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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF .THE PRESIDE_NJ’
W AR REFUGEE BOARPD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION e
h L oA Hovember Ly A9
10 Mr. pesser . RIS Tt D E
FROM Yr. #cCormack :v/ E

At jour reyuest I explored the possibility of securing for the Federation .

of polish Jews in Anerica a speedier uetlod of transportution than A5 being -
" wfforded trem by Russian War Relief, Indi Unfortunately, neither ¥ar Shipping

fdminlistrotion nor the Air Transport Command is in & position t¢.offer. their G
izeilities. From s+l I heve been able to learn the Federation nov has available
po them tic only transportstisn to Russia available from tiis éountry.. ‘The .
saerican Nat-oonal ned Cross is currently enguged in shipping-some ten: to £if- "~  ~-=
teen million dollars! worth of mediezl supplies to Kussia for their armed forces, -
The hussizn Governdcnt itsell is interested in seeing to it that these .supplies -
co forward juickly, wnd they are going forwsrd in the sane bottons that would™-
ce afforded to thne Federation of Polish Jews in hmerica, o ST

. - s - N N N
Jews in tie Lublin seeior, I learned from & telejihone call from-Mr. Seymour
Prince in New York (th¢ Prince Company) from whom the JDC purchased 5,000 of
our 15,30z p.rcels in sugust, that his firm had contracted with the Federation

In connection with thia -projovsed medical and food program for the Polish .~ - i

£ Poli d in szerica to supply 300,000 food parcels. Hr . Prince ‘éxplained
tactl e wWas ;reat deal of difficulty with the governmenpaliagencics'
zuch s FEA ar Fouva administration in fulfilling the contruct.  He
toid e

neitaer fussian Vier helief nor the Fedevation were very active in. -

helping him eut through some of thae red tape to make.this. pro ram g’ reality.
o &4 * gt 12 . : i Y

In an effort to expedize talg very worthy program of the Federstion, I S A
clzed with dr. Kinglend of tie President!s Yer Relief Control Board only to
eurn bt tnzt ugeney was in the best position to lend the greatest amount of
seistance in expeditiag tals program. The President's Var Relief Control
oard hzz been given an-emergency aliocstion of food wnich is prorated to all
of the private agencics rogistered vilth tnem and established procedurc for a.
srogrem, such us Thut unaertaken by the Federuation,. requires that the details o
of the program shcula be supplied to the President!z Wur Kelief Control Board B o
w0 would follow through with such spencles as ¥EA, OPA, WPB; and WFA in the,

% intecest of gettdng the progrum under wuy in the hortest possible:tine,

ig@ Hr. ngland intimated thet this was his first knovledye that the Federation
vug Interested in & projeet of this nature and urged me to cell Mr, Blumenstock's
ettention to the faecl that it would be necessary for the Fedération to cleur
tirough them. OSuch u procedure vould eliminste the difficultics novw confronting
Tt jucker end cxpedite tie shipping of the goods, - I telephoned Mr. Blumenstock
and mede bim aware of these regulvements, and st the sume. time told him thut he .
wug to feel free to cull ugon me to wosist him in the event thut he runs into
difficultics when Le ¢omes to Veshinglon on Fridey of this week.  He expressed
setisfection ot tuls sosistunce from the Board and diselaimed knovledge of the
requirenents of tic President'sz jjur Relicf Control Bomrd,
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1071 DisTRICT NEW YoRK S 1430 Bnommr .
i NEW YORK CrTY = -

MEMEER OF

Iy COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY @ungtess uf rbe mnl’teb gtateg ‘MNEV;HQUBYVEOFFICEBulm?NG : o :

: WASHINGTON z

e maTen SECRETARIES: TBousge of Repregentatives v v st
JACOR GRALLA IIMYDGUGHHT\’

_ @Wagbington, ®.€C. ;

New york, Oct. 24, 1944

Hon. John W, Pehle

Exec. Dir. war Relief Board
Treasury Department Bullding
Washington, L. C.

Ay dear ir. Pehle:

Inis letter will introduce to you Mri horris
Blumenstock of the American Federation of Polish
Jews, a well ‘regarded and representative organi-< -
zation.

SAr. Blumenstock desires to speak with you
concerning the dreadful conditions-confronting -
the Jews in Lublin, Warsaw and other stricken
Districts. I bespeak for him your kindliest

consideratlon.

Wiith cordial greetings and klndest regards,‘ - ¥
1 am

Sincerely your

EC:4AD
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Dear Hr, Myer:
Attached 18 a cop;; of a telegran dated
July 31, 1944, from the American Federation

for Polish Jems in which they request "p,a_x"mi'sg;og :

to mest the boat bringing the 1,000 refugees. -

to this coixntry. - & copy of our reply '1'5 ai's,ér

enclosed, 7 7
Sincei'eiy yours ,j 7

M P L

Anne Leughlin
Speclel Assistant .
to the Executive Director -

¥r. Dillon Uyer, Director
War Relocation”Authority
Barr Building ]
Washington, D. C.

Enclosures
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Gentlemens:

We can readily underst,and and- appreciate the
interest of the American Fgderation for Polish Jews
» : in the expected arrival of the 1,000 refugees: coming -
to this country from ths rerugee camps in’ Italy,

The refugees at the point. of debarkation and )
until they reach Fort Ontario will be the responsi~ = -
bility of the United States Army. Representatives . ) i
of the War Relocation Authority and of $heWar . -

Refuges Board have discussed with' i‘epreaanta&is'ag
of the Army the poosibility of permit 3t
persons to meet the bont at.the port, - It is not " .
possible for the Army to gx'a.nt this permdission: and
I am confident that yon can understand fhs- decision,
fe regret that we are mot ina poaition to granb .
your requeat.

Visitors mill bhe pemitted at Fort Ontario, -
I suggest. that you write to ¥r, Dillon lyer, Director:
of ilar Relocation Authority, for permiesion to visit
the Shelter, The administration of the Shélter is-
the responsibility of the Var Ralocation Authority.

Sincerely yopra,

Blenea) 3. . pons,

J. ¥. Pehle
Executive Director

kY American Federation for -
Polieh Jews :

Hew York, New York C A S (f | (L
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~ AMERICAN FEDERATION




August 1, 1944

~

Desr Dir, Kornfolds

Your telegram, eddressed to Mr. Pehls, re-
qQuesting permission for a representative to meot -
the ship bringing tho rofugecs to Fort Ontario
has ‘boen reforred to ur, Y, M, Tosior, public
rolations divector of the War Helocation Authority,
who will bandle press Grrangements govering the:
refugees' errival. You w1l haar from Mr. Tozier
in regard to your roquest. :

= Sincerely yours,

(1'ras) Virginia M. Masnon
Publdc Relations Division

re 1 l(ornfeld. Editor

Polish Jew .
Amorican Federation for Polish Jews
225 west 24th Street -
How York, New York

Vikyng WW\
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION'

10 Mr, Pehle

reom Mr. Abrahamson

Attached is;a copy of & memorandum prepared ouncil of.
Jewish Pederations &hd Welfars Funds, You will re :
days ago the Secretary expressed interest in this organization - -

R and that a brief memorandum was submitted; —This-longer-memo-is .. ...

4n the nature of a fuller rsport.

I shall appreciate the réturn of this repoart when ytm’;eiré,
through with ite 3




A[emorand;:z}}'P(;paf;gl By" o : : .
COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS -
_ 165 WEST 46th STREET. - S
NEW. YORK CITY .°

- AMIRIOAN PEDERAPION FOR POLISH JEWS
228 Wost 34 Street  bew York Oty

" The Amerioan Federation for Folith Jews was insorporated in Bow York
State in 1508 an & 6entral organisation reprisonting several hundred woeleties
(landspansehafton) of Joews of Polish origine It eonduets a program of er= R
" gationdl a@d ediusaticnal activity whone Alm 1% 19 to atimul: 4o and mabilise ghe - oo D
intercet of Iolish Jews cn Lebalf of shelr conpatriots abread. A momthly publie = - T
oation, “the Folish Jew", serves as a ehannel for disseninating infermation abouk -
dew atroad and for mainteining eontact ameng the lecal ssefeties, S

In sddition to its organizatioral program, the Federation has, at variows
tines, undertaken spesisl sotivities in order to provide assistanse to Jewn in Te~ '
lsnd,  From 1935 until the cutbreak of the whr, funds were raised annually for trames !

miselon %0 Folish philanthropie institubion¥. After 1939, aud unbil the liquidation
of the Folish ghettos in 1943, wome assistanes waus sent Shrough sooperation with -
the Folish Yovernment in Exile, 7The Federation has also taken soms responsibility
for assisting Folish~Jowish refugees in thelr mdjustment in the United Btates,

Fresent Frogran

1. The Federation mots a» spokesnsn in the inkerestd of Folish Jewry:  Is-
$his conmmotion represantations have idon made, An cooperstion with the Avarisans - -
Jewish Conference and tie World Jewith Congress of Andependently, to UNRRA, Folish
Government in Exile, Folish Var lelief, eto. It aprealed ina siniler sipaeity ¢o .
the Azorican publio by publishing, at the end of 1943,  "rhe Dlaek Book of Folish :
Jewry®, & reeord of Sesi persasution of Polish Jews, tased on doouments. ooming fer "
the nost pert, from underground sourees. The volume, f6 teing distriduted on &

.wide soals to al) members- of Congress and to other public figures. ' The cost of pube
lication was aboub §26,000, ' L CTmeE 7 .

2, The Federation maintains am informstichs bureu whieh is. uwed by Foliah
Jews in the United States, snd which, through corrsdpondence, aaintaing eontacts =
with ¥olish Jows in Cauada, North America, Afries, Asis and European eountries. T¥e
losation of relatives 18 a major funstion of the bureau, At the request of relatives
in the United States, refugess are traced through the Intermational Red OUross amd
through the Folish Governwent in Ixile, with whom ¢he Federasion maintaing a olese
contsots Lists of nemes reeeived by the Polish covernmext ars, in turn, made avail-
abtle to the Federation, whioh then attempts $o loonte relagives hore. Mdvies s °
al¥o ;iven by the Federation to relatives who wish to send vackeges or prepare
affidavits for Lmnigration visas. (%es Comments ), A R

The abuve information s priviteged and is for the
use only of person or organization addressed. 3

i
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A warehoute 18 taintained where old oloth
Ecag of the olothing will be used whoen feeilities

‘3. The Federetion trausmits to the Jawish Agency f . ST
placed by relatives hsre for the sending of phokages Se refugecs in Seviets Nuswin,
For tla mest part, reletives ey the osst of these packages.
por month are sent at the expense of Yhe Federation (abouk 65 per paresl)s.

‘Abovs 50 paresls .

1RG0 being gathered and steved.

beacoe available after dhe war -

éi‘nl?!tiuiﬂéﬁl" SR

T 4w oftics

Organizational Structure

—.  An sanual convention-of reprodentabivos-of the landsmnaohaften sldots -
r8 and Administrative Courail of the Federation. The work is: adainine
tored by a staff of three profsssionn) and three
fleers are mmintalind in eleven cities,

slthough soxe artioles are bLeing shippod now when oppertuniVics. for shipment arise. i

olorical werkers, Districk of=
Thege are sorved by voluntoers, hub.- / <

ol-rioal salarios are paid by the national offive, =

Offigors

Pradddont
Vico rrosidents

g
b

Tressurer
Chairmmn Advisory
Comniittes

Leemitien-
Loyt
Diractor -

Pinances

- Eenjuaia Wintor, We Yo
= Eou York:
agol firown

Erge Av Fo Keplan

Jasob Isichtman

By, Joseph Tenentaun

Rathen “arsbaw

Benjamin g, deinborg .

Abfatem Worman :
= OukeofeTomn. 0T T
: - §ol ferleger, Thiladelphin. . -

Arthur Habinavits, Boston
Isidore-lallin, Betrolt
Kathan E4 Korn,. Chiongo
Jaoob Gottlieh, Bts Faul
Karl Trangle, Xinneapolis
ARron-Levingtone, Hewark

- Sam Larke, Now Tork
- tions ¥. Naléwin Fertig, New York

- Hosve—teavibt—Hew-York ,

Yorris Plumanstook :;

Funds are raised fromthe societies, i"oluthevﬁh 6ongrept£enl, and

from irdividusly
Fund IUEEOI‘s-

through 8 rafl sppoal,

Ihe Vadorasion doesniok spieal for welfure |/




om® and a:r:pendiiaxm tox- tho fiam ycu' anded Hay n.
got for the ourrent year: h Ahoui: ﬁeo,moc i

. znam and mend*xturn

(beised on certified finanoisl sudtd) =
INCOME "

Tontritutions ' : R
Individuale N : $36,550 e
Soslotiss i ) D884 S L
Synagozues - - 4,088 . T

EXPENDITURES g
ml Suﬁice ' T T B S
Inforuation Buresu § 7,150
Foroim rolief 6,178
Rofugaa Kelisf and Scolel Sorvice 3i604

Publioity and tducntion (4ncluding monﬁzly Jouimal) 9,028 -

Orgenigation of lendsmannachafben 6,171

" Gensral Administration 12,288
Fund ralsing . - 6,608
. < Total 0,505

Cumnlative defiodt as of June 1, 1043 was 86,361,

Comments

The astivities of the Foderation in the flelds of nmf. refugee ald or (ﬁhw"

forms of gocial gervice are incidentsl to its major program sad scocunt for less them
8 third of 1ts buigote ‘The soolal. welfers motivities are in the fields of crami- /
sation in which such agencids ss the Joinb Distribution Committes, the Hiag, the
Hational Refuges Service, stos are engageds Thors iz no objeotion to thess :
supplementary offorts provided thot fund~raising methods mre not in competition vrith
the efforts or rescurces of the established orionizations in the overséms rellef ’
. and wolfare fleldes Videspread appeals for reliof funds cutside ths mmmbership of -
the lardarasnscheften wuld necessarily impinze on {he mbnay-rahing drives of the
Unieod Jewish Appoal and’ oﬂur established agenoieso -

In reference to locatiou of relatives nbrond. it ahwld be noted that a
gentral index is now being osteblished by several Jowish (UD0, NRS, Hins, and |
Fationnl Counoll of Jowish Tomen) and non-secterian refuges sid sgemoles, For =
the tims being the index will operate in oscupied and newly liberated territory,
mainly through the facilities of the Internationnl Red Oyomse

=

1648 are clven below, The.
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COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS o

: o ' 165 WEST 46th STREET B T

NEW YORK CITY

Now York City

’M!E a ERNIETR S

The imericsn Fedsrution for Yolish Jews sets forth thet un-v;m

'::ﬂchlqnefwlhm u% organised in loocal soctetive (lem ohe ‘Q)-ﬁf'

; mm-mmmpmmam, 000 nendews
mg:?& vith 700 mooteties. These sootetien sngege in mceial md cz.l,‘-'n
L 1) BTN

The crpanisation 14 attempting in on vith other nem<Jowish Polish
—lt wer Furoyoen sotilomset of the

um.muﬁummm Buropeen
mmmummwmauorm:muhma:\ .

In addition o {ts ovgentsational aotivities the Feterstion has doveloped

various prograss to assist the Polish Jews. mmn»mmn‘umuw
mmmmmmmnuumu. At present the ergmisation 1s

vith the Polish National Counstl (Roda Polonta) in soniing 014 edothes

umwammms-. n.rbunnlnmmcmwnb,ﬂﬁ po by
Jovish Polish groups in this countyy and vas muumthrgnmh

pertod, , , - S

The above information is privileged and is for the
use only of person or organization addressed,

(Iafommtion socures rom ottion tirsetor of the guotuntten)




* I ‘reply please ' v : R

_“xefer tot T 216
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Daar Hr, Trausst

Your telegram of Februasry 23, 1944, to Presis
dent Roomevelt, concerning ‘the ¥War Refugee Board has been-
referred to this office, ' . - S -

257 -

1 anm 4ndeed greatful for the interest whioh you -
liave sxpressed in this undertaking. I.assure you fhat . .-

every effort will be nade- to realize the objectives of eur '

Ogvernment ia the entablishment of the Board,
: Yery truiy"ydn'ﬂ.

3. M, Penle

Acting Executive Director - s

Hr. J. H. Prauda,”

President, s
®he American Yederation for
Polish Jews, '
Chicage District,
Chicsgo, Illinole,

for Qﬁ‘ -
REHutEhiseniagr 2~26-44




THE WHITE HOUSE .
a5 WASHINGTON = 10
L TATEL.
February 23, 1944

Respectfully referred to the
Yiar Refﬁgee Board for appropriate
acknowledgment,

Attention: Mr, John W, Pehle.-

M. C. LATTA
~ Executive Clerk







