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RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 

HYDE PARK, N. Y. 

NOVEMBER 4, 1940 

Once aore I aa in the quiet of ~ hoae in Byde park 

on the eve ot ElectIon nay. I wIsh to speGk to you not 

ot partls~n politIcs but of the NatIon, the UnIted State. 

ot Aaerica, to whIch we all owe such deep and Inborn 

allegiance. 

Aa I sit here tonight with ~ own raa11y, I thInk or 

ell the other Aaerican rw.l1le. al11ions of r~lie. 

ell thr0Uib tbe 1&04 - - sIttIng in theIr own ho.es. Tbey 

b •• e •• ten ebeir lupper In peace, they wIll be able to 

sleep in theIr hO&8s tonight in peace. To.arrow they wIll 

bs tree to go out to live their ordinary lives in peace --

tree to aay and do what they wIsh. free to wor.hip aa they 

pl..... To.orrow ot all days they wIll be tree to ohoose 

th.ir own l.ader. who, when that choioe has b.en .ade, 

beeo .. In turn only the in9truaents to carry out the 

wIll of allot the people. 
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1-A 

And I cannot help but think ot the familles 1n other 

lands -- .11110ne of fa.tlle. -- living 1n ho •• s lIke our 

own, On soae of these hom.s, bombs of destruction ~y be 

dropping even 1109 I 5p.lok t o you . 

Across the ••• s 11fe has gone underground. I think 

I apuk the a1nds ot all of you when I say that we thank 

God that w. lIve 1n the sunlight .nd starlight of peac •• --

that we are not 1n war and that we propos •• nd upact to 

continua to I1ve our lives 1n peace -- under the peaceful 

l1Kht ot 8e&ven. 

\ , 
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IJ 1Dtere.t haa bean that of • candidate tor ottlca; • publIc 

olliclal; and • prl •• te cltlz.~. 

In ••• ry pol1ttcal c~p.l&n, the question on whlcb •• 

all t1.nalq pa.. jud,aent through the ballot box b a1~ly 

this. -WhOT dQ I think 1s the candidate baat qualified to 

act a. Pre.ident, or Go •• rnor, or SenMtor, or ~yor, Of 

Sup.rTI,or or County Co.a1 •• 1oner durlna the next r •• y.ar.?· 

It 1. that r1lht, the ri,ht to deteraine tor th .... l ••• 

who should ba their own offlcer. ot ,oYernaent, th~t proTide. 
"-

for the people the .oat po •• rlul sMr.~uard or the de.ocratlc 

the r1cht to turn th .. out ot ott1ce, at definite, flXed 

dates ot electlon, 1s the rllht which wl11 keep • fr •• 

paop1e alway. fr ••• 

Dictator. ha •• torgotten -- or perhaps they mayer 

kn •• -- the ba.!. upon wblcb da.ocratlc ,o.ern.lnt 1. 

toUDdedl that the opinion of all the people~ freely 

for-.4 &ad fr •• ly ezpr ••• e4, without f.ar or coercion, 

i. wi •• r than the opinion of any one ~ or ~ s.all 

,roup of _no 
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w. ba •• .ore fa1th in the collectl •• opinion ot all 

'·.rlo~ than In the individual opinion ot any one American. 

Your will 18 • part or the .;:reat dll at A .. rica. Your 

yale. 1 •• part or the cr •• t Yolee ot ... rica. .I.Dd ebaD YO\l. 

&ad I stand in 11na to~rro. tor our turn at the polll, .. 

ara yot1n& aqual •• 

In the past twenty yebra the nu.ber ot tho •• who 

_zerot •• the rl,ht to yot. In natIonal electIons ha, b.en 

al.oat doubl~. Thera 1. avary lndlcation th&t the nu.bar 

or yet •• caat ~rro. _Ill b. by tar the Ire.t.,t in our 

b18tory. 

That 1. the proof -- it prool be ne.ded -- ot the 

"it.lity ot our d_ocracy. 

But our obl1&atlon to our country do .. not aDd wIth 

the c •• tine ot our yct ••• 

a.ery one ot ua ha •• continuing r •• ponllbl11ty for 

the loYernaent whIch •• choo ••• 

De.:»eracy is Dot JUit • word, to be shouted. at polItical 

rallies and. than put back into the dictionary Arter election 

day. 
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The •• "."lce ot de.ocrll.cy IIIWIt be lIo.ethlnl ..,h .,ra 

thAD .. r. lip •• rylee. 

It 18 • l1Y1nl thine; -- • h"'nn th1n& - co.poW»1e4 or 

brains and .uscl •• a nd h.~t and aau!. De.ocracy 1 •••• ry 

Last Satur4&y nilht, 1 .a14 tha t traedoa ot .peach 1. 

at DO u.a to the .un who haa nothina to ... ,. -- tb.at Craedoa 

ot wor.hlp 18 ot DO WI. to the PIp who hal lo.t hh G04. 

ADd ton1&bt 1 .hould llke to &4d that • tr •• al&etlon 1. ot 

DO u.a to the nen who 1. too 1n41Crerent to Yote. 

!be 'slrlean people and the a_WI. ot da.ocrac1 owe • 

,r.at d •• 1 to the .'1'7 "01 people who h • ••• ork~ In an 

hODorable .'7 on •• ch 814a in tht. ca.palln. I know that 

attar to.orro. th',. wIll all oontinua to ooo,.r_t. in the 

•• r ... loa or 4a.ooracy. to think about It, to talK about It, 

and to work tor It. 

To.orro. you _U1 decl4. Cor your .. l ..... how the 

1.,l.1.t1 .... .ad .x.cutl .... branches ot the loY.r~nt ot 

701U' oOWltr7 ere to be rWl dur1nc the next four yeu. 

\ 
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After the ballots are counted, tbe real rulers or 

tbis country will bave had the1r s.y, as they bay. had it 

e •• ry two y.ar. or e.ery four year. durin& our whole national 

existence. 

Alt.r the ballot. are counted, the On1ted Stat.s of 

"-rica will still be "pittd. 

Discus.ion ..one us should bOd will continue, ror 

.e are fr.e cit1&ens of a rree nation. But there c&a be 

no ar,taents about the •• sential ract that 1n our de.ir. 

to r .... 1n at p.ace by defend1n& our de.ocrac:y, .e are one 

nation and on. peopl •• 

We people of Anerlca know that prn cannot liv. by 

bread alon •• 

I. lDlo. that we bay. a r ••• rvoir of rel1&1ous .tr.nath 

wblcb can wltbst&nd attack. tron abroad aad corruption 

IrOTI w1 thIn. 

I. p.o,l. ot Anerica will al •• ys ch.rish &ad pre.erve 

that .trenath. Ie wl1l alway. cIlni to our rell,ion. our 

d •• otlon to OOd -- to the fa1th wbich ,1y •• us contort 

and the .tr.natb to race evil. 
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On this electIon eve, .e ~ll h.ve In our heart. and 

.,ad •• prayer tor the 41,n1t)' and integrity and peace ot 

our cov.ntry • 

• 
thet I red to you an 014 pr.)'1Ir whIch uka tbe ,l11dance 

ot God tor our nation: 

'J.la1ghty Dod, who h.at ,1ven us this eo04 

land tor our harita,.; We humbly be ••• ch The. 

that .e _y al •• ys pro',.. oursel •• s a people 

a1ndtul ot Thy tnor and ,lad to do Thy dil. 

Ble.e our land wIth honourable luduatry, sound 

learning, 
...-

and pur aaMerlt. 

di.cord, and confu.lonj fro. prioe and errol_ncy, 

and tro •• very •• 11 .ay. Defend our 1IbertI •• , 

and t •• hlon into one united people the .ultltud •• 

bro8lht bither out or .tny kindred. and tonsue •• 

Endue wIth the apirit or ,,1540= tho •• to who. 

in ~ ...... entruat the authority ot lOyarn..nt, 

that there MY be JWltlce and p.ace lit ho .. , and. 

that, throU&h obedience to thy 1 •• , •• aay ,how 

eorth Thy prai ... .ona the nat10ns or the .arth. 
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In the t 1 •• or pro'parity , t l 11 our hear t . 

wIth thanktuln ••• , and in the day or trouble , 

suttar not our truDt in Thee t o ta ll ; Aaen- , 

..................... 

, 
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