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3000 Oonneotlcut A"enu, 
Wa.hlna'0n, D. O. 

July 4, 1947. 

nea.:r Geoq,:-

U&rtf thank, for your lette:r of the 'Ioond. I too _ 
.orry not to ha"e h'ard from you. durin, yOUl" HCIDt W .. ,hlnsto. 
Ti81t. 

I em gratefld fo~ your goOd _#tll'le. for July the 'ou.nh, 
and want )'0\1 to know that 1 am oeleb.tIng Independenoe Day br 
puttlng the final touche, to two oha.pte:re of .Y ItolT. Wblob. I 
ha.ve plI'epared tor YOUl" oonI14e,..t10n. The •• ohapters •• ~. written 
by •• uelng ".ry 11ttle even of the tramework Whlch I or1ginall, 
gaYe to Bl11 Slooum. 

Tid. faot natu._l1,. brin. to mind '.he contftLotu.a.l 
rela"lon.h,p whloh lmrol" •• the p41"ahe .. ,. Bl11 an.A • .,.elt.I 
do not t •• l that Bl11 had any pan"'at all in pl'epaJJ'in, _, .... ralon., 
and oon"quently that he 18 ent1tled 1'111thl1" tocr'41" o01'o&lh 
thereto... In.y tunller Op11110. .. 'etlnt te ape.ent co.ofu~.lnl 
Bl11 f. .fto", up to ~o'" haplut. ..... 4 a. the.,. hye be •• , .houl,4 . 
be r."ohe' BIFOU I could OOl ..... t to ihe lubmta.ion of eop, to 
an,. publtahe". to'l ,u.bllc».tlon, or b,tore I would. t •• l t", 'io 
pRo.e' further on .y 0'Wrl. 

I expect to .,,:*,,_1 t to .. ,ou.- S'evlewthe two chap""" 
wt not to oft.71 tOll publl.Q8.tlo~ uratll '11oh"l .... e allot.,. 
.at.r1all IntRe.td to 1111 810.'8 ouetody have be.n "tuned, 
and an .r:rug_ent .au .htoll wl11 lDolude a flnal rel .... e t. •• 
ot a1), e1>11p."t08. ' 

You ha"l' II,.' p •• 11.10n toabow thtl letter to 81mon 1= 
Sohuter.and to RbDt1' 1m. _naoript .eHly as an exblbltQf 
_,. wo,..k, attel" .hlob. 1 woVld d • .,ly apPl'eol8,". an ,xpre.,loa Qt 
tJlt publisheJllt oplnion and alao yov own a.. to what ahall lte 
done n.xt! 

George T. B,., S.q., 
Dan;oWft, Trlnity Paa., 
New Oanau, (Jonneotlout. 

Alway •• lnoe~11t 
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July 17, 1947 

n!1!Ile? in 
sty10 

Il't;'Em;t.:t4SCi to be '" 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEWYORK 17, N. Y. 

September 23, 1947 

Dear George: 

I have read the two chapters of Grace Tully's book 

with the greatest interest. They seem to me extremely good 

for a first draft, and, for me at least, they are convincing 

evidence that Miss Tully can write her own book. In fact, 

the book should be all the better because it is told in her 

way. As she gets further into it, or perhaps when she has 

finished her first draft, I should imagine that editorial 

suggestions might be helpful to her. The intention would 

not be to change the character of her book, but rather to 

bring it out as effectively as possible. But in that re-

spect everything depends on how Miss Tully prefers to work. 

She has a book to write and the ability to write it. 

We are tremendously interested in this book, and 

I'll be grateful if you will let me have any news there is 

about its progress. 

Sincerely yours, 

15~"lL. W~ 
Burroughs Mitchell 

BJlJ!:BM 
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" "f 

lW~tr$O .~ '~$ t~~ yGw ttle\1SrhtrMaad. mti):l'!'~st, 
l~t.:t&~~ 1 ali 4t$llg"~d t..~hltiv. ~: ~~1~, to: the t'4'W" 
i:-&.t"$ M,d ~ 1I'~li~._ ~t"'~'liU 't_ g~_e ad .-1_. 
l' ,~ a",~fut$;y~~t .. ~~~ ... idea J ~~ 
~ wUl l.al_,., 'ft •• a.&iti.t.t.,$ ldll ~~.t._lij stt'lt~ 
t:r __ "~ ~, 1: h~ t,'~_ •• t,.~ 1~ _~$~ to,~ 
~ ~.d ,$ll ~d~(i: 'Whte~ ,<1t.~~ lIll1 be: _$\ ~~ 

WltlWt;t -.:ft •• ·~$('1)t ~t s~~:n, b.$abl. ~t.~ t;~ 
Ttl'a ~~_l" $;.-9~~ w~rd$l\' 

I a~~~"e 7~ ~~tf~ ·of ,~~ •• t,~k ,Geo!i*g$. 
't.I a"'):~ ~""""'''.>iI'""", .... _~ .... ~ ~.~4. __ ~ ,l4:\ ~~_..a.~ •. 

~; ;:;;;.:;;; i;;;; ~~, " :&~:l1rt.~i~~ 
•• t ,~,Id, \0 'be te~g v __ ,~ 

~ g-~M, t~$ fG%' ~w spl~ ~p~ntl_" 
~, ~~$' mll.d~.~r.r ~.odtt1$'h ~i\~ttri:~'$ 

a:", __ ~:""'c&."'~''''' 
~_"" ;W~, ~~ .• 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

December 6, 1948 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I have read the finished chapters--and with the greatest interest and 
pleasure. They seem to me immeasurably better than those samples we saw way 
back when the contract was made. The writing is livelier now; the story has 
more warmth and human interest. 

There are some places where I think perhaps you could do even more 
than you have done. :t~ll note them down--not to urge you to go back to them 
now but simply to offer whatever help I can with the chapters to come. 

In the discussions of FDR's associates I felt the need for more con
crete anecdotes, informal episodes that will help to reveal the person and give 
vividness to the narrative. You must have any number of them stored away in 
your memory. The story of Howe and the money is a good example; an even better 
one is your description of your first meeting ",lith Churchill. That is splendid, 
just what the book should have. 'Wherever it is possible you ought to use an 
incident in which you were personally involved. That will give the book in
dividuality-make it the book that only you could write. I'm glad, by the way, 
that you are allo1"Ting yourself to "sound off" here and there. You should; if 
something angered you, s~ so. 

I came on sentences that seemed to demand amplification. VJhen you 
say that you have seen'steve Early squirm through some Roosevelt lectures to 
the press, one wishes you could give an example. When you speak of Pa Watson 
moving into operation, one is anxious to know just what it was like. When you 
tell about the hectic day that Germany invaded Pola~d, there could be even more 
detail. 

The great thing now is to push ahead with the book, putting in every
thing of interest that you find in your notes or your memory. You must not be' 
aoncerned about 'writing at too great length. It is easy to condense and elimin
ate after the writing is done; it is much more difficult to add and expand. Cer
tainly you have already caught the right tone-lively without being flip, seri
ous but not wooden. Ifm certain this is going to be a fine book, and I look for
ward eagerly to more manuscript. 

Sincerely yours, 

BM:BM 
~LWJJL 

To Miss Grace G. Tully 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 W

rit
in

gs
: F

D
R

, M
y 

B
os

s:
 C

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e,
 1

94
7-

19
53



,Cable Address: Bial1bye, ··N.· Y. 

T his. L~tter from 
EditQti~llIeadqtiart,er{ 

. NEW CANAAN, .CON&.···· 

The table Of cron:tents 1s ultra"'! 
, e:x.ceJ;lellt.,Ct.oen;l~~ereuc(}e ptlngforthe: 
·f'i~s).(fl~apt ~r~.~hieh·shollidbew:i:>it:ten: . , 

,f±>qm·tt).e·':stanapillint of 'li' cnarming" 
.. ·dfgi1ifi~ed . g1rlse6~etl\ry:ari1;.n6tS:s ·if 
'"1::i a rUmin,an~t .s~ate.sl~an~,:~ : ,~~:\' ' 

T. v;Oul~f ?';.give~ lii-!l/ .C:WDR r 5) 
ot~::dic~t::$t~ng.5p~ecl1e,s., .• "Th~ ,." " 

"'?"' •• ' ........ ' I""'.·,~-~- .', 'ld~: b(h~ more ot' 1~' sa'/an .' 
, . '·'Or:mot fonpietu rel' 

.A . BOSS. . . . . .,. ", 
, , ~ /"~,, . 
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Telephone: MUrray Hill 2·8775 

GEO!RGE T. BYE 
AND COMPANY 

535 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

. .~ 

. Was he oonventional ~1n, the 
matter of. prop'riet;ies? D.idhe ....... .'~ 
try to keep up with soclal·obltga.tlons 
toward a va,s t multitude ofagqusil:ltilng •. ~. 
byle.tters of c0ngratulatiOri~or.,·· 
condolencef. D1d he. m9.ke notes or dee. 
marriages ; births, etc'., when reading 
newspapers _ -.or d1d he_ tear outth~lte 

_. " Pid he' different1ate betw~en 
'hiroself ani the office of the })res1de

fie did, of course, and tm. t-'.s. one 
thing that distinguish~d hJm~. ,He 

,wELsneyer .a rigid sttlrred shi:rtllke 
. Hoo'ver, . -nor a G'ood T1me. CharI ie like 

Harding. I will' forever. remember. one 
time afteranarriry 9.l1d Navyrecepti. o.n 
when he had ana1de._ look. 1m up and . 
. take. me to· the oval study. lIIthough 
you migl1.tbe,interested in seeing 

. the. color gu~rd brlng up the ~wo flag 
ir om the Ea at Room, n·hesald. It 
was a wonderful cerem()ny lind I am 
sure. that-· for :those ·few minutes he 
detached himse I.f'- from.' t'hePresidency 
wa.s ~ a fellow sightse~r with ,me'. 

You can see, young lad y, . that I 
a."Il deter~1rie dyour book shall be om 

. of. the .finest about the Bos,<3 imI:i' 
even I :if Thav~ to editi tv), 

. foura, ./ -

I 
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GEORGET. BYE ,&. CO. 

i"'· .. D'ANt6wN,~ITY;PASS' 
f . NEW CAN " ' , "N' 

Mis s Grace G. Tu..ll y, 
3000 Comiecticut Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. 

'vii' AIRMAIL 
Special Delivery 
~,' ",. ....._ _ c __ ,' ~_'_-----..a 
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/L/;f~~/C-
... ;:' 

fl,,'U~A. 
f It 

!! 

CHARLES;SCRIBNER'S SONS 
PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE,NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Tully: 

Jan. 4, 1949 

It WEl.S particularly pleasant to 

read these next two chapters because I 

think the further you get into the book 

the better it becomes. Chapter five strikes 

me as the most lively piece of writing you 

have done so far. It is full of anecdote, 

the personalities emerge clearly, and it 

does not drag anywhere. All I could suggest 

would be the possibility of a summarizing 

paragraph. The'chapter seems to end rather 

abruptly now. 

Chapter three is very go od too. I 

kncrv, that you must give a certain fuuOunt 

of background history, particularly for a 

chapter such as this one, but I do think 
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tha£·tb.e·material in the first four 

pages of chapter three might be boiled 

down somewhat. The chapter really begins 

Sincerely yours, when you enter the scene at the bottom 

~~ of page four. Your book is alwa:,s most 

intere sting when you are in it, when the 

reader is seeing the people and the events 

thr ough your eye s • .And that is the way 

the book should be, I think. It is some-

thing to keep in mind when you go to work 

To Miss Grace G. Tully on the opening chapter. It should be, it 

seems to me, your profile of F.D.R., not 

just ~ profile. The political and per-

sonal facts of Roosevelt's life have turned 

up in a good many books already, and will 

turn up in a good many F~re. I should 

think that they should be kept to a minimum 

in your book. The things you have to say 

are not available to anyone else. 
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'CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

February 15, 1949 

Dear Miss Tully: 

You have already heard from George, I know, and I agree with :tUm; 
Chapters 4,5, and 10 are fine. The only point I can think of to raise has 
to do with Chapter 10 where the discussion of the Supreme Court Plan is 
carried on early and then toward the end of the chapter. Should it be brought 
together, I wonder? That is a relatively small point; the main point is that 
these chapters make lively and convincing reading. 

I think the chapter about your earlier days is in quite good shape. 
Chapter 6, though, ! agree with you about--it needs more work. The opening 
seems a bit heavy, and neither the dowager' :Mrs. R. nor the Roosevelt children 
are sufficiently individualized. I am sure you will be able to get more 
warmth, character, and anecdote into it without very much trouble. I've sent 
these two chapters do'W!l to George and I expect to see him tomorrow when I 
imagine he will have read them. He is coming in after a date with The Ladies 
Home JournaJ. people, and we are going to have a talk about the scheduling of 
your book in relation to Mrs. R.' s. It's most important, I think, that we 
do not have a conflict there. I will write you as soon as we have figured 
things out. 

It was a great pleasure to see you again. I hope you will be able 
to push ahead with the book now without a:rry more than the inevitable inter
ruptions. 

BM:BM 

Miss Grace Tully 
810 18th Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Sincerely ,yours, 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

PUBLISHERS 

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEWYORK 17, N.Y. 

March 10, 1949 

Dear ],uss Tully: 

I liked Chapter 12 very much. I have just two minor 
suggestions which perhaps aren't practical. The first page, 
it seems to me, could do ~dth a little loosening up; it is 
rather like a straight piece of journalism now. Perhaps you 
could think of a quotation from F .D.R. that could be put in 
there-I don't mean a public utterance. And then on page 3, 
which' describes so well the tension of Pearl Harbor Day, it 
would be fine if you could remember something that was said 
as all of you waited for the news to come in. Very possibly 
you can1t remember; I should think it would be hard to re
call the details at a time like that. 

In any case, it is a very good piece of work, and 
George agrees with me about that. He and I have had a talk 
about the collaboration matter, and he is w.r'iting you his 
proposed solution which seems to me a very generous one. 

Sincerely, 

~~,LW~ 
l 

BM:BM 

To Miss Grace G. Tully 
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Tuesday, May 3, 1949 
Dear Grace: 

All the original document.s that are still in my: poss

ession are returned in this folder. As you know, I attached some of 

them to the revisions in order that portions of text might be copied. 

Some of those and some of the se might be desirable for 

illustrations, depending upon what plans Mitchell may have for illus

trating the book. I think perhaps you had better ask 13ye whether you 

should send some of this potential illustrative mnterial up to him. 

If my boy can carry everything at onee I am also returning 

several of your books - Sherwood, Lindley, Michelson and McIntire. I may 

have another one or two at home; if so I will see that they are returned 

safely to you. 

Incidentally, as a suggestion, you might ask Sidney to 

fix up your preface acknowledgements to all those you wish to mention. 

With regard to me I would like to b.\9 ideritified as Sunday Editor of 

ehe Washington Star and a former President of the White ~ouse Corr

espondents t Association. 

Enclosed also in today's delivery is a clean-up on 

Chapter 1, the last one pending, and your copy of the earlier object

ionable manuscript. 

I hope that rainbOW I see out of my window is resting 

in a pot of gold with both our names attached. 

Yours, 
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Telephone: MUrray Hill 2-8775 

GEORGE T. BYE 
AND COMPANY 

535 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Address: Byanbye, N. Y. 

August 13, 1953 

Miss Grace G. Tully 
3000 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear JvIiss Tully: 

Charles Scribner's Sons have paid royalties of $18.03 on "F.D.R., 
My Boss" for the period ending J~larch 31, 1953. 

We have deducted our commission of $1. 80 and are enclosing a check 
for $16.23. 

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Secretary to iVtr. Bye 

:mm 
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