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~ For your infor"":"' n -and th
"?mtereeted nersons, ‘this 13 to adviaa you t
view of. the early temination of the War Reru éa k
Vf,ii——iBoard, over&-all reaponeibuity for ‘the rEmerg 'noy
7 Refugea shelter at ort: Ontario,n

B J V‘ New Yo!'k,
-hag been tranarerrad rrom the. Wap nerugee Board to
the Department of the Interiox'.

Very tmy :Voura,
!S’x;’zmrl) Florafits Eq&e‘!, )

: Florenoe Hodel
Aasiatant Exeocutive Director

/ i
Agudaa Iarael of Amem.oa, ‘_
\‘z New York 10, Hew Yom. ‘ . . o :

é6p EBT:inp 6/26/l5
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- Board to fransmit-to Mr, Sternbuch-in Switzerland the message

“should any. information concerning their whersabouts be obtained:

It ‘wonld be contrary: Yo the' estahlished policy of’

contained in the letter dated April 24, 1944, to Nr, Pehle

of similar neuagoa ‘which vould tely v J
communication facilities of the ‘State Department ‘lhﬂo o
ting that the persons mentloned in: t.he Jproposed mossage are-dis- -
tinguished religious leaders, the ir: ‘
would require the Board to do.likewise:
of far less 1nd:|.v:ldul hporte.uo

A further reason for doclin;lng ‘to transmit the message is -
the two-fold danger to which the perscis sought way be subjected -

by the enemy authorities, In the first place, thoro is th
poseibility that, in the transmission of the names of these au
tinguished perscus from Switserland to Shrnbuch'- agents :h: ony¢

able to the enexy, The: second danger is ﬂnt, 4n searching for
the persons involved, Sternbuch!s agents ﬂght ‘be being tol.lond

by enemy: police and ihls inadvertently % 3
places of the persons the Agudas Israel vilho to did,




90i Mr Lesser
FROItiylon Standish

1% would be contrary to,Ahs established policy of the
Board to transnit 10 Mr, Sternbuoh in Switserland the message L
contained in the-letter dated April 24, 1944, to Hr¢ Pehle -

“fron Rabbd Eldeser SilveF, president of the Agudas Ieruel of
Amerions. The Board has committed itself to the policy of .qone . :

- benteating 14 resoue efforte on gioupe yather then individualse,
Furthermore; the acceptance of n message ‘of this ‘type: would open
the way for, and make refusel difficult of hunireds of thousands
of sinllar messages which would completely overwhelm the: present
.conmunication faeilitier of the State Departsent, VWhile adnit~
ting that the persons mentioned in’ the proposed nessage sre dis
tinguiehed religious leaders, the tranamission of the nessage
would require the Boapd %o do likewise in the cases of persons
of far less individual importance,

A further reason for declining to transmit the message is
the two-fold danger to which the persons sought may be subjected
should any information coneerning their whersabouts be obtained
by the enemy muthorities, In the first place, thers is the
poseibility that, in the transmission of the nanes of thece dige
tinguished persons from Switserland to Sternbuch's sgents in eneay
arsas, a leak may ocour through which the names may become availe-
able to the enemy, - The second donger is that, An searshing for
the persons involved, Sternbuch's agepts nmight be being followed
by eneny police and th insdvertently lead them to the hiding
Places of the pergons the Agudas Isrmel wishes to aid,

——m g



;/RABBI EL!EZER SILVER Pmldenl'
JACOB ROSB\IHEIM Honorary President

. Viee- Pres«dents :

- RABBI SOLOMON Rif
RABBI-SOLOMON_ HYMAN .~ - = --"0 0 -~ il

- RABBI JOSHUA BAUMEL ~ e E

* Executive Chalrmen
RABBI DR, 1. LEWIN
RABBI E. M. BLOCH
'MICHAEL G. TRESS:

Treasurers VMr 7 Im Pehla Sl
o :
:)SASC:EQMR%ND Director,: War Rerugee Board 3
' ' ,Wash:lpgton, Dy G -
D:reclor ik : .

RABB!I'S. EICHENSTEIN Déar M, Pehle:

o At that time you favored the auggeetio
| _furnish the parties in question,  We savmit «
: candidates whom we think would.fit for this purp
Dr, Isaac lewinl, 230 Riverside Drive, New York Cif;
bmith" Editor” of Every Friday, Cineinnati, Ohio; Rabbi Osear Z.
72 ¥, 106 Street, Hew York City.

A1l the above mentioned know the Europeean continent well;.
were active in rescue work. “aving rescue cormitties in Sw 1tge
and Turkey,~wo would especially like to have one in Portugal, -
‘prospectively Spain, in order to concentrate on all nsutral nations
bordering the invaded countries.

. We atress our interest in Dr. Lewin especially, 08805848
N all the qualifications necessary:for ‘th;a type of. work.!:Dr. lLewin
i % “ie a- scholer énd is femiliar with international and diplomatiec

undertakings. Us spoaks English,-Polish, French, liabrew, Yiddish,

and German fluently, besides other langusges,. He is highly respsoted-
by the Polish Government in-Ektle; and by it's agencies as we
by various fmbassies, wiom ho gpproached in behalf of - our organiza 1on
concerning rescue work.

B ~ Wo also, at the time of wur appdi tment, ol'mpha's'
need of having the opportunity of sending massages 8f inquiry to’
-comnittees abroad., You suggested we send you & triel messege, and

that you would try to send it through our Department of tafte.

Agudas [srael aims 1o solve all problems conhoming Jewry in the spirit of Torah and Tradition




we. ‘would’ appraciate haviig the encl;ked massag
ternbueh, Ghairman or our:Committe

“cons1iefation,—

. President -




o The iclloung message is to ‘be sent to the Arexrican nhassadoex fu
Yzerland to transml*' it e u’.::- Sternbueh\ - "

AND TOSE'PH FEIVE,SQN oF ':

'—L‘F TARNCH* ISRL._‘ S"TQ(‘ oF UST_’RLYI&! D(‘LI\E'

' &o‘mo. :

© AGUDAS TSRATL OF AMERICA

e 1 3744 g
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JA28 NL-CINGINNATI,O
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BEJNG IMPORTANTLY ENGAGED HERE s

LATE WOULD APPREC IATE ARROINTMEN

TUESDAY MARCH 21ST INSTEAD MARCH. .20
RABBJ E L sanER; :

UNDAY MARCH,I_;'

19 21 205 : By




In rgply plem

Doar Rnbbi s.uven .

 Thank yon ror ymn' letterotl’ y 29,
IQ“, oui,lining suggestions and information for the.

_-aid of the Wer netug« Board in for-uhu.ug m nm R

progm.: L e

s !ovr cooperation ard pwonpt mapqm to our
i requeat for-advice are. greatly apprecisted.  We shall
- give very careful consideration:to tha: suggeations

and information which you hva adnmd. :

Very truly yours,
(ignea) 3, . Pehle °

Je We Pehle E
Acting Executive, Direoter

Rabbi Bliexer Silver,
President, -

Aaudua Tsrael of dnorioa,
[
Nu !ork 10, Pow York,




’ WAtkl;'ns g.0mal.
Tetephones. { CHelsea 2-9515°

AGUDAS ISRAEL OF AMERilCA mAUTﬂoaI‘rY

¥ail & Filze '

ABBI ELIEZER SILVER I e;{de;.é

JACOB ROSENHEIM Hono ry Pres!dem

T V:ce-Presrden(s A - E
RABBI. SOLOMON FRIEDMAN i L e : Lo d

RABBI SOLOMONRYMAN — ~ =~ o e \V Lt
RABBI JOSHUA BAUMEL- "~ ..~ " .. S A -],h.,. BN Ay .,h.,,,., :

E"“‘""’e Chal”“e" o ) - Lo Februury 29, 1944 i

RABBI DR. 1: LEWIN - :

RABBI E. M BLOCH-
MICHAEL G: TRESS -

" M4r. John Pehle

Tresturers: - .~ Director, War Refﬁgee Board

ISAAC MASEL: L Treasury Bunding : -

OSCAR Z-RAND .- .* Room 164 . .. - ’ - S T

Diiector 'tWEshinston. D. C.. R i s : LT -

RABB) S. EICHENSTEIN
) Dear Mr. Pehle:

. The® Agudaa Iarael of America as'@ iindependent organization ot
forthodox Jewry with effiliations all over the world, has mﬁintained
a rescue service.through:its branches: in: ‘every country: -Agudas Israel
- tried to"rescue a&s many souls as “possible “from. “Germany,. Austria;
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Lithuania, latvia etc, "The Americen Consuls-
. all over the world were 1ncessantly eontacted by Agudas Israal for:
.. the rescue of olr untogtunata co-religioniats who were especially
endangered b/ ‘the Nazi-rule and its later invaaion. i

The ceamittee on rescue and relief work “of Agudas Israel af
. careful mediation, proposes the following ‘8teps to be considered by
+the War Refugee Board.

l-A large amount of money . should be. appropriated for the
Fescue work of thousands of individuals who in accordance

‘- with recent reports are hiding in forests around. the
Polish-Hungarisn-Slovekisn border, in.churches and. various
plages, whose life is endangered every moment. There is a
possibility to smuggle them across the border to the
satellite nations, or even to neutral countries. . This
rescue work requires greater-sums because the smugglers

\ demand large amounts per. oapita. ‘g '

2-To gedure visas in countries out of the war zone; such
as Turkey, Syria, Palestine, Persia, as well as all'
countries of Northern Africa end the Americas,

3-Heutral countries such ss Turkey, Portugal, Sweden,
Spain end Switzerland should be approached to grant:
transits to larger quantities of refugees esdcaping
the inveded continent. We think if proper assurance
would be given to the mentioned nations that the
fleeing refugees would be later teken care of and

Agmf&s Israel aims to sotve all problems confronting Jewry in the spirit of Torah and Tradition



- “gxpet “by ‘American’ auth _i'f'—;'f I ,nid,ne;no»onjecfion:from'the,enbyei
countries to grant “them a’tem rary etey. : S : :

4-Camps for war refugees ehould be eetsblished in freed countries and in the -

- Western Hemisphere maintained by the United :Netions, where thousands could-be. .
"placed -and after-a thoronghful investigation these rerugees uould help in the -
United Nations. warie frort, and their:production would give the poeeibility for

the maintenance of he~gang: oampe.'f

R 5—Food ehouldv e,eent =% '~remnants of;the—dewish population in Nezi-Europe>—f—~~4~~*—<~~-f“f~>* T
: " .either in form of -individual” paekagee rom neutral countries, .or:in form of :: R
‘"larger transports 6 to ‘the -Jewish: communities where this can:be. properly erranged,
such as Trenednistris, etc. : P :

G-The greatest poseible number of :Jews: in Nezi dominated Europe should be exchanged
against German Nationals 1n the Weste. Hemisphere end in the British commonwealth.

7-A solemn warning to the German people whould be’ iesued by the Governments ‘of
the United: Nations that the massacres:of the Jewish-civilian.population is: being .
conaidered as unprecedented violation of ‘the internetional law and the very
principles of humnn civilization.

8-0ur organizetion being incessantly active in rescue work; ehould be enabled to
send ‘representatives to. the:couniries bordering the’ invadeé;continent i
to:contact members of their affiliated organizations. We:

“ox anlarge our contact with- the underground of..the invaded territories.
~d1d not succeed &s yet -in getting permissionrror any representet
organization to: vidit Europe, and siudy the situation whieh we ar sure could
greatly help our rescue efforts.,

9-Due to censorship restrictions, our contects in neutral countries oannot trsnemit
niessages of information to us @nd vice versa. - We thersfore emphasize the
necessity for having-a possibility %o send messages: including n
to our contacts in Switzerland, -Turkey, Portugal -efc;: in orde
find out ell the information of - individuela whom we might res

i

10 To enable-religious rescue squads to visit liberated territories to get in
touch with the stricken ones and refugees, and care for their religious needs.

. We again express our compliments and gratefulness for our bsloved
President of the United States who enabled us:-through the War Refugee
Board to have en organized body for the sole purpose.of reacue.  May
we wish a speedy complete victory to the United Nations, and success
for all your worthy undertakings.

AGUDAS ISRAEL OF AMFRICA

2sbbi FEliezer 8ilver”

President

s




l|23 BROADWAY NEW YORK I,O,

- RABBL ELIEZER SILVER, Préstdent - }' .
JACOB ROSENHEIM, Vonorary President” -

a -

Vice- Pres:dents 3 £ il

- RABBI SOLOMON FRIEDMAN T L TE
—Wﬁmem SOLOMON THYMAN 7 m—
) RABBI JOSHUA BAUMEL -

i Execuhve Chalrmen i
“-RABBI'DR. I, LEWIN® - ) e TR
RABBI. E. M. BLOCH : . March- 1, 1344
MICHAEL G, TRESS - ’ B

Treaéyreri' X - -
ISAAC. MASEL Mr, Lesser. . i R - : e
OSCAR Z, RAND . .War.Refugee Board_' S : e T e e
Dnreclor ,'i kN 7 Treasury Builqing . ) . B e

. Room.164- B -

RABBI S. EICHENSTEIN Waehington, D.- <,

- Dear L&r. Leaser. o

. ‘Enclosed you will® rind our: memorandum to -
CMr. J‘ohn Pehle, Direotor of: the ?lar Refugee Board.

. We are sorry that” we cannot keep our. il
appointment tamorrow as Rabbi’ 8ilver, the President
of Agudas Israel was urgently called back to -
cincinnati. o . : : : I b}

uay we aek you to arrange for us another . ) '),
appointment with Mr. Pehle on March 20.

Appreciating your understanding, we are,

Sinoerely yours,
~ AGU ISRAEL OF AMER

0ZH:bgd ' R&bbi Oscar

e 5"

f
Agudas [srael uims to oolve all problems confronting Jewry in the .sptru of Torah and Tradition



'Du!' mu mhtnlhi.m

- uth rofma to yeur 1esm- or rom u,
21944, X am forwarding to you herewith a duplicats of. owr.
; detter of nhrurr!. 1944, ‘which m state o have

tsagneay'a LB Pehle o

- Jo 'o m. N
Loung Rescutive M

Rabbd 8, Richenstein,
Director,

Agudas mul of America,
1123 mosdway,

"' '“'k‘ He Xo

melum;

FHodelshd ' 2/18/44




S

“refer tot -

for yolr Momun. Do

T

14'

o-m-m - : . .
" %he ¥ar mu Boud eonu-uu of the Smalarlol

'of Btan, !roalury afd Yar, was oreated by Fresident Rocsevait -

on Janunry 22, 1944; The President's purpess in annug the-
Bosxrd, as, well as the Board's duties and authority,-are set
out. in Bxenuvo Order Yo, 9417. 'y oow ot vhuh’h onoli ]

The Board u not nnulndm or Qh hci that prlnto g

,agonein, ineluding: yournlvu, hava for some $imé baen astive -

in secking means to effect the relief and resecus of Javs m

_other minority groups. threatensd with axterminatien by the -

eneny. "Noy is the Beard unmindful of the fact that Muunu

have sotuslly browght relief te and sffectied the resgus of &

) nuabor of ‘sueh ﬂcthl of Qnuy ponmnon.

l‘ho Board 1- munuy preparing pn;nu for. sotion

azd sarnestly solicits the adviee and ceoperatien eof every agency

coneerned with the prodlem, Osnseguently, the Beard weuld
olate it if you would subait te it, at your earijest pessidle .
cenveniende, a detatled statement in writing of such speeifis

action as you delieve the Beard should take o sffestuste She pel-
1oy announced in the Zxecutive Oprder, snd of the neasures thad yem

ars squipped to take $o lend aseistance to sush pregram. VYhile
your statement may be informal, {4 should contain all svailadle
inforsation necsssary or incidental to the effestuation of aay
project you suggest, In this connestion, yeu should bear in mind
that the Board must, of mecdeseity, sonfine.itself S0 prejeets -
involving the relief or resous of groups. “Jarsens and cenned
deal with pmouh limited to any: opuulo annmm

Agudas 1srue. .




- - n. luu h mxy copuni or tho mnnum
uvol.vod u Ahe preparation of any such statesient, Wt severs.
“thelens believes that the effort nm- uponm nn have it
- ,uuon An uhl-nnnc

X amink 1MUou m_uiq:umm desire for

having: the sugzestions of ‘all agencles submitted to the Beard:
~'4n writing ead at the. sarliest possidle mement, . On the sther-

hand, 1 want you to know that the staff of the Board is nlmi
- .nuan. for dimcussions with your representatives end the
“consideration of sush further propolah or tumuou u m
" may be propnrod to- lako. -

| "efi"ﬂiim"-

' (lisned) 7.0, Peale’
(R . ¥, Pehle:
- Aanng cocubive D!rootqr’ -

'Agnln xlml of hdrun.
1123 Broadvay,- - !
Hevw !ork. New Yort. -

helnpn.

LSL1JWPioca 3/18/44




AGUDAS I'SRAEL OF AMERICA?::“"

Il23 BROADWAY NEW YORK N Y

: RA'BBliEL’IEZE'R SiLVER‘ mesubam e A 2
* RABBI SOLOMON FRIEDMAN - e B mm«one 'WATKINS 7 R,
.- L “'RABBI. SOLOMON HYMAN ‘ VICE PRESID!:NTS T e g : S E
- e “SHLOMO TRAVIS = =7 = e S T e
‘RABBI JOSEPH D. SOLOWEICHIK : SRR
RABBI JOSHUA BAUMEL - }

~ HIRSCH MANISCHEWITZ -\ - , . Reply #58 , .
ISAAC MASEL - e TREASURERS o S : - e
RABBI S. EICHENSTEIN, . DIRECTOR ' :

~ INITTAL ..
?H" NEW

EngUpVéféHklRMEN

- February.14, 104¢

Mri- J'. W. Pehlef .
Exeoutive Office o 'n:.e President
War- Refugee Boe:d - :
wiashington 25, D C.

Doar Mr, Pehle:

we express:-our appraciation for your kind underatandmg
towarda our 1nteresta. - : .

: / - We are sorry- to atate that our: organization dia
‘not get any fom lettsr or: questionnaire from your
office, !

le beg to inform you that a apeoial committee of
our organization is working on a memorendum which we
would 1iko to present before you in the near future.
At that time also, we would like to discuss with you
various suggestions concerning resoue gnd help.

A : Sinoerely yours,
LY Yoopas ISRAEL, OF AMERIOA

abbi S, Eichenstein
Direstor

SE$ BB

Agudos Israel aims to solve all problems confronting Jewry in the spirit of Torah and Tradition



In 'tepiy p}.ano -
refer to: B8

Doar Rabbl Snveﬂ

) "Your telexrans ot r mry—,b,:,:'iQM;'f-ﬁ Ahe.
'nnﬁ Jndge Roumn han bun nrarrod 4o this Oltico for Top!

] ¥o doubt you hsve by now ncotud -y lon-r o!
Pebruary 8 1944, a.klng for the advice and cooperation. of
every sgéncy concerned with the problems of the Var Rorugn
Board, As stated in: ‘that lot 2

(Signea) LAA Pe‘hle

7 3. W, Peble' -
Acttng Executive Dtrutor

Rabbi M}eur Sflver, :
President,
Agudas Tereal of Aneﬂca. o . .
1123 Broadway, : -
Hew York, Kew York,

o
)

@ﬂntc I sgr 2~12-44



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON .

- February 7, 1944
) ,,Iiasp'égrtrf\'zily fefe'rxfg"dftp'jt{her{t{
i “Yar Réfuéee Board for Vattérntidﬁm
. and such adkfxowlédéméni} as may be
) '&e'emed;appir;)pria;tre'. . .
7 Atteni',iéri: Yr. Pehle.
I, AT :
Execubive Clerk:







THE WHITE Houss;,_—* 1
WASHINGTON :

imman. - |
February' 7, 192&" el

_ pear Mr. Pehle:

: The enclosed

fo:f L consideration and" ac,knowledg-

o menti

_ SHAURL T. ROSENMAN. . ;
Spefpial Counsel to:the-. }
“'President : .

Mr, John Pehle -
Treasury. Department
Washington, D. C.







