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August 12, 1957 \

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I was very much disappointed by your column last Saturday. I
had always thought of you as a fair-minded person who would
always insist on knowing all the facts before coming to a con-
clusion on the motives of men.

If I am "trying to fool the people', I have a large company with
me. Take, for example, Ben Cohen, who worked day and night

to try to produce a jury trial amendment because he knew that
without it the Bill could not be passed, and with the wrong amend-
ment the Bill would be ineffective. I am enclosing for you a Photo-
stat of a letter that he wrote to me giving his impressions of the
results,

Other men who worked on the Bill -- for no other reason than their
devotion to the cause of Civil Rights -- include Dean Acheson, Jim
Rowe, and Joe O'Mahoney. It is a heavy blow to all of us to have
you dismiss our work as mere fakery.

I am enclosing for you a copy of a speech that I made the night the
Senate approved the Bill, It expresses my honest convictions as to
what is in the measure. But I am not asking for approval or com-
mendation. I am only asking that you study the question with an
open mind, because the alternative is to join the Republicans in
killing the only significant step that has been taken in the field of
Civil Rights in 82 years.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Dal-Kill Cottage

Hyde Park
Dutchess County, New York




August 17, 1957

Dear Senator Johnson:

I am soPry that you are disappointed in
my suppert but you must reslize that I underssand
very well your extremely clever atrategy on the
Oivil Rights Bill, You may not have been "trying
to fool the people” but you ochose the one point’
on lh.‘l_.eh gord people might have some qualms and
you bullt on that and that is why you have a
gocdly company of people with you. .The end result,
however, 1s that the Bill with this amendment will
do very 1ittle eince the "qualified voter” -atill

.lns to qualify secording to the lawsof the atstes
and none of you have touched on that particular
point at any time. I have sald that it 1s better
to acoept this bill than to have nothing and even
the NAACP agrees on that but 1t would be fooling
the people to have them think that this was a
rs;i wital step towards giving all our people the
right to vote or any other oivil rights.

I doubt if the Republicans ever really
intended to do anything along this line but I

oan't say that I really believe the Democrats
have intended to do much sither, pnrtlmua-dxf
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those of you who come from SBouthern states or
borderline states as Texas 1s.

I admire your ability as a leader. You have
eergainly done a remarkable plece of work and I
know how persuasive you are but i1t 1s essier to
look at sotual resulte when ycu‘sn at a diluaoc
and are not really affected by what happens one
way or another, and that is what I have been doing.
I hope you pass the Bill snd I shall say that 1%
1s better because it will at lesst show the world
that we have moved a 1little but it will be a very
little towards that fundsmental right of every
oftizen - the right to vote.

Wow may I add that I have pointed out in a
ocolumn which will come out on Tuesday that I fully
expeot that as Senate Leader you will cooperate
with Senator Knowland and put back many of the
foreign aid ocuts, if not all. If the House Bill
were approved thers would be real harm done to the
UN programs and foreign ald all the way domn the
1ine would suffer. I have said in this column
that you and Benator Mansfield are too statesman-
1ike to ellow this to happen though it is & per-
feotly natural desire to want to show up the
Republicans in their leadership. You would not
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