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DRAFT 112 ' Rev.rite of pages 1 and 2 

ANNUAL iolESSAGE 

JanUilry ) , 19)7 

In addressing the Congress on the state of the Union , 

1 am thankful that I can tell you that our Nation has been kept 

at peace despite pr ovocations ~hich in other aays , because of 

t heir seriousne ss , could well have : , , g'/lwar . The peopl e of 

the Uni t ed ~ tat es and the Government of the United ~tates have 

sho .. n unparalleled capacity for restrai'1t an'~ a civili1ed apprOach 

to tne purposes of peac~ . At tne sa~e time , they have not shrunk 

frail) the reali7.ation that to llbancon rishts inherent in the sov_ 

erei~nty of 1)0 , 000 , 000 people may readily ~eaken or destroy our 

i nfluence for peace and result in threats to the national welfnre 

i tSelf • 

It is our trauitional policy to live at peace "it~ other 

nations . Kore than that , ~e have been ~~ong tne leaders in adv oa8~! 

ing the use of pac i fic 'Qethods of aiscuss i on and cancili:< t ion in 

i nternational differences . Vie nave str i ven for the reduction of 

arlll<:r.ments . 

But in spite of this aeter::aination for peace , it b-.s beco,lIe 

increasintly clear that acts I>.no:. polie-ies of nations in other parts 

of the wor l d buve fl a r -reaching effects not only upon their Im.meJiate 

neighbors but also upon us , 
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BRAFT #2 Rewr1.te of pages land 2 

In such a \\'orlu of high tension and d isorder, in a 

world ,,"here stable civili? .. tion is acta"lly tnreatened , it becomes 

the responsibility bJ: of each n;..tion I·.hicn strives for peace fo. 

/ "- Jv ,-II: ("",( /'0- ). 

itself and peace &on ell , to be~troni enou6h to ~ssure the 

of conflicts a.at which are ... ,heteful'e , t!le only ultimate basis for 

oraerly existence. 

Resolute in our deter '-llination to respect trle rights of 

other people , resolute in our c:eter.lIination to cO!llI;l.:J.nd respect 

for the rights of our o~n people, ~e must keep ourselves adeq~tely 

strJng in self-defense . 

The trend of the world is away froL:! the obserVance both 

of the letter an<l the spirit of treaties . \·.e propose to observe, 

as \\'e have in tha past , our own treaty obligations : but \\'e cannot 

be certain of reciprocit¥ on the purt of others . 
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