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INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

JANUARY 20, 1941 

On eaeh national day of Inauguration since 1789. 

the people have renewed their sense of dedication to 

the United States. 

In Washington' s day the task of the people was 

to create and weld together a nation. 

In Lincoln's day the task of the people was to 

preserve that nation from disruption from within. 

In this day the task of the people is to saTe 

that nation and its institutions from disruption from 

without. 

To us there has come a time, in the midst of 

swift· happenings, to pause for a moment and take stock 

to recall what our place in history has been, and to 

rediscover what we are and what we may be. If we do 

not, we risk the real peril of inaction. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 
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Lives of nations are determined not by the 

oount of years. but by the lifetime of the human spirit. 

The life of Ii man is ·three-seore years and ten; a little 

more, a little less. The life of a nation is the 

fullness of 'the measure of its: will to live" 

There are men who doubt this. There are men 

who believe that d.emoeraey, as a form of govermnent and 

a frame of Ute, is limited or measured by a kind of 

-mystioal and artificial fatet that, for some unexplained 

reason. tyranny and slavery have Oecome the surging 

wave of the future -- and that freedom is an ebbing tide. 

But we Amerl.an5 know that this is not true. 

Eight years ago. When the life of this Republl~ 

seamed frozen by at 1'a.talistie tel'ror~ we proved that 

. this is nat tru.e. We were in the mi(!.st of shock -- bu.t 

we acted. We acted quickly. boldly. decisively. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION C
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TheliHi!l later yea1N5 have been Hving years 

fruitful years for the people of this democracy_ For 

they have brought to us greater security and, I hope. 

a better understanding that life·s ideals are to be 

measured in other than material t.hinge" 

Most vital to our present and our future is 

this experience of Iii democracy which successfully 

lOIurviTed crisis at hO!llej put away many evil things; 

built new structures on enduring linea; and, through 

it all. maintained the fact of its democracy. 

For action has been taken within the three-way 

framework: of the Constitution of the United States. 

The ooordinatli:l branohes of the goveI'.tUi1ent oontinue 

freely to function. The Bill of Rights remains 

inviola:te. The freedom ot' elections is wholly 

maintabed. Prophets of the (iownt'all of American 

democracy have seen their dire predictions come to 

naught .. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 
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D~ocraey is not dying. 

We knot it because we have seen it revive --

and grow. 

We know it canuot die -- beoause it is bul1~ 

on the unhampered initiative or individual men anti 

women joined together in a cQIJlIlion enterprise -- an 

enterprise undertaken and. carried through by the free 

expreiilsion of a free maJority_ 

We know it because democracy alone, of all 

fol"!ll3 of govel'lllll'ent. enli!!!ts the full torce of men's 

enlightened will. 

We know it beea:use democracy alone has 

constructed an unlimited civ1U.'Zation capable of 

infinite progress in the improvement of human 11te. 

We know it because, it we look below the 

surtace, we senS$ it still spl."6ading on every continent> 

for it is the mos.t h1J!l.U:1.Ile. the most advanoed~ and in 

the end the most unconquerable of' all forms of' htllnen 

society. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION C
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A rurtion, like a person, has a body -- a body 

that must be fed and clothed and housed. invigorated 

and rested. in a manner that measures up to the 

objectives of our time. 

A nation, like a person. has a mind -- a mind 

that must be kept informed and alert, that must know 

i tsalf, that ulld.erstands the hopes and the needs of 

its neighbOrs -- all the other nations that live 

within the narrowing circle of the world. 

And a nation, like a person, has something 

deeper, something more pemanent, something larger 

than the sum of all its parts. It is that something 

which metters most to its future -- which calls forth 

the most saored guarding of' ita present .. 

It is Iii thing for which we f'ind it dir1'1~ul'l> -­

even ~poaaible -- to hit upon a single simple word. 

nl::llr.:l"IAI ~eTII:II:n E::f"Il'l DI':II':<:.'J::I:H/t.Tlnt.1 
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And yet we. all understand what it is -- the 

spirit -- the faith of America. It is the product of 

centuries. It was il>Orn in the multitudes of those ¥l-ilo 

cruae from many lands -- some of high degree, but m.ostly 

plain people -- who s()'ught here. early and late, to 

:rind freedom liIIore fnely .. 

'fhe democratic aspiration is no m.ere recent 

phase in hUlllJin hi.torr. It.!!. human history. It 

permeated the andent life of early peoples. It blazed 

8.UErw in the middle ages. It was written in liI.al;l;Re Carta .. 

In the .Americas its impact has been irresistible. 

America has been the New World in all tongues, to all 

PIilQp.les. not because this oontinent was e. new-found 

land. but beoause all those who came here believed they 

could erea:te upon this oontinent a new ltt. -- a life 

that should be new in freedom. 
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Its. vitality was mitten into our own Mayflower 

Compact, into the Deolaration of Independenoe, into 

the Constitution of the United States, into the 

Gettysburg AddrelSlih 

Those who first came here to oarry out -the 

longings of their spirit, and the millions who followed, 

and the stock that sprang frail them -- all have moved 

rOl"W~lrd constantly and consistently toward an id'Sal 

which in itself has gained. stature and clarity with 

each gfitneration .. 

'fhe hopeI> of the Republio cannot forever 

tolere.te either undeServed poverty or self-serv1ng 

wealth. 

We know th€it we still have far to go; ~hat we 

must more greatly build the seourity and the opportunity 

and the ltn{))wledge 01' eTery citizen, in the measure 

just11'ied by the resources and the oapacity of the 

land. 

nRIr::It.JAI Il-I:TII:/I::f\ 1:(\1'1 J:>E::II::C1.l::J::H/Il.Tln". 
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But it is nQ~ enough to achieve these purposes 

a].,on64 It is not enough to clothe and :feed the body of 

thh nation, Md instruct and in1'o:r:m its mind. For 

there is also the spirit. And of the three, the 

greatest 1s the spirit. 

Without the body a.nd the mind, sa all men know. 

the nation eould not live. 

But if 'l;he spirit of Ameri(}1:\ were killed 1 even 

though the nat10n9 5 body and mind, constricted in an 

alleen world. lived on, the .America we know 1,vould hErve 

perished. 

~hat spirit -- that faith -- speaks to Us in 

our daily lives in ways often unnoticed, because they 

seem so obvious. It spel!.ks to U5 here in the Capital ot 

the nation. It speeks to us through the processes of 

governing in the sovereignties of forty-eight states. 

, 

ORin INA I RFTIAFn FnR PAF~FRVATlnN 
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It speaks to u. .. in our j)QuntIes, in ou!' citIes, in QUI' 

tQ'lmS f and in OlU' villages. It speaks to us from the 

other nations ot' the HemiepherEl. and from those across 

the s<1Ias -- the enslaved. 55 well as the :free. Sometimes 

we fail to hear or hee4 these Toioes of freedom because 

to us the privilege of ou!' freedom is such an old. old 

story. 

The dest1.ny of America was proolaimed in worda 

of prophecy s,oken by our first Pres1.dent in his first 

Inaugural in 1789 -- words a1l!w:st direoted, it would 

5eem. tQ this year £II' 1941: "The preservation of the 

sacred fire £If liberty and the destiny of the republican 

m.odel of goverll1llent are justly oonsidered •••••• deeply • 

• • '. • •• fInally. B'take4 on 'the experim.ent intru.s'ted to 

the hands of the American people". 

1"\0''-'',,,,1\, 0"' ... "'''''' .... "'''''C CCI::C"""'''" "T"II"UI 
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" 

If we lose that iil£l.J?!~~_~~e -- if we let it be 

---- ---.-._-----. 
smothered with doubt a~~r -- then we Shel~~~ 

~-----
~~ 

the destiny whieh Washington str~ so valiantly end so -,~ 

triumphantly to establish. The pre$ervat~f the 
----~~-

-~- .. 

spirit and faith of the nation dOes. and wiibl.furnish 

, '-,-.. ~ 

the~i~est JUstifioation for every sacrifioe that we 
i 

may :make in the oause of national defense. 

I\/the faoe of greEr!; perils never before 

enoountered, our strong purpose is to protect and to 
~~". 

perp6tuate -che Integrl ty of democracy. 

For this we muster the spirt t of Amerioa. and 

thE!! faith of Ameriea. 

We do not retreat. We are not oontent to stand 

still. As Americans. we go forward, in the service of 

our country. by the will ot God. 

*t********************* 
i, 

rll::ur::II\Ib.1 ~eTII:II:n en~ 1:I1':I!;<:.'!;Q\iI\Tlnt.1 
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FIRST DRA" 

I!AUGtn!i . ADDlES! 

JANUARY .20. 1941 

Alwan it 1s worth-wh1le 1nthe m1dst of swift happen­

ings to pause for a moment to take stock of our thoughts. If 

we do not we r1sk a pitfall or a wrong turn1ng. 

E1ght years ago a danger hung 'ver our landi we were 

1n the m1dst ot it; we knew its shook and its aotual immed1ate 

bearing upon our daily 11ves as 1ndiv1duals and as a nat10n. 

We sensed its oauses, and we were 1n agreement that qu10k 

aOt10n, unwonted aotion, bold aot10n, was not merely desirable 

but urgently requis1te. 

These e1ght years have been long years, orowded w1th 

new things. They have been fru1tful years for the people ot 

our land, tor they have brought to us a more marked seourity 

and, I dare to say, a better understanding ot 11te's 1deal 

than we had had 1n t1mes betore. 

Most vital to our present and our futUre stands out 

the p10ture ot a demooraoy whloh has oonquered a or1s1s at 

home; put away many ev1l d01ngs, bullt new struoturnon 

enduring 11nes, and at the same t1me has preserved the taot 

ot lts demooracy. For aotion has been taken w1thln the 

nRl~ll\lAl Rj:.T1Rj:.n I':'nR PRI':'<::I':'Q\/ATln", 
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FIRST DRAft 

INAUG~'ADDftESS 

JAWARI 20. 194. 

Always it 1& worth-while 1n the midst of snft happen­

ings to pause for a moment to take stock of our thoughts. If 

we do not we risk a pitfall or a wrong turning. 

Eight years aio a danger hung !Jver our land; we were 

in the midst of it; we knew its shook. and its aotual immed1ate 

bearing upon our dal1:\1' lives as individuals and as Il nation. 

We sensed 1ts oauses, and we were in agreement that quick 

aotion, unwonted act10n, bold aotion, was not merely desirable 

but urgently requisite. 

These eight years have been long years, orowded with 

new things. The:\1' have been fru1tful years for the people of 

our land, for they have brought to us a more marked secur1ty 

and, I dare to say, a better understanding of 11fe's 1deal 

than we had had 1n t1mes before. 

Most v1tal to our present and our future stands out 

the pioture of a demooraoy wh10h has conquered a cris1s at 

home; put away many evil dOings, bu1lt new struotures on 

enduring 11nes, and at the same time has preserved the faot 

of its democracy. For aotion has been taken with1n the 

l"IRIr.:IJ\JAI R~TIR~f"I ~l"IR I:IR~<1.~R\/ATll"IJ\J 
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FIRS,!, DRAFT 

IRAUGORIi ADDamS! 

JAWARY go. lQ41 

Always it 1s worth-while in the lII1o.lIt of swift happen-

111gS to pause for a moment to 1;ake stock of 'Our th'Oughts. If' 

WII do not we risk a pitfall or Ii wrong turning. 

Eight years ag'O Ii danger hung ~v.r 'Our land; we were 

1n the m1dst Qt iti we kn,w its shook and its aotual immediate 

bearing upon our 0.111.117 lives as individuals and as a nat1'On. 

We sensed its causes, and we were in agreement that quiok 

aotion, unwonted aotion, bold aot10n, was not merely des1rable 

but urgently requis1te. 

These eight years have been long years, orowded wIth 

new thIngs. ~el have been fruitful years f'Or the people ot 
, 

our land, for they havs brought to us Ii more marked seour1ty 

and, I dare to say. Ii better understanding of 11te l s 1deal 

than we had had in times bef'Ore. 

Most v1 tal t'O our present. and our future stands out 

the pioture ota demooracy wh1ch has oonquered a crisis at 

hOllle; put away many evil doings, built new stru01;urlUl on 

enduring l1nes, and at the same time has preserved the taot 

of 1ts democracy. For aot10n has been taken w1th1n the 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRFSFRVATION 
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FIRST· DllU'T -2-

r~q.worlt of the ConsUtu1i1on of the United States. The ooordinate 

branohes of our government give every evidenoe of oontinuing to 

funotion. The Bill of Rights remains inviolate; the freedom ot 

eleotions is wholly maintained; and the dire proPhets of the 

downfall of Amerioa have seen their evil predictions oome to 

naught. 

A nation has a soul. 

Like a person a nation has a body too -- a body that must 

be ted and clothed and housed and given the means of looomotion 

that fit our day. 

Like a person a nation has a mind -- a mind too that 

must fit our day in its relation to those minds of other nations 

which are so near to us now in the whole circle of the world. 

But it is the soul of a nation which matters the most 

to its future, which calls~orth ths lIIost sacred guarding in 
',"-

its present. 

Our soul 1s the produot of oenturies. It was born in 

the multitude of souls living in many lands, souls of some 

of high degree, but mostly souls of ... ry plain people who 

sought a thing called freedom -- who sought it under several 

forms of governing in other lands but came hither early and 

late to attain treedom more freely. 

nRIf::INl>.1 R~TIRl=n I={'\R PRI=<::I=RVl!TI{'\1\l 
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FIRST JfflAfi\ -2-

fBiKework of the Constitution of the United States. The 400rdinate 

branohes of our government glve every evidenoe of oontinulng to 

funotion. The Bill of Rights remains inviolate; the freedom of 

eleotions is wholly maintained; and the dire proPhets of the 

downfall of America have seen their evil prediotions oome to 

naught. 

A nation has a soul. , 

Like a person a nation has a bOdy too -- a body that must 

be ted and olo.thed and housed and given the means of looomotion 

that fit our day. 

Like a person a nation has a lIIind -- a mind too that 

must fit our day in its relation to those minds of other natlons 

whloh are so near to us now in the whole cirole of the world. 

But it is the soul of a nation whioh matters the most 

to its future, which oallssforth the 1II0St sacred guarding in . , 

its present. 

Our soul is the product of oenturies. It was born in 

the multitude of .oula living in lIIany lands, souls of sOllie 

of high degree, but mostly souls of ~.r7 plain people who 

sought a thing oalled freedom -- who sought it under several 

forms of governing in other lands but callie hlther early .and 

late to attain freedom more freely. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRF!=:FRVAT10N 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: T

hi
rd

 In
au

gu
ra

l A
dd

re
ss

, J
an

ua
ry

 2
0,

 1
94

1



FIRS'1 DRAi'! -2-

~.work of the Constitution of the United States. The ooordinate 

branohes of our government give every evidenoe ot continuing to 

funotion. The Bill of Blebts remains inviolate; the freedom of 

eleotions is whollY maintained; !lnd the dire proPhets of the 

do~~tall of Amerioa have seen their evil prediotions come to 

naught. 

A nation has 8. soul. 

Like a person iii. nation has iii. body too -- iii. body that must 

be fed and clothed and housed and given the means of looomotion 

that tit our da;r. 

Like iii. person iii. nation has a mind -- a mind too that 

must fit our day in its relation to thost\! minds of other nations 

whioh are so neal" to us noy in the whole ¢irole of the world. 

But it is the soul of iii. nation which matters the most 

to its future, whioh oallutorth the 1II0st a.cred guarding in 

its present. 

Our soul 1s the produot of oenturies. It was born in 

the mQltitude ot souls living in many lands, souls of some 

of high degree, but mostly souls of •• rr plain people who 

sought a thing called fr._dom -~ Who sought it under several 

forms of governing in other lands but oame hither earl;r and 

late to attai.n freedom more freely. 

nRIr::II\Jl'11 I:tI:TIRs:n I:nA DAS:C::S:A\II-.Tlnkl 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: T

hi
rd

 In
au

gu
ra

l A
dd

re
ss

, J
an

ua
ry

 2
0,

 1
94

1



1 
r,!' 

'0, 

FIRST ,:ORA" -:5-

In the three oenturies and more sinoe those who oame 

here to oarry out oertain longings of the spirit, they, and 

the mlllions Who followed and the stook that sprang from them, 

have won forward oonstantly and oonsistently toward an ideal 

whioh in itself has moved onward with eaoh generation. 

In body. th1s improving oivi11zat10n of ours is oared 

for in its'oomforts and in its health to a degree far beyond 

, the knowledge and, therefore, the fdeals ot the early days. 

It still has far to go, both in the attainment of a wider 

seour1ty and also in the progrese that soienoe tells us is 

st111 an undisolosed probability of the future. The m1nd of 

our people has gained in equal measure. 

One pride of Amerioa is in the universality of its 

eduoation, the wide d1ssemination of information, its t~st 

for faot., its oraving to searoh the unknown, and. the soope 

of its opportunity. 

Too many of us, I feart are prone to think of the 

land of today in terms of the body and terms ot the mind. 

That means that too many of us seek a future for the nation 

that lies in the oontinued progress of the health and the 

seourity and the learning ot the individual and of the 

individual's family and friends -- the physioal and the 

ORIGINAl RFTIRFI) FOR PRF~FRVATlnN 
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In the three centuries and more since those Who came 

here to carry out certain longings of the spirit. they. and 

the millions who followed and the stock that sprang from them, 

have won forward constantly and oonsistently toward an ideal 

which in itself has moved onward w1th each generation. 

In body. this improving civilizat10n of ours is cared 

tor in its oomforts and 1n 1ts health to a degree tar beyond 

the knowledge and. therefore, the&deals of the early days. 

It still has tar to go, both 1n the attainment of a w1der 

seourity and also in the progress that science tells us 1s 

, 

still an und1sclosed probability of the future. The mind of 

our people has gained in equal measure. 

One pride of America is in the universality ot its 

educat1on, the w1de dissemination of 1nformat1on, 1ts thtrst 

for facts, its craving to searoh the unknown, and the scope 

of its opportunity. 

Too many of us, I feari are prone to th1nk of the 

land of today in terms of the body and terms of the m1nd. 

That means that too many of us seek a future for the nation 

that lies in the continued progress of the health and the 

seour1ty and the learn1ng of the 1ndividual and of the 

individual's family and fr1ends -- the physical and the 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRF~FRVATION 
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In the thr.ee oenturhs and more· since those who oallle 

here to carry out oerta1n longings of the sp1r1t, they. and 

the 1II11110ns who i'ollowe·d and the stook that sprang from them, 

have won .forward constantly and cons1stently toward an 1deal 

whioh in 1tl'lell has moved onward with eaoh generat1on. 

In body, this improving civilization ot ours is oared 

for in its oomforts and 1n its health to a degree far beyond 

the knowledge and, therefore, the lId.ale of the early days. 

It st111 bas far to go, both 1n the attainment of a wider 

seourity and also in the progress that soienoe tells us 1s 

st111 an und1so10sed probabi11ty of the future. The m1nd of 

our people has ga1ned in equal measure. 

One pride of America 1s 1n the universality of 1ts 

eduoat1on, the wide d1eselll1nation of information, its thtrst 

for fact., its craving to search the unknown, and the scope 

of its opportunity. 

Too many of us, I fear. are prone to think of the 

land of today in terms of the body and terms of the m1nd. 

That means that too many of us seek a future for the nation 

that lies in the continued progress of the health and the 

seourity and the learning of the indiv1dual and ot the 

individual's family and friends -- the physical and the 
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menllal oomt!')rts It is the 1nstantaneous 1nst1nct 

of the earliest orders ot human beings to seek shelter 

against impend,1ng attack. We with higher culture eannot 

be cr1tiolud 11' WEI seek to take or make weapons to proteet 

our m1nds andbodles against threatened danger. 

That is III natural motlve. In the light of what we 

read tram day to day and week to week, it 1s a proper mot1ve 

for all we do. 

But ln lIhs hearts of Amerlca there lies for most of 

us another motive -- a higher, nobler motive perhaps. 

It is the mot1ve that urges us to proteot the soul 

ot AmeriCa as well. 

It 1s no new thing -- this soul -- it was here full.-

fledged in the oonquering of the wilderness. It grew to 

manhood with the growth of the democratic ideal. It has· 

been mature among us for a century and a half. 

It speaks to U$ in our daily lives in ways whio~ 

\< ' .\\ 
\i\ 
,\,' 

"II' 

l.: : 
, ~'\ 

. \'\ 
are often forgotten because they seem so assured; it spe~s.: \\k 
to us here in the Oapital of the nation; it speaks to us ;1

1

/ f\ 
'~\. '1\ .. , \ ' 

through the processes of governing in the sovereignties ;\ .. ;'; .. ~' .: .. 
. \\\ \'.. 
, l\ \. I' I'~ i 

of forty-eight States; 1t speaks to us in our counties, il'{\I,.\ \, 

our citie$, in our villages and in our towns. Somet1mes 

ORIGINAL RETIRFD FOR PRFSFRVAT10N 
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mental cOlllforts of "ft., 
,_c,.··--,;._ 

It i8 the instantaneous 1nstinct -
of the earliest orders of hUIIIl!l.lI beings to seek shelter 

against lmpend~ng attaok. We with hlgaer eulture cannot 

be criticlzed it we seek to take or make weapons to protect 

our mlnds and bodles aga1nst threatened danger. 

That ls a natural motlve. In the light of what we 

read from day to day and week to week, lt 1s a proper 1II0tlve 

tor all we do. 

But 1n the hearts at Amer1ca there 11es tor most of 

us anoth.er lIIot1ve -- a higher, nobler motive perhaps. 

It is the motive that uPges us to protect the soul 

of America as well. 

It ls no new ~1ng -- thls soul -- it was here tull-

tledged in the conquering of the wilderness. It grew to 

manhood with the growth 01' the democratl0 ldeal. It has 

been mature among us for a century and a halt. 

It speaks to us 1n our da1ly lives in ways which 

are often forgotten beoause they seem so assured; 1t speaks 

to us here in the 011p111111 01' the nation; it speaks to us 

through the prooeuee 01' governing 1n the sovereignties 

ot forty-elght States; it speaks to us 1n our oounties, ln 

our c1tles, 1n our villages and ln our towns. Somet1mes 

f"IRlnlNlll RI=TIRl"rl s:nR PRS:C::S:R\l6.Tlnl\J 
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.,,-;:.'~. 
"mental comforts Qf ),UMt 

:;("2~::'~,·,;r* 
It 1s the instantaneous lnitinct 

of the eul1est ordfu,'s of human beings to.eel!: shelter 

aga1nst impending attack. We with higher culture oannot 

be or1t101&ed if we seek to take or make weapons to protect 

our minds and bodles against threatened danger. 

That 1$ 8. natural Motive. In the light of whd we 

read from day to da1 and week to week, it i8 a proper motive 

tor all we d.o. 

But in the hearts of ~erioa there lies tor Moat of 

us another motive -- Ii h1gher, nobler motive perhaps. 

It 18 the motive that urges us to protect the soul 

of ~erica as well. 

It 1111 no new thing -- th1s soul -- it Wl!I.8 here tull-

fledged in the oonquering of the Wilderness. It grew to 

manhood with the growth of the democrat10 ideal. It has 

been mature among us for Ii oentury and a half. 

It speak.& to us 1n our dal1y l1ves 1n ways which 

are often forgotten because they seeM so assured; it speaks 

to us h81"e in the Gapital ot the nat1on; it speaks to us 

through the prooesses ot governing in the sovere1gnt1es 

of forty-e1ght States; 1t speaks to us in our oounties, in 

our oit1es, 1n our villages and 1n our towns. Sometimes 

1"1011':::, ..... ", 01:,'0<::"" cAe OOI:C'I:O\,,,,,I"I .. , 
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we do no~ hear 1t -- th1s voioe of freedom -- because 1ts 

voioe i$ an aooepted and unquesUoned pr1.vl1ege. 

The America we bow oould not live on 1f its m1nd 

and 1ts body were impr1soned or o1roumsoribed or wounded or 

kille.d. 

But it i8 likewise the truth that 1t th.e m1nd and 

the body 11ved, and the very soul of Amerioa were out off, 

Amerioa would not 11ve. That is why in days of clear danger 

it is the part at right and of righteousness that in our 

defense we plaoe the maintenanoe of the soul f1rst and 

always f1rst; for if we keep wholly safe. the frame of our 

demooraoy. the 1deals ot our an01ent freedom. and all the 

other th1ngs that go with 1t w1ll 8Ull be ours. 

Into this splend1d evolution ot our tree institutions, 

1nto the 14rg suooess of a people's government. fits the 

undying belief in D1vine Guidanoe. This is the reason that 

in the taoe of perils we have never visaged betore. we plaoe 

tirst the motive of proteot1ng the everlast1ng treedom ot 

the institutions we have learned to oall ~government". and 

oall for the help of God for the soul ot Amerioa. 

********************** 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 
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we do not hear it -- this voioe of freedom -- because its 

voioe 18 an accepted and unquest10ned privUege. 

!he America we lnow CQuld not live on 1t 1ts mind 

and 1ts body were 1mprlsoned or ciroulI/soribed or todOunded or 

killed. 

But it 18 likewise the truth that if the mind and 

the body 11ved, and the very soul of Amerioa were out off, 

Amer10a would not live. That is why in days of olear danger 

it is the part of right and of righteousness that in our 

defense we place the maintenanoe at the soul first and 

always first; for if we keep wholly sate, the frame of our 

demooraoy, the ideals of our anoient frudom, and all the 

other things that go w1th 1t w~ll still be ours. 

Into this splendid evolution of our free inst1tut10ns. 

into the l~g sucoess of a people's government, f1tllthe 

undying belief in Divine Guidance. This ill the reason that 

in the fao$ of perils we have never visaged before, we plaoe 

first the motive of protecting the everlast1ng freedom ot 

the institutions we have learned to call " government ft, and 

call for the help of God for the soul of America. 

********************** 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 
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" we do not hear it -- this volclt of freedom -- because its ., 

voice is an aocepted and unquestioned privilege. 

The AlIIeriea we bow could not Uve on 11' its mind 

and its body were imprisoned or circumscribed or wounded or 

killed. 

But it is likewise the truth that if the mind and 

the body U.ved, and the very soul of America were cut off., 

AIIIerica would not 11 Viii. That is why in days of olear danger 

it is the p~t of right a.nd of rightsousneu that in our 

defense we place the maintenance ot the soul first and 

always first; for if we keep wholly safe, the frame of our 

democracy, the ideals of our ancient freedom, and all the 

other things that go w11ih it will. still be ours. 

Into this splendid evolution of our free institutions, 

J 
into the lilfpg l!Iuccess of a people's government, fits the 

undying beliet in Divine Guidance. This is the reason that 

in the faoe of perils we have never visaged before, we place 

first the motive of proteoting the ev'erlasting freedom ot 

the institutions we have learned to oall Ugovernment", and 

call for the help of God for the soul of Amerioa. 

********************** 
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tind he:re; or would llIIlke here, a new life -- a fuller life. 

Th~ee oentur1es of history have Justified and fortified 

th1fl belief. We now know that a new Ute, a free Ufe for 

tree men such as never Jet existed in the world, oan be 

oreated on this oontinent. We stl11 believe that the Hew 

World 1s Amerioa, and Amerioa is building here in this plaoe 

a new l1te. ~.er and liIQre ~enerous than any lite that men 

have lived before us. 

Eight years ago a danger hung over our land -- a 

danger which oonoerned material things. As I stood here 

then, we Were in the midst of 1t. W. knew lts Shook and 

its threat to our daily lives as individuals and to our 

existenoe as a nation. We sensed lts oaUses. we knew 

that quiok aotion, unwonted aotion, bold aotion had to be 

the order of the day. 

These last eight years have been long years, orowded 

with new things. They have been fruitful 7.ars tor the 

people of our land; they have brought us a greater measure 

of seour1tYi and a better understanding that 11te's ideals 

are not to be measured only in wholly material things. 

n.:lIt::IMlll I'I"I:TII':u:::n I':r.~ I:>QI':~!;~\lhTln"l 
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Most vital to our pres~nt and our futur~ is thls 

pioture of' a demooX'ao;r whleh oonquel'ed this almost ovel'­

whelmlng orls1s at home; put aW87 man,- evll doings; bul1t 

u.sw struotures on sndurlag U,nea; and at the same time 

prsserved the taot and the essenoe of lts democrac7. For 

actlon has been taken withln the tramework of the Oonstitution 

of the Unlted'States. The ooordinate branohes of our 

government oontinue to functlon as a three horse team. The 

Bill of Rights remains inviolate. The freedom of elections 

is .hollr lII&intdned. ~e"d1re prophets of the downfall 

of AIll.dea and democrac,- have seen thelr evil predlctions 

come to nalilpt. 

Democl'Ilc7 has been .proven to be the 110st poweltul 

of lIIan t III creatiollll. Its IIItrelftgth Uu not 1ft materlal 

reaOuroe. alone. It l1es rather ln the unhampered 

lulUaUYe of individual men and W()meft jolnea. toptiher 1n 

a oommon enterprise, a common will. That kind of lnltl~tlve 

and that kll\d ot will have construoted a elvllhation 

oa~abl. oflntlnlte prosree. 1ft the improvement of man's 

lot; And it 15 beoaua.. of all the forms of !overnment. 

d •• ooraoT and 4eaoOra87 alone enlists the full force of 

nRJr:;;INAI RI=TIRFn I=OR PRI=<:::'I=R\lIJ.Tli'lN 
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free manls enlightened will rather than the b~te strength 

ot elaves that government so oonceiveQ oannot perish. 

Like a person a nation has a bod;y -- a body that 

must be ted and clothed and housed and given the llIeans of 

locomotlon that flt our daT. 

Like a person a nation has a mind -- a mlnd too that 

must fit our da)' in its relation to thou minds ot other 

naUolU whioh are so near to 1,18 ~ ln tihe whole oirole of 

the world. 

Like aperson Ii nation has a soul. It is the soul 

ot Ii nation whioh matters the most to its future, wh10h 

oalls tor the most saored guarding in the present. 

Our soul is the produot ot oenturlu. It was born 

in the mult1tude of soule living in many lands, souls of 

some of hlgh blrth, but mostly souls of very plain and 

common people who sought $ th1ng called freedol'll. -- who had 

sougbt lt ln valn under other~to~s of governlng in other 

lands. 

In the three oentiur1ee and more wh1ch have followed. 

those who eame here to earr;y out the longings of thelr 

spirlt, and the mililons who followed, and the stock that 

sprang 1'1'01'11. them -- all have moved forward oOl'l.stant11 and 

nlllr:::."ll'> I QI:Tl~J:;n i::nc DCCCI:C\/hT,n", 
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oons1stently toward an ideal which in itself has become higher 

and clearer with eaoh generation. 

Today the body of this nation -- in this improving 

, 
civll.1:r.ation of ours -- is being oared fen:.' in its oomforts 

and in lts health to a degree far be70nd the knowledge or 

dreams of the early days. We still have tar to gp. 

We have st111 to overcOme some of the lag ~n1eh the 

preoedlng generation permitted in meeting the $1.)01.11.1 and 

economic needs of the twentieth century. For we know how 

IIItlch thf!l survival of demoorMY depende upon lts ability to 

provide opPQrtunlty and seourltl commensurate ~th our 

retouroee and oapacities. Democracy cannot forever tolEl:,ate 

wealth without ~ervic8, or poverty without fault. We eon-

tlnue to seek the attainment of' a wider security and. the 

progress in the standard of living that !!Iolenoe tells us 

is still a probabi11t1 of the future. 

the mind of our natlon and of our people has gained 

in equal measure. 

One pride of ~merioa is in the universality ot its 

education, the wide and unrestrloted dissemination of 

information, ih tbtrst for facts, Us oraving to search 

the unknown and to extend the frontiers of scienoe; and 

,..."",,-, ... , ~ I "''' ..... ,Dr: .... ,.., ...... n "',., .......... " A ... ' .... A' 
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the seope of its opportunity for the free play and lnter­

change of ideas. 

'too IUny of \U!!, I tear, are prone to think. of our 

ll:Uld of today, in hl'll1lS only of the bod;y 1:Uld. of the mind. 

'too JnI:Ul1 01' us seek atuture for the nation that 11es only 

ln the oontinued progress of the $.ecur1ty and health and 

leal:'nlng of the 1nd1 vidual. -- the physlOal and the mental 

oomforts 01' 11fe. 

!h1s 1$ but natural. It vas the in&tantaneous 

instinot of the earliest human bdngs to seeli: shelter against 

impending :Ph:rs1oQl attaok. In the sa.me Yay, we vith the 

h1gher culture of today, seek weapons to proteot our minds 

pd bod1$s against thl:'eatened danger. 

In the light of what we read from day to day and 

veek to week, that searoh for survival aod protection 1. 

a proper motive tor all we do. 

But in the hearts of America there 11es tor most 

of us another mot1ve -- a higher, nobler motive. 

It 1e the motive that urges us to proteot the soul 

of America as well. 

nRlnlJ\Jt,.1 RI!Tll:H:n E:nA Dor::c:t:O\JI\TIr.", 
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It is no new thing -- th1e soul ot Amerioa. It 

was born here in the conquering of the wilderness. It 

grew to manhood w1th the growth of the d.mocratio ideal. 

It has been mature among us for a century and. a half. 

It speaks to us in our daUy lives in W8.11! which 

are often unnotioed because they seem so assured. It speak. 

to us here in the Capital of the nation. It speake to us 

through the processes of govern1ng 1n the eovere1gn't108 . 

Qf forty-e1ght States. It speaks to us in our oounties, in 

our oit1es, 1n our v1llages and in our towns. Somet1me. 

nCIr-It.II\1 o.l:Tlcl:n r:no CDCCO.''''",'' ... , ....... , 
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INAUGURAL ADDR$ss 

JANUARY 20. 1941 

There come times in the life of every nation when 

in the lllidst of swift happenings it must pause for a moment 

to take stook -- to recall to mind what its place in history 

has been and remembering What it has been, redisoover what 

it ill today. If We do !lot, we rillk a pitfall or a wrong 

turning. Ours ill suoh a time. 

The lives of nations are determined, not as the 

lives ot men are by a count of years, but by the measure of 

the human spirit. The life of a man is three score years 

and ten: iii. iittle more, a little less. The lite ot a nation 

is the lifetime of itll will to live. Of all living and 

continuing things, only a nation lives and oontinues, not 

by natural law or by some arbitrary term of years, but by 

the strong endurance of its inward purpose. 

'or three hundred years the word, Amerioa, has meant 

in every tongue, to every people, the Hew World. It has 

meant this not beoause this continent was new17 found but 

for a different reason: because &11 those who came here, 

men and women out of man1 places, believed that the7 would 
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SEOOND .DRAF'l' .. -2-

find here; or would make here. a new lite -- a fuller lite. 

Three oenturies of history have Justified and fortified 

this belief. We now know that a new life, a tree life tor 

free men sueh as never yet existed in the world, Oan be 

oreated on this oontinent. We still believe that the New 

World is Amerioa. and Amerioa is building here in this plaoe 

a new life, ~~er and more generous than any lite that men 

have lived before us. 

Eight years ago a danger hung over our land -- a 

danger whieh conoerned material things. As I stood here 

then, we were in the midst of it. We knew its shook and 

1ts threat to our da11y lives as 1nd1viduals and to our 

existence as a nation. We sensed its oauses. We knew 

that qui ok aotion, unwonted aotion, bold aotion had to be 

the order of the day. ~ ' .... .{ 

These last eight years have been long years, orowded. 

with new things. They have been fruitful 'tars for the 

people ot our land; they have brougnt us a greater measure 

ot seourity; and a better understanding that life's ideals 

are not to be measured only in wholly material things. 

rU:I["::11\11I1 IJ-CTICCf"'> <:r"\c CDr::~["H/""""'" 
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Most vital to our present and our future is th1s 

p10ture of a demoaracy wh10h conquered th1s almost over­

whelming cr1sis at home; put away many ev11 doings; built 

new struotures on enduring lines; and at the same t1me 

preserved the tact and the essence of 1ts democracy. For 

act10n has been taken within the framework of the Oonst1tut1on 

of the United States. The coord1nate branches of our 

government continue to funotion as a three horse team. The 

B111 of Rights remains inv101ate. The freedom of eleot10ns 

is wholly maintained. The dire prophets of the downtall 

ot Amerioa and democraoy have seen the1r evil pred1otions 

oOlle to naught. 

Demooraoy has been proven to be the most powefful 

ot man's oreat1ons. Its strength 11es not 1n mater1al 

resource, alone. Xt 11es rather ln the unhampered 

in1tiatlve of individual men and women Jo1nea together in 

a common enterpr1se, a OOmlllon Will. That klnd of 1nitiat1ve 

and that Undo ot Will have oonstruoted a o1vilization 

capable ot infin1te prosres$ in the 1mprovement of man's 

lot. And 1t is beoause. of all the forme of government, 

demooraOT and demeloraoy alone en11sts the tull toroe of 

ORIGINAL RETIRFD FOR PRFRFRVATION 
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free manls enlightened will rather than the brute strength 

ot slaves that government so oonoeived cannot perish. 

Like a persOn a nation has a body -- a body that 

must be fed and clothed and housed and given the means of 

locomotion that fit our day. 

Like a person a nation has a mind -- a mind too that 

mustf1t our day in its relation to those minds of other 

nations whioh are so near to us now in the whole cirole of 

the world. 

Like aperson a nation has a soul. It is the soul 

ot a nation whioh matters the most to its tuture, which 

oalls for the most sacred guarding in the present. 

Our soul is the produot of oenturies. It was born 

in the multitude of souls living in many lande, souls of 

some ot high birth, but mostly souls of very plain and 

common people who sought a thing called freedom -- who had 

sougat it in vain under other~orms of governing in other • 
lands. 

In the three oenturies and more wnieh have tollowed,' 

those who oame here to carry out the longings ot their 

spirit, and the millions wno tollowed, and the stook that 

sprang from them -- all have movlid forward oonstantly and 

nCI"""~'l\r I:>I::...-'e" ..... ",.--n n ..... "' ..... "A...-' ...... u 
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consistently toward an ideal which in 1tself has become higher 

and olearer With eaoh leneration. 

Today the body of this nation -- in this improving 

civilization ot ours -- is being oared for in its oomforts 

and in its health to a degree tar beyond the knowledge or 

dreams ot the early days. We still have far to ~. 

We have still to OVeroome some ot the lag whioh the 

preoeding generation permitted in meeting the sooial and 

economio needs of the twentieth oentury. For we know how 

mu.oh the survival of delllo(u-aoy depends upon its abi11ty to 

provide opportunity and security oommensurate i~th our 

ruol;lrc)tls and c9,paoitil. Democraoy oannot torever tolerate 

wealth without service. or poverty W1 thou'll fau,lt. We oon­

tinue to a,ek the attainment of 9. wider I.Il':lourity and. the 

progress in the standard of living that soience tells us 

1s st111 a probability of the future. 

The mind of our nation and ot our people has ge.1ned 

in equal measure. 

One pride of ~merioa is 1n the universality ot its 

eduoat10n, the wide and unrestricted d1ueminat10n ot 

informat10n. its th~~st tor faots, its oraving to search 

the unknown and to extend the front1ers of s01enoe; end 

ORI(':;INAI RI=TIRl=n I=OR PRI=<::'1=R\llI.TIt"\N 
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the scope ot its opportunity tor the tree play and inter­

ohange of ideas. 

~oo many of us, I tear. are prone to think of our 

land of today, in terms only of the body and of the mind. 

Too many of us seek a future for the nation that lies only 

in the continued progress of the seourity and health and 

learning of the indiVidual --,the physioal and the mental 

oomforts of life. 

This is but natural. It vas the instantaneous 

instinct of the earliest human beings to seek shelter against 

impending physical attaok. In the same vay. we with the 

higher oulture of today, seek weapons to protect our minds 

and bodies against threatened danger. 

In the light of what we read from day to day and 

week to week, that search for survival and protection is 

a proper motive for all we dO. 

But in the hearts of America there lies for most 

of us another motive -~ a higher, nobler motive. 

It is the mothe that urges us to proteot the lIoul 

ot Amerloa as well. 

f"'IRIr.:IMIJ.I RI=TIQl:rl t::nR PJ:lt::c::::t::R\ll\Tlf"'I"l 
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It is no new thing -- this soul of Amer1oa. It 

was born here in the oonquering ot the wilderness. It 

grew to manhood with the growth of the democratic ideal. 

It has been mature among us for a century and a half. 

It speaks to us in our daily lives in ways whioh 

are often unnoticed because they seem so assured. It speaks 

to us here in the Oapital of the nation. It speaks to us 

through the processes of governing in the sovereignties 

of forty-eight States. It speaks to us in our oounties, in 

our oities, in our villages and in our towns. Sometimes 

f'l1)1r::.".". OI:::TIOCn 1:1"\0 !:IeCC-CD\/ATln ... 
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SIXTH DMi'f 

I!iaUGURAL ADDRESS 

J M'TJARY 20 I 1941 

On each national day of Insu$uration since 1789. 

the people have renewed their sense of dedication to 

the United States. 

In Washlngton 'sday the task ot the people was to 

oreate and¥l'eld together a nation. 

In Lln(lo~nfB day the task of the people was to 
i 

preserve that nation from disruption trom within. 

In this day tJlE~ task of the people is to saTe 

that nation,and its institutions t'rom disruption 

from w1 thou'll •.. 

To ue there has come a time. in the midst of 

swift happenings, to pause for a moment and take 

stock -- to reoall. ·what our place in history has 

been, and to r$4iscover what we are and what we may 

be. If we do not; we risk the real peril of inaction. 

Lives of nations are dete'!'mined not by the oount 

ot years, but by the lifetime of the h\.ll1lan spirit. 

The lite of a ~n is three-score years and ten: a 

little more. a little le8S. The life of a nation 1s 

nRI(':;INt:.1 RI"TIRl=n I={)R PRI"C!I!:I'I\/lI.TLr"'IM 
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SIXTH DRAF'1' -2 ... 

tne fullness of the measure of its will to live. 

There are Illen who d-oubt this. There are men who 

believe that demooracy. as a fo~ of government and a 

frame of life, is limited or me<lsured by a kind of 

mystieal and artificial fate; that, for aome unexplained 

reason, tyranny and slavery have become the surging 

wave of the future -- and that freedom is an ebbing 

tide .. 

But we Americans know that this is not true. 

Eight years ago. When the life of this Republio 

seemed frozen by a fatalistic terror, we proved that 

this is not true. 'l'ie were in the midst of shock --

but we aoted. We acted quiokly, boldly, decisiVely. 

These later years have been living years --

fruitful years for .the people of this demoorMY. For 

they have brought to us greater security and, I hope, 

Ii better understandtng that Life's ideals are to be 

measured tn other than material things. 

MOat vital to our present and our future is thts 

experience of a demooracy which sucoessfully survived 

crisis at home; put away many evil things; built new 

atruetur$S on enduring lines; and, through it all, 

nRIr::III.lAI RI:TII::I1:::n 1;('\1'1 gl'1l':<;.'I:C\/I\Tlnt.. 
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SIX'rH DIlAF'l' ... :; .. 
l!lainta1ned th$ tact of i 1>8 dllllttooraey. 

For aotion has been taken within the three-way 

framework of the Oonstitution ot the United States. 

The ooordinate branohes ot the government oontinue 

freely to funotion, The Bill of Rights remains-in-

v101.8.te. The freedom of elections is wholly maintained. 

Prophets of the do~~all of Amerioa.n demooracy have 

seen their dire prediotions COme to naught. 

Democraoy is not dying. 

We know it beoause we have seen it revive -- and 

gl'Qw~ 

We know it oannot die -- because it is built on 

the Ullhampered initiative of :i.ndividual men and women 

joined together in a oommon enterprise -- an enterprise 

undertaken and carried through by the free expression 

of a tree maJorUy. 

We know it because demooracy alone. of all forms 
~~ ;"'. -..... , ';. t,o- (:'~' 

of g9ver=eI11, enlists the full force of men t s 

enlightened will. 

We know it because demooraey alone has oonstructed 

an unlimited civilization capable of in:f'inite progress 

in the improvement of human lite. 

nRIr.IMI1I RI"TrRs:: ..... t::nR PJ:lI:C:I':R\fhTIf"lt.1 
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We know 1t beoause. if we look below the 5urf'ao6. 

We sense it still spreading on every oontinent -- rOll' 

it is the aost humane. the aost advanoed, and the .ost 

, ~ I ~ m..A.' •.. ;'./ n::::: """'~'''''''''t,e.",",~"" ... U,l.- -
powerful, of all forms of human sooietJ. 

"'-
.I!. :nation. 11ke a person, has a body -- a body that. 

aust be ted and clothed and housed, invigorated and 

rested, in al!!~er th&J~. fits our day. 

A nation. like a pliu.'son. has Ii mi1'ld -- a m.ind that 

must be kept illf'ormed and alert, that aust kno\C; itlieU'. 

end underiirtand the hopes and the needs of lts nei6hbors --

all the other nations that live ~~thin the narrowing' 

oirole of the world .. 

And a :nation, like a person, has s0meth1ng d.epell'. 

s0mething aore pemanent. s0mething larger than the 

SUI!! of aU Its pans. It is that sOI!!eth1ng which 

matters aoat to ita future -- Which oal1ed forth the 

moat saored gua~1ng of 1tl!!i pr(ll.!!ent. 

It 1s a thing fOl" which we tind it difficult --

even im.possible -- to hit upon it single daple wo~. 

And yet we all \Uldersttmd what it is -- the spirit 

the faith of' America. It is the produot otoentur1es. 

ORI(';INAI RF=TIRl=n FnR PRF<::FRV.6.Tlnl\l 
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It was born in the multitudes of thoae who Game from 

many lan,ds -- some of high degree, but mostly plain 

people -- who soUght here, early and late, to find 

freli!dom more treely j. 

The d~ooratle aspiration is no mere recent phase 

in h'U!l1an history. It is h'U!l1e.n history. It p'\'IIl'IIl.eated 

the anoient life of early people:.. It blazed anew 

in the middle ages. It was written in~agna Carta • 

• In the Americas its impact has b'\'llCl1 irres1stltbl~ih 

Ameriea has b~Cl1 the ~ew World in all~on8Uea. to all 

peoples, not becaUse this Gontinent was a new-found 

land, but because all those Who eame here believed 

they could create upon this continent a new life --

a lite that Should be new in freedom. 

Ita vitality waa written into our own Mayflower 

Compact, into the Declaration ot Independence. into 

the Constitution of' the United States, into the 

Gettysburg Address. 

Th.ose vv'ho first came here to carry out the longings 

of' their spirit. and the millions who followed. and the 

stook that sprang from them ~. all have moved forwart 

('l~1r::1"1f>1 ~kTIA1:n. I:ACI "'Dee!:C\I""n", 
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eon~tan~ly and eonsistently toward an ideal whioh in 

itself has saine<!. stature and clarity with eaoh 

giul,ere:Uolil. 

'lhe hOllelll $1' the Republic oannot forever tolerate 

either undes$l"Veil poverty or a$lt~$el"V1Jlg _alth. 

W. now the:!> we still have tar to go; that 1IIe 

mast mQre greatly build the SElt'lu..-ity and thll! opportunity 

and the klilowle<!.~e at every eit1~.n. in the measure 

juatifiilld by the resources and the (I&palli tY' of the 

natlolil. 

But it b not eno~ to aehifilve theile purposes 

alone.. It iii not eno~ to olathe aoo teed the body 

of thb nation, and lutruet and inform 1tll mind. 

For there 13 1l111l0 the iilpill'1"'. And of the thr". the 

gre~te$t 11!1 the spirit. 

Without the bodY' I.nd the mind. alii all ll1en ~w, 

the nation eould not live. 

But ir the spirit of America were killed, even 

thot,tgh the natiQn'li body <mil mind .. cOllstricted in li!;n 

alien world. lived on, the America we knOw would have 

perl.shed" 

ORIGINAL RETIRF[) FOR PRF!=:FRVA TION 
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, 
~ .. ~hat 5~1rit -- that faith -- speaks to us in our 
,._--. 

daily lives in ways otten unnoti~ed, because they seem 

so obvious. It speaks to us here in the Capital of the 

nation. It speaks to us through the prooesses of 

governing in the sovereignties of forty-eight States. 

It speaks 1;0 us in our (tounties, in £lur cities, in our 

towns, and in our villages. It speaks to us from 1;he 

other nations of the Hemisphere, and from those across 

the seas -- the enslaVed, as well as the free. Some-

times we fail to hear or heed these voices of freedom 

because to us the priVilege of our freedom is sueh 

an old. £lld story. 

'file destillY" of Amerioa w.u;. proclaimed in wordS 

Of prophecy spoken by our first President at his 

first IMugw:al in 1789 -- words almost directed, it 

would seem, to this year of 1941; -The preservation 

of the sacred fire of lio.rty and the destillY" of the 

republioan model of government are justly considered •••••• 

deeply, •••••• finally. staked on the experiment 

intrusted to the hands of the Amerioan people". 

f"lRIr.IMt.l R~TIRl':'n !::n!l PQr::~t::!:I\1/\T'n"l 
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SIna DlIAH' -8-

If we 1(;)$(; that sacred tire -- if we let it be 

smothered with doubt and tear -- then we ahall rejeot 

the destiny whioh Washington strove so valiantly and 

so triumphantly to establish. The preservation ot the 

spirit and faith of the nation does, and will. furnish 

t.he highest Jnst1:t'iea:t1on for every saorifioe that we 

may make in the cause of national defense. 

In the taoe ot great perils neVer before enoounter-

ed, our strong purpose is to protect and t.o perpetuate 

the integrity of democracy. 

For this we muster the spirit of Amerioa, and the 

faith of Amerioa. 

We do not retreat., We are not content to stand 

still. As .Am.1lll!'iealls, we go :t'orward. in the serviee 

of our eoutttry. by the will 01' God. 

********"'********** 

t'lRlr..IIUAI RI:Tn:u:n I=nR 1:l1'I1':<:!!;R\/I\Tln"l 
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