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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER

[Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIOMAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D, C. 5
"W, the P'inph" H'mﬂ“hﬂ 4112
"The Waek in Washington™ ! Matropolitan 4113
b October 2, 1944
B{ IMEMOEANDUM TO0 MIsSS TULLY: . .

Dear liss Tully:

Colonel Casteel of the Counter-Intelligence Corps
of the Army has asked me for a release, reiieving the Army
of responsibllity for the premises which untll recently
were utllized for Putzl, Since I have no jJjurisdiction
over the Army, I informed Colonel Casteel that I would
take up the matter of release through the wnife House.,

In this connection the 0,5.5, deslres to utilize the premi-
ses for a number of weeks, but have not yet dispatched
personnel to the property.

Slnce I do not wish to be put in the posltion of be-
ing personally responsible for property which is entirely
unoccupled and unprotected, I would appreclate 1t if orders
were lssued to the effect that the Army shall remain in
charge untll the 0ffice of Strategle Services takes over,
Otherwise I might render myself personally liable for
very hish damages 1n the event of burglary or arson, both

of which are not unknown to the North Virginilans.

{3HJ F.C,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 11, 1944.

UEAOHRANDUM FOR
Jo FRANKLIN CAHTER:

The President suggests that
you might talk with Mr, Crowley about
the report on Columbium ore in British
Guiana.

Grace G. Tully
Private vecretary
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
{Jay Franklin}
IZ2I0 NATIOMAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D, C,

I':Wu. the F?opl-“ Matropolitan 4112
The Weak in Washington" Matropolitan 4113

Cetober 3, 1944.

M
REPORT CN COLUMBISN OARF IN BRITISH GUIANA.

The attached memorandum may be of urgant importance to our war-effort,
in that the supply of tantalite 1s low and that Gnllmihi%‘nﬂﬁre is of equivalent
value in providing the alloys for certain components of heavy bombers.

The recommendations represent the cambined judgment of this Unit and o
YGpumippats
the, F.E.4 %“,M_(,

<

.F.c L]



October 2, 1944

REPORT ON COLUMBIUM ORE IN BRITISH GUIANA

It 1s reported by lajor Art Willllams that a new deposit
of Columbium ore has been located in the Mazaruni District of
British duiana.

This appears to be the first deposit of any size in the
VWlestern Hemlsphere.

Columbium alloys are vital to the manulacture of stain-
less steel, aircraft specialties, and particularly to the
ultra=high temperature apparatus used Iin Fortress end Super-
Bombers.,

It is stated that while FEA has not been buying Columbium
ore, this Agency has been Foﬁparating with Union Carbide and
Carbon Corporation to increase U.S. suaplias. It is belileved
that not more than six months'raw and finished stocks are on
hand,

Ur, James Baker of FEA islfamiliar with the geological
reports and mineralogical analyses of the Britlsh Gulana
devoslit.

In view of the urgent demand for this ore in B29's, ete.,
it is recommended that:

l. An engineer from Electrometallurgical Company be
sent lmmedliately to British Guliana to get this deposit under
control.

2. Major Art Williams, AAF, Iin Georgetown, British

Gulana, should be Invited to assist In this undertaking.

SECRET
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 11, 1944

dldORa DU FOR
ALMIRAL BROWN:

Will you look into this?

F.D.R.

Confidential renort on U.S. Havv Commander
(Cunt. Tomlingon) at Terceiwa, Lzovwes, =ub-
mitted by J., Franklin Carter, 10-3-4i
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October 14, 1944.

The President, "
The White Houssa.
Dear Mr. President:

Because of your interest in the attached Technical Se-
ries Nos 9 and 10 which you sent to the Ordnance Department, I
thought you would like to have the following information with
respect to developments in the two fields mentioned in the re-
ports.

The plastic explosive to which reference was made in
Technical Series No. 9 has been replaced in production by an im-
proved material, and the manufacture of the one-half pound block
to which specific reference was made has been discontinued by
the Ordnance people. In addition, the paper originally used for
wrapping plastic explosives has been replaced recently by a paper
of a quality believed better for this particular purpose. I am
told that these changes remove the basis for the complaint set
out in report No. 9.

Repgarding the possibility of mistaking the magazine re-
lease on the MI carbine with the safety on this weapon, the Ord-
nance Department reports that this has been recognized for some
time. However, 5,500,000 of these carbines have been manufactured
and are being used in combat, but only a few complaints of this
nature have been received and these only recently. Nevertheless,
the desirability of eliminating any possible wealmess in our wea-
pons is recognized, and the Ordnance Department has therefore pre-
pared several aliternate designs for the carbine in order to effect
an improvement. At the present time, these new designs are being
tested; and just as soon as the reports from these tests are re-
ceived, immediate action will be taken.

Sincerely yours,

‘7@42&.%

Secretary of War,



Technical Series No. ©
September EH; 1944 |

PLAS1IC EXPLOSIVE

It is reported that the plastic high explosive
known as "C-2," manufactured by the Army Ordnance De-
par;ment and supplied in rectangular one-half pound
packages, 1s wrapped in an unsultable paper,

It 1s stated that demolitlon and speclalized personnel
handling this explosive in the field are unable to remove
the inside wrapping paper easily from the sticky, fudge-like
explosive and are consequently forced to plck it off piece
by piece in order to properly mold the contents of three,
four, or more packages into a suitable "shaped" charge.

It is recommended that ilmmediate steps be taken to
change the character of the wrapping paper to a suitable
type which may be easily and readily removed.



Technical Series Report No. ;9
September 28, 1944

U.S. CARBINE CALIBRE ,30 M-l

It 1s reported that the location of the safety catch
Just to the rear of the magazine catch on the M-1 Carbine
Calibre .30 has given considerable and serious difficulty
in that the user inadvertently releases the magazine when
attempting to push the safety caﬁeh to the "fire" position.

It is further stated that the "feel" of the magazine
catch and the safety catch which projacfs to the same
horizontal level when in the "safe" position is so similar
that men with cold hands and under other difficulties in
combat, such as wet and darkness, cannot readily distinguish
between the two.

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to
modify the safety catch in some manner to make it
readily distinguishable and provide a deterrent agalnst
inadvertently releasing the magazine which falls out, thus
rendering the weapon useless until another can be inserted.

It is recommended in thls connection that serious
consideration be given to a modification consisting of
the addition of a heavily knurled and somewhat pointed
crown cap of the same diameter as the circular face of
the safety catch and on the right side of the plece.

This modification (fastened, perhaps, by a tapped
rivet) would ralse the effective height of the safety



15 No. 10

catch in the "safety" position above that of the magazine
catch and provide a deterrent to the finger or thumb
moving forward to the magazine catch. The narrowed and
pointed face of the raised "ecap" would further identify
the "safety" under all conditions.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 30, 1944

MEMORANDON FOR
ARMY ORDNANCE DYPARTMENT:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

F.D.PR.

Tachnical Fenort #0 - Plustic Tmlosive,
subritted by J. Franklin Carter, 9-28-LL.

slso Technical Resort #10 - U.8. Carblne
C&l{:‘]“& .""l‘:'l T-T-li



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 30, 1644,
MEMORANDUM FOR

ADMIRAL BROWN:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION,

P.D.R.

Technical Penort #8 - Life Rafts for
ifarchant Vessels - sulmitted by J.

ranklin Carte=, G-28-4.A.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 29

b |

SELORAIDLM F'CR
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To hendle wity eomehady,

Whor, I do not Know,



JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.

"We, the Peopls" . Metropolitan 4112
The Week in ‘Washington" Matropolitan 4113

Jeptembher 28, 1944,
MEMORAI'DUM FOR MISS TULLY: THREE TECUNICAL REPORTS ("1 PHOTECT)

Dear Miss Tully:
Here &are three raports on teechnical subjeats ("T" Prﬂjﬁﬂt}’ﬂ/ﬂf. S’: ?1’* 10
1) Life Rafts for Merchant Vessels. This is an old controversy which
threatena to flare intc public controversy with possible political effects.
The report lists supporting data available in my office if any further evidence

ia desired. Perhaps admirsl Brown might be interestad.

2) Plastic Explosive. 4 tougher type of paner wrapping is recormended
for the plastie high explosive "C-2". This explosive is verwy sticky and the
paper now used i1s apt to tear, constituting an impediment to its use. :}__@L
Ordnunca m}ght be interested in this ona.

G) U.s.Carbine Calibre .30 M-1. This carbine has one defect w' ich ean
easily be corrected. The pressnt carhine has the safetv-catch and magazine-
release too close together and too similar in "feel”. Ais a result, espacially
in night righting, personnel are apt to confuse the two and lose their mapazines

ut the moment they are most needed. Corrective devices are outlined, uand sre

simple. Here, too, army Ordnance micht well consider a modification.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 26, 1944,

MEMORANDUMY FOR

Gk Rl WaTloul:

10 Takw Up B Tl hEGaT

PERSON IN TN 2RMY.

F._T...:‘.t

fror d. Frankling Curter,
vy O She Ja=cullst "Slhvhoo!"
inlivyamy conlalner (T Uwpfact
LA) with aktbnohed mamnss ndum.

s
=
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.

"Wae, tha People” Metropolitan 4112
"The Week in Washington" Matropolitan 4113
9

Cetober 25, 1944,

MECRANDIR! FOR MISS TULLY: LEAVE FOR SERVICE PRRS(NNEL. ’

Dear Miss Tully:

The attached brief report on alleped uncertuinties and insquities in
leave for service personnel seems to bear on morale., Probably the moral ofTicers
of the Army and Navy are fully informed on ths specific case reported, hut 1t 1;.,

is hereby forwarded for their infamation. Y



October 22, 1944

LEAVE FOR SERVICE PERSONNEL

It 18 reported that there 1s a serious condition now
existing in the Military Services in the matter of granting
leave to enliasted and officer personnel, ‘Over two months
ago conditions in the Army Air Forces as existing at
Ascension Island, a large Air Transport Command Base, were
stated to be such that personnel had not been granted any
leave for nearly eighteen months.

A recent case is reported, involving a Navy Night
Fighter Squadron in training near Newport, Rhode Island,
the personnel of which have been refused leave of any kind

prior to belng sent overseas, even though the majority

of the pllots and other personnel had been granted no

leave for elghteen months to two years. According to re-
ports, even "weekend passes™ are most, difficult to get.

The men and officers are sald to be unable to get
their requests up "through channels" to a point where
they might receive some attention. At a loss to understand
the "leave policy" of the Services, they are stated to
be most disgruntled,with a consequent loss in morsle,

It 18 recommended that the Chief Personnel Officers
of the Army Ground Forces, the Army Air Forces, and the
Navy be instructed to advise administrative and personnel

officers through the commanding officers of all units in



-Eu

training and stationed in the continental United Stdtes
as to the conditions and circumstances under which leave
will be granted.

It is further recommended that these instructions
contain sufficlent background material to indicate
definitely the policy of the Services in the matter of
leave and rotation of duty.

It would appear advisable that this information be
prominently posted on bulletin boards.




P=L06 - F. Cantin
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Octaber 25, 1944.

AL AORLNDUM FOR

HUN. JUNATHAN DANIELE:

iv by wilhi IE :l‘j.'llci.;[.fu;iﬁ:{.

FiL‘ ._'i..

Zanvah Renort, 10-19=44, fror J. Franklin
Curhn Bishon eoush (Catholie) of
Fhaodae Taluand.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 25, 1944.

MEAORANDUM FOR
' iDuLialL BHOWN:

IO DO WHAT IS NLCHSHAnY.

L hlil—-‘-iﬁ.i

Franitin Curtor,
1_ - 7 '_-"_._":T_ e hean

lireinous oubtons,
'1th attaehaed mero.

g . [N ™ e o .l
2 =a o b
A o Py - G e | l':rI
T

Je= 00 Commanden Jack ™ Lahy TaB.d. 2%
Helviila, ReT. wibth attuoled remno.

i 01 ~n%ntae Gusdu 0f Jworicanos R
for aktention of Sse, aof A Wit

ahhaeghadl mara ans Moto.rs e
y
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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November 2, 1944.

Returned to the President,
with the confidential information
regarding the attached report of
J. Franklin Carter.

s

EIM!W¢

THE WHITE HOUSE M
WASHINGTON
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Bovember 1, 1944
MEMCRANTDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

You will remember the attached papers which you handed me
the other day and asked me to let you know what you could say to the
President., Since Technical Report No. 11 deals with luminous materials
for the Navy, I have not concerned myself with this report.

Technical Series Report No. 12 deals with the use of ex~
plosive gas or smoke to destroy enemy internal combustion engines. The
New Developments Division of the War Department Special Staff in com—
menting on this report, points out that the Office of Scientific Re-
search and Development in 1941 at the request of the War Department con-
ducted certain tests along these lines. In addition, the British at-
tempted to use smoke or gas bombs against the German V-1 buzz bomb.

The trials showed that it would be impossible to accurately project

the required volumes of material to accomplish the mission. The New
Developments Division has also pointed out that if smoke or gas could

be brought into use as suggested in the Technical Series Report, counter-
measures could be easily developed simply by applying a filter such as
that used in a gas mask to the fuel systems of engines. The War Depart-
ment is not familiar with the fact that arrangements are being made to
conduct an experiment at Fort Belvoir in the near future.

With regard to the casualty blankets discussed in Report
No. 13, the New Developments Division reports that work was begun on
April 19, 1944, to develop an electrically heated blanket for use in
heavy and very heavy bombardment type airplanes. On October 20, a con-
tract for 210 of these blankets was let and it is expected that they
will become available within six weeks. If they prove to be satisfac-
tory, the Air Forces plans to procure them in guantity. However, the
Air Forces has made no effort to develop an electrically heated blanket
for use in the air evacuation of casualtieas, since it is believed that
the altitude at which hospital aireraft fly is not such as to require
the use of such equipment.

Technical Series Report No. 14 deals with the development
of a free-falling aerial delivery container and the publicity which has
been given to this matter. I have found that the release of information
concerning the aerial delivery container was premature and contrary to
established policy which precludes publication until there is satisfac-
tory evidence that the enemy knows of the development. To prevent any

Framlin 0. Rooseveld Liwrary

FIED
P00 DIR. 5200.0 (9/87/88)

—DECREY e e o
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such release in the future, the Army Air Forces has directed that all
articles on the develonrent of the aerial delivery container mist be
cleared through the Assistant’ Chief of Air Staff Intelligence. To
assure rapid development gonsistent with other production demands of
the Air Forces, a sultable priority has been assigned to this project.

A

B, W. DAVENFORJY,
Lt. cﬂlﬂn&l, G' Si c-l’
Asst. Secretary, General Staff.

Franklin 0. Roosevelt Li

DECLASSIFD
POD 1K, 5200 (9/27/88),
i

Bate- F-1F)5




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 25, 1944.

AELOR, NWDUL FOH

GENERAL -ru':TEUN ANL ADUIRsL, BROWN:

To fina out azbout this from
the Army anc Navy.
.FrJ-'oHi N

L]

A

(Coov of this memorandum an?! lList of the
enclosues has oren senh o Admir il
Bree, )



JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D, C,

"Wa, the Pacpla" Matropolitan 4112
"The Waak in Washington" Motropolitan 4113
SECRET Cotober 10, 1944,

L)
MEI'CRANDUN FOR MISS TULLY: THREE TECHNICAL REPORTS (7" PROT ECT)

Dear lMiss Tully:

Herewith please find thres technical reports ("I Project):

No. 1l. Report on alleged chstruction to the use of luminous materials
in navy units, espacially submarines. This material obviates the use of emer-
geney circuits for some purposes and, although ordered, its employment has been
stalled by alleged commercial obstruction in the Maval Research Laboratorv.

Ko. 12. This is an interim report on the use of explosive fag or smoke
to destroy enemy airplane engines. Armv Ordnsnce might be interested.

Nn, 13. This ié 4 repoert on eleetrically heated casualty blankebs for
transporting wounded, partieularly in the uir. It is recomended that t!is
program be expedited in the Interest of saving lives of our service men.

The sair Surgeon's 0ffice would appear to be most directly concerned but no
procurement hus heen ordered by the Alr Forces, presumably because this is not

s

an operational but & medical problem.

-



TECHNICAL SERIES REPORY NO. 11
October 6, 1944

LUMINOUS MATERIAL

It 1s reported that the value of luminous tape,
luminous plastic strips and sheets, as well as other
similar accessories which are Mactivated" by light to a
degree which enables them to "glow" with considerable
brilliance through many hours of darkness, has only been
vaguely recognized by many of the Services.

In spite of the demonstrated value of luminous
material on U.S. and foreign merchant vessels, it is
reported that the U.S. Navy has for two and one half
years delayed actual procurement.

Latest reports indicate that during May, 1944, a
procurement for rigid plastic luminous materials meeting
Navy Interim Specification No. 17-L-18 for luminous
plastic was initiated in the amount of 10,000 sets of
4"x18"x1/16" for use on submarines,

- The specifications called, among other things, for
& certain brightness after certain elapsed periods after
"activation." It is reported, however, that manufacturing
companies proceeded to fabricate the materisl under direct
Navy inspection and met all requirements and were ready
to make delivery on or about July 12, 1944,

At this time, however, it is stated that the inspector
discovered that a brightness test was required and shipped
a sample to the Brooklyn Navy Yard. The sample was

et
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consequently transferred to Anacostia (Naval Research
Laboratory) for brightness measurements.

It is reported that prior to and during the manu-
facturing period both companies continually submitted
samples to thelr own laboratories and to the Bureau of
Standards for tests and were satisfied that the material
met and exceeded the specified brightness.

However, no report was received from the Naval Re-
search Laboratory until September 13, at which time the
material was ted due t i ight-

ness.

It is stated that the tests conducted at Anacostia
are carried out on a "wide-angle" photometer and that this
instrument depends upon visual comparison of brightness
by the eye of the operator for the readings given. It
1s further reported that the method of activation
utilized at Anacostia produces such high temperatures
in the material as to melt it out of shape.

The method of comparison used is stated to be in-
accurate and, further, indeterminate and "antiquated"
in view of the accurate photometer equipment giving
accurate electrical comparisons by means of a photo-
electric cell device which reflects the curve of the

dark adapted eye.
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The Navy Yard Laboratory at Anacostia, as well as
the Navy Yards at Philadelphia and Washington, are re-
ported to have available this superior photometer equip-
ment, The Bureau of Standards carries out all its
meﬁsurements on such photo-electric photometer, it is
stated.

Repeated laboratory tests of the material fabricated
for the above-mentioned procurement are stated to show
the luminous plastic to meet in every way the required
brightness.

As a consequence, no delivery of the 10,000 pieces
of luminous plastic is reported to have been made,
material fabricated by the two cnmpanieé still remaining
in the factory. It is stated in this connection that
actual, practical tests conducted in a submarine or
under simulated conditions would have shown the value
of immediate acceptance and use. However, it is stated
that no such practical tests have ever been conducted.

It is further reported that a test conducted over
a year ago by the Navy on luminous materials was a com-
plete farce in view of the fact that it was held on a
brightly moonlit night at'ter which the test group stated
that "a white cloth tape would do Just as well."

The tests at Anacostia are carried out under the

direction of Dr. Dawson, Chief of the Physical Optiecs

Stehe+
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Division, Naval Hesearch Laboratory.

It is reported further that procurement and use of
luminous materials in the uU.S. Navy 1s actually under
the thumb of Mr. G.W. Fredericks, a civilian in the
Bureau of Ships and a former General Electric (Nela Park)
employee.

Current opinion is said to be firm in the belief
that the use of luminous materials in the Armed Services
has been discouraged by General Electric for the reason
that thelr obvious success would eliminate many emergency
eircuits and emergency equipments and accessories.

In view of the demonstrated and practical use of
luminous markers and accessories, it is recommended
that immedlate steps be taken to procure and use luminous
marking on all types of naval vessels and auxiliaries
and that provision be made to immediately establish
practical useable standards of luminosity in order that
procurement and delivery may be hastened.



Technical Series No. 12
October 6, 1944

SUPPLEMENITARY MEMORANDUM ON
ENGINE DESTRUCLION BY GAS OR SMOEKE

Under date of August 21, 1944, a short report on
the possibility of destroying the engines of all enemy’
vehicles, planes, tanks, etc., by internal disruption

was submitted. (See copy attached)
It is now noted that according to "The Periscope,"

in Newsweek, October 2, 1944, "Propaganda Minister Goebbels
is energetically promising Nazl orficers the early pro-
duction of a new weapon, desecriblng it as an apparatus
which will stall all mechanlized equipment and cause

planes to crash..."



August 21, 1944

ENGINE DESTRUCTION BY GAS OR SMOKE

It has been suggested that an effective method of
entl-tank defense might mnli;t in the h!a of land mines
and shells containing a smoke which, whem drawn in through
the alr intake of the engine, would, in combination with
the engine fuel, explode with violence sufflclient to destroy
the engins.

It 18 stated that an old combination of nitrogen
tetroxide and gasoline known as "analite" was utilized in
Viorld War I in drqp bombs, In this comneection an experi-
ment to determine the effectlveness of this and other non
polsonous gases in combining with gasoline and other fuels
to form a suitable high explosive in the combustion ehamber
has bsen suggested. Tentative arrangements are bLeing made
to conduct a simple experiment of this nature at Fort
Belvoir in the near future,

It would appear, however, that this principle has
conslderable merit and that it would be desirable (if 1t has
not already been proved impractical) to explore it thoroughly.
The use of some comparatively harmless gas or smoke to
render useless tanks, vlanes, and all other vehicles powered

by Iinternal combustion engines could be a very powerful
Weapon.



- Technical Series Report No. 13
October 7, 1943

CASUALTY BLANKEY (ELECIRICALLY HEATED)

It 1s reported that, although a project to develop
a sultable electrically heated blanket for the use of
the Medical Services in transporting wounded (particularly
by air) was initiated over thirteen months ago, less than
200 heated blankets have been manufactured to dﬁte.

It is further reported that the Air Forces have
set up no requirements for such a blanket, either through
the Air Surgeon's Office or the Division of Operations,
Commitments, and Requirements.

It is further reported that the present few blankets
have been procured only by the use of experimental funds
and that there is no indication that procurement 1s to
be initiated to provide the quantities of such blankets
now desperately needed by the Services.

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to
prepare a final specification on which a rapid procurement

program for such blankets may be properly initiated.
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
[Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4. D, C.

“We, the Peopls" Metropolitan 4112
“The Week in Washington" Matropelitan 4113
L Detober 10, 1944,

REPCRT ON THE S0-CALLED "SKYHOOK™ AERIAL DELIVERY CONTAINER. ("T" Project, No., 14)

Here i3 a point at which a technical device also becomes a politiesl issue.

The "skyhook", as pravious reported, is a device for dropping supplies weighing
up to 50% pounds per unit, in a speciul container which falls with a "maple-leaf"
effect. This i3 a means by whiech supplies ean he dropped with precision, whera a
parachute can drift outside of the target-area. I these "sky-hooks” had been em-
ployed, the Polish Underground troops 1n Warsaw cculd have been supplied with 1i ht
machine guns, food and ammunition. Now it seems that the Juartermaster Corps of
the aArmy has published detalls of the device, which can easilr be copied b the
enemy, while at the same time the Air Forces have discowraged its develomment and
rigged the tests ugainst it (See attached report, "r™ Project Aupust 17).

The recormendation is made that develomment of this device be expedited and

that any nublished material be prohibited.

!




Technical Series Report No. 14
October 10, 1944
"SKYHOOK ! :
ABRIAL DELIVERY' CONLIAINER

It was reported on August 17, 1944, that an aerial
delivery container, which could be dropped from aircraft
vithout the use of a parachute, i.e., a free-fall device,
had been developed and was capable of delivering about 50
pounds of supplies. (Copy of report attached)

Recent publicity describing this device, which is
known as a "Skyhook," in considerable detail gives the
enemy complete knowledge of the existence of the device,
as well as its characteristies and design features. In
this connection there 1s attached a copy of a clipping
appearing in a New York paper on September 30, 1944,

Similar information azppeared in the "Science" column

of the New York Times, Sunday, October 8, 1944, and

also in Business Week, October 7, 1944,

It 1s reported that the channel for release of this
information was the Air Quartermesters Office at Baltimore.
In brief, a description of the skyhook appeared in a
restricted Alr Quartermesters or Quartermasters publication
in July, after which the editor of the Quartermaster
Review, g private publication, saw the description of the
skyhook 1n the above restricted Army Bulletin and, desiring

to publish it, requested removal of the restriction by the
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Public Helations Office of the Air Foreces. Permission
was immediately granted and it appeared in the July-August
issue of his magazine. The release prepared by Scilence
Service as appearing in the attached clipping is almost

a verbatim account of the article appearing in the

Quartermaster leview.
It 1s reported that the problem of dropping supplies

to troops, isolated guerillas, or natives has many times
been a difficult one because of the visibility of
parachutes to the enemy. 1t is further reported that

the need for a "free fall" container to assure unobtrusive
aerial delivery 1s very great.

At the present time the skyhook contalner 1s reported
to be still under development and test, no actual deliveries
having been made for use by the Services as yet. In this
connection it 1s reported that the common practice has
generally been to maintain the highest classification
until such time as the equlipment has actually been in
use In the theatres of war for at least one year.

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to
'prevent the release of information of thils character
which might be of assistance to the enemy.

It is further recommended that steps be taken to
more properly evaluate the need for continued classifica-

tion in the higher categories.
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August 17, 1944

AERIAL DELIVERY CONTAINER

A free-fall aerial delivery container capable of
delivering a maximum of 50 pounds safely on the ground
from nominal air speeds of from 120 to 140 miles per
hour at altitudes above 600 feet has been successfully
tested at wright Fileld.

A recent test conducted last saturday (AugustllEJ
under R and D, 08S, was a total failure due to overloading
the contalners and excessive alr speed, as well as conm-
plete lack of attention to type of package to be delivered,

as well as packing.
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}\ JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER

H-_.\-" (Jay Franklin)
1210 MATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.
“"Wa, the People" Metropolitan 4112

“The Week in Washington" - Metropolitan 4113

November E, 1944,

MEMORANDTM FOR MISS TULLY: REPORT ON YOUNG PUTZI.

Dear Miss Tully:

The President might be interested to know that the Army has assigned
young Putzi (EBgon Hanfastaengl) to an officer's training camp—-infantry--in
Austrddia. He writes: "I am grateful to the President, who originally showed
such gemerous trust in me. I shall sincerely try to live up to {t."

Inoidentally, I have told the British Embassy that I have basen directed

to turn the fathsr's trunks over to them., I did not add that they knew what
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they could do with them.



JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(day Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C,

"We, the Pecpla" ’ Metropolitan 4112
"The Week in Washington" a0 Meatropolitan 4113
e ' November 14, 1944,

MRMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY: TECHNICAL SERIES REPORTS NoS. 18 AND 19.

Dear H;.au Tully:

Herewith please find T Project Reparts Nos. 18 and 19, as follows:

1) Recommendation that immediate steps be taken to initate a separate
development and production unit for adequate liquid oxygen supply to meet the
urgent nesds of the Air Forces and Medical services. The present supply is
limited by patent and monopoly controls now under scrutiny by the Department of
Justice;

2) A recamsndation that the Naval Research Laboratory be directed to

develop a suitable "dye marker", as described in my report of Aupust 5, 1944, A




November 13, 1944
Technical Series Report No. 18

LIQUID OXYGEN

It 1s reported that, while liquid oxygen is being
produced in great quantities in Germany for military and
civilian use, production in the United States has hardly
passed the pllot-laboratory stage. It is turther reported
that research activities in the field of possible new uses
for liquid oxygen are being intensely carried on by German
sclentlists. It is also reported that Russian production
of liquid oxygen, research, as well as present use, closely
parallels that of Nazi Germany.

In addition to being available and utilized for high
level flight, llquid oxygen is also widely used in Germany for:

1. Lightweight oxygen tanks for medical use, i.e.,
in place of oxygen tents.

2. Use as fuel in jJet-propelled or simllar rocket
missiles as well as other types of propulsion
engines,

3. ©OSmall compact oxygen equipment for welding uﬁes.

It is stated that early in the war the practical
possibllity of utilizing liquid oxygen for high altitude
aireraft was explored in the United States. It is stated
that the Navy went so far as to order several oxygen-
rectifier plants to produce liquid oxygen for use on ship-

board, which were never used. It 1s stated further that
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the Army Air Forces made sporadic and unsuccessful attempts
to initlate the production and use of liquid oxygen for
high altitude flying. In both cases, it is reported,
officers on high levels reflected industrial pressure.

In connection with (1) it is further reported that
over two years ago the Mayo brothers of Rochester, Minnesota,
ﬁnsuccassfully attempted to secure the production and release
of 1liquid oxygen in sufficlent amounts to equip their
hospitals.

It 1s reported that the above conditions are solely
due to the restrictive and obstructionist tactics of the
Air Reduction bumpany and their affiliated associate, Linde
Oxygen. These Companles, it is stated, are sole owners of
liquid oxygen patents in the United States (U.S. holders
ot Claude patents), and for this reason the production of
liquid oxygen or equipment for making liquid oxygen in the
United States is solely dependent on their activitiles.

It 1s further reported that research in the United
States on liquid oxygen centers around that carried on
under the Office of Sclentific Research and Development and
the lNational Defense Research Committee, the sole result
of which has been to further concentrate the patent holding
on new developments in the use of liquid oxygen in the
firm of Arthur D. Little, Chemists, of Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, and the Massachusetts Institute of 'Yechnology.

Research and experimentation looking toward the use

of 1liquid oxygen in aircraft and the medical field are
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reported to have been carried on by Mr. :nhn J. Ackerman,
720 Washington Avenue, 85.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota,

and by Dr. Mathis, formerly of southern Illinois, and now
a Lieutenant in the Naval Medical Corps statloned at
Patuxent, Maryland. Both these men are stated to be ardent
propagandists on the need for the use of liquld oxygen for
both military and medical services.

The further development of high-level flight as well
as the more efficient operation of military and transport
aircraft are dependent on a more adequate oxygen supply.
With the use of liquid oxygen it is reported that a wide
margin of safety will be afforded aircraft in the matter
of oxygen supply, thus enabling them to stay "above the
weather" for as long as may be necessary. (Present military
and transport atreraft equipped with gasequs oxygen tanks
have a comparatively limited supply.) 'The production and
use of liquid oxygen, it is stated, would remedy this
vital deficlency.

The parallel need for widaspfead avallability of
oxygen supplies to the medical services, both military and
eivilian, indicates urgent need for a provision that the
small compact liquid oxygen cylinders be utilized. De-
velopment of research in Jet-propelled planes, rockets,
and other missiles as well as the need for lightwelght
welding equipment further underline the strategic nature

of liquid oxygen.
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It 1s reported at the present time that the Department
of Justice has the liquid oxygen cartel under investigation.

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to
initlate on a high level a separate development and pro-
duction unit for adequate liquid oxygen supply in order to
fill the urgent need of the Air Forces and Hilitarf Medicine,



L

November 13, 1944
Technical Series Report No. 1§?

PLANE CRASH DYE MARKER

It is reported that activities promising development
of a suitable "dye marker," as described in the report of
August 5, 1944, have resulted only in sporadic research by
the Navy on the part of a Junior Lieutenant working with
personnel in the repair shops at the Naval Air Statlon,
Jacksonville,

It is recommended that immediate action be taken to
initliate development through the pllot-model stage, of
the simple mechanisms necessary to provide an adequate
dye marker for military and transport aircraft flyling over

water.

It is further recommended that this development be
carrled on under the direction of the Naval Research
Laboratory, acting as the directing agency for both Army
and Navy Air Services,.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1544,

NEMORANDUN FOR
THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUDGET:

FOR PREPARATIOR OF REPLY,

rln-nl
Hemoranig for VMisa Tully, 111240 fho
.T., _'"'":11'11'] f'fl""'.'*""", _‘j'!’"]J-lFl-I AL ER3LYON
i .';'].'.l.I'E.I‘T 3 To- 1.;:_”.-: 'f-.';" el TETT ey B g
uatil June 0, 104%,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 18, 1944.

MFMORANDUM FOR J. FRANKLIN CARTER

In regard to the report on & K
Putzi, T am enclosing a memorandum,

which 1s self-explanatory.

Crace G. Tully
Private Secretary
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WAR DEPARTMENT @

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 28, D. C.
November 18, 1944,

MEMORANDUK FOR MISS TULLY:

When I received your note of November 16 regard-
ing Mr. Carter's memorandum concerning the disposition of
funds received from the sale of a piano purchased for Putzi,
I asked the Military District of Washington for advice on
this subjects

The Military District of Washington does not know
the source of the funds which were used to pay for the piano,
However, it is thought that Putzi's son made negotiations for
the purchase but that the instrument was actually bought with
Government money allocated to Mr, Carter, If this is true
our people are of the opinion that the remission of the pro-
ceeds to Putzi would be impossible.,

You will note that Mr, Carter also mentioned
Futzi's request for an allotment of $20,00 a month from his
son's pays, I feel guite certain that the Enemy Alien Prop-
erty Custodian would object to the transfer of this money to
Putzi. 1In any event Army Regulations state that the payment
of allotments or dependency benefits to aliens in foreign
countries will be governed by Treasury Department regulations,

A

B. W. DAVENPOR
Ltw CDanEl, G SI C-,
Asst. Secretary, General Staff,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hovenber 16, 1944
LTORLIDUNM FOR COL. Da?EﬁbUPT:

T take 1t from M+, Carter's memorandum
that he, out of movérnnant funds, purchased
the »iano. IT this ia true, it would be
imaossible to send the monev to our friend

as of course it 1s povernment nropertv.

G.G.T.




REPORT ON PUTZI HANFSTAENGL

The attached letter just received from Putzl in his
British prison camp raises a definise problem. I shall, of
course, take up with his son the matter of the requested §20
a month allotment from the latter's pay. The other request
for a sum of money represented by the value of the plano
which was purchased out of my own funds for this project,
ralses a difficulty. Even assuming that I could sell the
rlano and forward hlm the money to relieve his present state
of destltution, the British Government would be bound to
assume that we were continuing to malntain an interest in
his present welfare and future status. Since thls would

ralse a matter of ma jor policy, I ask to be directed as to

XS

what course you wish me to follow.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deyaty Archivist of the 0.8,
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Wednesday, October 26, 1944

Per Alr Mall:

Important Business Clause.

Dear John: This letter has been delayed for reasons I leave

to your Imagination, When I had to leave Washington on 3Sat.
Sept, 23, '44 there was no possibllity (1) to telephone you.
Accordingly I made Col, Casteele promise that he would give

you and Sheila my best love ete. ete,, adding to 1t the request
for financlal help. What I want you to do for me over here is
the following: Please communicate with my son Egon or ask him
to send me kindly each month the amount of {20. via you. Should
Egon have already sent money, do lose no time to forward it to

me ¢/o P Camp ¢/o Chief Postal Censor Liverpool,

By the way: If you should be able to sell the Steinway which

Egon bought Xmas 1942, please do so and send the money to me., --
As I finally prevailed on Capt. N. to let me have 3 Founds Just
before we parted company in Scotland, I should llke you to repay
him this amount out of the first twenty dollar remittance, Will
you kindly thank him in my name when you repay him, and ask him

to have all the items sub part III of Inventory, dated Sept. 23,
144 gt Bush Hill sent to me. viz, 1 Raln Coat, 1 heavy wind-breaker
jacket, 1 pair of Corduroy trousers and miscellaneous perscnal

clothing. 4 suilt cases, -- Mr, Davenport wlll kmow what I mean,



It will be unnecessary to comment on the turn matters have
taken. Seen in the perspeotive of two years and three months
during which I worked loyally and unremittingly in aid of the
cause my son 1s fighting for, my reinternment seems a rather
mediocre finale to a noble beginning., I regret this doubly
for the sake of Egon who all along had been so confident that
matters concerning hls father would be handled in a sportsman-
like manner,

With best love to Sheila and the girls

Semper ldem

/s/ Ernst Hanfstaengl
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 22, 1944,
MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LAND:
FOR REPORT.,

F.D.R,

Secret Heport on "Hickman Sea Sled" and Maritime
Commission, dated 11/20/4., sent in by
John Franklin Carter.
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.

Hw.l *h' P“Ph‘“

_' ¢ . Matropolitan 4112

The Waek in Wf:hlnghnvhh{ Matropolitan 4113
q November 22, 1944,

REPORT ON METHOD OF HANDLING TECHNICAL REFORTS (™T"™ PROJECT)

48 .8 result of recent experience, I think I have found the simplest and
mos X thod for handling the technical reports (™r" Project).

Since I am not myself a technical man, I have a full-time technical assistant,
Barle Hiscock, who is an M.I.T. graduate and thoroughly familiar with war-time
technical problems and procedure, as well as military procurement methods, Hiscoock"s
reports are forwarded to you only when they indicate that there is an important
problem which can and should be dealt with, within a reasonable space of time.

If you will then authorize me to take up a technical report with the indicated
agency, I canm then locate the appropriate official and discuss the whole thing with
him, informally. If, as a result of this talk, it seems that the original report
has substential merit and action can and should be taken, the next step is to for-

ward a copy to the govermment agency or department involved through channels, with

a directive to study and report and take appropriste amction, This forwarding of
report through channels, after preliminary discussion, enables the right official
to act without complicating his paper work by any deviation fram prescribed routine.
This proeedure protects you and the agency from any confusion which might
arise if the official action were taken without first making sure that the techni-
cal issues presented not only have real merit but can be dealt with effectively,
This alsc protects my ocutfit from the danger of mistakes arising from my personal
ignorance of technical matters. In this conneotion, I have laid down the rule

that I will not oonsider touching any technical matter in which anybody in my

Nuavﬂrl—‘
Unit has a personal interest and that the preliminary report must be feotuslly

et 804, complege (Q!:Gc



JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C,

"We, the People" Metropolitan 4112
"The Week in ‘Wathington" Maetropolitan 4113

November 21, 1944 :

ndsins ik o Lid Oty (T i)

As direﬁted, the matter of ligquid oxygen covered
by Technical Series Report No, 18, was taken up with
the Army Air Foreces, A conference of yesterday with
Brigadier General I, H., Smith, of General Arnold's
staff, indlcated that the production and use of liguid
oxygen would have definite military value,

In this case, the best indiecated procedure appears
to be the direct transmittal of a copy of the Technical
Heport with accompanying memorandum from you to lr,
Lovett, the Assistant Secretary for air, A fairly
prompt and full report on the present status of rproduction
and research in the field of liquid oxygen for the use

of the Alr Forces would seem to be indicated.

e



November 13, 1044 v

Technical Series Rerort No. 18

LIQUID OXYGEN

It 1s reported that, while liquid oxygen 1s being produced

iIn great quantities in Germany for military and civilian use,

production in the Unlited States has hardly passed the pllot-

laboratory stage. It 1s further reported that research sctivi-

ties in the fleld of possible new uses for liguid oxygen are

being intensely carried on by German scientists. It is also

reported that Kussian production of liquld oxygen, research, as

well as

present use, closely parallels that of Nazi Germany,

In additlon to being available and utilized for hish level

r1ight,
) 3
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liquié oxygen is alsc widely used in Germany for:
Lightwelght oxygen tanks for medical uss, 1.e,,
In place of oxymen tents,

Use as fuel in jet-propelled or similar rocket
misslles as well as other types of prorulsion
enrines,

Small compact oxyren equirment for weldinpg uses,

ls stated that early in the war the practlical possibili-

ty of utilizing liguld oxysen for high altitude ailreraft was

explored 1n the Unlted 3tates. it 1s stated that the lavy went

so far as to order several oxygen-rectifier plants to nroduce

liquid oxymen for use on shipboard, which were never used, It

is stated. further that the Amy Adr Forces made sporadiec and
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unsuccessful attampts_ta lnitiate the production and use of
1iquid oxygen for high altitude flying, In both cases, 1t 1is
reported, officers on high levels reflected industrial pressure,
In connection with (1) it is further reported that over
twd years ago the Mayo brothers of KHochester, Minnesota, unsuc-
ceésfuily attempted to secure the production and release of
1lquid oxygen in sufficient amounts to equip their heospltals,
It is reported that the above conditions are solely due
to the restrictive and obstructionist tactics of the Alr Reduc-
tion Company and thelr affiliated associate, Linde Oxygen,
These Companies, it is stated, are sole owners of liguid oxygen

patents in the Unlted States (U.S. holders of Claude patents),

and for this reason the vroduction of liquid oxyeren or equip-

- ment for making liguid oxymen in the Unlted States is solely

dependent on thelr sctivities, ]

It is further reported that research in the Unitedlﬂtates
on llguid oxygen centers around that carried on under the Ofiice
of Sclentific Kesearch and Development and the National Lefense
Zlegsearch Commlttee, the sole result of which has been to further
concentrate the patent holdins on new developrments in the use
of llquid oxygen in the firm of Arthur L, Little, Chemlsts, of
Cambricre, liassachusetts, and the llassachusetts Institute of
Technology. -

kesearch and experimentation looking toward the use of
liguld oxygen in aircraft and the medical field are reported

to have been carried on by lir, John J, Ackerman, 720 Viashington

ivenue, 5.E,, Ninneapolis, Ninnesota, and by Dr, lMathis, formerly
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of southern Illinois, and now & Lieutenant in the Naval Medical
Corps stationed at Patuxent, Maryland., Both these men are stated
to be ardent propagmandists on the need for the use of liquld
oxyzen for both military and medical services,

The further develorment of high-level flight as well as
the more efficient operation of military and transport alrcraft
are dependent on a more adequate oxygen supply, With the use of
1iquid oxysen it 1s reported that a wide margin of safety will be
afforded aircraft in the matter of oxymen supply, thus enabling
them to stay "above the weather" for as long as may be necessary.
(Present military and £ransport alrcraft equipped with gaseous
oxymen tanks have a comparatively limited supply.) The praduc%ion
and use of liquid oxygen, it is stated, would remedy this vital
deficlency.

The rarsllel need for wid?spraad gvailahility of ecxyren
suprlies to the medical services, both military and civilian,
indicates urgent need for a provision that the small compact
liquid oxygen cylinders be utilized, Develoyment of research in
jet-propelled planes, rockets, and other missiles as well as the
need for lirhtweipht welding equipment further underline the
stratecic nature of liquid dxygen.

1t 1s renorted at the present time that the Depertment of
Justice has the ligquid oxyczen cartel under 1lnvestigation.

It 18 recommended that immediate steps be taken to 1lnitlate
on a hirh level a separate development and productlon unit for
adequate liguid oxygen supply in order to 111 the urpgent need

of the Alr Jorces and Nilitary Vedleilne,
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER

(Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIOMAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. .
’
"We, the People" Metropolitan 4112
"The Week in Washington™ Metropolitan 4113

November 27, 1944.

MEMORANDIM FOR MISS TULLY: INTERIM REPORT ON LEAVE FOR SERVICE PERSONNEL.,
Dear Miss Tully:

In reference to my report on "Leave for Service Peraonnel", October
22, 1944, informal discussions at the War Department indicate thet this is
a policy adopted by Ma jor-General Stephen Henry, G-1. My swgestion is that
a copy of the report, herewith attached, should be transmitted to General
Henry, with & request for comment.

In this connection, it should be noted that this matter also affects

S

Y7

the morale of Navy personnel. (h/u

J.F.C.
|
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
[Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D, C.

"We, the Psopls" Muotropolitan 4112
"The Waek In Washingten" Metropalitan 4113

November 27, 1944,

MEMORANDWY FOR MISS TULLY: INTERIM REPORT ON AMERICAN TANK SITUATION.

Dear Miss Tully:

The attached clipping from the "Washington Poat™, November 25, 1944,
"*Yanks Win Fierce Tank Battle etc"(continuation on the reverse of clipping),
gives melancholy confirmation of this Unit's three reports on the subject
of deficiencies in current procurement of Americen Army tarks (Copiles herewith
attached) .

It now seems that American Sherman tanks of early 1943 design are beking
sent into action against Germam Super-Tiger Tanks, which out-armcr and cut-pun

them,

It ia suggested that inquiry be made of the War Department as to offisial

ié \
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
{Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D,*C,
"We, the People™ Metropolitan 4112
"The Week in Washington" Metropolitan 4113

SECEES. November 27, 1944,

REP(RT ON "RADIO TRANSMITTER--SEALED MERCURY VAFOR TURBINE" ("T'" FPROTECT, No. 20)

Here is a remarkable development in radio transmission, which seems to have
been promoted by the Navy's Bureasu of Ships, Radio Section, which curht te be ac-
celerated.

This device has been held in the laboratory stage for more than a vear. It
seems to have unique advantages for alrway communication and intelligence service.
It ought to be given pilot-model develomment and field tests.

The Federal Telephone and Radio Corporation laboratories, Newark, N.J., are
said to have factory models.

I recommend that, since the Navy Department does not seem to be interested
in its further development, the OUffice of ths Secretary of War shall be requested
to initiate comprehensive tests and development, in coordination with othar military

and civilian governmental agencies which may be interested in this device.

4
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THE WHITE HOUSE _Y
WASHINGTON '

November 27, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
Judd FRANSLIN CARTER

In re "Report on Myers
Device for Resonant Jet
Propulsion®", the President
suggests this be taken up with
General Arnold.

Grace G.
PRIVATE EECRETARY



JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
[Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIOMAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D, C.

"We, the Peopla" * Matropolit
“The Week in Washington" H:frnpoHil:: ::::
SBGRET November 15, 1944.

REPORT ON MYERS DEVICE FOR RESONANT JET PROPULSION (™T" SERIES NO. 19)

This Myers engine has been kicked around the Govermment since April
of 1941 and yet, in the opinion of competent technicians, it represents the
most efficient form of jet-propulsion yet developed. it one time, the War
Department put it in the "Secret™ classification but later removed restrictions
8o as to facilitate W.P.B. development. The usual skullduggery has resulted in
the usual run-around, failurs te complete tests, niggling over contracts and
so forth.

It is seriously recommended that you request Dr. Arthur H. Compton of
Ghiuug.n ‘ur some equally high-lsvel research technologist to study this report
and, in conference with those who can inform him of the details of present
development end performance (Mr. B.S.Roberts and Mr. E.B.Myers--the latter being
the inventor), make final decision on whether to complete this developmsnt or
release it to the inventor for private exploitation.

. In this connection, Dave Niles has remained in contact with the Myers
deviece and is competent to supervise a:;r high-level administrative decisions

required to expedite action and decision.



November 15, 1944
Technical series Heport No. 19

JEI PROPULSION BY HESONANL COMBUSTTON

[

Recent developments surrounding research conducted
by engineers, referred to in previous reports of June 29
and July 6, 1944, on Long Range Missiles and Hocket De-
velopment, are stated to demqhstrate the principle of a
vastly superior type of Jet propulsion operating on
resonant combustion principles,

It is reported by the inventor, Elman B. Myers,
that, although the general principle of his new device
is essentislly sigllar to that utilized in the German V-1

robot bomb, its efficiency and therefore its potentialities

for utilization as a destructive missile weapon are
immeasurably greater. It is stated, further, that this
efficlency even in crude test models is over 15 ner cent
whereas the best efficiency demonstrated by the Ueneral
Electric Jjet propulsion device is less than 12 per cent.

It is further reported that even with repeated
tests and research demonstrations of captured V-1 propulsion
mechanisms and fabricated American models thereof the best
research minds have falled to comprehend the fundamental

principles of cyeclic pulsating propulsion.
It is further stated that tentative demonstrations

and arrangements made under the auspices of comparatively
lower level groups of the Navy and the National Defense

Research Committee resulted in the development of
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obstructionist tactics and the creation of required per-
formance conditions of virtually impossible attainment.
It 1s stated that these tactics were the direet result of

Industrial pressure and exerted with a view to restricting

the field of development to certain fuels and types of
propulsive devices.

The inventor has prepared a brief mathematically
demonstrating the resonant sine wave combustion principle
in eylindrical pipes showing that peak efticiency of this
type of combustion 1s attained by "tuning" to resonance
end maintaining resonance during operation.

The Inventor also touches on a matter pertinent to
a previous report entitled Engine Destruction by Las or
Smoke submitted August 21, 1944. He states in his brief
under the heading "Detonation" that "Nitrous oxide
(Ethyl nitride) can be mixed with gasoline in any desired
proportion. The resulting mixtures when used in resonant
sine wave combustion will produce detonation. <‘he rate
of" burning can be controlled by the quantity of Ethyl
nitride used in the mixture."

L It 1s stated that any reasonable number of propulsion
tubes can be operated in mu;tiple, thereby giving increased
power which is further enhanced by the supercharging of
intake air induced by the "ram" effect during flight.

It 1s reported that the lnventor is of the considered
opinion that the Germans have not yet hit upon this principle

ceChed
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of "resonant combustion" in either V-1 or V-2 missile
weapons. It is further stated that the inventor is of

the opinion that, when and if the termans discover the
relatively high efficiency of resonant combustion, they
will construct missile weapons of great and extended range,
velocity, and weight.

There are presently being carried on conversatlons
between the inventor and Mr. Andrew Higgins of New Orleans,
which may result in the construction of one or two demon-
stration resonant propulsion engines by his Company in
order that there may be immediate practical proot of their
superior eftieciency.

It would appear, however, that, in view of the
specialized nature of the knowledge needed for successiul
construetion of this type of resonant jet propulsion unit,
steps should be taken to coBrdinate the knowledge of all
persons competent to speak in this field.

To this end it is recommended that Dr. Arthur H.
Compton of Chicago, now consultant in other highly secret
high-level research matters, be requested to confer with
Mr., E.S. Roberts, consulting engineer in this rield, and
Mr. Elman B. Myers.

It is further recommended that, if preliminary dis-
cussions so indicate, authorit? be granted Dr. Compton

to hold a coBrdinating conference to bring together all
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military and eivilian persons having actual knowledge from
past research and experimentation in the field of jJet

propulsion on the basis of which full impetus may be
given to the development of resonant propulsion engines.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 5, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
AUDREY TURNER

Telephone to Carter and
suggest that he take thls matter
up with Mr. Krug.

G. G. T,
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
[Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.

f Metropolitan 4112
Matropolitan 4113

Degcember 4, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY: HREPORT ON ARMY AND NAVY SHOES ("r" SERIES No. 21)

Dear Misa Tully:

In every war, the gquestion of shoes becomes important.

Here seems to be a device for improving military and naval footwear, which

calls for some decision since the frocess was develcped with government funds.

The position of United Shoe Machinery in discouraging this process may easily be

exaggerated but my judgment is that the report should be referred to Mr, Krug of

the W.P.B. to look into the facta. If authorized I will see Erug about it. The

facts as reported do nct indicate any scandal but do sesm to call for further in-

vestigation and action on & high lavel if the investigation substantiates the

report.



Technical Series Heport No. 21
December 1, 1944

SHOES FOR THE ARMY AND wHE NAVY

It 1s reported that serious and continuing difficulties
are being encountered by the military services with respect
to the issue of shoes having soles of synthetic rubber or
like non-leather material,

It 1s stated that the difticulties surround the fastening
of the lower sole to the so-called "mid-sole" and consist
mainly of the "blllowing" and "bellowlng" of the lower
synthetic sole in its mailn wearing area. This condition
1s stated to be due to the inability of present shoe manu-
facturing processes to fasten the lower soles to the mid-soles
by any other means than sewing or by nails.

It is further reported that this condition became so
serious with procurements of Navy-issue shoes that a con-
ference of rubber and shoe manufacturers was held in the
Mid-West during June of this year for the purpose of arriving
at a possible solution of this problem. It is further re- -
ported that the results of this conference consisted mainly
of comparatively minor changes in Navy specifications tor
shoes.,

1t 1s further reported that for about nine months,
however, there has been available a process for readily
vulcanlzing rubber, synthetip rubber, or other non-leather

materlals having a rubber-like base to leather mid-soles,
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this process, it is also stated, in its broad phases enables
shoes to be fabricated by means of vulcanizatlon of the
upper to the welt, the welt to the mid-sole, and the1main
sole to the mid-sole, thus producing a shoe which is so
tightly stuck together that it is for all intents and
purposes one plece when finished.

This process, however, it is reported, so vitally af-

fects the future of the shoe machinery business, i.e., the

United Shoe Machinery Corporation, who have some twenty-
eight patents on the fabrication of shoes by sewing and like
methods (and manufacture the machines for carrying out these
processes) that high-level opposition to the introduction

of the vulcanization method has developed.

It is reported that this obstructionism has taken the
form of denial that present fabrication methods have resulted
in loose or bellowing soles and the firm and reiterated
statement that no difficulties of any magnitude have been
encountered under actual service conditions with Army and

Navy shoes.
It is reported that the inventor of' the vulcanization

process, Mir. Leon Conant, doing business at 133 Marlborough
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, is presently manufacturing
300 pairs of test shoes for the Hesearch and Development
Division of the Quartermaster Corps.

It is turther stated that Mr. Conant has encountered

considerable and continued obstruction from personnel in the
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lower echelons of the Research and Development Division of
the Quartermaster Corps. It is further stated that in most
cases key personnel 1n cognizant sections of the Army and
Navy are elther former United Shoe Machinery Corporation
employees or officials, who, consequently, continue to
reflect the attitude as above cited.

It is further reported that the difficulties with service
shoes became a subject tor the review of the Truman Committee,
which 1s said to have found urgent need for improvement of
shoe fabrication methods to better withstand the rigors of
global warfare and to generally improve the mlilitary shoe.

The 300 palrs of sample test shoes now belng manufactured
are stated to be avallable only because the National Inventors
Council granted $4,000 for the use of the inventor to demon-
strate the efticacy of his process., This grant, it is re-
ported, would not have been made were it not for the
intercession of Brigadier General VWalter A. Wood of the Staff
of General Somervell of the Army Service Forces.

It 1s reported that General Wood, during an extended
tour of the Southwest Pacific, found that the need for im-
provement in service footwear was urgent. There is, it is
stated, at the present time no concurrence as to the need
for improvement by Colonel Georges Doriot, Chief of the
Research and Development Division of the Quartermaster Corps

under Major General Gregory. It is stated that this opinion

sEChe1—
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is based on samples of shoes picked up by Quartermaster
scouts in the various theatres, who are said to report dif-
ficulties with loose heels but no loose or bellowlng soles.
It 1s reported, however, that the samples picked up do not
represent the true situation.

In view of the over-all nature of the shoe problem and
i1ts effect on the military services it is recommended that
independent steps be taken to secure accurate factual in-
formation and samples of Navy and Army shoes af'ter extended
service,

It is further recommended that steps be taken to co-
ordinate Army and Navy procurement and technical information
in the shoe procurement field, with particular eftorts also
toward a Jolnt participation in the tests to be carried out
by the Research and Development Branch of the Quartermaster
Corps on the 300 palrs of vulcanized shoes now being fab-
ricated.

It is turther recommended that steps be taken to assure
that these tests are fairly and promptly conducted in order
that findings of actual fact as to the merit of the new type

of construction may be expeditiously reached.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 7, 1844,

MEMORARDUM FOR
DR, HeINTIRE:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

F.D.R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE /1/

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUY FOR
VICE ADMIRAL LAND

In compliance with the request
in your letter of November twenty-eighth,
I am enclosing the Hickmsn Sea Sled re-
port for examination and consideration by
the U. S, Maritime Commission,

Me Co LATTA
Executive Clerk

fuhgi it
Lt






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 30, 1944

Memorandum of October 25th to
Miss Tully, submitting report on
Hickman Sea Sled, in Miss Turner's
files with following pencil notation:
"Advised J.F.C. by phone to take up

with Maritime Commission. D.J.B."
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UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION aatt % A
WASHINGTON {’.&

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

November 28, 194) ,

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The receipt is acknowledged of your memorandum of
November 22, 1944 with which you enclosed letter of
November 20th from Mr, John Franklin Carter relative
to the Hickman Sea Sled.

It is reocuested that a copy of the Hickman Sea
Sled report be forwarded to the Maritime Commission
for examination and consideration.

Sincerely yours,

E. S. Land
Chairman



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 14, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
AUDREY

Will you please call Mr,
Carter and suggest that he take

ur this matter with Admiral Brown?

G, G. T.
/
. y
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
[Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.
“Wa, tha Pecple Matropolitan 41 Ill
“The ‘Week in Washington™ . Metropolitan 4113
R Dacember 12, 1944,

MEMORANDW FOR MISE TULLY: NAVY PROCUREMENT OF SHARK-REPELLENT DEVICES.

Dear Miss Tully:

The attached interim report (Technical Series No. 24) indicates & curious
discrepancy between Army air Force and Navy procurement on the tested shark-
repellant devices develped and tested, as per prevlious reports. Where the Air
Forces have ordered 135,000 shark chaser units and have distributed 14,000 units,
the Navy has ordered a total of 5,500 and has alloved these to po unutilized by

mfra refraining from having them inspected.




Lechnical Series Report No. 24
December 5, 1944

SERVICE PHOCUREMENT OF "SHARK CHASERM

It 1is reported that in spite ot the fact that an ef-
fective "shark chaser" haslheen developed by the Navy,
the Army Alr Forces are moréiaéfive in utilizing this
survival accessory. In this connection it is reported
that blds were opened by the Army Air Forces at Wright
Field last week for 135,000 shark chaser units.,

Further, it is stated that of the 18,000 units the
Army Alr Forces had on order as of the first of October
14,000 already have been distributed., The additional

4,000 are stated to be now ready for distribution and use.
In contrast, reports indicate that the Navy, which
as of the first of October ordered a total of 5,500, has

allowed these units to remain uninspected at the factory

for the past six weeks, 1t 1s reported that no delivery

for use by naval personnel can be made until this short
inspection is made.

Further, it 1s stated, the Navy shows no indication
of intent to procure any additional units in the near

future, having merely asked for quotations on 15,000

to 152,000,
A recent Assocliated Press acecount of survivors!

encounter with sharks is attached.

——————m
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“We, the Pecple"
"The Weak in Washington™

MEMCRANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

Dear Miss Tully:

G- 9P Casrlee R
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER
(Jay Franklin)
1210 MATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D. C.

Matrapolitan 4112
- Metropolitan 4113

December 15, 1944,

4

INTERIM REPORT CN AIR SEA RESCUE ("T" SERIES NC. 25)

The attached report (Technical Series No. 25) calls attention to a continulng

condition in the work of the Alr Sea HRescue Agency, U.S.Ccast Guard, which causes

concern., The specific sugpestion is offered, that & naval officer of retsonably

high rank end flying experience be assigned together with an Army Air Force officer

of similar gquelifications to investigate. It is also surpested that this investiga-

tion should meintain appropriate lisison with the Judge Advocate Gemeral's Office

of the Navy.



Technical Series Report No. 25
December 14, 1944

‘AIR SEA RESCUE AGENCY, U,5. COASY GUARD

The above Agency, considered the logical successor to
the activitles initiated under Joint Chilefs of Staff iemo-
randum No, 581 for the purpose of better co8irdinating all
activities regarding rescue techniques, equipment, and
operations, 1s reported to have falled to all intents and
purposes in carrying out these activities.

It is further reported that the limitations placed
on this Agency by the instructions of the Jolnt Chiefs of
Staff and over the signature of Admiral J.E. King, Com-
mander-in-Chief, U.S5. Fleet, have resulted in no activity
beyond that of the merest recommendatory character.

It 1s stated that the inactivity of this Agency com-
bined with the lack of direction, initiative, and foresight
in carrying forward the wartime responsibilities of the

old Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation now under

1. The responsibility for carrying out the provisions of
Joint Chiefs of Staff Memorandum No. 58 was assigned to

the Navy Department. As a consequence, in May, 1943, the
Chief of Naval Operations directed Rear Admiral Julius Furer,
Co8rdinator of Hesearch and Development, USN, to direct the
work, After about nine months of operation under his
direction, which showed no initlative, courage, or fore-
slght in dealing wlth problems involving urgently needed
ilmprovements 1n rescue equipment and techniques for the
Army Alr Forces, Army Uround Forces, and the Navy, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff directed the transfer of responsi-
bility to the Commandant, U.,S5. Coast Guard in February,
1944, See latest report on the nuick release parachute
harness, August 23, 1944.,)
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the direction of Viece Admiral R.R. Waesche, Commandant,
U.5. Coast Guard, have resulted in continued obstructionist

and status quo tactics over a period of two years in con-

nection with, among other things:

1. Life rafts for merchant vessels.

2. Life floats for all vessels (military transports,

naval combat eraft and merchant vesselé).

5. Improved lireboats having superior capacity and

salling qualities.

4. Improvements in Mae West type vests for Army and

Navy Alr Forces and amphibious operations.

9. Improvements in rubber rafts and rescue gear for

the use of ailrcraft personnel.

6. The adoption and use of a quick release parachute

harness.

It is further reported that the continued procurement
for use on merchant vessels of the so-called "lifesaving
suit" (previously reported) by the hundreds of thousands
not only wastes manpower and materials but continues to
be a hazard and dangerous to life. It is also reported
that no development of lightweight "exposure suits" for
merchant seamen has taken place.

In the interim 1t is stated no activity looking
toward a progressive approach to the development or the

ilmprovement of operational techniques has taken place,

PF- = —
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As recently as two weeks ago independent Air Sea Rescue
developments were being attempted by naval officer per-
sonnel at various stations with a view to remedying what
"all hands" can see as a bad situation.

The’functioning of the Air Sea Rescue Agency through
the Navy, Army, and Air Forces Committee as recited on the
inside cover of the attached Air Sea Rescue Bulletin for
October, 1944, 1s stated to be a perfect example of
"galloping in place."

As recently as a month ago, in spite ot the planket
order of Admiral J.E., King of August 25, 1944, to coSrdinate
for Alr Sea Rescue purposes all military facilities in
the Continental Unlted States and environs, Army Air
Force personnel forced to bail out of a B-29 over the
Gulf of Mexico were allowed to drown without any attempt
for over three hours to initiate the dispatch of rescue .
craft,

Admiral King's order, addressed to the Commanders of
all Sea Frontlers (Eastern Sea Frontier, Western Sea
Frontier, Gulf Sea Frontier, etec.), sets forth that the
Commanders of these Frontiers will initliate co#rdinating
activities looking toward adequate operational communication
and cofrdinated rescue activities utilizing all equipment
avallable, It 1is reported thaé in the Gulf, as well as
dn the Easﬁgbaa Frontler, no dissemination of instructions

etReL
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or high-level activity looking toward proper indoctrination
has taken place. It does not appear, further, that with
the exception of the San Diego-San Francisco Area that

any interest or aggressive action has been taken.

It is recommended that a Naval officer of reasonably
high rank and with flying experience be assigned to-
gether with an Army Alr Force otfficer of similar back-
ground to make an investigation. It would appear most
deslrable that these officers have the full coBoveration
of the Judge Advocate General's Office of the Navy to
determine future proceedings looking toward adequate
correction of' the conditions cited, by military court

martial if necessary.




NAVY DEPARTMNENT

OFFICE OF COORDINATOR OF HESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

May 12, 1943

NOTICE REGARDING EMEKGENCY RESCUE EQUIFMENT

L

The Navy Department has been directed by the Joint Chiefs of,

Btaff ﬁu'unﬂertake the following responsibilities in the field of

Emergency Rescue Fguipment:
(1) Coomdinating the work of Service and other govern-
mental agencles concerned with methods, technicues
and procedures for emergency rescue or with research,

develonment, and production of emergency rescue
eguioment,

(2) Assembling, evaluating and disseminating to such
azencies information relating to these matters and
recommending aopropriate action in connection therev-ith,

(3) Maintaining liaison with agenciecs of other United
Nations (such as the British Ministry of Alr-Sea
Rescua) concerned with these matters,

, The implementation of this vnrogram has been assigned to the
Goordinator of Rescarch and Development who will have the assistance and
advice of a Liaison Committee on Emergency Fescue Equioment comvosed of
reprosentatives of the Army Air Forces, Army Ground Forces, Office of
Scientific Research and Developmont, Office of Stratogic Services, and
Maritime Commission., He will obtainaivice and =sistance fromwarious
Naval activities either directly or through the Naval Rosearch end
Develovment Soard.

At the first meeting of the Committee the adopted definition of

Emergency Rescue Equipment waes "Ae used in this Directdve, the phrase

‘emergency rescuc eauinment! includes all materiels, devices and

\.\
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