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RKPORI' ON NAZI PS!l-"HOLOGY AND 'lHB SEVEN YURS WAR . 

I thought you might be interested in the attaohod report on Putzi ' a 

ree.etion to a state Department study or the Seven Years War. Coebbal.a has . 
re~ent1y bean ueing t his a s the t heme ror h1a domeati~ propaeanda in the Re1~b. 
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Janua17 13, 19ff 

·· I delivered to Dr. s. 7eaterda'1 atternoon a atud7 

ot the Seven Years War. !bis study waa appare~t~7 pro­

pared with the idea that it lllif,Sht ~ suggest to the Dootor 

eo .. way ot attacking or rotut1ng the German Frederiokian 

propaganda. I had an opportunit,. to read this uaorandum 

onl7 once and the Doctor during my visit merel7 glanced 

through it, remarking that it seemed very well done. 

The memorandum itaelt expresses doubt that an7 

direot attack can be made on the Frederickian legend 

and Dr. s. aeemed yeatorda'J, at leaat, of the aame optnion. 

He atated that in pointing out how German propaganda is 

now drumm1ng into the ainda of the German people the 

Fredorickian legend of indolllitable reaistance in the face 

ot disaater, he did not intend to auggeat that this propa­

ganda waa susceptible ot d~ect refutation. It waa hie 

purpose in pointing out the use being made ot the Seven 

Years War by German propa&andists to overcome the ettecta 

ot recent bombinga and lllilitary defeats to focus atten-
~ . 

t1on on the frame of aiD4 which German propaganda was 

endeavoring to build up in the German people and to warn 

ua that it waa unwiae to asaume by analogy from the laat 

war that preaent German7 would equall'J auddenl7 oollapae. 
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.(a reported in an earlier .. morandum, the Doctor poi.Jlte 

ou~ that the Kaiaer•s adYiaers did not bave . the aame 

peraonal experience o~ aurYival of disaater which 1a 

abared by all the principal leaders o~ the Had party, 

nor did the Kaiser haYe at his disp~sal a propaganda 

-chine, alert, deterained, and conscious o~ ita a.1u. 

The Doctor ~eela that the only action which can be 

taken t o offset the Preder1ckian propaganda 1a ~or thoae 

who control American propaganda to adopt an equall.7 

serious a nd unified point o~ view. Our present propa­

ganda effort, in the Doctor's opinion, gives eYidance 

o~ lack of coordination of thought. We first build up 

exoeaaive optimiam and are then compelled to preaob 

againat that same optimism; authorities contradict eam 

other and the inevitable result, he feels, muat be the 

development of a spirit ot skepticiam with regard to all 

o~fioial pronouncement•• The Doctor, who as you kDow baa 

a eon in the Pacifi c area, baa been parti cularl7 irri­

tated by the publici t7 oozmected wi tb the recent return , 

of Admiral Halsey. The A~ral 1 a broadcasts making light 

o~ Japanes e opposition in the Pacific are qualified b7 

the Doctor as unwortn,. ot even the moat ordinary reoru1 t­

iD.s aergeant and he cauiders the photographa ot Balae7 

beaaingly surrounded b7 aovie stars t o be very bad 
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propaganda. He feels that Balsey 1 a remarks muat be re-

aented by tbe troops aotually contronting the Jape and 

mu.t arouae considerable skepticism 1n the mlnda ot the 

pUbl1o who read comment ot an entirely different tenor in 

the daily and weekly pre••• 

The Doctor may, ot oourae, have different 1deaa 

at'ter he has bad an opportunity to give further atudy to 

tbe Department•• memorandwll on tbe Seven Years War. Bis 

tirat reaction, however, was that the Frederickian legend 

oannot be directly attacked; we can only endeavor to ott­
set it by bu.1ld1ng up 1A the American people an equall7 

resolute frame of mind by a seriously conceived and 

properly coordinated propaganda pr ogram. Not being an 

autboricy on American history be does not suggest what 

epiaodes ot our bistor7 could most appropriatel7 be 

played UP to offset the Frederickian legend. 

In addition to the foregoing I should like to ven­

ture a remark of my own with regard to the study on the 

Seven Years War. On page 2 of this study it is atated 

that the recovery of Sileaia had become the prime point 

1n the f oreign policy of Maria Theresa and Kaunits, while 

on page 14 it ia stated that the military effort made by . 
Frederick was not successful enough to gain him anything 

e1nce the "Hubertuaberg peace secured him in Sileai&J 

it granted him nothing beyond ~is." 
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Aside from the apparent inconsistenCT of the two 

remarks, the latter seema to overlook the point that 
the .. re tact that Frederick was secured in Sileaia waa 
ot great ultimate consequence . Frederick gained no new 
territory, to be sure, but he was confirmed in poaaesa~on 
ot a very important prertous conquest which later made it 

. necessary to consider h1m in the partition or Poland and 
was also an important factor in the ultimate decline or 
Austrian power. 

Similarly, as was pointed out 1n a previous JDeJilo­
randum reporting the Doctor's remarks, i t should not be 
forgotten that Hitler, as a student of FrederiCk, may 
well now be basing hie plans on the belief that by hold­
ing out to the bitter end he may at least be able to 
fight the war to a draw and this in the long run will 
&mount to a German victory. 
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