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PRAYER READ BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE RADIO 

THE WHI'rE HOUSE 

JUNE 6, }.944 

MY FELLOW AMERIOANSt 

In this poignant hour, I uk you to Join me il:I. 

prayer: 

Alm1ghty God I Our 80n,8) pride of our na 1I10n" th:ls 

day have set upon a mighty en,deavor, Q struggle to preserve 

our Republic, our religion" and our civilization, and to 

set free a suffering humanity. 

Lead them straight and true; give strength to their 

arms, stoutness to their hearts~ steadfastness to the1r 

faith. 

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be 

long and hard. The enemy is strong. He lIIay hurl back our 

forces. Success may not come with rushing speed, but we 

shall return again and agail:l.; and we know that by Thy grace. 
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and by the righteousness of our cau~e, our sons will triumph. 
" 

They will be sore tried, by night and by day, without 

rest -- till the victory is won. The darkness will be rent 

by noise and flame. Menls souls will be shaken with the 

violences of war. 

These are men lately drawn fr~m the ways of peace. 

They fight not for the lust of conquest. They fight to end 

conquest. ThlllY fight to liberate. They fight to let Just:i.ee 

arise, and tolerance and good will among all Thy people. They 

j 

yearn but for the end of battle, fot' their return to the 

haveu of home. 

Some will uevel' return.. Embrace these, Father, and 

receive them, Thy hero1Q serva.uts, iuto Thy kingdom • 

.AD.d for us at home -- fathers, mothers, children, 

wives, sisters and brothers of brave men overseaS --
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whose thoughts and prayers are ever with them -- help us, 

Almighty God, to rededicate ourselves in renewed faith in 

Thee in this hour of great sacrifice. 

Many people have urged that I call the nation into 

a l5ingle da.y o.f' special prayer. But because the road is 

long and the desire is great,':t ask that our people devote 

themselves in continuance of prayer. As we rise to each 

new day; and again when each day is spent, let words ot 

Give us strength, too strengtll in our daily tuks, 

to redouble the contributions we make in the physical and 

material support of our armed forces. 

And let our hear4.\$ be stout, to wait out the long 

travail, to bear sorrows that may come, to impart oUl" 

courage unto our sons wheresoever they may be. 
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And, 0 Lord, give us Faith. Give us Faith in Thee; 

Faith in our sons; Faith in each other; Faith in our united 

crusade. Let not the keenness of' our spirit ever: be dul.le4. 

Let not the impacts o:f temporary events, of temporal matters 

of but fleeting moment -- let not these deter us in our 

for en of our enemy. Help us to conquer c'the apos tles of 

will spell a sure peace -- a peace invulnerable to the 

schemings of unworthy men. And a peace that wilil~t all 

men live in freedom» reaping the just rewards of their honest 

toil. 

Thy will be done, Almigl:lty God. 
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PMYll:R REltD BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE RADIO 

THE WHI'rE HOUSE 

Jm~E 6, ~944 

OU1,' Republic, our religion, and our aivili;;at1oll., and to 

, 
Lead tham straight and. true; give strength to their 

arms, stoutnellS! to their he .. rts, steadfastness to their 

faith. 

long and har(l. The enemy is strong. He Wl.;{ hurl back our 

forces. Success may not come with ruslling speed, but we 

shall return again and again; mlfi we know that by Thy grace, 
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alld by the righteousness of our cause, our sons will triumph. 

They will be sore tried, by night and by day, without 

rest -- till the victory i$ won. 'the darkness will be rent 

yeam but for the end of battle, tor their l'",turn to the 

And tor us at home -- fathers, lJ!others~ children, 

wives, sisters and brothers of brave nen overseas --

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: D

-D
ay

 P
ra

ye
r, 

Ju
ne

 6
, 1

94
4



o 
'" Gi 
Z ,. 
r 

~ 
'" m· 

" (3 

'" 
~ 
m 

~ 
o z 

"Ihose thought a and prayers are ever with them -- help us, 

Alll'lighty God, to rededicate ourselves in renewed faith .in 

And let QUI' hear4is be stout~ to wait out the long 

travail, to bear sorrows that may oome, to impart our 

oourllge unto our sons wheresoever they may be. 
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Faith in our son~; Faith in each other; Faith in our united 

crusade. Lei> not the keermes$ of our spirit ever: be dulled. 

or but fleeting moment -- let not these deter us in our 

cotmtry. and with our lllister nations into It world unity that 

will spell a sure peace -- a peace invu1.nel"abllll to the 

IItchemings of unworthy men. And a peace that will let aU 

men live in freedom, reaping the just reward$ of their honest 

toil. 

Thy will be done, Alm1gh~.r God. 
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