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INAUGURAL ADDRESS
TANUARY 20, 1941

On esach nstional day of Inesuguretion since 1789,
the people have renewed thelr sense of dediecation to
the United Btates.

In Washington's day the task of the people was
t0 create and weld together & nation.

In Lincoln's day the task of the peopls was bo
preserve that nstion from disruption from within.

In this day the tesk of the people is to save
that netion and its institubions from disruption from
without.

To us there has come a time, in the midst of
swift happenings, to pause for a moment and take stogk ~-
to recall what our place in history has besn, a&nd to
rediscover what we are and what we may be. If we do

not, we risk the rsal peril of inasetion.
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Lives of natlons sre determined not by the
oount of years, bubt by the lifetime of the human spirit.
The 1life of & mon is three-score years and ten: s little
wore, a little less. The life of 2 netion is the
fullness of the measure of its will to llve.
There are men who doubt this. There sre men
who believe thet demoerscy, as s form of government and
a freme of 1life, is limited or measured by & king of
mystieal and apbificiel f&ﬁe:.that, for some unexplained
reason, tyranny end slavery have become the surging
wave of the future -- and thebt freedom is an ebblng tids.
But we ﬂﬁﬁriﬁaaﬁ know thet thisz is not true.
Eight years ago, when the 1life of this Republie
seemed frozen by & fatalistie ferror, we proved thet
.this iz not true. ¥Ye were in the midst of shoek -- bub

we acted. Ve ascbed guiekly, boldly, decisively.
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These labter years heve besn living Years -
fruitful yvesrs for the people of this demcerscy. TFor
they heve brought o us greabsr zecurity snd, 1 hméa,
& betber understending that 1ifels idesls are %o be
meesured in other than material things.

Hoszt vital to our present aund our future is
this experience of s demoerscy which succesalfully
survived orisis at home; pul mway many evil things;
puilt new sbruebtures on enduring lines; and, through
1t all, maintained the fact of its demoeraety.

Por achion has been baken within the three-way
framevork of the Constitution of the Unlted States.
The coordinste brenches of the government coutinue
fresly to funetion. The Bill of Rights remelins
inviolate. The freedom of elections 1s wholly
maintsined. Propheta of the downfall of American
demperacy heve seen their dire predietions come Lo

naught
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Democracy is not dying.
¥e Enot it becsuse we have seen it revive --
and grove
¥e kaow it cannot die -- beosuse it is bullt
on the unhampersed initiative of individual men snd
womenn joined bogether In 4 oommon enterprise -- &an
enterprise underteken and cerried through by the free
expression of & frée malority.
we ¥now it because demoerscy alone, of all
forms of government, anligts the full force of nen’s
enlightened will,
®e know it because d&mﬁﬁracy.alona has
constructed an unlimited eivilizetion capable of
infinite progress 1u the improvement of human ife.
we know it becsuse, if we look below the
surface, we senase it still spreading on every conhinent —-
for it is the most humene, the wmoet advanced, spd in

the end the most uneonguerable of all Torms of humen

soclety.

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION



Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers
Box 13; Folder= Speech Drafts: Third Inaugural Address, January 20, 1941

bm

A nstion, like & person, has @ body —- & body
thet must be Ted and clothed and housed, invigorated
and Tested, in s msnner that measures up to the
chjectives of our tinmse.

A pation, like & person, hes & mind -~ & nipd .
that must be kept informed end elerbt, thet must kuow
it&alf, thet understends the hopes and the needs of
its selghbors ~- all the other natiomsg that llve
within the narrowing eirele of the world.

Ané s nation, like & person, has something
desper, somebhing more permanent, something larger
then bhe sum of all its perbs. It 1s that something
which mabbers most to its fubure —- whichk ealls Torth
the most saored guarding of its present.

I% iz 2 thinz for whish we find it diffieult -~

even impossible -- to hit upon a single simple word.
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4né yebt we all understand what 1t is -- the
spirit -- the falth of Ameries. I% is the product of
eenburies. It was born in the wultitudes of those who
seme from meny lands -- some of high degree, bubt mostly
plain people -- who sought hef@, early snd lste, to
Tind freedom more freely.

The democratic asplration is ne mere recent
phase In human histozy. IE‘§§_humaa history. It
@éxme&te& the anelent life of early peoples. It higz&ﬁ
apew in the middle sges. It was written in Magne Carta.

In the ifmerices its impact has been irresistlble.
Amarice has been the Hew World ism all tongues, %o all
peoplss, mot becsuse this conbtinent wes & new-found
iand, but beosuse a&ll those who came here bellieved they
pould create upcen this continent & new life -- & life

that should bhe new in frecdom.

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION



Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers
Box 13; Folder= Speech Drafts: Third Inaugural Address, January 20, 1941

.

Ite vibality was written into our own Mayflower
Compact, into the Declaration of Independence, indo
the Consiitution of the United States, inte the
Gebtysburg Address.

Those whoe first game here Lo earry out the
longings eof thelr spirit, end the mlllioms who followed,
and bhe sbook that spreng from them -~ all have moved
forward constantly a=nd copsistently towsrd sn ideal
which in iﬁﬁelf kas gained ststure and clarity with
sach generabion.

*he hopes of the Bepublic cannot forever
tolerate seither undeserved poverty or ssif-ssrviag
wealbhe.

®s know thaet we 58111 have fer o go) bthaet we
must more greatly bulld the security and the opportunity
anf the knowledge of every eltizen, in the measure
justiried by the resources and the capacity of the

lande.
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But it is not enocugh to aschieve thege purposes
alone. It is not epough %e clothe snd feed the bedy of
thie nation, apd instruet aund inform its mimd. For
there is nlsc the spirld. 4£nd of the three, the
grestest is the spirit,

wWithout the body snd the mind, ag all men know,
the nation ocould not live.

But if the spirit of imerdce were killed, even
though the nation's body snd mind, comstricted In an
&lisn world, lived on, the imerica we knmow would have
perished.

That spirit -- that falth -~ spesks %o us in
our éaily lives in wsys often unnoticed, becruse they
seem 80 abvioua; It spesks 1o us here in the Cepital of
the nation. It spesks to us through the proecesses of

governing in the soverelgntlies of forty-elght Btates.
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It spesks to uws in our sounties, in our eities, in our
towns, and in ocur villages. It speaks to us from the
obher nations of the Bemlsphere, and from thoss across
the seas -- the snslaved, as well &5 the fres. Sometimes
we fall to hear or heed these veiags of freedom Degause
to us the privilege of our freedom is sueh en old, old
BLOTY.

The destiny of Americe was prooisimed in words
of prophecy spoken by our flrst President iam his flrst
Insugural in 1789 -- words slmost directed, 1t would
seem, to this year of 1941: P"The pressrvation of the
saored Tire of liberby eud the destiny cof the republigsn
model of govermment are justly considered «..... deeply,
csewses Linally, steked on the experiment intrusted to

the hands of the American psople™.
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17 we lose that sagred fire -- if we let it be

e
o,

---------------- ——
smothered wlth doubt an gy -~ then we shell Tejact
‘ T

the destiny which Washingteon strowg so vallantly gng s0

srivephantly to establish. The preservab] of the

spirit and faithk of %he nation does, sand wikl,furnish
%héégigheat Justificabion for every sserifice that we
mey meke in the ceuse of aﬁti@n&l defense.

ﬁhvxh@ face of great perils never uefore
eneunntarad,_§ar strong purpose is to protect and Lo
y@r?é%uﬂte the integrity of demosracy.

For shis we muster the spirit of americs, and
htﬁ%’faith of Americu.

We do not rebreat. We sre not conbent to stand

still. As Asmeriesns, we go Torward, 1o the service of

our country, by the will of God.
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FIRST DRAFT

JANUARY 20, 1941

Alwaye it ls worth-while in the midet of swift happen-
ings to pause for s moment to take stook of our thoughte. 1If
we do not we risk a pitfall or a wrong turning.

Elght years age a danger hungiévar our land; we were
in the midet of it; we knew 1ts shock and its actual immediate
bearing upon our daily lives as individuals and as a nation.
We sensed 1fs c%uses, and we were in agreement that quick
action, unwonted action, bold action, was not merely desirable
but urgently requlsite.

These elght years have been long years, orowded with
new things. They have been fruitful years for the people of
our land, for they have brought to us a more marked security
and, I dare to say, a better understanding of life's i1desnl
than we had had in times before.

Most vital to our present and our future stands out
the ploture of a demooracy which hag conquered a orisis &t
home; put away many evil doings, built new struaturea:on
snduring lines, and at the same time has preserved the faot

of ite demooracy. For action has been taken within the
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FIRST_DRAFT

JANUARY 20, 1941

Always 1t is worth-while in the midet of swift heppen-
ings to pause for a moment to take stock of our thoughte. If
we do not we risk a pitfall or a wrong turning.

Bight years ago a danger hung Bver our lsnd; we were
in the midst of it; we knew 1tes shock and its actual immedlate
bearing upon ocur daily lives as individuals and as a natlon,
e sensed 1lts causes, and we were in agreement that guick
action, unwonted action, bold sction, was not merely desirable
but urgently regulisite.

Thege eight years have been long years, crowded with
new things. They have been frultful years for the people of
our land, for they have brought to us & more marked security
and, I dare to say, a better understanding of life's ideal
than we had had in times before.

Moest vital to our present and our future stande out
the piloture of a demoorscy which has conquered a crisis at
home; put away many evil dolngs, bullt new structures on
enduying lines, and at the same time has preserved the fact

of its democracy. For action has been taken within the
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FIRST DRAPT

Always it 1s worth-vwhile in the midet of swift heppene
ings to pause for a moment Yo take stook of our thoughts., If
we G0 not we risk a pitfall or a wrong turning.

Eilght years age & danger hung Sver our land; we were
in the mldst of 1%; we knew 1ts shock and i1te actual immedlate
bearing upon our daily lives as individuals and as a nation.
We sensed lts csuses, and we were in agreement that qulok
action, unwonted achtion, bold ascticn, was not merely desirable
but urgently requisite.

These eight yeare have been long years, crowded with
new things. They have been fruitful years for the people of
our land, for they gav@ brought %o us a more marked security
and, I dare to say, a better understanding of life's ideal
than we had had in times before.

Host vital to our present and our future stands out
the ploture of a democracy which has conguered a ¢orisis at

home; put away many evil doings, bulilt new structurea on
enduring lines, and at the same time has preserved the fact

of 1%s democracy. For action has been taken within the
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wg éﬁawerk of the Constltution of the United States. The coordinate
bﬁanehss of our gqv@rnmant give every evidence of continuing te
funetion. The Bill of Righte remains inviolate; the freedom of
elections is wholly maintesined; and the dire probhets of the
downfall of America have seen thelr evil predietions come to
naught.

A pation has & soul,

Like a person a nation has a body too -- a body that must
be fed and clothed and housed and given the means of locomotlon
that £it our day.

Like & person a naﬁiem hag & mind —- 2 mind too that
must £1% our day in its relatlon to those minds of other nations
whilch are so near %o us now in the vhole circle of the world.

But 1% 1s the soul of a nation which matters the most
to ite future, which aallsggevth the most sacred guarding in
ite present.

Our soul is the produet of centuries. It wae born in
the multitude of souls living in many lands, soule of some
of high degree, but mostly souls of ¥ery plain pecple who
sought a thing called freedom -- who sought 1t under several
forms of governing in other lsnds but came hither early and

late to attain freedom more freely.
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fRalework of the Constitution of the United States. The coordinate
branches of our goverament giva avary evidence of continulng to
function. The Bill of Rights remains inviolate; %the freedom of
elections is wholly maintained; and the dire prophets ol the
downfall of America have seen thelr evil predictions come to
naught.

A nation has a soul.

Like a person a nation has a body teo -- a body that must
be fed and clothed and housed and given the means of locomoiion
that fit our day.

lLike = person a nation has a mind -- a mind %too that
must 1t our day in ite relation to those minds of other nations
which are so near to us now in the whole c¢ircle of the worid,

But it is the soul of a nation which matters the most
to its future, which eallssgarth the most sacred gusrding In
ite present.

Qur soul is the product of centuries. It was born in
the multitude of souls living in many lends, souls of some
of high degree, but mostly souls of wery plaln people who
sought a thing called freedom -- who sought 1% under several
forms of governing in other lands but came hither early and

late to attain freedom more freely.
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fia¥ework of ﬁhs Constitution of the United States. Ths ocoordinate
branches of our government give every evidence of continulng %o
function. The Bill of Rights remains inviolate; the freedom of
elections ig wholly maintained; and the dire probhets of the
downfall of America have seen thelr evlil predlctionsz come to
naught.

A natlon has s soul.

Like a person & nation has a body oo -- 2 body that must
be fed and clothed and howsed snd glven the means of locomeiion
that £i% osur day.

Like 2 person a nation has & mind -- a mind too that
muat £it our day in 1tz relation to those minds of other nations
which are so near to us pow in the whole clrele of the world.

But 4t is the soul of a natlion which matters the most
to its future, which callssforth the most sacred guarding in
its present.

Our soul is the pyoﬂuqt of centuries. It was born in
the muiltitude of souls living in many lands, souls of some
of high degree, but mostly souls of wery plalin people who
sought a thing called freedom -- who sought 1t under seversl
forms of governing in other lands but came hither early and

late to attain freedom more freely.
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FIRST DRAFT B

| In the three centuries and more since those whe came
here to carry out certain longings of the spirit, they, and
the milliones who followed and the stock that sprang from them,
have won forward constantly and consistently toward an idesl
whioh in itself has moved onward wlth each generatlon.

In body, this improving civilization of ours is cared
for in its comforts and %n its health to a degree far beyond
. the knaw}aaga and, therefore, the;@ﬁaals cf the early days.
It still has far %o go, both in the attainment of a wider
security and also in the progress that sclence tells us is
st1ll an undisclosed probability of the future. The mind of
our people has galned in equal measure.

One pride of America is in the universallty of 1its

education, the wide dissemination of information, its t.i}
for facts, ite oraving to search the unknown, and the scope
of 1ts opportunity.

Too many of us, I faarﬁ are prone o think of the
land of today in terms of the body and terms of the mind.
That means thal $00 many of us seek a fulure for the nation
that lies in the continued progress of the health and the
securlty and the learning of the individual and of the

individusl's family and friends -- the physlioul and the
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Tn the three centuries and more eince those wvho came
nere to carry out certain longings of the spirit, they, and
the millions who followed and the gtock that sprang from them,
have won forward constantly and conegistently toward an ideal
which in itself has moved onward with gsach generation.

In bedy, thig improving eivillzation of ours is cared
for in its comforts ;ﬁa in ite heslth to a degree far beyond
the knowledge and, therefore, the §deals of the early days.
Tt still has far %o go, both in the attainment of a wlder

security and slso ln the Drogress that science tells us 1is
st11l sn undisclosed pr;&éhility of the future. The mind of
our people has gained in equal measure.

One pride of America ls in the universality of its
edugation, the wide éissemination of information, ite thﬁfst

for fTacte, its craving o search the unknown, and the scope
of ite opportunity.

Too many of us, I feary are prone to think of the
1and of today in terms ef.the body and terms of the mind.
Phat means that $oo many of us seek a future for the nation
that lies in the coantinued progress of the health and the
gecurity end the lsarning of the individual and of the

individual's family and friends -- the physical and the
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In the three senturles snd more since those who came
here to carry out certaln longings of the spirit, they, and
the milliens who followed and the stock thaet sprang from thes,
have won forward constantly snd consistently toward an idesal
whioh in 1tself has moved onward with each generatlon,

In body, this improving eivilization of ours ls cared
for in its anmf;rta gnd in its health to a degree far beyond
the knowledge and, therefore, the fdeals of the early days.
It 8till bas far to go, both in the attzinment of a wider
sgourity anﬁ,alga in the progress that sclence tells us 1is
8till an undisclosed probablility of the future. The mind of
our people has galned in squal measure.

One pride of America i1s in the universallty of its
education, the wide dlsgemination of information, ite th#rat
for facte, ite craving %o search the unknown, and the sosope
of 1ts opp§rtnnity.

Too many of us, I feark are prone to think of the
iand of today In terms of §hs body and teras of the mind.
That means that too many of us seek a fubture for the nation
that lies in the continued progress of the health and the
gsecurity and the learning of the individusl and of the

individual's family and friende -- the physical and the
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mental comfortas of It 18 the instantansous instinot

of the earliest orders of human belngs to seek shelter
againet impending attack. We with higher culture cannot

be oribicized Af we ssek to take or make weapons to protect
our minds and bodles agsainst threatened danger.

That is a natural motive. In the light of whal we
read from dasy to day and week to week, it is a proper motlive
for all we do.

But in the hearﬁs of Ameriea there lies for most of
us another motive -~ a higher, nobler motlve perhaps.

It is the motive that urges us to protect the soul
of America ss well.

It is no new thing -~ this soul —- it wae here full-
fledged in the conquering of the wilderness, It grew 1o z
manhood with the growth of the democratic ideal. It has' -
peen mature among us for & century and a half.

It speake %o us in our daily lives in ways which

are often forgotten because they seem so assured; it sgagﬁaﬁ W

oo

A
to us here in the Capital of the nation; 1t speaks %o us = £ |\
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of forty-eight States; it speaks to us in our ccuntiaé, 1q’
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through the processes of governing in the sovereignties

i

H .
ir Y

our cities, in our villages and in cur towns. Sometimes | h
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mental comforis of j 1% is the instantaneous instinot

of the earlilest ard&ré ér human beings to seek shelter

| against impending atta#@. ¥e with higher culture cannot
be ceriticized AT we sésk to Ltake or make wespons fo protect
our minds and bodies against threatened danger.

That is a natural motive. In the light of what we
read from day to day and week to week, 1i is a proper motlve
for all we do.

But in the hearts of Aumerica there lies for most of
ue another motive -- a higher, nobler motive perhaps.

It iz the motive that urges us to protect the soul
of Americs as well.

It is no new thing -~ this soul -- 1t was here fulli=
fledged in the conguerding of the wilderness. 1% grew to
manhood with the growith of the democratle ideal. It has
been mature among us for a century and a half,

It speaks %o us in our dslly lives in ways which
are often forgotten because they seem go sspured; it #peaks
%o us here in the Capital of the nation; it apeakg to us
through the processes of governing in the sovereignties

of forty-elght States; 1t speaks to us in osur counties, in

our citiee, in our villages and in ocur towns. Sometimees
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<FIRST DRAFT -4~

mental comforts of

P
T N

of the earllsst orders of human btelngs to seek shalter
aga&nst impending attack. We with higher oculture cannot

be eriticized if we seek te take or nake wea&a#s to protecst
our minds and bodies against threatened danger.

That ie a natural motive. In the light of what we
read from day to day and week %o week, 1% is a proper motlve
for all we do.

But in the hearts of America there lies for most of
ue ancther motive -- a higher, nobler motive perhsps.

It is the motive thatl uvrges us tc protect the soul
of America ma well,

I% is no new thing -- thils soul -- it was here fulle
fledged in the eanqn@ring‘af the wilderness. 1% grew %to
manhood with the growih of the democratic i1deal. It has
been mature among us for a century and a half.

It spesks To us in our dally lives in waye which
are often forgotten because they seenm so asssured; 1t speaks
%o ug hers in the Capital of the nation; it spesks to us
through the processes of governling in the soverelignties
of forty-elight States; 1t speaks to us in our counties, in

our citiee, in our villages and in our towns. Sometimes

MABIEIMALT DETIDEN CAD DDECERV/ A TIAKL
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we do not hear it -- this volce of freedom -— because 1ltis
voilce le an accepted and unquestioned privilege.

The America we know could not live on if its mind
and ite body were imprisoned or circumscribed or wounded or
killed.

But it is likewlee the truth that 1f the mind and
the body lived, and the very soul of Amerlpca were cut off,
America would not live. That is why in days of clear danger
it is the part of right and of righteoueness that in our
defense we place the malntenance of the soul first and
always first; for 1f we keep wholly safe, the frame of our
democragy, the ideals of our ancient freedom, and all the
other things that go with it wlll still be ours,

Into this splendid evoiution of our free institutions,
into the 1é§5 sucoeas of a people's government, fite the
undying belief in Divine Guidance. This 1s the reascn that
in the face of perils we have never visaged before, we place
firat the motlve of protecting the everlasting freedom of

the institutions we have learned to call *government®, and

call for the help of God for the soul of America.
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we 4o net hear 1t -- thiz voice of freedom -- because 1te
volee le an accepted and unguestioned privilege.

The Amerlcs we Enow could not live on if its minad
and ite body were imprisoned or circumscribed or wounded or
killed,

But iv 1s likewilse the truth that Af the mind and
the body lived, and the very soul of Amerioas were out off,
America would not live. _?hat is why in daye of clear danger
i% 1is the part of right and of righteousness that in our
defense we place the maintensnce of the soul Pirst and
always first; for if we keep wholly safe, the frame of our
democracy, the ideals of our ancient freedom, and all the
other things that go with i1t wlll stilil be ours,

Into this eplendid evolution of our Pree institutions,
into the 1%?g success of g people’s government, fits the
undying belief in Divine Guidance. This is the reason that
in the face of perils we have never visaged before, we place
first the ﬁntive of protecting the everlasting freedom of
the institutions wé ha&e learned to call "government®, and

call for the help of God for the soul of America,
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we do not hear it -- this voice of rrsgdom == because its
voioce 18 an accepted and uvnguestioned orivilege.

The smerica we know gould not live on 1f 1lts mind
and itg body were imprisoned or ocircumscribed or wounded or
killed.

But it is likewise the truth that if the mind and
the body lived, and the very soul of America were out off,
Americe would pot live. That is why in days of clear danger
it i3 the part of right and of righteousness that in our
defense we place the maintenance of the soul first and
aiways first; for if we keep wholly ssfe, the frame of our
democracy, the ideale of our anclent freedom, and all the
ether things that go with 1% will still be ours,

Into this splendid evolution of our free instltutions,
into tﬁe l§pg guccess of a people's government, fits the
undying belief in Divine Guidance. Thie le the reason that
in the face of perils we have never visaged before, we place
first the motive of yrotegting the everlasting freedom of
the institutione we have lesrned to oall "government”, and

call for the help of God for the soul of Amerlcs.
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£ind heve, or would make here, a new life -- a fuller life.

Three centuries of history have justifled and foritified
this belief. We now know that s new life, a free life for
free men such as never yeb eoxlsted in the world, can be
ecreated on this continent. We still bellieve that the Keﬁ
World is ﬁmsr&aé, and America ies bullding here in this place
a new life, m&&aer and wmore generous than any life that men
have lived before ué.

.BEight years ago & danger hung over our land -- a
dsnger which concerned materiasl things. As I stood here
then, we were in the midst of it. Ve knew its shock and
ita threat to our dally lives ae indlividuals and %o our
existence as & nation. Ve sensed 1is causes. We knew
that quick aection, unwonted action, bold action had to be
the order of the day.

These last eight years have been long years, crowded
with new th&ngé; They have been fruitful yéars for the
people of our land; they have brought us a greater measure
of security; and a better understanding that life's ildeals

are not %o be measured only in wholly malterial things.
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ﬁ§at vital to our present and our future is this
pleture of & ﬁemoar#ey which conquered this almost overe
whslming erisis at home; put away many evil doings; buils
new structures on enduring lines; and at the same $ime
presarved ﬁéé fact and the essence of its demooracy. For
action has been taken within the framework of the Constitution
of the United States. The coordinate branchee of our
government continue Lo function as a three horse tesm. The
Bill of Rights remasins inviclate. The freedom of elections
is wholly maznﬁaina&ﬁ The dive prophets of the downfall
of Amerioca and democrascy have seen their evil predictions
come %o naught.

Democracy hasg been proven %o be the most gawaf?ul
of man'e creations. Its strength lies not in material
resources slone. It lies rather in the unhampered
initiative of individual men and vomen joined together in
g common enterprise, s common will. That kind of inltlative
and that kind of wlll have consiructed a civilization
capable of infinite progress in the lmprovement of man's
lot. And it is because, of all the forms of government,

democracy and demgorscy alone enllsts the full force of
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free men's enlightened will rather than the brute strength
of slaves that government so concalved canncet perish.

Like s person a nation has a body -- & body ithat
must be fed and elothed and housed and glven the gaans of
1ceemntlaq that fit our day.

Like a person a nation has & mind -~ a mind too that
must £t our day in its relation %o those minds of other
nations which are so near to us now in the whole oircle of
the wari&.

Like aperson & nstion has g soul. It 1s the soul
of a nation which maﬁﬁerg the most to its future, which
ealls for the most sacred guarding in the presens.

Our soul is the product of centuries. It was born
in the multitude of soule living in wany landsg, soule of
some of high birth, but mostly sculs of very plain and
ﬁemman.paaple vho sought & thing called freedom -~ who had
sought it in vain under eﬁhevé?orma of governing in other
lands.

In the three centuries and more wihich have followed,
those who came here to carry out the longinge of their
spirit, and the milliaag vho followed, and the stock that

sprang from them -- all have moved forward constantly and
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consistently toward sn idesl which in iteelf has become higher
and olesrer wiih each gensratlion.

Today the body of this nation -~ in this improving
eivilization of ours -- 1s being cared for in i%s comforis
and in ite health to a degree far beyond the knowledge or
r dresms of the sarly éavs. ¥We still have far to go.

Yo have still %0 overcome some of the lag which the
preceding generatlon permlitted in meeting the soclal and
economic needs of the twentleth century. For we know how
much the survival of democracy depends upon its sbility o
provide opportunity snd escurlity gommensurste é@th our
resources and capscities. Demoeracy cannot forever tolerste
wealth without servigce, or poverty without faulf. Wa cone
tinue To seek the sttainment of a wider security and the
progress in the standard of living that sclence tells us
is still a proh&bility of the future.

The mind of our natioa and of our people has gained
in equal Deagure.

One pride of Americs is in the universality of its
education, the wide and unrestricted dissemination of
information, ite therat for facte, 1ts oraving to search

the unknown and to extend the frontiers of sclence; ad
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the scope of ite opportunity for the free play and inter-
change of ideas.

foo many of us, I fear, are prone to think of our
land of today, in %@fms aalyiaf the body and of the mind.
oo many of us seek a fubure for the nation that lles only
in the centinued progress of the securlty ana‘health and
lesrning of the individuasl ~- the physical and the mental
comforts of 1life.

Dhig is bubt natural. It was the lnstsntaneous
instinet of the earllest human beings to seek shelter agalnst
impending physicsl attack. In the same way, we with the
higher culturs of today, ssek weapons %o protset our minds
and bodies againet threabtened danger.

In the light of what we read from day %o day and
week to week, that search for survival and protectlon le
& proper motive for all we de.

But ir the hearte of America there lles for wmost
of us another motive == a higher, nobler motlve.

It 15 the motive that urges us %o protect the soul

of Americs &s well.
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It ig no new thing -- thie egoul of America. It
was born here in the conquering of the wilderness. It
grew to manbond with the growth of the demcoratic ldeal.
It has been mature among ug for a century and a half.
It speaks Yo us in our dally llves in ways which
are often unnoticed because they seem s0 assured., It epeaks
t5 us here in the Capltal of the nation. It apeaks to us
through the proBeasses of governing in the soverelgntles
of forty~-eight States. It speaks to us in our c¢ountlies, in

our citles, in our villages and in our towns. Sometimes
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS
JANUARY 20, 1941

There come timees in the life of every nation when
in the midst of swlft happenings it must pause for a moment
to take stogk -- to recall %o mind whaet 1%s place in history
has heen and remenmbering what it has been, rediscover wheaet
1t is today. If we do not, we risk a pitfall or a wrong
turning. Ours ig such a time.

The lives of nations are determined, not as the
lives of men are by a count of years, but by the measure of
the human spirit. The life of 2 man is three score years
and ten: a little more, a little less. The 1life of a natlon
is the lifetime of its will to live. Of all living and
continulng things, only a nratlon lives and continues, not
by natural law or by some arbltrary term of years, but by
the strong endurance of ite lnward purpose.

For three hundred years the word, Americs, has meant
in every tongue, to every people, the NHew World. It has
meant this not because thls continent wae newly found but
for a different reason: because all those who came here,

men and women out of many places, believed that they would
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find here; or would make here, a new life -- =2 fuller life.

Three centuries of history have justified and fortifisd

this bellef. We now know that a new 1life, a free life for
free men such as never yet existed in the world, can be
created on this continent. We 8311l believe that the New
World is Americas, and Americs is bullding here in this plaée
a new life, mm?ger and more generous than any 1ife that men
have lived before us.

Bight years aga.a danger hung over our 1land -- a
danger whleh concerned material things. Ae I stood here
then, we were in the mldst of it. Ve knew its shock and
its threat %o our daily lives as individuals and %o our
existence as 2 nation. We sensed its causes. We knew
that quick action, unwonted action, bold action had to be

the order of the day. Y

These last eight years have been long years, crowded

with new things. They have been frultful yéars for the
people of our land; they have brought us a greater measure
of gecurity; and a better understanding that lifete ideals

are not to be measured only in wholly materlal things.
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Hoet vital to our present and our future ig this
plcture of a demecracy which conquered this almost overs
whelming erisis at home; put away many evil dolings; built
new structures on enduring lines; and at the same time
preserved the fzot and the essence of its democracy. For
action has been taken within the framework of the Constitution
of the United States. The coordinate branchez of our
government sontinue to funetion as s three horse team. The
Bill of Rights remains inviolate. The freedom of elestiocns
is wholly meintained. The dire prophets of the downfall
of Americe and democracy have seen thelr evll predictions
come Lo naught.

Democracy has been proven to be the most powefful
of man's corestions. Ite strength lies not in material
regourses slone. It lies rsther in the unhampered
initiabive of individual men and women Joined together in
a common enterprise, a common will. That kind of initiative
and that kind of will)hava constructed a sivilization
capable of infinite progress in the improvement of man's
lot. &nd it is because, of all the forms of government,

democracy and demccracy alone enliasts the full force of
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free men's enlightened will rather than the brute strength
of slaves that government so concelved cannot perish.

Like s person a nation has a body -- g body that
mzet be fed and clothed and housed and giyen the means of
locomotion that fit our day.

Like & person s nation has a mind -- a2 mind too that
must £it our day in i@s relation to those minds of other
nations which ere so nesr to us now in the whole circle of
the world.

Like aperson a nstion hae & soul. It is the soul
"of a nation wihlch matters the most to ite future, which
¢alls for the most sacred gusrding in the present.

Qur seul is the produect of centurles. It was born
in the multitude of saulg living in many lands, souls of
some of high kirth, bgt mostly souls of very plain and
common people who sought a thing called freedom -- who had
sought it in vain under @thsrégerms of governing in other
lands,

In the three centurles and wore which have Tollowed,:
those who came here to carry ouf the longings of their
spirit, and the millions who followed, and the stook that

sprang from them ~-- all have moved forward conatantly and
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congistently toward an ideal which in iteself has become hlgher
snd olearer with esch generation.

Today the body of this natlon -~ in this lmproving
sivilization of ours -- is belng cared for in 1ts conforts
and in its health teo a degree far beyond the knowledge or
dreams of the early days. We still have far to go.

We have still to overcome some of the lag which the
preceding generstion permitted in meeting the soclal and
sconomic needs of the twentieth century. For we know how
much the survival of demoerscy depends upon lts ability to
provide opportunlity snd gecurlty commensurate gith our
resources and capacities. Democracy cannot forever tolerste
wealthh without servicse, or poverty without fault. We con=
tinue to seek the attainment of a wider security and the
progress ;n the standard of living that solence tells us
iz 8511l a probability of the future.

The mind of our natlon and of our people has galned
in equal measure.

One pride of America is in the universallty of ite
education, the wide and unrestricted dissemination of
information, its thiErst for facts, iTe craving fo search

the unknown and to extend the frontiers of science; end
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the scope of its opportunisy for the frese play and interw
change of ldeas.

Too many of ug, I fear, are prone to think of our
lsnd of today, in terms only of tﬁe body and of the mind.

Too many of us seek a future for the nation that lles only
in the continued progress of the security and health and
learning of the individusl -- the physlcal and-the mental
comforts of 1life.

This is but natural. It was the instantaneous
instinet of the earliest human belngs to seek shelter agalinst
impending physical sttack. In the same way, we with the
higher culture of today, seek weapons to protsct ocur minds
agd bodies against threatened danger.

in the light of what we read from day to day and
week to week, that search for survival and protection s
& proper motive for zll we do.

But in the hearte of America there lles for most
of us another motive == g higher, nobler motive.

It is the motive that urges us to protect the soul

of Americz as well.
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It is no new thing -- this soul of America. It
wae born here in the conquering of the wilderness. It
grew 0 manhood with the growth of the demooratic ideal.
It hae been mature among us for a century and a half,
It speaks to us in our daily lives in ways which
are often unnoticed because they seem so assured. It speaks
%o us here in the Capital of the nation. It speaks to us
through the processes of governing in the sovereigntlies
of forty-elght Btates. It speaks to ue In our counties, in

our c¢itles, In our villagee and in our towns. Sometimes
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS
JENUARY 20, 1941

On esch national day of Insuguration since 1789,
the seople have renewed their sense of dedication to
the United States.

:In %&sﬁingtﬂﬂ*s day the task ef‘tha peopls was to
create and weld ﬁegeﬁhar a nation,.

In Lincokn's dey the tgsk of the people was is

;

C presarve thét nation from disyupbtion from wlthin.

| In this desy the bask &f the paggle is to save
that n&ti@ﬁfénd‘its institutions from éisruptian.
from withoub. . )

To us there has come = time, in the migst of
swift h&pyeniaga, to puuse for & moment und take
stogk -~ t0 fmcall ﬁhat our gléce in history has
been, and Lo r&éiéccvﬁr vhat we ére gnd what we may
be, If we do nc%,rwa ria%‘the real peril of ineetion.

Lives of n&tieﬁsAars dabgrmined anot by the count
of years, but by the lifetime of the human spirit.

The life of = man iz three-score years and ten! &

1ittle more, & little less. The life of & nastion is
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the fullness of the messure of its will to live.

There are men who doubt this. There zre menk who
belisve bhat demooraey, 2% & form of government and &
Preme of life, is linmited or messured by & kind of
myatical and artificlsl Tatet that, Tor some unexplalned
reaaen,.tyranny and slsvery heve become the surging
wave of the futurs -- and thet Treedom is an ebblag
tide.

But we Americans know thet this 1s not trus.

Eight years &go, wh@n-the 1ife of this Republie
seemed frozen by & fatalistic berror, we proved that
this is not true. We were in the midst of shoek --
but we soted. We acted qulekly, boldly, declsively.

These leter years have been living years -
frultful vesrs Tor the people of this demoersey. For
they have brought to us greater security and, I hope,
& betbter understending thet Life's ideals are to be
meagured in other than meterial things.

Most vitel to our present and our fubure is this
experience of & democracy which suceessfully survived
erisis &t home; put away meny evil things; bullt new

strustures on enduring lines; and, through it all,
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malintained the fact of its demoeraey.

For actlon hes been taken within the three-way
fremework of the Constitubtion of the United States.
The eoordinate branches of the government continue
freely to function., The Bill of Rights remains in-
violate. The freedom of elections is wholly mainteined.
Prophets of the downfall of American demooracy hava
geen thelr dire predictions come to naught,

Dﬁmaergay is not dying.

We kpow it because we have seen 1t revive ~- and
Erowy

We know it eannot dle -~ because it 1s bullt on
the unhampered initiative of individusl men and women
joined together in s common enterprise -- an enterprise
undertaken and earrisd thraugh.hy the free expression
of a free majority.

We know it because demooracy alone, of all forms

of govermment, enlists the full forece of men's
enlightened will,

We know it becsuse demooracy alone has scongtrueted
an unlimited civilization cepable of infinite progress

in the improvement of human life.
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We know it because, if we look below the surface,

%é sanse it sbill spreeding on every continent -~ for
it iz the most humane, the most advanced, and the most

-~ awwé., A mﬁs&mﬂﬁ Thic raesl™ ang, g o FY ¥ -
pewarful,h?f 21l forms of human aaaieggj&

| & petion, like & person, has & body -~ & body that
must he fed and elothed and housed, ianvigoreted snd
rested, in & menper that Fits our d4ay.

& mavion, like & person, has a mind -- & mind thad
must be kept ioformed end slert, thet must know itselfl,
and understend the hopes and the needs of itz neighbors -~
21l the other nations thaet live within the parrowing
girecle of the world.

And a aedien, like & pérson, has something deeper,
somebhing more permasnent, something larger than the
sun of all 1%e payts. It 1ls that somethlng which
metters most to its fubture -- which ¢zlled forth the
nost saored gusrding of its present.

It 18 & thing for which we find it difficuit -
even impossible -- $Ho hit upon & single sinple word,

Apd yet we all understund what 12 ig -~ the #pirlt --

the faith of Americs. It is the produet of centuries.
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It w&é born in the mulbitudes of those who came from
many lands -- some of high degree, bul mostly plein
DEODLE ﬁh@ sought hers, early and lete, to find
freedon more freely/

The demoeoratie aspiration is no mere recent phese
in Bumen history. It is humen history. It permeated
she anolent 1ife of early peoples. I blazed anew
in the middle ages. It was written in Magne Carbas

Tn the Amerisas ite impeset has been irra&iatghle.
Americs has hgen the Hew World in =1l Bongues, to ell
peoples, not because this sontlnent was =2 new-found
land, but hecause all those who ceame here pelleved
they oould ersebe upen this continent & new 1ife =
@ 1ife that should be new in freedom.

Tte vitality was written inte our own Mayflower
Compast, inbo the Declaration of Indepsndence, into
the Constitutlon of the Pnited States, inbto the
Gebvysburg Address.

Phose who Tirst came here to carry out the longings
of thelr spi;iﬁ, end the miliions who followed, and the

stoek that spreng from them -~ all have moved forward
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agﬁ%ﬁanﬁiy =nd consistently toward an idesl which in
itself has gelhed stabure and c¢larity with each
generation.

Phe hopes &f the Republie csunot forsver tolerale
elither undezerved poverty or self-serving weelth.

We know that we 3bill have far to goj Shat we
must more grestly bulld the security and the opportunity
and the knowlefge of evaery slbtlzen, iz the messurs
justified by the rescurces and the capsoslty of the
nation.

Bub it iz not spmough o achlseve these purposes
aslone, It iz not enoush to clothe and feed the body
of this netion, and instruet and infors 1vs mind.

For there is alsce the spirit. 4And of the three, the
grestest is the spirid.

¥ithout the body snd the mind, as gll.maﬁ Eno,
the netion could not live.

But if the 5@@?&% of imerics were killed, even
though the nution's body ond mind, constricted in en
elien world, 11?&& on, the Ameries we knmow would have

perished.

ORIGINAL RETIRFD FOR PRESFRVATINN



Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers
Box 13; Folder= Speech Drafts: Third Inaugural Address, January 20, 1941

SIXTH DRAYT e

That spiris -~ that felth -~ speaks to us ia our
daily lives in ways often unnoticed, because they seem
15} abﬁieua. It spesks bo us here in the Capital of the
nation. It spsaks to us through the procssses of
governing in the soverelguties of forty-aight %tgtaa.
It spesks 0 us in our &cuatiea,.ia our cities, in ouy
towns, end in our villages. It speaks to us from the
other nehbions of the Hemisphere, and from those aeross
the seas -- bthe enslaved, as well as the free. Some-
times we fail to hesr or heed these voloes of freedom
because o us the privilege of our freedom 1s such
an 0ld, old story.

The desbiny of Aweries was proclaimed in words
of prophecy spoken by our first President at his
first Ineugurel in 1789 -- words almost directed, it
would seem, to thils year of 1941: "The preservation
of the sscred fire of liberty and the destiny of the
republicen model of govermment are Jjustly oconsidered ssesss
deeplys ssaressfinally, stoked on the experiment

intrusted to the hands of the Americsn peopleW.
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If we lose thelt sacred fire -~ if we let it be
smothered with doubbt apd fenr -- then we sha;l reject
the destiny which Washingbon strove so vallantly aznd
g0 triumphently %o establish. Thé preservaetion of the
gpirlt and faith of the nation does, and will, furanlsh
the highest Justification for every saerifice that we
may make in the ¢gsuse of national defense.

In the fses of great perils never before encounter-
8t, our sbtrong purposs is to protect and to perpetuate
the integrity of demoeracy.

For this we muster the spirit of Ameriea, and the
faith of Amerioca.

We do not rebreab. We are net donbent to stand
86111, 45 imerleans, we go forwsrd, in the service

of our gcountry, by the will of Gods

sk ool ook dokdok otk R
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