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THE PRESIDENT!'S PARTY

The President.

Rear Admiral Ross T. MeIntire, (MC), U.S.N.
- Major Henry Hooker :
Miss Laura Delano
Miss Margaret Suckley
Miss Grace. Tully
Mrs. Dorothy Brady ‘ o
. Lieutenant George Fox, (HGC), U.S.N.
Mr., Dewey Long
ﬂ% - Shlp's Clerk William M. ngdon, U.S. N.

The Honorable Basil O'Connor
Washington to Warm Springs
The Honorable Leighton McCarthy -
Washington to Warm Springs
Miss' Toi Bachelder
Washington to Warm Springs
The Honorable Stephen Early
Washington to Corpus Chrlstl
Rear Admiral Wilson Brown
Washington to Corpus Christi
The Honorable Sumner Welles :
Fort Worth to Corpus Christi
Ambassador Francisco Castillo Najara
. Fort Worth to Corpus Christi
~ Mr. Philip Bonsal ‘
: Fort Worth to - Corpus Chrlstl
Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Wbrth
Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt
: Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Worth
Miss Ruth Chandler Roosevelt ‘ )
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Worth
Master Elliott Roosevelt, Jr.
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Wbrth
Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Worth
The Honorable Marvin H. McIntyre
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Washington
Major General Edwin M. Watson
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Washington
Ambassador and Mrs.. Messersmith :
Sanchez Crossing (Mexico) to Monterrey
The Foreign Minister and Mrs. Padilla
Sanchez Cr0331ng,(MEX1co) to Monterrey
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. Douglas B. Cornell The Associated Press -
. Merriman Smith The United Press =
Arthur Herman The International News Service
Wm. C. Murphy, Jr. The Philadelphia Inquirer . Washington to Corpus
Bert Andrews - The New York Herald Tribune . Washington to Corpus
William Lawrence. The New York Times - : Washington to Corpus
. Dewey Fleming - The ‘Baltimore Sun ' Washington to Corpus
. Raymond. Brandt The St. Louis Post Dlspatch Washington to Corpus-
. Roscoe Drumn@nd The Chrlstlan Science Montor . Washington to Corpus

Mr, George Ska&diﬁg
Mr. Albert Oeth

Mr. Leo DeWaard

- Mr. D. L. Moorman
Master Sergeant Montford Snyder, U.S.A.
- Arthur Prettyman '

Colonel Wn. A Beaseley, U.S.A.

Associated Press?f
- Paramount News 3
C*Representlng all serv1ces)

Post Offlce Inspector

' THE PRESIDENT'S PARTY

" THE PRESS

PHOTOGRAPHERS

ARMY SIGNAL CORPS

Eight U.S.A. Enlisted Men

SECRET SERVICE DETATL

Mr Hugo Johnson

~ CPhoM A. C.- Black‘

Lonnl
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warm Sprlngs to’ washlngton
B & O Railroad Representatlve
 President's Driver

"President's Valet:

‘Captain Dew1tt Greer, U.S. A

Chief Frank J. Wilson
Guy H. Spaman
Gerald H. Behn

- Frank B. Wood
“Arthur E. McCabe

Robert R. Hastings
Roland M. Savage

o John T. Gorham
" Walter A. Haman.

Vernon D. Spicer

Frederick M. Clark

James Beary
James Rowley

"Falal and

Michael F. Reilly
Charles W. Fredericks
John A. Marshall

* Andrew G. Daigle

Wilmer K. Deckard

Elmer R. Hipsley

Edmund J. Waters

James H. Griffith

Neil A. Shannon

George A. Schnelbach, dJr.
Jack L. Willard

Burrell Peterson

Howard Anderson

"Sister!

Christi
Christi
Christi
Christi
Christi
Christi

 paramount News *
U.S.N.
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Arrived

14 April

ls_ﬁril
15 April
15 April
17 Aprﬁi
17 April
18 April
18 April

19 April

20 April
21 April

22 jpril

24 April

2L April

25 April

26 April

27 April

271April

28 April

29 April

ITINERARY

Place
Washington, D.C.

Marine Barracks,
Parris Island, South Carolina

Maxwell Field, Alabama

- Fort Benning, Georgia

Awarm Springs, Georgia

Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia

Camb Forrest, Tennessee

Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas
Camb Gruber, Oklahoma. !

Tulsa, Oklahoma - '
(Douglas Aircraft Company Plant)

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico
Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas

Fort Worth, Texas

Camp Carson, Colorado

Deﬁver; Colorado
(Remington Arms Denver Ordnance Plant,
Lowry Field, and
Fitzsimons General Hospital)

Fort Riley, Kansas

Omaha, Nebraska
(Glenn L. Martin Company Plant)

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri

Evansville, Indiana
(Republic Aviation Corporation Plant)

Fort Knox, Kentucky

Washington, D.C.

15
15
16
17
17
18
19
19

20
21

22

25
26

27
27

28

.ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIQN
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MILEAGE COVERED

Miles
Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad - 113.1
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad » ’ 904.9
Charleston & Western Carolina-Railroad ~._ .. - L47.6
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio (switch-move) = =~ " filmes - 4y
Western Railway of Alabama L e e 64.3
Central. of Georgia Railroad i ‘ 63.
Southern Railway . 278.3
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis Railway - 394.0
Missouri Pacific System 1,887.5
St. Louis - San Francisco Railroad (Frisco) ' 238.1 -
Missouri - Kansas - Texas Railroad 96.1 "
Na -gfonal Railroads of Mexico : ‘ ; 340.0 .
Texas Mexican Railway : 194.7.
Texas and Pacific Railroad (switch move) " © 1544
Burlington System ' 80L. 4
Union Pacific Railroad 739.5
Louisville & Nashville Railroad ' 318.9

New York Central (switch move) 3
I1linois Central Railroad : 56
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad , 676
Pennsylvania Railroad (switch move) 2

Total railroad mileage 742437
Automobile mileage (estimated) 425.0
Total all mileage " 7,668.7

The President's trip was conducted in strict wartime secrecy.
All arrangements with the railroads were made verbally and in a person-to-
person manner. No orders or letters were written and nothing was said or
done that would convey even an intimation of thHe fact that the President .
was planning a tour. Even superintendents and road foremen of engines
who were instructed to be at a certain point at a certain time to ride a
speclal train did not know until after they were aboard the train that the
Nation's Chief Executive was riding their rails. '

The train included two head-end cars (baggage car and communi-
cation car), a combination .sleeper-lounge car, a dining car, four compart-
ment drawing room sleepezfs, and the President's car. Train speeds were
restricted to 40 miles an hour. Uniform train orders were -agreed to for
all operations, the train being scheduled as a passenger extra with right
over all other trains. All other trains were instructed to clear it by
20 minutes. All railroads were required not to move the train backward

at any point unless the move was made with engine and buffer pulling
the train. :

The railroads did a grand job!
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FOREWORD

* This touy, the President's second wartimeAtmu'to military posts,

‘naval stations and war factories; also included a brief visit at Monterrey,

NuerocLeon,Pkmico,MMere Presidents/Roosevelt and Camacho met for friendly
discussions. This meeting was the first for the Presidents of the United
States a&§ Mekico‘in 34 years. |

lOur entire route, while in the United States, was carefully
guarded by units- of the U.s. Army, whlle 1n Mex1co the route was guarded
by units of Mex1can cavalry

Although there was’ general surprise shown at the Pre81dent's

' presence wherever he went, this trip was not as blg a secret as the in-

~spect10n trip of last fall, partlcularly'so after our v1s1t to MOnterrey

and Corpus Chrlstl and 'the newspaper and radlo pub11c1ty' incident to
those v131ts Curlous crowds Were attracted everywhere along our route,
partioularly at the rallroad;statlous in the Mldwest, by the presence
of:the‘large or :unusual,numper'of military éuards about the stations
aud ﬁracks: iﬁrﬁhé camps;'many_seruice'men/adwitted that, although they

had no definite information, they did have'a:pretty good idea who their

visitor was to be.

" The weather threatened‘alseveral occasions and we paSSed through

local rain and hail Storms However, clear weather prevalled during all

o scheduled visits and inspections.

" The log of the tour follows.
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Tuesday ' 13 April

The President dedicated the memorial to Thomas Jeffe_rson at noon

today and then returned to the White House for lunch, Yefore d’\eparting on

-his second inspection trip of war plants and military and naval stations.

The advance section of the special train left the silver Spring,

Maryland, _.station at 1:15 P, M and proceeded to the Bureau of Engraving
J
siding, where the President's private car, with the Preoident and his im~

: mediate party embarked, JOlned the advance section at 2:10 P.M. Very -

shortly afterwards, the special train departed for Biéhmond, Virginia, and
the South. The first stop, a brief pause, was made just‘ across the Potomac
River to pick up some . horse meat‘for Miss Delano 's Irish Setter "Sister‘ n
that inadvertently had been left at the White House iIn the rush of getting
away after a crowded morning |

The weather was slightly cool -and a bit windy as we left Washing-

. ton and we found this sort of weather ’preirailing as ,far‘south as Savannali,

Georgia. Just south of Richmond there was 'still considerable evidence of

‘recent strong winds - a path of broken treetiOps. Norfolk, Virginia, had

reported,,w:inds‘ of ‘ga.le intensity the previous day; \'

Enroute to Port Royal South Ce:rolina, opera.ting stops were

' made at Richmond Virginia, HFnporia, Virginia, South- Rocky Mount, North

‘Carolina,‘ and at Florence, South Carolina. We laid over at Florence from

12 50 AM. until 5:50 A.M., Wednesday, 1L April before proceeding to

Port Royal
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Wednesday 14 April

e arrived at Port Royal on schedule (1I:00 AN EWT).VYThe
Pre81dent and his party dlsembarked 1mmed1ately to enter waltlng motor
‘cars for the trip to the Marine Barracks at Parris Island. After entering :
his car, the Pre31dent was greeted by the Honorable 0Olin P. Johnston,
Governor of South Carollna, and Major General Bmil P Moses, U. S M. C
Commandlng General, Marine Barracks, Parrls Island. Governor Johnston and‘

; s
'MaJor General’ Moses then entered the Pre81dent's car to accompany h1m on

his 1nspect10n
The'party prooeeded from Port Royal over the %ive-nile" causeway
/lto tne Marine Barracks’ parade ground and bandshell at the main station,
Where the station band and approximately 8,000 Mérine recruits were massed
to render‘honors:totand be reviewed by their Commander-in—Chief.' After
honors,'a number of senior‘officers of the'bése were presented to'the,
President These 1ncluded Captaln Hutchlnson, (MC), U. S N., commandlng
' ‘the Marlne Barracks Medlcal Department Captain Patton, (DC),. U. S:N.,
Senlor Dental Offlcer, Captain Logue, (MC), U. S.N., Executive Offlcer
. of the‘Naval HOSpltal' Colonel D. J. Kendall, U. S'M C., Chief of Staff |
;to MaJor General Moses; and Colonel Harry Smlth U. S M.C., Commandlng :
LOfflcer ‘of the Recruit Depot
The Pre31dent drove through the massed formation. for an inspec- |
- tion of the "boots " and from here the party proceeded along "Wéke" Ave-_%
| . ‘nue past the 1mmense rifle range, where such a v1tal part of the ‘Marine

'recrult's tralnlng is accompllshed Here on this wind- blown range,‘

sane 2 OOO recruits were engaged by groups, .in demonstratlng for. thew
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'Pfesident evéry‘phéée and‘position of the .course of instruction for the

training of expert:fifiemén.

From the fifie range our course took us next to the Marinelcofps
Aif Station.‘ Along tﬁis routé ﬁe passed the excellent dairy farm and
vegetable truck garden3which are operated by the Marine Barfacks in the
area formerly occupiedﬁby the old naval prison. It was remarked to the‘

Presidenf‘thatva,large numbér of borderline (neurotic) recruits, who other-

_ wise»might have broken down completely, have been salvaged to make exgel—

4

" lent men fgr the Marine Corps by detail to work abt this dairy farm and

truck garden.

A squadron of Na&y fighter planes (carrier_type)'passed overhead
juét as we were entering the grounds of the air statiOn; This Squédron :
had been‘training here and was scheduled'to Jjoin its newly asSigned pareﬁt
carrier soon. | | | |

After a drive through the air station, a brief stop was made at

_the Marine Officers! Club, where fruit juices and fresh milk were served

to the party.

Next visited was the station hospital. Here the doctors, nurses,

corpsmen and patignts were all lined up for inspection. Several cripples
‘and even some stretchér_patients were out "along the route" for a glimpse

‘of their Commander-in-Chief.

From the hospital sur route took us back to the parade ground

for departure honors. After these honors, the President was introduced to

- the men of the formation by General Moses and responded with the following

informal remarks:
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"Men, I congratulate you on being Marings. o
I have followed the Marine Corps many, many years. It .

was Jjust 30 years ago I was here at Port Royalu I

have seen you in Haiti, Santo Domingo, and in France,

and on the Rhine. Some of you men may not appreciate

it, but I was not in the Halls of Montezuma or on the -

Shores of Tripoli. I congratulate you ®n the fine

work being done here. You are a credit to the Marine

Corps. I can't say more than that . "

The beautlful azaleas in the wooded areas along the causeway
leadlng from Port Royal to the main statlon were very much in evidence to-
day These§ we were told, were planted last year by Lieutenant Colonel

>°James D. McLean (the Post Quartermaster) and this is their flrst bloom.

The weather here was much cooler than had been expected and'ita
was also very windy and dusty. This hampered the 1nspectlon somewhat .
However all details for the President's brief visit here had been worked

_'out with great care dnd everythlng functloned perfectly. The routlng of
the 1nspect10n party was well done. The statlon presented a generally
Zwell kept appearance and the Pre81dent expressed himself as very well
pleased with his v1s1t here. The massing of the recruits gave him an
excellent opportunity to form an opinion as to‘their average age and
physical developxaent. |

Particular credit is due the Postfduartermaster for the very
convenient platform and ramp built for facilitating the President's dis-
embarkation from and embarkation on the train.

The party returned to the train at 12:10 P.M., embarked, and at

' l2:15 P.M., we departed Port Rojal‘for'Maxwell Field, Alabama. |
- After leaving Parris Island, our” route took us to Maxwell Field

(near Montgomery, Alabama) via Savannah, Jesup, Whycross,»Valdosta, and

Thomasville, Georgia, and Dothan, Alabama. We laid over at Dothan from -

-l ~
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12:30 A.M. until 5:30 A.M., Thursday, 15 April, before proceeding to

‘Maxwell Field.

Thursday ' 15 Aprilp

© (Forenoon)

Our traln arrived at -the Maxwell Fleld siding shortly before

9: 00 AM. (CWT) 'Ihe Presment dlsembarked and was met by Governor Ghauncey .
Sparks ofsAlabama, Ma.JOI‘ General Ralph Royce, Conmandlng Genera.l Southeastr
""I‘.r'alnlng Center, MaJor General B K Yount Commandlng General Flight |

"“Iram.mg Command S E T C H _Brlgadler General Wllllam Welsh Ghlef of - -'

:“:‘Staff 'S, E T C H Colonel Elrner Bowllng, comnandlng Maxwell Fleld 5 Colonel

Fltzgerald A581stant Chlef of Staff s E T c., Colonel c H Anderson, o

J01n1ng the Pre31dent 1n hlS car were. Governor Sparks, Ma,jor Generals"

Royce and Yount N : '“ o

' Fly:Lng School at Cralg F:Leld were overhead at the tlme After honors

,‘,ass:Lstants from bas1c tra:nlng standlng by the planes Then, on’ s:Lgnal

e Rigsiden &Iup&lnspeauon Tdu:,_A.priI 13:29,,‘1 94L_
) 1 ’) . . - ‘
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, commandlng Cralg Fleld and Colonel R Wlnn, commandlng Gunter Fleld ,

S The 1nspectlon party proceeded along the post streets, Wthh.
~were llned on both sIdes w:Lth splendld looklng AJ_I‘ Corps cadets, ’to hangarf'
’ A#l where honors were pald the Pres1dent by & w:Lng of some h OOO pre—‘

>fllght cadets and the post band Approxrmately 50 planes frhm the Advanced f

.we moved on to the Operatlons Offlce area, where the Pres1dent :Lnspected'-'

\814, tralmng planes llned up 1n rows of sixes ‘w1th student pllots and -

'the 81+ planes started motors and the student pllots took them off by
: j',threes, all planes clear:Lng the ground in order and in- less than ten; '

V,“‘m:x.nutes' total tlme from the J_nltlal s1gnal After a w1de c1rcle of the

i
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fleld these planes formed up and passed 1n review before the Pre81def1t
over the very same spot from which they had Just taken off The stu-
dents flying in this review 1ncluded approxlmately 30 Brltlsh cadets.

Whlle waiting for the aerial rev1ew, the cadet honor wing broke

1nto song for the Presment w1th the "Army AlI‘ Corps Song" followed by

a Brltlsh song called "The Tuppence Song.™" Their smglng dellghted the

President, for when they had flnlshed he remarked "Pretty good.n

Fale, a.lways a great favorite w:Lth the crowds wherever he goes,

almost stole the show from his master about this t:une. 'Waen Miss Suckl'ey

' took him frem the car for a l:t_mberlng-up walk he was :meedlately recog— ‘

nized and a d1n of "Oh's'" and Mghtgin went up.

Durlng the pause at the Operatlons Offlce area, three Cadet
Corps offlcers were presented to the President and photographed w1th hlm

" They were Cadet Herbert E. Schopka (Glendale s New York), Cadet 'Corps_,Com~

‘mander ; Cadet Walter B. Hawkins (Jacksonville, Florida) , Cadet Corps_ Ad-
jutant; 5 and Cadet J. C. Dav:Ldson (R:Lchmond Vlrglnla) s Cadet Corps Supply
Officer. ' ’

Ai'ter mtnessmg the aerial show very expertly done by the stu—
the President's party returned to hangar #l area for departure y" ‘
" "honors. Ai‘ter a farewell salute to their Chief, and as if they had sensed
‘ how very much the Pre51dent had en,]oyed their singing, the cadet honor
. VWJ.ng again broke into song with the stralns of their favorlte, "The Army

Air Corps" song.‘ And to show hlS apprec1atlon, the Pre31dent gave the

cadets a very snappy salute before moving along.

From hangar #l the party proceeded to-the athletlc f:Leld' ar

where some 3,000. cadets, participating by groups in the many gam 8
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forms of physlcal exerc1se, gave the President an ekcellent plcture of
the scope and results of the Alr Corps' extens1ve phy81cal tralnlng pro-
gram des1gned to toughen up thelr student pllots Some of these were
callsthenlcs, pltchlng horseshoes, tug of war,'shuffle board,! ushball
asketball volley ball, box1ng, and runnlng the obstacle course (or the
Burma Road as it is locally known) | |
The Cadet Corps and statlon here presented an excellent appear-.f

ance, and once agaln.lt was noted that all detalls of the 1nSpectlon worked

.out smoothly and fUnctloned perfectly.. -

The magor act1v1t1es at, Maxwell Fleld (located on the northwest

edge of Montgomery, Al abama) are the Army Pre—Fllght School and the Head— -

quarters, Southeast Tralnlng Center Army Alr Corps. Maxwell Fleld was

establlshed as an air depot in April 1918 It became a permanent statlon o

in September l921 as the home of the Air Corps Tactlcal School
The total strength of the Southeast Tralnlng Center is 9, 297‘

officers; 82,000 enlisted men, and 75,097 students The follow1ng act1v1—;i

. ties comprise the S E. T. C. 85 college tralnlng detachments, 23 c1v1c

elementary contraot schools, 11 ba81c flying schools, ll advanced flying

'sc'hools; 2 navigation schools; z.flexible gunnery schools; 1 flxed gun—
'4nery school 1 central 1nstructors‘school for flexible gunners, 1 Royal
ANetherlands East Indles Flylng school 1 flying school for colored .cadets;
fl cla831f1cat10n center, and 2 pre flight schools. Students enter the~

’ ,flylng schools every four and one-half weeks and pursue a normal course

of 1nstructlon that lasts over ten months. There are belng graduated

from thls Tralnlng Center each month 1,804 pilots, 690 gunners and 290

jnawigators. There are 276 Brltlsh pilot instructors in the S.E.T.C.

—

_q
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The President and his party returned to the train at‘9:55 AM.,

and we departed Maxwell Field at 10:00 A.M. (CWI) for Fort Benning,(}eorgia.

Thursday l5 April

gAfternoonz

Fort Benning is such an immense post, and there was so much of

: ,finterest‘happening5here today, as to create within one the same feeling

i erlence in attending his first flve—rlng 01rcus One simply
‘couldn't fully de01de which show to watch.

"~ Here at Fort Benning are located the Parachute School, where our
'Paratrooners recelve thelr ba51c training; - the Infantry School, where a
large part of our Army’s officer personnel are tralned - top men selected
v"_from the ranks for Offlcer Candldate training; and the Tenth Armored D1v1— -
51on. Fbrt Bennlng's wooded hllly and rolllng terraln lends greatly tO/‘
f_»the reallstlc tralnlng of our 1nfanurymen anhd- mechanlzed forces tralned
:‘here. Many of the classes in these various schools are held 1n the open

air here,’and some begln as early as 3:00 A.M.

2\1 Our traln arrlved at’'a 51d1ng near warehouse #2 Fort Bennlng,

T at 3 OO P.M. (EWP) The Pres1dent was greeted as he disembarked from the
traln by Governor Ellls Arnall of Georgla, Major General Levan C.- Allen,
.Commandant of the Infantry School Brlgadler Generals George Howell Com—

"ﬂ' mandant of the Parachute School and W Scott FUlton, Comnandlng General

Fort Bennlng The President's party entered waltlng motor cars and de— -
'parted at‘once'on’the inspection tour. ‘Riding w1th the Pre81dent at thls
j‘Juncture were Governor Arnall MaJor General Allen and Brlgadler General

Howell. The streets oi‘ practically the entire post large as it is, were :

__8__ ‘ ‘V‘/
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lined with troops.

Thé inspection party passed first through the ranks of the 29th
Infaﬁtry; which outfit rendered hénors to their Commander—in—Chief on
behalf of the entife post.

The next area visited was the Parachute School.'Here, all stages
of}parachute training were demonstrated for the President. .-He saw men en-
gaged in physical training, jumping from various platforms, from training

towers, and advanced students jumping from transport planes. Classes were
i .

also obsef%ed at work involving ground work. On the completion of this

phase ofvtﬁe inspébtioﬁ,»Brigédier General H&well'left the President's car
and Brigadier General Fulton joined the President. |
| ‘On the roﬁte from the Parachute School to the‘Infaptry Sghool‘
area the party paséed thréugh a formationfbfiééQerél thogsahd célored
troops; :A large number of them, newly arrived inductéeé,‘wére,éﬁill in
qivilién clothes. R o

At-thé %nfantryVSchool area every phase of the tréining of aA‘

infantryman was demonstrated for the President. On the rifle range -the

- recrﬁits were being instructed in the technique of rifle fire, the use of

the bayonet and in hand-to-hand fighting. Perhaps the most interesting
part of the show was the battle indodtrination attack demonstration,v
kﬁown as the "Platoon in the.Attaqk" —:a demonstration of an infantry“
attack‘supported‘by machine guns and mortars firing live ammuﬁition énd'.

tracer ammunition to make it realistic. This problem was executed by

: Officer candidates of the Infantry School and was very ably done under
- thg»superviéion and direction of Captain F. K. Westlake (the instructor),

  wh0 also narrated a running account -of it for the President and for a

-9 -
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lgroup of officer candidates then'present.' "Holiday Hill," our.plaoe of .
vantage for this show, afforded us an excellent.view'of~every phase of
the problem. The maneuverlwas performed under the most realistic condi~
tions possible - so realistic in fact that there was one actual casualty
.(wrist wound ) . |
Further along our route of inspection, we witnessed - from‘an—
other hilltop affording a natural vantage point - a group of officer
cand1dates§from the. Infantry School carrylng out a problem of defense
' agalnst an actual tank attack that was then in progress on the rolling
country down there before our eyes. This "natural" battleground, with a
few added‘haza.rds, v;'as a perfect one for such an attack and for testing
a defense,againet tank attack. The inetrnctor (First Lieutenant Wright)
also gave a running narrative of the maneuver end instructed the student
-officerstas the attack progressed. Tne Preeident seemed particularly im-
" pressed with this demonstration, and First Lieutenant Wright was called
over to the President's car, presented to the President and congratulated
by him on his fine leadership and work.

Nexi,dn our route here was an attack by offlcer candldates of the

Infantry School on a v1llage assumed to be held by an enemy, in which they ‘
demonstrated for the Pre81dent patrol mopplng—up tactlcs This was also E
very reallstlcally 81mulated but was not of the scope, or as ex01t1ng to E
us, as the 1nfantry attack or the tank defense demonstration seen earlier. , .%

‘As we were about to leave the Infantry School area, Major Gen- i
eral P. W. Newgarden, Commanding General Tereth Armored Division, was

presented to the President and then replaced Brlgadler General Fulton in

the President's car.

-~ 10 -
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We next toured the area occupied by tﬁevTenth Armored Division.
Here, light and medium tanks were deployed along our route. Fach veh’ele
had been named by its erew and the choice of names seemed to exemplify
the trend of thdught within our mechanized forces today. Two of the names
noted were "Hitler's Heafse" and "Hellzapoppin.™ An‘armored‘artillefy
battery, a tank destroyer‘cqmpany, and various other units of our mecha-
nized forces here,.inbluding some mobile machine shops, armored ambu-
lances, n%dio cars and repair cafs, were lined up for the Preeident’s
inspectioﬁ. 7

As we were about to leave the fort departure honors were ren-
dered by unlts of the Tenth Armored D1v131on, and MaJor Generals Allen
and Newgarden left the Pre81dent's car. Various other officers of the
fort also left our party here. The President and his offieial party then
proceeded' by motor caravan, to Warm Springs, arriving there at 6: :30 P.M.
The motor ride up from Fort Benning, although dusty in places was a most
pleasant change after three days' close confinement aboard train.-

Our train had proceeded £o Wérm Springs earlier in the afternoon
and was there when we afrived. |

On arrival at Warm Springs the President went first to the Little

White House, where he sat and chatted for a while with Governor Arnall.

That evening he attended a dinner given for him and his party by the Warm

Springs Foundation. After the dinner, he returned to the train to spend

" the night.

Friday 16 April

Mr. Leo DeWaard, post office inspector, arrived this morning

- 11 -
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with our first mail from,washiﬁgton and joined tﬁe official party for the
" remainder of the trip. | | v |

The President left the train at 10:00 A.M. and took to the wheel
of his Ford touring car to spend the day inspecting the Foundation prop-
erty and discussing business affairs. He took a swim in the Féundation
pool during the forenoon and visited with his old friends, the'Livi’ngs‘ton
Fryers. ‘During the afternoon he gavé a picnic lunch for his party and
‘the patienﬁ; at "The Knob." He returned to the train at.7zh5 P.M. and
entfained.:‘From the rear plaﬁform.of:the train he remarked to the crowd
that had waited'for hours to see him off, "I hope to get back fo see the
Warm Springs family once again this year." ‘

_Mr; Basil O'Connor, Honorable Leighton McCérthy,vand'Miss'Toi
Bachelder left us here at Warm Springs.

Our train pulled ouf of Wérm.Sprinéé‘ﬁfomptly at 8:00 P.M. (EWT)
for our nextyinépection stop at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, going via

Atlanta, Georgia, and Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Saturday 17 April

{Forenoon}

We arrived at Fort'Oglethorpe, Georgia (eight miles south of
Chattanooga, Tennessee), about 5:00 A.M. aﬁd were parked on a siding
inside the fort.

The President left the train at 10:00 A.M. and was met by Major
General William Bryden,‘Commanding General, Fourth Service Command (Head-
quarters at Atlanta, Georgia); Colonel Oveta Culp Hobby, Director Wbmen's.

Army Auxiliary Corps; Colonel Hobard B. Brown, Commandént of the Third

- 12 ~
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'WAAC Training.Center; and Colonel Duncan G. Richart, Post Gmnnander, Rid-
ing with ﬁhe President as we left the train were Major General Bryden,
Colonels Hobby and Brown. |

The inspection party drove first through the Chlckamauga National

Park to the Park Headquarters, where honors were rendered to the President

by a formation of three companies of WAAC traine&s and the Third WAAC:

Training Center Band (composed of 36 WAACs). Here the following officers
were pres%nted to the’President: Major Frank E. Stillman, Jr., Assistant
Comnandant, Third WAAC Training Center; First Officer Jean Kiendl, Assist-
ant Comnandant, Third WAAC Training Center; First Officer Melba Griffin,

Training Center Director' Second Officer Rose Wilkes, School Intelligence

‘ Offlcer, Second Officer Catherlne Falvey, School InSpector, and Thlrdw

Offlcer Geraldnne Crav1s Commander of the Honor Formatlon

From the Park Headqnarters the party then proceeded around the

Afort, pa581ng the scene of the Battle of. Chlckamauga, through the South

Post, the North Post, and thence to the parade ground, whereeone reglment

of WAAC trainees wes drawn up for review by'the President. As the Presi-

.dent approached thls area, Thundreds of WAAC trainees - ev1dently glrls

_only'recently enrolled and Just outfltted - who were in formatlon along

the border of the parade fleld momentarlly forgot their mllltary status

in thelr enthu31asm and excitement at seelng the Pre31dent unexpectedly,

'broke ranks, cheered him, began waving at h1m and started.to follow his

car. They quickly re-formed ranks, however.

V_»The review regiment, trim and natty in their khaki summer uni-

~ forms and drawn up by companies (24) on the far .side of the field, pre-

izeented a very striking and colorful picture. On the President's arrival

- 13 -
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.at the de81gnated spot, the WAAC band struck up'Qhe Star—Spangled Banner;'
"and the reglment stood at rlgld attention 1n trlbute to thelr Commander—
1n—Ch1ef The tralnees then passed in rev1ew before the Pre81dent and
Colonel Hobby, marching very smartly and with perfect rhythm It was re—
. marked that all these trainees were still undergoing their basic training
and that nOne of them had had more than four Weeks‘ serv1ce, also that
the WAAC triainees are all generally very adept at’ mllltary drill and that
cases of thelrénot belng able to "take 1t" are practlcally unknown. Ri-

valry among  them for company honors is keen, and all these factors facil-

1tate their tralnlng to a great degree

The parade ground here, whlch 1t is, understood was formerly a

“lake’ bottom, is unlqne in that it affords the person maklng the review a

s1multaneous and unbroken view of all the troops on ‘the fleld at one time:

This is p0831ble because the far 51de is sllghtly higher than the near
s1de, yet the general appearance is’ that of level ground | |
After the review, and while still on the parade fleld Second
Offlcer Nancy Johnson, Commander of the Review. Reglment . was presented '
to the Pre51dent and chatted w1th him for a few moments. Thlrd Offlcer f
Frances Ferkol - was AdJutant to Commander Johnson, but she dld not meet
. the Pre31dent.
The-review over, the President and hls party began theiretnrn7
drive to the traln, pass1ng along streets of the post lined with servipe
troops mostly negro truck drlvers - who are fast belng relieved by the -

WAACs and made available for duty elsewhere. The Pre81dent returned to :

the train at 10:55 A.M., and we departed Fort Oglethorpe at 11 OO A. M.

(EWT) for Camp Forrest, Tennessee.

- 1L -
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The weather was overcast and threatenlng on our arrival at Fort

5'Oglethorpe, but thls did not develop and we had good weather throughout

. the inspection.

Fort Oglethorpe is the home of the Third WAAC Tralnlng Center.
There are approximately 9,000 WAAC trainees here. Also stationed here
are approximately 2,000 service troohs (Army). This WAAC trainihg center
was opened on 25 January 1943. It is expected that 65,000 girls will

receive their basic training here this year. There is. but one advanced

' tralnlng scnool for the WAACs located here at present - the Cooks and

~ Bakers School - but a Motor Transport School is soon to be activated.

"~ All cars in the official caravan, except the President's car,h

. were driven by WAACs, who did excellently Second Offlcer Sarah lee

Justiss (WAAC Motor Transport Offlcer) was on hand to see that all our

transportation needs were_taken care_of.

Second Officer M. T. Hawkes (Public Relations Officer) was of -

great assistance. to members of the‘prese and the photographers in identi- -

- fying the various WAAC officers taking part in the show for the President.

Saturday - 17 April

(Afternoon)

Camp'Forrest; Tennessee (near,Tullahoma,rTennessee), is the home
of‘the 80th Division. Also stationed here are miscellaneous\Secon@,Army
troops. The approximate strength of this post is 37,000, which includes
troops'located in the‘adjacent maneuver area.. It is basically an advanced

training camp and the troops seen here appeared to be seasoned men and

ready for duty anywhere. Camp Forrest was recently so re-named. It

- 15 -
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formerly was known as Camp Peay. The 80th Division was Secretary Early's

division during World War I and it was a delightful occasion'for<Steveftov

be back amongst his old outfit, though he saw few, if any, familiar faces.

The camp area proper covers 13,000 acres;'the entire reservation, 72,000

acres. All buildings are Army style (temporary wooden bulldings)

Our train arrlved at. Camp Forrest at 2 30 P.M. We shifted to
Central War Tlme when we entered Tennessee from" Georgla. .The President
Was nmet here&by Governor Prentlce Cooper of Tennessee; Ineutenant General
Ben Lear, Commander of the Second Army, Major General Horace L McBride,
Comnanding General 80th D1v131on, and Mrs. McBrlde, ‘Brigadier General .
_d. ‘R. Sheetsz, Commandlng General, 1ith Field Artlllery Brlgade Brlgadler
General E. W. Searby, Camnandlng General 80th Division Artlllery;‘Colonel
Mlllard Waltz Post: Cmmnander, and Colonel C. C. Scott Commandlng Officer
of nearby Northern Alr F1eld.~ .

The PreSmdent left the train Veny’shortly after our arriral here.
‘ﬁiding with the President during the‘inSpection were Governor‘COOper;
Lieutenant General”Lear and Major General McBride. The party proceeded “
wflrst to an area near the edge of the post proper, where honors were ren—{
dered by an.honor detachment from.thek319th Infantry and the 318th’ Infantry‘
Bands. = The gun salute was fired from a field piece of the 314th Field Arf {.1dﬁ
Atiliery. we proceeded along a route thronéh the post, lined‘With troops,
to an area on the far side of the post, where the entire\89th~Division,”
(the complete combat division with all its detachments - approximateLY‘
115 000 troops) was in‘bivouao.v Their armament, and eQuipments whiohfwas,
promlnently displayed for the President, was most ominous looklng =

they had everything out, from socks to jeeps and’ long—barreled rlfl

- 16 - -
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These boys presented the appearance of well seasoned, and completely

éQuiﬁped, troops —‘neédy'for combat duty anywhere.' One. of théir officers
told us that all physically unfits. had been Weeded out_ffoi this division -
and those remaining were in tép phyéical‘c?ndition.\ |

| After an inspection.of the 80th: Division in bivouac, which in-
speétion'included'a drivé through the entire division, ﬁhe.party returned

to the area where. the honor detachment Was“dréwﬁ:up,vdéparture'hogors

'were.rendgfed, and the‘Presidentlreturned to the train. Before entrain-

ing, howeéer; he chatted for a while with Govérhor,Coopér, Lieutenant
General Lear - and MaJor General McBrlde |

At 3:30 P.M. (CWT) - we pulled out of Camp Forrest for Camp
Joseph T.‘Roﬁinéon,'Arkégsas, gplng’by way of Naghv1lle and Memphis,

Tennessee. .

Sunday 18 April

§Forenoon}

Cémp,Joseph T. Robinson (formerly known as Camp Piké)kis-lo—
‘cated'se§en miles north'of Little Rock. It is thé sité of the Army's only
Braﬁbh Imﬁaterial Replacement Training Center. Recruits are received here
for ?aéic‘training (13 weeks), at the completion of which thé'soldiers are
évailabielfdr assigﬁment to ény»bf the sevéral,branches of the ArmY‘(gir

ébrps, medical corps, signal corps, for inStance); The present strength. . .

.of Camp Robinson is approximately 44,000. These include approximately

s OOO COlored'troosz This camp was reactivated in February7l9a2 and
since that date 79, OOO men have been given thelr ba81c tralnlng here

. Our-train arrlved at Camp Robinson at 7:50 A.M., belng ‘brought

-17 -
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right‘into the camp} It was stlll raining llghtly on our arrlval but the
rain soon stOpped and the weather cleared, 50 that by 10:00 A M 1t was
qulte nice. However, 1t was de01ded to hold the Palm Sunday'serv1ces
indoors instead of in the huge outdoors bowl, as originally planned be—
cause of the wet seats and the heavy mud. (One of the first comments
overheard here concerned the fact bhab the President had brought them good
weather for a change and for that reason they were doubly glad to see him.)
There was cghsiderable evidence of recent heavy rains here - both in the
flelds of mud and in the almost unanimous and constant coughlng durlng

- the serv1ces.A~,

The President detralned at lO :00 A.M. and was met by Governor
Homer M Adklns of Arkansas, Brlgadler General Fran01s B. Mallon, Command—
1ng General, Branch Immaterlal Replacement Tralnlng Center, Brlgadler_
“General James E. Bayless, Commandlng General Medlcal Replacement Tralnlng
Center Brlgadler General W. H. Colbern, Commandlng General, 3071 Combat'
Team (colored troops), and Colonel Grover C. Graham, Post Commander Rld—“
~1ng Wlth the Pre51dent 1n hlS car durlng the act1v1t1es here were Governor
,bAdklns and Brlgadler General Mallon : ‘
o o The party proceeded first to the central part of the post where |
“honors were rendered by a battallon of tralnees from the B I. R T C. (14th
Tralnlng Reglment), thence on through the post and past the post hospltal
along streets llned with troops in 31ngle flle, at present arms | Behlnd
’thls long s1ngle llne Were more thousands of troops in company fronts. !
"As the Pres1dent passed. he was repeatedly greeted W1th enthu81ast1c cheers
:from.those troops not actually at attentlon. HlS answerlng‘waves brought t

untold dellght to the troops, as they had eagerly antlclpated this 31ght

- 18 -
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of their Commanderein—Chief but had not expected to be accorded such a~

: signal honor . There Was, perhaps, more enthusiasm shown here at the Pres~

s 1dent’s v151t than at any other place v151ted except possibly by the WAAC

trainees at Fort Oglethorpe on the prev1ous day.

| The hlghllght ‘of the visit here was the Palm Sunday serv1ce,
held at the fleld house and attended by the President and his party. The
Pre31dent entered the house to flnd a group of some 3,400 officers and-

troops presént to observe the serv1ce w1th him, The 51mple, yet 1mpres—

_ 81ve, serv1ce was conducted by Chaplaln Crawford W. Brown (First L1euten—
E ant Ghaplaln Corps U.S:A.) and 1ncluded a mas31ng of the colors of the

© various unlts statloned at Camp Roblnson. Perhaps the most outstandlng

part of the service was the fine 81ng1ng of the ch01r (lOO members, all

' male), whlch had been carefully selected from among hundreds of eager

\ i

After the Palm -Sunday. serv1ce, and as the Pre31dent was about

to leave the fleld house he waved a greetlng to the,offlcers and troops

present and was.answered by'a roaring cheer.. Outside thejfieldlhouse, he?"
chatted w1th Chaplaln Brown for a few mlnutes, remarklng to hlm how well}
those boys sang-

From the church service the Pre31dent and hlS party returned to

the traln, going by way of the area where the honor battalion was formed '

~ for departure honors. No gun salute was flred here. (Thls_was accordlng'

to prev1ous arrangement )

Our party on board the special train departed Camp Jbseph T.

Roblnson at 1 OO A M. for Camp Gruber, Oklahoma.

- 19 -
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 Sunday 18 April -

'NQAfternoon)-" -

We arrlved at Camp Gruber (near Braggs, Oklahoma) at 5 25 P M.
‘/The Pres1dent was met here by Magor General John E. Sloan, Commandlng Gen~
eral 88th Infantry D1v1s1on, ‘and” Colonel Harry C. Luck Post Comnander.
Rldlng w1th the Pre51dent durlng the 1nspectlon were MaJor Gen—»-
eral Sloap and Colonel Luck The 1nspectlon party toured the camp, over
4’streets llned w1th personnel of three artlllery groups and other mlscel—.-'
laneous organlzatlons statloned here, to the rev1ew1ng stand in front of»'
1the 88th Infantry D1v151on Headquarters. Here the Pre51dent rev1ewed the
- 88th Infantry D1v131on (15 OOO strong), led 1n review by Brlgadler General}
y Kurtz ThlS review was well done and the Pre51dent was exceptlonally{
well pleased w1th the flne appearance the d1v131on presented - ,
| Camp Gruber is a’ new post It was actlvated in May 1942 There
are statloned here some- 27 OOO trOOps mcludlng the 88th Infantry DlVl— |
s1on (not motorlzed), mlscellaneous Thlrd Army troops, and Tenth Corpsp
‘serv1ce troops we were told that the Ralnbow D1v181on was soon to bef
'reactlvated andeould traln here o |
After the review the Pre81dent and hlS party proceeded to one of -

" the camp ‘mess halls (bulldlng #329), where they had supper w1th a selected

group of soldlers, ap ro

"ately 300 men, chosen from all the dlfferentiI
unlts of the post andwseven‘young offlcers recent graduates of the Offl—
cers Candldate School.- Ihe offlcers were: Second laeutenants Ce01l Tlpton
(Marysv1lle Tennessee) and Charles N. McMullen (Abllene,_Texas), and”'
First Laeutenants Wesley w walton (woodlynne, New Jersey), Charles W

- 20 -
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Upstlll (Youngstown, Oh:Lo) s Robert F. Sawallls (Lime Rock Connectlcut), |

John W. Lyon (Belllngham, washlngton) and Murray W, Mthlry (Bessemer,
Alabama). The supper menu cons1sted of lettuce and radish salad, chlle
con carne, crackers, macaroni, candied carrots, French fried potatoes,
bread, butter,'ooffee’and cinnsmon rolls (with butter, sugar and cream on

the table for one to help himself). The President ate a very hearty meal,

- as was borne out by his after-dinner remarks. He told theAboys present

in thejmes%'hall, )
"T Just want to take the opportunlty while
I am here (I believe you represent many units of this
camp) to tell you I was very happy at the efficient _
and fine appearance, both of the division in’ review '
and the men along the route. I want to pay special )
tribute to your cooks. I don't get as good a meal as
that. 1n the White House: I only get butter for break-
fast - one little pat at that. You are very lucky to
be in the Army. I am glad to be here with you. You
- have a fine camp. I understand you have oompleted
~ your preliminary tralnlng and.soon will go- into more , i
-advanced work; then you will be.ready for active ser-
vice, in all probability, overseas. Just where, I
don't know. I couldn't tell you if I knew.. I con-
gratulate all the units of Camp Gruber. " g

Colonel M. W. Peck Post Supply Offlcer, and ‘Second laeutenant:s

- Eﬁward A Stone, Asolstant Commandant of the Cooks and Bakers School
’superv1sed the serv1ng of the meal, which Colonel Peck sald Wwas "100 per
fcent G.I." and that nothing had been added to, or detracted from, the bill
Aof fare that boys all over the camp were having for supper that nlghtz
’ He also remarked that this was the flrst time in hlstory, to hlS knowl-

, edge, that the Army had ever had a flood of anxiousland willing volﬁn-

teers for K.P.”duty. It seems they all wanted the great honor of p0331bly

‘serv1ng thelr Commander~1n—Ch1ef

After hlS short talk, the following officers, in addition to the

| | ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIQN =
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young officers previously mentioned, were presented to the President:;\‘
Brigadier Generals Paul ‘Kendall, Guy Kurtz and Paul Mallett; Colonels
C. R. Miller, M. W. Peck, R. J. McBride, W. E. M. Devers; Lieutenant

Colonel P. E. Sisney; and Major C. F. Brundage.

The party returned to the train after the supper , arriving about
7:15 P.M. Our train laid over here until 6:15 A. M., Monday, 19 Aprll

when we departed Camp Gruber for Tulsa, Oklahoma.

* Monday 19 April

We arrlved at the Douglas A:chraft Company!'s Tulsa Plant (10 -
miles northeast of Tulsa, Oklahoma) at 9: 50 A. M The Premdent detralned‘
at 10:05 A. M. 5 and was met here by Governor R. S Kerr of Oklahoma, ‘
| Colonel H. A Strauss, Army AlI‘ Force Res:Ldent Representatlve, “and Mr ’
H 0. lellla.ms Douglas Alrcraft Compa.ny s Tulsa Plant manager
As the party left the traln rldlng in the car with the Pres-
ident were Governor Kerr, Mr. Ted Conant (Douglas Vlce Pres1dent) and
Mr. WJ.ll:Lams The party drove through the main building and w:Ltnessed , |
the fabrlcatlon of parts for the A-2l, - (Dauntless) dive bomber, saw the
-work along. the 2 OOO-—foot assembly line for the A—Zh's and the 4,000-foot .
assembly line for the B—th?s;( thence thrOugh the paint shop, past the
hangar, where some' 300 Armyvycadets were "lined up for ‘inspeotiona These
cadets are undergoing-‘kprelinlinary flight training at the Spartan School
of Aviation, which is adjacent to the Douglas Plant here. From the hangar
the party returned to the trainside, where the President sat and chatted
with Governor Kerr, and was later introduced to Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Jones

H(he is Collector of Internal Revenue for Oklahoma); Mr. and Mrs. France

- 22 -
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Paris (he is Democratic State Chairman and a Member of the State Highwax

" ‘Commission of Oklahoma); and Mrs. Kerr, wife of the Governor.

Just before entraining, the President was presented with a model
of the A-26 (Douglas-designed light attack bomber) by Otis Smallwood, rep-
resenting the Douglas Tulsa employees. Mr. Smallwood,'a tool and die

maker, was selected for the honor of making the presentation because he

was the shop suggestion award winner.

The Douglas Plant at Tulsa was completed 1 July 1942. It is
government owned and contractor Operated. There are six principal build-
ings (manufacture and assembly building;'maintenance, boiler room and

refrigeration building; administration building; hangar; paint shop; and

cafeteria building). All buildings are of the same type - structural

steel, masonry and pre-fabricated steel sheeting with fibre glass insu-
latedealls; built-up asphalt roof on insulated steel deck; smooth coh-
cretelflooring ﬁhroughout°~and air?conditioued - The main building is
L, 000 feet long and 320 feet wide, w1th a productlon area of 1,498,400
square feet. (This is more than BA acres and capable of containing 22
regulatlon-s1ze ‘football flelds )

This plant assembles . Consolldated B—2A’s (leerators) from com-

ponent parts trucked to Tulsa from the Ford WillOW'Run plant It manufac-

tures and assembles Douglas- A-24 (Dauntless) d1ve bombers, and is now

toollng for the manufacture and assembly of-Douglas*designed light attack

bombersr(Ar26).' Deliveries of this model are scheduled to begin next

winter The modification and special combat preparation for forelgn duty

i - of many other powerful heavy, medium and llght bambers, and cargo airships
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g‘.sv alsov accomplished here. The plant employs 14,000 persons, 55 per cent
of whom are women. They anticipate building up to 37, 500 employees.
| | The President and his party entrained at ll:lOvA.M., and very
soon afterwards ouh train departed.'Tulsa for FOrt Worth. We arfived at
Fort Worth at 7'°30 P.M., where a 30—m1nute operating stop was made and
our - party swelled by the arrlval and JOlnlng up of Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs.
Elliott Roosevelt and her two chlldren (Ruth Cha.ndler and Elliott, Jr.),
HonorabLe Sumner Welles (Under Secretary of State), Ambass ador Franc1sco
Castillo Na.gara. (of Memco) Mr. Philip Bonsal (Head of Latin Amerlcan
Division, Department of State), MaJor General Edwin M. Watson, Honorable )
‘Marvin H. Mcintyre and Miss Malvina Thompson. ‘The train departed at
8:00 P.M. for Laredo, Texas and Monterrey, Nuevo Leon,. Mexico.

* During the early afternoon, while enroute Tulsa to Fort wOrth

the Pres:.dent held his first press conference of the trlp.

Tuesday - 20 April

We arrived at Laredo, Texas, at 11:00 A.M. (GWT) and departed
© Laredo at 11: 115 A M., via the Mexican National Railways and in charge of
E .a Mex:Lcan rallroad ‘crew. We crossed the International Boz_'der;and into
Mexico at 11:23 AM '(CWT)‘," or 10:23 YA.M. (Mexican time). 'At Sanchez
Crossing, below Laredo » We were Joined by Ambassador and Mrs. Messersmlth ‘A
and Mex:Lcan Foren.gn MJ.nlster and Mrs. Padilla for the trip to Monterrey.
The trlp south from Laredo to Monterrey was uneventful and
through un:.nt,erestm’g/c‘ountry. O‘ccasionally we passed an adobe’ village.
(they were usually diylepidated and deserted-looking), but the country in

the main was desert'land‘and populated only by mesquite trees. " The route
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of our train was guarded by very widely dispersed mounted éavalrymen
(Mexican).

_President Roosevelt's specialbtrain arrived at Monterrey at

4:00 P.M. (Méxican time). President Camacho's train was already there, on

a’siding;yheaded north toward Laredo. Our train pulled on by President
Camaého's tréin and then.backed onto the same siding, so ‘that when our
train finally stop;ed, the‘privaﬁe cars of the two Presidernts were end-
to-end, wiﬁ? the street over which the automobile caravan was to proceed
separating‘%hg two tréins. |

As our train approached Monterrey, 18 planes of the Mexican Air

Force flew over in aérial salute to President Roosevelt and to welcome

-him to Mexico.

As soon as we hadvari'ived, President Camacho and Mrs.. Camacho -
came on boérdvour train to greet President and Mrs. Roosevelt.

An'hénor guard of Mexican troops was on hand at the trainside,
and as President Roosevelt and President Camacho left.the train t,rfey' were
gfegfed by a zl—gun.salute and a tumultuous ovation. The mi%itary'Ban@

played ruffles for President RooséveltAand "The Starfspangled Banner! as

~.the Stars and Stripes were slowly hoisted to the peak. Then came honors

to President Cémacho,mdth the playing of the very lengthy Mexican national

anthem and the hoisting of the Mexi can colors;‘ It was néticed that the

. Mexicans (both civilian and military personnel) are very lax in honoring
‘their flag or their national-anthem. If the officers get tired of salut-

o ing,;they'merely remove their hats.

" Honors over, the part& embarked in waiting motor cars - amid

‘\éme‘slight confusion, as it seemed that some of the autos in the caravan

- 25._
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