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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIq~ 

l'ilarch 16, 1945. 

The PrJ::siden t has authorized that you be 
given a personal copy of the i'ol..L.ovving aescribed 
logs of his official travels. 

The Presia.ent directs that for the present, 
and until the termination of the war, these logs 
be considered in 8.. "hLi:>ThICTl!,l)1I ::;tatus; that none 
of the Iaaterial contained in the l~gs shall be 
used for republication in any form; or that the 
contents be discussed so that 4uotations may be 
used for publicution. 

IV ILbON BROVVi'J, 
Vice hUlairal, U. b.N . , 

Naval ~ide to the Presiaent. 
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LOG 

OFT HE 

PRE SID E NT'S 

T RIP 

TO 

; " 

AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST" 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 

1943. 
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ORIGINAl,. A_TIRED FOR PRE~ERVATIq~ 

THE PRESIDENT'S PARTY 

THE PRES]DENT 
Honorable Harry L. Hopkins. 
Admiral William D. Leahy, U.S.N. 
Rear Admiral Wilson Brown, U.S.N. 
Rear AdmiraltRoss'T. McIntira-, (MC), U.S.N. 
Major General Edwin M. Watson, U~ S. A. 
Lieutenant Commander George A. Fox, (HC), U.S.N. 
Lieutenant (jg) William M.Rigdon, U. S.N. 
Warrant'Officer Albert M. Cornelius, U.S.A.** 
Steward First Class Arthur 'H. Prettyman, U. S.N. (Retired). 

Colonel Elliot ~oosevelt, A.U.S. Oran-Tunis-Cairo-Teheran
Cairo-Tunis. 

L'ieutenant F:ginklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., 
~ , U.S.N.R. 

Major DeWitt Greer, A.U.S. 

Major George H. Dumo, A.U.S. 

Sergeant Robert Hopkins, A. U.S. 

Oran to TUJ;lis. 
Oran-Tunis~Cairo-~eheran
Cairo-Tunis-Dakar***. - , 

Master Sergeant Hubert Caldwell, A.U.S, 

Tunis-Cairo~~eheran-Cairo
Tunis-Malta-Sicily-Tunis
Dakar***. 
Tunis-Cairo~Teheran~Cairo

Tunis-Malta-Sic,ily-:Tunis. 
Tunis-Cairo-Teheran-Cairo
Tunis-Da.kar***. 
Cairo-Teheran-Cairo-Tunis
Malta-:Sicily. 

Major John Boettiger, A.U.S. 

Secret Servlce Detail 

Guy H.!?paman. 
WilmerM. Deckard. 
Walter A. Haman. 
Gerald A. Behn***. 

Michael ]'. Reilly 
Robert Holmes 
James,J.Rowley' 
Frank -B. Wood 
Robert Hastings 
Roy H. Kellerman 
Howard S. Anderson 
James Griffith 

James M. -Beary. 
Charles W. Fredericks. 
Neil A. Shannon. 
Vernon D. Spicer***. 

Oran to Washington. 
Or an to Washington***. 
Tunis (11-20-43) to Washington. 
Tunis (11-20-43) to Washington. 
Cairo (11-22-43) to Washington. 
Ca'iro (11-'22"-43) to Washington. 
Cairo (11-22":'43) to Washington***. , 
Cairo (11-22-43) toW?-shington***. 

Cooks arid Stewards (for entire trip except as noted). 

Chief Std. Sotero Abiba, U.S.N. ** 
Chief Std. Federico CalinaQ~ li. S.N. 
Chief Std .. Pio Estrada, U. S.N. 
Chief Cook ~riana Floresca, U.S.N~ 

Chief Std. Irineo Esperancilla, U.S.N. 
Chief Cook CeledonioOrdona, U;S. N. 
Chief Cook Alfredo'Orig, U.S.N. 
Chief Cook Leoncio Enrico, U.S.N.** 

Notes: **Did not make trip to Teheran; remained in Cairo. 
***Proceeded from Dakar to Washington by aircraft. _ 
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Arrived 
Hour Date 

2238, 11 Nov. 
0336, 12 Nov. 
1753, 12 Nov. 
0715, 20 Nov. 
1403, 20 Nov. 
0935, 22 Nov. 
1500, 27 Nov. 
1435, 2 D~J~. 

1540, 7 De'b. 
. 0950, 8 Dec. 
1402, 8 Dec. 
1630, 8 Dec. 
1810, 9 Dec. 
1619, 16 Dec. 
0850, 17 Dec. 

, l ' - . c 

ORIGI'NAL Rt;TIREO FOR PAESEAVATtqlll 

• .-J 
ITINERARY 

1 943 
Place 

Washington, D. C. 
Quantico, Va. 
Cherry Point, Va. 
Hampton Roads, Va. 
Oran, Algeria. 
Tunis, Tunisia. 
Ctiiro, Egypt. 
Teheran, Iran. 
gai;t'o, Egypt. 
Tunis, Tunisia. 
Malta. / 
Caste1vetrano, Sicily. 
l'unis; Tunisia. 
Dakar, SenegaL 
Cherry Point, Va. 
Washington, D. C. 

Total distance traveled 

-11-

P.e~arted Distance 
Hour Datd Traveled 

2130, 11 Nov. 
2244, i1 Nov. 35 
0951, i"2 Nov. 63 
0006, 13 Nov. 57 
1040, 20 Nov. 3806 
2240, 21. ijov. 653 
0707, 27 Nov. 1851 
0946, '2 Dec. 13.10 
0820, 7 Dec. 1:290 
0809, 8 Dec. 1571 
1310, 8 Dec. 310 
1535, 8 Dec. 164 
0635, 9 Dec. 1.55 
21.00, 9 Dec. 2425 
1725, 16 Dec. 3654 

98 
---------------

17,442. miles. 
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10:25 a.m. 

10:40 a.m. 

2:03 p.m~ 

2 :20 p.m. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIqI:4 

villages and skirting Lake Sebra D'Oran. 

The President arrived at La Senia airport, left his 
automobile and embarked in his, plane at once. The 
plane, a Douglas C-54 transport (#950) was manned by 
the following pilots, and crew, who, with this same 
plane handled the President on all his air travels 
about North ,Africa and the Middle Easton this 
particular expedition: 

Pilot 
Co-pilot 
Navigator 
Flight Engineer -
Radio Officer 
Steward 

Major Otis F. Bryan, A.U.S. 
First Lieut. R. F. Brown, A.U.S. 
First Lieut., G.: Cushing, A.U.S. 
Second Lieut. R. Darst, A.U.S. 
Second Lieut. F. Wardlow, A.U.S. 
Second Lieut~ Sanford Fox, A.U.S. 

The President's plane departed La Senia airport for 
Tunis. In the President's plane were: The President, 
Franklin D. Jr., Mr. Hopkins, General Eisenhower, 
Admiral" Leahy, General Watson, Admiral Brown, Admiral 
MG:!;iltire , Lieutenant (j g) Rigdon, Secret Service Agents 
Reilly, Spaman and Fredericks, and Steward Prettyman. 

Our route to Tunis followed the North African coast 
line. We were joined by a fighter-plane escort at 
Dellys and had such escort from there on to Tunis. 
Because of the strong headwinds and cross-winds en
counte~ed, we found the trip rather bumpy. 

The President's plane arrived at El Aouina airport, 
12 miles northeast of Tunis. Air distance traveled 
Oran to Tunis, 653 miles. 

The very first thing noticed at El Aouina was the 
vast number of wrecked German aircraft still on the 
ground in this vicinity. 

Co16n~1 Elliot Roosevelt, who had flown in his own 
plane from Oran, was on hand at El Aouina to meet 
his father. 

The president disembarked and left the airport for 
Guest Villa No.1 (appropriatley called the "White 
House"· by those on. duty 'here) in carthage. We were 
tol"d that this villa had been used by the G€rman 
commander during their occupation of Tunisia. ~t is 
now being used by General Eisenhower whenever he 
visits Tunis, and was turned over to the president 
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5:00 p.m .. 

by General Eisenhower, for his personal use. The 
President rode in General Eisenhower's official 
car with the General and his sons, Elliot and 
Franklin D. Jr. Enroute to his villa the President 
stopped to view the ruins of Old Carthage (The Lions 
Den and the Arophi theatre) • The "White' House","villa 
is situated right on the 'shore of the Gulf of Tunis. 
Cape Bon can be seen in the distance across the Gulf. 

Sergeant Robert Hopkins, U.S. A., joined his father 
and the .President's'party here. He is on duty at. the 
front in Italy with the Fifth Army, and is a Signal 
Corps photographer. -While he was with the Pres iden t ' s 
party he served as official photographer. 

Major George H. Dumo, A.U.S., also joined the 
President's party here, and served as Press :Relations 

.~, Officer. Major Durno had come from Washington by 
air and was on hand when, we arrived. 

During the afternoon Colonel E. D. Cook, U.S.A., ' 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Commander Northwest African 
Air Force, presented the President with a piece of 
metal from the fuselage of a German ~bomber that had 
just recently been s40t down over . Italy. 

As soon as he had settled down in his quarters, the 
President -summoned Lieutenant Rigdon and he worked on 
official mail that had been delivered to us on our 
arrival at Oran. There were no legislative bills 
in this particular mail pouch. The President worked 
for two hours with this mail, clearing it up • 
completely. 

The President left his villa for La ¥arsa airfield 
-!,here,. from a jeep, he inspected Colonel Elliot 
Roosevel t' s air squadron (Northwest African Photo. 
Reconnaissance Wing), which is comprised of approxi
mateiy 6, 000 Allied .airmen (U.S.',; ~:ritish and French) • 
The American component is the 90th 'Wing Reconnaissance 
Squadron. Approximately 2,800 of the 6,000' were 
present for ,the inspection. The Presi'dent then 
returned directly to his villa. 
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8 :00 p.m. 

ORIGINAL RgTIRED FOR PRESERVATtqt:4 

. Dinner at the President's villa with Miss Kay 
Somersby (General Eisenhower's chauffeur) and 
Miss Nancy Gatch {Red Cross worker and daughter 
of Rear Admiral T. L. Gatch, U.S.N.}, who were 
guests of Franklin, Jr., and Elliot, Admiral Leahy, 
General Eisenhower, GeneralSpaatz, Air Chief Marshal Arthur 
Tedder, Franklin, Jr., and Robert Hopkins. 

After dinner the President talked for some time 
with General Eisenhower.:!?efore retiring, the 
President announced t},lat he w·ould delay his 
scheduled departure from Tunis from 6' :00 a. m. , 
:Sunday, until 10:30 p.m., Sunday. It had been 
explained to the President that it was the usual 
pract ice hereabouts to depart at that lat'e hour 

;';1 on flights to Cairo. The night flight eliminated the 
need for fighter escort and was considered safer 
and more comfortable for the President. 

Sunday, November 21.st. 
(At Tunis) 

There we~e no callers during the forenoon. 

12:00 noon. The President left his villa, together with General 
Eisenhower, General. Watson; Admiral Brown, Admiral 
McIntire, to make an automobile tour of the Medjez 
el Bab and Tebourba battlefields. Three trucks loaded 
with armed U.S.A. military policemen were in the 
convoy, one 'ahead of the President's car and two 
astern of his car. Eight MP's mounted on motorcycle~ 
led the convoy and cleared our route of all other 
traffic. We skirted the city of Tunis to the north, 
passing along in front of the palace of the ·Bey of 
Tunis and by some of the ruins of the Roman Aqueduct, 
and then continued on to th~ rolling plains of the 
battlefields areas. General Eisenhower rode with 
the President and described to him what a bitter 
fight it had been at Medjez el Bab and at Tebourba 

. and how the Allied bTe~k through, first at Medjez 
.el Bab and subsequently at Tebourba, had brought 
about almost immediate German collapse and had given 
us compl~te control of this entire area. 
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1:25 p.m. 

ORIGINAL Ri;TIREO FOR PRESERVATIq~ . 

The party stopped near Medjez el Bab for a picntc 

lunch. ImmediatelY,we halted, a cordon of armed 

MP's was thrown around the party while we lunched. 

While stopped here Admiral Brown found a native 

horseshoe on the ground beside the President's car. 

He, Admiral Brown, and General Ei~enhower posed for 

photographs holding the horseshoe beside the President's 

car. 

After lunch, the party proceeded on through Tebourba 

and back to Tunis to complete the circuit. 

The entire party was very conscious of how recently this 

world-deciding battle of Tunisia had been fought and 

were amazed to find how few scars had been left on the 

":'countryside. Few buildings showed serious damage. 

This was due, we were told, to precision bombing. 

The best example of precision bombing was to be seen 

in the port area of Tunis. This particular section 

was almost completely demolished, while buildings 

outside the port area -- in some cases just one block 

away -- were apparently untouched. 

Already the people of this area have returned to 

normal country lives. The farms are very well cared for. 

Nume'rous shepherds and their flocks were observed. 

Presumably these flocks were hidden in the hills and 

back country during the German occupation. 

The roads are generally good. There were s,ome rough 

spots which had been caused by bombs, land mines 

and artillery fire. 

The many Arabs noted were clothed in their picturesque 

garb -- red turbans and flowing gowns. The French 

natives were clothed in normal Western dress. Some 

farmers wore turbans and costumes like the ancient Turks. 

It was noted that plowing was being done by various 

means -- by horse, by oxen, and, in one instance, by 

mechanized equipment~ 

A number of other things of interest were also noted, 

such as: 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIq~ 

Hill 609 (in the center background) 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATtqt:l 

Burned-out tanks (American and German) and 
other vehicles, still on battlefield where 
destroyed. 

Tank traps and tank barriers still on battlefields. 
Operational air fields, from which planes were 

operating to enemy territory on tactical missions. 
Blown-up German ammunition dumps. 
Uncleared land-mine fields. These had been marked 

and roped-off. 
Defensive positions still standing. Many fox holes 

observed. 
French military and French Red Cross convoys on 

the move eastward. The Red Cross convoy, it was 
observed, was staffed entirely by French women. 

Hill 609, the scene of perhaps the heaviest concen-
;.~ trat ion of art illery fire in this war to date. 

3:45 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

10:10 p.m. 

A flight of 51 medium bombers (United States Army 
Air Force) returning from a tactical mission over 
the European Continent. Some of the ltv's" were 
not complete, indicating that this particular 
flight suffered combat losses. 

Vast supplies of our ammunition and bombs stored 
along the highways and in the fields. It was 

widely spread so as to minimize loss and damage 
in case of an enemy raid. 

A large salvage dump filled with burned-out tanks 
and other vehicles. This was near Medjez el Bab. 

A number of military cemeteries -- one American 
and several German. All appeared very well kept. 

An Arab tribe on the move with their camel caravan 
.headed for greener lands we were told. We also saw 
a number of camel herds grazing in the distant 
fields. 

We arrived back at the President's villa. No 
mishaps or untoward incidents occasioned the tour. 

Dinner at the President's villa. The President had 
as his guests': Elliot, Franklin, Jr., Admiral 
Leahy, Admiral Brown, Admiral McIntire and General 
Watson. 

The President and his party left the President's 
villa, by auto, for El Aouina airport to embark 
for Cairo. 
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10:40 p. m. 

9:35 a.m. 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PAESEAVATIq~ 

The President's plane departed El Aouina airport 
(Tunis) for Cairo. Passengers in the President's 
plane were: -The Pres ident, Mr. Hopkins, Admiral 
Leahy, Admiral Brown, Admiral McIntire, General 
Watson, Lieut-Comdr. Fox, Secret Service Agents 
Reilly, Spaman-and Fredericks and Steward Pretty
man. This plane had two sleeping berths, so the 
President and Mr. Hopkins turned in soon after 
their departure from Tunis. 

Except for Admiral Leahy, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff party had proceeded on to Cairo earlier in 
the day. 

Lieutenant Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., U.S.N.R., 
"left his father at the El Aouina airport, to 
proceed and rejoin his ship at Gibraltar. The 
MAYRANT had been damaged by enemy bombers at 
Palermo and was due to leave Gibraltar soon for 
a U.S, Navy yard for repairs. 

Monday, November 22nd. 
(Enroute. Tunis to Cairo, and at Cairo) 

The President's plane landed at Cairo West airport 
(a Royal Air Force field). This was some two and 
one-half hours after plane number two of our party 
had arrived from Tunis, and the late arrival caused 
some concern at the field as to the President's 
safety. Two different groups of fighter-planes had 
been at appointed rendezvous at the scheduled times 
but each failed to make contact and eventually had 
to return to their base for refueling. The President's 
plane, it developed, had detoured southward as far 
as latitude 280 -00'-00" north and had then turned 
northward and followed the course of the River Nile 
up to Cairo. This route took them over the Sphinx 
and the Pyramids. 

The air distance from Tunis to Cairo, over the 
route flown by the President's plane,was 1851 miles. 
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