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"Wo, the People" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronllln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON ~. D. C. 

"The Weo\: fn WothlnQfon .. • 
Mo110pollton ~112 
Mo110politon ~Ill 

,- " il iiiU!ilil 

\ __ ~ ·, ;: --J(< lilEMORANDUM TO MI SS TULLY: 
J 

October 2 , 1944 

• 

Dear Miss Tully: 

Colonel Casteel of the Counter-Intelligence Corps 

of the Army has asked me for a release, relieving the Army 

of responsibility f or the premises which until recently 

were ut~lized for Putzi, Since I have no jurisdiction 

over the Army, I informed Colonel Casteel tha~ I would 

take up the matter of release through the White House , 

In this connection the O, S ,S , desires to utilize the premi ­

ses for a number of weeks , but have not yet dispatched 

personnel to the property, 
• 

Since I do not wish to be put i n the position of be­

ing personally responsible for property which is entirely 

unoccupied and unprotected, I would apprecia t e it if orders 

were issued to the effect that the Army shall remain in 

charge until the Office of Strategi c Services ta kes over . 

Otherwi se I mi ght render myse l f personally liable for 

very hi~h damages in the event of bur glary or arson, both 

of which are no t unknown to the 14orth Virginians , 



/ ) .,n,:. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 111 1944, 

W::..iiO.IWiDUill FOR 

J . Ffu.NKl.IN CAHTEI!: 

-
The Pres ident sugges t s tha t 

you might t alk wi th Mr. Coowley about 
the report on Columbium ore i n british 
Gui ana . 

Grace 0 . Tully 
Privat e Secretary 



"We, the Ptople" 
"'The w .. k IR Wtshlnoton•• 

""" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Ftonl«•l 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

Moltopolllon 4112 
Moltopolllon 41 13 

OCtober 3 , 1944. 

REPORT ON COUJHB~ 0~ n; RRJTISR C:lJT...AKA. 

Th& ntt aoh&d m<~~~or&ndum may bft of urgant importance to our war- effort , 

"""" i n that the supply of tantHlite is low and t hat Columbi~ Ore is of equivalent 

volue in providing the alloys for cert"in oomponenta of heavy bnmbers. 

represent the callbined judement or this Ullit end c1' 



-
/ , 

October 2, 1944 

REPORT ON COLUlrlBIUM ORE IN BRITISH GUIANA 

It is reported by 11:ajor Art \'lilliams that a_ new deposit 

of Columbium ore has been located in the Mazaruni Dist rict of 

British Guiana . 

This appears to be the f i rst deposit of any size in the 

VIe s t ern Hemisphere . 

Columbium alloys are vital to the manufacture of stain-

les s steel , a ircraft specialties , and par ticul arl y to t he 

ultra- high temperature apparatus used in For tress and Super-

Bombers . 

I t is stated that l"lhil e FEA has not been buying Col umbium 

ore , this Agency has been co8perating with Union Carbide and 
' 

Carbon Cor poration to increase u.s . supplies . It is believed 

that not more than six months' raw and finished stocks are on 

hand . 
I 

11.r . Jame s Baker of FEA is familiar with t h e g eological 

repor t s and mineralogical analyses of the British Guiana 

deposit . 

In view or the urgent demand for this ore in 829 ' s, etc. , 

it is recommended that: 

1 . An engineer from Electrometallurgical Company be 

sent immediatel y t o Bri tisb Guiana t o get th i s deposit under 

cont1•ol . 

2 . Major Art V. illianiS, AAF , in Geor getmm, British 

Gui ana, shoul d be invited t o assist i n th is undertakin~. 

SECRE:r 
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TH E WHITE H OUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

October 11, 1944 

oi.E.Ii!O R1..tllJU11i FOR 

ADUIR.J.L HROW.N : 

Will you l ook i nto t hi s? 

F. D.R. 

C..,nfi<icn!;'..nl "'one,..•, on U. S . Huvv COr.tllttOtla~ 
( ('. :, ·) t . Tonl t ns0n) :1 t ':'e,..cet ~a , .. :!0,.."1'! , "llb­
m1 ~tl'rl b;v J . F .,..anl·l tn CH~'tAr , lJ-1··1./ • • 

, 

• 



The President, 

The White House. 

Dear Mr. President: 

WAR OE:PAR!ME:NT 

WASHINGTON 

, 

October 14, 1944. 

Because of your interest in the attached Technical Se­
ries Nos 9 and 10 which you sent to the Ordnance Department, I 
thought you would like to have the following information with 
respect to developments in the two fields mentioned in the re­
ports. 

The plastic explosive to which reference was made in 
Technical Series No. 9 has been replaced in production by an im­
proved material, and the manufacture of the one-half pound block 
to which specific reference was made has been discontinued by 
the Ordnance people . In addition, the paper originally used for 
wrapping plastic explosives has been replaced recently by a paper 
of a quality believed better for this particular purpose. I am 
told that these changes remove the basis for the complaint set 
out in report No. 9. 

Regarding the possibility of mistaking the magazine re­
lease cn the MI carbine with the safety on this 11'8apon, the Ord­
nance Department reports that this has been recognized for some 
time. However, 5, 500,000 of these carbines have been manufactured 
and are being used in combat, but only a few complaints of this 
nature have been received and these only recently. Nevertheless, 
the desirability of ellm:l.nating any possible 11'8akness in our wea­
pons is recognized, and the Ordnance Department has therefore pre­
pared several alternate designs for the carbine in order to effect 
an improvement. At the present time, these new designs are being 
tested; and just as soon as the reports from these tests are re­
ceived, immediate action will be taken . 

Sincerely yours, 

'1~~~.~ 
Secretary of War, 



PLAS1'IC EXPLOSIVE 

Technical Series No. 9 

~eptember 28, 1944 

It is reported that the plastic high explosive 

known as "C-2," manufactured by the ~ Ordnance De-
• 

partment and supplied in rectangUlar one-half pound 

packages, is wrapped in an unsuitable paper. 

It is stated that demolition and specialized personnel 

handling this explosive 1n the field are unable to remove 

the inside wrapping paper easi~ from the sticky, fudge-like 

explosive and are consequently forced to pick it off piece 

by piece in order to properly mold the con~ents or three, 

four, or more packages into a suitable "shaped" charge. 
\ 

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to 

change the character of the wrapping paper to a suitable 

type whi~ may be easily and readily removed, 

-



• rechnica1 Series Report Jlo. 1~ 

Sept .. ber 28, 19&4 

U.S. C!RBlNB CALIBRE . 30 M-1 

It is reportec1 that the location of the sa.tety catch 

just to the rear ot the magazine catch on the M-1 Carbine 

Calibre . 30 has given considerable and serious difficulty 

in that the user inadvertently releases the ~~&gazine when 

attempting to push the safety catch to the "fire" position. 

It is further stated that the "feel" of the magazine 

catch and the satety catch which projects to the same 

hori.zontal level when in the "sate" position is so similar 

that men with cold hands and under other dirficulties in 

combat, such a s wet and darkness, cannot readily distinguish 

between the two. 

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to 

modify the safety catch in some manner to make it 

readily distingUishable and provide a deterrent against 

inadvertently releasing the magazine which falls out, thus 

rendering the weapon useless unti1 another can be inserted. 

It i s recommended in this connection that s erious 

consideration be given to a mod1f1cation consisting of 

the addition of a heavily knurled and somewhat pointed 

crown cap of the same diameter as the circular face ot 

the safety catch and on the right side of the piece. 

This mod1fication {fas~ened, perhaps, b7 a tapped 

rivet) would raise the ettective height ot the safety 
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1'6 No. 10 

catch in the •satetr" position ab9ye that ot the magazine 
catch and prortde a deterrent to the fincer or thumb 
moving torwa.rd to the magazine catch. The narrowed and 

pointed face of the raised 11cap" would f\D'ther identify 
the "satet7" under a1l conditions . 

I 

' I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September JO , 1944 

MEMORAlffiiD! FOR 

ARMY ORDNANCE DEP.:.'RTMENT : 

FOR YOUR INFOTIM ... TION. 

F. D. P.. 

TA.chni cal Pe L' n:rt f./rJ - Ph. .. at i c Explos 1. ve, 
S1lbri.~t,r,d "b7 J" . F.,.a nk1i,n Cn .,.teJ' , fl-28-U .. . 

:.l so Techni cal Rt9>ort; {flO - u.s . Co,·b1ne 
Caltb- e . ,o M-1 . 

. • 
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T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

hpteaber 30, 11M4. 

I'OR XOIJR IMI'OHMA!IOM, 

P .D,R, 

Teolm i.oal 17e ·1o:-t ,PB - L i fe "A~ft.'> for 
r.~a~chflnt Ve~~elR - sul>Tni tter1 i>v J . 
F~nnkl tn CRr~ e- , n- 28- 44 . 
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TH E WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

ScpteJTlbr.;:r 29 , l !l44 

: :::J .v:tAiiDL1'- r'v:1 

~o l.pndl c: 1·•1 t!a Pomch"'C!.y . 

l¥1,or:~ , I iio not l:now. 

F' . D. !l . 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
IJey Fronllin) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUilDING 
WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. 

"Wt. th• People11 

MotropoHieo 4112 
Motropolllen 411J 

"The Wool In Wothlnotoo" 

September 28, 1944 . 

Door Miss Tully: 

Her e ara three reports on teolmical subjects ( "T" Project )j(os. f, 9 (' ( 0 . 

1) Life Jlurts for J,:erohunt Vessels. This is an old controversy which 

threatens to flare into public contr oversy with , ossible political etrects . 

The report lists supporting date available in my ot'tice it' any t'urther evidenae 

is desired. Perhaps Admiral Orown micht be interested. 

?.) Plastic Explosive. A tougher type of !)ll!lQr ~n"appill£' is recCl'lllended 

tor the plastic hich explosive "C- 2" . This explosive is very sticky and the 

paper D0\'1 used i s apt t o t ear, aon,.tit utinr tm impediment to its use. Anny 

Ordnunae mitht be interested in this one . 

:5} u .s .Carbine Calibre .:50 l'- l. This carbine has one defect .,. ich con 

easil~ be corrected . The present asrbine has the safety- aatch end macaztne-

releu11e too cloae together and too s i milar in "feel" . As a result , especially 

in nieht fichtinc , personnel u:re apt to confuse the two and losa t heir macellines 

ut the moment they ore most needed . Corrective devices are outl ined , and s:re 

simple . Here , too , Army Ordnance micht well aons ider e modificat ion . 

OJt· 



THE WHITE H OUS E 

WAS HIN G T O N 
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Oc t obe r 25 1 1941 •• 

MI!:IIIOP.J\NDU!.i FOH 
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"We, the P.ople" 
"Tho w .. t In Wethington" 

~F , . .;. 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER ~~ 
(Joy Franklin) I 

1210 NATIONAl PRESS BUILDING · 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

Moll'opoiUon 4112 
Moll'opoU!en 411l 

C'ctob er 25 , 1944 . 

~3'0Rl.NDil ! FOR HISS 'J'UI.LY: LEAVJI: FOR SERVICE ?imS(}.lJEL , 

Dear Miss Tully: 

The attached brief report on alleeed unc ert aintiee and inequities in 

I 

leave f or service personnel s eems to bear on morale . Probably the mor a l of:(' i oer s 

of the Arm~ and !levy ore fully i nformed on the apecl f ic case reported , but i t , $.-
\ II' 

i s hereby 1'orwarded for th&i r infanna tion . )\ 

(J.P.: ~A, ( ~". ,·,, 
~ ~ ;' / 'J. 

.JrJ... "N ·f· 
. \}fy l.i\ ~ '-v ' 

vJv1 
\ ~\ / 7-.\1 

l-. ". \. ~- ~ , ]J I' 
., , t' ~J( \ 

~"11'' IJ \ \ 
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October 221 1944 

LEAVE FOR SERVICE PERSONNEL 

It ia reported tbat there 1a a aerioue condition now 

existing in the Military Services 1n the matter or granting 

leave to enliated and ottioer personnel. 'Over two montba 

ago conditione in the Army Air Forcea aa existing at 

Ascension Island, a large Air Transport Command Baae , were 

stated to be such that personnel bad not been granted soy 

leave for nearly eighteen montba . 

A recent oaae ia reported, involving a Navy Night 

Fighter Squadron in tra ining near Newport , Rhode Island 1 

the personnel of which bave been refused leave of any kind 

prior to bei.ng aent overseas, even though the majority 

of the pilots and other personnel had been granted no 

l eave tor eighteen months to t wo years. According to re-
II ports, even weekend passes" are moat .. difficult to get. 

The men end offi cers are said to .be unable to get 

their requests up "through ohannels" ·to a poi nt where 

they might receive aome attention . At a loaa to understand 

the "leave poli cy" of the Servi ces , they are stated to 

be most di sgruntled,with a consequent l oaa in morale . 

It ia re commended that the Chief Personnel Officers 

of the Army Ground Forces, the Army Air Forces, and the 

Navy be instructed to advise administrative and personnel 

officers through the commandfng otticera of all unite 1n 



/ 
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training and stationed in the continental 'United States 

as to the conditions and circumstances under which leave 

will be granted. 

It is further recommended that these instructions 

contain sufficient background material to indicate 

definitely the policy of the Services in the matter ot 

leave and rotation of duty. 

It would appear advisable that this information be 

prominently posted on bulletin boards • 

• 

GECAET , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 
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HOI~ . JON.Iil'Hlltl DANIELt.: 
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November 2, 

Returned to the President , 

witb the confidential information 

regarding the attached report of 

J. Franklin Carter. 

E.M.W. 

• 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF' STAFF 
WASHINGTON 215, D. C. 

Dovsmber l , 1944 

MEJ.!ORANWM FCR GENERAL WATSON 1 

You w:ill remember the attached papers 'll'hic.h you handed me 
the other day and asked me to let you know what you could say to the 
President. Since Technical Report No, ll deals ld.th luminous materials 
for the Navy, I have not concerned myself With this report. 

Technical Series Report No. l2 deals with the use of ex~ 
plosive gas or smoke to destroy enem;y internal combustion engines. The 
New Developments Division of the War Department Special Staff in com­
menting on this report, points out that the Of£ice of Scientific Re­
search and Development in 1941 at the request of the War Department con­
ducted certain tests along these lines. In additi~, the British at­
tempted to use smoke or gas bombs against the German V- 1 buzz bomb. 
The trials showed that it would be impossible to accurately project 
the required volumes of material to accomplish the lllission, The New 
Developments Division has also pointed out that if smoke or gas could 
be brought into use as suggested in the Technical Series Report, counter­
measures could be easily developed simply by applying a filter such as 
that used in a gas mask to the fuel systems of engines. The War Depart­
ment is not familiar with the fact that arrangements are being made to 
conduct an experiment at Fort Belvoir in the near future . 

With regard to the casualty blankets discussed in Report 
No. 13;- the New D"evelopments Division reports that work was begun on 
April 19, 1944, to-develop an electrically heated blanket for use in 
Heavy and very heavy bombardment type airplanes . On Octobe,r 20, a con­
tract for 210 of ..these blankets was let and it is expected that they 
Will become available Within six weeks, If they prove to be satisfac­
tory, the Air Forces plans to procure them in ~uantity. However, the 
Ai~Forces has made no effort to develop an electrically heated blanket 
for use in the air evacuation of casualties, since it is believed that 
the altitude at which hospital aircraft fly is not such as to require 
~he ~se of such equipment. 

Technical Series Report No. 14 deals with the development 
of a free-falling aerial delivery container and tbe publicity which has 
been given to this matter . I have found that the release of information 
concerning the aerial delivery container was premature and contrary to 
established policy which precludes publication until there is satisfac­
tory evidence that the eneii\Y knows of the develot:ment. To prevent any 

iiUs81Fi£iY'lt Ln.at 

1011 llllr>aoe.e (f/.17/&l) 

.. t •• ,_ ,,._, ~ )v-,9-_ 



such release in the .future, the Army Air Forces has directed that all 
articles on the develo~nt of the aerial delivery container must be 
cleared through the Assis11anto Chief of Air Staff Intelligence. To 
assure rapid development 9ons~tent with other production demands of 
the Air Forces, a suitable priority has been assigned to this project. 

l'raru: ! l n 0. l!ooeevelt Liaut 
DEClASStftED 
190 fli~ ... 5200.9 (·8/17/11), 

Jete- f- tf(6 J!~ 
fi ... tv•- yYI).... • . ·~ ~ 

1 • ~~ ... )~·~ 
,..J~""' ........... . 
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THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

October 25 , 194,~ . 

.• fLJ0.1"V .<1l.J ... r 'U.H 

Gl!ll'ffiliiiL 1o1 . TSUN ANL AL .. IIRHL .bR01uN : 

To f ino out a bout this frow 

the nr:Jy uno Navy . 

l< • .i.J • .H . 

(Col'',~~ !,1\i!': l""!''!Y'tnfllll- HD ' lint; t)f' :;!~C 
"OCl '>SU-·:;> h!>.l ll" •'ll 5"11~. t;o n'!J11i- 1 
:1•..-.. ' 11 . ) 

I 



.. w •. the P.ople" 
••rhe w .. k In Wo.thlngton" 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
!Joy Fronl lrn) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS 8UILOING 
WASHINGTON 4, 0. C • 

' MEt'O!WlDm! FOR !!ISS Tni..LY: 

lle8J' tass Tully: 

Motropollton 4112 
Motropollton 41 IJ 

OC t ober 10 , 1~4 . 

Rerewith pleaee f i nd three technical reports ("T" Project): 

No. 11. Report on alleged ohstruotinn to the use of llllllinous mteriale 

in nav;r units, especially sul:lnarines . This IB!teriel obviates tho use of 8111Elr-

genoy circuits for some purposes and, althoueh ordered, its employment has been 

stalled by alleeed ool!lll&rcial obstr~tion in the Jllaval l!eee8J'ch Luhora1.ory . 

No. 12. This is an interim report on the use of e>:plosive t•os or smoke 

t o destl'oy enemy airplane engines . Arm!' Orrlnance m1r,ht be interested . 

No. 13 . This is a report on elect ricllll!' heated casualty bl anket:s f"cr 

tranaporting wounded , pal'tioul.arly in t he uir. It i s rec~nded tta t t l is 

progrEUn he experl1 ted i n the interest or sa vine lives of nttl" service l'Wln. 

The ... ir Gurc;e nn •s Ot'fice "auld ap:l8ar to be most directly c: nnce~ned but no 

procurement htla been ordered by t.he Air Forces , pres\11'118bly because this is not 

an nperotional but u madicol problem. 

I 

• 
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TBCBIIC.&L SBRISS REPORT 10. 11 

October 6, 1M-& 

It is reported that the value or 1\alinous tape, 

l~noua plastic strips and sheets, aa well as other 

sillilar accessories which are "activated" by light to a 

degree which enables thea to "glow" with considerable 

brilliance through JI8D.1' hours of darkness, baa olll7 been 

vaguel7 recognized by m&nT ot the Services. 

\ 

In spite ot the demonstrated value or luminous 

material on u.s. and foreign merchant vessels, it is 

reported that the u.s. N&V7 has tor two and one half' 

7ears dela7ed actual procurement. 

Latest reports indicate that during lla7 1 19441 a 

procurement for rigid plastic luminous materials meeting 

NaV7 Interim ~pacification No. 17-L-18 for luminous 

plastic was initiated in the amount of 10,000 sets or 

411xl8"xl/l~" for use on submarines. 

The specifications called, among other things, tor 

a certain brightness after certain elapsed periods atter 

"activation." It is reported, however, that manufacturing 

companies proceeded to fabricate the materi~l under direct 

NaV7 inspection and met all requirements and were read7 

to make delivery on or about JUl7 12, 1944. 

At this time, however, it is stated that tbe inspector 

discoyer!d that a brightness test was required and shipped 

a sample to tbe Brookl.7n NaV7 Iard. The sample was 
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It i s stated that the tests conducted at Anacostia 
are carried out on a "w1de-angle11 photometer and that this 
ins trument depends upon Visual compari son of brightness 
by the eye of the operator for the readings given. It 
is further reported that the method of activation 
utilized at Anacost.ia produces such high temperatures 
in the material as to melt it out of shape. 

The method of comparison used is stated to be in­
accurate and, further, indeterlllinate and "antiquated" 
in view of the accurate photometer equipment giving 
accurate electrical comparisons by means of a photo­
electric cell device which reflects the curve of the 
dark adapted eye. 
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The Navy Yard Laboratory at Anacostia, as well as 

the Navy Yards at Philadelphia and Washington, are re­

ported to have avail able this superior photometer eqUip­

ment. The Bureau of Standards carries out all its 
1 me~surements on such photo-electric photometer, it is 
J ) 

stated. 

Repeated laboratory tests of the material fabricated 

for the above-mentioned procurement are stated to show 

the luminous plastic to meet in every W87 the required 

brightness. 

As a consequence, no delivery of the 10,000 pieces 

of luminous plastic i s reported to have been made, 

material fabricated by the two companies s till remaining 

in the factory . It is stated in this connection that 

actual, practical tests conducted in a submarine or 

under simulated conditions would have shown the value 
> 

of immediate acceptance and use. However, it is stated 

that no such practical tests have ever been conducted . 

It is further reported that a test conducted over 

a year ago by the Navy on luminous materials was a com­

plete farce in view of the fact that it was held on a 

brightly moonlit night after which the test group stated 

that "a white cloth tape would do just as well." 

The tests at Anacostia are carried out under the 

direction of Dr. Dawson, Chief ot the ~hysical Optics 

6EORE+ 
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Division, Naval Hesearch Laboratory. 

It is reported further that procurement and use of 

luminous materials in the u.s. Navy is actually under 

the thumb of llr. G.W. Fredericks, a civilian in the 

Bureau of Bhips and a former Ueneral Electric (Nela Park) 
• 

employee. 

Current opinion is said to be firm in the belief . 
that the use of luminous materials in the Armed Services 

has been discouraged by General Electric for the reason 

that their obvious success would eliminate many emergency 

circuits and emergency equipments and accessories. 

In view of the demonstrated and practical use of 

luminous markers and accessories, it is recommended 

that immediate steps be t~en to procure and use ~uminous 

marking on all types of naval vessels and auxiliaries 

and that provision be made to immediately establish 

practical useable standards of luminosity in order that 

procurement and delivery ma:y be hastened. 

' 
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Technical Series Ho. 12 

October 6, 1944 

SUPPLEMENl'ARX MEII01WIIDlll ON 

ENGINE DEOTRUCl'ION BY GA~ OR SMOtE 

UDder date or August 21, 1944, a short report on 

the possibilit,' or destro7ing the engines or all enem;y• 

vehicles, planes , tanks , etc., b,y internal d1srup~ion 

was submitted. ~ copy attached) 

It is now noted that according to "lhe Periscope," 

in Newsweek, October 2 , 1944, "Propaganda Minister Goebbels 

i s energetically promising Nazi oi'ricers the early pro­

duction of a new weapon, describing it as an apparatus 

which will stall all. mechanized equipment and cause 

planes to crash ••• " 

13EORET 
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ENGINE DES'l'RUCTIOB BY GAS OR SloiCEE 

I t baa been wsgeat.d that an erteotive metho4 ot 
• 

anti- tank de!'enae might oonai8t in .the \we ot l.and m!Dea 
• 

I 

and shells containing a amake which, wbelr drawn in t .hrough 

the air intake or the engine, would, in combination with 

the engine !'uel, explode with violence sufficient to deatro:r 

the engine. 

It 1a stated that an old combination or nitrogen 

tetroxide and gaaol.ine known a s "analite" was utilize d 1n 

World War I i n drop bombs • In this connec tion an experi­

ment to determine the ef f ectiveness or this and other non 

po1sonoua gases in combining wi th gasoline and other fuels 

to torm a suitable h1sh e xp1odve i n the combuat1on ohsmber 

haa been suggested. Tentat1 ve arrangements are being made 

t o conduct a simple experilll8nt or this nature a t Fort 

Belvoir in the near future . 

It would appear, however, t hat t his principle haa 

consider able merit and t : IB.t 1 t would be desirable ( 1! it has 

not already b 9on pr oved impractical) t o e xplore it tborough1z. 

The use of some comparatively harmless gas or smoke to 

ren der useless tanka, pl anes , and all other vehicles powered 

by internal combustion ene;Lnea could be a very p0!!£t'ul 

weapon. 

6CCR5T 



Technical ~er1es Report No. 13 

October 7 • 1943 

CASUALTX BLANKE:!: {ELEC'l'RICALLY HEATED) 

It is reported that, although a project to develop 
a suitable electr1call7 heated blanket tor the use of 
the Medical ~ervices in transporting wounded {particularly 
by air) was initiated over thirteen months ago, less than 
200 heated blankets have been manufactured to date. 

It i s further reported that the Air l''orces have 
set up no require.ment s tor such a blanket, either through 

the Air ~urgeon' s Office or the Divis~on of Oper ations, 
Commitments , and Requirements . 

It is further reported that the present few blankets 
have been procured only by the use of experiment al funds 
and that there i s no indication that procurement 1s to 
be i nitiated to pr ovide the quantities of such blankets 
now desperately needed by the Services. 

It is recommended that imm~ate s teps be taken to 

prepare a final specification on which a r apid procurement 
program for such blankets may be properly initiated. 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• 



"Wo, lho Pooplo" 
"Tho Woo~ In We•hlnolon" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy FnnUin) 

1210 NATIONAl PRESS IUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4. 0. C. 

Moln>politon 4112 
Moln>polilon 4113 

OCtober 10 , 1944 , 

~PORI' ON 'l'fiE SO-CALLED "SKYHOOK" AERLU. DRLIVERY CONTAlNl':R. ("T~ Projeot , No. 14) 

Here is a point ot ~hich a technical device also becomes a political issue . 

The " skyhook", & 8 previous reported , i8 8 device !'or droppine 8\lppliee 'llei('hill€ 

up to 5o;i peundll per unit , 1.n a 8J>&Cial conttdll8r 1vhl:ch ralls wi t h a "maple- leaf" 

ertect. This is a means by which supplies can be dropped with precision, ~here 8 

parachute can drift outside or the target-areo. If these "8ky- hookll" had been em-· 

ployed, the ?olisb Underground troops in ilarsaw could have bean suppli ed with li•ht 

machill8 euns , rood and W!lllunit1on. Now it seems that the '}usrtermaater Corps of 

the Army has published details or t he device, which con eesil~· be copied h~" the 

enemy, While at the ae.me t ime the ;\ir Force11 have diso Ot!l"oeed its devolopnent and 

rigged the tests against it (See attached report , "T" Project Auruet 17) . 

The recol'lll!!ndation is made that develoJ;1'lent of this device be expedited and 

that any published materiel be prohibited. 

~ u :F.C. 

I 
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'l'echnical Series Report No . 14 

October 101 1944 

AERI AL Dl!;LIVERY' CON'l'AINER 

It was reported on August 171 1944 , that an aerial 

delivery cont ainer, which could be dropped from aircraft 
• ¥<ithout the use of a parachute, i.e., a free-fall device , • 

had been developed and was capable of delivering about 50 

pounds of supplies . (Copy of report attached) 

Recent publ icity describing this device, which i s 

known as a 11okyhook," in considerable det ail gives the 

enemy complete knowledge of the existence of the device, 

as well as its characterist ics and design features . In 

this connection there is attached a copy of a clipping 

appearing in a New York paper on September 30 , 1944. 

Similar information appeared in the "Science'' column 

of the New York Times, Sunday, October 8, 1944, and 

a l so in Business \'leek, October 7, 1944. 

It i s report ed that the channel for release of this 

informat i on was the Air Quart ermasters Office at Baltimore. 

In brief, a description of the skyhook appeared in a 

rest r i cted Air Quarter masters or Quartermasters publication 

in July, after which the edit or of the Ouartermaster 

Review, a priva t e puhlication, saw the description of the 

skyhook in the above r estricted Army Bul letin and , desiring . 
to publish i t, request ed removal of t he restriction by the 
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Public Relations Office of the Air l''orces . Permlssion 

was immediately granted and it appeared in the July- August 

iss ue of his magazine . The release prepared b,y Bcience 

Service as appearing in the attached clipping is almost 

a verbatim account of the article appearing in the 
~ 

Quartermaster Review. 

It is reported that the problem of' dropping supplies 

to troops, isolated guerillas, or natives has many times 

been a difficult one because of the visibility of 

parachutes to the enemy. It is further reported that 

the need for a 11free fall'" container to assure unobtrusive 

aerial delivery is very great . 

At the present time the skyhook container is reported 

to be still under development and test, no actual deliveries 

having been made for use by the Services as yet . In this 

connection it is reported that the common practice has 

generally been to maintain the highest classification 

until such time as the equipment has actually been in 

use in the theatres of war for at least one year. 

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to 

' prevent the release of information of this character 

which might be of assistance to the enemy. 

It is further recommended that steps be taken to 

more properly evaluate the 'need for continued classifica­

tion in the higher categories. 

'• 
-" Cj t-- " 1 
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August 1'7, 1944 

AElUAL DELIVERY CONTAINER 

A free-fall aerial delivery container capable of 

delivering a maximum of 50 pounds safely on the ground 

from nominal air speeds of from 120 to 140 miles per 

hour at altitudes above 600 reet has been successfully 

tested at Wright .l:<'ield. 

A rec~nt test conducted last ~aturday (August 12) 

under R and D, oss, was a total failure due to overloading 

t he containers and excessive air speed, as well as com­

plete lack of attention to type of package to be delivered, 

as well as packing . 
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"We, the P.ople'; 
"Tho WMk in WoohinQion" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronllin) 

1210 NATIONAl PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

MSMORANDtM FOR MISS TULLY: RBPORI' ON YOl!IG PU'IZI • 

Dear Mille ~ly: 

' 
Motropoliton 4112 
Molropolilon 4113 

NoYember 2, 1944. 

The Preddent Jlight be interested to knew that tbe Army bas aaaiE'18d 

yoUDg Putzi (Bgon HantJJtaengl) to an ortioer'e training oa.p---iDtantry--in 

Auatrilia. He writes: "1 8111 gratefuL to the President, who originally showed 

auoh gemroua trust in •· l ehal~ eiDlerel.y try to live up to it." 

Incidentally, I han told the Brltillh tilaeay that I han baan diraotad 

to tlll'n the father's truJllal over to th•• I did not add that they knew wbat 

they could do with th•· 

/) jc'· { ·".a. 
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"Wo, the People" 
'j 

"Tho Wook In Woalllnvton" .. 

JOHN FRANKUN CARTER 
(Joy mnlhn) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4, 0, C. 

Mtln>polrton 4 I 12 
Mot.opollltn 411) 

I W lfonlllber 14. 19U. 

; 

MIIIIIORANIXJN l"OR lliSS '1'\JLLY: '!BCHNIO.U. 9RIJS RSPOR'!'S JIOO . 18 .A11D 19 • • 

Dear Mise TUlly: 

Herewith plNee f1Jid T Projeot ~ta !foe. 18 aDd 19, aa follows: 

1) ~~at1on 'hat tmmed1a'e steps ba taken t o 1n1tate a separate 

daveloJDan' and pro .. otion uni ' tor adequate l1Q1.1id oxygaD s upply to 1118et the 

u:rgnt nee4a ot t he 41r J'oroea and Medical sanioee. The tr•••ut suppl y 1a 

l1aitad by patent ad 110110poly controls now Wider scrutiny by the Depart.nt ot 

J'uat1oe1 

2) 4 reoCiblndation that 'he !la•al. Researoh Laboratory be direoted to 

develop a s uitable "d:pe Drker", aa described 1n my report ot A~ust 5, 1944. j- / 
). .. \,· 

h\/fv' 
?...1t l ~· 
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November 13, 1944 

Technical Series Report No. 18 

. LIQUID OXYGEN 

It is reported that, while liqUid oxygen is being 

produced in great quantities in Germa~ for military and 

civilian use, production in the United States has hardly 

passed the pilot-laboratory stage. It is rurther reported 

that research activities in the field of possible new uses 

for liquid oxygen are being intenseiy carried on by uerman 

scientists . It is also reported that Russian production 

of liquid oxrgen, research, as well as present use, closely 

parallels that of Nazi uermaqy . 

In addition to being available and utilized for high 

level flight, 1,1.qu1d oxygen is also widely used in lierma~ for : 

1. Lightweight oxygen tanks for medical use, i . e ., 

in place or oxygen tents , 

2, Use as fuel in jet-propelled or similar rocket 

missiles as well as other types of propulsion 

engines. 

3 . Small compact oxygen equipment for welding uses . 

It is stated that ea.rly in the war the pra~tical 

possibility of utili zing liquid oxygen for high altitude 

aircraft was explored in the United States. It is stated 

that the Navy went so far as to order s everal oxygen­

rectifier plants to pr oduce liquid oxygen for use on ship­

board , which were never used . It i s stated further that 
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' the Army Air Forces made sporadic and unsuccessful attempts 

to initiate the production and use of ~iquid oxygen for 

high altitude flying. In both cases, it is reported, 

officers on high levels reflected industrial pressure. 

In connection with (1) it is further reported that 

over two years ago the Mayo brothers of Rochester, Minnesota, 

unsuccessfully attempted to secure the production and release 

of liquid oxygen in sufficient amounts to equip their 

hospitals . 

It is reported that the above conditio.ns are solely 

due to the restrictive and obstructionist tactics of the 

Air Reduction Company and their affiliated associate, Linde 

Oxygen. These Companies, it is stated, are sole owners of 

liquid oxygen patents i n the United ~tates (U . S. holders 

or Claude patents), and for this reason the ~roduction of 

liquid oxygen or equipment for making liquid oxygen in the 

United ~tates is solely dependent on their activities . 

It is further reported that research in the United 

States on liquid oxygen centers around that carried on 

under the Office or Scientific Research and Development and 

the National Defense Hesearch Committee, the sole result 

of which has been to further concentrate the patent holding 

on new developments in the use of liquid oxygen in the 

firm of Arthur D. Little, Chemists, of Cambridge, Massa­

chusetts, and the Massachusetts Institute of '.l.'echnology. 

Research and experimentation looking toward the use 

of liquid oxygen in aircr aft and the medical field are 



. .. 
' 

/ 
- 3 -

, 
I 

reported to have been carried on by .llr,. John J. Ackerman, 

720 Washington Avenue, ~.E., IIU.nneapolis , Ki.nnesota, 

and by Dr. llathis, toraerly ot southern Illinois , and now 

a Lieutenant in the N&Tal Medical Corps stationed at 

Patuxent, Maryland. Both these men are stated to be ardent 

propagandists on the need t or the use of liquid oxygen t or 

botl military and medical services. 

The further development of high-level flight as well 

as the more ef ficient oper ation of military and transport 

aircr aft are dependent on a more adequate oxygen supply. 

With the use o.t" liquid oxygen it i s reported that a wide 

margin of sai'ety will be afi'orded aircraft in the matter 

of oxygen supply, thus enabli.ng thea to stay "above the 

weather" for as long as may be necessary . (Present military 

and transport aircraft equipped with gaseous oxygen t anks 

have a comparatively limited supply.} 'The production and 

use of liquid oxygen, it is stated, would remedy this 

vital deficiency . 

The parallel need for widespread avai l ability of 

oxygen supplies to the medical services , Doth military and 

civilian, indicates urgent need for a provision that the 

small compact liquid oxygen cylinders be utilized . De­

velopment of r esearch in jet-propelled pl anes , rocket s, 

and other missiles as well as the need tor lightweight 

welding equipment further underl i ne the strategic nature 

of liquid oxygen. 

OECh_ J 
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It is reported at the present time that the Department 

of Justice has the liquid o~gen cartel under investigation. 

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to 

initiate on a high level a separate development and pro-

duction unit for adequate liquid o:xygen supply in order to • 
fill the urgent need of the Air Forces and Military Medicine. 
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November 13, 1944 

Tech.nical Series Report No. 1( 

PLANE CRASH DYE MARKER 

It is reported that activities promising development 

of a sui table 11dye marker," as described in the report of 

August 5, 1944, have resulted only in sporadic research by 

the Navy on the part of a Junior Lieutenant working with 

personnel in the repair shops at the Naval Air Station, 

Jacksonville. 

It is recommended that immediate action be taken to 

initiate development through the pilot-model stage, of 

the simple mechanisms necessary to provide an adequate 

dye marker for mill tary and transport aircraft flying over 

water. 

It is further recommended that this development be 

carried on under the direction of the Naval Research 
. 

Laboratory, acting as the directing agency for both Ar~ 

and Navy Air ~ervices. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON • 

NoTanber 18, 1944. 

UlMOP.ANDOM FOR ;J. FRANKLIN CARTER 

In regard to the report on 

Putzi, I am enclosing a memorandum , 

which is s elf-expl anatory. 

Cr6ce C. Tully 
Private Secr etary 
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1G E WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WAIIHINCITON U , D . C . 

' 
November 181 1941+. 

I 

I 

il&!ORANDUl.l FOR laSS TUU.Y: 

When I received yo~r note of November 16 r egard- ' 
ing llr. Carter's memorandum concerning the disposition of 
funds received from the sale of a piano p~rchased for P~t~i, 
I asked the ltilitary District of Washington for advice on 
this ~bject. 

The W.litary District of Washington does not know 
the so~e of the funds which were ~sed to pay for the piano. 
However, it is tho~ght that P~tzi 1 s son made negotia tions for 
the p~rchase b~t that the instrument was actually bought with 
Government money allocated to l.!r , Carter. If this is tl'Ue 
our people are of the opinion that the re.mission of the pro­
ceeds to Putzi wo~d be impossible. 

You will note tha t l.!r. Carter also mentioned 
Putzi •s request for an allotment of $20.00 a month from hie 
son 's pay. I feel quite certain that the Enemy Alien Prop­
erty ~stodian wo~d object to the transfer of this money to 
Putzi . In any event ~ Re~lations state that the payment 
of allotments or dependency benefits to aliens in foreign 
co~triee will be gpv,rned by Treas~y Department re~ations. 

AcJf.~~ 
B, W, DAVENPOR 

Lt. Colonel, G. s, C., 
Asst. Secretary, General Staff, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Novemtler 16 , 1Q41.. 
• 

J .~:OR:J!L't!M l<'OR C.:OL . l)..,.VENl'ORT: 

t tuke 1. t f.,..om rr,,. . Cart e;- I s n:emo,.a nd Ul11 

that ho, out of p;ovarili!lent f unos , ourohnsed 

th e ')iano . I f t hi.s :l.s true , i t ";ould be 

il'lnoss1blA to sencl t;he money to onr f "'iend 

a s of cOII'~'Se 1 t ts eov~rnment 1)TOTle,.ty . 

G. G.T. 

I 
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RE.PORT ON PUTZI HANFSTAENGL 

The attached letter just· received from Putzi in his 

British prison camp raises ~ defini\e problem. I shall , of 

course , take up with his son the matter of the requested $20 

a month allotment from the latter's pay. The other request 

for a sum of money represented by the value of the piano 

which was purchas ed out of my own funds Ior this project, 

raises a difficulty . Even assuming that I could sell the 

piano and forward him the.money to relieve his present state 

of destitution, the Brit ish Government would be bound to 

assume that we were continuing to maintain an interest in 

his present wel fare and future status . Since this ~ould 

raise a matter of major policy, I ask to be directed as to 

what course you wish me to fo llow. 

Jl(lLASSifiEI 
If..,..\)' ArolaiY1tt of tbl U,l, 

~-._.:n ,.,,MAY 1 1972 
• •• J 0 IN In 

I 



/ COPY 

Wednesday, October 26, 1944 

Per Air Mail: 

Important Business Clause . 

Dear John: This letter has been delayed for reasons I leave 

to your imagination. Vlhen I had to leave Washington on Sat . 

Sept . 23 , '44 there was no possibility ( 1 ) to telephone you . 

Accordingly I made Col. Casteele promise t hat he would give 

you and Sheila~ best love etc . etc ., adding to it the request 

for financial help. What I want you to do for me over here is 

t he following: Please communicate with my son Egon or ask him 

t o send me kindly each month the amount of ~20. via you. Should 

Egon have already sent money , do lose no time to forward it to 

me c/o P Camp c/o Chief Po.stal Censor Liverpool. 

By the way: If you should be able to sell the Steinway which 

Egon bought Xmas 1942, please do so and send the money to me . 

As I finally prevailed on Capt . N. to let me have 3 Pounds just 

before we parted company in Scotland , I should like you to repay 

111m this amount out of the firs t twenty dollar remittance . Will 

you k.indly thank him in my name when you repay him, and ask him 

to have all the items sub part III of Inventory, dated Sept . 23 , 

'44 at Bush Hill sent to me . viz . 1 Rain Coat , 1 heavy wind -breaker 

jacket , 1 pair of Corduroy trousers and miscellaneous personal 

clothing. 4 suit cases . - - Aw. Davenport will know what I mean . 
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It will be unnecessary to comment on the turn matters have 

taken . Seen 1n the perspeotive of t wo years and three months 

during which I worked loyaily ~nd unremitti ngly in aid of the 

cause my son is fighting for, my rei nternment seems a rather 

mediocre finale to a noble begi nni ng. I regret this doubly 

for the sake of Egon who all along had been so confident that 

matters concerning his father would be handled in a sportsman-

like manner . 

With best love to Sheila and the girls 

Semper idem 

/S/ Ernst Hanfstaengl 

• 
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THE W H I TE H OUSE 

W ASH ING T O N 

IIDOR.\IDUJI JOR 

ADMDIAL LA11D I 

fOR UPOM. 

r.D.R. 

Secret Report on "Hiclonan Sea Sled" and Maritime 
Commission, dated 11/20/44, sent in by 
John Franklin Carter. 

• 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Froollio) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS IUILOING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

• JI!IPCM' O!f MB'l'BOD CJP RA!fllLDfG HOBii iCAL Rll'OR!'S ("'!'" PHO~) 

Moi'OpoUtoo 4112 
Mot.opolltoo 41 tl 

.4/..~avl.t or reoant experieoe, I think 1 ban roUD4 the e1mpleat 

110!1{ .. tbod ror halldl1118 t he teolu:lioal report a ("'''" Projeot), 

lllld 

A 

Sinoe I • not ~elt a technical •n, I baTe a rull-tillle technical aeatatant, 

•rl.e Hia:.ooolt, who ia llll M.I.T. gred111lte ucl thor oughly railiar with war-tU. 

teolm.toal p:robl- aDd prooe4un, a.a well as aiUtary p:rocu.rea&t methods . Riaoock•a 

reports are ro~ardad to you only wheD they iDdioate t hat t here is an taportaDt 

probl- llhicb ca11 a lid ebovl.d be dealt wi tb, within a r.aao11able apace or tiJH. 

I t you wUl then authorize IU to taka up a technical r eport with the 1Dd1oated 

age110y, I oau then locate the appropriate ortiotal a11d discuss the whole thing with 

him, int'QJ'IIIally. It, sa a result of thie talk, it • ...., that the origillal report 

baa ellbatantial meru ud action cu a11d should be takeD, the ner:t step ta to tor-

ward a copy t o the gonr~:~~ent agency or depart-t 111t'ol1'84 tbrougll cblliiDale, with 

a diraothe t o atudy alld report aDd taka appl'Oprlata aotioD, Thia forwarding fl 

report through ohanl1als, attar prelimilliU'Y 41aoust1on, e1111blea the rtgllt otrioial 

to aot without oomplicat1118 his papar work by auy 4e"Yiat1on rraa pnacribed routim. 

This proeadure prot eo \a you ud the aganoy rrc:a any contuai cn wh icb lllif'ht 

arha 1t the ortioial action ware take without ti.nt Uking aura t hat t he tachni-

cal ieauas presented 110t ollly ha't'a real merit but can be dealt with erracti"Yely, 

Thia als o protaote ay outrtt rra. t he danger ot a1etakaa arlsillf', rrc:a my personal 

ig11or8110e or tecbllioal ~~&tta.n. In tbta oolll18ot1011, I haTe laid down the rule 

that I will not OOilllid.-r t ouobiiiS any technical. •tt•r in wbiob anybody 111 ay 

Unit baa a .,.raoral interest slid that the preliminary report must 

carraot 8 Jld.o,c0111ol•t• • a.f:~ . 
f\JW.~ 

be f••'·•i.l.,.- \ 
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"Wo, tho Pooplo" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronllln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDI NG 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

"Tho WH\ In Woah1nvton" 
Mttropoflltn 41 12 
Moftopollltn 41 13 

November 21, 1944 

9~ !?fA{~ ~~J o~r ( ·~rq ~4'") 
As directed , the matter of l i quid oxygen covered 

by Technical Series Report No . 18, was taken up with 
the Army Air Forces , A conference of yesterday with 
Brigadier General F , H. Smith, of Genera l Arnold ' s 

staff, indicated that the production and use of liquid 
oxygen would have definite military value . 

In this case , the best indicated procedure a ppears 
to be the direct transmittal of a copy of the Technical 
Heport with accompanying memorandum from you to tir . 

Lovett , the Assistant Secretary for Air . A fairly 

prompt and full report on the present status of production 
and research in the field of liquid oxygen for the use 
of the Air Forces would seem to be indicated . 

' 
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Technical Geries Report No . 18 

LIQUID OXYGEN 

It i s reported that , while liqui d oxygen i s being produced 
in gr eat quant i tie s in Germany for military a nd civi l i an use , 

production i n the Un i t ed States has hardly passed the pi lot ­
labor atory stage . It is fu rther reported that r e search activi ­

ties in the field of possible new uses for liquid oxygen are 

being lntens e l y carried on by German sci entists , It i s a l s o 

reported that Russ ian production of liquid oxygen , research, as 

well as present u se , c l osely parallels that of Naz i Germany. 

In addition to being available and utilized for hir.;h level 
flight , liquid oxygen is a lso widely used in Gernany fo:r : 

1 . Lightweight oxygen tanks for medical use , i.e ., 

in place of oxygen tents . 

2 . Use as fuel in j e t - propelled or s imilar rocket 

missiles as well as other types of propulsion 

enrines . 

3 . Small compact oxyc;en equipment for welC.inl) uses , 

It is stated that ear ly in the war the pract i cal possibili­
ty of utilizin13 liquid oxyr;en for hi13h a l titude aircraft was 

expl or ed i n the Un i t ed States . It is stated t hat the Navy went 

so far as to order several oxygen - rectifier plants to produce 

liqu id oxy~en for use on shipboard , which were never used , It 
# is stated· further that the Amy .'\ir Forces made sporadic and 
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unsuccessful attempts to initiate the produc tion and use of 
liquid oxygen for high altitude flyin~. In both cases , it is 
reported , officers on high level s reflected industrial pressure , 

In connection with ( 1) it b further reported tba t over 
twd years ago the Mayo brothers of' Bochester , Minnesota , unsuc-

' I cessfully attempted to secure the production and release of 
liquid oxygen 1n sufficient amounts to equip their hospitals . 

I t is reported that the above conditions are solely due 
to the restrictive and obstructionist tactics of the Air Reduc -

tion Company and their affiliated associate , Linde Oxygen , 
':l'heae Companies , it is s tated, are soLe ownel'S of liquid oxyp;en 

patents in the United States (u.s . holders of Claude patents), 
and f or this reason the ur od uction of liquid oxyP,en or equip­
ment for me.kins liquid oxy~en in the United States is solely 
dependent on their activities . 

It is f urt her repor ted that research in the United States 
I 

on liquid oxygen centers around that carried on under the Of i lce 
of Sc 1ent1fic Research and Development ancl the National Defense 

Research Committee , the sole result oi which has been to further 
concentrate the patent holding o.n new developments in the use 
of liquid oxygen in the !'irm of Arthur D. Litt le , Chemi sts , of 
Cambricr.;e , J.:as sachusetts , and the J.las sachusetts Institute of 
'l'echnol ogy. 

hesearch and experimenta tion lookins toward the use of 

liquid oxys en in aircraft and the medical field are reported 
to have been carried on by J·.lr . John J . Aclcerman, 720 \'iashinp;ton 
\ venue , S .E., !Jinnes polis , l'innesotfl , and by Dr . J'athis , f or merly 

• 
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of southern Ill inois , and now a Lieutenant in the llaval Med ical 

Cor ps stationed at Patuxent , Maryland , Both these men are stat ed 

to be ardent propagandists on the need for the use of liquid 

oxygen for both military and medical serv1.ces , 

'l'he further development of high - level flight as well as 

the more effi cient operation of military and transport aircraft 

are dependent on a more adequate oxygen supply, Vlith the use of 

liquid oxygen it is re ported that a wide margin of safety w1.ll be 

afforded air craft in the matter of oxygen supply, t hus enabling 

them to stay "above tile weather" · for as long as may be necessary, 

(Present mi l ita ry and trans port aircraft equ_ipped with gas eous 

oxygen tanks have a comparatively limited supply . ) The pr oducti on 

and use of liquid oxygen , it is stated , would remedy this vital 

d eficiency. 

The narallel need for wi,des pread ava ilability oi oxy~en 
• 

suppl ies to the medical services, both military and civilian, 

indicates ur gent need for a provision tha t the small c ompact 

liquid oxygen cylinders be utilized , Development of r esearch i n 

jet - propelled planes , r ockets , ,and other missiles a s well as the 

need for li~htweieht welding equipment f urther underline the 

strateqic nature of liquid oxygen, 

I t is reported at the present t i me that the Department of 

Justice has the liquid oxyr~en cartel under investigation . 

It i s recommended that immediate ste ps be taken t o initiate 

on a hi~h level a s e pa rate develo~nent and pr oduc t i on uni t for 

adequate l iquid oxyRen supply in order to fill the urgent need 

of the Air l•orces and l.'ilito.ry J(edicine , 
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' "'W•, the People"' 
"Tho WMl ln Woaldagloo" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronlllo) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS IUILOING 
WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. 

Moln>pollton 4112 
f(.lo!Topoliton 411) 

November 27 , 1944 . 

MIMORANDIM FOR MISS TULLY: IN'J.'BRDI REPORT ON LBAW FOR SBRVJOE P!RSONNtl.. 
' • 

Dear Miss Tully: 

In reference to ~ report on •Leave tar Service Personnel", Ootober 

22, 1944, informal d1scuse1oDB at the War Deportment 11ld1cate that this 1e 

a policy adopted by Major-General Ste11ben Henry, G-1. My &l{!p;eet ion 1a that 

a copy ot the report, herewith attached, should be transn1tted to General 

Henry, with a requ.st tor oomment. 

In this connection, it should be noted that t his matter also att'ects 

the morale of Navy personnel . 



"We, the Ptopl•" 
;'The Week rn Woahlngtonu 

r.Jf 
JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 

!Joy Fronllin) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, 0 . C. 

Molropolllon 4112 
Molropollten 4 113 

Nove!llber 27, 1944. 

M!MORANDW FOR MISS TULl.Y: INT!RDI RBI'ORI' ON AMIRIOAN TANK SITUA.TION • 
• 

Dear Mies 'l'ully: 

'!'he attaohed clippillg fran the •washillgt on Post", November 25, 1944, 

.Yanks Win Fierce Tank Battle eto"'continuation on the reverse or clipping), 

gives melancholy confirmation of t his Unit's three reports on the subject 

of de r1o1eno1es in current proolll.'emct or American Army tanks (Copies herewith 

attached). 

It now seems that American Sherman tanks or early 1943 desigu are bexing 

sent into action against GermaJI Super-Tiger Tanks , wbicb out- armor and out-fun 

them. 

It ie suggested that inquiry be made or the War DepertiiBDt as to official 

responsibility for thie situation. 



·w •. the P.ople*' 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy f<onlllo) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4, o:c. 

""Th• w .. k I" w .. Mnoton*' Motropollt10 4112 
Mottopollton 4113 

November 27 , 1944, 

RBP<J!'1' ON "RADIO 'I'RANSMITTIR--SIWJID MBRCURY VAPOR TURBID" ( "'1'" PRO:rl!O'l', No. 20) 

Here ia a remarkable development in radio transmission, which seems to have 
been promoted by the Navy' a Bureau ot Shipe , Radio Section, which ought t o be ac-
c alerated. 

Thia device has bean held in the laboratory atega for more than a year . It 
s eems to have unique advantasas far airway communication and intel ligence a arvioe. 
It ought to be given pilot-modal development and f ield teats . 

The .J.I'edaral Telap·hone BJid Radio Cor poration Laboratories, Newat!c, N, J ., are 
aaid to have f actory l!IOdelB, 

I :recolllftend that, since the Nny Department doaa not aaem to be interested 
in ita further development, the Office of t he Sacreta.ry ot War eball be requested 
to initiate camprahane1ve teats an.d dave lo]liii&Bt, in coordination with othar military 
and civilian governmant al agencies which may be interested in t hia device. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE pfi 

WASHINGTON 

loveaber 27, 1944. 

!IEIIOlWIDUU FOR 

J Oliii FRA.N.a.Li C.utl'EB 

In re "Report on Yyera 

DeYice fOI' Reacmant Jet 

Propulsion•, tbe President 

auggesta tbia be taken up wi th 

General .Arnold. 

Grace G. Tully 
PRIVATE SECRF.TARY 
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.• JOHN FRANKUN CARTER 
(Jay Frenl lln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS 8UILDING 

WASHINGTON ~. D. C. 

"We, the P.op1e" MoltopoJJtoo 4112 
Mo11opolllon 411 3 "Tho WHl In Woohln9too" 

ltMi I 

lm'ORT ON KYBRS DniOI P~ RISOlWf'l' Jft PROPUlSI ON (..,... SIRnS NO. 19) 

'!!1.11 ~~~ eagtzw t.1 bee k1oud aroiiDil t he Gonr-nt 111110e .lpr11 

ot 1941 al1d yet, in the opinion or oompetet teohnio1ane, it rtfl'eaente the 

Department put it in thl "Secret• olaseitioation but liter r • oved restrtotione 

1 0 ae t o facilitate W. P. B. deTelopaent. The ueual ekul14fuggery has resulted in 

t he uaual J'UD•arOUDd, failure to ccaplete t11t1, nietl i ng Ol'lr oontraote and 

110 forth . 

It 11 eerioully r eo011111ended t hat you requeet Dr. Arthur B. C0111pton of 

• 
Chicago or 110111 equally h.igll-leTel reaearob teohnologht to etudy thia report 

and, in oont'erenoe with t ho11 who oan int'o:na b1m or the detaile ot jll'eaent 

del'llox-nt lll1d pertormanoe (Mr. :a.s . Roberte and Mr. I.B.Myere--tbt latter bi1Jif7 

the inTentor) , llllllt:e filll1 deoiaion o.n llbetber to complete tb 1a deTelo~nt or 
• 

rel eeae 1t to the innntor tor Jll'h'at e exploitatioJI. 

• In lhill oonzwotton, Dan NU.a baa ~a1ned i .n oontact with tbe Myare 

deTioe and ill 0011petent t o euplrl'he any hi gb- l el'll adainiatratil'e deoieione 

J'lquired to expedi te action and decision. 

•• 



November 15, 1944 

Technical ~eries Heport No . 19 

• 'I 
Jll:'l" r'HOPULo!ON l:!Y .KEoO!'lAl'l'l" UOMB Uo'l"ION 

Recent developments surrounding research conducted 

by engineers , referred to in previous reports of June 29 

and July 6 , 1944, on Long Range Mi<ssiles and Hocltet De­

velopment, are stated to demonstrate the principle of' a 
• 

va stly superior type of jet propUlsion operating on 

resonant combus tion principles . 

It is reported b) the inventor, Elman B. Myers, 

that, although the general principle of-his new device 

is essentially similar to that utilized in the verman V-1 

robot bomb, its efficiency and therefore its potentialiti~s 

for utilization as a destructive missile weapon are 

immeasurably greater. It is stated, further, that this 

efficiency even in crude test models is over 15 per cent 

whereas the best efficiency demonstrated by the veneral 

Electric jet propulsion device is less than 12 per cent. 

It is further reported that even with repeated 

tests and research demonstrations of captured V-1 propulsion 

mechanisms and f abricated American models thereof the best 

research minds have failed to comprehend the fundamental 

principles of cyclic pulsating propulsion. 

It is further stated that tentative demonstrations 

and arrangements made under the auspices of comparatively 

lower level groups of the Navy and the National Defense 

Research Committee resulted in the development of 
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obstructionist tactics and the creation of required per­

formance conditions of virtually impossible attainment . 

It is stated that these tactics were the direct result of 

industrial pressure and exerted with a view to restricting 

the field of development to certain fuels and types of • 
propulsive devices . 

The inventor has prepared a brief mathematically 

demonstrating the resonant sine wave combustion principle 

in cylindrical pipes showing that peak efriciency of this 

type of combustion is attained by "tuning" to resonance 

end maintaining resonance during operation. 

The inventor also touches on a matter pertinent to 

a previ ous report entitled Engine Destruction bY vas or 

Smoke submitted August 21, 1944. He states in his brief 

under the heading "Detonation" that "Nitrous oxide 

(Ethyl nitride) can be mixed with gasoline in any desired 

proportion . The resulting mixtures when used in resonant 

sine wave combustion will produce detonation. l'he rate 

of burning can be controlled by the quantity of Ethyl 

nitride used in the mixture . 11 

It is stated that any reasonable number of propulsion 

tubes can be operated in multiple, thereby giving incr eased 

power which is further enhanced by the supercharging of 

intake air induced by the "ram'' effect during flight . 

It is reported that the inventor is of the considered 

opinion that the Uerroans have not yet hit upon this principle 

~ECAiiT 
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of 11resonant combustion" in either V-1 or V-2 missile 

weapons . It is further s t at ed that the inventor is of 

the opinion that, Vlhen and if the tiermans discover the 

relatively high efficiency of resonant combustion, they 

will construct missi~e weapons of great and extended range, 

velocity, and weight . 

There are presently being carried on conversations 

between the inventor and Mr. Andrew Higgins of New Orleans, 

which may result in the construction of one or two demon­

stration resonant propulsion engines by his Company in 

order that there may be immediate practica;t proof of their 

superior efriciency. 

It would appear, however, that, in view of t he 

specialized nature of the knowledge needed for successful 

construction of this type of resonant jet propulsion unit, 

steps should be taken to co~rd1nate the knowledge of al~ 

persons competent to speak in this field. 

To this end it is r ecommended that Dr . Arthur H. 

Compton of Chicago , now consultant in other highly secret 

high-level research matters , be r~quested to confer with 

Mr . f. . S. Roberts , consulting engineer in this rield , and 

Mr. E-lman B. Myers . 

It is further recommended that , if preliminary dis­

cussions so indicate, authoritr be granted Dr . Compton 

to hold a coOrdinating conference to bring tocether all 



- 4 -: 

military and civilian persons having actua.l knowledge from 

past research and experimentation in the field of jet 

propulsion on the tlasis of wh1c h full impetus may be 

given to the development of resonant propu1sion engines . 

36CAET 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 5 , 1944. 

MEMORANDUU FOR 

AUDREY TURNER 

Telephone to Ca.rter and 

suggest that he take this matter 

up with Mr . Krug. 

G. G. T . 



... 

·, 
JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 

IJoy F<onllln) 
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 
"Wt, fht P.opft'' 

Moln>polilon 4112 
Moln>pollton 4 II 3 

"Tho Wool In Woohin1Jion" 

• 

1&1 Deoember 4, 1944. 

• 

MDfORAND\M FC!I MISS TULLY: RIPOH'l' ON ARMY AllD NAVY SRO!S ("T" SBRIBS No. 21)' 

Dear L11es Tully: 

In every war, the question of shoes becomes important . 

Here seems t o be a deTica t or improvi~~g military and nanl footwear, which 

calla t or acme deo1a1on since the ~ooeas was developed With government funds. 

The position Of United Shoe Maobinory in disoouregiDg t his process may easily be 

exaggereted but 111y judglaent i s tbat the report should be r eferred to Mr. Krue o{ 

t he W.P.B. to look into the tecta . If authorized I will eee Krug about it . The 

tecta ae reported do not irdicete any scandal but do seem to call t or f urther tn-

Testigatton and aotton on a high level it the invest1patt on substantiates t he 

report. 

.~· 



/ :l'echnical l:ieries .Keport No . 21 

December 1 , 1944 

SHOE::; .to'OR 'J.'BE AlUIY AND :l'HE NAVY 

It is reported that serious and continuing difficulties 
are being encountered b,y the military services with respect 
to the issue of shoes having soles of synthetic rubber or 
like non- leather material . 

It is stat ed that the dif1'1cul ties surrol.Uld the fastening 
of the lower sole to the so- called "mid-sole" and consist 
mainly of the "billowing" and "bellowing" of the lower 
synthetic sole in its main wearing area . This condition 
is stated to be due to the inability of present shoe manu­
facturing processes to f asten the lower soles to the mid-soles 
by any other means than sewing or by nails. 

It is further reported that this condition became so 
serious with procurements of Navy-issue shoes that a con­
ference of rubber and shoe manufact~ers was held in the 
Mid-West during June of this year for the purpose of arriving 
at a possible solution of this problem. It is further l"e­
ported thnt the results of this conference consisted mainly 
of comparatively minor changes in Navy specifications t'or 
shoes . 

l t is further reported that for about nine months 1 

however, there has been available a process for readily 

vulcanizing rubber , synthetic rubber , or other non-leather 
materials having a rubber-like base to leather mid-soles . 

SECRET ' 
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".!:his process, it is also stated, in its broad phases enables 

shoes to be fabricated by means of vulcanization of the 

upper to the welt, the welt to the mid-sole, and the main 

sole to the mid-sole , thus producing a shoe which is so 

tightly stuck together that it is for all intents and 

purposes one piece when finished . 

This process, however, it is reported, so vitally af­

fects the future of the shoe machinery business , i , P.., the 

United Shoe Machinery Corporation, who have some twenty­

eight patents on the fabrication of shoes by sewing and like 

methods (and manufactll!'e the machines for carrying out these 

processes) that high- level opposition to the introduction 

of the vulcanization method has developed. 

It is reported that this obstructionism has taken the 

form oi" denial that present fabrication methods have resulted 

in loose or bellowing soles and the firm and reiterated 

statement that no difficulties of any magnitude have been 

encountered under actual service conditions with Army and 

Navy shoes . 

It is reported that the inventor of the vulcanization 

process, Mr. Leon Conant, doing business at 133 Marlborough 

Street, Boston, Massachusetts , is presently manufacturing 

300 pairs of test shoes for the .Hesearch and Development 

Division of the Quartermaster Corps . 

It is further stated that Mr . Conant has encountered 

considerable and continued obstruction from personnel in the 

SECA!:T 
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lower echelons of the Research and Development Division of 

the Quartermaster Corps . It is further stat ed that in most 

cases key personnel in cognizant sections of the Army and 

Navy are either former United Shoe Machinery Corporation 

employees or officials, who, consequently, continue to 

reflect the attitude as above cited. 

It is further reported that the difficulties with service 

shoes became a subject ror the review of the Truman Committee, 

which is said to have found urgent need for improvement of 

shoe fabrication methods to better withstand the rigors of 

global warfare and to generally improve the military shoe . 

The 300 pairs of sample test shoes now being manufactured 

are stated to be available only because the National Inventors 

Council granted $4,000 for the use of the inventor to demon­

strate the efricacy ot' his process . Thi~ ~rant, it is r e­

ported, would not have been made were it not for the 

intercession of Brigadier General Vlalter A. Wood of the Staff 

of General Somervell of the Army Service Forces . 

It is reported that General Wood, during an extended 

tour of the Southwest Pacific, found that the need for im­

provement in service footwear was urgent. There is, it is 

stated, at the present time no concurrence as to the need 

for improvement by Colonel Georges Doriot, Chief of the 

Research and Development Division of the Quartermaster Corps 

under Major General Gregory. It is stated that this opinion 

SECRET· 
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is based on samples of shoes picked up b,y Quartermaster 

scouts in the various theatres, who are said to report dif­

ficulties with loose heels but no loose or bellowing soles . 

It i s r eported, however, that the samples picked up do not 

represent the t r ue situation. 

In view or the over-all nature of the shoe problem and 

its effect on the military services it is recommended that 

independent steps be taken to secure accurate factual in­

formation and sampl es of Navy and Arrrxy shoes at'ter extended 

service . 

It is further recommended that steps be taken to co­

ordinate Arrrxy and Navy procurement and technical information 

in the shoe procurement field , with particular efrorts also 

toward a joint participation in the tests to be carried out 

by the Research and Development Br anch of the 'Quartermaster 

Corps on the 300 pairs of vulcanized shoes now being fab­

ricated . 

It is t'urther recommended that s t eps be taken to assure 

that these tests are fairly and promptly conducted in order 

that findings of actual fact as to the merit or the ne\v type 

of construction may be expeditiously reached. 

sec nc-r. 

I 
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THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoeaber 7, 1944. 

JIIIIO!WIDUM J'OR 

Jill. HeiRTIRE: 

P'OR YOUR INP'ORMA'l'IOJJ. 

P.D.Il. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 1f/ 

WASHINGTON 

Deoeaber 9, 1944 

lmfORANOOl! FCil 

VICE ADJmW. LAND 

In oamplianoe with tbt requeat 

1n Tour letter ot No..lllber twntr-elibth, 

I am coloeina tlw Hickmm Sea Sled re-

pc:rt tor av•1nat.1on and oooa:l.cs.ratiOil bT 

the U • S . JlaritiM Cc.mdaeiOD. 

K. o. LATTA 
Euaut.ive Clerk 

.... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I 

November 30, 1944 

ldemorandum of October 25th to 

Miss Tully, submitting report on 

Hickman Sea Sled 1 in Mise Turner 1 s 

file s with following pencil notation: 

"Advised J.F.c. by phone to tske up 

with Maritime Commission. D.J.B. 11 

-

' 
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UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O,.,.ICE OF "rHE CHA11tMAN 

November 281 1944 , 

The Presi dent of the United states 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear llr. President: 

The receipt is acknowledged of your memorandum of 
November 221 1944 with which you enclosed letter of 
November 20th f rom Mr. John Franklin Carter relative 
to the Hickman Sea Sled. 

It is requested that a copy of the Hickman Sea 
Sled report be forwarded to the Maritime Co.nrnission 
for examination and consideration. 

Sincerely yours , 

~/4' 
E. S. Land 

Chainnan 
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TH E WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14 , 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

AUDREY 

Will you please call Yr. 

Carter and suggest that he take 

up this matter with Admi ral Brown? 

G. G. T . 

.. 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronllln) -

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. 

' "We. tho Pooplo" Motropolllon 4112 
"The Woelln W01hlnglon" Motropollton 4113 

l'lllllm& Dec~ber 12. 1944. 

MEMORANDU! FOR MISS TUl..LY: NAVY PROCUREMENT OF SHARK~RrPEUENT DEVICES . 

Dear Mise Tully: 

The attached interim repo;rt (Technical Series No. 24) indic·atee a curious 

di.screpancy between Army Air Fo:rce and Navy procurement on the tested sbark-

repellent devices develped and tested, ae per previous reports. Where the Air 

Forces have ordered 135,000 shark chaser units and have distributed 14,000 unitR , 

the Navy has ordered a total of 5,500 and has alla98d these to c.o unutilized by 

.tEa refraining ~rom having th~ inspected. 



'J.'echnical Series Report No . 24 . 

December 5, 1944 

SERVICE PHOCUHEiftENT OF "SHARK CHASER" 

It is reported that in spite o!" the fact that an ef­

fective "shark chaser" has been developed by the Navy , 
I I 

the Army Air Forces are more active in utili zing this 
t r 

survival accessory. In this connection it is reported 

that bids were opened by the Army Air .l''orces at Wright 

Field last week for l35,QOO shark chaser units . 

Further , it is stated that of the 18, 000 units the 

Army Air Forces had on order as of the first of October 

14,000 already have been distrib~. The additional 

4,000 are stated to be now ready for distribution and us.e. 

In contrast, reports i ndicate that the Navy, vihich 

as of the first of October ordered a total of 5, 500, has 

allo_!Yed these units to remain uninspected at the 1'actory 

f or the uast six weeks. lt is reported tha t no delivery 

for use by naval personnel can be made until this short 

ins pection is made . 

Further, it is stated, the Navy shows no indication 

of intent to procure any additional units in the near 

future , having merely asked for quota tions on 15,000 

to 150 , 000 . 

A recent Associated Press account of survivors' 

encounter with sharks is attached. 

a =:= [:> 'T? t'" -
........ , '-- •..,: .. ' ~ j 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE BEST 
AVALLABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL 
EFFORT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO 
INSURE LEGIBILITY . 

j • •• 
'7~ ··: . 
!' L 

Washington Post December 12tb1 1944 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronl ttn) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4. D. C. 
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"We, the P.oplt" lolotropollton 4 I I 2 
Molropollton 41 I 3 "Tho Woo~ In Wuhlngton" 

ll!MCRM'.DU.! FOR II.ISS TULLY: INTXRIM RBPORl' CN AIR SEA RESOU! ( "T " SERIES NO. 25 ) 

Dear Miss Tully : 

The attached repart (Technical Series No. 25) calla attention to a continuinr 

cond ition in the work of the Air Sea ReAcue Agency, u.s .Coast Ouard, which causes 

concern. The specific susr,estion is offered, that a nayal otricer of reasonably 

high rank 6lld flying ex!8rience be assign.sd together with an Army Air Force officer 

or similar qualifications to investigate . It is also sucgested that thiS investiga-

t ion should maintain appropriate liaison with the 1udge Advooate General's Of~ice 

or the Navy. 
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Technical Ser~es Report No . 25 

December 14, 1944 

'AIR SEA REtiCUE AUENCY, U. S. COAS'J.' UUAHD 

The above Agency , considered the logical successor to 

the activities initiated under Joint Chiefs of Staff Memo­

randum No. sa1 for the purpose of better co6rdinating all 

activities regarding rescue te.chniques , equipment, anlf 

operations, is reported to have failed to all intents and 

purposes in carrying out these activities . 

It is further reported that the limitations placed 

on this Agency by the instructions of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff and over the signature of Admiral J.E . King, Com­

mander-in-Chief, u. s. Fleet , have resulted in no activity 

beyond that of the merest recownendatory character. 

It is stated that the inactivity of this Agency com­

bined with the lack of direction, initiative, and foresight 

in carrying forward the wartime responsibilities of the 

old Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation now under 

1. The responsibility for carrying out the provisions of 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Memorandum No. 58 was assigned to 
the Navy Department . As a consequence , in May, 1943, the 
Chief of Naval Operations directed Rear Admiral Jul.i11s Furer , 
Co6rdinator of Re-search and Development, USN , to direct the 
work. After about nine months of operation under his 
direction, which showed no initiative, courage, or fore­
sight in dealing with problems involving urgently needed 
improvements in rescue equipment and techniques for the 
Army Air Forces, Ar~ Uround Forces, and the Navy, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff directed the transfer of responsi-
bil.i ty to the Commandant, u.o . Coast Uuard in February , 
1944. (sle latest report on .the quick release parachute 
harness, ugust 23 , 1944. ) 
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the dir ection of Vice Admiral R. R. Waesche, Commandant, 

u.s . Coast Guard , have resulted in continued obstructionist 

and status guo tactics over a period of two years in con­

nection with, among other th.ings : 

1 . Life rafts for merchant vessels. 

2. Life floats for all vessels (military transports, 

naval combat craf't and merchant vessels). 

3. Improved lil'eboats having superior capacity and 

sailing qualities. 

4 . Improvements in Mae West type vests for Army and 

Navy Air .lt'orces and amphibious operations. 

5. Improvements in rubber rafts and rescue gear for 

the use of aircraft personnel . 

6. The adoption and use of a quick release parachute 

harnes s . 

It is further reported that the continued procurement 

for use on merchant vessels of the so-called "lifesaving 

suit" (previously reported) by the hundreds of thousands 

not only wastes manpower and materials bUt continues to 

be a hazard and dangerous to life. It is also reported 

that no development of lightweight "exposure suit s" for 

merchant seamen has taken place . 

In the interim it is stat ed no activity looki ng 

toward a progressive approach to the development or the 

improvement of operational techniques has taken place. 

SECRCT . 
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As recently as two weeks ago independent Air Sea Rescue 

developments were being attempted oy naval officer per­

sonnel at various stations with a view to remedying what 

"a~ hands" c~n see as a bad situation. 

The 1functioning of the Air Sea Rescue Agency through 
I I 

the Navy, Army, and Air Forces Committee as recited on the 

inside cover of the attached Air Sea Rescue Bulletin for 

October , 1944, is stated to be a perfect example of 

"galloping in place , " 

As recently as a month ago, in spite or the olanket 

order of Admiral J.E. King or August 25, 1944, to co~rdinate 

for Air Sea Rescue purposes all military facilities in 

the Continental United States and environs, ArmY Air 

Force personnel forced to bail out of a B-29 over the 

Gulf of Mexico were allowed to drown without any attempt 

for over ~hree hours to initiate the dispatch of rescue 

craft. 

Admiral King's order , addressed to the Commanders of 

all Sea Frontiers (Eastern Sea J:o'rontier, Western Sea 

Frontier, GUlf Sea Frontier, etc . ) , s ets forth that the 

Commanders of these Frontiers will initiate co~rdinating 

activities looking toward adequate operational communication 

and co8rdinated rescue activities utilizing al l equipment 
• 

available . It i s reported that in the Gulf, as well as 

4 n the Eas~ea Frontier, no dissemination of instructions 

ef!CRJST 
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or high-level act i vity looking toward proper i ndoctrination 

has t aken place. It does not appear , further, that wit h 

the exception of the San Diego- San ¥rancisco Area that 
' any interest or aggressive action has been taken. 

It is r ecommended that a Naval offi cer of reasonably 
• 

high rank and with flying experience be assigned to-

gether w1 th an Army Air l''orce orficer of similar back­

gr ound to make an inves t i gation. It woUld appear most 

desirable that these officers have t he fUll co6peration 

of the JUdge Advocate General ' s Office of the Navy to 

determine future proceedings looki ng toward adequate 

correction o1' the conditions cited, oy milit ary court 

martial if necessary . 

( ... -
' 
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NAVY DEPARTMEN~ 

" On' ICE OF COORDINATOR OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

May 12, 1943 

UOTICE ~A.ltDING E!-!El\GEliCY RESCUE EQ.UIP~IEb'T 

, 

, 
The Navy Department haa been directed by the Joint Chiefs of, 
.. ·r · 

Staff to undertake the following responsibilities in the field of . .. 
EHJergency R.escu,e E<jui'pment 1 

( 1) 

(2) 

( 3) 

. . . 
Ooo~inAting the work of Service and other govern­
mental agencies concerned with methods, technioues 
and l)rocedures for emerr:ency rescue or "'i th research, 
develonment, and pro~uction of emergency rescue 
eoui'>ment, 

Assembling, evaluatinr, and disseminating to such 
agencies inforQation relating to these matters and 
recommending anpropriate action 1n connection there-"ith, 

Maintaining liaison with agencies: of other United 
Nations (such ae the British l·!inistr:." of Air-Sea 
Rescue) concerned with these matters , 

, The im9lemontation of this ~rogram baa b~en assigned to the 

Coordinator of Research and Development ~·ho will have the assistance and 

advice of a Liaison Oommi ttee on Emergency Rescua Equi-oment coiD'Oosed of 

representatives of the Army Air Forces, Army Ground Forces, Office of 

Scientific Research and Dovelopmont, Office of Strategic Sorvieea, and 

Maritime Cpomisaion, He ~!ill obtain al.vico and 'Esistanco from lllrious 
. 

NAval .activiUeo either directly or through the Naval Rosonrch and 

DGvalopment ]card, 

At the first meeting of the Oomoittee the adopted def i nition of 

Emergency Rescue Equipment 1•ae 11Ae ~sed in tl-.ia Directive, tho phrase 

t emergcnc)' rescue eauinment.' includes all m~ttcriP-h , devices and 

's 
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, 
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