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"We, tho People .. 
''The Week In Woshln9ton" 

JOHN FRANKLIN . CARTER 
(Joy Ftonklln) 

1210 NATIONAl PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. 

Metropollt•n 4112 
M•tropolltoo 4113 

February 5 , 1945. 

Ml!lo!O!tit.!'il)UM FOR M13S TUlLY: INVESTIGATION OF L<Nn TimM CAPITAL FOR INDUS!'RV. 

Dear ~iss Tully: 

The fight centering around Mr. ~/allace has, to a certain extent, su'}laritnposed 

itselr on the preltminary discussions with the Treasury, as authorized, ocncernin~ 

study of the problems of providing loiJg-terxn capite.l. and e quity capital for Amarican 

industry. 

The Treasury is, of course , interested in the problem but admits that there 

are conflicts, particularly With respect to tax&tion, whiCh mi~·ht make it advisable 

to have the study UDdertaken under the direct auspic as of the White House. 

With this in view, I think I had better postpoDB ·discussing the problem w itb 

Mr . Bell until speoii'ically ttuthorized to do so. The attached report to me frcm 

s .C.Badger, who has been specializing in this field for this Unit , iro ice tea that 

the Treasury subordiDste officials are thoroughly sympathetic with the attempt to 

solve this problem but are unable to proceed further , on What is now a policy 

matter, except on clearance with~~. Bell . 

• 



February 5 , 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN F. CARTBR 

On !4onday, January 29 , Francis Bonner and I met with 

Messrs . Murphy and Speck of the Treasury Department . After 

a general discussion Mr , Murphy said that he bad been 

directed by Mr. White to write a letter for his signature 
• 

addressed to you stating that if we had any concrete 

proposal' he would be very pleased to ba ve the Bureau o1' 

Research and Statistics go into the matter and study i t . 

However , i1' we merely wanted to get the approval of the 

Treasury Department of an over-all study we should take the 

matter up with the Undersecretary, Mr. Bell . I told him 

that we did not wi sh to make a specific proposal and in 

taking it up with Mr . Bell , should we first clear through 

Mr . White . He said that this was not necessary. 

He stated that he believed that we should try to have 

this study made not by the Treasury Department but by the 

White House itself as , naturally, this would make it much 

more important , He stated that there was a Treasury Com­

mittee of the top personnel studying the situation; that 

there was a conflict of interest in the Treasury Department 

between the Bureau of I n t ernal Revenue and some other 

bureaus , 

Both Messrs , Murphy and Speck seem to agree with the 

general statement set forth in my latest memorandum and 

both wholeheartedly favor Mr . Wallace's program as stated 

through the Commerce Committee of the Senate , 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 

(Joy Frullio) 
1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. 

"We, tho Pooplo" Motropolllon 4112 
Molropollton 411) ''Tho WH\ In Woahlngton" 

February 8, 194~. 

WDIORANIUf FOR VISS TULLY: LIT'NR FRa.! PlJl"ZI HAl>'PSTABNGl.. 

Det1r Miss Tully: 

Harewith attbclled are the orlgillal and a copy of a l&tt&r, dated Jen\lllry 

17 • frcm our old fri&nd Putzi llenfstae~~gl . 

The 3tate Department conclUded that it would be i llegal for Putzi'a ralativ&s 

in this country to send him any funds . B011ever , he points out that other German 

internees at hie camp are in recei pt of money-memittBiloea end packaRes fran their 

friends in the U.S.A. end that Mr· MtiVI Winthrop Aldrich of the Cbas& National 

Bank can attest to the accuracy or this statement . 

I have sent a copy or this letter to Joe Grew, with a request that I be ad­

vised if there 18 any ChBDge in the State Department's interpretation of the Al i an 

Property and other war legislation, which would permit his former wife to eend him 

the $100 she is hOlding for that purpose. 

In my previous talk with Mr. Grew , he agreed that we ~d a sort of oblipatton 

where Putzi 1a concerned , if it were lagally possible for us to do enythiDg • I shall , 

of course, ~ws1t inatruct1ona before I meke any reply t o tb1a letter. 

DJOLASSIJID 
IJ ..,_1;1 Al'oll1vi8t of tu u.s. 
IJ w. 1• IHwn iate MAY 1 1972 
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Epistola VI 

Dear John: 

~ 
Wed. Jan. 17, 1945 
"P" Camp Peveril , 
Peel -- Isle of Man 

Of late I have been quite a larmed'by the news of the 
sinister isolationist resurgence in the u. s . A. 
' • 

Beside s the President ' s assuring message there was 
~ther little coming from the other aide to modify 'the 
impression--except B. V. Kaltenborn'a broadcast of December 
28 , 1944 and Winthrop Aldrich' a address of January 9 , 1945, 
both urging Anglo-American Co - opera tion. Since I have lmown 
both of them for the last forty years I sent them congratu­
latory l etters which I hope passed the kind censors . 

While I realize how awkward it is , if I thus plead for 
the government which is keeping me interned for the sixth 
year- -in itself a violati on of the Hague Convention which 
provides a maxi mum of five years for internment--! think I 
owe it to Egon , my friends and the TRUTH: to remain loyal 
to my old belief concerning the necessity for an English 
Speaking World - League , 

In the meantime 1 must leave it to others to determine 
in how far the treatment I am receiving bears resemblance 
to what used to be circumscribed by the British Motto: 
"Honour and Fair Play" --------

Turning to the laws governing the conduct of the Enemy 
Alien Property Custodian, they apply to my personal property 
in the u . s .A. only ; they by no s t retch of the 1migination 
can be made to apply to remittances of money made to me by 
u . s . Citizens or Soldiers . The decision of the competent 
authorities (cf . your letter Nov. 20, 1944) strikes me there-

' fore as most extraordinary. I can only repeat : There are 
quite a number of Gern:an etc . P. o. w. in this and other camps 
who have been receiving regular money- remittance• and packages 
from their friends in the U. S.A. 

1'/hy don' t you ask the advice of the above -mentioned 
Winthrop Aldrich, Chairman of the Chase National Bank, N.Y. ? 
He will bear me out i n what I am saying , 

This much for today, V/i th thanks in advance , 

Yours 

Se~per idem 

Putzy Banfstaengl 

p , s . My l ove to dear Henry Pringle and , of course , the ladies . 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy FTonllln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

'We, lllo Pooplo" Molropolit.n 4112 
"Tho Wool Ia Wo•Magloa" Molropolitoa 4113 

... 

February 19, 1945 

!lrui.O:WIDm.l TO 141S5 TULLY 

Dear Miss Tully: 

The original of the report requested in 

the inclosed copy of a letter from Mr . Curtis l~nson , 

was in the President's file • 
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·w,, the Peoplt" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy F ... nklln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

"The Wee\ in Wolhlngton .. 

COPY 

1-'ebru:~ry lh, l9h5 

Dear John: 

Ther e has come a request through offici~ Navy channels to my present commanding officer for a copy of "Report on Hawaiian Islands 11 by 0 .B. Munson, written in 19ltl . 

The O.H .I. desire to know from me where they may obtain = copy of this report . Since I was working for you at the 
tL~e I wonder if you could hel p in this matter . I f so, please mail me a copy or should you desire to deliver or t ake up t he thread in person let me know. 

I have a copy in a strong box in ,'/ashington which only I can open . Of course I consider this your property t i ll I receive some word from you . 

~hould you desire to take it up in person please notify me and I will write through channels giving them your name and address . 

I still have a great •.1ealmess for the "Carter Boys" . 

Sincerely, 

Cu:tTI3 B • t\UNSON 
2h5 President Avenue 
frovidence, R.I . 

P .s . This ret-ort •.1as originally delivered to U~vy with your 
permis~ion . It is 2 long report . 

Please dcs~roy ·~his l etter by fire . 

Moh'Opolllon 4112 
Moh'Opollton 4113 

1 
I 
I 
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Septecber 12. 1941. 

! :y <1eor t.:r. lhmson: 

I want t o sew1 you tb18 little pe::-nonal 

note t o tell you bow very grotetul I ~~ tor 

that tine report on Martinique and Guadelou~e. 

I am delighted to have 1~ and apvreo1ete ali 

t .he ~rouble you heve tueu in p:-eparina it. 

\ 1 t il ever~· good wish , 

Very sinue~ely yours, 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

Curtis B. ~unson, Esq. , 
Jll2 0 Street • !< . i't . • 
Uaslliot:t on. D. c. dj 
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SID1MARY OF RBPORT OH J'flRTilfiQUB .AHD GUlDEJOllPE 

1. There ~re no N&£is to be seen in Martinique. 

2 . Theile are no airfields or erlenaile new military Jlor.lca of an 
aggressive oharaoter though undoubtedly the harbor of 
Forte de Franoe ie proteotec! to the beat of their ability. 

3• The present situation otfers no threat to us. 

The present attitude 
nerves . A oondition 
them. Their one and 
States . 

is one verging on ho~lea~es tinged with 
ot tension oal18ed by .lt'"ear,. we m&y sein 
only hope is the good will of the united 

5• Admiral Robert is a fine and honorable man surrounded by a group 
of able offioe:ra. 

6. Holding the present situation is reoommended. 

7. Some lesaeni.ng of the teosion by relieving their dif'fioul ties 
through eoonomio aid is suggested. 

8, The general sentiment is friendly to Amerioana. 

l 
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GI00!1U.L GROUID COVERED BY OBSERVER 

Your observer arrind by air in Forte de Franoe Mlt.rtinique Auguat 2 , 

1941 on an agricultural mi1sion &I a Collaborator of the Department of 

Agrioulture . On August 11th he flew to Pointe a Pitre, Guadeloupe, paaaing 

low onr \he Frenoh Ialanda of !Ilea dee S&illtee and Marie Qe.lante. On 

Auguat 15th he r eturned to Porte de Franoe 
1 

&gain h&rlllg flown lof\ and on 

August 18th took the air for washington, D. 0 , He oovered many miles by 

automobile and oonsiderable on foot in ~tinique and in both seotions of 

Guadeloupe, Basse Terre and Grande Terre. 

The following are obaerntions ~ suggestions e.a to polioy. 

ISLANDS NOT &:ONOMICALLY DESIRABLE TO lT. S, 

We would not r eoommend the aoquisition of Martiniaue or Guadeloupe 

from an eoonomio standpoint . Franoe haa poured millions into these islands 

over three hundred years~ through a preferential prioe for their produota, 

espeoially sugar, rum and bananas , The eoonomy is baaed on mono-oul t ure, -

the one big orop, sugar ome. It would take a large investment to ohange 

the Islands from a liability to an asset or even to make them self-supporting . 

It is doubtful i£ this oould be aohieved under a political governor auoh as 

a demooraoy would furnish . There is too muoh inherent lassitude in the 

native population and a man oan always piok enough to eat off a tree. A 

political governor would never stay long emugh to learn the country and 

people and develope hie plana to fruition. 

We doubt if the united States wants another ;oo,ooo blaoka with 

aemi-tropioal lassitude, 64% syphilis, a high rat e of tuberoulo1ie, not to 

• mention lepro1y and many other dieeaeea - in short another problem. 
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SEIZURE BY FORCB lOT NECESSARY 

There 11 one main point of military n.lue in theee ielanda, the 

good harbor of Porta de Franoe, Martinique, with the flat land aurrounding 

it. Should we 1eiae thia temporarily b,y force, to hold it over the preaent 

emergency along with auttioient surrounding land tor air baeee and internal 

detenaet W1 th no knowledge of ita atrategio importance in the large theatre 

of world war your observer'• anawer to thia queation ia an unqualified NO, -

at least while North Africa remains French. 

There are some indications that thia seir:ure is R!at the Germans 

would like us to do, posaibly to worsen our relatione with Vioey, though 

above all to worsen our relations with the Frenoh people and North Atr1oa. 

It would give the Germans an exouae to eehe other French bases of far 

more military value. Finally it might show us in the light of Imperial1a111 

to South America and oppressed peoples generally. This aeizure would coat 

Ja)ney and aome Uvea - Ameriot.n and French - we would bear a share of tlll 

responaibHity for the maintant.noe of what we held and when acquired we 

would possess nothing we do not possess already. 

BI.OCA.DE WITHOO'l' NEGOTIATION UNDESIRABLE 

Though these islands cannot be starved out by blockade, blockade 

might cause internal troubles t.nd weaken the hold of the French Navy. Azry 

blockade, however, should always be alternated wi th release of the pressure 

and negotiations. Unrelieved blockade might cauae an unpleasant aituliion 

where we would be forced to take over a liability to restore order. The 

blockade m•~od 11 not recommended. It would be without advt.ntage and a 

great herdahip to theee peoplee. 
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HOLDDIG PRESENT SITUATION ADVISABLE 

It aeema to your obaarYer that we oan baat 1afeguard our interests 

by friendly negotiation with only a remote threat of bloolcade. Thia nego­

tiation should be aimed to ncure for oursel vee sufficict cbser vers thr ough­

out Martinique. Guadeloupe. Marie Gallante and Ia1es dee Sainte• to 

aatis~ us that the present statue quo ia maintained and to inatantly ncti~ 

our govermnent of the alighteat change. Above an, there should be sufficient 

observers to allay all American suspicion of these islands and to immediately 

counteract all propaganda. whether i rresponsible American journalism or more 

sinister forces intent on diaturbing the relatione of these Ialanda and the 

United States of Amerioa. 

Before going into a more detailed diaoription of this all important 

statue quo we summarize our impressions as follows. 1'be present situation 

in Martinique ia one of hopelessness with the United States of America as 

the one and only hope . There is some te~Uion and 11ervousnese due to fear 

alone. The hopelessness of the Admiralty ia tiDged with gall an try and 
I 

nostalgia. 

To see the situation in ita entirety one must be acquainted with a 

number of faotors economic. raoial. emotional and spiritual . 

In order better to understand these factors let ua survey the aoene. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GUADELOUPE .AND MARTINIQUE 

There i s a difference between the islands of Martinique and Guadeloupe. 

faintly like that between Portland. Oregon and Seattle. Washington. In 

Martinique the s~ar plant&ttons and the busine11ee are owned by the old 

Fr ench Families ( slightly tar- brushed) reeident• for many hundred year1 . 

The owners of the buains•ses are all old local inhabitants. 

, 

I 

• • 
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In Guadeloupe the eugar md r \DII plmtations were owned by Frenoh 

Auociati one in Continental Frmce. They sent out e.t'.t'ioient manager• to 

their holdings who did not et&y long. Those managers who stayed, remained 

because they developed eome luoretive businese for themselves and bec~ 

inhabitants. The native whites of Guadeloupe, therefore, are typically eel.t' 

made men, not out of the top drawer. In Guadeloupe there is a clear precep­

tion of "go-getter" buainese technique, there is a wide gap between the 

economically suocess.t'ul whites or semi-whites and the negro in the lower 

mi b '· t "'he imiti d t.t'ul t econo o rao ... e s. • negroes are more pr ve an more reapeo o 

whites in Guadeloupe than in 11artinique, in a remote way reminding one o.t' 

the social difference between the field hand and the household negro, the 

difference between Alabama and Virginia darkies. American businees methods 

are appreciated and aped in Guadeloupe, In Martinique tbe French family-' 

type of business is usual. Your observer suffered from business banquets in 

Guadeloupe and sometimes rub£ed his eyes for fear he had fallen into the 

hands of the ~eattle Chamber of Commerce. However, the Guadelouptan bad meat 

qui ckly restored one to post banquet reality. i'bere is a thing they call the 

Guadeloupian Malady. It is jealousy. A Collaborator of the United States 

Depar'bne:at of Agriculture had to cover the bu.siness front completely, missing 

no one. Mon. Paul Ben&, Chief of Fores~, Topographical and Agricultural service 

at GuadelcupJt was a great councillor and friend in this regard and very enthu-

aiastio about his work. 

COLORED POPULATION 

Before leaving the United States for Martinique we received the 

impreseion through newspaper accounts and heresay that the colored population 

of the French Islands were bitterly opposed to Americana or American oooupa-

tion, fear ing they might revert through the latter to the status of our negro 
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-, 
in the eouth. Undoubtedly they have been propagandbed to thil etteot. 

I 

However, they fear Hitler w1 th the white eyeballs d tear that only a negr o oan 
. 

ef'feot. They know he ia attar the Jew and they are oonvinoed he ie after 

them too . Also they have seen our negro with hie patent leather ahoee, hie 
• 

white oollar and hie bow tie , They lick their lips at hie attluenoe and 

• his well fed appearanoe,kno~ full well the vittele he ate whioh gave him 

that appearance all bore foreign labels, euoh mystio l abels, ae New York, 

Baltimore and Chicago. It was white manh food . They know the ohange that 

took plaoe in Puerto Rioo when we took over and it looks good to them, After 

all the ohly equality the negr o hu with the Frenoh ia one of dx, not 

eoonomio or even aooial. Exolullive of the Navy there are about 260,000 

people in Martinique 10" rated aamite. 

The keyhole t o the colored population in these islands ia in their 

navel , • They have no gr eat ideol ogy or real patriotism. The United States 

has the key. The key ill food and safety, with not too rnuoh diotatorahip, 

beoauae diot&torahip s cares them. In shor t the key is our eaey-goillg 
{ ..,,,,du ) 

democracy. Black faoes peer at you as you w6nder about 11artinique and 

Guadeloupe, friendly, seemingly happy and many with a Frenoh charm. Often 

they would like to say something to you but are afraid. They say it w1 th 

their eyes . I believe it is "when are you oomillg to take ua over, we are 

soared of dictator s . " When they do talk, they are a little more subserlent 

t han our blaoke and maybe ii' you know them well eno~h they ask you for a 

necktie with the stars and stripes on it or diouaa a t rip to the united 

States aODIIday. The wiser onee s impl y say "there ill too muoh sugar oane 

here . " 
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Six years ago in peaoetimea when your observer was 1n Martinique, 

the negroes laughed, nng and got drunk. Forte de Franoe was halldly aai'e to 

walk around alone at night. To~ under the mild diotatorship of the French" 

Admiralty it is aa safe aa a ohuroh. Sambo does not sing any more, however , 

or laugh or get very drunk. He ia a little soared. 

The Governor of Guadeloupe ' s first job o.n arrival there was the 

exeoution of a oondemned man Who had mundered his wife and a few dhildren. 

The guillotine knife was rusted blunt, the equipment was deoayed. The 

Governor found they had not had an exeoution 1n Guadeloupe 1n over 100 years . 

He had to send to Martinique for suitable equi pment. He was pleased at hie 

firl!DlesB in oarrying it out, but the fall of the knife protruded every blaok 

eyeball in Guadeloupe one eighth of an inoh out of ita eooket and thw.r~ -it 

stayed permanently. He might soard the natives there too badly. They might 

be dangerous if soared too badly or not eating. There 1a a very remote 

possibility of a negro uprising in either Martinique or Guadeloupe ae there 

is of a sailor's mutiny. They are very remote possibilities and the Frenoh 
. 

offioere are top notch. Yet it should always be born 1n mind . 

THE WHITES 

The "white" natives in Martinique are for the moat par t very friendly 

to us as t hey are abo in Guadeloupe. Bee idea these "whi tee" ar.e shopkeepers 

and bueinese men, producers of rum and sugar or retailers of imports and as a 

result are doubly friendly to us . Many/ we suapeot
1 

are dillloyal to Viohy. 

FORMER POL!T!CS IN MARTINIQUE 

The negro ~as politioally in oontrol of Martinique before the Frenoh 

Navy took over. That ended hie oontrol. There are some disgrun~d 



- 7 -

politioiem wanderi.ng &r ound. 'Ibis Navy oooupatl.on stopped a lot of political 

gr af't evidently the looal aport in Forte de Franoe up to that time. It still 

or ope up f r cm time t o t- but only we auepeot untl.l 1 t rune afoul the 

Admiralty. The efficient Allerioan Conaul at Forte de Franoe. Hr. Maliege 

undoubtedly baa reported very thoroughly on the looal poli tioa to the State 

Department and 11 muoh better fitted to do 10 than your observer. We only 

mention them in passing, 

POLITICS IN GUADELOUPE 

In Guadeloupe a MoD• Dee Oe±tee was formerly agent for the sugar 

mille and retained by them, He also controlled the labor. He ill reputed 

to knOll Guadeloupe better than any other man. Only rarely~ atrl.lcee 

diffioul t to settle . There ie a suggestion that on these ocoasiona the 
I I 

factories were skimping . Mon. Des Cartee salary. Usually he aettled labor 

t r ouble before it started. He stil l sways muoh influence there. The busi-

ness men ,.llmtll to side with him and at least they oonsidsred him too 

powerful to side against. The <iovernor and he eye eadl other a bit like 

fighting oocka. The Governor aooepta hie help and of oourae the Governor 

has the vilip hand. Mon. Dee Cartes is still powertul. helps the Governor 

~nd waite for the return of peaoe or possibly even some other opportunity 

with JnOney attached, Of the two we like the Governor 'beat, 

GOVERNOR OF GUADELOUPE 

The Governor ill a hanoh Army JJI&Ilo He ill young . ambitious and 

thDugh possessing great colonial exper i ence thia i a hi 1 first governorship, 

He }a able. graduating first in hie olaaa at Saint Oyr and fi rs t in all hi• 

11ili tary aohoole in France. A llavy man expected thia Gonrnor1hip. 1 0 !;!3 

small ~Y! thie Arrt1:J Governor hu not the support ot the Nny and ill very 

abort handed. 

I 

~ . 
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For ~tance he only baa two r~ally intelligent white men to aid 

him. He ie not out ot the top drawer, ie quite egotistical and Bite at 

hie palace deelc under a quotation by Petain with one of hie own below it. 

He hae a charming l'd.fe whose father 1e an Englishman, a Mr. Brown. She 

·~· fairly good l!agliah, though rusty at it. The Governor apealca aone. 

!HE FRENCH NAVY & HORAIB 

The Frenoh Navy is in cont r ol physically and politically in Martinique. 

The officer material headed by Admiral Robert 111 very high grade. The morale 

of the sailors ia good, under the ciroumatancee remarkably good, whioh apeaka 

well tor the oftioera. The men are physically fit, neat , dhoiplined and on 

the whole keep their spirits up in face of extr emely trying ciroumetancea. 

In a semi- t r opical country where an energetic white man deter iorates percept­

ibly in aix months these boys are facing the bor edom of Forte de France, 

Martinique mth remarkable morale. They are rar from home, maey hare wives, 

children and familiae in occupied France of whos e welfare they have recei ved 
' I no word in aix months . 'l'he women they have to associate with are largely 

negr o in a population which is 64% syphilitic, and in s pite of the increae~ 

watchfulness and guidance of their petty officers the sailors are politically 

confused. There is always present the danger of mutiny against their officers 

under these circumatanoea should amiditione approach a point which they con-

aider unbearable. The final spark might be a small one such as the wine 

giving out or it might have to be very large, Your observer cannot aay 

definitely ~ow senaitive the balance may be and doubts at present that it haa 

even approached a a«naitive sphere. Yet the danser ia inherent in the 

situation. 

,, 

• 
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THE FRBNCH AIJmfiSTRATION OFFICERS 

The Frenoh adminiatrative ot.rioere and the Admiralty are trighttul1y 

• 
onnoorked. They migh·t be helped to hold the eoonom;y together without !Slr::-

ing out too m&Q1 h&raaaia« papers, They would t rade a lot tor th1a - to get 

away f r om eo muoh delay and red tape In orderia« supplies . They would trade 

a lot more to a.U aome eugar and aoae rum. 

APPARENT A!rTITUDE OF OFFICIAL MARTilliQUE 

To understand oft:l.oial France in Martinique and how they think it ia 

neoeaeary to answer a question. Did France bet on Hitler to win and have 

they gone eo far in this bet that there is no turning baok? Or on the oon-

trary are they held in auoh an agonizing vioe nationally and individually 

that they are eaying one thing with their mouth and another with their hearte , 

Germany aas a strangle. hold on oooupied and unoooupied Franoe and individual­

ly \Yfo out of every three Frenchmen we met in the French ~tillea had wives 

or families within the reaoh of German power, The mother of the Governor of 

Guadeloupe waa only recently released from a concentration oamp. The answer 

to this question was beat foumulated by Madame Beneaoh, wife- of Captain 

Benesch , diplomat and now captain of vessels at Forte de France. Her answer 

fits your observers impreaaiona elsewhere in Martinique and Guadeloupe . It 

must be recognized he speaks of real Frenchmen ...tlo are today in these two 

islands and does not apeak for France. It also must not be forgotten that 

the answer would be very considerably changed by marked armed auocess of 

one side or the other. 

"The armistice meant to the French the oeaaation of bom~inga, the 

oeaaation of the continuing end imuinent slaughter of themselves, in abort 

the end of the war. They were beaten and they were glad to atop. Also 

they tho~ht Britain would be beaten in a month or e. month and a halt and 

they oould then get the beat terms available and e. o.hance - not to retrieve 

' 
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their nation - but t o rebuild ita ahattJred reeanta. . They had given too 

muoh in the lAst war . The sons of Franoe today were brought up by all that 

was lett from the last war - the embuaquee. Prance today was betrayed 

largely from the top and Franoe was on the ver ge of a bloo~ revolution • 

Soldiers with rifles were beginning to look tor their officers and citi&ena 

were getting r eady to plunge their knives into the polit~~ and the wealthy. 

Germany was welcomed sa a police force to keep France in order till England 

was beaten and afterwards till France could reorgani&e herself. But the 

British were not beaten, Germane and Frenchmen mix like fire and water, the 

occupation is not working out, the new order i s the order of Al Capone and 

the old Frenah hatr ed of Germ.&llY has risen till toda¥ though practically 

~opeles~ly frustrated it ia greater than in 19L4. Still you do not say much 
II 

in print over your name with your mother in a oanoentr ation oamp. 

Official 1'1artinique is the l~avy . The Governor of Guadeloupe is an 

Army man, with the Jeanne d 1Aro a warship, stern to the dock, at Pointe a 

Pitre. Officialdom in both these islands is loyal t~ Vio~y.as Vichy is the 

only Frenah Government existing in the mother county today and they are 

loyal officers and Frenchmen. The Navy- will fight if attacked by anyone, 

hopeless though that fight may be. In all his time in these islands your 

observer never heard a good word said for the Gennana . They are very angry 

at the British because of Oran, but really we believe do not like them any 

less than they did :in 1914-J:S. They never have liked them.. The :Vrenoh are 

a bit o loser to the Arnerionns in temperament, oling to some sentimentality 

about Lafayette and this joined to the faot that we could blockade them 

into internal troubles or blast them out of Forte de Franoe and surrounding 

flat lands in 24 hours lends a distinct air of•Amerioa being their only 

friend' to the atruo1phore. \/hen your observer suggested that at the very 
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worst it might juet pos1ibly be that these islands would became the last 

colonies lett to France it was acknowl edged to be true with aerioue 

voice and silent gratitude. /my other friends they might have, even Vichy 

France, are too far away and t hese military people know it. They will, we 

believe, make any concessions to us , short of' turning the whole thing over, 

or giving us military bases which would not be compatible with the JTenoh-

German Armiatioe terma. A:ny resistance they make to other oonoeaeions to 

us is in our judgement purely bluff in order to make the beat trade }lOB-

sible. Should we not make a deal to periodically inspect the gold, inspect 

the planes, check movement of' their warships and armament of' the same, check 

personslle, inspect prisoners on Isles des Saintes? In fact inspect any-

thing we want to inspect and have as ~ observers on the Islands of 

Martinique, Guadeloupe, Isles des Saintes, and Marie Galante as we deem 

necessary. To date a great deal of this has been done by our consular 

staff', and our naval observer facilitated willingly by the French officers 

and Admiral Robert. But we suggest i.t might be regularized and in a way 
I 

official. For though nothing is put in the way of tree movement of American 

officials in those islands we must remember that the present innocuous statue 

quo must be ridgedly maintained. Martinique is wholly innocent today, nay 

pathetic, but the f orm of propaganda, the form of naval dictatorshi p, the 

loyalty to Vichy is poised like a b~ers' feet (though on his la.st le ga) ready 

to move in any direction. 

THE PRACTICAL FRENCH 

In passing we must not overlook the old French racial gift of using 

their head. The aide on whioh the bread i s buttered has never been confused 

by them with emotion. They continue today to appraise with oool intellectu-

ality. If the North American continent oomea out on top that is one aide of 
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the bread; if' Germany comes out, that 1a another. 

~TJOE TERMS 

It seams u though moat .Ainericane have never read and limply dh-

regard the existence of' French-German Armistice terms. Yet even officially, 

they are continually bUI!\ping their heade against them ,with sqrpr~se. It ill 

these tentts and the unwillingneu of France to break: the Arm!atic1e, vtlioh 

holds eight tankers and freighters inactive in the Harbor of Forte de France 

..ben Bri tian and the United States and even the French I slands need to uae 

them. So long as France does not break: the Armistice this and many other 

thing must be oi'fioially and are in no way a sign of' local animosity toward -, I 

us. 

FRENCH EXCUSE COMPLEX 

Due to the collapse of' France, the Frenoh have an interiority feel­

ing which explains their own weaknesses by viole~oritioism of' the British. 

BeSnuae in their heart hon.or is lost they over-emphasize Frenoh honor and 

are indignant at times that the world does not aooept the Frenoh Charlie 

McCarthy's word aa it did before he sat on Hitl~r 's iron knshl. 

With these guiding outlines regarding Frenoh thought we may give 

full rein to obsez:vations of' l1artinique md Guadeloupe wh.ioh oome oloaer 

to briDging tears to one's eyes than the light of battle. 

FRENCH COLONIAL POLICY 

The two Islands of' Martinique and Guadeloupe are alike in that they 

represent the results of the ~00 year old Frenoh Colonial Polioy invented 

shortly after Columbus. The eoonamy baaed almost entirely on sugar oane was 

an easy way of asauring the steady industry of' a somewhat l asdtudinoua, 

aemi-tropioal blaok population. The politicians in Franoe and the 
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politician oi'Gere in the iel~da worked together to millc Franoe and the cane. 
' 

While Franoe poured millions into theae islands for }00 yeare through a fanoy 

price for sugar, rum and bananas and the blaoke sweated, fortunes were made 

on both sides of the Atlantic. If times were hard the native population toolr: 

it on the chin. on top of thie wae piled the old .AIIIerioan mining camp 

technique. In order to retrieve the wagee of the laborer for the owner and 

politician foreign produote were imported. .AIIIonat ~ese ~re telegraph poles 

from Franoe and •Morou1 a eeoond grade codfish from Nova Scotia salted too 

late and too little for ita long sojourn on dry land. These and many other 

articles were highly remunerative to the i~porter. There was timber in 

Guadeloupe from which poles might be made, there were fieJ} in the sea. 

But a fisherman and a logger haTe to be energetic and ent~rprising. These 

industries simply would not spring up without encouragement . Fishing 

seams "to be not for the market but when a native or a village wants a fish 

badly. With t rees loaded with bread fruit, which your observer found a 

not unpalatable substitute for potatoes , a color ed man was often called a 

• • 
1paysan 1 or a yokel by h i s fellows because he ate breadfruit and not 

imported white potatoes . On Sundays the negro strove to have on his table 

white man's food which consisted of anything with a foreign label from 

Brazil to Norway. I t was easy to keep the economy to sugar, rum and bananas 

under these circumstances while France paid the bill. 

TRANSITION FROM OLD POLICY SLOW AND DIFFICULT 

But the sword has stuck down Franoe. She can .no longer play fairy 

Godmother to these isles , and their economy ia in g reat danger of turhing 

bottom up. The big planter ~warehouses crammed with tona ot 

eugar which he cannot sell. The little man is going out of buaineu with 

• • 



- 14-

nothing on hia ahelYea. Thoae in authority realize that the islanda could 

be aade self-aupporting, especially under the present form of military 

diotatorahip in spite of the laaaitude of the population. In fact ~thout 

any change these people cannot starve for by nature of soil, climate and 

moiature theee ialanda are the rioheat ial&nda in this chain. They are not 

' to be compared to barren St. Thomas or jungle ooYered Dominica for instance, 

l!ut it take a supplies of material a to awi toh the e oonoi11Y. · For · 111atance 

health, --and acme of the lassitude is undoubtedly actually due to bad health, -

could be improved t remendously at Forte de France in Martinique and above 

all at Pointe a Pitre 111 Guadeloppe by a new water supply system. Pointe a 

Pitre is very low and the old lealcy water nain rune through a swamp oloae 

to the sewer pipe. The authorities are anxious and ready to put 111 new 

water systema. 

SUPPLIES HARD TO OBTAIN 

Material auppliea, however, would have to come from ths United States 

and are doubtless unobtainable ~der rearmament oonditio111. The fishing in­

dustry would need supplies an~ r~rigeration, as would a possible dairying 

industry. A large part of the grazing land which is not too great anyhow 1e 

taken up by work oxen for the cane fields. 

FOUR MIU.ION DOll.LARS OF SUGAR MAY BE LOST 

The sugar mills are well enough equipped materially, but the ware-

houses are full of raw sugar and there will be no room for the new crop. One 

of the larger plants at Pointe a Pitre is building an extra warehouse with no 

ce!D8Jlt and no ateel for reinforcing. Maybe it ia juat i;o keep busy. They claim 

that four million dollars worth of augar in these two islands will be loat for 

good if not moved in the next four monthaJ that aome of it 111 that humid olimata 11 



- 15 -

begimrlng already to turn to syrups that in lix months it will all be syrup. 

They do not ~etine aug~ beyond the raw stage nor have they meane to do eo. 

OUr Agriculture Department tell us that they oansider this slightly exaggerated. 

They say at the end of seven or eight months there would be a twenty peroent 

lou e.nd a tter a ye~ the deterioration ia liable to mount to a subste.ntia.l 

loss. However thia sugar haa been stored sinoe the end of their laat orop. 

Their harvest is Febru~y to April. Zn four months from now this eug~ will 

have been stored nine months . So that bring a them pretty olose to the line. 

Besides they have no storage facilitie s for the next orop. 

DRUGS NEE.DED 

They are short of drugs aa the following rush order implies quoted 

from a letter to the financial attaobe of the Frenoh Ambassador, 20 Exohange 

Plaoe, N.Y.C . from Controleur de la Marine Le Koire at Forte de Fre.noe1 

~I telegraphed you today to buy and send by military ple.ne (Amerioan 

implied) 

25,000 .. ~(A of Insulin 

20 gr~s d'adrenoline (epinephrine) 

to the Governor of Martinfque and oha.rlge to the Colony. - - - - -

The most important e.mongst other artiolea of whioh we e.re completely laoking 

are ' 

Liver extraot 
Sela d'or 
Valoium injeote.ble 
Nova.rsenobenzol 
Condensed milk, baby food (vitaminea D) 
baby bottles, nipples 
oamphor oil 
protoiodure de meroure 
1118tropine 
atova.raol 
permanganate of potassium 
ohoolmogra oil 
iodine 
antiwrine 

1 eau cu1 ~&ne 
syringes and needle• 

• 
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Certain of these artioles, especially the baby product., were or dered in 

July but have not yet been delivered. I am counting on buying the others 

immediately by pr ivate mean.e but it ill not sure that we still have enough 

avai lable dollars on the August license. In this oaae it will be neoeaaary 

to report the purohaaes as of S aptember. 

I would be much obliged it you will aid end haaten the transaotione 

and releases, if necessary by the Red Cross, in order to escape the loss of 

time resulting from purchasing delays and financial regulations ,• 

Your observer believes that considerable of their di£ficulty and de-

lay is caused b:· their OV«l embassy in the United States . fh!l.e· h , unooni'irmed. 

If confirmed it carries interesting implioations . 

However, in view of the difficulties they anoollllter in e eourlDg evan 

badly needed drugs, it is little wonder that the transition cannot be made 

under present conditions to a self sustained economy which would demand 

oonaiderable supplies of materials and equipment, The change must perforce 
I 

be very gradual for it would take considerable investment in materials and 

metals competing with U. s. roai'IIl8l!lent needs, to say nothing about struggling 

foot by foot against a pattern established for 300 years. 

THEm ONE HOPE .AMERICA 

In the meantime what are these people to do? Let their sugar rot, and 

let their bananas r ot and pour their r um on the gr ound because there are no 

oasks lett to fill . When irresponsible newspapers spread lying rumors of 

nazis in l·fo.r tinique, (if one arr ived there and they knew it we believe he wouid 

be slapped into prison immediately) , of ai.rfields being built, of submarine 1 

bases under construction, they not only brand themaelvea a1 liar• but al1o 

as fools or t~t~rse and brand the French Acbiral ty, who are far h-om fools , aa 

fools too . The Admiralty and the people know that the only plaoe W\enee 
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salvation oan oome, with thing a standing ae they etand tod.y, ie a great 

and near oontinent, the United States of .Amerioa. 

J.KaRICAN OFFICIAlS IN MARTINIQUE 

Therefore your temporary naval observer l'farine Major Munoie, ably 

oheoking land.ing pointe, tank approa~hed, pereonelle, eto. , was observed 
I 

by the Frenoh largely through queetioniDg hie taxi oab dr1"9'0r and joked with 

about it by ranking naval offioere beoauae they did that work onoe in their 

youth. Your permanent naval observer Commander Blankenelip i e an old fox, 

as able ae they oome. 'Ehe Frenoh do not make him out. i'heir general 

impression, whioh he abl y oreatee, i e that it wae oruel to send an old lllllll like 

that into that heat. One or two euoh ae Madame Benoeoh and Admiral Robert 

probably suspeot ho~t able he ie. The rest of the island do not. The oolored 

p eople worship him. .tllveryone likes him. Your ooneul Mr. ~lige ie observed, 

slightly feared beoauee he i s part Frenoh and regarded with a hopeful eye 

beoauae he is of long and able u.s. oonsular servioe and beoauee ~rtinique 

ia the domain of the State Department at the present time and the Frenoh know 

" in O!lpal:ie hands it vd.ll remain so or hope it will. 11r. Haligee hands are 

oapable. Your vioe-oonaul i s popular, doea his work well, is muoh sought 

after for dinner parties and stag naval parties, beoauae he ie good- looking, 

attraotive and very Jmerioan. Your Coll aborater of the Depa.r121lent of 

1,. Agriculture was observed auapioioualy by the Frenoh for thr ee days sol~ 

beoause he was a stranger, then wae aooepted as an emmieary of good will 

and nearly killed by bueinees dinners , raw ' rum eamplsa and only saved from 

gaatrio dtatruotion by oour teoua invitations from the Admiralty and Navy 

offioera . AI a stranger your obaer:.;er has aet with far more euepioion in 

a Weetern toi'C of the eame ei&e and auepioion of fer lqer duration . 
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, Nothillg ill put in the way of arq AJnerioan official to oonatriot hill 

movement here or there about the ialanda. Our naval observer inspected the 

Aeroplanes. He said the wings had been tlllcen off and stored about three to 

five miles from the f'Usilages. They would have to be reaesembl,ed and trans-

ported to the harbor to the Airoratt Carrier ~ in order to take off, as 

' there are no air fields . This oould not possibly esoape detection. No 

American has aotually seen the gold so far as we know. Someone, we believe 

it was the oonsul
1 

has seen the boxes whioh oontain the gold. The phyeioal 

difficulty of opening the boxes to look at the precious metal 1S&elf appears 

to be · the obstacle in the w~ of a oomplete inspection and laok of this 

inspection ie not due to unwillingness on the part of the Frenoh. 

HISCELLANEOW 

There are about 4 million dollars worth of bales of oork.- judging by 

eye about two ship loads.- lying at Forte de Franoe. One is at the dooks of 
• 

the .Gie General Trans atlantique. This oork is so apparent 1 t might be over-

•looked. We understand it laoked bottoms to continue ita voyage from Afrioa 

to the United States. However, someday it misht go the other way to France 

or ~ermany, As it is a war material, we note it,for it should not be •lost 

t rack of, 

• We judged that the naval observer was occupying himself with roads, 

invasion points, maohine gun implaoementa, fortifications and oonti tion of 

Frenoh naval vessels. We concentrated our observations on political aspeots, 

ease of unrestricted movement, conditions of various olasses of people, 

medioal offioere, agriculture, eoonomioa, and in short the general impreseione 

and comparisons whioh one might seoure in 16 d~s at i'lartinique and 

Guadeloupe. We saw no oonetruotion work in extended auto travel or air 
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travel which would indicate military work of any moment or any airfielde. 

We travelled all over Martinique, having only to call a taxi to t ravel ~­

where. We deaor ibed a figure eight ~oh completely covered Baaae Terre at 

Guadeloupe. The i t1neary tor thia journey was a elected by ounel vea and we 

travelled 1n an auto accompanied by 'the Minister ot Foreat, Hines and Agri ­

culture 8Jld the l'reaident of the Chamber of Commerce. We requeated the Pan 

American pilot to fly low over Isles des Saintea and Mar ie Galante both on 

the way to Guadeloupe from l1art1n1que and on the way baok to Martinique. 

In all we flew over them four times. We were eo low over Ielea des Saintes 

we could eee the 8111&11 panee of glaes in windoWII w1 th four 6" x 6" panes. 

We sa" nothing that looked like eu't:marine baeee there and no new construc­

tion. There were no ai r fields or hangara viaible on .-larie Galante. There 

waa oO! place on l'le.rie Gallante ..tlioh looked very flat and had there not 

been oowa grazing on it might make an air field without muoh work. Only the 

oows had walked on it to date. As an emisary of the Depa~ent of Agrioul ture 

deeir~ among other thinge to kiil falee newa etor iea, we aeoured the word 

of the Governor of Guadeloupe aa a"Frenohman and a aoldie~ .Cile at hie 

house after dinner, that nothing had been built of any military Jcind on 

Marie Gallante or Islea dee Saintes. When he paaaed this Y~Crd we told him 

we knew what his answer would be in advance beoauae we had flotm ao low 

over Isles dee Saintes coming in that we could aee the little . panes of 

glaes. We merely wanted to take hie word back with ue. He laughed, and 

unasked gave the same word f or all of Guadeloupe. 

POLITICAL AND OTHER PRISONERS ON ISLES DES S.A.INTES 

I sles dee Saintea il a freah, small i aland oft Baaae Terre about 4 

d lee ~oh ia reputed to be a sort of alm!ler reaort where Guadeloupiana 

• 
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go for a •ohangement d•air 1 • It is here that they keep their politiQ•l 

and other priaonere. We encountered several young oiviliana, sunburnt and 

full of fishing stories r eturned from Isles des Saintes attar the week-

end. It would appear to be a healthy plaoe for priaonera. We travelled 

extensively by auto and also on foot in the high plaoas nearly all over 

Grande Terre. In all our travels along the roads ev&ryfthera in Martinique 

and Guadeloupe we were str uck by the faot that we never aaw a new or aemi-

new road leading into the jungle. The old roads appeared to be bearing 

only their normal traffic for which they were built, usually cows, piga 

or bare feet . There could be little ocoult work going on. 

IF DISPOSED TO HELP 

The Minister of Agriculture at Martinique, 11on. Stel*, a .botaffist 

and authority on plants of that whole Carribean region desires two tone 

of soya beans for experimental purposes . We hope we oan secure them for 

him t o redeem ourself aa an agricul tur.ist. 

Redt~ction in duty on their run would allow t .hem to aeU soma of 

their very superior Martinique rum in the United states. Their present 

· stored a~.~gar should be moved somehow or it will be lost and their eoonOI!lY 

depends on it • 

.. They might be atatid to market their bananas from Guadeloupe. 

These are the fayo smaller, more delicately flavored than the Gros Miohel 

to whiob the u.s . is accustomed. They wrap the bunches and already have 

achieved some suooese ill disposing of them here, but the irregular servioe 

tells against them. The Uirl.ted Fruit might be able to do aanething about 

it. u. s. already takes all their vanilla from Guadeloupe, whioh ia high 

grade. 



' 

I 

• 

• 
' 

• 

- 21 -

They are abort of drugs in Martinique, pr obably due to their o'I'ID 

fault in a way. Our drug• are different h-om their• and ooni'uae them 
• 

and are muoh higher prioed than those h-om Fr ance. They or dered from 

Franoe and waited too long without reoei'ri.ll« AllY• We oould win good will, 

these 
by aendillg them/drugs aa a gift if not too exp8ll.llive. 

They need some old moving picture fil.ma for the enterta1Dment of 

their sailors aboard ship. They desire non-propaganda fi~. We s uggest 

piotures ·of American Mountains and snow, c.o.o. boys and even U, s. 

Sailors eating good food, pretty Alllerioan gir ls and the iDIDIIItaity of 

American f actories, ability to pr oduce and crowds of happy American worker s 

passing through faotory gates with full dinner pails, Also some comios 

and cartoons . This is an opportunity. The morale officer of the Naval 

Air Base, San Juan has two movie machines now in use at San Juan which 

will be surveyed and available in October , and could be put to the use of 

the l''renoh in Martinique , '.l'hey fit American made fil1!18 , Capt , Ted E, 

Chandl er, French Desk, O. N. l , should be contacted in this r egard and i s 

agr eeable if requested by the State Department . 

Mon . Paul Bena, Chief of Forestry , Topography and of Agriculture 

at Guadeloupe needs badly to have some Amazon flies for use against the 

. " 
borer. 

The Admiralty seems friendly , the whole atmosphere appears anxious 

to please us , though tinged with euepioion. If this is not correct it ie 

the most ably and unbelievably perfeo~ hoax ever perpetrated. We aesume, 

if we aided them, banker experts woutd eee to it that the funds eo secured 

would not fall into axis hands , There was an err oneous feeling amongs t 

French officials that Jewiah influence in the United States Tr easury ~~ade 

things di1'fioult for them, We suggest that they have been subjected to 

s 
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a ome aor t of aubtle propaganda to thia etteot. 

•RADIO SAVJJiNE• 

In Martinique there 1a a large square at Forte de Franoe w1 th a 

statue of Josephine in the oentre of it. This square f aoee the harbor of 

Forte de1 ~rinoe. Through the headlands one oe.n look out of the har bor 
I I 

mouth to the open Carribee.n sea beyond. This square ie called the 

"Savanna" . There are benches here on whioh old men and negroes and women 

and ohildren sit. Merchant sailors sometimes eit here too. We never saw 

many French naval sailors sitting there. In a way of apealcillg theae 

people have eat there for ~. many years looking out toward the sea -

negroes and whi. tea and women and children - wai tillg for something to come 

out of the sea. l:lothing ev.Jr came, They have become accustomed to mak­

ing up their own tales . l'heae tales are called the "Radio Savanna". 

'fhere is a new bulletin every half hour in theee diaturbed times . "Radio 

Savanna" covers the -ter trout. There is no pieoe of news it baa not 

fabricated in its day. Marchant sailors f r esh from the Savanna go on to 

New York or Baltimore and are interviewed b,y unscrupulous ne1~paper men. 

Some of these newspaper men were so thrilled by what they heard they even 

pa~d~ thoir own way out to Martinique to eit on the Savanna themselves. 

There they gathered news with their ears, refusing to open their eyes , 

because what their eyes told them they oould not sell . One typical day 

two American Admirals pass by in a bomber. They atop off to pay their 

personal respects to an old fr i end of theirs , that honorable and dis-

tinguished gentleman, the Fronoh Aanire.l Robert who rules the French 

Artilles . An eleotrio bun goes through the benches of the Savanna. 

Painleuly a new bulletin baa been born, a Radio Savanna. Negroes and 

aemi-~ites in not inconsiderable numbers flee for the hills and open 
' 
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fields out of the other aide of Forte de France. It is an ultimatum& 

Save yourself! The American invasion is on. Radio Savanna even announced 

:the exaot time the bombing was to start. Long live the "Radio Savanne" 

for warning them in time. may she never change her habits and always be 

as wrong. 



r~ .. --~-· March 2, 1945 . 

I To4ay I told J . Franklin carter thP 

President suggested he talk with Secre­

tary Bard about t~s matter . 

G, G,T, 
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Rln'ORT ON OPERATION OF "SW!OBTLE". 

• 
You may be interes ted in the attached report on the operation or the 

"Seamobile" durine tive winter months in the North At1sntio. 

In sum, it indioatee that we were justified in pioneeriDF in this t ype 

or l i tht coastwise cargo vessel, both trom the point or view or pert orma DDe 

end trao1 the point or view ot eoonany. 1 still am ot the opinion that we 

should build titty or a hUildred or these ebipe tor Paoitic island, C8.ribbean 

aDd coastwise use. 
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WASHINGTON, 0 , 0. 

J , Franklin Carter 
Room 1012 
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National Press Building 

J . B. weaver 

SEAI!OBILE I 

February 28, 1945 

I hand you herewith a summary of an abstract from the log of 
SEAUOBILE I covering its first five months of operation, One or two points 
stand out clearly 1 

1. The revolutionary type of drive is practical, 

2, The retractable feature of the drive h~s worked 
out satisfactorily, 

3 , Due to the great saving in the weight of tho power 
plant by using the small high speed engine units the 
remarkable ratio of the deadweight to the weight of 
light ship of 3, 2 to 1 (closely corresponding to 
vessels of 10, 000 tons deadweight) is of extreme interest. 

It mi(;ht also be of interest if it were realized that our 
relationchip was arbitrarily terr.linated by one "Seabury" before we were able to 
complete our work, and we were not permitted to be on the trials or obtain any 
technical ini'ormation through official channels i .n respect to the results of this 
development , 

unable to obtain any explanation of this action we preferred 
charges against "Seabury" in complete detail in the summer of 1943 . We know 
notr~ng about any action t aken on these charges and to this day do not know the 
reasons for the arbitrary action in terminating our contract . 

OUr congratulations to the President in respect to his naval 
architectural knowledge . -

Attachment 



February 15, 1946 

"SEAMOBILE TANKER" 
(Charter assumed to be Reinaur Transportation Interests) 

Five months commercial operation in coastwise trade during winter conths 
f rom Philadelphia-chester area on the Delaware River to llsw York areal each voyap having a run of 118 miles in the open North Atlantic Sea. 

ABSTRACTS FRO!.! LOG 

Vessel has had 1 cargo alcohol , 3 cargoes gasoline and 24 cargoes Diesel oil, and 1 harbor transfer cargo of 4,268 t ons of "Karo" syrup . 

Fuel consumption - , 5 lbs . per I .H.P. hour all purposes 
Average speed attained in commercial operation - 9. 1 knots 

n " " " n " - 8 . 45 " 
uen - 18 (men and offioers) 

at 9 '0" rean draft 
II 15 1 - 011 n II 

Average rate of discharge, 12 hours . (Note 1 Can be reduced to 6 hours by 
install~ larger pumps) or 1 , 134 gallons per minute (Diesel oil) 

Total days in service - 126 
Total days underway - 59 
Total days in port - 66 
Laid up only 4 days after second voyage for general adjustment and minor 

changes. 
Total distance traveled - 11 , 040 nautical miles 
Total cargo handled - 73, 258 long tons 
Service - Loaded out--return, in ballast 
•Average cargo - 2,461 tons 

The vessel has been operated at about 90% full power . She encountered very heavy weather on several voyages as well as bad icing conditions . The stability, period of roll and general performance indicate excellent seaworthy qualities . 

Cm!CLUSIONS 

1. That ship forms of single ourvaturo surfaces can be developed to a 
point closel y approximating the efficiency of the more complex forms . 

2. That equal seaworthiness, stability , period of roll , sto . , are obtainable-in these simplified lines . 
30 That propulsion of comparatively large ships by multiple small commeroialTy standard Diesel engines is entirely practicable and commercially desirable for certain condition.s . 
4 . That the retractable feature of tho driving unite is ontirely satisfactory and practicable , 
s. That satisfactory performance in all respects is obtained without positive and accurate alignment between hull and driving mechanism. 
s. That ndnor dotail che.ngea oan bo made that will result in greater 

simplicity~ first cost reduction, and improved efficiency . 

~ot incl uding tho 4 , 268 ton cargo transfer 



February 15, 1945 

MEMORANDUU 

"SEAMOBILE 'l'ANXER" 

CH!RACTERISTICS OF VESSEL 

L.O.A. 257 •-7} 11 

t .a.p. 2so•-o• 
Beam Moulded 40•- 0" 
Displacemant 16' Draft, 3,660 Tons 
Deadweight 2,788.4 Tons 
Pay Load (Cargo) 2, 500 11 

Deadweight at 11 • mean dra...f't 1 , 500 11 

Ratio deadweight to weight of ship 3 .2 to 1 
Power - 8 Gray marine Diesel engines of 150 B.H.P. each 

geared to 4 vertical shafts With retractable 
propellers and driving gear units . 

PRESIDENT 1S DIRECTIVE 

L.W.L. 250 ' 
Capacity - 1500 T .o.W. e 11 1-011 mean draft 
Speed - 8 or more knots 
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As ill8tructed, I discussed the Bib process tor !~-temperature dist illation 

with General Flemins of the P . 7l .A. and John Blandford of the F .!l .A. 

Blandford convinced me that the the loeioal agency to handle the pilot-operation 

is the Tennes.see Valley Authority. Since T .V. A. is slready engaged in many similar 

lines of scientific research and is , notwithstandi!l£ Senator McKellar , still excempt 

fran Congressional control of its operations, I think that this is both the .meet 

natural and the least conspicuous wa}' i n which to t ry out the process. 

Unless otherwise i ll9 tructed, I shall take this up w1 th ))!ve J. ilienthsl the 

next t 1llle he is in Washington. 

General Fleming was also very cooperat1 ve and seemed to be seriousl~r impressed 

with the :reas i biihity o! the process. He sai d that he lacked tt e funds but that hls 

offices on the West Coast would belp with ra• ilitiea and superviel on, if it •as decided 

to use t he present available private funds to teet the process . 

FlEII!linfl also said t hat the process, 1! proved feasible, ·.Ytmld have important 

and 
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REPO!n' ~ ~ P~ Ft'R LC'W T'§.IPB!lA.TURS DISTILLA'I'!ON. 

The attached letter fran Mra, Honeyman and t he atteohed report prepared 

by Earle F. Hisoook or this Unit rater to what seems to be one of the basio 

d1aoOYer1ea or this oentury, 

Attar con .. ultation with vannSYar Bush, Hiscock went t o Portland and had 

a prolonged s eries ot technical discussioDO with Mr. ~! .P .'P.'Piis , the ineentor 

or the p~ess. Hiaoook bas r eturned with complete blueprints, etc. end ts or 

the opinion a) that Riia ~owe •hat be 1a talkillf about and b) that hts proeese 

repres ents something or incalculable 1mJ)ortance . Incidentally, Ri111 believes 

that Ge:nllAny and J apa,n b&ve developed a eiJniler process and have thus solved their 

problems or gasoline supply. 

Henry Wallace is personally interested in ascertaininc the facts about thi s 

process and would like to cooperate, through tba Bureau or Standards . 

I n my j udgment, prompt aotton, real secrecy and a m!nim\DD expenditure or 

tunda mi ght yield dramttic military r e t urns nc. and enormous economic potentia lities 
• 

..,.... c.e.,..~' ,.<._ l.. • ~ I 
tor tbe poet-!ar perioq . ~osition or_ cons idereble JIUll!llitude, both f r an ind~Ptrial 

and political sources , ciib ertainly be expeoted. AOcordiii{',ly , I would l ike ~~our 
1'\ 

permission to prooeed by all appropriate IQII&ns t o ensure the complet1 on and teetinp 

ot a pilot-unit in tha RUe prooaaa. This process ill m011t 11!mpl y stated sA the 

ap~ioation ot alectronioa t o disti llation or or~anio matter--oosl , wood , sawdust , 

tann wastes , garbage--with tremendous increased y .. lda or p011ar, fuel and hy- productll. 

The overall oos t or a pilot op11retion, includinG taoilitiell, 11nould be well within 

~5 ,000 . I r eool!lllend a lerg/'aum so as to insure both aeoreoy and ac lent trio control. 
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LOW TEMPERATURE DISTILLATION PROCESS 

A low temperature disti l lation process is now available £or 

the reduction of shale, br own coal , lignite , coal, wood, as well 

as other orsanic materials such as comstalks , leafy growth and 

farm refuse, 

This process , discovered in 1917 by Mr . M, P.P, Rii s now 

residing in Portland , Oregon , is said to be a close parallel if 

not a duplicate of the distillation processes utilized for at 

least fifteen years by the Germans aDd the Japanese , The process 

is such as to make available high percentage yields of oi l , alco­

hol and other hydrocarbons useful for motor fuel and solvent 

purposes from low grade coals and shales . 

Investisation indicates that for the past t wenty years the 

continuing and effective opposition to the a pplication of this 

as well as less effective processes for the better utilization 

of lignite, wood waste and farm refuse has prevented their prac­

t i cal economic development , 

The recent denial by the Utah State Legislature of funds 

for the prosecution of further research and the building of pilot 

plants for lignite and brown coal distillation is a case in point . 

In spite of the most favorable outlook in an ex~ustive r eport 

(prepared under the d i rection of a most competent engineer, Dr. 

Neil c . Christesen of Sa lt Lake City, working with other scien­

tists and staff members of the University of Utah) the coal and 

,. 
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power interests successfully blocked the practical application 

of the findings. 

The facts as now available indicate that the Riis process 

is far superior to others now known. It embodies, in a low 

temperature retort, the application of supersonic pulsating waves 

combined with an electric field of varying polarity. This is 

described as bri;nging the processes of nat\ire to the band of Jlll.n 

by applying the principle of the natural methods of reduction ot 

the forest and m1.neral wastes in the earth• s construction. 

Scientists now freely acknowledge the pulsation of the earth and 

the changing polarity of the surface and molten interior and it 

is by the reproduction of these conditions that (with comparatively 

low temperatures) the Riis process can veritably "wring" combina­

tions of hydrocarbons as well as inorganic materials (metals and 

other elements) out of the raw material furnished by nature. 

It is recommended that immediate steps be taken to allocate , 
a special fund to set up the Riis process in Pilot operation. In 

view of the far reaching economic effect on the existing sources 

of oil and power it will be necessary to provide for a high degree 

of security and protection. 

It is estimated that a simple pilot plant for low temperature 

distillation can be placed in operation for $5,000. It i s , however, 

most strongly recOIIDilended that at least $25 ,000 be made available 

for use in establishing the pilot operation of other phases of 

the process a ll looking toward the development of a competent 

research organization with suitable funds (at least $1,000, 000) 

in the new fields of catalysis and synthesis. 

I 

. ' 



·. . . . . 

• 
uolb"l» 'q•ou...,d: 

··~ «· .. l~ll ·at ·~ llr:Ll 

U1Jutfbu.t!i ~crcrJii U1Jbi 

Uon, Fre.nklin D. Rooseve l t 
'fhe White Rouse 
Washington, D. C. 

• 



My dear Franklin• 

1128 • . • . Jnrqrct lrm 

Jm1ub. tlrtgms 

Feb. 20th. 
1945 

When in Viashington r ecently I t alked to John Carter about a di stilletion f r om waste material s pr ocess discovered by a man now living here in Portl and, John recognized the possibili t i e s enough to think these plans should be checked on, 

For the past few years I have been bonding every effort 
towards having an investigation ( T am get t ing to hate that wordl ) made and in tho Fall of '·38 I sent quite a lot of mater ial to you but I suppose it got lost in the quantities of things you have to 
refer to the supposedly proper office s . But, PLEASE, don't let this 
~et away agili u. 

It i s bound t o be devel oped sometime and I want it to bo so, not only in the United States but especially under your Administration 

Many congratulations on tho Yalta conference . I am so thrilled to have the gossips shown that if there is to be any pushing around to be ,done we aren't going to be the pushee. I am so pr oud of my President and my old f riend. 

Affectionate!~~ 
• 
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March 14 , 1945. 

" REPORt' ON 'IRE C.ANADUN GENERAL EL~ION . 

My preliminary political intelHgenoe reports on the Canadian r eneral election 

indicate that !.fcKanzie King is BOing to be badly defeated . 

Your friendly words and atate~~Jtnt at yesterday' s press conference will help him 

in ontario but not in Quebec. 

The indications· are that the Canadian Ool!lllonwealth Federat ion will sweep moat 

of Western Canada, including ontario, with the a.lberta Social Credit Party aiding. 

It is also indicated that tn Quebec the B'loo Populaire, organized by the parish-

priests in revolt against the biera~hy, especially the Cardinal- Archbishop (who 

has supported Ki.ng), will cal"ry the province. 

The net picture is a strone lef:ttist sweep in the Dominion. As I check fur-

ther report.l!l I will perhaps modify thia provisional forecast. The old IJnionist-

Conservative e.roup, which used to ta.ke its orders from London, ia ap ·•arently out of 

the picture und London--teught by the •uatralian electionR--1s keepiD/1 its hands orr. 

1 ass\ll!¥! that you htlve t~lready rMeived this int'Ol'lllllt lon and have mee..;nred 

hoth its value ~or.d 1 t s rsla t ion t(• fHture po.Li t 1 cc.l uenc\s t n t'·• J s c :>' \lltr · , tnt t". 1 n": 
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My preliminary polit ioal intelligence repCD:'te on tb a Canadian ~eneral election 

indicate that !.'cKanz ie King is goinf( to be badly defeated . 

Your friendly words and statement at yesterday ' s press conterence wil l help htm 

in ontari o but not in Quebeo . 

The indications e.re that the Canadian COilJllonwealth Federet ion will sweep most 

ot Westezn Canada , including Ontario, with the alberta Social Credit Party aidine. 

It is also indicated that in Quebec the &loo Populaire, organized b~· the parish-

priests in revolt against t he hierarchy, especially the Cardinal-Archbishop (who 

bas au~ported King) , will carry the province. 

The net picture is a atrone ler~tiat sweep in the namin~on. As I check rur-

tber reports I will perhaps modif y this provisional f orecast. The old Unionist-

Conservative ~roup , whiob used to take its orders rrom London, i a ep, arently out or 

the pi cture and London--taught b:' the Australien electioM--ia keepillf its hands or r. 

I assume that you bbve ulresd~· r~cetved this intorD~t \on and have met.;;ured 

hoth ito value and Its relation h • fnttU'e pc.litio"'l t r tlncls In t''l o c ... ..mr ·, lnt ~"\ In": 
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Terms , submitted by John Franklin Carter, 
12.10 National Press Bldg., Washington 4 , 
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PRESIDENT: 

How about •ending thi• to Judge 
Vin•on and 1ee if the 1uggeatione have 
anr aerit and for recommendation? 

o.o.T. 



GRACE: 

TO READ AND DO THE HEOESBARX. 

J'.D.R. 



T - r. "'I) 

M&roh U, lNI. 

MEMORANDUM JOR J. J'RARt.II OAMER 1 

In :regard to JOUl" :report; on Oanvae Shelters tor U .11. 
fl'oope, we have Just Nedved t;he tollovlft\t fro• the War 
Depart;11entt 

"Ths report; ot the investigation has now been made 
aad the Inspector Gen~ral has concluded tbat the statements 
a4e 1n Technical Seriec Report {127 have no foundation 1n 
tact. While Mr. Carter doea not 1n41oate the souroe of hie 
1Dtormatlon, the report ot the Inapector General ehowe tbat 
at least part of 1t muot have come tro11 a former employee 1n 
t;he office of the Quartermaster General who was r elieved 
because ot 1noompetenoe and from a 41eeat1etie4 o1v111an 
oontractor. on a previous occasion we had the I napector 
General invest igate allegations made 1n another r eport from 
Mr. Carter and found that t hat repcrt also had no foundation 
in fact . 

•rn view of the incorrect information which has 
been given Mr. Carter in the paet for hie report s , I strongly 
recomm~n~ that be bo advised to reaue~ t f rom my office 
aee1 etanoe 1n oon1'1rming the information before calling the 
report s to your attention." 

Gra.ce G. Tully 
l>ri va t e SeorP. t ar;v 

J J 

J J 
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W~ DID"ARTMENT 

THE CH IEF O F STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

WEI4CRAN00}4 FCR THE PRESIDENT 1 

February 2.31 1945 

~ attention has been called to the attached Techni-

cal Series Report #27 which I understand was submitted to you 

by ldr. John Franklin Carter. ldr, Carter brought this report to 

my office with a statement that he did so under instructiona 

from the White House . General Watson advised me that you had 

no particular desire to have the Inspector General investigate 

the subject matter of the report as Mr. Carter recoDJnended, but 

that the War Department should use its own discretion in tbie re­

gard. Because of the serious nature of the allegations made in 

the report, I cc:nsidered it advisable to have the Inspector 

General determine the factual basis, if any1 for the statements 

made in the report. 

The report of the investigation has now been made and 

the Inspector General has concluded that tbe statements made in 

Technical Series Report #27 have no foundation in fact. While 

Mr. Carter does not indicate the source ot his information, the 

report of the Inspector General shows that at least part of it 

llllSt have come from a ·former employee in the office of the Quar­

termaster General who was relieved because of incompetence and 

from a dissatisfied civilian contractor. Ch a previous occasion 

we had the Inspector General investigate allegations made in 

another report from Mr . Carter and found that that report also 

had no foundation in fact. 

In view of the incorrect informatioo which has been 

given Mr. Carter in the past for his reports, I stroogl.y recom­

mend that he be advised to request from my of£ice assistance in 

confirming the informatioo before calling the reports to your 

attention. , 

~~~0: -- ~er or st.ir 
) 



Fellz'uar7 23, 1945 

ICr attct.ic:a bu ~ c•llecl to the attached Teclai-
oal Seriee Report l:n which I UDderetand wu subal. ttecl to :yoa 
liT Ill'. Jobn Prenk11n carter. llr. Carter brought thil report to 
...,· office w1 th a etate11111nt that he did eo under 1natructiane 
floa. the White H011H. General Wateon ad-fieed me that TOll had 
no ~oul.ar came to ha'ft the In.peotor General 1n'ftlltigate 
the subject •tter ot the report u llr. Carter rec~nded, but 
that the War Department ehould uee ite own discretion in this re­
gard. Because ot the serious nature ot t he allegations made 1n 
the report, I OCilai4ered it advisable to have the Inspector 
General determine the factual bailie, il eny, for the etateMDte 
lllde 1n the report. 

The report of the investi gati on has DO'If been made and 
the Inspector General has concluded that the statements made 1n 
Teclaical Series Report H2!1 have no toundatiCil 1n fact . While 
llr. Carter does not indicate t he source of hie information, the 
report of the Inspector General shows that at least part of i t 
mat have come !rom a former employee 1n the office of the Quar­
tenu.eter General llho wu relieTed because ot incompetence and 
troa a diaatia.tied civilian contractor. On a previous occasim w had the Inspector General investigate allegations made in 
another report !rom lair. Carter and found that that .report also 
had no foundation in fact. 

In view of the incorrect 1nformat.1Cil 'llliich has been 
given MJ:o, Carter 1n the past for hie reports, I strongly r ecom­
mend that be be advised to request from ~ office aeeistance in 
confirming t he information before calling the reports to your 
attention, 

Chief of Staff 
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TechD1cal 6er~es Report lo. · 27 ~ 
~--~----------------Deceaber 19, 1944 

CAll'lAS SHELTERS FOR U •. S. TROOPS 

It is reported that .there is a serious &nd continu­

ing shortage of canvas shelter duck tor temporary aDd 

permanent shelter use i n the United Stat~s Ar_,. 
This shortage is presently reported to be so seriou. 

that 1,5001 000 men on the Western Front will be without 

actequate protection !rom the weather. Present etf'orts 

to rectify this condition are stated to have resulted 

in high 9riority procurements which, however, are reported 

to be impossible o£ completion and conse.quent availability 

f or at least 60-90 days. 

It is stated that the serious shortage of shelter 

duck among other things is the direct result of a situa­

t·ion involving the Quartermaster Corps of' the Army Service 

Forces. It is r eported that, while Major General Edmund B. 
.. . 

~regory i s the designated 9uartermaster General, Colonel 

G~orges F. Doriot,1 assigned on the organiza~ion chart 

as Di.rector of the Military Planning ~yis1on, is for all 

intents andpurposes actually responsible for the policy, 

procurements, and decisions affecting ma jor equi'Pment 

problems of the Quartermaster Corps. 

1. According to ~o's Wh~ in Aafrigl, Tol. 82, 19•2-
1943, Colonel Dor~ is 1 sted a &corporation ott1cia1,• 
formerly President of th~ McKeesport Tin Plate Corpora­
t1Qn, now (1942-1943) Chairmln of the Hoard, llational 
Can Co•pany, successors. 

SECRET . 
~' 
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In this connection 1 t is stated that Colonel Doriot 
while Professor or Buainess Administration at the B~ 
Business School had General ure1017 as a pupil, w1U1 the 
resul. t that despite the present ditrerence in rank General 
Ore1or.r in effect remains in a stUdent role. I t is stated 

~ that this status allows Colo~l Doriot tree rein to exeJ.O-
cise wide. autDor1ty throughout the Quart•rmaster Corps 
b,y ••ans or a tar-reaching "Uestapo" and "hatchet man• 
system, which result s , it i s reported, in situations 
typified by the present shelter duck shortage. 

The background p1cf1Ure of the canvas duck shortage 
is stated t o begin generhlly with the infil tration into 
the Jeffersonville Quartermaster Depot or some at Colonel 
Doriot ' s civilian aides . This Depot, long responsi~le 
to the Army tor canvas duck shelter and tentage equipment 

. 
in general, was at th~s tiae--lovember-December, 1943--
commanded by Brigadier General Allen R. Kimball. The 
activities of Colonel Doriottls nides are ate-ted to have 
resulted in the establishment of Doriot ' s men within the 
Jeffersonville Depot, which i n effect resulted in a 
condition of "Colonel Doriot talking to hi•selt." 

It is reported that thus in the early 110nths ot 
1944 lbng prior to D-Day, wben ~~aJor decisions re1ardinc 
shelter and tentage had to be Made, the Doriot 1roup 
at Jeffersonville prepared tor General I1aball 'a endorseaent 
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a report on shelter duck. This report, it is stated, 

was duly approyed nnd forwarded to Washincton, where Colonel 
Doriot in turn OK 'd it and sent it to ueneral pre.,gory tor 
tinnl approYa.l and transmittal to the Arm::r tiel"Vioe l'orces 
starr. 

During this time, l'fhile this r eport was in channels, 
responsible technologists of the Quartel'lllls ter organiza­

tion in Washington disagreed with its tindings and pro­
tested verbally and in writing that the estimated reqUire­
ment s f or shelter duck, etc., were basically unsound. 

It was then reported that a maneuver t ook !>lace 

which resulted in Uenera.l ltimball ' s being relieved of the 
command or the Jeffersonville Depot a s , it is reported, 

there was some indication that he might receive evidence 
wbich would cause him to investigate his or igi nal de­
cision. In his place ueneral uregory assigned Brigadier 
Gener al Uey L. Howe, alleged to be a Doriot choice , and 
picked tor his lack or knowledge or specialized eqUiP­
ment handled b;y Jeffersonville. In the meantime, i t is 

s t at ed, the r eorganization ot Jeffersonvill e b,y the 
Doriot group had been completed t o eliminate halr or 
t he officers formerly assigned to the •Duck and Webbinc 

Pool," which was al so abolished aa a section. 

In order, it is reported~t? provide a means of 
quieting ~rotests of Quartermaster personnel UDder his 
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direction 1n tbe Mll~tar.T Planning Division and particu­
larly the requirements and Procurements Branch, Colonel 
Doriot i s stated to have appointed Lieutenant Colonel 
Stephen J. ltenned:y to be responsible for sheltel' duck. 

' 

Recent developments which are reported to have occurred, 
when the Armies in Western Europe reported the shelter 
duck shor\age as extremely acute, i ncluded a meeting 
under the chairmanship of Lieutenant Colonel Iennedy 
in New York t o endeavor to establish ruture pol icy, and 
a discussion between Colonel Doriot and ueneral Somervnll 
last week regarding the shelter duck shortage . The re­
sul ts of the meeting held by Iennedy are stated to be 

practically nil. Colonel Doriot' s discussion with 
General Somervell is said to hnve resulted in the General's 

' ' "pinning his ears back" for arguing that he was only 
"trying t o save the Anrr:y money." 

In connection Yti th all of the above it i s reported 
that Lieutenant General 5omervell has established a 

satisfactory working relationshi p with MaJor Oeneral 
Clifford L. Corbin (present Director, Procurement, Q.M.c. ) 
and Colonel R.B. ~tevens, Dei)uty Dir.ect or of Purchases. 

At the present time it is r eported th.at pr ocurement 
action as previously stated r:il.l result in deliveries 
or the needed shelter duck 1~ approximately 60-90 days. 

In viort or the f)articular situation regarding shel ter 
duck and the general procur1rent and distribution 

GSCR.ST 

-· 
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Gri&Dhation 1.n tbe Quartel'll&ster Corps, it 1a .. riousl;r 

reo snded that the Inspector General be directed t o 

1DYest11ate and report bia !indinca to tbe Chief ol • 
star~, u.~. ~. 

• 

SECRET 



•·w., the People" 
"Tho Wook In Woohln9ion" 

iS ... 

FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fronklln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 0 

Mottopofijao 4112 
Moltopollloo 4113 

llllroh 23, 194~. 

MBMrnANroM FOB MISS TULLY: !NSPBCTOB GINERAL'S COMM!N'l'S ON T.S.RIPC!!T No. 27. 

~ Mise Tully: 

Your -oramd1111 or March 23, quotillg a report t'rom the Inspector Ganer&l 

conern111g this urut•s report on Camas Sheltks tor U,S,Troops (T.S.Report No. 27~. 

has raised a regrettable issue ot the veracity of these reports. 

The Inspector OeDeral reports two things: lat, that the- atat1111ents hs"fe no 

foundation in tact; 2nd, that the source of the information is in part at least 
., 

t'rom a former emplo:ree in the ottioe or the Quartemaster General Who was relieved 
,, 

because of incompetence and tram. a dissatisfied civilian contractor. 

The complete falsity or the second stat-nt casts doubt both on the accuracy 

ot the first stat-nt aDd en the integrity of the Inspector General's Ott ice. 

For the President's information, the attached m1111orandum gives the name and 

identitication of the actual source ot' this infol'lll8tion in T,S.Beport No. 27. This 

Unit has not received any ot its 1Dt~tion from the "sources~ alleged by the 

Inspector General. I urgently request, however, th.i'the identity ot' my informant 

be not disclosed to the War Department which Will hasten to persecute him. I make 

this statSIIIlst because, in a previous 1natance, when on request or Col. Davenport in 

General Marshall's Office, I disoloeed the source ot certain information, the Inspector 

General's Otrice merely oraoked down on the source of the 1Dtormati on and am shed the 

project involved, goi11g to the extent of orderi!l{; the imnediate indmtion ot a tech­

nician whose deferment bad been requested by hie employer~ • .U ~ art"(\- I~ ac1': 

In the taoe ot this miainto:rmat1on supplied to the President by the War 

Department, I submit t .hat it mit·ht be in order to i.r-peot tbe Inspector General's 

Oft1oe. 
c)'(C ~ 

.. 



lJarch 23 ,1945 . 

l.!emorandum re :'lar Depart111ent co11Ullent on Technical Series nep ort No 27 

In regard to the sources of information supporting T, S, Report 

l:o 27 titled "Canvas .$hel ters for U.s. Troops" it is reported that 

the primary source 11as ::r Ralph But l and , now o.nd for some years past 

employee as e technolo~ist in the Procurement Division , ~escarch and 

Development 1ranc'h of the ·uarteruastor Corps . "'r Jutland is furtl:Jer 

=cnortcd to act in a general cdvisory capacity on ~uarto<mastcr 

proble:ns of l'lide sCO!le involving ~Jrocurcmont and su'J)ly. 

It is furth~r rc~ortcd thet no ?~rt of the inforn~tion came 

from a "dissatisfied civilian contractor" . 

It appeqrs th~t tho sources of the Inspector ~ene~al o.re 

incorrect on both points . 

' 
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F~'N!~I CARTER ~ ... "~,;·~l 
o- LL v....._ f .._\.,. 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING ,.. p· J\ I 

.. w •. the People .. 
• "The WH\ in Wethin9ton" 

WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. t~ '\ 
Mottopollton 4112 
Motropolllon 411 J 

8101££ •roh 27, 19 ... 

Ri5POR'l' ON RIIS PROOBSS FOR LOW~TtJRI5 DlS'l'llLATI~ . 
J I 

Since pre't'ioue reporta on thia aubjeat , I baTe bad an inteniew with the 

Public Health. Officer of Jeraey City, L!r. J'- J . Ragen , who wHneaaed e d~n-

atration or thia process and says that it pertor.e aa indicated in the written 

reports already submitted. 

Thia morning I bad an interTiew with DaTe Lilienthal who will ~o ahead with 

the pilot operation, which 1a neoeaaary to eatablisb the proper controla and to 

acquire first-band knowledge or the operation or this proaeaa. For reaaona ot 

aecreoy and econ~, be augeeata tha following: 

"The President to direct the allocat ion of ~10,000 of O.S.R.D. funds to tbe 

T.V.A. to finance an inquiry and preliminary report to tbe President upon the 

feasibility or selected low-taaperature proaeaaea tor distillation and syntheaia, 

with particular attention to their uaefulnese in the proaecution ot the war.• 

General Fleming lett no doubt that tbia prooeae , it piloted eucceaatully, 

would be of 8reat ~t~ity to the ADIY a11d tbe NaTy. It would also be ot great 

nlue in rehabilitation and relief in communitiea Where .U:a:t:tqxp utilitiaa 

have bean destroyed or D&Yer ui ated. 

This Unit urgea taTorabla action on thia requtat, being or tbe opinion that 

the proaeaa inTolved may be or crt tical illlportanoe to the concludillf pbaaea or the 

war and to tbe poet-war deTelopment ot the Tlnited Statea and at the world • 

•• 
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JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
1 (Joy mnlllol 

t%10 NAnONAl PRESS I UILOING 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

"Wo, tho ' Poople" 
Mo'"'pollt.• 411Z 
Mo,..,polilon 411) 

"Tho WMk In Wo>hl09l011" 

Jfarob 28. 19415. 

You migb't be interea~ed in tbia report by Taoitua on 'the problema or flood­

control in ancient Be~~~e. When the :lmperor T1ber1ua tried to a~eguard the o i ty 

agai1111't the rampagillg Tiber. only to bump into 

• • 

the Senete. 

\:Ji}f:_, 
( )'.u;. 

, . 
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. . 

• 1$ A.D. 

• • 
"! question was t hen rtised wth.e s.Bate b7 Arruntius lad i.tei us :wbf~er, ill 

order to restraill til, iplmdatiODI of' tbe 'l'iber, the riTVS all4 l aue which nell 1te 

waters should be diTerted trca thetr cou;oses . .l beariDg wi.s sinD to .-baeeie1 tJda 
' • , ' the municipal towns and ooloniee, and the p,ople of norenoe begged that. the Clams . ' 

might not be turned out of' its ohazmet and • ade to flO'If into the hnot .. that 110ulc! 
. . 

bring ruin on theluel Tes . Siailar ar~ents wer e Ul!ed by the inha~itlllts of IDt~. 

The most fruitful. plama of' I~a17, they said1· 'WOuld be destroyed if the riTer Jlar ~-~· 
' . . ' 

(tor this 'Was the plan proposed) wer e to be d1Tided into several ' strea,!l e ct.' o•ertl~ ' . . . - . ~~i 
the country. Nor did the people of Reat e ~ain !silent. They remons~rated agaiplrt t he 

c losing up of the' Veline lake, wher e it apt ies itself into the Nar, "~ i t 110uld 
• • burst in a flood on the entire neighbor'hood. Nature had acairabl7 proTide<! f'or \!mUD • 

interewts in having assigned to ri'Yers ·their mouthll, their cl}annels, arl!l thei.I: limits, 
' - ' .. . 

u well as their sources . Regard, too, lllllst be paid t o the differ ent relig~ons of the I 
.. I ;' 

allies , ~0 had dedicated s acred rites , gro'YeS, and altars tO the ri'Yers Of' their QOUDtry, I 

Tiber himself would be altogether unwilling to be deprind of hi's neighbor streams and 
' ' 

'to !low 1rltb less. glory. " Ei ther the entreaties of the colonies , or the' d.iffiJ'Ulty 

' of' the work or superstitious motives prevailed, and they yielded to Piso 1 s opinion, who 

·decl~ed himself against any- change." 

Tacitus , -Annals ._ 

• \ 

• • I ·, 
• '·' , 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

·-M, 1NI 

''MD•!. liiAII'I 

to DA:D AID ,... .. 11161 1117 H Iii. 

Secret 'Reno"'t 0 '1 Jlo st - '.Var Polittcal 
TnteJligenoe , s uhmtt tecl by J . Frank"Hn 
Ca.,.te:r , '>-?.7- 4'5, wtth e nclosed outline 
of system of fo:retgn oolttioal in~el l . 
info . · 

• • 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Apl'11 2, lNB. 

IIIIIIOIUDUII J'OJ\ 

~• IIOIIftAJa or ft.ltl, 

rn.IB. 

r.D.a. / 

I Sec-ret Repo"'t f,-oro J .Fr anklin Carter, 1- 22-45 ~ ~e Nazi Teohni o\ens in Argent ina . 



r 

f~P ;; f:~~~r 
THIE WHITit HOU81E 4303 

WASHINGTON 
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lOR RIOOMMEWA'l'IOJ 

r. D. Jt, 

• 

.. Communication ot 3/30/45 trom John Franklin 
Carter, 1210 National Press Building, Wash. , D.C. 

Interim Report on Law- Te.arpsratu.re Distillation 
(Riis Process}; suggesting necessary procedure 
to haTe $10,000 allocated to the T.V.A. ror 
a pilot operation in the Riis Process • 

•• 



Copy of this memorandum goes 

to Audrey Turner for our f1lea. 

G. G. T. 
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S:&fiiiT 

J Oint I"RANKK..N CARTBR 
(Jay Franklin) 

1210 National Press Buildill8 
Wallh1118ton 4, D. o. 

!larch 30, 1~~ 

m'I'.Imll! REPORT ON I.OW-TI!JlPERATURE DISTILlATION (RllS PROCESS) 

This 1110rni118, as directed , I had ,.a talk with Mr. Lawton or 
the Budget Bureau on the necessary procedure to have t10,000 a llocated 
to the T.V.A. tor a pilot operati on in the Riis Process tor Low­
Temperature Distillation. 

Lawton says there are t wo ways in which this can be done. 

Firat , ;rou can direct the O.S.R.D. to allocate tlO, OOO to 
the T.V.A. to f inance an inquicy end prellmiDary report to the Preeident 
on the feasibility of selected low-temperature processes or distillation 
and synthesis . 

By relating this allocati on to the President, we could avoid 
possible entanglements , technical explanationa end lose or secrecy 
involved in attempting to persuade o.s.a.D. personnel or the character 
ot the operation. lt this can be avoided, I. believe it preferable to 
the alternative. 

Second, ;rou could direct the Bureau or the Budget t o allocate 
t 10,000 ot ;rour Special 'FUnds direct to T.V .A. tor the purpose outlined 
above, Law~on felt that this method might have the disadvantage ot 
possible pu'Uicit;r since the o .s .R.D. already has ample :Unds available 
which could be allocated to T.V.A. at your direction. 

It is my conviction that the tewer individuals intormed or 
this inquiry the better tor all concerned, in view or the numerous 
corporate interests which might regard it as endangeri ng their economic 
status. This is p&rticularly the case because the actual period ot 
time required t o establish the value or the Riis Process will be short 
and the expense extremely moderate , which otters the possibility ot 
~ speed and secrecy in completing the pilot operation. 

On receipt or the T. V.A. report, you would be in a position 
to decide whether a larger operation would be feasible or desirable . 

j. , • c. 

\ 



"We. the P.opte•• 
"TM Wook lo Waolol<l9fon" 

illS £5 .. 

JOHN FR,A.NKUN CARTER 
(Jay F.oolllo) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
· WASHINGTON 4. 0. C. 

MI!MORANDtJ.! POR MISS TULLY: "M" PROrECT ~R'IS . 

Dear Miss Tully: 

Mot.opolit .. 4112 
Motropolitoo 411) 

April 6 , 1945. 

/If_ Herewith attached please find eirih• l.!emoran~cm the BOIIIIIan-Field 
;;..,.--

Committee on M1erat1on and Settl~nt (~ Project) , for the President's tiles . 



JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy mnlrool 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, 0. C. 

··w •. *"• peopa.·· t.leltopollt.n 41 12 
t.lelropollten 4113 

HTh• w .. k 1n w. thinQtoftU 

I 

Ma:roh 23 • 194!5. 

JlilmRANDlJ,! FOR HISS TULLY: POPULATI~ AND PKACB IN '!'1m !'ACll'IC ( ""!" PROJ'J!CT) 

Dear Mills Tully: 

Herewith attached• 1n t en parts . ~~~ Report No. R-119 tran the Bowman-Fie ld 

CcQtaittee on Migration and Settlement ( "W' PToject) • be1DP the text or an authori­

tative study ct "Population and Peace in the Pac1t1c", written by Professor 

Warren s . Thompson of llilllll1 Uil1vers1ty , Ohi o . This text baa been made available 

to ~ Project in advance of the regular publication of the work end the author 

himse1t' will be available , it' needed, tor a4huu) advlllory aervice s i n connection 

with the United Nations Conterawe at San Frawiaco. It -~~ our ballet' that , wi tb 

the subject or "trusteeship" t or colonial possessione on the a r enda ot' the Confer­
' 

ence. this authori tative study and its author might be ot' substantial value to the 

work of t he American delegation. 

• 
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"We, the Peo~ . .. 
"Tho WHl In Woihlnoton" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
!Joy Fronllln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

J.ll!.MORANDW FOR MIS3 TUU.Y : "lrl" PRO.Tm'l' RE?ORTS , 

Dettr Miss Tully: 

Moltopolll•• 4112 
lolotropollton 4113 

Jtarch 6 , 1945 . 

Here ttre ~0 ~.(emorama t~nd Reports t'ran the Bowman-Field C011111i ttea 

on t!ieration and Sattlement ("M" Project ) for the President •e tiles . 

- ~tf? . · 
uj ,y,c, 

~-
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"Wo, tho Pooplo" 
''Tho WHt In Wol!.lAglon" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy mo\lln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. ., 

I 

• 

lololtopoliton 4112 
lololtopolilon 4113 

Febr~ry 21 , 194~ • 

J.mMOJlANDIJ!.! FOR lUSS TULl..Y: RrPO:RTS FlHJ.! BOI'B!AlH'nn.D Cct.IMI'T''Dm ( "l4'" PROTECT) 

Deer lUes Tully: 

Here are five reports ~om t he Bowman-Fie ld ComMittee on Migration end 

Settlement ( "UW Project) for the President ' s filea . 

They i nclude a study on -settlment Poesibilitied in Argentine", which may 
be or particular interest now that Argentina is ~eooll8ideri!IS' its polio ~· toll8.rda 
the AXis, and a study or "Quaker Relief Work in tba Balkans after 1918" wbiob may 
also be of value to current plana for relief in the Ba.ll:an region. This report is , 

I understand, basad on ~teriul supplied by Drew Pearson, who was active in Quaker 
relief operations in Burope after t he l&st war. 



"We, 'the P~pl• .. 
"Tho WHI In Wotllln;tOft" 

,:ma;sz 

• 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Frool lln) 

1210 NAllONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

Motropollton 4112 
Mot.opollton 4113 

Jl'ebrua.ry 14 , 19~5 . 

MKMOIWI"DW FOR MISS TU1..LY: R.IPOR'l'S FROM BOI'MAN•FIKLD COMMITI'EE ("V" PROJECT) 

Deor Mise Tully: 

Wherewith a ttached, ple ase filld 16 reports t'r om the Bowm.an-Fie:\4 

Committee on Migration and Settlement (~ Project) , for the President's rile, 



··w •. the P.opr.•• 
''Tho Wook ln Woohlnglon" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy FtoniJlo) 

1210 NATIONI\l. PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4. 0. C. 

MolfopoUtoo 4112 
Molfopollton 411) 

:ranu.ary 19 • 1945. 

MEMORANDtJ,f FOR MISS TULLY: l;;P!X:V.L REPORI' ON KASTBRN POLAND ( "M" PROJECT) 

Dear Kiee 'l'ul1y: 

Hera is a epeoia1 report tram ~s Bowman-Field Committee on Kigration and 

Sstt1sent ("M" Project) , With aCOOJIIPIIIIying mapa, on the population md lalld-

saU111111ent problema ot the Pripet Marsl:as in :!astern PolaDd. 

Henry Field thought that t his report miaht be espeo ially uset'ul at this 

tima when theJ'e IIIIIY be •Bt• Thl'ee• di11011asiona ot' Polish !J'Onti ers in the Bast . 

The sum total ot the report 1a , briet'ly, ~t the Poles are detinitely in 

t he minority in thiB ragioiUI, beillg outxull!lbered by Jna and Ukrainians in the 

c i t ies and by Ulaoain1ana and Whits Russians i n the Tillap,ea . The t1fllr811 are 

ot 1939 and, it anything. the Poli~ proportion haa deCJ'eaaed in the intBJ"TeniQp 

th'e years. 

~-



"W•, the People'' 
"lho Wook In Wuhlngton" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
{Joy FronUin) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. , 
lofol!opoliton 4112 
Mol!opo{iton 4113 

Ml!MORANDaf FOR MISS TULLY: lm'ORTS FR<to! BOWMMF!'IELD 0~ ( "M'" PROJJro'r) 

Dear lafiee Tully: 

Herewith attached. please find -7-- reportl! t'rom the BOllllllln•Field 

Committee on Migration and Settlem.nt (~Project) tor the Prea1daut•a tiles. 

' I 



"We, th.e P.opt.•• 
"Tho WM~ lo Woolliogloo" 

' 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
!Joy Frolllllo) 

1210 NATIONAl PRESS BUilDING 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

M oltopolitoo 4112 
Mottopolltoo 4113 

srcaw - J'auary 3, 1945. 

Dear M1aa Tully: 

Herewith, pleeae t1Dd tael•e etud1ee prepared by the Bowam-Field Ocmnittee 

on M.t«raUon an4 Settl ... at ("M" Projeot) , t or t he Prea14ellt •a tilee. 
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"We, the P.ople" 
"Tho W..k r.. Woth!.lgton" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fron~lln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASlo!IN&TON 4, 0. C. 

I 

I 

Molfopolijoo 41 12 
Molfopolitoo 41 tl 

Deoember ~0 , 1944 . 

M!2>.'0RAND1H FOR MllL'>S TULLY:, lliPORI'S FRCI!! BOWMAN-FIELD Ca!MITTK! ( "J.~·· PROJECT) 

Dear Miss Tully: 

Herewith enclosed, please find 8 r eport e from the Bowman-Fiel~ Committee on 
Migration ~Settlement (WM- Project) for the ?resident ' s tiles . 

/ 2.J.L. U" .F.C . 

. • 
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JOHN FRf.NKLIN CARTER 
(Joy F'<o•UO.I 

1210 NATIONAL PlESS IUILOIN6 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

llllroRANDIIf FOR MISS TVLLY: RBPORI'S FR<JI BCMIAN-l"IBLD Oa.NITTD. 

uoaw a:zw • 

8ll4 Settl-nt ("M" PJooject) tor the Preddent •a t1lea. 

lolotn>pollta• 41 12 
lololn>polilo• 41 13 



"Wo, t~o Pooplo" 
''The w .. k in Woahington" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
!Joy Fronklln) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON .f, D. C. 

MJ0.10RANDlll! ?C'R l1ISS TULLY: ''M" P!lOJECT REPORTS . 

Deer Hiss Tully: 

Motropollton -411 2 
Motropollton 4113 

rotober 31, 1~4 . 

J-
Herewith attached, please find 6 Reports fran the Bowman-Field --=---

Committee on ~!ieration and Settlement ("M" ?reject) for the President 's files . 

T- ~-4 M - ,.,_g 
'tf 1 
'~-() 
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.. w •. the P.opte•• 
.. Tho WMlln Wooillnvtop•• 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Joy Fr .. ll!n) 

1210 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDIN6 
WASHINGTON 4. D. C. 

ll!MORAND~il FOR MISS TULL v: "M'" R!l>ORT • 

• 
Dear Milo s TuUy: 

Motropoliton 4112 
Motropolilon 4113 

()Otobar 3 • 1944 . 

Hera is Copy No. I ot No . L-39 , Studies or M1 rrat1on and Settlement ("M" 

Project) for the President ' s file . 

• • 
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Study Room 115 
Library of Congress Annex 

Washington , D, C. 

Miss Audrey Turner 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Turner: 

July 13 , 1944 

I vdsh to call to your attention the attached 

Errata and Corrigenda in connection with our "M" Series 

Reports . 

With all good wishes . 

Yours sincerely, 

Henry Field 

Attachment 



• 

• 

' ' I • 

May 15, 1944 

ERj1ATA AND CORRIGENDA 

1. R- 30 entitled: "VIhi te Settlement in Africa--II 

Ethiopia . 

(a) P . Z3, lines 12 and 15 shoUld read "of t he 

Galla- Sidamo . " 

(b) P . 4?, footnote 1 should read ''Mezzadria . " 

Z . R- 39 entitled: ''Internal Colonization in Sicily. 11 

(a) P. 31 , substitute for line 1, "The following 

Table s hows the distribution of cultivable 

land during the period 1919-1930. However , 

these 140, 000 hectares were distributed among 

341 estates, mainly those with more than 200 

hectares . The whole cultivated land distributed :" 

(b) P • . 29, change "Rabbau" to "Raubbau." 

3 . ·R- 38 entitled "Japanese Settlement in Hokkaido . " 

(a) P . 9 , line 12 chanbe to Asahibawa . 

(b) P . 1?, line lZ change to Hokkaido . 

(c) P. 1? line 19 change to Tokugav.a . 

(d) P . Z4 , line 6 chanee to :O~ilitiamen . 

I 

I I 
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