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Proposed shipmrnt of AmEri.C'q- c -~9~s m¢4i:cli1 kits 
y(- . - . . . '-]~S •:'"'-- -,_"••;·•.;;•;,";'c·~, ,.-

and comfort. articlELto Frrnch jj~! .. , _ s of v(a1:' as sug-
•. - -f0~~[~L~~- .-· ./ 

gestEd in Airgram under rltftrrnce ~~provEd by Rtlitf. 

SubcommittEE, March 3. 
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Af.11.<MCAN EMBASSY• i 

/·--oii>4m-I:i::1r.;05~srn1E. 1 
Dy :.:Ui\ ;~r j 

. . . _ 1 FED 2C '.2-.:;:; . 
f.'roril ne:'Oartinant ena Fili\ for E\ID. L'li(ilY1Uni0ri111.NS' I 

-A .renu~et hn_s-beeh. eubm1 ttea to the ~-~~€~~U~\ 
. . -~- - ../ - ·- . . . . . .. . . . . - ·_ j .. . h~f~;'.,;) 

by the J\mex•icen R.ed Croos 11'1 ~behe.lf of the Fren9h.· Coniiiiff.tee 
• -_ - .-:.=--=----~'-- - -· - -- - <. -- "-- -·;_;:_2-.~'0_~~~~ 

-~f' I·!~tforiai1.tber-~tl~n· for authorfz~tiorllft~cf;-fu· 
for d1str1hut1on thFotir~h the Int·ern::titino.1 ' 

to Frlnoh p~iao~ers of ;-;ar (1) 3o·,qgo sta~_<!~~c'J. 
- -I . . .. - - . . . - . c-?~:.- "~~~·~-~ -

CrosE' medical kits in March RncJ. 30~000 lld<~"ltiol _ 

rnc1 (~) comfo1•t azitlclea (such P..0 0~(> ·~rov1c1e1l for. other 

Al, 1ec1 nrieoner·s) for 30-, 000 1>rle6ners to c_G~p~~!l.lP.rit the 

clothinF ou~f1 ts for that n~mber u~~h ~t'f' -~,::~,,;~:~~r9!?~'.~ 
1: e'Ot>t>tment 11.n(1 Fl~A reel thn t P.~ ~~tfiiun1;1 ve ri>r>lY .1n . 

respect of both 1 teme should. be ri?turnc<.1 ougj·~~~i of· cours~, 
to ~Ul)T)ly cone10ernt1one. 

-~ - -- ---

erlm1natprf. '.L'he klte retel'l'ed to uneer ltem (1) nre Oeoirned 

to coTfH" the averttf'P. medioel nP.r,de of 100 mon ~o#'.!\<!l'e m~!,\~h. 
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tor~ the r1rnt ·or th1s yea>:', the 

_ e:xcesP.1ve. - The ~omtort articles r.cntt~~u ~~ffr it~m (~) 
ere.1ntenc:ien to riomplement the c1oth1nF outffts eJ.rer(ly_ 

,,:uth9~l2rt1. pnt rr-r>:CthP ee>J!fo Qr thorE> t1hich ~l:Jli!r' nr.t1nn<!.H1ee 

Pl~.~~:_ eupMirt this· i"ecm~~~ 

and comf.lUritcate 11ec1e1on to Depertliie 

-as noe~lbl~. 
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Date:d.~Ebrun:ry~l6, 1944 

REc'd 8:56 p.m. 

. o 8UPIJC#rli:i. L'.[r.UTED_ DISTRIBUTION ONLY.­

FOR DEPJ.RTf~ENT ANDFE/I 

?.Ef £rE:_ncE I>~.E~_!'_tinf:nt 's 8.50, FEbruary. 3 i 
i: . .- - - -- -- -. ::- ,- - '--_ --o-_ --

MEW has at EWD's J'EqUEst, as sugge:stEd in your 

tElEgram ~ndEr rE
0

fErEncE, rEconsidE~Ed_t-he: qUEstion of 
./ 

shipmEnt of surgical drEssings through the: blockadE. 

MEW is still oppose:d to tre:ating bandagEs and surgical 
! 

drEssings in samE wny ns surgicnl in~trumEnts nnd many 
./ 

mEdicine:s. Cotton is ExtrEmEly sco.rcE in Ge:rmnn EuropE 

and much dEsirEd by GErmans. UnlikE thE amount of stEEl 

US Ed in surgical instrUmEnt~t;hE amount of cotton US Ed 

in surgical drEusings is quitE substantinl rE~ativE 

to total rEquirEmEnts of a country for thnt rnw mntErinl. 

. ' 

I 
I 

l 
I 

I 
I 

I 
1-

i 
Inasmuch as Ge:rmans arE VEry short of nnd have: an ' 

incrrnsing de:mand f'or bnndngEs MC.VI fEEls thnt if' drEssings 'ii 

WEl'E admitte:d 1. . DECLASSIF!Ell 
State Dept. Letter, l·ll·n 

111 a. a Pua nalAl...IEf_ l ·1~: 
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-2- #l324;1':16th~ from London _ 
-----==--------- .- : __ :· __ - ·-_------~+c----~-+_o_C 

WEl'E acimittEd frEE];i through .thE blockadE GErinans viouid 
-_- -_ - - -_.::-_-_ -

bE strongly ttriiptEdJQ app~opriatE thEm. If GErmana _ 
- - . - -

did ~ot a~t~ally st Eal th Em outright it is fEarEd that 

GErman woundEd soldiErs Y(;(uld bE put in thE. v1til suppHEd 

hospitlilil to dEtrimrnt of civ:l.lian population for v1hich 

suppUEs arE int£ndtd. Apriiit rroin dangEr.·_of lllisuaE by 

GErmans1· M:.?r fEEls that fr EE admission of bandagEs and 

drf;ssinga Yrouldb.£ ce:rtaiti to-rEi~ase; n sub_stnnt;_ial 

quantity of tExtilE matfrinLnow bEing us.Ed for ,band11gEs 

in thE occupi_E:d arE~s f(>r u-s~ py Gi:'.r>mo.ns in othEr ways. 

MEW has no positivE EVidEncE on_ which to bnsE this J._ast 

stotEmEnt but arguEs thnt-amount of mo.t(r,fa.1 for making 

bandag Es and drEsslngs \;/hi ch GErmans - still- allow thE 

occupiEd countriEs tor Eto.in out of thEir own production 

.. or to rECEiVE from othEr GErman tErritor~ must bE con­

sidErablE aincE othErwis E thE complaints 'rEcEivEd would 

bE morE numErous and insistrnt, judging from rEqUEsts 

rEcEiVEd for othEr mEdicnl suppliEs. 
' ·~:~·-

/,lthough not willing. to con9~dEr surgical drEssings 

_____ as _compnrnblE to. thosf: mEdicnl products \'~hich arE 

frEEly admittEd through tht blockndE for rtlitf purposts, 

ME'll suggEsts that consignmrnt in quEStion bt allowEd to 

go forward 
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-3- #1324~ 16th, -- from London 
~ - . - - -- _- - - -_ . -_ - ._-. -

- ----_-- go ~~r\·.~rn~r-d_._o_n_:-~u~dErsti{nding :that lt is d(spatchE~-

•· Exp~rifalEntaily.tm d ~hat no furthEr application will be: 
- --- I -

considE!'Ed \lntil l'Eally satisfactory proof is rECEiVEd 

that corisignme:nt h~s bEf;~ safe:ly de:live:re:d to prope:r 
- ~J': 

re:cipie:_nts and us Ed EXclusive:ly fol' be:ne:fit of Alli Ed 
- -- - - -

civUiAns, without pre:fi:rEnce: be:ing giypLto those: 

AlliEd yivNians viho arE coope:l'nting with the: Ge:rD!ans. 

ME\'/ fe:e:ls thn.ta rEnllyvalidcpl'oQ:f'c.e>f'~prope:l' pse: \YOUld - -- --- -- •_-:____~- '- :....:;_----- ----=-- -_o - --- -'--- '--- -- - -, - - - -------- • -

bE thE tEstimorry of'·.a n~ut:ral ~bse:r\fe:r base:d on~his 
-

own_ dirEct e:.iWfriEl}CE, but -that. itlE-re:ly a signEd re:de:ipt: 

of dEliV~ry from SOmE otganization in occupi~cf :t;El'r~tory 
should not*suffice:. It is_ p;r'oposEd-iliat~, if this sugge:stiori 

is O.doptEd, amounts of the: samE gEnEral: ordEr oi' magni-
- - ' 

- ' 
tudE bE pErniittEd to go forwa!'d, whEn rEqUEstEd, to 

othEr occupiEd te:rritorie:s on the: samE c9nditions o.nd 

provide:d that no (l'EpEat no) additiono.l shipme:nts O.l'E 

appl'OVEd for any countl'y until ade:quntE e:vide:nce: is 

re:ce:ive:d conce:rning the: distribution of initio.l consignme:nt. 

'I.-With rEfErEncE to que:stion o'.N•to wh:l,ch organization 

in !'~l._al)_cl_m~iQn:J. su_pplie:s should bE-condgne:d, plEOsE 

SEE Embassy's de:spatch numbEr 13524 of Jnnunry 27, 1944, 

Economic V/arfo.re: BlockadE SEri E,s Numb El' 760, 

Evm would appre:cinte: bt:ing informe:d or action take:n. 

EJH WIN ANT 

\. 
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MEW apprOVES uissurincErn~;.spEcial. ~rtjEct 
licrns; for 1944 ~lot61ng ~~og;E:m for AlliE.d prisonErs 

·of war as givEn in your airg~r rEfE£E.ncE and 

would apprEciatE notification of licEnsE numbEr 

issuEd and datE of issuancE. 

It is not clEar to EWP how you arrivEd at 

cErtein of your figurEs. ThEsE will bE quEriEd in n 

following airgrem. ~E\'ID doEs not ~rEpEnt not) wi11h 

action d£layEd prnding t;h1.s gJo.r~ficrticn. 

\'IINANT 
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