho is responsible

this time for Germany's cncirclement by the World

Army?). To be cffective the torms Mitorld Conscicncc"
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rnd ™orld Army" must be repeetecd frequently. '""orld
Police Forco' might olso be useod.
1. (d) A collection should be mode of

possages from the first unexpurgoted edition of

Moin (Kempf demonstreting Hitler's cynical contompt

of tho Masscs. Each NEWS FROM THE FRONT should end

with onc of thecso guotations.
1., (o) Identificetion of Hitlecr with

Jussolini. - Mussolini provided the model for the
devclopment of the Neczl Party ond Hitler publlicly
exprcssed his rdmiration for the Itrllcn leader,
(His words on this polnt should be rcprinted.)
Mussolini's fall will do much to underminc Germen
morslc, ond no opportunity should bec missed to

strocss the conncetion between Hitler's destiny ond

MMassolinit's defoct - tho Doeline and Fell of the

Unholy Allirnco,
1, (f) The Conccption of Destiny. =

Gormans belicve in prodestination (the wave of the

future), snd nll communicetions cddressed to them should
bc writteon cs if the dofect of the Frolse Prophot

werc ¢ foregone conclusion. Some mossages should

comz from thoe 'Volce of Hlstory'.

1., (g) Trking Advantrge of Hitler's
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waning Powcrs, - Hitlcr's preeise steotus rnd role in

Germen politics rt this moment 1a not definitely known;
but the decercrsing frequency of hils cppearonecs is
probably duc to o growlng inerpacity to fulfill his
formar function. His mentel stoto is cvidently
doteriorating. This should bo assumed in telking

to the Garmen poople. For oxample: '"Now that
imssolini hes collapsed and Hitler is in the hends
of mental speciclists, whet hos become of the Spirit
of Fascism?" or "Do you still belicve that & man
whose scnity has boen compleotely undermined by Guilt
con lead the Gormen people to victory agrinst the

World?"

1. (h) Germeny's Onc romeining Ally, Jepon. =
The Nazi rogime should be constontly couplod with
Japen in en ironienl or sctirlenl manncr., For cxomplo:
"Pho Nezis end thelr blood-brothera, the Jepencse,
have both demonstrated their willingness to dic for
Saten - this summer one million of them have thrown
away thelr lives in a futlle attempt to dcstroy
civilization." ™‘ho is rcsponsible for this ignoble
leegue of Gormeny and Jopan agrinst the Conscicneo
of the World?" "A faoct to bo cxpleincd: Germans
arc dying cvery day fighting with Joponeso ogninst

normen-Americons. Why is thet? "ho 1s regponsible,”
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1. (1) DMunich Student Menifesto. - In

plenning messeges to Germeny hints for oneé line of
propagenda can be obtained from the revolutionary
menifesto distributed lest year by students at the

University of Munich.

~ 2. Peace Terms, Trial of War Criminals. -

2, (a) Psychologically it is important
that Hitler, or the lesder of the Nazl Prrty, be
the one to surrender and sign the peescc troaty.

The Allies should insist on this, should dreg the
gangsters without coremony from their hiding places
and force them to sign., (A little trickery at this
point would be justified.,) Tho terms should be

severe at first. Later when a more representative

government has been ostablished the tcrms cen be made

mora" lenient. Thus in the futurc thc dictntors will

be reealled in conncetion with the humiliation of

unconditional surrender; whoreas the democratlc

government will get the crodlt of scecuring milder tcrms.
2, (b) A World Court, st lcast onc member

of which is a Swiss and one & Swedc, should immedictely

publish a list of wer criminals, os complete as possible,

and neutral countriecs should be officially werncd

that no man on this list must be glven scnctuary.
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The Allies should be prepared to invede eny country
thet herbors a world criminal.

2, (¢) The triel of the war criminals
should be carried out with the utmost despatch. It
must not be allowed to drag on for montha, as thils
would give the Germans a convincing impression of our
moral weakness and incompetence, an& postpone their
regeneration, In connection with the trial a short
readable book should be published in Germen explaining
the nature of internstional law (the brotherhood
of netions) and exposing the crimes committed by the
Fascista in A.B.C, lenguage.

A pemphlet comparing the terms of the Versellles
Treaty with Germeny's method of dealing with conguered
countries should be given wide circulation.

%, Treatment of the German Paople after the
Cessation of Hostilitics. -

Tt 1a assumed that Germany will be invaded and
occupied by Allied forces, that gimultancously there
will be uprisings of slave labor and of civilians 1n
occupled territories; thet much German blood will be
spllled, This is as it should be - a fitting Nemcsis.
The Allied troops will merch in end eventually rcstore
ordar, This function of restoring order will mrke

their prescnce more accaeptable to the Germans.
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It can be predicted thet we will find tho Gorman
pcople profoundly humiliated, rosentful, disenchanted,
dejected, morose, despalring of the future. Accustomed
to obeying an arbltrary external authority, thoy will
have no dependable inner guldes to control bchavior.
There will be a wave of erime and sulcide. Apathy
will be wide-spresd. Heving passed through & period
of intense unenimity and cooperation, Germany as @
social system will fall apert, cech man to suffer
pain and mortification 1n private.

Disorganization end confusion will be generel,
crosting a breeding ground for cults of cxtreme
individualism. A considcrable psrt of the population
will be weighed down by & hecavy sensc of gullt, which
should lerd to a revival of relliglon. The soil willl
be laid for e spiritual regencrctlon; end perhaps
the Germans, not we, will inherit the future.

It is assumed thet the Allies will demilitarlze
Germeny, will inslist on efficient guarantecs against
futurc conapirecies, will take steps to ligquidato
the Junker Class, will prevent rearmament end tho
misuse of rew materinsls. As Dr. Foerster has gald:

ta soft peeco for Garmeny will be a very hard peaco

for the Gormen pcople, dolivering them to the Prussian

castc who led them astray.!
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Nothing permencent, howecver, can be achieved by

such meosurcs slone. Whet is rcouired 1s g profound

conversion of Germeny's attitude: abandonment of the

jden (1) thet thaoy rre innately supcrior; (2) thet
thoy are destined to govern tho carth; (3) thet thero
18 no humen law or authority higher then the good

of the Gormen State; (4) that power 1s to bc admired
nbove cverything; and (5) thet Iight mekes Right.

In treating the Gormens psychologically ws must
roelize thet we are decaeling with ¢ nation suffcring
from paranoid trcnds: declusions of grandour; dcluslons
of persccution; profound hetred of strong opponcnts
and contempt of weak opponcnts; srrogence, susplclousness
and envy - £11 of which hans boen bullt up as a roaction

to an agc-old infcriority complex and o desire to

be apprccinted,

Possibly thc first four steps in the trontment
of & single peranoid personslity can be sdepted to tho
convorsion of Germeny. In ettompting this we must
not forget thet thc sourcc of thelr psychlic sicknoss

is woundod prida.

3,(n) First Step.- Thc physiecicn must
grin tho rcspcet of tho prtlaont,

(1) Individunl peranoid. - Paranolds

enn not be treorted successfully if thoy arc not imprcssod
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(consciously or unconsciously) by the ability, knowledge,
wisdom, or perhaps mere magnetic force, of the physician,
Special efforts must sometimes be made to achiave

this end, since paranoids, being full of scorn, are

not easy to impress.

(11) Germeny.- The regiments that
cccupy Germany should be the finest thet the United
Netlions can assecmble - regiments with a history of
victories, composed of tall well-diseciplined soldiers
commanded by the best generals. Fowdlness and drunken-
ness should not be permitted. The Germens should be
compclled to admit: "Thesc ere splendid men; not the
waeak degencrotas (democretic soldiers) or barbarians
(Russien soldicrs) we wers led to expect." The Ger-
mens admire Drﬂnrlinuéﬁ, precision, efficlency.

3. (b) Second Step.~ The potential worth

of the paticnt should be fully
acknowlcdgod.,

(i) Individual parcnold.- The in-

dwelling burning hungcr of ths paranoid is for rccogni-
tion, power and glory - pralse from thosc whom he
rcspects. This huﬁgur should be appcascd as soon

as possible, so thet the parenoid thinks to himself;
"The greet men spproclataes me. Togaothor we can faco

the world." It 4s ma if ho thought: "He 18 God tho

Fathuer end I am his choscn son."
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(11) Germeny.- Goermany's country-
side, its music, historic culturc and monumcnts of
beauty should be appreeiested and praiscd. The urﬁy
of occupation should menifcst intonsc intercst in tho
culture of 01d Germeny and complctc indifferenco to .
g1l rocent developments. The troops should be instructed
and coached by lecturecs and guide-books covcriné the
district. thoy will occupy. Thoy should be told that
the wer is not won until tho hecart of the German
pcople has bceen won.

Germans of the old school should be hircd to
teech the Germen lenguege, to gulde the soldicrs
on tours of the country end of musoums, to teach
nativc crts end skills. Concerts should bo arrenged,
omitting pieces that have been speelnlly favored by
the Nozis. Editions of books turned by the Nazls
should be published snd put on sclo immedintely.

A1l this will scrve a doublc purposs. It will
provide cducation for our troops end cccupy thelr
timo; thus hclping to meintein moralc. Also tho
submerged inferiority faclings and roscntments of

tha fBoermans will be ecllevisted.



3 (¢) Third Stcp. - Insight should be tectfully
provided, a 1littlc st £ timo.

(1) 1Individual perenoid.- Very .

gradually, stocp by step, tho paticnt 1s cnlightencd

as to his own perenoid mechenisma. Prido in belng
uncriticizable and alwayaiin the right must be gradu-
ally replaced by pride in being able to risc above

his own mcchanisms and critiecizc himself, pride In
being strong cnough to sdmit somec weaknosscs end orros.
He should bc mode to understand thet he hea been

victimizod by unconscious forcss which geined control

over his proper aclf. During the coursc of these
talks the physicien should freecly confoss his own
wookncsscs end errors, the paticnt being treeted
ag en cqual.,

(11i) Gormany. - Thc last ten years
of Germen history should bs interpreted es a violont

infoectious fever, a possession of the spirit, which

took hold of the pecople es soon ns they geve car to
the falsc prophcets of Fescilsm.
A scrics of artiecles, cditorirls, cssoys and short

books should be written now by Germens in this country

(Thomes Menn, Reinheold Nicbuhr, Foerstcer, and others),
rided possibly by suggcations from psychlictrists,

to be published in Gormen newspapors end distributced
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goon cftcr tho occupction. They should be thorspeutic

cssnys csscntielly - perheps signed by o nom de plume

gs 1f writtcen by o ministor, physieciaon, or writer
in Gormeny.

Not too much should bec scid in eny onc papcr;
but, in time, the lics, dclusions, treacherliocs end
erimcs of the Nazis should be roviewcd objcectively
in historical scquonce. The Germen pcople should bo
made to undcrstrnd thet the world regerds them eos
unwitting end unheppy victims of instinctuel forccs.
The Allics should be megnrnimous c¢nough to cdmit
their own crrors end misdccds.

3. (d) Fourth Step.~ Tho prtient should be
Insociated 1n ¢ groupe.

(1) Individunl peranoid.- Having

attoainod o moasurc of setisfaction by winning the
rcapcet end fricndship of his physicien cnd then heving
gonined some insight ond control, the prticnt is rcedy
for group therepy. Letcr, he cen be persuaded to

joln outslde groups. Grndually he must leern to toke
his placs end cooperste on en cguel besis with others.

The group he joins should have a gonl,
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(11) Germeny.- If Germany 1s to
be econverted, it is of the utmost importence thet
some strong end efficlent super-government be estab-
1ished es zoon rs possible, providing a new world

conscience, that her people ecan respect, As said above,

Germens must have something to look up to - a God,

a Fuehrer, an Absolute, a netional ideal. It can
not be & rival netion, or a temporary elllesnce of
nations. It must be & body - a strong body with

p police force - which stonds sbove any single atete.
A supranational symbol would eventually attract the
deference that is now focussed upon Hitler. Lacklng
such s symbol, meny Germens will certrinly fell into
¢ state of profound disillusionment and despeir.

At the proper time Germany should be ipsncipted £a
an eoual in whatever league or federetion of natlons
hes been established. ’

From here on the therapy of 2 single perenold
personality feils es an cnalogy, principelly beceusa
the Gorman people will not be in the position of a
paticnt who comes willlngly to the physiclan's office.
The Nezis will be in no mood to be educated by their
encmlcs. Furthermore it would be vary presumptuous

of us to try 1t., The most thot the Allles could do
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would be to close n£ll schools ond univorsitics until

new nnti-frscist teachers nand feoultlies hrd been

receruited. The grertest problem will be in denling

with ¢ whole generation of brutslized end herdened
young Nazis. (Perheps exhibition gemes of soccer,
footbell, locrosse cnd baseball between American

and English regiments would serve to introduce ideas
of fair play end sportsmenship; but much else must

be done - by Goermen educetors,)

For the convcrsion of Germeny the most effective

nzeney will be some form of world federction. "ith-

out this tho Allied victory will heve no permcnently

importont consequences.

&4
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HITLER THE MAN -- NOTES FOR A CASE HISTORY
by
W. H. D. Vernon

Harverd Universlty

.
The purpose of this paper 1s to bring together

in brief form what 1s known about Adolf Hitler as

a man. TFor if allied strateglsts could pssr "inside

Hitler" and adapt their strategy to what they find

there, 1t is 1likely that the winning of the war would

be speedsd. It must be admitted, to begin with, that

the intricacies of so complex a personality would

be difficult enough to uniravel were the subject present

and cooperating in the task. But there are two further

difficulties to be faced. One must attempt both to

gselect out of the grect masa of material which has

been written sbout Hitler that which eppears to be

objective reporting and then further to reconstruct

his personality on the basls of this very inadequate

psychological data. We have, of course, as primary

source meterial, Hitler's own writings and speeches

and these tell us a good deal. Though we must admit,

therefore, at its beginning that the naturs of our

analysis is very tentative and that in many instances
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only imperfect proof ern be given for the infercnces
which are drawn, it 1s no more tentetive thon the
paychological pen plcturcs which tho Nezls themsclves

heve found so useful (3).

HITLER'S ORIGINS AND EARLY LIFE

In eny casc study one must begin by asking who
the subject is, whence he crme, who were his forbears.
Heiden (8) prescnts the most relieble gencalogy avell-
able. Here we note only certoin important polnts.

Hitler's fathor, Alois, was born the 1llegltimata
son of Meris Anna Schicklgruber in 1837 in the villago
of Spital. He was supposcd to be the son of Johann
Georg Hiedler. However, to his fortieth ycrn} Alols
bore the ncme of his mother Schicklgruber. Only
then, when Jcorg Hicdler was (if still elive)?
eighty-five yeers of age, ond thirty-five yeors nfter
the death of his mother, d1d he trke the nomo Hitler,
tho mriden nome of his mother-in-law, As Holden soys,
"In the 1life history of Adolf Hitler no mention 1s

evar modo of the grendparents on his father's side.

1 Jenuery 5, 1877

2 Thore scems to bp no rocord of his darth.
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The deteils invariebly rcofor only to his mother's
relotions. There are many things to suggest thet
Adolf Hitler's grondfnther wes not Johann Georg Hiedlor,
but an unknown man" (8, 8). The cncestors on both
sides of the femily were pensent pecople of the district
of Wnldviertel, highly illiteratc ond very inbred
(55 8).

Alois Hitler, ot first a cobbler, had by the zge
of forty cchieved the position of an Austrian customs
officiel. Tho education for this position wes the
contribution of his first wifc, Anne Glesl, who, fiftcen
years hils senior, died in 1883. His second wifﬁ,
whom he marriocd six wecoks loter, died in o yesrr, and
threc months leter, on Jenuary 7, 1885 (5), he married
Klare Poclzl, ¢ distant cousin.,

In cppenrance Heiden hes compered Alols to
Hindenburg (8). Gunthcr (5) describes his picturc

es showing a blg. round, heirless skull; small,

* sharp, wickod eyes; blg bleyelo-hendle moustachios;

and heevy chin. He wns o hersh, stern, cmbitious,
and punctilious men (5; 8).

Alois' wifo, Klara, is described (5) es being
n toll, nervous young womnn, not ca strong as most :.

persent stock, who ran off to Vienna ns o girl to
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return after ten years (s dering escapade for one

in her soclsal stetus). Her doctor (1) describes her
in her early forties as tall, with brownish heir
neatly pleited, a long oval face end beautifully
expressive grey blue eyes. A simple, modest, kindly
woman .

Adolf Hitler, born in 1889, esa far es can be
ascertained® was Alois' fifth child, the third of
his own mother but the first to live more than two
years.? This it would seem wes o large factor in
channelling the great affection for Adolf which all
the evidence scems to show she bore him. In return,
Adnlf; ;hu feared and opposed his fether -- as he
himself admits -- geve all his affection to his
mother, end when she died of cancer in 1908 he was
prostrated with grief (8; 9; 1).

,_Adoif as 2 boy and youth was somewhat tall,
sallow and old for his ege, with large melancholy
thnﬁghtful ¢yes. He wes nelther robust nor sickly,

and with but the usuel infreguent ailments of a

S Helden points out that the uncsriein doteils of
Hitler's famlly heve hnd to be ccllected from stray

publications, thet Hitler is reticent to the point of
arousing suspicion, about his lifo story (8).

% Alois' children were Alois, 1882 (son by first wife);
Angela, 1883 (desughter by second wifs); Gustav, 1885-
1887; a daughter, 1885-1888; Adolf, 1889; Edmund,
1894-1900; Paula, 1895 or 1896 (childron by third wife).
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cold or sorc throat. That he hod lung trouble 1s ao
common cnd neturel belief (9) but his doctor srys
"mo" (l1). Hils rocreations were guch 'cs werc freec --
welks in the mountelns, awimmingiin the Denube, cnd
recding Fenimore Cooper and Kerl Mny.5 A qulet,
woll-mennered youth who lived with himself.?

About Adolf's esrly education we know littlo
gxcept whet he himself tells us -- thet he eerly
wented to be en ~rtist; thet this outraged hls father,
who sternly determined to make o good clvlil scrvant
of him; thot thore wes a porpctunl struggle between
the two, with his mother siding with Adolf and finally
sanding him off to Viesnna to complete his art educatlon
when his fother diecd. Except for hlstory snd geography
which ccught his imeginaotion he neglected hls studies,
to find in Vienno, whon he friled his art exomination,
thet his leck of formel cducntion wrs a barrier to
entering the crchitectural school.

At the age of nineteen, when his mother died,
he went to Vienno to spond there three lonely and
miserable yeers, living in "flop-housecs" (7), oking

out s living by begging, shoveling snow, peddling

5 A Goerman cuthor of Indlen storics.

5 Phis in contrest to Hitler's own account of himself
fs o bit of a young tough (9).
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his own postcards, working as & hod-carrier or cesusl
laborer of any sort. Here his ldees began to crystal-
lize, hls antl-Semitism eand enti-Slavism, his anti-
1deas of all sorts, In 1912 he went to Munlich and
there as "water-color artist, picture postecard painter,
technical draftsmen and occasionsl house-painter
Hitler managed to eern some sort of a living" (8, 25).
In 1914 he enlisted in the ermy with great enthusiasm,
ﬁerformed his dutlies with distinction and hravary,? was
wounded, sent home to recover, and in March, 1917, *
wes back at the front. Hz wes aloof from cnmrad?a,
zealous in his duty, and very lonely. Through all
the war hs received no letter or parcel (8).

The war cver and with no home to go to, Hitler
in 1919 wes appolnted &n espionage sgent of the
insurgent Relchawehr which hed just put down the
Soviet Republic in Munich. Shortly theresfter he
erme 1n contact with Anton Drexler and what wps to
become leter the Nezl party had its beginning.
Further .then thls 1t 1s not necessary to follow
Hitler's political history. It is too well known

end the bansic structure of his personality was already

7 1ilitrry awnrds were: Regimentel Diplomn for
Conspicuous Bravery, Military Cross for Distingulshed
Searvico, Third Cless, The Black Wounded Badge, end
The Iron Cross, Flrat Class (8).
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formod, Lecter years heve only brought to fruition
latent tendenciles and leid the finel product opcn
for the world to wonder at. We must now turn to a

closer exominotion of this structurs.

HITLER'S PERSONAL APPEARANCE AND MANNER

Portraits or moving plctures of Hitler sre common
enough, yet it is well to drew nttention to various
cspects of his physique. To most non-Neozis Hitler
has no particulsr attrpction. He resembles o second-
rate waiter. Ho 1s a smallish man, slightly under
average height. His forehead 1s slightly receding
and his nose somewhot incongroous with the rest of
his face. The latter is somewhat soft, his lips
thin, end the whole fasce expressionless. The eyes
are a neutral grey which tend to trko on the color
of their momentery surroundings. The look tends to
be storing or dead end lecking in spoarkle. There is
an essentinlly feminine quality esbout hls person
which is portreyed particulerly in his strikingly
well-sheped nnd expressive hands (2; 8; 13; ct al.).

Hitler's menner 1s cssentislly awkward rnd all

his movements jerky cxcept paerheps the gestures of

Brhis fact has coused nn emazing number of different
descriptions of his cctual eye color.
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his hrnds. He appears shy ond 111 ot ease in company
ond scems scldom cepable of carrying on convorsation.
Usuerlly ho declalms while his associntes listen., He
often scems listless nnd moody. Thils is in merked
contreat to the dramatic energy of his specches and
his skillful play upon the emotions of his wvast
nudiences, overy choenging mood of which he spperrs

to percecive cnd to turn to his o»n purposes. At

imes he is concllictory, ot other times he may burst
into violent temper tontrums if his whims rnre checked

in sny way (18).

ATTITUDE3, TRAITS, AND NEEDS CHARACTERISTIC OF HITLER

Attitudes toward Neture, Fate, Religion, - First

end lest words src often signifiennt. Mein Kampf

beging with 2 sentiment of gretitude to Fote, ond
nlmost 1ts lrst prregerph appenla for vindicetion

to the Goddess of History. Howev=r, all through

the book there ere references to Etcrnel Noture,
Providence, rnd Destiny. "Therofore, I believe today
I em rcting In the scnse of the Almighty crentor:

by warding off the Jews I am fighting for the Lord's
work" (9, 84). This fﬂéling of becing directed by
grert forces outsido one, of doing the Lord's work,

is the cssenco of the feeling of the rellgious mystie,
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No motter how pegan Hitler's cthical end soclal ideas
mey be, they hove ¢ qurlity compnrablc to religlous
expericnce. Morcover, nll through his ncts snd words,
both spoken ond written, is this axtreme exaggeretion
of his own self-importonce -- he truly feels hils
divine mission (15), even to the point of forcsecing
a mertyr's death (18).

As far rgs cuthorizod religion is concerned,
Hitler recognized both 1ts strength end weaknesses
(9; 12) and pdopted fricly whotever bs found saervice-
able for his own cnds. That he strikes down Protestant
and Cotholic rlike is due merely to the conviction
that these religions ore but old husks snd must give
woy to the naw (9).

Towerd consclence hls cttitude is a dual one.
One the one hend ho repudiestes it rs an othieeal
gulide, heaping contompt on it as a Jowish invention,
g blemish like circumecision (15). He scorns rs
fools those who obey it (15). But in motters of
pction he waits upon his inner voiee, "Unless I heve

the inner incorrupiible conviction, this is the solu-

tion, I do nothing...I will not cct, I will wolt
no mrtter whot heppens. But if the voeice spenks,
then I know the time hos come to net" (15, 181).

Tike Socrateos he listens to his Deoclmon.



Hitler's Attitude townrd Power ond His Need for

Aggrossion. - To the German people end the world et
lrrge, Hitler nppecrs cs a mbn of tremendous strength
of will, dotﬂrminptinn,fnnd power, Yot those who ere
or have becn closec to him (c.g., 15) know thet he 1s
consclous of being powerful cnd imprcsses others as
such only at cortein times. "hen he 1s declaiming

to a grert throng or when he is on one of his
gsolitary wolks through the mounteins, then Hitler is
conscious of hls destiny ro onc of the gresat and power-
ful of the s2ges. But in betweon these perlods he
foels humilisted and woek. At such tlmes heo is
irritated end uneble to do or decide ganything. It

is thcse feelings of his own wénkness thet no doubt
hove determined to ¢ great cxtont his idecrs on the
aducation of youth. All wcakness must be knocked

out of the new German youth, they must be indifforent
to pain, have no fear of decth, must lcern the art of
gclf-command; for only in this way cocn they become
crantive Godmen (12). Eitler'as feclings of werknoss
ond powar probebly elso determine hls nttitudes towrrds
pooples and notlions. For those who rre wank, or for

some roesson do not display power, he hre only cnntempt.g

9 My groot politicnl opportunity lics in my doliberate
use of power ct o time when thore cire 9vill illusions
abrord ng to the forces thrt mould history" (15, 271).



For those who are strong he hes feelings of respect,
fenr, submissiveness (4; 9; 15). For the Britain of
the greet wer poriod he hrd grest respect (9), but
ﬂhly contempt for the powarless Indian revolutionrrics
who tried to oppose British imperisl power {9}.10
For tho masses over whom he hea swny he fecls only
contempt. He compares thom to 2 women who prefers
to submit to the will of someonc stronger (9). He
harangues the crowd at night whon they sro tired end-
less roesistant to the will of another (9). He uscs
cvery psychologicel trick to break the will of an
audlencc., He mokes use of all the conditions which
mako in the Germen people for a longing for submission,
thelr onxieties, their feelings of lonelincas (9).
He understands his subjects boceruse they cre so like
hirigelf (4).

Clpacly reloted to his attlitude towrrd power,
and onc of the besle clements of EHitler's personrlity
gtructure, is o deop-lylng nced for aggrossion,
destruction, brutality. It wos with him in phentesy

at lenst in chlldheed (©). And therc 1s ecvidenco

10 1t 1s intercsting to note thot the wrr agrinst
Britoin apporys only to have brokon oun because
Hitler was convinced that she would not rnd could
not rosist the strength of the German arred Corces.
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of it from his deys in Vienna (7). We know too (9)
thet the outbreck of the first great wer wos n tremendous-
ly thrilling expericnce for him. Since the war we
hove seon his adoption of so-cnlled "communist!
methods of derling with hecklers (9), the murder of
his close friends, his brutclity towsrd the Jews,
his destruction of one smecll netion cfter another,
and his more recent major wer ngeinat the rest of
the world. But this clement of his personclity is
so potent thot 1t herdly needs documonting.

Hitler's sttitude toward the Jews end towrrd

Roce. - An“i-Semitism is not on uncommon thing and

Eurnpe hns o long history of it but, rs hns been pointed
out, "in the cecse of Bitler, the Jew hrs been elevaoted,
so to apenk, to & degree of evilness which he hnd
never before obteined" (10, 8). Thnt this hrtred is
of 2 more then ususl pathologierl naoture 1s suggestod
by the morbld connection which Hitleor mrkes between
.the Jew and diseese, blood discrse, syphilis (9),

and filthy excrescences of nll sorts. Tae Jew

in fact ia not cven o buost, he 1s o creature outslde
nature (15). Fe is ot tho root of 2all things eovil

not only in Germaony bhut elsewhere and oaly through

his destruction may the world be saved. It is ot

this point, too, thrt Hitler's fooclings obout rece
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find oxpression. PFor him there is en inner emotional
connection betwoen sex, syphilis, blood impurity,
Jowlshness rnd the degenorction of pure, herlthy,

end virile recierl strains. Like the need for
cggrossion, his feanr of the trinting of blood is a

mo jor element in Hitler's personclity structurs,

Hitler's Attitude foward Sex.- Thet Hitler's

attitude towcrd sex 1s prthologlecal 1s plreedy clear
from whet has been soid above, The beat sources
we have do not, however, tell us explicitly whaot 1t
is thont i3 wrong with Hitler's sex life, From the
feet that his close ossociate, Rbhm, os well os many
of the corly Nnzlis were homosexuanls it hes becn o
master ¢f gossip thet Hitler too 1s affected in this
way. All reiinbla sources, however, deny thot there
is any evidence whatevar for such an idea (8). 1In
foet, Hitler appears to hrve no close men friends,
no intimrtes nt £11. ROhm wns the orly onc whom he
nddressod with the intimate "du" (5) crnd it 1s
rcporteé thrt no one hns succecded since the latter!'s
deeth to such ¢ poriticn of intimcoy.

In‘regord to women, the reporis rre conflicting.
Vost of the rcsent hooks by newsporcer von (2age., 5)

stress Hitler's ascoticism, his disinterost in women.



= 57 =

However, Hoiden (B) documents his love offoirs, rnd
Henisch (7), Strasser (18), ~nd Rouschning (15) hove
considerable to sry cbout his attitude toward the
opposite sex. As for os cen be ascerteined, 1t 1s
completely lacking in respect, even contemptuous (7);
it 1s opportunistic (18; 158) rnd in the cctual sexual
reletionship there is something of a perverse nature
along with a peculieor enslavement to the partner of
his choice (8). It 13 certaln thr%t many women find
Hitler fascinating (15; 7) and that he likes their
company, but it is clso true thot he hrs never merricd,
and in every love affpoir the break was modo, not by
Hitler, but by the lrdy concerned (8). In one case,
that of his nleea, Goll, there wes recl tragedy in-
volved for either he murdered her in o fit of possion,
according to Strasscr's cvidence (18), or he so cbused
end upset her thrt she committed sulcide (8). Finelly,
one must mention agein his frenzied outburst agoinst
syphilis in Mein Kampf (9) r3 if thec whole Gormon
nation were o vest putrifying hotbed of this loath-
some doscrse, Helfen's stetement (3) thrt "there

is something wrong' with Hitler's scx 1lifc is surcly

an elogucnt underst~toment.
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Hitler'a need to galk.- This rather obvious

need 1s worth noting at this point, after what has
Just been said abavp.ll Ever since Hitler's discovery
of his facility as a speaker, his own people and the
world have baaﬁ deluged with his words. The number

of speeches 1s large, varylng in length from one and

e half to two hours, though there are several of

three and even four houra' duration. In private,
moreover, Hitler seldom converses, for each individual
whom he addresses 18 & new audience to be haranguad}
In his moments of depression he must talk to prove

to himself his own strength and in moments of
exaltation to dominate others (15),

Hitler's Attitude toward Art.- Though Hitler's

father intended him to be a c¢ivil servent, he himself
craved to be an artist and his failure to be recognized
as such by the Vienna school was one of his most
traumatic experiences (9). As Fllhrer his interest
in art continues and he shows distinctly favorable
attitudes toward music, painting, and architecture.

As 1s well known, Wagner is Hitler's favorite --
we might almost say only -- composer. At twelve
he was captivated by Lohengrin (9), at nineteen in

Vienna he was championing thes merits of "Wagner as
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against Mozart (7), and as Flihrer he has seen Die

Meistersinger over a hundred times (19). He knows

all of Wagner's scores (19) and in thelr rendition
he gets emotional relesse and inspiration for his
actions. His savior complex, feelings about sex,
race purity, his ettitudes toward food end drink,
all find stimulus and reinforcement in the plots,
persons, and themes of his favorite composer. It
is interesting, for example, that Hitler has chosen
Nuremberg, the town which Wagner perscnified in
Hans Sachs, as the officlal site of the meeting of
the annual Nazi Party Congress (19).

Wagner's influence over Hitler extends beyond
the realm of muaie to that of litersturs. Among
ths Fﬁhrer'a favorite readings are Wagner's political
writings, and conscioualy or unconsciously he haas
copled Wagner's turgid and bombastlc manner with a
resulting style which according to Heiden often
tranaforms "a living sentence into a confused heap
of bony, indigestible words" (8, 308).

In the fleld of painting there are two matters
to consider -- Hitler's own work and his attitude
toward the work of others, As regards the former,
we have evidence that during his Vienna days Hitler

showed little abllity except for copylng the painting

11, From the eanalytic point of view this may well be
interpreted as a compensation for sexual difficulties,
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of others (7). Some of the works thet are extant,
however, display some flair for orgenizetion and
color, though there is nothing original. lany of
his paintings show a preoccupation with architecture,
old ruins, and with empty desolate places; few of
them conteln people. The somewhet hackneyed designs
of the party badge and flag give further evidence
of lack of originelity. As regards the psinting of
others, Hitler has surrounded himself with military
rictures of all sorts and with portraits of very
litersl end explicit nudes (15; 18). At his command
German art hes been purged of 1ifs modernism, and
classic gqualities are stressed instesad.

It 1s in architecture that Eitlsr's artistic
interest finds its greateat outlet. He spends a
great desl of time over architect's designs and all
importent Germen buildings and monuments must be approved
by him. Dlassiveness, expensivenesa, sizc, end claassic
deslgn ere the qualities which Hitler stresses and
approves in the bulldings of the new Germeny. His
seventy-five-foot-broad motor roads, the conference
grounds at Nursmberg, and his retrest at Ferchtesgaden

are all examples of thaeso emnhasaa.
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Hitler's Ascetic Qualities.,- Hitler's ascetic

qualities are popularly known and are substantiated
by meny writers (5; 13). Hitler himself, according
to Rauschning (16), accredits his vegetarianism and
his abstinence from tobacco and alcohol to Wagner's
influence. He ascribes much of the decay of civiliza-
tion to abdominal poisoning through excesses. This
ascetism of Hitler's is all the more striking among

a people who, on the whole, are hesvy eaters and fond
of drinking. It is worthy of note, however, that at
times Hitler 1s not averse to certain types of over-
indulgence. He 1s, for example, excessively fond

of sweets, sweetmeats, and pastry (7; 15), and will
consume them in large quantitles.

Hitler's Peculiar Abllities.,- Hitler, the unedu-

cated, is nevertheless a man of unusual ability,
particularly in certein areass where formal education

is of 1little wvalue and even in areas where it is
supposed to be important. More than once we find

those who know him (e.g., Rauschning (16) stressing

his extraordinary asbility to take s complicated problem
and reduce it to very simple terms. It is hardly
necessary to document Hitler's abllity to understand

and make use of the weaknesses of his opponents, his
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ability to divide them and strike them one by onse,
his sense of timing so as to strike at the most
opportune moment., It is certain, however, that
these abllities of Hitler's have definite limitations.
Hitler has become more and more insolated (18) from
contact with what is actually occurring and thus

has insufficlent or incorrect data on which to base
his decisions. Moreover, hls own frame of referencs
1s an unsatisfactory gulde to an understanding of
peoples outside the European milieu. He has, con-
sequently, frequently misunderstood both British
and American points of view with unhappy results to
his own program of expansion,

Overt Evidence of Maladjustment.- Certain facts

symptomatic of maladjustment have already been men-
tioned, such as his peculiar relationship to women.
Here there have to be added others of a less specific
nature. Hitler suffers from severe incomnias and when
he does sleep haes violent nightmares (16)., At times
he suffers from hallucinations, often hearing volces
on his long solitary walks (16). He has an excessive
fear of polsoning and takes extreme precautions to
guard against it both in his food and in his bedroom

(16). Here the bed must be made only in one specific
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way (15). He cannot work steadily, but with explosive
outbursts of activity or not at all (15; 8). Even
the smallest decision demands great effort and he
has to work himself up to it. When thwarted, he will
braak out into an hysterical tentrum, scolding in
high-pitched tones, foaming at the mouth, and stamplng
with uncontrolled fury (15). On several occasions,
when an important speech was due, he has stood silent
before his asudience and then walked out on them (15).
In the case of at least one international broadcast
he wes suddenly and .inexplicably cut off the eir,
Finally, there is Hitler's threat to commit suicide
if the Nazi party 1s deatroyed or the plans of the

Germen Reich faill (5).

THE SOURCES OF HITLSR'S MALADJUSTMENTS

The Sources of Hitler's Aggressive and Submissive

Treita. - The schizoild temperament, one such as Hitler's,

which combines both a sensitive, shy, end indrawn nature
with inhibitions of feeling toward others, and at the
gsame time, in way of compensation, violent aggressive-
ness, cellousness, and brutality, from one polnt of
view of constitutional psychology is usually associated
with a particular type of physigue. It 1s difficult

from the sort of photograph available to clessify
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Hitler's physique accurately. He probably falls in
Kretschmer's athletic group though verging on the

pyknic (11). This would place him in the schizophrenic
group of temperaments. In terms of Sheldon's system,

he 1s probably classifiasble as a 443 with a considerable
degree of gynandromorphy, that 1s, an essentielly
masculine body but one showing feminine characteristics
plso (17).

Probably more lmportant, however, is the social
milieu and the family situation in which Hitler grew up.
In a strongly patriarchal society, his father was
particulerly aggressive and probably brutsl toward
his son, Adolf, This would produce an individual
both very submissive to suthority and at the same time
bolling over with rebelliousness to it. Further, we
know of the extreme sttachment which Fitler had for
his mother., 1If, as seems most likely, he hss never
outgrovn this,l? there might be a protest in his
nature ageinst this enslavement, which in turn might
glve rise to s deep unconscious hatred, a possible

gource of frightful unconscious raga.15 Finally,

12 Note Hitler's frequent and unususl use of the word
Motherland for Germany (9).

13 Hitler's hotred of meat and love of sweets is
sald to be often found in cases harboring an unconscious
hate of the mother (15).
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the consistent feilure to a;hiava his artistic
ambitions, his loneliness end poverty in Vienna, his
failure to arrive et any higher status then that of
corporal in his beloved army (B), all must have
atimuleted in highest degree whatever original tendency
there was toward brutslity and destructiveness.

The sources of Hitler's Anti-Semitism.- Anti-

Senitism was part of the sociszl milieu in which Hitler
grew up., He admits himself (9) thet he avolded the
only Jewish boy at school and it 1s known that anti-
Semitism and esceticism were strong in Catholie
rural communitles in Europe. In Vienne, of course,
Hitler ceme in contact with violent anti-Semitic
litersture and it is at this period that he clalms
his deep-rooted hotred for the Jews was born (9).
The pathologicel strength of this hetred suggests
thet there were certein psychological as well as
cultural ressons for ilt. What they were we cen only
surmise but we cen list certain possibillties. "e
know thet the name Hitler 1s a common Jewish one
(8), thet Adolf wers teased about hls Jewish appenr-

ence in Vienna.*? There is, too, the mystery of

14 1¢ 49 interesting that Hitler's description of the
first Jew to arouase his hatred is slmost word for
word the same ms Hanisch's description of Hitler in
Vienna (7).
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Alois Hitler's true parentage which his son may heve
known. "e¢ also know that meny of the people who helped
him, gave him food, and bought his paintings were

Jews .15 To have to accept kindnesses from people he
disliked would not add to his love of them. But

there must be more to it thrn this for Hitler's anti-
Semitism 1s bound up with his morbid concern with
syphilis and phobia over contamination of the blood

of the Germen race. Thls, therefore, leeds to a
discussion of Eitler's theories.

Sources of Hitler's Theories of Rece and Blood.-

The concept of the superiorlity of the Aryen race is,
of course, not new with Hitler. Its great exponent
was Houston Stewart Chamberlsin, In the wrlitings
of Wagner also the same conception 1s exalted. ‘But
the constant repetition of the idea of blood, pure

blood, and untesinted blood which occurs in lMein Kampf

calls for a more then purely cultural explenetion.
This 1s suggcested e£ll the more forcefully because

of the associntion which Hitler makes between 1m-
purities of blood which are due Eo disesse (syphilis)
and impurities in the blood of a superlor race due

to mixture with a rocially inferior stock; further

;5 His rejection of the Jew may olso atom from the
rejoection within himseclf of the passive gentlc elements
which ore prominent in Hebrew-Christian thought.
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to the fact that he points to the Jews as the source
of both,

Now it is known that syphilophobia often hes
its roots in the childhood discovery of the nature of
sexual congress between the parents. With e father
who was an illegitimate and possibly of Jewish Drigin,15
and e strong mother fixation, such & discovery by the
child Adolf may well have laid the basis of a syphilo-
phobia which some adventure with a Jewlsh prostitute
in Vienna fanned to & full flame.t’ Terrified by
the fear of his own infection, all the hatred in his

being 1s then directed toward the Jews.

ONE POSSIBLE PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION

Hitler's personality structure, though falling
within the normal range, may now be described as of
the paranoid type with delusions of persccution and
of grandeur. This stems from a sado-masochilatic
gplit in his personality (4). Integral with these
alterneting and opposed elements in his poersonality
ere his fcar of infection, the 1dentification of the

15 The name Hitler is Jewish ms was pointed out.

17 This 1s mere conjecture and must be treected as
such, PBut it 13 the sort of explanation which fits
known psychological facta.
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Jews as the source of that infection, and soms da-
rangement of the sexusl function which makes his
.relations to the opposite sex abnormal in nature.

The drama and tragedy of Hitler's life are the
projection onto the world of his own inner conflicts
and his attempts to solve them. The split in Hitler's
personality seems clearly to be due to his identifice-
tion both with his mother, whom he pessionately loved,
and with his father, whom he hated and feared. This
dual and contradictory identification (the one is
gentle, passive, feminine; the nther brutal, aggressive,
masculine) results -- whenever Hitler is playing the
aggressive rdle -- also in a desp hetred and contempt
for his mother end love and sdmiration for his
father. This inner conflict is projected into the ‘
world where Germany comes to represent the mother, '
and the Jew end -- for a time -- the Austrian State,
the father., Just ss the father is the cause of his
ﬁixed blood, the source of his dominetion and punish-
ment, end of the restrictions of his own artistic
development; just ss in the childish interpretation
of soxual congress the father attacks, stranglca,
and infecta the mother, so the Jow, interneational

Jewish capital, etc., encircle and restrict Germany,
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threaten and attack her and infect her with impurities
of blood., Out of the hetred of the father and love

of the mother came the desire to save her. So Hitler
becomes the savior of Germany, who cleanses her of
Infection, destroys her enemies, breaks their encircle-
ment, removes cvery restriction upon her so that she
may expand intn new living space, uncramped and un-
throttles., At the same time, Hitler is cleansing
himself, defending himself, cesting off paternal domina-
tion and restriction.

Not only is the Father feared but he is a source
of Jealousy for he possesses, at least in part, the
beloved mother. So he must be destroyed to permit
complete possession. The destruction of the father
1s achleved symbolically by the destruction of the
Austrian Statc and complete dominetion snd possession
of tho mother through gathering all Germens in =
common Reich,

But the mother is not only loved but hated. For
she 1s weak, besides he is enslaved to her affections
and she reminds him all too much, in his rdle as
dominant father, of his own gentle scnsitive naturec,
So, though he depends on the German poople for his

position of dominance, he despises end hetes them,
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he dominates them and, because he fears his very

love of them, he leceds them into the deatructive-
neass of wer where multitudes of them are destroyed.
Bcaldes, the Jewish element in his faether ldentifica-
tion permits him to use all the so-called "Jewish"
tricks of deceit, lying, violenco, end sudden sttack
both to subjoct the German people &s well as thelr
fous.,

To be dominant, aggrassiva,.brutal is to arouse
the violent protest of the othor aside of his nature.
Only severe enxiety can come from this; nightmeraes
and slcepless nights result. But fear is assuaged
by the fictlon of the demends of Fate, of Destiny,
of the Folk-Soul of the Germen people.

The denouement of the drams approaches et evaory
aggrossive step., The fiction of the command of Fatec
only holds s long es there is success -- groster ond
groater success to assuage tho mounting feelings
of enxicty and guillt., Aggrecssion, thecrefore, hss o
limit; it cannot go boyond the highcst point of
success . When thet 1s recached, the pcrsonelity
may collapsc under the flood of its own guilt
fecelings. ® It is, thorofore, quito possible thet

18 Thot Hitler is partly consclious of this wo know
from his own thrests of sulelde and refercencos to
dying for the German poople (9).
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Hitler will do away with himself at whatever moment
German defeat becomes sufficient enough to destroy
the fiction of Fate which has shielded him from the
violence of his own guilt. He mey then turn upon

himself the destructiveness which so long has been

channelled toward his people and their neighbors.
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SECTION III

Detailed Analysis of Hitler's Personality

(Written especially
for psychologists
and psychiatrists)
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FOREV/ORD TO THE DETAILED ANALYSIS

In writing this analysis of Hitler's personality,
the use of certain technical words was unavoidatle,
Although I have sttempted to follow as gimple and
intelligible a form as possible, I could not, without
much elrcumlocution and vagueness, get along without
three terma:

Need (roughly synonymous with Drive, impulse,
tendency, purpose, instinct). This 15 a force within
the subject (i.e., the individual whose behavior
is being studied) which ineclines him to atrive toward
a certein goal, the attainment of which reduces momen-
terily the ternsion of the need. WNeeds vary in kind
and in strength,

Press (plural: press). This is a force, emanatins
from an pbject (ususlly a person) in the environment,
which is directed toward the subjeet. A press (for
the subject) 1s the need or drive in the object, which,
if successful, would harm or benefit him. Press
vary in kind and in strength,

Cathexls. This is the power of an ochjsect
to arouse feelinzs of liking (positive cathexis)
or of disliking (negetive cathexis) in the gubject.

It ia also permissible to say thset the subject
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"positively cathects" or simply "cathects" (vrlues,
admires, loves) one object; or that he "nesetively
cathects" (depreccietes, scorns, fesrs, hetes) another.
The cathexis (potency) of objects -- theip abllity

to evoke behavior in the subject -- cen vary in kind

(nositive or negative) or in strength.

1. STATS"IT OF THW PROBLEM

Thirty yeers azo Eitler was a common bum, an
unemployed nonentity, & dereliet of the polyzlot
society thet wns Vienna. "It was & misereble 1life M
hls pal, Hanisch, has written, "end I once asked him
vhat he wps really welting for, He answered: HE
don't know myself,' I heve never ssen such helpless
letting-down in distress.”

Twenty years later Fitlsr was dictator of all
Germeny. He wes not weiting for anything; but demending
and getting all thet = boundlessly ambitious men could
want. liany people thouzht that they had never seen
such resolute confidence in victory.

Three ycers ago, at the aze of fifty-one, Hitler
vas the most powerful end successful individual on
certh, on the one hend, the most worahipped, on the

other, the most despised. 1In Germeny he wes virtually

-
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e demigod: he had unlimited power; he wes nlways
right; he could do no wrong; he wes the savior of the
Vaterland, the conqueror of Europe, the divinely
appointed prophet of 2 new ere, There was g Hitler
Strasse or Hitler Pletz in every town. "Hell Hitlerp"
was the convential greeting for acquesintences. The
man's plcture was prominently displayed in evecry
publiec building, in every railroad station, in millions
of homes. Hls autoblography was accepted es the BEible
of a revolutionary folk religinn. Hitler was compared
to Crrist.

The men is chiefly interzsting as & force that
has affected the lives of more pecople on this globe
than eny mrn in history, aided, to be sure, by new
end mireculous instruments. of communicaetion., How was
it possible for a man so insignificent in steture end
eppecrance, 8o deficicnt in bodily atrenzth and cmotionel
control, so lecking in intcllectuel attoinments --
how was it possible for such 2 men to succecd where
the mightiest Jermana of the pest hed failed? Vhet
kind of a man is this Fitler? “thet erc his chief
ebilitics ond disabilitlcs? ™het conditions in
Garmany wcre conducive £to his meteorlec rise to power?

"hat 18 he 1likely to do ncxt? And, if the Allies
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aet thelr hends on him, how can he he treated so that
he will never rise again as a legendery ficure to
instigate ahother 3etenic revolutinn egeinst culture?
Thesa ere among ths quostions thet heve been fecod

in this peper.

The aspects of FHitler's personality thgt cspeeially
require explanation are these: the intenéité of the
ren's dedlicatlion to the creation of an ideal; the
neturs of his life-drama, or lNlssion, &s he conceivas
1t; the fenaticism of his sentiments pro Power,

Glory, Dictetorship, Militarism, Brutelity, the
Aggrcsslive Instinct, Nationalism, Purity of Blood;

end the fenatlicism of his scntiments con "eakness,
Indecision, Tolerance, Compassion, Pesce, TNetionsl
Debate, Dcmocrecy, Bolshevism, the Acquisitive Instinet,
llaterislism, Cepitalism, the Jewish Rece, Christienity.
Also of interest are: the nature of his oratoricsal
powcy over the emotions of the messes; hia painting

end arehitechtursl intercsts; the vegories of his

sax 1lnstinct; end the significance of hls neurotie

end psychotic symptoms.
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II. PHYSICAL CONSTITUTION

l. Physiquc

A point of fundemontal importrncc is the lerge
gynic (fomininc) componcnt in Hitlor's constitution.

Hiz hips ere wide and his shoulders roletively
nerrow. His muscles are flabby; his legs thin end
spindly, thc letter being hidden in the pest by
heavy boots and more recontly by long trousers. He
1s hollow chosted, and in the throcs of passionate
speecch his voice somctimes brosks into shrill felsetto.
In contrast to his masculinc ideel for German youth,
Hitler's physicsl strongth and egllity erc definitely
balow the average, He was froil es e child, never
lebored in the ficlds, never played rough gomes.
He has long tapering sensitive f%ngera. In Vignna,
he wos too week to be employed on construction jobs
and before the outbreak of “orld Wer I was rejcected
by the Austrien Army es permencntly disquelifiled
for service., He wes discourcged softer onec attempt
to ride a horse, and in the lest twenty ycars his
cxercisc hes been limited to short welks. Some
informants say thet ho is physically incapable of

normal scxusl rcletions. His movements have beon
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described es womonlsh - a dalinty ladylike wey of
walking (whoen not assuming a militery cerringe in
public), cffeminete gestures of his arms -- o
pecculirr graccless ineptitude rominiscent of a girl

throwing & basebnll.

2. Mcdical end Psychietric History

Hitler has suffered from nervous gastritis, or
indigestion, for many ycars. This 1s probably =a
psychosomatic syndrome, part end parcel of - hla gznerel
neuroticism,

A German psychiatrist who examincd FHitler's mcdical
record in World War I has reported thet the diegnosis
of his condition was hysterical blindnecss. In other
words, he did not suffer from mustard gas polsoning,
as publicly stated, but from a war neurosis. It hcs
elso boen sald thet he was not only blind but dumb,
and (according to one informant) dceof.

Some years ogo & benign polyp was rcmoved from
a voecal chord,

Hitler 1a a victim of tomper tonntrums which have
increnscd in intensity end fraequency during the last
ten years. A typiesl scizure consists of (1) pneing,

shouting, cursing, blaming, accusations of treschery
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rnd betrayel; (2) weceping and oxhibitions of self-

pity; and (3) folling on the floor, fooming at the

mouth, biting the carpet. The men hes some control

over these epileptiform attecks, using them to get

his own way with his closc associetes. d ik
Hitler elso suffers from agitated depressions,

affrighting nlghtmrres, hypochondrincal states in which

he feers thet he will be polsoned or die from cancer

of the stomach.

ITII. APPEARANCE AND EXPRESSIVE ATTITUDES

The most significant fact about Hitlcr's appear-
anco 1s its utter insignificance. He 1s the proto-
type of the 1little men, an unnecessary duplicate,
epparently, thet one would never turn to look at
twice. For ten years, notwithstending, Germons hevo
been gazing at him end, spellbound, scen the magnetic
figure of one who could heve said and done whet Hitler
hes said and done,

Comments heve chiefly centcred on Hitler's eyes
oand his hends. Although his greyish-blue cycs are
usuelly stary and deed, impersonel and unseeing, at
times he looks & men or woman streight in the face

with o fixed, unwevering gazo that hes been described



r8 positivoly hypnotic. Bohind the hebitunl vacancy
of cxprcssion some dilscorn an intonsec flome of
pessionate dedication, His hands are strikingly
mell=-sheped ond expressive, and in - harangulng nn
audlence they cro used to good effaect,

In all other respects, Hitler's Eppéernncﬂ is
totally lackling in distinctlion. His festures are soft,
his cheeks sallow snd puffy, hls handshake loose, his
palms moist and elammy. Such festures can hardly
. be eppreclated by the averagse visltor as evidenccos
of an Iron Man.

In his rcections to the world, Hitlar plays

many perts, There 1s thc oxpressionless Hitler,

like o dummy standing with upraised hend in the front
of & six-vheceled motorecar that moves at = slow paco
down the great avenue between serried ranks of shouting

worshipful adhercnts. There is the embarrsssed Hitler,

111 et case, cven subservicent, in the presence of a
atrenger, an sristocret, o grest general, or e king
(as on his visit to Italy). There 1s the graclous
Hitler, the soft, good-netured Austrian, gentle,
informal, end oven modest, welcoming friendly admirers

at his villa; ns well a3 tho sentimentsl FHitler,

weeping over e deed cenary. Then there is the tacticel
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Hitler, who comes in at the criticel moment with the

deringly right decision; end the mystical Hitler:

hinting of a thousend years of superiority for the
Germen folk; the possessed Hitler, shricking with.

fenatieal fury as he exhorts the masses; tho

hysterical Hitler, rolling on the cerpet or shoking

with terror as he wakes from a nightmare; the

apathetic Hitler, limp, indolent, end indccisive;

and at all times, the soapbox Hitler, ready'tn go

off helf-cocked on & long tirede even though he is
addressing a single individual, Of all those, it 1s
the tactical Hitler, the mystical Hitler, and the
posseased Hitler which have been chiefly instrumental
in winning the position he now holds. It is because
of thesc powerful inhabitants of his being thet:pecople
have accepted and tolerated the less appealing or less

bearable inhasbltaents,
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IV, PAST HISTORY

Chronology+

1837 Maris Anna Schicklgruber has an illegitimote
son, Alois, born in Strones, nesr Spitel
Johann Georg Hiedler (Hitler) m., Merir Anne
Schicklgruber
1850 Birth of Klere Poaelzl in Spitel
1877, Jan, 5
Alois Schicklgruber legitimized a2s Alols Hitler
Alois Hitler m. Anna Glasl-Horer (14 years

older)
1883 Death of Anna Glasl-Horer in Braunau
1883 Alois Hitler m. Franziska Metzelberger
calB83 Birth of Alols Hitler Jr., 2 months after
marriage
1884 Birth of Angela Hitler
1884 Death of Franziska latzelberger

1885, Jan, 7
Alois Hitler (47 yesrs) m. Klara Poclzl
Birth of two children who die in infancy
Birth of Adolf EHitler in Braunau
Family movec to Passau (Bavaria) on Austrian
border.
cal893 Alols Hitler retirecs on a pension
Family move to Lembach (24 miles from Linz);
Catholie éonvent
cnl896 Birth of Peula Hitlar
cal900 Femily move to Leonding (suburb of Linz);
Technicel School
1903, Jen. 3
Death of Alois Hitler
Family move to Linz
1904-5 Adolf Hitler attends school in Steyr
1907, Oct.Hitler fails to pass exemination of Academy
of Arts, Vienna
1907, Dec. 21
Klara Hitler dies (A. H., is 18 yecers old)
1908,Jen. A. H. moves to Viennsa
1908,0ct. A, H. fails a socond time to ponss examinntion
of Academy of Arts
1913 L+ H. moves to Munich,

# Not all thecse dates are reliable; most of the
early oncs are from Gunther's INSIDE TUROPE.
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As CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE
1888 - 1907

I. Family Reletions

L. Father

Some of the confusion thet hes arisen in rogerd
to Hlitler's forocberrs disoppoars es soon cg we reslizo
the neme Hitlor has beon variously spelled - Hidler,
Hiedler, Huettlor - by different membors of the same
1l1literate pemsent family. Adolf Hitler's paronta
were both descended from one Hitlor (fother's grond-
father snd mother's groet-grandfather), en inhabitant
of the culturally backward Weldviertel district,

Upper Austrie,

Marshel Hindonburg Alols Hitlor --
Hitler's fether.
Nota resemblencs
to Hindenburg.
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. Family History and Personelity of Fether

The chief facts about Alois Hitler which have
bearing on our analysis are these:

(a) According to an ingquiry otdered by the
fustrian Chancellor, Dollfuss, Mari; kéna Schickl-
gruber became pregnant during her employment as a
gervant in a Jewish Vliennese family. For this
reason she was sent back to her home in the country.
If this 1s true, floils Hitler may heve been half-
Jewlsh. The fact that he selected s Jew, Herr Prinz
of Vienna, to boc the godfather of his son Adolf, 1is
in line with thls hypothesis,

(b) 1In eny event, Alols Hitler was illegitimate
and as such was no doubt made to suffer the contempt
nf.fha little community, Spital, in which he was reared,
Perhaps it wes for this resson thet he left his home
at an early age to seek his fortune in Vienna,

(¢} Alols Hitler started life ss & simple
cobbler but finelly improved his status by becoming
a customs officlel. For s tlme he pntrolled ths
German-fustrian border, wes known as & 'man-hunter!',
He was very proud of this position, belleving that
it entitled him to lord it over those of the class

that hed onece scorned him.
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(d) In eppeerence Aloils Hitler resombled Marshal
Hindenburg. He had a walrus moustache, under which
protruded sullen and arrogent & lewer lip. He wore
an uniform, his badge of status; and 2s a border
patrolman carried a revolver on his person. He smoked
and ren sfter women. It 1s said fhﬂt he frequented
the villege pub and enjoyed nothing so much as recount-
ing hls accomplishments to a receptive auditory. He
was & coarse man, with boasts and curses forever on
his tongue. He died of apoplexy.,

(e) He was twenty-three yeers older than his
wife, a peasant girl who hed once served ns s maid
in the house of his first wife. Thus, the father's
greater age, his higher social stotus, the traditional
prerogatives: of the husband in the Germen family, the
man's over-weening pride -- all supported him in
maintaining a master-servant relationship with his
wife. Frau Hitler wes nervous, mild, devoted, and
submissive. 1In his own home, Alois Hitler wes &
tyrant.

(f) 1In his treatment of his son Adolf, it is
said that the father was stern and harsh. Physical
punishments were frequent. He secms to heve looked on

his son ss & weekling, & good-for-nothing, moonstruck
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dreamer; et times porheps his vonity imagined a
quccessful carecr for the boy, which would still further
14ft the frmily stetus, and so whon young Adolf announced
his intention to be en ertist the father, perceiving
the frustration of his dream, put his foot down --
"in artist, no, never as long es I live." fH.K. 14).

(g) There is some doubt about the complexion of
Alois Hitler's political sentiments. Henlsch reports
thet "Hitler heard from his father only praise of
gGermany end all the feults of Austris;" but, accord-
ing to Heiden, mors rcliable informants claim that
the fathor, though full of complaints and criticisms
of the government he served, was by no means a German
nationrlist. They say he favored Austria ageinst
Germany.

(h) It is not unlikely thet Hitler in writing
his sketch of the typlcel lower class home drew upon
his personal experiences, and 1f this is true, the
following passages give us an Ilntercsting alde-light
on the character of the father:

(1) But things end badly indecd when

the men from the very stert goes his own way

(Alois Hitler 'ran efter other women') ond

the wife, for the sake of her children,

stands up ageinst him., Querreling end

nagging set in, ond in the semc measurc in

which the husband boecomes estranged from
his wife, hec becomes familliar with
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elcohol,.."hen he finelly comes homc on
Sundey or Monday night, drunk cnd brutel,
but alvays without a lest cent and penny,
then God have mercy on the scenos which
follow, I witnessed nll of this personall
in hundreds of scecnos end rt tho Ea Innin
vith both disgust end Indignotion...

0
(K. 38-38),

The other things the 1ittle follow
heera at home do not tend to further his
respect for his surroundings. Not =
single shred is left for humenity, not
& gingle institution is left unattacked;
starting with the teacher, up to the
head of the State, be it religion, or
morality as such, be it the State or
Society, no metter which, everything
is abused, everything i1s pulled down
in the nastiest menner into the filth
of a depraved mentality, (M.K. 43).

(1) Reletions to Father

There erc reasons to believe thet the boy Adolf
wes very much cfraid of his father in his early years;
thet he wos tiﬁ;d and submissive in his proscnce;
but when he was out of reach of his fether's immense
authority (when his fathor wes out of the house or
when the boy wns nt school under less scvere dis-
ciplinariens) he wes often unruly end defiant. He
had no respoct for r lenicnt system of government.

Not until he wes clecven did fLdolf daroc to oppose
his father. Hore the issue was the scloction of his
vocation: Hem Hitler wantod his son to follow in

his footasteps and become o Stnte officirl; but the
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boy dececided he wanted to be on srtist. Of this
confllet between father and son, Hitler writes:
(1) His domineering nrture, the

result of ¢ life-long struggls for existanca,

vould have thought 1t unbesrrble to

leeve the ultimote decision to a boy

vho, in his opinion, wns inexperienced

ond irresponsible. (M.K. 11).

(11)  No matter how firm and do-

termined my father might be in cerrying

out his plans and intentions once made,

his son was just as stubborn and

obstinate... (I',K. 12).

(1id) .+sne opposed me with tha
rcsoluteness of hls entire neture...The

old men beceme embittercd, and, much ns

I loved him, the seme was true of mysclf

«++8nd now the old men roclentlessly began

to enforce his authority. (M.K. 13-14),

It 1s obvious from these and other passagecsa,
as well as from loenl henrsay, that the rolotions of
fidolf end his perant from 1900-1903 (when the father
dicd) were excecedingly stormy. It wpa 2 classieal
father-son conflict,

(§J) Note: Hitler's attitude to o0ld men. In
many places, in I'EIN KAMPF and in some of his recorded -
conversations, Hitler spesks of old men in a derogetory and
eontemptuous manner, It is often very suggestive of what
might have been hls sentiments towards his sixty- -
yaer-o0ld father (twenty-three yesrs older thean his
mother). The following quotetions might be cited

in 1llustration:



- 99.-

(1) Reuschning: Evorywherc, Hitler
complnined, there were nothing but sterile
0ld men in their sccond childhood, who
bragged of their technieal knowledge ond
hrd lost their sound common sense.

(11) FHitler, quoted by Heiden:
I’y groat adversary, Relchsprisident von
Hindenburg, is todey cighty-five yerrs
of age. I £m forty-threc snd I foel in
perfect heelth. And nothing will heppen
to me, for I am cleerly consclous of the
grent teask which Providence has assigned
to me.

2+  Mother
(e) Personality of Mother

The pertinent facts are these:

Klara Poelzl was an exemplery housckecper. Her
home wrs elweys apotlesal& cleen, evar?thing had
its plece, not a spaeck of dust on the furniture.

She hed & gentle nature. Her reletively young
age, her doelle charscter, her yecars of domestic
service -- g£ll inclined hor to complience end
Christien resignetion. The trisls snd tribuletlons
of 1life with sn 1rascible husbend resulted in e
permanent ettitudec of abnegetion., Toward her son
fidolf she wes ever dcvoted, catering to his whims
to the point of spoiling him. She 1t wes who

cncouraged his ertistic ambitions.
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The mother wrs opcrcted on for crnccr of the
brecnst in the summecr of 1907 nnd dicd within six months.
It 13 very likely thet the disersc wrs merked by
ulcerctliona of the chost well rnd motrstescs in the

Lunzs,

f R bty Yaoir o Pako

HITLER™S MertineR

{t) Eclaotions to Mother.

Hitler hes written very little and snid nothing
publiecly rcbout hls mother, but the few scraps obtainecd
sugaest meny youthful yesars of loving depcondence
upon her, Fitlcr spcernks of:

1) ««othe mother devoting heraelf to
the enros of the houschold looking =oftar her

children vith cternelly the same loving
kindnesa. (l.K. 3).
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(11) For three or four of the 5 years
betyeen his father's and his mother's death,
Adolf Hitler idled away @ good deal of his
time as the indulged apple of his mother's
eye. She sllowed him to drop his studies
et the Realschule; she encouraged him in his
ambitions to be a painter; she yielded to
his every wish. During thess years, it is
reported, the relationship between mother
and son was marked by reciprocal adoration.
Hitler's amazing self-assurance (at most
times) can be attributed in part to the
impression of these years when at the age
of thirteen hils father died and he succeeded
to the power and became the little dictator
of the family. His older brothsr, Alois,
had left by this .time, and he was the only
male in a household of four. "These were my
hepplest days; they seemed like s dream to me,
and so they were." (I,K. 25).

(111) Hitler writes: "My mother's
death...was & terrible shock to me...I loved
my mother."

(iv) Dr. Bloch reports that fdolf
cried when he hesrd of his mother's suffer-
ings at operation and later at her death
exhibited greet grief. The doctor has never
seen anyone 80 prostrate with sorrow. After
the burisl in the Catholic cemetery, Adolf
stayed by her grave long after the others
hed deperted.

(v) Hitler wore the picture of his
mother over his breast in the field during
World War I.

(vi) That the mother-child reletion-
ship was a compelling, though rejected, pattern
for Hitler may be surmised from (1) his
attachment to 'substitute mothera' during
his post-war yeasrs, (2) his frequent use of
'mother imagery' in speaking and writing,
end (3) his sslection of pictures of Madonna
and child to decorate his rooms,



]
=
o
ha

|

L

Corner of Flgz Room at Berchtesgaden.

painting of Madonna & Child over mantel.

From thesc pnd other bita of evidence we ean
conclude that Hitler loved his mother and hated his

father, that he hed an Oedipus Complex, In other words.

But, saa we shsall soon see, this can cxplein only one

phage of hls relationshlp to his perents.
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(e) Siblings
It is certain that there were two older children

in the household during Adolf's early years. The
father hed been married twice before; thore was a
half-brother, Alois Hitler, Jr., and & helf-sister,
tngels Hitler. We know nothing of Hitlér's relation-
ship to the former (who much later turned up in Berlin
as proprietor of s resteursnt). The helf-sister,
Angele, married Herr Raubal, en officiel in the tax
buresu in Linz. Later she managed a restesurant for
Jewish students et the University of Vienna. For
some years she was Hitler's housekeeper at Berchtes-
gaden, until she married Professor Martin Hammlzsch
of Dresden, where she now lives.

(i) Several informants have stated that
there is a younger sister, Paula, born when Adolf
was about seven years old. Consequently, he must
have experienced the press Birth of Sibling during
his childhood. This younger slster, 1t seems, 1s a
very peculier, seclusive person who now lives in
Vienna. It has been said thaet she hed affairs with
several men in turn, one of whom was a Jew., It is

believed thet she 1s mentally reterded.
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(11) There ere roports of two children
who died in infency before Adolf was born. One of
these may have been Edmund, or Gustaf, mentioned by

some informants., L

¥ 4

Se Boyhood Resctions, Activities, ond Interests

Very little relisblc information exists as to
Hitler's childhood. Most informents, however, agrec

on tha followlng points:
(a) Physical Weakness.- fdolf was a frail lad,

thin end pale. He did not participate in any athletics
or enjoy herd physical exercise. He was sensitive

and liked to be with his mother, look a2t books, sketch
landscapes; or teke walks by himself. He llked to
daydream about Germeny's wars, but he did nothing to
fit himself to be & soldier. When he tired of school
(ashamed of his inferiority in scholership), he beceme
nervously sick (feigned lung trouble), and his mother
permitted him to drop out and stey at home.

(b) Low Tolerance of Frustration.- One can be
certain that, es s child, Adolf reacted violently to
frustration. He undoubtedly had temper tantrums
which were rawarded by his mother's ready complianco
to his wisﬂea. (This was his wey of "courting the
aoul of the common peoplae".) He waa slso finnicky

about food, we can be sure.
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(¢) Rebelliousness and Repented Aggression.-
4t home discipline was capricious: His fathor was
often unusunlly severe, his mother inordinetely
lenient. £As a result, he developed no steady and
consistent character: he alternated betwoen subservicnco
(to placate his father) and unruliness.

(1) Lensing: His first teecher
reccalled,,..that he was a quarrelsoms,
stubborn lad who smoked cigarets end cigar
stubs collected from the gutter or begged
from rolsterers in the publlec houses.

(11) Hanish reports thet Hitler
told him that the people of the Innviertel
were greet brawlers and that, as a boy,
he used to love to watch thelr fights.
flso, that he used to enjoy visiting a
fine oxhibition in Linz of deadly weapons.
What others abhorred appesled to him.
(N.B,, Here is feir evidence of reprossed
aggression (sadism) during boyhood.)

(1i1) Hitler, as a mere boy of ten,
becemo passionately intercsted in reading
about the "emazingly victorious campailgn
of the heroic German armies during the
Franco-Prussian War'". Soon this had be-
?ume “m¥ greatest spiritual experience'.

¥.K. B).

(1v) I raved more and more obout .
everything connceted with war or militarism.

(M.K. 8)e

(v) A careful oxsmination of the
first chapter of MEIN KAMPF will convinco
any psychologically trained reader that
Adolf's vigorous ndvocacy of the cause of
Germany ns opposed to thet of iustrla from
the age of eleven onward roprescnted o
legitimate substitute for his reprcssaed
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rcbellion ogeinst his father. Inspired by his
history teacher, Professor Poctsch (father-
surrogete), and a long linec of Germen military
heroes, the boy could gilve vent to his pent-up
rescntment by publicly procleiming his devotion
to the German Reich of Biasmark and vchemently
denouncing the authority of Austria (symbol of
his father). In MEIN KAMPF Hitler writes at
length of his possession of

(vi) «e.8n intense love for my netive
German-fustrian country and a bittcr hatred
egainst the 'Austrian' State. (M.K. 22-23).

Speaking of the youthful Nationellst movement
he jJolned, he writes:

(vili) +..1t 13 rebellious; it wears the
forbidden emblem of its own netionality and
rejoices in being punished or even in being
beaten for wearing that emblep...the greeting
was 'Heil'; end 'Doutschland ubef alles' was
praferred to the imperial anthem, desplte
warnings end punishments. (F.K. 15).

It was during these days that he first began

to play the rble of e young agitator.

(viil) I believe that oven then my
ability for making specches was tralned by
the more or less stirring discussions with
my comrades...For obvious reesons my father
could not appreciate the talent for oratory
of his quarrclsome son. (M.K. 7).

The boy's i1deas of greatest glory revolved round

the wvictories of the Franco-Prussian War,

(ix) Why wes it that Austria had not
taken part also in this wer, why not my father
vee? (M.,Ks 9). T had dauIéeHIg Nno sympAthy
for the course my father's 1ife hed tekaen.

(K. 7)« During the years of my unruly youth
nothing hed gricved me more then having been born



ot o time when temples of glory werc only
grocted to merchants or State officiaols
(his father's profession). (M.,K. 204).
I, too, wanted to beccome 'something' --
but in no event an offiecisl. (M.K. 25).
Theso quotations supply further cvidonce
of Adolf's repressed hatred of his fether ond of the

foct thet negativism end wilfulness had become es-
tablished patterns before puberty.
(d) Passivity, or Illness, as licans of
Resistance.- Hitler menifested s significant aspect
of his nature when he determined to frustrete hias
fathor's intention to mekec a civil scrvant out of
him, The policy he sdopted was that of rcsistaence '
through indolence and passivity.
(1) I was certein thet as soon o8
my father saw my lack of progross in school
' veshe would let mo seck the happiness
of which I was dreaming., (M.K. 14).
..Latar,'aﬁter his father's death, when he wanted
to leave school, he won his mother's consont by making
‘himself giclk.

(i) Improssed by my illness my mother
agrecd at long last to take me out of school...

(F.K. 24).

After this he spent two yeers of shiftless
sctivity eround the house, which set the pattorn
for his passive drifting end droaming deys in Vienna.
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(¢) Lock of Friends.~- No friendships dating
from boyhood have ever becn mentloned and 1t 1s not
1ikely that the boy was at all popular with his class-
motes. During sdolescence he wes said to be quiet,
sarious, drecamy end tacliturn.

(f) Sexual ¥isbechavior. A Nazi who visited
Leonding much later and looked up the school records
there found evidence that at the age of cleven or
twelvo Adolf hed committed a serious sexual 1ndiscre-
tion with a2 1little girl. For this he was punlshed

but not expelled from school.

4, Coneclusions

(a) Hate for Father, Love for Nother, (Ocdipus

Complex), This hes been noted and strocssed by numerous
psychologists; end some evidence for it has becn listed
hore. Rercly mentionecd but equelly importent 1s:

(b) Respect for Power of Father, Contempt for

mweakness of Mother., Hitler 1s certeinly not a typical

product of the Ocdipus complox, ond morc can be lcarnﬁd
about the underlying forces of his cheracter by
observing which perent he has emulnted, rather then
which parent he has loved. In MEIN KAMPF, he wrltes,

"T hed respected my father, but I loved my mother."
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He might bettcr heve seid, "I loved my mother, but
I rospceted my father", boceausc respoet has always

meant morc to him than love.

(e¢) Idcntification with Fathcr. Although Fitler

hes not the physihuainr tomperament of his old man,
being constitutionally of another type, it is evident
thet he has imitated, consciously or unconsciously,
many of his father's treits and nonc of his mother's.

(d) Adolf Hitler's will to power, his pride,
aggressiveness and cult of brutality are all in
keeping with what we know of the persons’ity and
conduct of Alois Hitler. The son's declcration that
he has demanded nothing but sacrifices from hls ad-
herents is certainly reminiscent of the father's
attitude toward wife and children.

(i) +..his son has undoubtedly in-
herited, amongst other qualities, a stubborn-

neas similar to his own... (M.K. 14).

(e) The father's loud, boastful, and perhaps
drunken, talk, at home and at the pub (described by
some informants), may well have provided his young
son with an impressive model for smulation. The
notion of being a village pastor had appesled to
Alois Hitler and that of being an abbot appesled
to his boy, no doubt for the same reason -- the

opportunity it afforded for oratory.



- 110 =

(f) Father and son each left home to seek his
fortune in Vienna. In MEIN KAMPF thers are several
indications that the image of his father's success

in Vienna acted as & spur.

(1) I, too, hoped to wrest from Fate
the success my father had met fifty years
garlier..«. {I':.K. EE}-

(11) And I would overcome these

obstacles, always bearing in mind my father's

example, who, from being a poor villagse boy

and a cobbler's apprentice, hed made his way

up to the position of civil servant. (M.K. 28).

(g) Adolf Hitler sported a walrus moustache
1ike his father's for a number of years. He finally
trimmed it in imitation of a new exempler, Feder.

(h) Adolf Hitler's invariable uniform and
pistol mey well have been suggested by Alois Hi%ler'a
uniform and pisteol (1 (d)).

(1) It is seid that Alois Hitler hed a great
respect for the class system; was proud of his rise
in status; envied those above him and looked down
upon those below him. If this 1s trus, the father
was instrumental in establishing a pattern of senti-
ments which was of determining importence in his son's
career. Adolf Hitler hes always been envious of hls

superiors and deferential; he has never showed any

affinity for the proletariat.
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(]} 4delf BEitler has hung a portrait of his
father over the desk in his study at Berchtesgaden.
This 1s & signel hpnor, since the likeness of only
thraoc other men -- Prederick the Great, Karl von
oltke, ond Musaolini -- have boon selectad for

inelusion in any of Hitler's rooms., There is no-

whersa any plcture of hlszs mothor.




- 112 -

Alois, it is said, was a smoker, a drinker and
a lecher; and today hils son is remarkable for his
abstemliousness. Thus, in these reapects the two
are different., But we should not forget that Adolf
used to pick up cigar butts and amoke them as a h;g;
he drank beer and wine in his early Munich days; and
in the laat fifteen years has shown a good deal of"
interest in women.

There can be no doubt then that Hitler greatly
envied and admired the power and authority of his
father; and although he hated him as the tyrant who
opposed and frustrated him personally, he looked on
him with awe, and asdmiration, desiring to be as he
was. OSpeaking of his old man, the son confessed in
his autobiography that "unconsciously he had sown
the seeds for s future which neither he nor I would
have grasped at that time." (¥.K. 24). Henceforth
Adolf Hitler's attention and emulation was only to
be evoked by a dominating ruthless man, and 1f this
men happened to be in opposition to him, then he
would hate and respect him simultansously. Hitler's
admiration for strongly enduring institutlions was
very similar, it seems, to his admiration for his

gixty-year-old parent. He writes:.
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(1) .+..incredibly vigorous power thst
inhabits this age-o0ld institution (Catholie
Churc-h] .

(11) ...he (Lueger) was disposed...to
secure the favor of any exlsting powerful
institutions, 1in order that he might derive
from these old sources of strength the
greatest possible advantage...

(k) Identification with Mother.- In Hitler's

constitution there is a large gynic (feminine)
component and he has many faminine.traits, some
hidden. Consequently, in view of his avowed love
for his mother, we must suppose that there was a
dispositional kinship or bilological identification,
ﬁﬁtween the two during the boy's earliest years.
Adolf naturally and spontaneously felt the way

his mother felt. This, however, was not of his

own making., There 1s some evidence that in Hitler's
mind "Germany" is a mystical conception which stands
for the ideal mother--a substitute for his own im-
perfect mother. But there are no indications, in
eny event, that Hitler admired his mother ‘or any
woman who resembled her, or thot he adopted any

of her sentiments, or that hs ﬁas aven influenced
by her in any important way. Hence, the conclusion
1s that Hitler had many traits in common with his
mother; but that he repudiated these traits as
evidences of weakness and femininity, and in so

dolng repudliated her.



(k) Rejection of Mother,~ To the extent that

Hitler respected and emulated his father, he dis-
respected and denied. his mother. Some evidence to
demondtrédte this point will be brought forward in a

r i/
later section. Hitler probably loved his mother very
much as a person; but his strong dependent attachment
to her was a humiliating sign of his incapacity to
take care of himself, and hence he was forced to be-
little the relationship, At sighteen years he was too
near to her weakness, not feminine enough and yet not
male enough, to respect her. He writes:

(1) I owe much to the time in which

I had learned to become hard (in Vienna)...

I pralse 1t even more for having rescued

me from the emptiness of an easy 1ife (in

Linz with his mother), that it took the

mllksop out of his downy nest and gave

him Dame Sorrow for a foster mother...

(M.K. 29).

"Hanlseh reports that in Vienna Hitler mani-
fested a "queer ideslism about love"; but had very
little respect for the femals sex. Every woman he
believed could be had. This remark falls in with
the evidence to be presented later which suggeata that
for a time Adolf was indignant with his mother for
submitting to his father, and in the end scorned her

for so dolng. Since he has always been



contemptuous of physical weskness, one might expsct
him to be contemptuous of women; and there are some
facts to show that this is true. It is even poasible
that after Herr Hitler's death the adolescent Adolf,
adopting his father's rBle to some extent, sometimes
lashed his mother with insolent words and maybe struck
her. If this were true, it would help explain hils
exceeding grief on the occasion of her death, gullt
contributing to his dejection, and it might explain a
striking passage in MEIN KAMPF in which Hitler des-
cribes the typical lower class family.

(L) Vhen, at the age of fourteen, the
young lad is dismissed from school (Adolf
dropped school when he was about sixteen
years), 1t is difficult to say which is
worse: his unbelievable ignorancs as far
as knowledge and ability are concerned, or
the biting impudence of his behavior, com-
bined with an immorality which makes one's
hair stend on end, considering his age
(Adolf's immorality came to the notice of
his teachers at the age of twelve years)...
The three-year-old child has now become a
youth of fifteen who despises all authority
(Recall Adolf's conflict with his father)...
Now he loiters about, and God' only knows when
he comes home (See p. 7,.s."caused my mothsr
much grief, made me anything but a stay-at-
homa"%.; for a change he may even beat the
poor creature who was once hls mother, curses
God and the world... (M.K. 43-44),

(1) Evidence will be advanced later to show
that one of the most potent impressions of Hitler's

early 1ife was that of a relationship in which a

-
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a domineering and severe old man (his father) bullied

and scornfully maltreated a gentle and compliant woman

(his mother). The effects of being reared under these

conditions were lasting: the experience made it im-
possible for him to bellesve in, hope for, or enjoy a
relatlionship marked by peace, love, and tenderness.
(m) The outstanding press of the boy's early
1ife were those of p - Aggression and p - Rejection,

The former came mostly from his father; the latter from
many people., Among the specific csuses of this idea
of having been rejected we would list (1) the birth
of a younger slster, Paula, in 1895 or 1896; (2) the
opposition of his father; (3) his repeated failures
at school; (4) his lack of friends; (5) the death
of both parents, making 1t necessary for him, a
penniless uneducated and unemployed orphan, to facs
the world alone. The sense of being rejected by his
family 1a3 in many passages expressed in connection
with his feecling of being excluded from membership
in thse German nation. This point will be taken up
latsr, |
(1) Are we not the same as all the

other Germans? Do we not all belong to-

gather? This problem now began to whirl

through my 1ittle head for the first time.

After cautlious questioning, I heard with

envy the reply that not cvery German was

fortunate enough to belong to Bismarck's
Reich., This I could not underatand. (M.K, 9).
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(1) An unnatural separation from the
great common Motherland. (M,N,0, 459).

(n) Repudiation of Past Self and Family Connections.

Knowing Hitler's fanatical sentiments against mixed
marriages, impure blood, the lower classes, and the
Jewish race, it is important to note the following
facts:

(1) His forebears come from a region in
which the blood of Bavarians, Bohemians, Moravians,
Czechs, and Slovakians have mixed for generations.
Without doubt all of these strains are represented
in him.

(i1) His father was 1llegltimste; his grand-
father may have been a Vienness Jew.

(111) His godfather, Herr Prinz, was a
Viennese Jew.

(1iv) His father had three wives, one a
waitress, one a domestic servant, and a number of
women on the side (hsarsay).

(v) His father begot at least one child
out of marriage.

(vi) Klara Poelzl, his mother, was Alols
Hitler's second cousin once removed and also his ward
(twenty-three ycars younger)., Special permission from

the Church had to be obtained before he could marry her.
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(vii) Angela Hitler, Adolf's older half-
sister, ran a restaurant for Jewish students in Vionna.

(viii) Paula Hitler, Adolf's younger sister,
was the mistress of a Viennese Jew for a while.

(ix) A cousin of Hitler's is feeble-minded,
most of the other members of his clan are ignorant,
1lliterate, or mentally retarded. He himself had to
ropeat the first yeer of Realschule (Technical High

School) and failed to graduate.

Thus, Hitler hes spent a good part of his life
cursing and condemning people who belong to his layer
of soclsty, who resemble members of his own clan, who
have characteristics sirilar to his own. On the other
hand, thc ideal he has set up, the person he pretends
to be, 1s the exact oprosite of all this. We have =

falrly clear case, then, of Counteraction against

inferiority feelings and self-contempt. Betwean

1908, when he left, and 1938, after the Anschluss,
Hitler never visited his home, ahd never communicated
with his releatives (except in the case of his half-
slster Angela). Unlike Napoleon, he did not carry his
family along with him as he ascandad to tho heights

of power. In this we see a Rejection of his past self

and famlily connections.
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(o} Identification with Germany.- Hitler's

egocontrism has always been so marked; he hes been
such a Bohemian, if not a lone wolf, in many phascs of
h¥s career that his undoubted devotion to Germany strikes
oné as most unusual. Since thils devotlion begen at an
early age and waes the factor, more than any other, which
decided that he would become & supreme success rather
than an utter failure, it is worth while noting here
the forces so far mentioned which brought ebout this
intense insociation:

(i) Influence of Ludwig Poetsch, hils
teacher, who, serving as a substitute father,
glorified the history of Germany and presented
Bismark's Reich as an 1deal.

(11) 1Influcnce of a strong nationalist
assoclation emong Hitler's classmetes,

(111) Cathoxis of power. The figures of
Frederick the Great,Bismerck and others offerecd better
foeci of admiretion than did Austrian heroes.

(iv) Insociation with a more powerful nation
satisfied his youthful pride, raised his status in his

ovn cyes, and allowed him to reject his inferior

Austrian self.
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(v) Heightoned cathexis of an object behind
a barrier. This is a general principle: that an
individual will idealize an object that he ean not
quite attain -- so near but yet so far. In this
connection 1t 1s interesting to note that the great
majority of dictators have not been natives of the
country that they came to dominate. Hitler's con-
tinued sympathy for Germans outside the Reich is evi-
dently a projection of his own self-pity as an Ost-
merkian,

(v-1) (Memel returns to the

Reich) I thereby lead you back into that

home which you have not forgotten and which

has never forgotten you. (M,N.0., 614),

(vi) Displacement of defiance against
the father., By identifying himself with Germany, the
boy Adolf found an object even greater than his stern
father, which permitted him to give vent to his frus-
trated rebelliousness agains£ his Austrian parent.

(vii) Germany g3 a substitute mother,
In view of the press rejection suffered in childhoced,
it 1s likely -- and much evidence for this hypothesis
will be presented later -- that Germany represented

8 kind of foster perent. It is even posaible that

Hitler as a child entertained a foster parent fantasy.
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Hc speaks of being Bavarian by blood, a statement.for
which there 1s no known justification, This point will
be fully discussed later in desecribing his devotions
to Germany's cause in 1918, the hour of her decepest
humilistion. In many places Hitler spooks of Germany:
in words that one might use in spesking of a beloved

woman:

(vii - 1) ...the longing grew
stronger to go there {Germany% where
sinee my early youth I hed becn drawn
by secrat wlshes and seccret love.
(M.K. 151), :

(vii = 2) "hat I first had
looked upon as an impasseble chasm
now spurred me on to s greater love
for my country than ever before.
(M.K. 55).

(vii - 3) Heiden, quoting
from Hitler: The hundreds of thou-
sands who love thelr country morac
than enything else must also be
loved by their country more than
anything else.

(vii - 4) I appeal to those
who, severed from the motherland,
have to fight for the holy treasure
of their language...and who now in
painful emotion long for the hour
that will allow them to return to
the arms of the beloved mother...
(M.K. 181).

The common exprossion for Germans 1s Fatherland,
but Hitler very often substitutes Motherland, He

speaks of "the common motherlnnﬂ," "the great German
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motherlend," "the German mothcr of 211 1life",

This is not unnsturel, sincc he, once a very de-
pendent adolescent, was left penniless ond unbe-
friended aftor the death of his mothsr. We are
not surprlsed, therefore, to f;nﬁ him speaking of
belng removed "from the emptiness of an easy life,
that it took the milksop out of his downy nest and
gave him Dame Sorrow for a foster mother" and
speeking also of the time "when the Joddess of
Misory took me into her arms'". It is reported
that he wos mothered by several older lcciss in
hias ecarly Munich deys and scemaed to find comfort
in such rclationships. 1In 1920, for example, he
found a sort of home with Frau Hoffman., He always
had to send her, eccording to Heiden, his latest
portrait, on which he would write, for examplo:
"To my dear, faithful littlE.HDthﬂr, Christmas,

1925, from her respectful Adolf Hitler,"
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