
Chairman of the National FOlmdation for Infa...rrtile Paralysis, or President of the 

America.:.1'1 Red Cross, the Press was told. "VVhen he came as F .D.R. I S personal la1l;yer, he 

was 110ff the record!!. This sa'1l.e yardstick could be applied to hlmdreds of other friends . 

Four Supreme Court Justices stand out in Iny memo~T as frequent guests at the 

~ 
White House, Fra.'11cfurter, Douglas, Murphy and Jackson. Fi of all ~ cam~ as friends, 

but almost always the President was aIty,ious to discuss a 

turn to ~ for advice on '~snag he haa struck. The arrival of any of these men 

was usually kept in the 1I0ff the record ll category only because the Press wight read 

and lend undue importance to. conjectures 

that were all out of. proportion to the 
\ ~ 

matters Qnder discussion. In t~nes of national 

~.~/.~ 
of thi .. caliber ~ost helpfull-~ IF 'I' .Qllb stress the reactions and advice of men 

'\ 
[tntSim_. ~3,l-oti:M. These factors aided the President often in deciding the course 

he would follow. Particularly did the President hold FrC'.nkfurter's advice in great 

esteem. He .sought l1.is counsel and vrelcomed his opinions. On most things they sa-w Ileye 

I have heard the 

Boss remark in speaking of Felix, t1He had a brilliant mind and i.Ylitiates more ideas per 

miYlute than any man of my acquaintance. I find h~rL tremendously interesting Bnd stimu-

',* '1~~,,~~ 

lating, but his mind clicks so fairly spin. II After a luncheon 

'visit 'with Justice Frankfurter, which might last ~~!j.i} .~~~~ hours, 

the President would slump forward in his chair, his arms in a la...Tlguid droop and his jaw 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 F

D
R

, M
y 

B
os

s:
 C

ha
pt

er
 D

ra
fts

 a
nd

 N
ot

es
, c

a.
 1

94
7-

19
49

[Part 2 of 3]



-
relaxed --- an eyJ1i:;;ust ed man. I would laughingly rema.rk, !IWell, you certainly must ha.ve 

had 2. lot to t2.1k about --. do you. kno\y what time it is?!! "I haven1t the slightest idea. 

-10ll 12101",[" Gr2.ce, Feli:x: is g:c8nd~ 1Jllt, l1e Eure lceeps rile on r['~T toes. He left here looking 

Others from vThom the Boss sought advice "''1ere Adolph A. Eerle, 

Cohen, Bill Bu~litt, Archie l!tacIJeish, Normcll1. Da.vis, 

Leon Henderson, Sidney Hillnl811, Charles Taussig, and Fiorella La Guardic:.~ 

Sometimes Frances Perkins phoned to say she had to see the Boss right away and 

that it two. bette:t' be lIoff the record ll • Usually this ""eant that she -VIaS in the middle 

of tough labor negotiations. She might vrant to report on the progress made or taU:: over 

Hiss Perkins. More than once, I knovT she felt it I;lore discreet not to let the labor 

Anne 0 I Hare UcCorrrd.ck, the brilliant New Yod: TiInes! correspondent fl~equ.ently 

came dovm to see the President -- and alvrays Boff the record!!. In lceeping "/i~trl 

uses in dealing 
r' 

~1..A.~'''VA~!(t~, 
~::'J,"\~ 

[" \luDcheonor t.ea The~"3e either 

p}:eceded one of her trips abroad or 1'ollo1\8c' 

'I'heir discussions centered around world , foreign lJolic~r 811Q Y"elated S111Jjects. 
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