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REPORT ON ARTHUR POPE'S SECOND INTERVIEW WITH PUTZI HANFSTAENGL.

-

Here is the second installment of Arthur Upham Pope's rerent interview

;]

with Putzi. Poje, who has known Putzi sine~e 1905, is favorably impressed with

his attitude and gensral utility as a point of referenre to Nazi offinrial

s

(

psychology and European reartions.
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MEMORANDUM ON AN INTERVIEW ON NOVEMBER 11-12, 19543

I spent the last 24 hours with our informant which
ineluded approximately 8 to 10 hours of conversation on
a great varlety of toples.

i I had not seen him for nearly five years and was
surprised to find a very gresat improvement in coherence,
Intellectual r?spanaibility, continulty of attention,
good sense In successful correlastion of a very veried
background of lacts); personal experience and reading,

He 1s emotionally more mature than I have seen him
since student days. While he deeply resents his imprisonment,
he acknowledges that ne has learned a great desl from it
and admits certain wholesome, corrections to his general out-
look.

His resentment of his imprlsonment is not so much in
the terms of personal hardship or even discomfort or 1limi-
tatlon of [reedom, although d11 these things counted, as
much as 1t was resentment over the diminution of his impor-
tance, It has naturally Bean very difficult for him to
accommodate himself to being a nobody after having exercised
great power and there 1s no doubt that he had information
and ideas which could have been of great use to the British

eauthorities.
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He does resllze that his aggressive and ccntamptuaua
manner naturally alienated the sympathy of British Offi-
clals with consequent neglect, which was very humiliating.
But he was agitated and angry because hils advice was nat‘
sought even in the most casual manner when Hess arrived,
He said, "I was the only man who could throw any real
light on the total situation. After all, I had seen and
observed Hess closely for a good many years and knew
about his relations, and I could have given them some very
excellent advice as to how to extract the greatest value
out of Hess' trip, But the British handled the whole
matter with incredible stupidity"; and it was rage at
thls s tupldity &s much as anything that disturbed him.

He insisted the British were clumsy and short-sighted
‘and had thrown away remarkable opportunities because of
the nsglect of obvlious procedures which shéuld have fol=-
lowed the landing.

The story of Hess' landing was rslatively com-
plately published at the end of the first 48 hours., In
that time the Berlin radio revealed consternstion and
confusion in German high quarters with its random beating
around for plausible explanations which were self-
contradlctory, but wnlcn were also very revealing of the

internal situatlon.



Qur informant is quite convinced that Hess' flight

was motivated by fear of his life, Hitler's manner to

. Hess during the preceding month had certain features in
common with his attitude to others whom Hitler had marked
for death, =

Our informant thought that the proper procedure
should have been that at least ninety days' silence be
followed by false reports of landing in southern Ireland--
8 maneuver which, properly handled, would have exposed
the hend of Nazl agents in De Valera's Eire., After this
rumor had extracted all that was possible it could have
been followed by the stetement that a wrecked plane had
been found in the Orkneys with personal effects showing
that Hess hed been lost. This would have brought & new
flood of explanations from Berlin,

There are other provocative rumors which could have
produced reveeling reactions from Berlin. He was quite
ready to elaborate indefinitely on these possibilities
of evoking these self-revesaling explanations.

He 1s fundementally bitter and contemptuous of

. Hitler, but deeply and I think permanently pro-German,
He even thinks there 1s a possibllity he might sometime
‘have & rOle to play in German reconstruction, This is
>bviously & hope which he has turned over in his mind

often and derlived from it &8 certein consoslation,



Hls acceptance of the news is tinged with & pro-
German feeling, He takes & dlscernible satisfaction in
German news reports that show that the German line is
holding. He kept saying last night, "They are holding,
no break,.,.." He evaded my request for a concise com-
parison of the German communigués with other Official
reports, saying they waré both summarlies anyway and that
differences were unimportant., He obviously preferred
to believe the best face the German communiqué% put on
the news.

He did say, however, that he was definitely and
completely committed to the United Nations and America,
When his son entered the U,S,Army that finslly closed
things for him and sutomatically excommunicated him from
the society of German-prisonars, and that his pro-
Americanism nearly got him lynched in the prison camp in
Canada.

Of Hitler he seid that he had only once seen him
in a willd rage; often excited and declaring fire and
fury eagalnst all his enemies, but only once in & real
destructive .nadness,

Of' many reveallng remarks he made &bout Hitler
one was that nis emotional drive hau over-simplified his

whole program,



Everything Hitler planned, while it might be in
great detail, took insufficient eccount of other realities.
Concrete situations that were not in the program were not
only ignored but positively obliterated from the picture,
There was very little awareness or calculation of imponder-
ables and insufficlent adjustment for the unexpected,

In a burst of vivid and audacious eloquence which
cannot be entirely recaptured, he sald thet Hitler was
like a man trylng to play Tristan without using the black
notes; "that he Just would not have chromatism; that sll
of it had got to be straightforward in the key of C major;
that he woula take & big pair of pliers, castrate the
demned pianoforte and tear the black keys out of the key-
board, They were non-Aryan enyway. Then he zould pley
Iristan on the white keys alone." ;

Again he, in an oratoricsl outburst that had in it
some reelly hard and honest thinking, declered thst German
culture of the present had resulted in the creation of a
natlon of Machine-Beasts whose operations could be counted
upon, wno could bs controlled like mschines &nd driven
to feroclous and destructive extremes, He believes that
thils was not peculiarly German but that the modern man

end the wodern age severywnere contsinsd this potentiality



only it had been carried out with greater thoroughness
end to a greater extreme in Germeny than enywhere else,
Perhaps that was in the German character., He stated
that this hed been impressively revesled to him through
his &ssoclation with hundreds of German war prisonsrs,
whom he has observed with some care and with a sense of
historical perspective, He found in them all this virile
and robust element which made them marauders at heart

and this merauding temperament had been evoked and de-
veloped with skill and ruthlessness,

This "marauding" element was certesinly cheracteris-
tie of the German youth of today and it was the pivot,
the fulcrum, the Arghimadian point which Hitler used to
pry up the 0ld Order. And it was used to grest advantage
because he was clever enough to seize on this insight and
to understand that if properly used it would enormously
fortify his power, snd the force that hs exerted on this
Archimedian point was all derived from one source-=his
vocal chords, '

The Nazi regime was made possible by the adroit
utilization of the fulerum provided by the marauding
temperament, and the lever was Hitler's oratory, If one
of Hitler's vocal chords had sver been cut, his lever

would never have worked,
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He gave an excellent description of Nazl dentality,
containing nothing really new, but very picturesocue and
characteristic interpretetions of their susceptibility to
display of force, confidence and resolution, Ha‘made it
the cornerstone of his own poliey to try to'effect some
rapprochement between the new German regime and the
United States. His policy was to try to convince Hitler
and the Nezis of the immense power of America, that it
ultimately would decide any issue of & generel war, éﬁﬁ
1 the Nazls were reckless and unressonables, there weas
not the slightest doubt that America would, as before,
come in egainst Germany with irresistible force.

fiitler, however, he said, was constantly listening
to Chicago Germans who were strongly infected with iso-
lationism, and who were gquite unrealistic as regards
both Germany and the United States, in the Doctor's
opinion. If our State Department, the Doctor seid over
and over again, had only supported some of his pollicles,
teken the hints he was trying to give, and had played a
strong hand in Germany, he velleved there would have
been no general war, This ran into long discussion,
and more detalls can be given If needead,

Briefly, he reported that the Nazis were both

resentful and contemptuous of the weak showing that we



made at Berlin. We took over an old palace on the
Pariserplatz, and did not even freshen up the fagade, but
left it shabby. This was & real monument in one of the
most critical spots in &ll Germany. The Germans resented
American parsimony as ;n insult, They said it was the

kind of Legation you would expect of the Yugoslavs--

but not from the United States. And from this, the Germeans
both high and low, found it easy to accept the slogans of
effete, tinid and penny=-pinching democreacy--the very

fagade of the building proved itl!

He insisted the Legation should have been at lsast
five or slx times as large--better, ten times as large;
instead of two automoblles, they should have kept at
least & dozen Cedillacs and Packards, rolling around
Berlin, to be seen Bverywhara; The Embassy should have
been staffed with strong and resolute men and lots of
handsome, robust women--preferably the Mae West typel

Moreover, he said, Dodd was the last man who should
have been sent to Germany then, We should have looked
for some hard-bolled business man who had the force of
Theodore Hoosevelt, who could stick to big issues and
hemmer them with big blows, and be not afrald of stralght,
strong talk, The Doctor thinks 1t e thousand pltlies that
the Americen rearmament program wes so slow In petting

under way, &nd that the President could not have dune

even more than ne did in bullding up the Navy.



The Ambassador should have seid in firm tones at
least as rar back as 1936: "If Germany starts a new
war, be absolutely certain that America is coming in
and coming in hard, . . . While you think we have only
six battleships, I can tell you privately, Herr Hitler,
that we have fourteen bullding." Even though & bluff, the
bluff would have worked.

1 contested this Interpretation, and these posthumous
recommendations, in a variety of ways, urging that Hitler's
motivations were of such compulsive, not to 88y even con=
vulsive character, that his whole emotional 1ife as well
as hls program insatiably demanded aggression and expan=-
sion; and that if blcck;d by the United States, he would
still have found some way to wreak his conquering will on
suffering, cringing people; that this was a compulsion he
could never resist,

To which the Doctor replied: "Yes, madman he 1s--
but-don't forget that a madman, particularly & medmsn like
Hitler, understands perfectly the muzzle of a gun when
it 1s held up to his face. He knows what is behind that
little circle; and however wild and incoherent he 1is,
or how intense his motivation, the cocked and loaded gun
is even more powerful,"

He 1s certain that even Hitler could have been

stopped, Naturally, he thinks he was frustreted in a
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great effort to save the world from & world war, But this
is not a post hoc thought or ambition,.

Dr, Phyllis Ackerman had some long talks with him
in Berlin in 1933, in which he elaborated this point,
sald that his function was to restrain and try to civil-
ize the new regime, that it was wild end violent but
that it could and would quiet down and become more rea-
sonable, That was his job and he had to exerclse a good
deal of skill in trying to carry it through. He repeated
a good deel of this to me in 13937. I believe it repre-
sents & sincere and genuine policy of which he was pretty
clearly aware at the beginning.

Of Ambessador Dodd he was partlcularly scornful,
He said he was a trivial, pedantlic "professor"--the last
person in the world who could have eny effect on the
Nezls, That he could not speak German and should not
have tried., That he only annoyed and confused people.
The Doctor had arranged for him a two-hour secret inter-
view with Hitler; he coached Dodd in advance, urging him
to lmpress Hitler with the stupendous power of America,
end that 1t would inevitaebly become involved in any
world conflict, No one knew sbout this appolntment ex-
cept Hitler and Dodd, but Dodd talked throughout the
interview as if he had a hot potato in hls nouth; his

mushy enunclation partliculerly annoyed Hitler, his
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fumbling for words still more., And the pedantic and
dreary detail which he could not follow reduced him to
fury and contempt. Hitler told the Doctor afterward,

"I scarcely understood anything this man said"--and then
lmitated his enunclation,

Dodd, agaln seeing Germany through s tudent eyes,
trying to recall the intellectual Germany he had known
in hls youth, which was grotesquely out of place in the
brutality end madness thet was riding hard in Berlin,
invited a number of ofi'iclals to an affair at the Zmbassy
on Lincoln's Birthday, where he gave agein a two-hour
typleally professorial pedantic disquisition, with many
I'ine halr-splltting points thet noovody in his sudience
understood, and certainly cared nothing about--but which
might have made an impression, if the work of & Ph,D.
candldate appealing for professorisl spproval, Dodd
seems to nave t hought this affuair a suceess, The Doctor
sgys it was a grotesque lailure,

Thla serles of week &nd unrealistic approaches and
experiments convinced Hitler and others in tne Nazi
nlgh régime tnat America was nothing to be feared and
need hardly bu t aken into serious account as a potential
enemy, though others in the German Intullig:eunce service
fed different views and did report on at least the

potential power of America, But the dominant conclusion
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seems to have been (if the Doctor is ripgh't) that this
time America would do nothing; that she was too disil-
lusion=d by the last war, too shocked by ner own sco-
nomic problems and politically divided; énd too incdolent
and too selfish to care much about Europe.and the rest of
the world,

After the Dodd Interview, of which Hitler told
Neursthn, Neurath exploded in wrath and lamentations,
saying to the Doctor--"How could you ever do such a
terrible thing to me?" The Doctor replisd thst he ought
to be on his knees thanking him for what he was doing--
saying in effect, "I em fighting your battles. I told
Dodd %o put it up strongly to Hitler that Americs had
both the power snd the w 111, &and any aggressive eXpén-
slon would ultimately bring an evalanche upon us"--
(words to that effect). He said Neurath seemed & little

mollified,

— — — — —

The Doctor says he nsver once called Hitler "Der

Fuebrer." He did not bellisve in the fuehrer principe

and thought it wes full of d enger, He, of course, had to
selute--"Hell Hitler"; but he did it with the old crooked-

arm saslute, not with the more fanstic straipght-arm pesture.
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And on other occaslons when he had to use the most formal
address, he always used "Herr Heichskancellor,"
Apparently, he was the only man in the Iimmediate
entourage who withheld the preferrsd title,
.

HITLER'S WM-“THOD OF SPZAKING

Eech polnt 1s written down on a separate sheet of
paper, At the top of each sheet is about fifteen words.
Then he eslaborates thst and goes on to the next point.
wach speech has to cover the ground that was ziven in
nis preceding speeches and perhsps give a new point;
but he always has to start at the bsginning in order to
get under way and consequently in speeches like his

last, four-fifths or nine-tenths is old s tuff.

— e e e

The Doctor still seems & bit "whacky" ebout the
Jews, He always was resentful »f them, slthough he says
there are sone very fine ones and amng them he has real
friends., The s ources of ressntment are some of them
normal &nd understandable., They stem from & conf'lict
with certalin s tandards of honour which the Doector holds
primel end constitutional, He cites instances out of

his own experlence of Jews double-crossing one another,
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or selling one another out; &and has & very amusing story
about & Jew who said to one of the Nazi blg shots, "You
don't know how to put on a really effective antl-Semitle
campeign, You have got to get a Jew to run it for you."

There 1s no question whatever that Rosenberg is
partly Jewlsh, and assoclated wlth Jewlsh women con-
stantly, though perhaps not for the last year or so, be-
cause several times he got himselfl into dangerous situ-
ations, The fact was known to Hitler end conclusive
evidence several times set before him,

But the Uoctor is less sgitated and less unreason-
apble about the Jews than ne wasz: in 1925, wheﬁ I first
discussed with him in Munich &nd the problem of the Jews
in Ga{?an life., In his copy of the recently published

translation of Borchardt's Force and Freedom, which he

lent mg, he has underlined in red svery derogatory
reference to the Jews,

It seemed to me, however, that his attitude toward
the Jews, while expressing more emotion than lact or
reason, had no morbid or irrastional character. ‘/hereas
in previous years he wanted to hammer at lsngth on the
subjzet, he wazs at this time ready to drop the subject
quleckly, and just announced certaln coneclusions, certain

attitudes; although he did recur to the subject frequently.
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NOTES ON EENST JUNGER

1., The Doctor 1s very much impressed by this man,
and insisted slmost es & personsl favor that I keep this
clearly in mind. He acted as if he were telling me
something of pgreat importance based on explicit first hand
information and of which he was deeply convinced., He is
conf'ident that Jﬁnger is the coming man; that he is a man
of' very strong character, that he is s very able, patriotie,
Intelligent person and that peopls regard him with immense
respect: thet Hitler knows of him and fears him. Although
he i1s known to be in Germeany, and in contect with his
assoclates, he moves around a great desl, and the Gestapo
have not been able to put their hands on him.

I will pursue this further--but the Doctor insisted
over &and over again that héra was the great and coming
man--the man certaln to exercise decisive power., It was
almost the f irst thing he sald to me when we were slone
and the last thing he charged me with, as if he thought
1 could communicate this where it would count,

2. Our informant repeatedly stressed the importance
of Ernst Jﬁnger who, he assures ae, is & man of immense

character, capaclty, influence, He belleves he is the
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coming man in Germeny and that although he is in con-

stant denger, he manages to evade apprehension and is

known to & very large number of undér-covar, liberal anti-
Nazl foreces in Germany. He kept recurring to this theme
and urged me to pass along his views with any endorsement

I eould give. He kept stressing thet this is the real man
end that he is important to know. I didn't press him for
detalls; perhaps they are already known to your office, If
I should come again, I'll ask lots of questions, I think

1 could easlly get the whole s tory.
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