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- ericart Friends Service conllnittee 
Mediterranean ea;. _ -

l. Gerierar. -A~F-~s.-c. has of:i:'i-Qe'S in Lisbon·; Madrid,--"ca.iiablarica-,-' -· 
Algiers, Cairo and a delegation in Italy working-under the auspices 
of the Inter Governmental Committee on Refugees, and ,is affiliated_-
with Secours Quak~r in France. - - · ~ 

2. The work in Lisbon and Madrid is coml'e:rned alinos:t exc+usively 
with refugee evacuation, and maintenance pending arrangements for \\, 
departure from these countries. · -

J. North African and French operations will be reported upon 
separately by Kendall Kimberland, Director of the North African · 

-Delegation, A.F.S.c. 

4. Middle East!· Barclay Jones has recently arrived in Cairo as 
Commissioner for the American Friends Service Committee~ The scope . 
of his work is not yet clea1•, although he will be working closely with 
U .N .R .R .A. on their refugee assistance program, and wi-11 repr1;_seilt · 
A.F.s,c. in coordination of whatever A.F.s.c~ program may be developed 
with U.N.R.R.A. He will also bo responsible-fortheA.F,S.O, person .. 
nel temporarily on loan to U.N.R.R.A. for the Balkan Mission (12 
people), 

5. Current Italian Operationsf Operating under the auspices-of 
the T.G.C.R., and in collaboration with I. & D.P.S.c., Red Cross, 
J.-D,C. and F.A.U. personnel, A.F.s.c. Delegates are developing a -
program on the following general lines: 

(a) 

{b) 

(c) 

Representation of Unretresented: On behalf of LG,C.R,_ . 
and in consultation va h I. & D.P.S.C., u.N.R.R.A.; etc., 
A.F .s.c. p0rsonnel are negotiating more di_rect representa,
tion of and responsibility for stateless and unrepresent
ed displaced persons in Rome, Bari and other areas of 
liberated I~alY• 

Indi vi.dual Couns-eling: In Bari and in Rome, Pri:lparation 
of individual emigration doctiilentation,Hcontacting'fami
lies abroad, limited assistance to those not receiving 
assistance elsm1hore, and wide variety of indi vidu<ll prob-
lems requiring attention. · 

Suppleuentary Welfare Servic~s ih Refugee Curaps and else
wh~re: j\ugmonting occupational activity in refugee CaD._\)S 
(e.g. handicraft and shop work producing goods for use in 
tho refugou community and nearby hospital at- Sta. Maria 
Camp; sup~Jlying two suviing machines - J .D.O. sup_.·lying 
two - to Cinocitta Rod Cross workers.for repairing salvage 
clothing much noodod by displaoud porsons for the coming 
winter,~ etc. ) ,, 1 

Supplying small quantities-gr books, paints, etc. to 
Fiugi ond Camps in the South, otc. 

6. Futui•o Pl~tns: Since A.F.S,C, gonorully conooivos of its rolo 
as being largely sup >lomontary, whut · ope'foations it takus up fro'quently. 
do pond on 1t1hat other agonoios aro -able or unable to do, - However, it 
is gonoNl.Ly contemplated thut tho work for tho next._ six months will 
be largely alonG tho above linos, although it; is oxpocted that-corttrln 
quantitic.:s of ustJd clothing and oocupatio'nal -supi,lios will ohortly bo 
hvailablo. • · 

7. · Financial·: As long as tho A.F .s .c. prog'ram romuins so lu1•e;ely 
a nor~ico _P.r9-G1:'a!~ 1 tho budget will .remain v,o,ry modest. It is .not at 
prosont oxpoctoa thut expondi ture will be· morp t'hun 2 to 3, 000. dollars 
por mo.n_th.,. unlo~; considerable augmentation of liiiiiiiiilrations seem .1dv. is-_ .. • tlMfmiJmtw. ~"":· 
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8. _,osont Porsonnek : pre•oiit th9• A?F~s;c,ha• ~;;;:t~ DeiOga-
tion in Italy two pers.op.s, David Hartley stationed iil.B~ri rutd Howard 
Vlriggins stationed in Rome•' ·Both de1egat.ea O:re neither eJ(cilusively . 
administrative mr executive.- Also .working· under the·auspices of 0 the ·· 
I.GAC.R. tv~ members of the ]friends ilmbulance Unit are'.'Qeing of great 
·assistance to A.F.s.c. Sum Marriage is at s~a. Maria.cede Bagni 1 ~and ··· 
Dennis Mann is in Rome (the latte!', in addition to his aid to Sir· 
Cl.ifford Heathcote-Smith, is helping Howard Wriggins With the ·Rome 
activities_). . · · 

. . , 
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//ts// Howard Wriggins 
HOWARD WRIGf'INS, 

Delegate, 
A.F ~s.c . 
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. ·- - ··~' 3. HistoricUI: _Tho li.•_F.S•C.: 'lu:is ·ha.d: a Dblogritfoil i.h N~rtnati>io~ sinco tho 10th Scptomhor., -1942.-- Tho first Do].ogate crun(l as a re""'. sult Of reports rocoivod Of. COil~j,tiOOS ·in Concent),'Ut~ip:n--'-qaJilpEl:iJl:-~:-North Africa•- Tho ai1;rwas -to o:Qdoavour t"c:i-!)llo-V1u:to CC)Ildi tions i.ti ~ the Cm1ps <-111d, where po_ssiQJ.o,.td work-towards-tliolibernt:ionof~-tl;tq· intornoos. -

-.. _,. 

4. Joint Col'll-iissioni .Arter tho l~ndine;s;:of'.'_tho Ai1icid F~rcios"thQ-. process of liborutiop of tho lfpro.:.Stli Nov;ombcr ;
0 

1942" intornoos \\ might have boon oxpuctod to proceed much moro rapidly; but suohwas\~ not tho case. So groat was tho pressure of public opinion,- however; that tho "Joint Coi:unission for Political Prisonors and ·itofugoosin French North A:fric11" wus created under General EiSonhowor•sordor, with instructions to clear up tho ooncontrati?n camp situuti_on. 
- ~ - - -~--- - . -5. - No~ations r _ To implement tho ,v~ork of tho a.boyo mimtionod --- · · "Joint C~ssion", sovcrii1 of tho Refligoe Sooti:On-worvmado members, and carried negotiations with the appropriate authorities for tho liquidation of tho "pre-8th November" intornoos. _-- - .- - . :_ 

6. o.F.R.R.O.: Mc::nntimo tho Offi{lc. Of Foreign-Roliof-und .. Rohabi'-litation Op.ratibns (O,l?.R,R.O.) sent o. mis'sion to NorthAfrico., under Fred K. Hochlcr. He fo_und the 11..F.s.c,._ Delegation on the· ground (other Delegates had by tho:n arrived) and inv_itod them .to form the "Refugee Scct:i,on, Di vision of_Public llelf'lirc and Relief, N_orth ,·t.frican Economic Board". The Sco.tion continuod with till samo .goncral program ns before; -

(u) 
(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(c) 

ldding internees in concentration camp_s; _. - ___ · .- .. : pressing for their liberation (whore cotisonunt with ,l!lilitury sccur:Hy), c.nd assisting with their docuincntatioh; · aiding ·the fillllilios of interncos when their resources be-. come exhausted; · _ _ _ · _ helping cx-intornc<)s to f1m1 omplbymont (nostly with.the Allied Fo1•ces).; . , . - ·---_•• _ - ; - ----- _· assisting fino.ncially and matcr'ially cx.-intcrncos as well as other rofugoos-,.wit;_out regard to race, crood-cir'nation-ality; - - -

7. Finunciul Aid: The financial hblp referred fo vms at first. either frorJ A.F .S.C .tfunds (from private dom\tiais) or by T:toans of cuble transfers :frorJ rcluti VOS or friends in .tho Uni tod Stat_cs; rcr.titting to individual refugoe;s in North A:fricu through A•F,S.G. ,.. . , Ph .ludc.lphiu unrlor U ,S. Troasm·y liconsu.. Later. tho Joint Anti"-., Fascist Rofugoo Comnittue was permitted to romi.t U.S. Dollars [; 1 000 per z;1onth, also undvr license, to. tho undo1•signod for tho aid of rofugeos fz:ow tho Spunish Civil vlar ~ 

8. Hatr;ri:ll ;,id: The r:mtcrial help was r.ininly in tho form of clothing diatrlhutiQn, nnd also involvod the c.stnblishmcnt _of rcfugoo' cvntrvs around Cnsabloncn nnd Algiers~ 

9 ,· i.mic:lles: The lnrgost Pill't of the work for Spanish ,/ar rofu-gcc.s (Including 0x-Intcrm1tional Driendors) ·has boon carri cd on. through 1111nicalos", or r.iutual aid socioti~, formed by tho refugees thcrosvlvcs under th·~ uuspicus of tho Joint 1'ornmission in -Algiers, Ordn, Casubluncu and .'.l'unin. Those ·in tho first thrcu ci tics uro· still functioning 1 and recoi vc thoir rospucti vo shares of tho ubovo r.1ontioned .r .A.1'' .ILC. remittances. 11.pproxtrauto Spanish rofugoo popu~. ltltion sorvod: • 

!. 

Algiers 
Cas1.i blanoa and 
other ci tics in 

. Morocco 
·_ ... : Ol'an 

·-' •;-r: · Tu·nis 

1500 

2200 
'3500 
1000 

8200 

•• f ·:; 

r.,• 
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· -cih.hhftiAt~f~~~~tfr&-~g~~1~j!l~-:~r~i~~~-i 
- -:--tct'rica under tho a11sprc-cs~dl'. IT;]'-.Jr.R.•0 '• TlrcJ:"laf;-~ c..--~-~~~~----. 

i-n the Foreign Economt_c Jldm.i.ilistration (F;E~Ji:.:) ~ our. A.F.s.c. ; -· ___ _ 
Delegation has continued- to work unofi'icially"uU:dor F .E~A~ ,Not• ohly 
have the above LlentiOricd finD.ncial•and. ma:toriaLaids for roi'ugocs 
b..:.on conti'nuua: 1 but wo have 8,ctod- as intormodi11ry-for Mr.• Robert -
M. Forguson, Chief of thn F.E~,. North African Mission, with various 
French .orgahisatiOns .in .gonoraLrelio1'~-supply. quosti_ons • 

11. Children's SL.rviccs: rn·addittori to tho _fo~og6ing--~tir . - -
Delegation has aided three local Frqnoh_ orgairisatiohs to undprtaJ.cc 
"garderies" in ;u.giors for children of mothers \'lho must work pocauso-
thcir husbands arc LlObilizod, or foil .SOLlCf 9thcr rcaS.OJl aro::unab1c to 
muint:iin their families. i.lso' partly in coopor:ition with\~ho . 
:u;:ioriCan Red Cross, clothing and layettes were distributed, '(lo needy . · 
mothers and children {mostly; althqugh· p.ot exclusively:, rofugoos) in 
bpth nlgicrs and C?sablanca. . -- - -

_, 

- - ~ - - - 1 ' 

12. u .n .R.R.: •. : Our Delegation has r;iaintrii~cd a point .of liaison 
for U .N .R .R ,;., in "•lgiors 1 . _purticuhlrly with respect --to tho North -
:.rrican Ro!lugoe Centre at Fcdu,la, and tho presently organising Yugo-
slav Refugee Camp at; Philippoville. - - · , _ . · · - - · 

' ' t _ f - ·· - _c-- ---_· _• .= - _ _-. _ • -, 

13. I.G.C .R.: - Our DLlegation hO.S' JllUintainod close contact ~ith · _ 
tho Rq)rGsont..it1vc.: for Frc.nco and tho Franch !llmpiroot tho 'r.G,Q.R.

1 
_· 

Monsieur lo Gou"vcrnour dos Colonies Victor Vulontin-"Smith; undhus 
bc.._n Of service to hih from time to 'time.-, bu·f Up until th"o time Of 
writing no coopc.rutivo nrro.ngcmcnt has boon worked· out such-us that 
with the I.G .C.R. in Ituly; 

14. Financial: Our Dologation is .in· the process "of preparing a 
budget for our Philudolphiu hoad of°fico, a copy ·of which will be' 
sug11:lttcd to you upon completion. Without thoso figures .and po,st 
cxponse accounts at hand it is possible only to·suy_rciughly.that our 
balnncos in North Africa have diminished in recent months at about 
7-8,000 ~ollurs per month, including tho 5,000 dollars por month 61' 
J •. i..F.R.C. ·funds mo.ritionod ubovo distributed through 11.Illculos for. tho 
relief of SpQ.nish Civil Viar -refugees. The so bnlancos tire rcplonish,od -
p.::riodically from tho u .s~ undc)r· Treasury license.; 

15·· P0rsonnci: 
.ii.lgiors: 

f) 
ii) 

iii) 

iv) 
·v) 

Cusu bluncu: 

~-ur Dole~ut1()_JJ. com.iist.s !lt pr?Sf)~t gt: -

Dirc.:ctor {Gcnorni adLlinistrO.tion) 
f,,F .s .C. DclegutO in Algiers, 
( ih chm·ge· of clothing distribution and 
- children's scr:viccs), _ _ . _ .-
;, Rcpr,scntative (un English Qunkcr) of. tho 
Frionds .u;1bulancc Unit and -0f tho Friends Relief 
Sorvicc (nuintuinfng :liaison b .... ~wccn A,F .S .C,; 
F.J •• U • ..:nd.F.R.s., carrying on tho nujor part of 
the individual refugee case work of the Algi ors 
Office, ns woll us handling miscellaneous supy.ily 
and tr .. 111sport problems), 
Soc1•ot..try, 
Bookkcopo:r ~lild ussi st:rnt suorotury. 

i) Dolcguto.in Cho.rgo, 
ii) Sccrotar.v and qookkcopor 1 

iii) part-timu orap1:oNJ:lont spocinlist (in bonjunc:tion 
with tho N .... n .c. : at l<'odnla); 

· iv) purt-tir.w or,1ploycc; for l'l;liof und clothing 
distribution (in conjunction with the loc.:il Juni.:.. 
culc, which for.lognl reasons o_porntus us n Diyi-
sio~ ~~. o?r. Dolcgu.tion' s o;r_rrco )'~ . 

16. Pro acted Prop;run: Thu ;~.F .s .c. North African Doli:lgntion pro-
porws to cont nuc or o present its offices in ,Ul;iurs and· Cusu-
blunca, :nd to continue to render tho sorvicos doscribLd ubovo. In 

;,.~J.ft'k; ~u1~ our policy w~_th refugoos ~ONFIDmEt-«1TIAL 
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ll4J.tbc,d by Howard .wriggiris nsboiJ~qar·~iod6~- by thd 
: •• F .s .c. DOlegut'fon in: Italy under tho riuspioos of· _t:qo,,-I11ter Govorn;.. 
Llental Cammi ttoo on Refuguos; namoly: - · · -·-· ·. ' . .. 

i J • J..... - . 

(a) rosontod-. ·such ns·.st~toi:~ss l.lnd 
o consu ar· ropresontution; ._- c, 

(b) Individual counsolin~ and assistance;. such_ us uid _in 
finding omploymont1 in·documontab.on,_in emigrution,ns 
well as financial and material assistance as· do.sari bod> 
~~; : . . . - ' 

(c) 

(d) 

Su lcr:wntury Vlolfure Sorvicos ospocia;Lly to r cfugoos, 
to faro ics o n ornoos, an . o children; •.• \\ -· > · -
Shi raonts of relief su lies roquostcid bySocoU:rs Q.uakor 
in Franco rolio organisa ion of French Q.uakers which· ·_ · 
has continued to operate in Franco during tho total 
occupation). - · ' - · 

17. Fri:rnee: It should be r1cntioncd that tho il•F .s:•c. has kopt in 
touch withcboth the Franch :i.uthoritios in Algiers and rcprusentutivcs 
in Hasllington in connection with planninc for relief·. However,_ it 
is ••• F.S.C.'s intcnt:i,.on only to work in close cooporution with So-
cours Quaker, which is nlroady on tho ground. -·It is hoped that -
Sccours '<,uokor will invite European and other Friends to assist in 
carrying on the protrrna of child fc(Jding and cure, as well as rcfu .. 
gee relief work, which Sccours Quaker hus continued over since.tho 
internment nl'ound the and of 1942 of tho junorican Friends who woro 
working_in 1'r.:incc. The ~ .. F.s.c. docs not plan to sun:dmorc than-a 
fq,w ]}dcg:i.tcs to join Scc_ours Quaker in tho curlier stages of re.;, 
suming their work together. On the other hqnd 1 before tiny ship
w<..nts of supplies arc r:mdo, (which have. boon requested through G'."'5, 
.•• F .H.Q.., and which Buy be ruado in cooperation with tho French over
aJ) relief organisation 11Entr 1Jddo Francaise pour ·1u Liberation" · ·. 
L'E.F.L.J) our cxpcrionco in Itnly indicates tho pructioal nc;cossity 
of having an : ... F .s .c. Delegate with Sooours Q,uukcr. on the rccci \ring 
end, 

/s/ K.G. Kir1bcrlund 
/t/ -i:ENDJJ.L C. Kil!BERLAND 

' \ 
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Honorary Chairman 
Rurus 1'.f. joNES 

American Friends Service Committee -

Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania 

Telephone, Rt'TTEHHOUSE 9372 

Mi111 !'lorence Hodel 
Assistant heautbe Director 
lar Retugee Board 
l'aahin&ton 25, D. O. 

My dear Mias Ho4elt 
I 

Clarence Pickett h O'll,,_ of the office for JI. few weeks and 
the most intereetin& report from RoH KcOlelland has not 
yet been seen by him. 

I found it very Yi1'id and n:ey mo1'ing and am writing at 
once to ask if we m~ han additional. copiee. 11'e ehoul.4 
like to ahare it w1 th the families of both Yr. and llrs. 
McOlelland if that is pel'llitted, and we -ehould alao Uke 
to gin some publicity, through J'riends papers, to thia 
particular work of the goYemment. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
J'oreigo SerYice.Secticn 

Exccuti-:Vc. Secic~ 
~.\RENCE E.-~PJc;lli1 -

. . 1:. 

-



AUG 25 1945 

Dear )(r. Pickett: 

We have just received the enclosed report fl-om 

,,. ----
llr. Mcelollimd cc:nceming his work in Switzerland, as 

Special Representative of the IYar Refugee Board. I 

thought you would be interested in having a copy. 

/ 

Very truly yours, 

fS!gneif) lloreno• Hodel 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Director' 

Ur. Clarence Pickett, 
I American Friend!J Service Con:ni.ttee, 

.:20 South 12th Street, 
Philadelphia· 7, Pa. 

Fnclosure. 

Flf:hd S/25145 

\ 



AUG 25 1945 · 

Dear .ltr. Picketts 

We have just received the enclosed report frOlll 
,,,. ,..--

Ur • .llcClolla:id conceming his work in S·.rl.tzerland, as 

Special Representative of the lVar Refugee Board. I 

th?Ugh~ you would be interested in having a copy-. 

I" 

Very truly- yours, 

(Signed) llorenoe Hodel 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Director' 

ltr. Clarence Pickett, · 
I Anserican Friends Service Cor-.:nittoe, 

20 South 12th Street, 
Philadelphia" 7, Pa. 

Encloeure. 

FH1hd 8/25/45 



~ ..,-'~ Chairman 
.HnillY F CADBU&Y 

/ 

Honorary Chairman 
RUFUS M._ jONEs 

American -Friends Servic.e" Committee -
Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia, 7, * Pennsylvania 

Telephone, RrrrENHOUSE 93?2 

July 31, 1945 

Brig. General William O'D~yer 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. O'Dwyer: 

Thank you very much for sending 
me a copy of the letter whijch your Board 
has received fI'om /Yr. Max Huber, Acting 
President -of the International Committee 
of the Red Croes. -

We were happy to have the inforc.. 
mation contained and po know of the assis
tance which'Roswell -McClelland has been 
able to give. 

Clarence E. Pickett 
Executive Secretary 

· fue~u~_ve Sec~etaiY. 
CLAR.~CE E. PI~ 



Y!iA' 

JUL 28 1945 

Dear Mr. Pickett: 

I B.lll enclosing for your in.t'ormation a copy of a letter 
which the !far Refugee Board recently received fro111 Mr. 11.ax Huber, 
Acting President of the International COlllmittee or the Red Cross. 
I believe tho reference 1118.de to Mr. McClelland will be of par. ticular interest .to y0u. 

Very truly yourll, 

(81gnod) Willirun 0'D1ey111' 

'l'filllam 0 1Dwyer 
Executive Director 

llr. Clarence Pickett 
American Friends Bervicie CClllllllittee 
20 South '.J.'ireltth Street . . 
Pbilade-lphia, Pennsylvania 
' 

Enclosure. 

EBT:inJ> 7/28/45 ·' .'I 

\ 
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Cl.Ass OF Sn.VICE 

· i·_~- :--.~1-
r--,.. ~----'--,.· " ',!' , 5YMaol.s., , 

A: N.-WJLLIAMS ,;' 
PREl!llCEHT / 

The filing tilm: ebovn in the date line on te!eo-&ms and da.y letten is ~ANDARD Tl_l.JE-at point of origiR. Timo ~(re 
I -· - ---~- --- ~- --- - •- - -· -

€PA 1 ~r NL., PD...,·tUD EU'ff tA ·•PENN_· 22 
i..l·sfFLORENCE HODEL~~~"--·-c• ._ ---_ , . . 

. • WAR RrF~ittR~R~A~~ 8~ wA~D« l ~~¥:~ l 
HAPPl~~~--~EPGJ!!~!~.£!'J-C~q-~!~~f.l=-~()~~"~I~~-~Afll!fiE~(A.:tJit .. 
iou'R READtNE~ ro-HE&Ji•· -

- --~------- - -- - /. - - .-

\ 
\ 

' JAME~ ANifREW~ AUER~CAN FRfEND~ .ERViCE coulii1rif.c 
' . 

--- ~ - ._ > ·- -~- • -- •• -- ~ --

• TJn-; COlfPA?lY WILL AP.PRECL\TE 8UGO£STIONB FROM JT8 PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BERVIpK' 



Deal' flil'a: 

For your 1nf9rination and that of oth$r 

1ntereated persons, th1a 1a to advise you _that, in 

view Qf the early tel'minat1on of the War Refugee BO~l'd, 
over-all responsibility fol' tne Emergency Refiigee 
Shelter -~t Fort Ontario, Oswego, New-York, has.been 

transferrpd from the War Refugee ~Oard to tM 

Department of the Interior. 

Very truly yours, 

Floronoe Hodel 
Assistant gxecut1ve Dil'eoto:r 

/ ~ 
American Frionda ::3erv1oe Oommitl:l¥e, 
20 South 12th Otreet, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvnn!n. 

~ EBT:~~~ 6/26/45 

\'. 



J\llle 22, 1945 

JUN22.1945 

Dear Mr. Pickett: 

Thank you very mu.oA' for your kind letter ot 
June 12th, which has Just reaohed me upon my return 
from New York. Your.views concerning the work ot 
the War Refugee Board ae well as work1ng-w1th the 
Board are a eouroe of deep gratification to me, but 
you have been too generous in your ea timo. tiQn of 1IJ.1 
pal't in the Board 1 e success. It is very. easy. to 
serve &nd work for a right- cause. · · 

I feel that I must take this opportunity to - ···-
express- to you the great deb't of graUtu~e whlo-J:i-:-we 
owe to the American Friends ServioeOommittee. It 
is clear th.at the Board could not nave aooomplishec'f 
what it did had it not be~n for the constant sup-
port and service given unremittingly by the private 
American relief agencies~- -The advice and assistance 
we received from you and your colleagues. in the 
Alllericen Friends Servioe.Oommittee were not only o\lt
etanding, but a real inspiration to all of us. In 
addition, we shall never forget that Roswell MoOlelland 

'who performed so brillantly for the Boafd was made 
·available by your Oommittee. 

S1noerely.yours, 
(Signed) :r1oreno9 HodAl 

i'lorenoe Hodel 
Ass is tarP,$"Ji:xeou t1 ve 

_ Direotor 

Mr. Olarenoe E. Pickett, 
Executive Seoretar7, 
American Friends Servioe Committee, 
Twenty South Tveltth Street, · 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

FH:ve 6/22/46 
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_Honorary Chair~i;& 
RUFUS f\.f. JoNa ' 

American Friends Service Committe:e-

Twenty South Twelfth Street ·. 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvanii -

Telephone, RnTENHOUSE 9372 

June 12, 1945 

Miss Florence Hodel 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D./-C. 

Dear Miss Rode;~: 

I notice that the War Refugee Board 
is destined to. early l1qu1da t1on, _ While I 
suppose this is 1nev1 table due .to changed 
circumstances, I find that it brings a cer
tain twinge of regret to me and to man:y in 
our organization. - - -

The Board has shown vigor, cqncevn --~c 
_and vitality in 1t s -efforts to~get--csomething-
' done in a tragic human situation. It- has 

been a matter of immense satisfaction to us 
to have the opportunity of \\Urking as we have 
vl1th the Board. To no small extent youi' own 
devotion, intelligence and concern is respon
sible for the Board's success and for our 
pleasure in working with it. ·will you please' 
accept_ our gratitude and our hope that fortune 
rray continue you eome place in officialdom 
where we may have the opportunity of dealing 
with you. 

On behalf of the Amer1ean Friends Ser
vice Committee, I am 

CEP:mf 
cc: Jim Andrews 

Clarence E. Plckett 
Executive Secretary 

\ 

-----.-·. 



TO : 

FROM: 

\ 
'\ 

- ..,.,; 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF- THE· PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE June 15, 1944 . 
~. \, 

Jlr. Lawrence s. Lessor 
/ 

Robert L. Smith 

. ,, 
-~l 

\ i '~ 

:,~\Yi 
f (\ j -

About llay lat. the enclosed telegram was turned over to 

me for action with tho suggeetion that I work on it wfth Standiah. 

He advised mo that the matter should be referred directly to 
. ~ 

State Department so I took it up with Mann, who informad me that 
- / . 

he had been approached directzy by American Friends arid was 

pressing State'- for a reply. After about two weeks llaJinTiit~rmed 

me that ~the particular cases mentioned ~ the-tel~gran(tiid 

reached aTcrisee inasmuch as the two Schmidts would-either be 

free or in jail by the following day and apparently State was 

awaiting the determination of these c&11ea before taking action. 

It is unknown what action has been taken on this since. 

"1"'11 

!/"• ~ ·_ t 

,,,!•. \ >.'-

,. 
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•••• 

·MARl-1945 

Dear .. ~ srunoti 

~I have been intorae,d that t.he Aaierioan :Prl•d8 
- - __ , --- -

S.mctt Oci.ittee ii endeavoring to arrange tor ai• ot 1u 

reJ>re1mtathee1 1 · Jfr. l}-"r•·.Jam~, t~ gl) io.Sld.tsei-lud 

1Jl ~eotlon. with the work ot that organbat1cm •. · 
- - - ,.-, - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

It 11 ay Ullder1tand1Dg that ·1our Board will b9 

0.Ued·uixa toteke \ipwlth thtcDelJ&l"tlMMlt ol'·Stat,e; 

certain •otl:o£ tho.: trip• fhl• ~iii' to •<1TJ. .. ·701l.~J 
.:...::_._--~-~--- -=-:::O---=---"--=-- ~-- - --c".---;c--:-_-~~;.7=-::----

- - ·-- -_ 

approval of ;the War_·Be.tUg .. Boal'd. 

·. Ve~ truJ.i ~oure~ 
'(B:lgnea) v,inii;;,, oi~~ygti. 

Willlu O'DwJel' ·; ~. 
Bxeoutive Direo\Or 

Jfr. J ... 1 Brunot, 
Buout.i'n Direotor, 
PrH~t• • 'Kar Reller Ocntl'Ol. Board~ 
W&1bington BldldJna, · · " 
Wa1bingtcn 2J, D. O. . 

w BBT1hd 3/1/45 

·~.·[.··.·· ... 
., 

- .-;. 
ETI' . 

I 
. I 
>I 
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Telephone 
RlTI'ENHOU!i£ 9372- ~: - -Executive Secretary, cU....NCE ·~.--P1cl<rir' 

\~ 

American Friends Service Committee 

Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania 

· · - February 23, 1945. 

Miss Florence Hodel, 
Assistant Executive Dlreotor, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

/ - . 
We are anxious that Elmore .raokaon, who is now stat,ioned 

in London, England, as Liaison Officer between our committee and 
British Quakers, go to SVfitzerland in order to discuss the future of 
our work there wi,th the McClellanda. 

With our responsibilities in France opening _up, we need 
to determine not only the question of Mr. MoClelland's future ser~ 
vice with us but also the extent to which our work in switzerland' 
should continue. We recognize that you are not in posi:t_:t.01t_ to:.l'e•c 
lease Mr. McClel.land from his duties with the l'iar~Reti.lgee Board, but 
we wish to be prepared when that time does arrive.---- · 

I - - . • - - - -Since Mr~ Jackson_ is an Amerioan citizen, the passport· 
' now in his possession in Lon4on would have to .be validated by the 

Department of State for his travel to Switzerland via France. We 
have not yet received an answer from the Department of State to our 
letter supporting validation, and it the· Embassy 'in London refers -
the matter here we are anxious that the Department should take favor_.:. 
able1aotion. Would you be willing to write a note of endorsement to 

!/the President' a War Relief Control Board, leaving to that Board to_ 
., take it up with the State Department? . . - . 
\ - . 

In a oable which left London February 8th, Mr. Jaoksoli 
states that the Embassy has cabled to Washington, that the Embassy 
will arrange Frenoh/transit, and that the travel to Switzerland is 
supported by Jall!es Mann, repr,esentative of your Board in London. 
Mr. Jackson anticipates his Swiss visa in early Maroh. . 

~· ~ 
Our Committee would greatly appreciate any efforts which 

you may make in Mr. Jackson' s behalt. 

JA/n 
/ 

r) 
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JAN s. 1945 

Dear '.Ir. Vaill 

I arn enclosing herewith a letter dated Nove1:1ber 9, 1944, 

and its enclosuree which were received for you from Mrs. Marjorie 

lAcCl(ilend through the United Sta tee Legation in Bern. 

_, __ .=-~-· 

Very-truly yours,- --- --- --- --- ------ - ··------- - -- -·- --- --·--·-

/ 

Mr. J1uues Vail, 
'American Friends Eervice Committee, 

20 South 12th Street, 
Philadelphia~ Pennsylvania; 

Encl omre s. 

r_ 1(l' m,i.t ~ -
..., IPlrumutchieon:inp 1/4/45 , 

ISigr;ed) J. 'la-Pehl& 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AIRMAIL 
OGUFJi?ff __ a 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

_Bern, December 20 1 1944. 

I €\ID taking the liberty of :fozwarding to the 

Board with the request that they b,~;; kindly_ transmitted 

to the American Friends Service Colnmittee (James Vail), 
.,/_ 

20 South 12th. Street, Phila~elphia, Pa. a report_ of a 
. .,.,.. 

preliminary investigation into the question of "long• 
/ v 

term" re:fugee~,~!P-__.,Sy~itzerland, and ~. le"titer <?:f, appeal ~o 

Hungarian groups in tq~_-Vn.itad States from the Hungarian 

Relief Commi Hee here, plus - a· covering r~ftter ~ ---:Th:a - --

A. F. s .c. office in Genev~ 'h"as wanted to get these o:fi.. :for. 

some weeks now but has been unable to due to the continued 

lack of regular postal service. 

Enclosures for i\merican 
Friends - P'niladelphia. 

John w. Pehle, Eoquire 
Executive Director, 

Very sincerely yours, 

t~ett 3;--;,,ea~e_ -
v'Rosw.ell D. McClelland · -
Special Assistant to 
the American Minister. 

War Refugee Board, 
Washington 25 1 D. c. DF.CL.A!JSIF!CO 

Staw D&pt. J..ottcr, l·ll·72 
kl!r: op 1 19~: l Jt1 B. U. ParkS Dato~ 

l\~,-



r 

Geneva, 

JlEPORT OF A PRELTIUNARY ENQUIRY UNDERTAKEN 

A!·IONG REFUGEES IN EYIITZEHLAND FOR THE PREPAP.ATION 
I , 

OF THEIR POST-WAR IUGRATIOll AND REPATRHTIOll. 

Sponsored by 

"Schweizerische Zentralatelle i'ilr Fltlchtlingahilfe1! 

(Zurich) 

June, 1944 
Under the Direction of the 
"Aide aux Emigres" - Frl, 
B. Hoher1Tn.1th, 
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Introd~ctOi:y Re;oo_rks;; _ 

Considering the fact-_that refugees v1ho live in 
Switzerland will have to leave after the warj. several '; 
competent organizations are_preparing for·this·n~w emi~ 
gration movement in one way or another, In order_ to get 
the opinion or- re,fugees concerning their owri futures and· 
concerning aleo emigration problems il1 general; the -_-. __ 
Geneva Circle of .Studies which deals with refugee questions 
has undertakena direct research project, A questionnaire 
was drafted alld submitted to the "Schweizerilichen Zentral;.. 
stelle ftlr Flilchtlingehilfe11 , This organization submitted 
the plan to the competent section of the Federal Police 
which gave its conseilt to the carrying -out of the enquiry. 
It was decided to unqertake fir et an experimental enquiry 
with a limited number of refugees, so as to see the out-_ 
co11e of such an enquiry before deCiding whetherit~be ex
tended later on to all refugees, 

_ The material. here presented gives the resultof 
the first enquiry, undertak~n with 366 emigrants and re;. 
fugees, partly in _camps, partly living at liberty, -No 
general conclusions -can be drawn ·from -this sl'llilll cross;. _ 
section of refugees; but it can never.theless give a fevi -

·valuable' hints· on variOus problems connected with r;o_1it:~--
- ~WJ!.LmiWtiQn_m,'_!:_epaj;ri!l_tion~ __ Be_13ide_~t_lrls_the data • - _______ _ 

gathered il1 this project al'_e -il1dieative of- the~questfons~----
which ·1nterest-the _refugees now in SWi~zel'land. 

•f- · The reporter refrains fr~m expressi~g her own--· 
opinion on the particular points of'the enquiry, She also 
expresses views which -frankly-contradict eacn-other, as 
the goal of the present work ·is not to :·represent a certain 
tendency but. rather to give_ ~cross-section of the re- · 
fugees 1 opinions, and to req6rd and clarify the problems 
arising therefrom, 

' 
The enquiry offered an invaluable opportunity to 

enter into direct contact with the individual refugee, who 
has the possibility of discussing problems of the most 
di verse nature; we tried to frame questions both of an 
objective and a subjective character; individual encourage
ment was given in many instances and often bitterness could 
be tempered by a quiet talk, c{>_o; beyond the technical • 
prep1ration of post-war migraIToti, ·the enquiry has served 
to create, in many instances, an atmosphere of understand
ing and confidence. 

To refugee organizntions and their collaborators 
Ylho displayed the utmost readiness .to carry out the present 
enquiry, we express our heartful thanks for their. kind and 
invalUllble help. 

~-
l 

~-·. 
I 

L 
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statistical Data: 

- . - - . -

· Egetswil •••••••••• ; "• •• • ••••• 66. (and at Ubii;rty in Zurich) 
Davesco ••. • •••.• , •• i; ••• ,· ••• ·:43° · · ·· · . · . · · · · 
Bienen'berg .. ) · 
at liberty in mtie(- ·-~-....... ·50 ~-- , 
St-Cergue ••••••• • ;./, .<.; .. • .... 39 
Bonstetten ) ... · .. · ... · .c 

Birmensdorf' ( •• ; ..... ~ , • .. 70 
Bourrignon ) . , · · 
Training course, Zurich ••• · •• ?.O 
Mou.don •••••• ~ •••• , .-•••••• -•• ~ 52 . _ 
at liberty in Bern ....... ; •• ·26 

Total ........ ;366 ·. 

Present place of residence : 

.J;t1 camps • , , •• ,'~ :•., •••• ;~, .;; ,. 719 ·. 
-At liberty •••. · .•• -.•.. -~--,-.. -.. ~ 

. Total •• ~. • 366 . 

Age of those questioned : 

..... --- ----From.J.6-to -20-~ •• ; .-• , ~-· ;~-;·~~ ;~62--· 
. 20 to 30 ............. i • • 62. 

JO_ to 40 _,. _.- ·-·-~,. -~- .-. t ~-· _._ 9? 
40 ·to 50 ...... ; •• •. .... • • • • 97 
50 ~to 66 .-.- ... ~ .-.·-.- ... -.-'. J9 
60 to 70 ............ ;·~.-~ l? 
70 to 86 ,••.. ••••• •.• • • •• 2 

Tcrtal •••• J66 

~!.en •••••••••••••••••••••••• 281 
Vlometi ~-·'·· •• _ •••• -••••••••••• -~ 

Tatar •••• 36.6 

'.!aritAl status : 

Unrrnrried •• , •••••••.•••••••• 
rn,arried ••••••••.. , , .. , ..•.• 
widovied , , • , , •• , , ... '•., ~.,,, 
divorced , . , . , •.. -, , , . , ..... . 

161 
172 
17 

...12_ 

Totnl ...... 366 

\ 

t 
I 
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Religion 

Jewish •••••••••• ; •••••.•• -~ .-- ';U.7 __ -
-Protestant· -, , , , , , , , , , , , .-; •• .-- ::32 
Rol:-an Catholic • • •• • .... ; ; ; • 46 
Greek Catholic •••••••••• -~;, 4 
lii thout specific religious _ 

connections •••• -•• ·• •• ;~ -
-_- 366 

Citizenship or former-nationalitr: 

Czechoslovak •••••.••••.•••• 
Yougoslav ••• , •••• _, ••••••••• 
French •••••••••• (~' • •••• _ •••• 
Italian • • ••• • ••• '~' •••••••••• 
Luxemburg • • •••..•• : ••••••• , 
Hungarian_ .. --~ .• _ •...•.•••.. ! .-
R°'.J.ssian ••• -•• • ~--.-:~ •••••••• -.-.:__. 
Belgian .... -.--.. -..• -~ •......•. -. 
Dll:tch , •••• -••••.• -•.••••..•• _. 
Ru.rnanla_n • , , ••• -.. , • , , , , •••• , • 
u.e.A . ......... _ ...... ~ ... ~-. 

Present nationalit~: 

19! have kopt their ila tiOnali ty. 
172 -ha yo. reported as 1• sta teleros"~ _ 

The rearoons which have led -to the lo~s of Citizenship are the following i 

e, Cesaion of territory of country of origin; 
failure to-avail themselves of the right of option, 

b, Individual de-nationalization. 
c. - Racial legislation in Germany and Austria, 
d. Refusal of conffilate to issuei passpo1·t. - Non

prolongation of passport, - Wi thclrawal of pii.rosport, 

e, Aprlied for naturalization, (for-'example in France, 
loss of former national:l.ty and failure __ to a~quire Mtionality 
applied fer as well, '~"""" 

i'. i'/hi te nusafon refugees 

Identific.etion papers, 

?5 refugees declare they have none v1hatscover, 

~ 
'! 
·[ 
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Members of-family missing 

Couples separat!ld through deportation 

'.'Missing members of fariiily _ • 

Date of first emigra:tiori 

--if~_ 

209cases. 

Before 1919 .~ ••••••••••.•• : ?4 of those qliestiOned. 
1919-1932 o "" • • • • • • • • • "• • 99 II - ll ll-

1933-1939 • • • • • • • • • .-. • o •• •, ,179 II - II - II 

1940-1943 ....... ._ ......... ~t_t -11 ll 

To~~ ••• ,; ••• 366 

Number of individuals involved 

From Geimaily . •• , .~ ~ •....•• -. • • 99 
11 Austria •••••••••••• ~ • • 54 
11 Poland •••. :--~ •......... 77 
11

· Other-countries •..... ~ 

366 

. :;-----.-------------- --- ---.-

4 

-; 

.i 

Country of immigration (following the first emigration _____ _l ______________ _ 
fro:ti country~:or o:H:g~ny-:~---.-- ---- ---------------- --

France received the greatsst mimber, 
Belgium was next in order, and then 

-Holland,- in third place, -

Arrival in Switzerland 

Before August 1942 - legal entry_ 
after - II II 11 11 

• _ 50 - illegal entr-y 
56 - II II 

State of Health 

--243 of persons qu~e:!;_ioned_declared themselves to be 

123 II II II 
in good health 

II II II 

in P2Q! heal th. 

Professional Training 

: 23 
:237 

Unskilled ••••••• ; ••••••••••• 94 
Handicraft, skilled 

(including 33 young men 

women• E work • • • • • • • • • • • . • • Erl 
Technical v101·k • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25 
Traders, merchante and 

businoee men ••••••.••..••• 105 
Univereity Graduates•••••••• 55 

366' 

who have begun training 
but hRve not completed it,) 
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Scientific Activities 

11 of thciae questioned said they had ~en eng~ged iii 
scientific ;1ork~ - - -

Agricultural Activities-

---··-~ 75 of the persons questioned stated that th"ey were e.cqu!i~itied 
with agriculture aiid gardening. It is to be noted that:famoat of the_
cases the biowledge is lilni ted to aimpled;ardening ~find that only a· fev1 '· 
have a real knowledge ()f agriculture aild animal husbandry. -

Re-Training and Further Training. 

Re-training (learning a nevi trade) was asked for in 24 cases. 
Further training in the fo;rmer job was.asked for in l46cases. _ 

languages· spoken 

a. 

o} 

300 of the 
252 II -- fl 

155 II II 

64 II II 

persons questioned spoke Gerina:n~ 
11 " - -- 11 French, 

"' 11 11 11 English, 
11 11 11' Polish. 

b. Beside the mother tongue : -

_l foreign language is spoken in 73 cases, _ 
-----2- --u-~ ----1t--are--n--=----=-- u--~75~--~11-:-- ------~------. - -- ---:---------- "'="" --· --- P.- -- ------

3 II II _fl - -•II II -·_48-- II ! 
_ --4 11 II II II II --26- II f· 

o) A particularly interesting figure, as there were 95 _l'ofes among 
those questioned, 

Rew tria tion (Return to the-Coontry of Origin) 

l'lish to return to Germany 46 of those questioned 

fl II fl 600) Austria 29 II II II 00) 

o) _- . -
{out of a total 

of 105) · 
(out of a total of 65) 

fl fl II to Poland 
II 

6 II fl, II (out of ·a· total of 95) 
II II II Italy 

fl II II 11 France 
II II fl 11 Belgium 
II fl ti Czechoslovakia; 
II " " Yougoalavill 
II II fl to u. s. A. 
" II II 11 Luxembure· 
II II II II Russia 
II II II 1' Hungary 

Repatriation to their 
repr,ective countries of 

10 II 

34 II 

7 II 

5 II 

4 fl 

1 ,;ii.,~'-¥ 

l II 

2 II 

1 II 

oriein is wished in•••••••• 146 cases 

II 

111 

11: 

fl 

II 

II 

Iii 

11: 

II 

II ( " II II II . II 10) 
II ( II II II II II 37) 
II ( II II II II 7) 
II ( II II u II II ·13) 
II ( It II ,_, II 9) 
II ( II II II II 1)-
II ( 11 II II '-' II l) 
II ( II II It II II 5) 
II ( II II II II II 3) 
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~-

L 
i 
l 
I 

ii 
'i 

11 

!I 
--~ 

\ 

\ 



\ 

---,__;;-

_l)_D~-~-
~ ~ - " ''"' . cc "~. _"": ___ ,,,_:_ ....... --

J_,_-

~ - - """/ - -, .\'. '_ 0
) These 46 Germans _include 7 Jews who also wisli-,to return to ' : 

Germany. They fall into the following categories • 2 merchants,. 
3 students, 1 physician, 1 without profession. 

0
.
0

) The 29 Austriaps include 16 Jews who wish to return to Aus~ia~ 
They fall foto follj)wing categories _- _ _ _ . 

1 leather-worker' l ·electro-technician, 3 merchants 
1 decorator, 1 cabinet-maker, 1 arti.13t,- 1 language 
teacher, 1 dianond-cutter, 1 weaver, 1 white-collar 
worker, 1 baker, 1 locksmith, 1 glass'-worker,•1· 
without profession. 

000
) The two figures of prospective re~atriates to Germany and· 

Austria include a considerable :munber'of political ~efugees; 

Further migration to another European country. 
has already been the country of residence) 

(wpj.ch, .fn most _eases, 

75 of those questioned wished to go to France 
41 !J " " 11 

" 
11 11 Belgium 

13 11 
" 11 '' 11 · 11 Holland 

3 II 11 II II II II --.,·-ltaly' 
2 " . 11 II -,, II 11 "_Spain 
9 II " II " "- " II Britain . 
1 11 

11 
11 - " " 11 11 Czechoslovakia. -

144 cases. 

Emigration tO Palestine 

was desiriillin 43-cases. 

El'ligration to the United States -

after the war was desired in 27 cases. 

6 of those questioned were interested in emigration: to countries 
· overseas other thB.n United Sta tea. 

Repatriation or further migration 

Return to respective countries of origin •••••••••••• 
Further migration to other European countries ,; • _ •••• , 
Emigration to Palestine •••••••..• , .•......•. , .. -•.... 

II, U 

II " 

146 
144 
43 
71 
6 

366 
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-~ .- c· 
th~se in possession of a Wlid :rlsa or. periidt~ 

questioned u.e.-A .. -...... ~ ... . =.-; ...... •. -••• U-- ~r: tli.ose_ 
Fa:lestine •••• ~ ....... -; •. ~·; .-~- :6 "• " - -
Bolivia ••••••••••• ~ ••••• •;.-. -·3·11_ 11 

Cuba • • • • • • ••• •. • • • • •••• -. • ·"'- ·3 ·n:• ·-u 
N~w-Zealand •••••••••••••• -•• -. ·.1 n ·11-

Br-i ti sh India •••••• , •• , ••• , • 1 11 '_ 11 

~Aexico •••••••••• : ••••• : • ; ~ • : 1 11 11 

Panama ••••• • •• -•••••••••••••• -. ·l 11 •:"-' 

Curacao •••••• -" •••• , • • • • • •.• .. -2 " 11 

Brazil 
Canada 

•••••••••••••••.,••••• 1 n II 

••••••••••••t•••••••••~-11 
- ~sea. 

''-'· -

" -·~.;~11-;· 

~-ti 

11· 

" -

" ·11 

_11. 

II 

Reception given to the Qµestionnaire. 
\'~ 

In general, the reaction to the questionnair~ was a 

t 
Jj 

11 

.· F 

r 
I 

I 
positive one; in many instances it was received with great intereat, 
especially Vlhen the social worker entrusted Vllth the enquiry, thoroughly 
explained-its pur:i:oee. Naturally, disonant voic'es were.raised as.well : · 
"Yet ano.ther questionnaire; we have- filled in some, you know, and nothing 
ever came OUt Of it11 j Or 11! SP.B.11 return to my 00\lntry, that nnlCh is Clear, 
and in that case no questionnaire is: neceasary11 , or agai_n "What's -the. 
sense of it all ? Once the war is over, we.- all' leave SWi tzerland and 
then we 111 be-';on our own". - __ _ _ · '· 

- - ~-__.__ n~vertlial:e~t.li~ -o-vervineimrn-gc:ma.---ror1 ty ~?--tn:e rlli\lie~s took ~-c--.'.:.-
the·enquiry most seriously, not only from th~ point of•v:i.ew of their. 
own future but also because they have the. whole refugee problem very 
much at hea:i,:t !ind because they realized that our-enquiry is.part of the. 
general il!We. - - - -

The enquiry has shown how acutely every single refugee is 
preoccupied by the future; how his entire mental life is dominated by 
thoughts such as "Where can I go ? Vlho will admit me ? .Where shall I 
find my family ? Where and how can I earn my living 1" etc. The 
refugees 1 viewpoint tovmrds repatriation and future emigration is of 
course greatly influ~nced by the development of extevll!ll circumstances. 
As the end of the Viar now seems in sight, the positive and favorable 
reception of' the questionnaire might be attributed to this circum;, 
stance as vrell. -

Renarks concerning Repatriation and Further Migration. 

146 of 
Before entering upon detai~~"' let us note once more tl1s.t 1 _ 

those questioned inten.ded to return to their respective countries 
of origin. 

" immlgrate into other Europena countries. 
11 emigrate to Palestine. · 
" 

11 
" u.s.A. 

11 " 11 oversel\s other than U.S.A; 

141," ,, 
1+3 II II 

71 II II 

6 II II 

366 Total 

II II • 

II II 

II II 

II II 



Thel:lgian1 the ~ench, the-rJiianiPtlie Czechs~ 
the Yougoslavs iiitendalmost without exception~ to refurn --
to their re:epective• countries of origin after ~the v1ar~-
This applied to the Jews among them as well~ Even -if part· 
of the residents of the above co\lntries do not have con- -
sular protection at present, as in the case of the French 
and the Italians, yet all of them are firmly conVinced ,. 
that their country of origin will admit them after the war 
without any delay or difficulty. 

It is to be stated, however, that the ideas en-
tertained about the return itself and about resumirig -
ordinary daily life in the-home country.differ greatly, 
Many of the Frenchmen are of the firm opinion that they. 
Vlill return home directly, Many of them expect to be able 
to take up where they left off, i.e. to resume their jobs 
with the Town Council (or at };east to get their pension 
there), to recol'lmence within ~the shortest possible _delay. 
"la deuce vie -de la France" or to acquire,: 11i th the help 
of money and connections and without -'.!lUch delay and effort, 
a secure and remunerative position, Alsacian11 wisli urgent
ly to return to Alsace, but.only if it becomes French; 
otherwise" they would prefer to settle in France proper, 
The Yougoslavs and Czechs do not entertain illusions about 
their return and, especially about the fact that a good
many of their acquaintances-will ha:ve -disappeared fo ·the
meantine; - and yet they can imagine but one way : that:or 
the return• The htimber of Poles who 11ish to return to _ =. - :- __ 

------ - - - -- --- - -_ --Po1aoon-Eitta~fngry- ~r"'-( 6~crut-or~~-~J__-. ----:~-Th~~r:-ea~On~ro-1:: · ~--=- -- ----=- ~ ::_~~-
this -lies probably in the fact that'mmy of them have left_ 
Poland at a young age aria have spent the largestpart of 
their lives i_n another country; They wish; to return to-c 
the country iJf residence Which has- beCl)inEl theireSecolid home
land, Another deciSivefactor furthering Such a: desire-ls 
probably the circumstance that many of these Poles do no:t; 
speak Poli sh at all (only 62 out of 95 epeak Poli Eh .. : ) and 
that they are a\·1are _·of the -possilili ty of finding, in other 
countries, a higher standard of liVing than in Poland, On 
the other hand, one German holds the view that "repatria
tion will be the best; the· old country won't be worse than 

\ 

a strange one". Others again are of the opinion that it 
would be important to explain .!JQ!! to internees in Switzer
land, how urgently their help in reconstructing their 
respective countries will be required_. 

As the statistical clata show, the number of Jews 
willing to re'turn to Gerrrany and Aust~~ ill very small. Out 
of 1,6 Gemans who want to be repatrinteci'} only 7 are Jews; 
the corresronding pror,ortion ia ::>9-19 for Austrians. In 
the case of Ger·r.an Jows, tho deefre to return is motivated 
by coneideratione of an econo~ic nature; by the hope, in 
l!pi te of everything, to find relntives in Gerr'll:my; by the 
readiness to work on the rocial reconstruction of the country; 
and by the wieh to continue studiea in the rnother tongue. 
tho situation is somewhat different for the. JeVla who wnnt 
to return to Austria. Most of these emigrnnts left Austria 
in 1938, directly for German Sviitzerland where they have 
stayed ever since. l.trn{,l\lll.gee other than Gernan, western 
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cow{tries and Ailizations have temai~ea: unkno¢'~ them. 
They see there~e no possibility - nor do they posiies-s 
the courage - to re-build_- their lives in an unknown -
country. _That is why ollly one way seem13 to remair;i · open : -
the way back to the country of Origin. 

' ---. -, .- ._ ' 

!&any people have- 'suggested- that 'even: now those 
refugeeajvhg _are _to be repatriated should be gathered intO 
groups, so that they could begin preparationa for· their 
future tasks. 

Political refugeea would like_to retUrn·to-tlleir 
respective countries of origin, be.cause they are spurred- -
by the overrowering deaire to help_ to reconstruct -the· home 
country along liberal lines. They are looking forward 
with a great deal of impatience to the day 'ilhen they can 
leave Switzerland and can join the ranks or those who_ 
struggle ror new idea16. ,it -

_-Exactly one..:third or th~s~ qu'estioned
1 

mainly Poles 
and stateless (i.e. one-time Gem.ans and Austrians) wish -
to return to their respective countries of previous ·resi
dence (Fra_nce, Belgium, Holland); most _of them to France. 
Personal and economic considerations and family reasona 
are the main factors in influencing the decision to eettle 
again in these couutries. The refugees hope to find.again 
their household goods which uere left behind or to re.:.opeli 
their shops in these countries;_ diamond cutters; glove _ 

- --- - --l".ake-l'S--a-ad~fur- -deale.rs- believe-:that--theyc-vtl-l-l 4:;e~r-e-~ · c - _-.c:. ~- -
find work in Brussels or Antwerp.<-In many_ cases,-part of 
the family still lives there, the children were_ born in -
the country anrl are its c_itizens; acreal second -homeland 
has been Jound -thero, and t}lose-who found it want to return 
to the country in quei;tion. -- ;,\oiit of the interviews have 
revealed that staying in Europe is by far -preferred to 
er:rlgration overseas. - Most or the .refugees d.o~not wish to 
leave Europe, if there is any possibility to settle and 
earn a living on· this continent. The secret fear that 
Eooner or later anti-~e,1itisn Jllight get the upper hand in 
the U.6.A. - while it is hoped that it hae loet ground in 
Europe - has certainly e011ething to do ".ii.th this tehdency. 

Part of those questioned declared, hov1ever 1 that 
they wished first to go to the former country of residence 
in order to recover property, fortutie and goode, and then 
to go overseas or to Palestine. 

Only 43 of the 366 J erao~ueationed expre_ssed 
tho intention to omierate to Palestine.· They are either 
young Zioniete w_ho have been ideologically prepared for 
future work in Palestine, or people v1ho ,wish to join their 
families already.in Palestine. These people do not anti
cipate any difficulties in obtainfog vieas. 

The U.S.A., ardently clceired goal of many a. refugee 
only a feVt years ngo, lurn lost much of- its attractive force. 
Frorn the total of J66 questioned, only 7.7 wieh to emigrate 
to the U.S.A, Whnt are the reasons for this considerable 
d1ift of interest ? 
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·-·· .· .... ·_.• -·- _., 
~; Hence the wish was unanimously expressed that:· 
nobody should be compelled to•go to one' place or another, 
and that free choice and· rersonai decisfon concerning · 
his future should be left to each .and every refugee, -
This -was felt to be the only way ·to rie.ke responsible 
citizens out of those who wish to re:-i!ltegrate theins.elv_es 

_into sodety as its equal members. _-.The small mimber -of. ' 
Jews who wish to return to Germany ·and Austri!J., clearly 
shOYIS that the -solution. Of the JeYliSh problem and Of 

. statelessness lii certainly not to.be found..ina forced - . 
repatriii.tion. !.!any refugees are afraid tha:t anti,.;Semitism 
is too deeply inchlcated into the people aPi:I, ·that, for 
the ti ·e being, there can be no question of repatriating· 
Jews to 'the countriei; concerned; later on such a resettle-
rwnt has to W.ke place only after careful preparation, if • 
at all, - they point out: The setting up of a Jewish · -

l\ 
I' 

State is rejected by Jev1s who are in favor of assiinilation, 
but is supported by Zionists and orthodox Jews; . Some re- f 
fugees thought that a .Jewish State, whether in Palesti,ne , :_ .·.· 

·or elsewhere, is necessary, above all -for the young gene-

~~~:~,~'~:::::·:::,::. ::t::::::::: ::.:·::.::::on . ••. ·1:. 

of recove:ting theJr identity papers or i:assports;. they 
would like to be in pissession of passi:orts which·wou1d ·--. .. . . l 

_no:t_Qpl_y__grand _(ggJ..:.l.eJJ,'lE!.__~)·q11(_Swjj;~~erland bt1,t would be~valid __ -·-. __ ~.!_1: __ 
for entering another country and wouM be iilternationaII_y_· --
recognized.·-. Th_ese refugees nave in mind not only; an -_ . f; 
identity card su_ch as the Nansen [.assport; but_a document ji 
which y;o.W.d, on p_J,'inc_iple, guarantee the s-ame rightscas 

1
1 .• _-: 

any national r.iassi:ort, as for exampl,e the right to work •. 
It is pointed out; by·tne way, that internation_al_ arrange'°' 
ments should be made so that no statelessness could oceur 
in the future. · 

A Gerwin expressed the wish that refugees should 
receive a paper whiob would make a clear distinction 
betv1een them,and .the belligerent i:opulation, subject to 
the conditions of armistice, !.!any.wish that the Swies 
authorities would give a certificate stating the. period 
Epent in Ewitzerland as a refugee. ,Others again urge that, 
in order to :nake possible· immediate and speedy repatriation 
or e:'lieration after the war, the i:aperio deposited in Bern 
ehould be returned to their reepective ·owners novl FO the.t 
no tine Vlill be lost once the 14&~ibill ty to leave arisee~. 

Concerning the recovery of nationality, the follow
ing obscrvatiom: mist· be noted : n general· solution \vould 
acarcely corres1 ond to tho Vliehea of the refueees. The 
opinion is unani!'louely held that by no means should refugees 
be forced into a decision, and that they should have the 
possibility to take a personal stand on the question. - Over 
and above this, many refugees think·it neceenarythat a 
representJ.itivc body be 11et up which v1ould advise refugees 
and defend their intcrestn againr.t authorities and organi
zations. 

\ 
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It seems sel.f-:evident to one group of ~efugees · 
that their respective cotintries of origin should be coffi;_ 
pelleii to restore nationalities ·tC> thc;ise de-nlltionalized; 
including Jews. - Another group is of the opinion,;,~hat. 
the. only solµtion for stateless Jews is to receive· Pales
tinian nationality, no matter where they can or want to 
reside, whether they· are able or desiie to live iif Pales-
tine, in Europe or elsewhere. A _considerable ·group of 
stateless refugees maintain that utider all circumstances 
they wish to receive the citizenship of tlieir~lasi country 
of residence, Le. France, :aelgium, _etc. · 

Preparation for Emigration, 

The questi~n of preparation is of course closely 
related to that of emigration and repatriation. !.lost-re
fugees are greatly preoccupied with -such preparation and 
would be most grateful if it could be already begun in 
different fields, It is particularly desirable that re-
fugees in the camps be constantly informed.about the 

,development of tl:ose post-war problems which directly 
concern them, such as : possibilities and· difficulties 
of emigra_tion, conditions of immigration into _other 
countries, situations refugees will ha,ve to face in the 
country wliere they wiEh to go after the wa~thEE._na ture-_ ... ____ · _ ~-- --~-.-,- --+--'----··---· 

--·---~-- -- ------0f~the~eeonstnrction1YorJc--io--:oe·done. !.!any e].'roneous .·· · ; . 
impressions could be corrected· by-giving them factual in- · 
for'T.ation. The pre}:arati6n of refugees for_ r'.e-integara:-
tion into a national-community, whether 6L the :nother 
cotint,ry-oi' the country of prospective .emigration, must 
exterid to the.spiritual-field, as well, A gri:atdeal of. 
attention should also be given to the question of re-
conciliation. and the overcoming of _hatred. 

It isproposed that ari inf~rmation center be set 
up to deal vd.th all questions concerning the repatriation, 
emigration and resettlement of refugees, 1.lany refugees, 
however / doubt very mch whethe-r the conpetent authorities 
and organizR.tions are already reR.lly doing everything 
tlithrn their rower, in collaboration with refugee organize-· 
tiona in foreign countries, to acquire information concern
ing possibilities of immigration. 

Many refugees are lllVleretandably anxious about 
the question of their i:-0st-T1ar~~nor'lic and social reinte
gration and accordingly urge that relief' funds, hoMes, and 
the like be set up in the counU-iee of immigration in 
order to aeaiat them over the difficulties of tho fit.st 
months, by providing work, shel tor and encouragement, 
;,!any are perfectly aware, particularly elderly peo11le "in 
poor heal th, that the transition frorn the camp life which 
they hRve been living for years, to the-activities of daily 
breadearning in a new country will be very difficult and 
will involve oony unforeseen problems, both innterinl ancl 
psychological, which it vrill not be easy to solve, 

,··-
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Regarding-Camp Life, 
-· -

It is pointed out Ume and again that the great 
efforts exerted by Switzerland in belialf of the refugees 
!!re impaired by the fact that the ca'.!lp directors are uh 
able to win the refUgees 1 _confidence, The impression 
these people get of SWi tzerland is· not_ ohly infituenced 
but sometimes entirely-_ formed by incidents in which the 
11Le.gerlei ter" is. the central figure, · "Where are tile carop 
directors generous and broadmindedenough~to really lead 
a camp community ? 11 This important question is raised _ 
again and again in different tones, The lack of external
diacipline is often explained by the fact that these 
refUgees have been through so many internal crises in
flicted upon them.by their hard lotthat they have lost 
that sense for the often exacting a.i:i'cl. troublesome accom
plishment of the everyday duties of;ccommunity life, 
Nevertheless, even the dissatisfied ones are gratef\11 for 
what Snitzerland has done for them, They repeat: this 
quite often, 

RefUgees are constantly taken aback by the fact 
that at any time and without the consent or even the knowledge 
of the perrnn involved:, one can be transferred from one. 
camp to another, Invaluablti contacts • born of common __ 

--. -:. ~ -· 

- 14 

need - are thus bToken,,and people_ who have been able to_ ~-~ , 
-- -----mutuall;¥-underst.and-.an~assiat_each_.othex,_£lra. s.eparat_ed~---:<~-c.:~:'--"---~--. ------·----~ 

Such a procedure ~mphaaizes the refUgee 1 s lack of rights. _ · 

Thoughtless rer.iarks ny civilians like this are
particularly woundi,ng : 0 Vlho a_sked you to co:ie_ here?- \7hy 
don't they go back ·where they, came fl'_o'.'.I, ~--rf you: comJ! ·to 
Switzerland as a refUgee, you're not entitled tO ask for 
anything; be glad you're.here!" Such comments hurt and 
humiliate, J.lany euffer also fron the difference ;in trea~- -
mel)t granted to those, on -the one hand, who enjoy consular 
pr~tection with often considerable financial aid and to 
tho·11.e, on tho other hand, v1ho are stateless, and receive 
neither protection nor money, 

Ho complaints at all are voiced about the food or 
camp :i;ay. Hor.ever, the usefUlness of the work done is 
often questioned and dissatisfaction expressed on this 
point, 

fo'.'.le of the rei'utees asked; "Coul<bQ()t
1 

certain 
alleviations be granted those who have been in c*mp for n 
loneti~e - in contradistinot16n to those who have juet 
entered one?" 

Many feel it a great burden to be constantly to
gether Yti th eo many, on the v1holo, totally strange peor·le 
and thue not to be able to retire in one way or nnot~er, 
"If only I had a littles room to myself, n little privacy:" 
- thia ie the main Vii eh of numerous refUgees. Involuntary 
collectivie11 makes for inner eoli tude. For "not.;.being-

able-to retire" does not create comradehip, on tthhae con- . 
to reserve n ever. 

trary, 11 forces people into a groA r 



\ 
1 

• • It is hard to state whether men~i' capB.ci ties -or. 
memory have been seriously effected. by' eamp~life. There _ 
is little time or leisure so thfit the habit· of.irttellectUal 
concentration is urually lost. Often the necessarj books 
for self-inS~~!llction are laGking. ·~, 

_ Life in camp i_s particularly hard for women, .At_ 
teast, more complaints are registered by them than by men 
Tlho seer'! to accustom themselves more easily to· this way· of 
life. They often say, ,though; "You lose your nerve· if 
this camp life lasts too long because it gradtially forces 
y6u to give up your personality." .._ - · -

Uany think that children and young people should 
be removed from camps, otherw~se it is likely that their 
character will- be spoiled, as ''life in camps is in itself' 
nnnarural, especially if it lasts too l<mg. Other 11tate-
11tmttJ, however, }Joint-to the e:xoelfont l'ipirit of comrrui11• 
ship which ofte.n develope in camp. The common goal_;.. later 
ectlgration to Palestine - seems to enable the Zionists·in 
particular. to maintain good morale. - It is generally re..; -
cognizi;d that life in camp demands great car:aci tyaf' adapta
tion. It )vould be possible :to increase this if more were done 
to raise the morale and qquilibrium of the -Ca.mp commuii.i ty; · 
The backbone of .each and every refugee could thus be' _ ·- - _____ _ 

- -15 -
\' 

_ _ __ ___ ------.filiff~ned ancl the conmon_a ttac_l_{e _ o.t'.11ervQ1.lJL<!Elp.ressions de..::_:-_-~=--~ 
creased or e_:µihinated. . -

The hardest to bear is, however the separation ol' 
families. ·~.lu_ch more difficult than unaccustomed manual -
labour is the "fact that _you can only see your child once _ 
every three months, that you cannot live with your husband." 
''Everything is fine i.n Switzerland, e>:cepFthis separation 
1thich is terrible, Is this necessary?· Fanily c!i.mps would 
be the necest gift vre could receive! 111 "Do not separate a 
nothcr fro:n her children. God created ;qothers· before nurses! 
If the Lord has left people together in the :rurmoil of war 
a.nd derortation, :.Ian ought not to separate them. - Do not 
sepirate husband and wife, particularly if a child is ex
pected. 

"The cost of family camps would certainly not be 
higher than that of sepo.rate ca:11pe, but how nru.ch courage 
and joy would be reborn .thore, hov1 many, hard.ships mitigated!" 

~'\\< 
The rcfugeee often po;l.nt to proble'ms of an education-

nl nature which will ariee, not only now, but even more, . _ 
later on, as an outcome of the present seraration of families, 
The children are often completely rcovcd fror1 the influence 
of their parents. The f(l.rente admit thnt wh.en they see their 
child only at 3 month intervnls, thoy spoil hfo thoroughly. 

It wa a not only difficul tie a v;hich. wore mentioned, 
however; thanlrn and hoort-fel t er11ti tude were also expressed. 
"It is good to be here, in spite of all the administrative 
dP.takea; the p,entiment of del)pest cp·atitude' towards the 

country which ehel V:rs me getfJ the upper hnnrl ac:ninst r,otty 

l 
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personal inco.. niences entailed by lire i~ -th: -·. amp" •• ~t:[ 
ll'l was. to be orted; Switzerland saved l!lej tJi,~i.'s why I 

. bore even the- quarantine gladly". • • ·. · ·· 

Many admit not regretting the t:i.me spent in.the 
camp as they have here tackled problems Vlh:lch otherwi:se 
they v1qUld never have cone across. 

Others again say: ''Retrospectively we- shall admit 
that the period spent ln SYlitzerland was not.the worst· · 
13.nd we shall gratefully acknowledge what this couritry has 
done for us, even if-at rresent so,1e things are difficult 

. to bear or to undersi:Bnd. 11 

Conclusion, 

The f'oregoing r·emarks are the outcome of u:aµy a 
talk between social r1orkers and refugees. Frorn _the mass · -
of the state·~ents giv.en vie perceive the l'1B.ny-sidedness of' 
the problems ilhich.confront ench and every refugee, :Jany 
of the remark!'; are evidence of the heavy blows dealt. to 
the refugee bef'ore he sought our protection; The relll'li'ks 
show. the probfems which will confront the refugees· once 
the possibility of e:nigration is opened to them. The_ 
state::ients give als9 a vivid picture of everythipg the 
refugees feel about life here in E'V1i tzerland -and i 1; is. 
clear from the ansvrers that sometimes it is none tOo easy:. 
to live the life, . . ~.:__.· _: -,~.•····- -. ---- - ·----------···---. ------------ ,- - ---- ' 

_-f 

These utterances made in talks whicli aimed at pre,;. 
rar:!.ng re.st-war emigration, are by no means to:be c8nside_red 
as critigal of all that has been done fpr the·:refugees~·c 
Uobody entertains any doubt about- the gooo-will of thoite 
\1ho are taking r.art in_ this great work of humo.n solidarity, -
But the f'oregoing rernrks can serve to suggest in v1hat ways 
the work done f'or the refugees mtist be.extended and deve
loped, There are first of all, the questions c~nnected · · 
with the pre:raration of rest-war emigrittion to which author;. 
ities and competent organizations should give the greatest 
attention, 

- There are, however, also the questions concerning 
life in the ca•1r-s, the life of' tho refugees in general. 
These qu/istions, too, are closely related to the question 
of post-war !l'igration, For one d11y thfl refugees will leave 
ue; events ore :1ovine vrith incredible rapidity; what to
day seems iT'1po1rnible 1 toriorrow be<JQ;,ips reality, This fact 
confi'onti; ue v;i th the concrete questiorp will refugees 
leave our country 1·1.l.th bitfor feelings in their hearts, 
with :lndiff'erence, will they feel free and as if libero. ted 
from n pressure, - or will they depart nil our fl'iends, and 
re:rort, with gratitude in their hearts n bout days s1;ent in 
Switzerland? l':hot a joy it would be for us if refugees 
we once sheltered would r,ay in tho i'µture tho t all . they 
have experienced in Switzerland hzs done good to their 
llod:lee •md uoule and thnt they hnve recovered thc1·e the 

. eonfidonce and courage to etruggle on ---

!lay tlils paper encourage us not to abandon our 
t<ffortP. to hy to vlin friend!' nr.ione the roi'ugcos, It it a 
benefit to the:,1 and to oureelves c.ro wcl~. · 

\ 
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Chairman, Rufus !\f. josES 
_ -Telephone 

RllTENHOUSE 9372 
-.-_ · -:-~f~u~,~-~~i~-~>:~~~~c1: E./P~-~~:rJ~ -. 

I 
American Friends ·-service Committee_· . .- . . ' - - ~. ·y. 

Mr. Leonard Ackerman, 
'!iar .Refugee Board, 
::ashington 25, D. C, 

Dear 11.r. Ackerman I 

- Twenty South Twelfth Street ' 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania · 

November ?th, i944 

t\= . / 
I think you will be interested to know that J.lr, Vail felt it)lould be 

entirely possible to ask Dr, S6hwartz to discuss with Sir Herbeut- Emerson the text 
- - - - - . --of the recent letter from Howard Wriggins since there is su2h- an intimate adiili_n-

istrative relationship between our two Cammi ttees i>.nd _the IGC~ _ _ .. -

.17.e hope that this use of the information from Herra.rd. \Yriggins wni serve 
. the end that we all desire and want you to know of the action taken, 

MPS/DER 
Enc. 

\ 
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Dr. Joseph J. Sclurartz, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution CoJlllDittee, 
2:10 Madison Avenue, 
New Y0 rl!: City,H.Y. 

Dear Dr. Schwartz: 

H0vember 3, 1944 

James Vail asks whether you will di scuse confidentially with Sir Herbert Ei;erson, 
while you are in England, the letter from Howard Wriggins which we received some 
weeks ago, J»P'f-of which is attached, ~\ 

lie mentioned this subject briefly to Mr. Malin while he was in this country but we 
welcome the opportunl~y for further consideration of it which your. visit to London 
presents, and Jamee Vail aaks that you diecuee that problem fully with- Sir Herbert 
on behalf of our Committee ae well as of your own. We !eel 1111re that he will under
stand, as we do, the e:ittremely difficult administrative position in Ylhich Howard 
lfriggine found himself in writing this lettar and will share our conVict1on that he 
would never have done so were he not fully persuaded that .the· iii tuation .fully 
Justified silch ~otion. -

Sir-nHerbertunderBtande, 'll'e-are corificient, through-Me and Kr. Malinf 11 conferencee 
with our staff here in this country, our Committee 1 e earnest hopes for a: program· of 
great usefulness for the Intergovernmental Committee. We are the more concerned -
for that reason lest lhat useful_nese be Jeopardized, It can only ·be fully realised 
through reprAsentatioif of the Committee by persons who--combine with the prestige and 
political persuasiveness that are essential, deep insight and the broadest social 
understanding, ~e well know that Sir Herbert ie even more concerned than we tbB.t 
hie Committee shall be so represented. 

7le shall gr"atly appreciate your presentation of our view in this matter; 

\'Tith oordia:l good wiehee for your Journey, 
•' 

Sincerely· Y:oure, 

(Mre,) Marjorie Page Schauffier,' 
Associate Secretary - Refug'~ Division 

~°"-\ 
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Chairman_. RuFVs- :\of. Josu Teleph£!ne 
Rrrn....-HOUS[ 9-372 

-.- -- .. - - _-

..:~t'C-U:!~V~--Sr.Cictary~: CL.AR~(:£ E.~ ~jCKriT . ,i , 
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A'.merican Friends Service Committee 
Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

October 18, 1944 

I am of course very much interested in the 
statement which you made as executive dire_p tor of the 
War Refugee Board on the occasion of the Jewish 
Appeal in Bos too. -Thanks lmmens ely for sending it 
to me. -

Although the number of people in view of 
the size of the problem ls small, I confess it eeeme · 
to me that the Board has done more than any of us 

-~na.d- any r1.gnt,o _expe~ I't la a magnificent _achieve
ment, and I wanted you to know that we appreciate· it. ,, 

We are VffJ:'Y glad to know_ that ·Roes McClelland 
has been giving satisfactory service in Switzerland.- __ 
I would have expected that he would, but it is of course 
a sati'sfaction that you are able to reassure us about 
it. . 

I am just off tor a little trip to London. 
Perhaps I can see you when I get back. I would like 
to know something more about what you see as the 
future of the Board. 

cep pc 

:-i: 
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October 16, 1944 

Dear Mr. Pickett: 

You may be interested in the attached oopy 
,/ 

ot an address which I delivered on Sunday, October 15 

in Boston, Massachusetts. 

I would also like to take this opportunit7 

to tell l'>ll __ ot the v~~~~xcellent. worLwhioh-Rosvel-1-
v 

McClelland has been doing for us in 8witzerl6.nd. He 

has show.r;i great initiative, sympath7, and J.11aginat1on 

and has made a very outstanding contribution to the 

oause in which ve are all so ·interested. 

Very truly yours, 

(SiguadJ J.w. Pen.1.., 

,/ 
Mr. Clarence PickeU, ~· 

"American Friends Service Co!llm1tteo, 
20 South Tweltth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Attaohl!ent. 

~ JWP:dg 10/16/44 

\ . 
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\L.i.R IiEFUGEE EOA!ill 

Executive Office of tLe rresident 

I 
RSLE;<SE NO. 15 

( Tne following address by John ;·1, Fehle, 
Executive Director of the ·,far Refugee 
Board, before a ciinner meet.ing of the 

. C:mbined Jewish Appeal, at the Statler 
Hotel, foston, is schedu:J.ed for cielivery 
at 8 p. o., Eastern 'Jar ilfune, Sunday, 
October 15, l9ll.., and in f·)r release 
at th..:it time.) 

Tonifht I ;yant to i;ell ,you scuething about the rescue progra'I\ which 
the '.iar li.efugee Board iias beer: carryini; on for the past eight months with 
the help of :he ·10 luntary philanthropic agencies of America, the govern
ments of :.he neutral countries, the underground of Europe, and men of 

·~. 

gc.)d .oill '"""lT·•r.ere, I cannot blueprint all the 'details of that progrB!n, 
but I can ;,i.vo ycu so;:ie examples tc.ken from tte files of the ;var F.e-:.f::.-:u.,g=e_,.e_~---'---
Eoard cf tr.e- .... art; t.hat-has gone a!:;.;2cr;· Jilla lF:ese illustrations bear 
witnes3 to the pract,ical ar.d ingcmiO'.lS hu:;:anitarianism of the American 
people ciuring tl:e grL'!Eeos t ·ciar in all his tor;. 

In Gothenburg, Sweden, -,-15, i)OO food ;:;arcels from .'1!r.erica were recently 
unkaded -- dest,insd for helpless irnnates of internment comps • 
285,0)0 more parcels are now on their way. 

In a f,alkan country a humanitarian volunteer arrives equipped with 
st:fficii;nt status, prestire and funcis to aid the victims of enemy 
persecution.· , . His first act is to furnish a shelter for Jewish refugees, • , 
He is currently ;_:sing jJri ·rnt.3 funds that origi11ated in ;\merica to provide 
foorl e~pecially for children. 

Of many co:;riers };ho have entered the Bal tic countries to rescue 
refugees, some hl've been reported missing immediately after their arrival 
and c·th.:.rs have !iV•m lost their lives in the effort, 

Over the F;trenees groups of cbildr•.m tortuousl:/~napo their escape .from 
France, pr::.or to i':.s lib•Jraticn, to Spain, wlth the blessing of the l.laquis, 
and rd.ti'. :h~ aid cf guid-:a paid by funds from 1\merica, • , A few vJeel(s 
l<i ter S(':rie nre on thuir way to Palestine, 

Along t.'1•.; !llacJ.: Sea ccai;t of Io.:mania small ships gather groups of 
refugees for a !laznrdous trip to lurk<::y, , • In 'furkey, two iunericaJJs 
p-::rouacje loc<il authoritius to cut rr:d tapo and to pennit rofugoos ar1·iving 
on foot amJ in v.nall boats t<> cross the country on th1:ir 1;ay from the 
Balkans to i·ale3•,int::, 

'l 

I -., 
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In a neutral country a prominent personage writes a personal' letter 
in lo:ii:hanc for delivery to Horthy, asking that there be a stop to the 
deportation and extermination of Jews from Hungary.-.·-. As a result of this 
and other protests, the British and American goverl\;1lents accepted the· 
offer of the Hw-:garian government to release Jews and agreed to care for 
those reaching United lfations or neutral territories. 

All over Europe listeners to secret radios hear statements of protest 
and warning against persecution of Jews issued by President Roosevelt, 
Secretary of State Hull, and tm Congressional committees of the United 
States. , • Pamphlets drop over J!ungary warning of retribution for her 
inhuman conduct. \\ 

In Southern Italy an American helps arrange for the escape in fragile 
ships of the do1mtrodden from Yugoslavia across the Adriatic to Italy. 
Some of those escaping later appear in African refugee camps and in an 
American lief.ugee:rShel ter. 

In a CBlllp at Casablan~a several hundred wondering Sephardics at last 
find a temporary haven ••• 

In upper New York Sta'te ail_;\Il!MicaQ~r_ __ visi.ts,_-hi.s-par-ents:.,_,;11ho-,--__:.__-~------~--'-'--
- v.-:ttlnrlmost: 1,-uro others- have been brought to Oswego. 

In Lisbon a com.~ittee meets to facilitate the departure of refugees 
who have come frpm France ••• Some arrive in ?alestine •.• Some in 
Canada. 

In London hirh government officialsr American·and British, join 
officers of an·international organization to expedite the rescue of refugees, 

In Poland, as in other occupied countries in Europe, underground groups 
protect exposed refugees by hiding them, by disguising them, by moving 
them from place to place. 

These ittms constitute part of the story of the current 1wr effort. 
America has be1m using every imaginable device to contest the enemy's 
barbaric <let1m-.ination to wipe out complete sections of th~ "llorld's non
combatant populati6n. 

~--This is not idle rhetoric, Thcra can !)@ no doubt that Hitler and his 
partn&rs in barbarism have a deliberate plan to exterminate entire segments_ 
of tho population of Europ!l, includinf particularly tha Jews. 

This uffort, as i:e Y.now from tho evidi,nc1:1 at Lublin and Kharkov and 
from much unpublishod material, has not bei,n confin"d to ihe Jews. In 
obvious preparation for another war, tho Gurr.ians hava killed large numbers 
of non-Jewish intulloctual and cultural leadors of Poland. Hugo sogmai ts 
of tho I'mssian civilian population have been slaughtered. Entil'o groups 
in all tho othi:.r oc cupiod countries havo fallen unq(;r tho crushing heel 
of llitlur and his follo11crs. 
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..tr:d t!;ere have bee,n tens of tl:-.ousands pf indiviuuals ·:1ho have been 
selected for death si.."'lply because they kept on being thera:;elves - which 
r.iecr.t ceing nn anti-Nazi preacher, a true der.1ocrat, a courat;eous patriot, 
an honest journalist, or a humane citizen. 

·:;e have teen shocked to the extreme by this war of exte_nnination. 
'fr.e barbarity of the en.omy has aroused the conscience of America, It has 
:;-,cbilized our 5yr.ipathies, and it has inspired tl:e Govem'lent of the 
Unite.ct States to do ell that can be done to rescue the intended victims 
of ener:1y slaughter. ,'."~· 

Specii'ictlly, this revulsion in Ar.lerica hc.s expressed itself in the 
creation of the '.'lar Refugee Board by ?resiciet,t ftoosevelt. It has been my 
pr·ivilep."' to S<;rve as !:.xecutive Director of this Board, the ;nembers of 
which are 0ecretary null, Secretary J!.01·gentha.u, and Socn1ta1·y St:i;iison. ,., 

In creati:1g the ':tar Refugee Board the President declared: "It is the 
policy of this Governnent to take all measures within its P9Yier to rescue 
the victir.is of enE.'Tl;/• ·?ppression who are in i.imninent danger of death and 
otherwiso; tc afi'orj such victims all pcssible relief and as::iistance con
sis-;.ent with tha successfd. prosecution of the ;.ar. 11 

------ -- ------·----~ 

The creation of the Board and tho statemont of this goal are land:narks 
in the hurr,anitarian his tor'Y vf America. The GiJvernmen t of the United 
States issued a uol~mn state!TWnt of policy in buhalf of refugees, c.nd it 
asked t.hreo :nembers of the Cabinet t.o take all feasible steps. to implement 
that policy • 

. -ts a result of 'i'lY se;·vice r:ith the Board, I have "come to appreciate 
more than uver some typically American qualities in their true magnificence. 
I have learned that ;irwricens are ci:pable of heartfelt indignation when · 
barbarities are con.rr.itted d•Jri:1g th.:i course cf a war. And I have learned 
that our ilr!ericen way pemits indignation to be translated into act.ion -
i..l"l tir:le of war no l_t:ss than in. tir.ir;s of peace. 

".'iitb:>ut the widespread ar.d insistent public int<:rest in, the perilous 
conditi<m of European refug•,es, it would have be<:n most-difficult to 
estahlish too E<>ard and to carry en its oper;-,tions. l.lany of thoso 1'1ho 
have been sawci fi·om Europe 1 s deathtraps o·:•e_., their lives to- Aml::rioan 
synpa.thy and ,\1r,eri.c<•n . .:ffort. ' ~~--

Thurg is 1::•1idenc<J that thi:; oppressed and <mdangerl:!d pooplf:S of Europe 
az·e ke•Jnl;r 1mare of kn~rica 1 s inl<.rust nnci ,\r.ierica•s activities, Ira A. 

l!irsch:-.an:., ·:iar fmi'ugeu Board roprt sc:ritative in ;mkara, has t.ol<i \ts of 
a r(;cent incic!,,nt ti;at illustrates this m·1Artln(Jss. 

Follo .. :inr fJ:u r~c,,,nt br.:ak in r•jlat.~cnu bctw.:•m Turkey nnd Germa.ny, 
a number of individual G91·ma11s, i•Ustrir.ms ::;nd Czuchs, known to be anti
ll&zi, !ound t,h1;!:",1J•,l•1.,s umlt:r ·a ·i;hrt:at cf 1..:r.pulsion frc.m Turkey l:ocauso 
they were technically GP.nnans in tr,rJ uy1;s of tt:o Turkish r.uthoritius. 
Some .approacr1:d tliti ".iar lbfuguo !loard rup1·vsuntativo for aid. 'Jhe:iy 

L· 
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receivc:d it and I am happy to say that the Turkish Goverrnaent has dealt 
sympathetically ·:.i.th these cas.,s. One cf thm was a woman 1<ho had livE!d 
in Turkey for 12 years and v;ho was accompanied by a ona-y.,ar old child, 
;·/hen asked why she had come to the United States officials, she replied: 
w:rnere else should I go? It seeraed only natural to come here, 'iibo else 
really cares?" 

Another typically A-"lcrican institution whose importance has emerged 
clearer tl'2.n ever is the voluntary phila11thropic agency. A quick and 
effective pro~ran of the ·.-iar liefugee Board was made possihl"l by i;er.erous 
crntrihutior.s of suggestions, personnel,·- and funds by private ag;:mcies 
tr.at r . .'!d alreatly existed in the field of intcirnational rescue and relief 
i'iOrk, 

I want to pay my unqualified respeots to these agencies fqr their 
generous supi:ort, As matters have developed, the '.'far Refugee Board has. 
served as a central enabling and expediting body for all agencies -
Jewish and non-Je\',ish, new ar.d old, reform and orthodox, soft-spoken 
and outspoken, 

To cata:j.og_t_l:!E?s_e_ll_g_encies viould be impossible, But I want to mention 
a few, The constituent a-gencies- of-the-Unitecf Jewish Appeal - the United 
Palestine Appeal, the National Refugee Service, and particularly the 
American Jewish Joint I:istribu tion Cor.,11ittee -- have contributed most of 
the funds tP~t have carried on rescue and relief programs, F~nds, ideas 
and unstinted cooperation have also come in varying amounts from other 
agencies, such as the :·iorld Jewish Congress and HIAS, 

It is the purpose of the War 1\efugee Board to strengthen agencies ·like 
these by giving thG!'i the :mpport of a clear-cut statement of sympathetio 
policy by this gcvernment and by using the diplomatic, licensing and 
communic2tion facilities of the government to help them achieve their 
·t1elf;r;re ends, 

I also want to pay tribute to many non"Jewish groups and individuals 
who have shown a true Christian spirit in their quick and friendly reaction 
in support of the holpless of Europe, This help has come from both 
i-rotestant and Catholic organizations. Tho 1\merican Friends Service Committee 
and the Uni~arian'Service Committee have made ir.lp94tant. contributions, as 
have other Frotes~ant groups, . - · 

The record of the Catholic Church in this regard has been inspiring. 
All ovr:r Europe, Catl:olic priests have fumishod hiding places and 
protection to the pnrsecuted. His Holiness, Popo Pius XII.i has interceded 
on :nany occasions in behalf of re.fllgofi:s in danger. 

In this c-:iuntry, too, we have rocoivod holp from Catholic leaders, At 
a most critical po:l.nt in the Hungarian situation, Archbishop Spellman 
wrote a truly impr<::ssive supplication to the Catholics of that country to 
protect anrl h1,lp the Jews, This moving statc.-:ient was broadcast· in, 
lluni::arian, and reprints of it w0rl.l droppod ov..;1· Hungary. ' 
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Of great assistance, too, was a statement of pretest against 
Hunga;·ian atrocities prepared by the late Alfred E. Smith in conjtinction 
"i ch ·.·ver 100 other non-Jewish leaders. 

il:.e r-.et result of all :.he efforts I have mEntioned has been 
a sir;nificen t contribution in the rescue of helpless human beings, It is 
aifficult to measure "he results of the ~ard's effqrts in figures, 
.-<ctually tl',oueands of persons were rescued from enemy territory, There is 
reason to believe that several huncireds of thous~'lds escaped death in the 
occc1:iied ccuntries as the result of the psy(fhological and diplomatic 
efforts of the !..'<oard. 

Thus, in the m.erican tradition, as the result of a partnermi.p between 
private groups end a government agency, there has been affinn13d -- in word 
and in action -- tche principle of human fellowship. 

In the matter of philanthropic effort, there is danger in confining 
'Jurselves to the recent pasi; or to the present. The instruments cf 
h12nanitarianisn must be plastic, l.'ley Must be fashior.ed for use in the 
challEngi:-ig new da:ts that lie ahead days of liberation, days of .pe_a,..c.c,..ce'-','---~~--------
days of reconstrus-ti-0n-.--

''le know fro::i recent ex;:ierience in Italy, in France, ana in Belgium 
that there is a prodigious ~ask ahead in the field of post-liberation 
relief and reirnbilitat~on. \'le knm·;, also, that UNfiRA and the Intergovern
mental Co=i ttee on Refugees have staked out certain areas .of activity, 
and are hard at work. But ,.,e also know that important functions are even 
today being perfcmed by voluntary- agencies. lmd we tave reason to 
believe that private groups ·:Jill continue to play an i.'!lportant role, It 
is most im;;ortar.t that voluntary agencies be supported f_ully during the 
period that lies before us. 

TI:is :rnr h:is brought untold suffering ar.d sorrow to the people of the 
·;;orl,1. It has heen particularly severe on the Jewish ;:iopulaticn, which 
has been r<:duced nearly one-third by the atrocities of Hitler. Jews-'.and 
Christians alike hbve shed dry, bit::.ur tears at the unspeakable atrocities 
cor..'!litted en the body and mind of man. 'Ihe time for tuars is almost over. 
The tine for constructiv& action is near. Detr:nnined. m&n and women must 
soon pick up the piece:s of our civilization, ri;asse:n.bl'e'~the:m, and move 
forward into a ;;orld of peace, wht::re human dignity Md thC1 brotherhood 
of man ir.ay or.ct. mo1·e provail. 

oOo 
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CONF I DENT1AQ ~ · 

HIAS 
K KELLER 92084 

HBELG SZB014 GEHEVE 
J 

RCAC CJ/25/44 CJ/26/44 

VIARCI\ 358 25 1128 NLT _- J 
TO CLARENCE PICKETT 

~ TWENTY SOUTH 11\ELFTH FROM MARJORIE-MCCLELLAND. 
- ~ 

\ 

PHILADELPHIAPA 

B '7000 NSL 

SEE NOTES 

SG TlllRTYNINE ACKNO"LEWE TGS FIFTYFIVE FIFTYSIXSEVEN STOP 

J~EVOUTLY WISH l~E COULD UNTANGLE TRANSFER SITUATION AS VIE 

EXPERIENCING AS GRE~T QIFFICULTIES HERE AS YOU UNDOUBTEDL~ 

THERE STOP SWISS AUTHORITIES GHANTED US T\\ENTYFIVE HUNDRED 
-

liOLl.ARS TOTAL MONTHLY QUOTA CONVEHS I ON INTO SW I SS :FRANCS F.QR 

REF-UGEE--'1'Rltff8FERS-Tttt-Ot-titl-r--NltTUlrALTV-rR_cumes" Af~'( FftANcs'wHl.CH . 

THEY MAY LATER BLOCK BECAUSE RECIPIENT INTERNED STOP ACCEPTING 

TRANSFERS FOfl INTERNEES THEREFOflE AUTOMATICALLY REDUCES AUOUNT 

(CONT/) 

" 

" ,-
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RCAC. 

\. 

')/25/44 ')/26/44. 

HBELG SZ8014 GENEVE VIARCA 358 25 1128 NLT ' 

TO CLAHENCE PICKETT FROM MARJORIE- MCCLELLA~D . 

AVAILABLE FOR PERSONS OUTSIDE STOP MANY INTERNED BENEFICIARIES 

HAVE SPECIFICALLV HEQUESTED CESSATION TRANSFERS UNDER THESE 

CONDITl.OUS STOP SINCE fiECEIVINO TGS FIFTYTHREEFOUR HAVE 

VAINLY SOUGHT CLEAR STATE~IENT SWISS AUTHORITIES THAT THIS 

AMOUNT OE CONS I 11ERED OUT OF QUOTA° NAT I ONAL BANK. REFUSES ~ .. 
b£C-tilf- Mffi-Mi\l-t.ER--MOfi_SllBM I TTED DEPARTMENT POL IT I QUE AWA IT I NG 

JiECISION STOP MEM\llHILE HAVE PAID REMAINDER AUGUST· QUOTA AND 

All SEPTEMBER QUOTA TllESE.TRANSFERS CHOOSING BENEFICIARIES NO,l ' 
ltnERNED STOP REMAIN UNPAID FOLLOWlt)m BENEFICIARIES MOSTLY \ 

(CONT. . 
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HBELG SZB014 GENEVE·VIARCA 358 25 1128 NLT 
TO CLAREHCE PI CKE TT FROM MARJORIE MCCLELLAND 

I NTERHED TG F IFTVTHREE KURT ACK-ERMANN COMMA HANS AUERBACH -

COMMA SERGE BERNICKER COMMA ERNEST ELIZABETH FISCHER COMMA 

ALBEHTO HA IMANN COMMA ERNEST HURWITZ COMMA MAURICE KOHN 
7~ . 

COMMA LILLY AUEGG KRAMARZ COMMA OERT SCHAUN COMMA RUDI 

SMUTEK COMMA MARKUS SOJFER COMMA GRETA STEINSCHNEIDERSTOP 

. --lG--~-lfl-'lEOillL.UAIBEflI!LliEJ.L V UAS~AN J::OMMA ERICH BODENHE IME6 
COMMA FANNY AHNA GLASER COMMA FRE IDR ICH JOSEF GROSS COM-M-:-:cA--------:----::-_ ---;:+-; ----,-------'---'-~_;_ 
OTHON GUMBEL COMMArlRUA HOENIGSBERG COMMA ERICH ELSE KAHN 

COMMA RUDOLF LEDER COMMA ELS~ MOHR COMMA GRETA MARXSANDERS 
(CONT.} . . _- . 
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HBELG SZ8014GENEVE VIARCA 356 26 1128 NLT 

TO CLARENCE PICKETT FROM MARJORIE i.!CCLE~LAND 

COMMA KAETHE SCHAPIRA COMMA GEORGETTE SCHULER 90MMA ALEX 
SCHWARZ COMMA SELMA STEINBERG COMMA JOHANNA RUDOLF STRAUSS 

STOP IF NOT PERMITTED CONSIDER THESE TWO TGS OUT OF QuOTA 

AND IF WE PAY AUOVEltENTIONED BENEFICIARIES IN OCTOBER WE WILL 
HAVE APPROX IMATELV F ltTEENHUNDflED DOLLARS_ REMA IN lt4G OCTO.BER 

QUOTA TGS F IFTVF I VE FI FTVS I XSEVEH Vi I LL THEtf BE ,COMPLETELY 
. -- -L I QIJlDATEJJ.-:irnuetBEfllP-~OttGCfi-OON·Nfftl~TttfS.:c.'Afffi-ANGEt-'·-· ·~----=----;~~~~ 

MENT STOP IMPOSSIBLE LOCATE GERTRUDE ALTMANN TG FORTVFIVE 
~ 

REFUND DONOR STOP FULL ADDRESS ERfiA .ABRAHAM .. \'IOHLFARTH 18 
\CONT.) . . 
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HBELG SZ8014 GENEVE VIARCA 358 26 1128 NLT 

TO CLARENCE PICKETT FROM MARJORIE MCCLELLAND 

VILLA WALDRUH BOCKTEN BEi 8188ACH BASELLAND STOP rnFORM ER"." 
HARD BRASSLOFF ONESIXTEEN WEST HUNDREDTHIRD NE~VORK GEORGE 

BRASSLOFF REFUGEECAMP OLSBERG ARGOVIE ANXIOUS FOR NEWS HIS 
:;~ 

MOTHER IN LONDON STOP WILHELMINA CASELLA SCHMOLKOVA CARE 

PROFESSOR RE ICHSTE ltl UN IVERS ITY BASEL ASKS TIN I POLLAK TWO• 

T~ENTVONE WEST ~IFTYSEVENTH NEWYORK DEPOSIT FURTHER REMIT• 

TANCES SWISS BANl'~ORPORATION NEl\YORK WHICH SHOULJ) INFORM ADLER 

BANK ZURICH VERY GHATEFUL HER HELP. 

J , r -·'-' . 

__________ -~--- . ______ · ____ . (COJU._)_·--~----"-'--~~------r;-i: -~ 
' ~. 

~ 
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•IBELG SZ8014 GENEVE VIARCA 356 25 1128 NLT 

TO CLARENCE PICKETT FROM MARJORIE MCCLELLAND 

TEXT: SW IS~ BANK CORP. (SOC I ETE J,£ HAt)I QUE~: SU I SSE) (SCHWEIZER I SCHER 
BANKVEREINJ(SOCIETA DI dANCA SVIZZERA SWITZ. & ~~ S"l/132 VT 4601, a335 

ADLER & CO AG ZURICH, SWITZ Y·48J2, 323~. 



Chairman, Rums M. ]ONES (l Telephone 
RnTnlHOU!iE 9372 

Amefican Friends Service Committee 

Twenty South Twelfth Street . 

Philadelphia 7, * Penn_sy:anfa 

Miss Florence Hodel 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C~ 

Deer Miss Hodel: 

September 9, 1944 

This is to let you know that we have 
requested air priorities to England for both 
Rodolfo Olg1$'ti and Margaret Fraw~. 

Leslie Hfeth ~as asked me to kee_Ji__jrt~10111L1~·~-..:..::.~~"++-,_"c_.~7----:/c:._'-'.-c---
------Up--t().-{la-t-e--on--::tnt-!!JB.narthink there is no ·. ; 

doubt that Mr. Olgiati will move shortly, on ;, ' 

-=:__; -

the basis of support from the Swiss'Legation, 
We may want to ~ee you some time in:tbe near 
future with reg~rd to Miss Frawley. -·-· 
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J)l1iJttdelphia 
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'"'"'· "B-. ... -. "ti:.~ 

,:,,,,,;,, c'. l'nr . 
-~;,/f. ~Dt'.::·:;;:;y-L~~-· 

Jn npl7 please 
refer to1 26f8 

=.-....-I 

JUL4 

·--,.-~:-~ 

-, --:~"·:--:-----, 

Dear Kre. Sohauttlort 

. Thank 7ou for your letter of June 20, 1944, aonoem.1114'. 
pereone aeektng autet&J;ice ln:pro:t>l••• lnYOl'f'iM' ~l)!\1Tl4ual· ref\t.. 
gee~· 

We will hereafter euggeet to per11on1 •l'!l••ling to-the. 
Board in O&IH ot thh kind that the7 refer. thetr pro1it.a to "17-
one ot the or.tanhaUon1 vht.oh:v. 111t at ill a po11(tlon·to t>•'ot 

· po•Dible. hel~-~!:111.ii~.I~.,PPreotate_,.om<;~lq •\lilt:llftthr_• 
to our athntlono- · ·:;. - - • · --

Mr1. MarJorle '•• fJChautflel', 
Aseoclate Secre,ary, 

. }lefiigeo DiThion, . .• . - . · ·· 
· American .1t&qd• !l.!l'Yloe OC>llllUhe; 
to' SOuthlStb Street, ' •· · _ 
l'hiladelpbla 7, Pe11n171TBntA. -

Va~ tru1710iir1,

rhitm1ea1 J. w. P\)ble 

J, 'rt. P•hte·: 
lilxecuUn Dtreotor. 

I 
j _ ,i 

I 
i 
! 

; i 

\ 
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E:ie-co.:iVC ~~~;ctar;~·~ ~~~E~~~-.:E. ·:-~~~.c~-

·Ith 
T~le_phone_ 

Rrrri:'!'.i_H~vsE ?1?2 1 
American{ Friends Service -Com mitt~;~ · w.R; 8·---------1 Filing Authority l 

Twenty South Twelfth Street To: files · ·. 

* 
.· Af!B . .?(.i/...1..!f_ . .,_~ ·--------_; 

Philadelphia 7, .·· .. Pen.·nsylvani,a,. · Na.Ans. Req. l lililia' · ,~ 
June 20, 1-944 Date -~ 

--~ .:;~ Flor(_ !-. .::e Hodel 
11 e:.r Re f~.it;e e E o ard 
:::;__;? z.es-J u. ~· TreE • .01(\.,. 
•ias!1in~to~, .;. C. 

Dear .. :i!'S Hod.el: 

"' e wonder 1£' it is to your attention that we should bring one 
-:.R.tter which it occu".'s to us mn.y tend to c'.lur>e confusion in 
f·c1tupe ;;iperntions: · 

We '~av-c recently received a re~uest from Lrc. Jerry.Sn.vri.kis( 
204 s ... :u11: st., Alliance, vhio, usldng us_to assist··her in 
brine;ing to t'.11 s country her husbancl} s _father, .George Savakis, 
who is now _in the i~osee Wells camp in Egypt, _She' st11tes that 
sh"= ls \'Jri ting to us orf account of tlre·~mtgsestian of: l.i~-"'e~ti..,J_.e,__ __ ~~~. 
t'.1at Ghc cor;sul t our agency. 

Cm cle'.'lrinr; this case with the Central Ind.ex for Hefugee Cases 
in Ne;·11Y0 rlr, we have discovered that as a result of-llr.-: Pehle's 
sugcestion, l.~rs. Sav'.i.kis also wrote for advice to the Joint Distri
bution Com'ci ttee and to the American Cosr:iittee for Christitui Refugees. 
It rnaJ well be that she ·sro_te to otJ:ier -~igencies as well,;:; · 

.-;i 

f 
·;ie reco~T1.ize· ve!'Y cle'.1rly the fact t:rn.t a. GoVtTn'!lRnt office crun;,i()t 
suct;est t11e use of any one particular ae;ericy when the1•e are severr,.l 
&Vail··.ble to t;ive tl:e i'er:uired ~e-rvice, but we would sugr:;est t.hat 

. i 
\ 

ei th')r in conversation r:i th perrn:1s c•1ho consult the BO'.i.rd,. or in 
letterJ; to persons in the United St3tes askiPG for raibration assi s
tance, it ai;:;ht be ernphasized tb:tt they should con'stll t only' one .. 
of t!:le a . .::;encies mentioned which could give assistance to them. If 
the :,_:;articular one which th'-'Y write to ia not appropriate, they 
·::ill be rofcrrerl to ~mother, but a ,;ooa derJ. of' unnece ssnl'Y confusion 

'"" mult if ""' """''" 0;·.,~~"'::ri:~'is~: tho "''' t1m"e11l-l.ov'--~ ~-"'·) 1'nrJ~o Pago Sohauf 
;•f'.P.ooiato S(.cretnr~ Refugee 

~: 
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Clu.irman1 RUFUS M. jONU Telephone: RnTENHOUSE 9372 

Exccuth•c Secretary, CLARENCE E. PlCKf:TJ' 

\ 

American Friends Service Committee 
Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7 * Pe1(nsylvania 

lliss Florence Hodel 
War Refucee Eoard 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 
near. Miss -Eodel; 

July 3, 1944 

Vie wish to thank you for your -

support of the travel of Russell VI. Richie. Mr. 

Hichie left for Lisbon last week, 

Ji. bd 



Ch.airman, Rurus M. Josf:S TeJeplione 
RCITEMHOVSE 9372 

Mr. Leeser 

American Friends Servic+e Committee 

. Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania 

June 2, 1944 

ll'ar Refugee Board 
Washington , D.C. 

De~r V.r. Lesser: 

We wonder if you would be willing to raise with Rose McClelland-on 
our behalf two points which I am indicating in very br:l.ef form auttable for ill;. 
clusion in a cable if that, as we suppose, is the only current me~hod you have-
of communicating with Mr. McClelland: v -

Is there poeeibility developing plan for hospital irterninent 
Switzerland of selected civilian prieonere noll' held Germany o.r _ 
occupied countries which could balance similar treatment afforded
Gennan prisoners Great Britain or U,S, comma Precedent la.et war_ 
etop Can you handle r(>queete regarding individual problems of __ 
hospitalized and/ci_r ill ref11gee11 in occu!'>ied t~rri_t~d--l"efe.rc__ -~--'---~:___:__~c.____ _____ '-'-~-' 

- -fa proper sources for helpT If so, Should we inform you: direct or 
through Geneva office comma if in-occasional instances you can· 
recommend plans we glad secure necessary cooperation relatives 
here for funds or other hel~. 

If these questions are already-answered to your- eatis-fl!.ction and you -
can advise us about them or if you feel that they cannot -pro:perl;y -be raised, 
please have no hesitation in let~ing us know. In any case, the wording suggest
ed above is, of course, subject tb any·changes you see fit, 

sincerely,:'.) 

· · la~~C~~--_: 
rie P9€e Seba :er --
cretary -- Re ee Division 

'11.PS/JJER 

\ 
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Chairman, RUFUS M. JONES TelephoneK RnTENHOUSE 9372 Executive Secret.:i..ry, CLARENCE E. PICKETT 

American1 Friends Service Committee 
Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7 *Pennsylvania 

May 19, 1944 

MI'.. John W~_ l'ehla __ _ 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. c. 

- ----------------~-----:--1~ 

M;:, dear Mr. Pehle: 

I 
/!'ix. Pickett apprecintes .your willingnees 

him end Mr. Uoble on Tuesday, May 23. As suggested, he will 
you upon arrival in order to make a definite appointment. 

Sincerely yours, 

to see 
telephone 

1f? I /J ,n ::2, ~. b ~ ~·-- -v'. 'y{,.~'L~- ~. ,,_,_,1~_. 

~cretary to Mr. Pickett 
BOT 

.. 



\ 
\ 

·- - --~--------------------=-·..:...:..::_-____ -_-_ _:-__,_ ____ :-~--~~- -_ -. ··---:--.~~---=---

M!iy 16, 1944. 

Dear ir. ?i~kett1 

I s'wll he glsd to s~e yC'u ~nd Hr. lfoble 

on fuc:;c:'-;,· 1 ),,i.y .23 1 c..r.d :mggeflt tho t you call my 

office upon ;,-our arrival in ordor to ~e a definite 

uppoinu1ent: The tele;ihone 1JU111ber le fucecutive 6400, 

Exteneion_5fil. __ 

vary truly yours, 

J. "ff. Pehle 
Executive Direct.or. 

Clarence E. Pick~tt, Executive 9ecretary, 
!Doriean l'riende Service Committee, 
20 3cuth Thelfth Street, 

, Philedelphia, Pennsylvania. 

5/16/44 
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Telephone 
RITTESHOUSE 9372 

/ 
American Friends Service Committee 

I 

Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

May 16, 1944 

Hon. Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of State' 
Washington, D.C. 

( 

Re: Gerard and H~ns Schmidt, Algiers 

Dear Mr. Berle: 

Following my conversation with you by telephone on May 12, we 
have considered at length the State Department's administrative problem 
in regard to granting a visa for these men which might be viewed as 
a pre<:,,edent for other somewhat similar oases. 

There are several special circumstances about the Schmidte which 
in all likel1hood-woul-d-not -appl-Y to-the--other-e-and--wh~h-wGul-d~eeemc-----~----~ 
to present good ground for an exception on their behalf: 

1. These two men were actually employed by the American Govern
ment in the Civil Affairs Branch of the Allied Force Headquarters. 

2. In order to qualify for such employment, they were investi
gated and passed by the U.S. Army Intelligence Division (G-2) 
Atlantic Base ,.Section, under Colonel Randolph:"' 0>1r. Culbert( now 
in the Fairohl.ld Aircraft -Engine Corporation, New York City, who was 
Civil Affairs officer in Casablanca at the time; can be consulted 
on this.point. 

3. A letter dated April 23 from our representative in Algiers, 
Kendall Kioberland, -shows what appears to be the approval of the , 
American military authorities in North Africa for the Schmidt brothers' 
immigration to the United States. This letter quotes the branch of 
the American Army which deals with the French Department des Services 
Militaires, of which the American military had made a formal inquiry 
as to whether the French internment could~b.e avoided. ~e r.eply' was 
in the negative, but a delay until-May 16 was granted, Mr. Kimberlaild 
quotes the Army letter as follows: wwe hope that this delay (the 
agreement of the DSM to postpone internment until May 16) will allow 
you to obtain a favorable answer from the State Department." 

These circumstances are or course additional to the taot that 
these men are sons of a German professor who, with hie family, was 
exiled because ot his anti-Nazi position; that, as refugee residents 
ot France, they enlisted in the French Foreign Legion to fight against 
Nazi Germany; and that after their demobilization they suffered intern
ment 1n North Africa in the period before the Allied Occupation, 
when its government was-clearly under-German influen0.e. 

l 
-[·. ,. 



- 2 -

While the alternative of enlistment in the British Pioneer Corps-is, as far as we know, still available to the Sohmidt brothers as a reoourse from the threatened internment by French authorities, it is unquestionably damaging to Amerioan prestige in North Afrioa_for the United States not to be able itself to offer proteotion from suoh internment to men who have been in U .,s. ~vernment employ as well as in the employ of a well-known American organi za ti on olosely assooiated with Government activities in North Afrio11, in which position they gave aid to refugees without regard to race, oreed, or politics. The resort to British protection seems inadvisable. 
The viewpoint of Frenoh offioiale in regard to the American position in this matter was expressed to our representative, Mr, Heath, in November, 1943, by M. Dugardier, at that time Chef du Cabinet des Affaires Politiques at Rabat. He stated that, after all, America had a real responsibility in the refugee problem, sinoe, although Americans oomplainod of the treatment refugees received in North Africa, they were unwilling to do anything themselves for these refugees. 

--------- -- ----------

You raised questions in our talk as to whether these young men, if allowed to enter the United States, would not immediately be interned, and, if not interned, whether they could, as they desire to do, enter the U.S. Armed Services, We have made inquiries on these points of the Alien Enemy Control Unit and have been informed that there is no reason whatever to expect that the Schmidt brothers woUld be interned if they were accepted into the United States. The fact that they are former German nationals of military age-does not constitute a ground for internment. The only such ground would be suspicion or proof of subversive attitudes or activities, and since they have already been investigated and cleared by Army Intelligence in North Africa, there is no reason to expeot that they would not satisfactorily pass all inquiries in the United States. 
There is precedent, acoording to the Alien Enemy Control Unit, for the acceptanoe into the American Armed Services of former German nationals who have been admitted to the United States since its entry 1pto the war. One suoh young man was admitted f~Q~ North Africa and tto German nationals brought by the Juatioe Department from Latin Amlrioan countries as internees have been found to be acceptable for release and have been accepted into the u.s. Armed Services. 

Copy to Howard K. Traters 

Very sincerely, 

\I 
Clarence E. Pickett 
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American' Friends Service Com_ mit_ t_._eW.:.n. BA • ..:..:t;;...:h·•..:._··.;..·t·y ..... ------
- · . · · Ft/•ng u Ori . 

20 South Twelfth Street - . 1!1: F~les i6/:tr,i .. 
Phila:(lelphia *· Pennsylva11ia . ::j:·Ans.Req. 3...__:._+i 

__________ _,_· · 11ial . :-_-._-_i.-, 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
'.Var Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear 1.!r •. Pehle: 

· ll.ay 15, 1944 C~fs~;. ~-... s , 

Mr. Lindsley Noble', who was a member of oU:r ·staff in 
Vinhy FrR.nce before November, 1942 and who recently, returned : · 
from Baden~Baden on the GripshoJ.m, has brought a considerable 
body of information of an accotmting nature, which he .~oJild 
like to di_scuse 1.•:ith you. -~~-· ->· 

We plan t.o tie in Washington on T1wsday, May 23, Would 
it be possible for us to see: you on tha:t day? 

I hope at that time we may have an opportunity to dis~ 
cuss war refugee matters a bit also. 

CEP pc 

Clarence E. Pickett./ 
Executive Secretary 
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Dear Mr. lobles 

Thank 7ou very much for your letter of lfa,y 3. 

1944, enol~aing_the photograph./ of Jt&o. McClelland( .. ~ Pehle -

lflle ftr7 intere11ted in seeing this and appraciatee. TOIU- · 

conrteflT in eending it on to •· 

Sincerely- 70lll's, 

Florence Hodel 
Aeaistant to· the Director 

I llr. Lindale¥ H • .Noble, 
American 'Friends Beni.ce 
CODl!ttee,-

20 South 12th Street, 
PhU.delphia, 7, Penrulybania. 

Bncloeure. 

nlslab 5/8/44 

-~~~---- - - -

\-

·-. i 
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-~ec~ti~~ ~~et:r~~,.C~R_£Nc;~.~)>1c~m-. : 

American Friends Service Comnii.ttee
Twenty South Twelfth. Street 

P;hiladel~hia ~ * Pe:nsyl~a~ia-
Mias Florence Hodel 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

May 3, 1944 

Since you expressed an interest in the 
appear1111ce of Roswell lfoClelland, who is now work;. 
lng with ·your organization, I e.m ·sending a photo.:C 
graph taken in 194a_ which may interest you. · .. _ _ 
Mr. McClelland is. t11e man on the extreme left~ 
Beside him is hi·s- wife. 

I should be glad to have•this photo
---------------gpaph-retur:red-when It has served its purpo_se, 

as it is my only copy• 

Sincerely- YOljl'B1-: 

LHN:E1T 
-L2/.&.-~ 
'Lind.~i~ Noble 

\ 
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CONTR11L COPY 

Cl'.-220 
TJ:.is tElEgram 1,~ust bE 
paraphrasE:d bE.forE OE:ing 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnoEnt 
a::c:rncy, (BR) 

Se:crEtary o.f StatE, 

;"/ashlngton, 

i . 
1361, April 25, 3 p.m. 

AlgiErs 

DatEd April 251 is44 

REc 1d 3:18 a,m,, 26th 

v 
FOR 't/AR REFUGEE BOARD FROi.! ACKERHAU HAR REFUGEE 

x 
R:::PRESEirTATIVE NO, 15, 

... ~ 

y· \_,. .. 

-----./~-- - ----~---------,.---~~ 
Cari-you advisE on ]:)rEsrnt policy with rEsptct 

to immigr~iontto UnitEd State:s o.f state:lEss pe:rsons 

Espe:cially those: o.f ~1ilitary agE and those: rtho have: 

bEe:n o.f assistance: to AlliEd .forcE~ ove:r hE~E: REpr~

SEntativE o.f AmErici~ PriEnds Se:rvicE OommittE:E has 

jU:'st callEd to my attrntion case:s o.f GE:rard and Iiaris 
./ 

Schr.1idt r1ho arE: thrEa te:nEd with inte:rnmE:nt by FrEnch, 

Immigration applications have: be:e:n on .filE since: 1943 

~nd arE: apparE:ntly WEll supporte:d bi(.,;,{~mErican ofi'ic_ials 

ovEr he:rE, SuggEst you inquirE into thEsE casEs and 

advise: promptly, ThErE are: se:ve:1•al similar casE:s 

rthich may arisE in nrnr futurE and knowlEdsE of UnitEd 

State:s policy will hElp in solving thEm. 

Cl!APIH 
RR 



~ r- --3-~'- -~~--:" 

1---

~- ~---~-:-_-::-----:_···-----· --

April 6~ 1944 

.. \· 
11 . 

·.· ·'[ 
c\1. 

. ·1 . i ' 
> L~ -· .. 

i -. 

i . ·-

_· __ -__ 

11EL!ORA.'fllJY ·FOR THE FILF'.S 

concerningJ:4:!s::0:~~~ -i~:W~r~ridi~~!:~9=a~q~~e~:~~ ··-· -. · .. · \-b.· .·:_.~,?.•/ .•.... ·.·· 
Legation in Bern on: Uarch 6 with respect to' future. arrangelD!lnta , \\ / · 
for his office;. The American Friends have received a cable · ~·w.· -·· 
from llcClelland ciilling their attention-to the aforementfoned ' . _/, __ ....:+--. -----,;7 -
message. ., 

--
I advised Mr. ·Andrew's that we- had not yet received 

this message but that we would check with theState Department 
and let him know when it is received, · 

- . . 

l!r. Andrews also stated that any press d1lease 
we issue en llcClelland' s appointment should be cleared :irith 
John Rich, }lead of the .American Friends• publicity department 
in Philadelphia. 



\ 

-
April 6, 1944 

WJroRAB 0011 FOR Tim mRs 

Jll!lles Andrews of the Amertcan Friends inquired tO<flv 
concemtng a llleseage which Romrell JlcClelland gave the Aaerican 
Legation in Bern on Jlarch 6 with respect to .future arrang~lltit_ 
tor bis oUtce. The Auerican _Friends have recetved-.--cable 
troa- JlCOlelland calling their attention to)•he aforementioned aessage. 

I advised .llr. Andrews that we had i.ot ret received 
this message but that 11'8 would check lfith the State Department 
and let him know when it is received. 

Jtr. Andrews also atated that an¥ press release 
we issue c:n JlcClellandrs appointment should be cleared with 
John Rich, Head ot the American Friends• publicit¥ department in Philadelphia. 

F. Hodel 

FH:lab 4/7/1.4 

------:--:-~-- ----:---:::--_ 
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~· 
_'.-/,._,- Chairman, R::tJFUs M. JONES •• - l'dcphtmc 

RnTENHOUSE 9372 - . "J -~~ Exec~tiv~~ s·~;~-~~:~~cE~, t:-p1~ :-:=:~/ . 
- ' __ i 

·American Friends Service Cofurnittee 
Twenty South Twelfth .Street 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylv~~ia 
Mr. John Pehle 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Pehle: 

March 14, 1944 

We telegraphed you today Js follows: 
COMMITTEE PREFERS OMISSION O~ NAME PUBLIC'.IT{ RE -MECLELLAND STOP WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CONSULTATION WASHINGTON THURSDAY STOP LETTER FOLLOWS 

When I talke~ with you a couple of weeks ago I think I brought out the fact that the Committee might feel apprehensive about our men carrying the Quaker. name intoc : their new work, should they accept your invitation. - There.-: fore the above telegram expresses our desires in this con., ----- ---nect4.-on.,---- -_ - __ - -
Naturally we are very complimenyEld that Roswell McClelland is sufficiently well qualified in your opinic5li to till the position':as Special Attache to the Embassy. Our feeling is based 'upon our long exp_erience: in- dealing in work abroad and is not intended as a reflection on those phases of your work which may be very necessary but which we are-not in a position to endorse as our own. Whether Mr. McClelland can ultimately return to our work is a question in our minds dependent upon the circumstances at the time. 

'With regard to Mr. McClelland' a draft status, this now ceases to be our responsibility, but the question is probably academic, since-Mr. McClelland was abroad at the time the draft act was adopted, and as far as we kno~ has registered with the American authorities in SWitzerland. For your information, such persons as have been classified for our work here by individual draft boards have usually carried .the classifica-tion of II-A. ·_ -~_... . 
I am looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, if that proves to be convenient, apd will call Miss Hodel as soon as I re a oh Vlasbingtoh. · 

JA bd 



1!iss Hodel Room l 
. -----·--·-·---.. -···----------~ 

Fron Virginie. llarmcn 

\ 

Mr, Shaef'f'er -, 

~---1L-: .... -.- •. 
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PHILADELPHIA PENN MAR 14 1944 255P 

JOHN PEHLE 

'liAR REFUGEE BOARD TREAS BLDG VIASHDC 

COMMITTEE PREFERS OM I SS I ON OUR NAME PUBLIC I TY RE MCCLELLAND 

STOP WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CONSULTATION WASHINGTON THURSDAY 

STOP LETTER FOLLOWS. 

JAMES ANDREWS • 
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FOR REil'./.SE 

Will. :IBFUGEE BOARD -

Executive Office of the President 
v:ashini;ton 

RBIBJ-.SE NO, 5 

John W. Pehle, Actil1l; i:.'xeoutive Dii:ector oi' the 1'/ar Refugee 
({ 

Board, today e.1mounced the aµpointmen£' oi' Roswell J.!oClelle.nd as 

the Boan!' s special representative in Bern, Switv.erl1.nd, iuisigned 

as special atte.ohe to ~h6 legation on \:ar rofui;ee naiote1·s, 

The new appointee is the second representative named by the 

Board to develop progrruns and implement m1u.suree for the rescue, 

\. 

rraintenance and relief of Jews and other persecuted Minorities:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----:-
in Europe, Ira Ilirsclunann was recently designated as the· Board's 

representative in Ankara., Turkey. 

Mr• McClelland has been identified_ with the Amerionn J.'riencls 

Service Corauittee 1 s refugee work f'or the last four years. In 1940 

he v. as in charge of tho Connittee 1 s office in Rome, workini; with 
~~ 

Jewish 5n<l Gntholio i;roups who vrere aiclini; 1·efui;ees in leavint; the 

country, In 1941 ho worked with tho Quaker Center in Marseille, 

l"rance. In 1942 hE< Vias pli.ced in charge of tho CoMMi. ttee 1 s work 

in Geneva, S"itzerland. 

A native of C:elifornia, ho reoei vod ·his E<nrly education in 

Swit.<?rland. He is a i.;raduRte of Duke University e.nd 1•eceived a 

!laster of Arte degree from Columbia Univereity, He is the son of 

Roes St, John J.fcClollancl of Los .Ani;olo11, inveatment hanker and 

pioneer in lonG_,distanco 01£ otrio power tr1<nsraission, 

·. 
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22J.7, '_,_\nmty-thi:i:d 
~n.Ji (fu,'..1..:,Y ;Jill B'l'JH. , 

/ 
::i:n addition to tl1<i appl::cnt.fo11 hy the llrnericrin Fl'ienda. 

- . _-_ .-- .~- ... 
Service CmwS.ttsa !'or clothlnt,; to i.lweden, ''the :.;aw the Chil.tlrt:n 

fo1;.ncl~t,:i.<;L J~ mm f.£1c1l Opplfoation i:.O O'lp'.>l't tJUNle Wfllh>f ,,,,. . 

clotf :bir of \'Blue f;J.o,cmo_ to it<J coir:rea1i0n<iine Mi?Ociatfr•n 
,,_....- -_ _· - -- . -. : - . ··, -_ . ·-- - ·-

r.;;~ct:1<in 1r~~1:-n" Jn !;t.cd:holm~ fm· d1sti:-Hmt;lo11 to refugtiG 

--------.,,c,,;-.r1i-:11-nd,, "°'' ;.n-:}rlw~.1. 1.ecordi~P tO tl1e cti,P.lic(11l.t space• 1S being •-- --.· - - -. --y > --__ ' .·· .. · .. · ·. -
:t!~SGJ.".:~ for tb:i.o _alurw:.it cnl:r.ozd .~;?;cdiali veaseJ.°ilClillng .frora 

'T·?c:: 0;,1r;u113 m>mtwl ~~-J,µ::·ll i'irst1> 
- . -

;-r !!:we :u-:i obj!!ct~_c-n to tllis slii,-,m-z:nt 'but.fie~ pri;ipose to· 

ci.::;:l i~.is1 -;;k1t th1 utt1:!;nle of the :.:r.ecli<;h dovernmeut is G:S 

P.i.cv.30 -P'·'oa-::ut'. to T:.;J.J.r:.r Subcon•riitteo fo1• 1r.£icdit>.te action~ 

lillT..I. . 
(O! i~) 

/ 

~iT.£.·to110 

1.fo~.ooni 
BA~OJJ"WK1£cr. 
'J/"ro/li4 -
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EXECUTIVE OFHCE OFTHE PRESIDENt 
WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER..Omcf colM\uNJCATION • 

March 171 1944• 

Subject: Comments on.the .Second Part of the-Friendi;i' -Memoraildum 

Ad I. · Since we authorize JDC and others to send m_oney- to Switzerland 
and since we ourselves send money to the International Red 
Cross .for the sam'e purpose, there should be. ho objection to -
the proposal. To avoid complications, it -i_s better to envisage 
that the actual work in enemy territory be accomplished by 
Friends from neutral coun~~ies and not by American Friends, 

,/ \'l 
Ad II, There are precedents for it, and I don't see any objection 

to accepting this proposal. 

Ad III.It might be useful to consult the Red Cross first~ If tho 
Red C;-oss does not present any varied arguments against _the 
Frierids

1 
proposal, it might be given serious consideration. 

Offhand, however, I don't see why the Friends wou,ld enjoy 
greater latitude in this respect ti/an the Red _Cross, .except 
perhaps in connection with the Friends' participatio11.in 
Projects I and IV. ------i~~_:_-~~~~~_.;:_-~ _ ___: _______ ~--

Ad r1. I like tlie idea very much. It is also in line with the _ 
StaIYJish memorandum_ on Spain. The Frieros 1. proposal might 
also be made use of in order to bring in United States -
civilian f,ersonnel into North African campa~ - I know th.at· 
the British have proposed to staff these camps 11ith British 
p€rsonnel exclusively, but there ~s no reason why American 
civilians should not participate in this work, and-there 
are r:iaey reasons _11hy their participation is desirable. 

One should congider, however, whether any camps should be 
p-ut exclusively under the management o.f·the Friends or 
-.1hether it would not be better to staff them with personnel 
from various welfare organizations and free them from ~he 
exclusive jurisdiction of a single welf~e group. 

~.f.,4T~J<.«J4.~ 
Ad Reee}lt:l.QA-.of Sta~l@.es Refugees 

This is a complicated question involving the passport issue 
raised bi.1 Standish and several other issues. How about a conference 
bet11een a few people in this Office to consider its various angles 1 

\ 
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'fi:k~~~~o ·~~T ,A~~!nJ!!u~~~rl~f :!l;•~-:;~~;~· o~~~ . ' , / -t· 
The Board is composed of Secretaries Hull, 3timson R.hd'Morgenthau. 

- J'ohn Pehle of the Treasury Department is Acting Executive_,Dire9tor; 
Mr. Pehle requested suggestions from our Committee_(anda.nurnber of- __ _ 
others) as to; 1) what immediate action the Board might usefully'titke 
to aid. and. rescue racial, religious and political refugees ·rrom'. Europe, 
anct 2) what cooperati~on our Committee could-gi1_'e. - - · - - - -- · 

-The r.:emoranda were sent under cover of the followi11g :-letter;_· 

February 25, 19.44 

;.:-· 

r--
J,:r. Jo~n Pehle 
TreaFury Dep~rtment 
Wasloington, D. C. 

Dear i£r, Pehle: 
I 
1 

! am sending you herewith memoranda covering suggestfons 
for the War nefugee Board in rel'.ponse to your letter of · f,,bruary 8. 

I 
f 
I As you ~ill note, t~Pre are two meooranda, one listirig .! 

certnin sugg(stions DS to action which our Committee beliflV:E!S r 
rr.lght be taken by the -United 3tater, Government.in aid to ' t_~· 
refu.--:-ees at this timf', either through the War .?.<>fugee Board l 
its elf or upon its irJpetus. Thr- oth.-r memorandum deal:__ts~--1""'..:''i:__tl-_Jhr:::__~----=~t~' --------~ 
action which our Cornr.1ittce iS____\\'ill~o-c-Oe~tle1 taicl:n·g -in [' 

- --------c:oUTTEraticYn---n,1 th the \'/a1' .~f-f'll;','f·r- Boord or other agencies,. _,,I 
should cond!tions and available peroonnel permit. 

As you will see, both memoranda contain sugge~tions 
'Phich undoubte'dly are "visionary". !t is the feel-ing of our 
Committee that at times, there is value in expressing and dis
cuas1n7 visions; and in t11kin,; whatPver action may be Practi,... 
0111.[y possible in the li5ht of the· action_ 1i•hich Vie all kno•.v shou~ be taken. 

Concerning the p1•oposals as to action by our ov•n Com- . 
r.1~,ttef-, we would not l"'ish to bF considei'ed as committed to all 
of them as, obviounly, s~veral are only in the stage Of pre~ 
liminary propo-sel and require gravn con'sidr-ration- as· to the 
possibilities of realization and the availability of suitable personnel. 

These memornndn :--ia.vr been prepared in consul tat ion with our 
entire Fol't:i[;n 3r:rvi:Jl' dt£1ff und Se~t-4,on and ivith QUl' advisor,. 
Professo1• Hr-rthn K1•1me of' Bryn I::awr CollPf~f. Both she and our 
staff membc·r, !\rs. I,:nrjorie Pnt;<> Schnufflu•, will be glnd to 
discuss the various sug~~~tione with you or your staff in 
grentrr detail wh"'n thie may be feasible>. 

!t nrrnd hnrclly br~ f'Hid thr•_t our Comrni ttl.'e warmly wel
comc>s tho o.p:.iointra··nt of thP l'lr>t' ?.pfugcn Bo1.wd, nnd your own 
ea1•nrst concf'rn in thr> P<Jfugc'r· problrm. /s/Clm•cnce E. Piclrntt. 

I 
t 
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Outline of Memorandum I to Ji:r, JQhp:Ehle · 

Re Program of War Refugee Board 

From A.F.S.C. 

GPneral .3tA. temrnt re U.S. - Responsibility for· Refugee Aid 

A. ~~§!ls to Germn~d Other Axis belligerents for Relea.sic of. 
~l antt RelIRioUs Minor!t!es. 

I. Appeals to Germani. 

a. 

b. 
I, 

l J 
c. 

Release of entire Jewish minority resident in Axis 
territory, support ~o be guaranteed by U.S. (and Britain?) 
until national governments and UNRRA assume. 

Release of successive groups of 1000 children under· 12 
Pnd f·lderly over 60, financing snmf' as (a.) (Possibly 
include 10;, Gt>rmans ·for henlth care and relief from war 
conditions.) 

Permission for trains under snfe conduct fro~ Switzer
land to Spain nnd Portugal. 

d. --n-~~E~Achunge----of~ma!Tl)1-v1-t-rrrn-intFrn<ret>fo~.fu1v1-sti•·.~1fi~1n1~10~1~·1<-+ty"'-.-----"-....--~~~~~---.-.·~! ~. 
groups. · · 

e. PP.c!-<flgP servicP enlarged or food drnft pliln institut.ed 
for Pd1.,nd and elsewht>re. 

!I. AppPnls to Hung~l· Bulgarin. and .?.oum1rnia, elicouragirig aid, 
clemrncy, and relaxation of bordrr controls, as policies ac-
CfptablP to Allied Nations. · · .· 1 

B. Effort£! to Extend Rf/~ Aid in Occupied Co).!~trie~; 

I. Permission and encouragement for trnnsmittnl of funds to 
agencies in-neutral countries for re~transmitta1 to Occupied 
countries. 

II. MonPy transmittals for food purchasf's in neutrlll countries for 
shipment to Occupied countries. · 

II!. 'L·· 
Incl'f:nse of packnge reserve: of !ritc!'rnntionnl Red· Cross to per-· 
mit more for C1vil1un internees. 

IV. Encouragemlnt of t.~~r:ncien with contacts in Occupit"d countries 
to aaeiet movnment of refugees. 

V. 'lfr-.c,n '"ffer,tivr: menaures ac,1-~~. shol't wave to encourage such rr.ovcmC:n-r.-------

\ 
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D. 
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f __ 

r:--~-·---

- (°f:-_ -

'-'' 
- 3. 

3trFngthFnin~ ~ussian Aid to ~efugeF. 

I. GffFl'S of fin'lncing, supplir-s, tr1rnsportation out of we.r nrens 
-or out of Russin if best. Shelter offered in sanctu,ry_ereus. 

Efforts to Strf'nl':thf·n ;fout1:n1 Countries. 

Fin"ncin;; support of rPfugcrs in homns or group c,_re. 

::1c~ ... f-nsinij 
~ o:"l., l ~~ ~.nd 

"d:i it: on11l 

food Pllotr.irnts permitted through block:ldt, for .na.t:_ 
rcfugr-es, paid for by country. Contribution of · 
food. 

J:I!. ?·-r::-.ission for AmericP_n persopnel to nugment stii.f~s of refuge.e 
?.:o;t:!1CifS. !~· 

i_:.} 

IV. D'.11"·t'..on shcltFr c~trc of mr..ximura number of refugees ih 1'.daltion 
to thoee now being given tempor~ry care. 

Gther Forms o!' JnD.ter-cElr~. - ·---·----.--..... ..._.----:--.----:---.---'--

Discussion of function, Cl'i teria for self.ct ion of such nr(!i\s;~_nnd 
-what ar-eaS--ll'.J.el+t---b(;._s.uUa.b.le ; n : 

I. Europt 

II. Africa and Asid' 

a. U. S. Vis~ Policy 

( 1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

( 4) 

b. Cnn,,_dn 

(1) 

( 2) 

c. 1.:c:xlco 

( li 

Q,uit:t J.ibe1•r.11zat1on to greatest extent poBsiblf:'. 

Abnndonment of 11relntives_clP.use 11 • 

S1mpl1ficqtion of procedure. 

Issuance of U.3. transits for Mexico, etc., 
w1 thout elaborn.tP proat0dure. 

~"'-":; 

F!nnncinl nsnistnncr to nncourn~n liber~l 
1r.11ni~r1.>.t:!.on. 

dheltPr c~rr for thosn dAetlnnd for lnter prr
m~nent settlement in ~estorn Hnm1Ephoro. 

ImmtHlin tc visftf; for 1600 dpo.ninrda in North Af1•ic1>., 

-·-~:'r· .. -.. -_- -' _-

":.-

-. ,t __ •. -
- -

I 
' f,S 
r r 

'j 

! 
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"Tebruary.25, 1944 

li'.EMCF.ANDUM I. TO: Mr. John PehlP 

FROM: AmericP.n Friends Service Committee 

?.E:. ~gestions for Action~l1...i;. Wal' Ref~~Bo~r to be 
Effected through its Impetus: · . . 

General St'l.tement re U. S. Responsibilit~Re[~ee~Aid-- · 

The Government of the United Stntes has, in recent years, t~ken 

\ 

leRdFrship in inter-gov0rnmente.l planning on behulf of refugees• In 
comparison with its resources nnd power, the United Stat_ e_a has~ however, 
extended little practical assistance or hospitality to refugees. 

'I'hf' official concern expresse_d in the formation of the '!lfl:r Refugee 
Boe.rd should, in our Judgment, be-·implemPnted by ns extensive and 
va.ried benefits to refugees £1.s a're practicable unde1• presf.'nt conditions. 
GtherwisE it mey be viewed as another well-meaning but futile gesture .. 
For the same reason great CRre should be taken not to publicize ~lans 
in advance of :their accomplishment or of demonstrated assurance .that 
they can be accomplishr,d. 'lie feel there is a great weight upon the 
pEople of the United dtates to use their power and position effectively 
as en ~xpression of deep humanitarian concern. 

' . __ , 

!t"is recogniud that refugees in Jnpanese held.territory -,some 
21,0QO in ShHnghai alone - are in danger as critical as t)lat in Europe. 
It is_ prg_[)_ably impossible to €ffect thi:>ir rescue now. The:nt:tnched · 
sugges ti one:, thereforf', - deal only-wrtnmtmwttre·s~ropet>:n~n.~<HHn~-~ .. "'°-"'-'-----.:..:____ 

Whatever progr,,_m cnn bP undertnl~en by thP l'lnr rtr:fugee Board should 
b" free from r.ny discrimination v1hatevr-r Hs to rnce; ·nntiono:lity, class, 
politics or religion. Such n policy is the essence of.the-humanitarian 
effort which hns been publicly announced, All agencies and individuals 
cooperating v:i th th<- Bonrd should P.ccept it rri t_hout resE>rva tion. 

The· 'l/arRPfugee Board· hns a responsibllity 1 in addition to its 
servipe functions, to stimulete approprlat~ agencies to educate the 
Ameri~?-n public as to the bu.sic significance of refugee aid. C.ur pub
lic should recogniae that in thF threat to persec~ted minorities in 
Europc- and Asia thp, frer-dom nnd welfRre of n.11 individuals, in the 
United Stntes as well ns elsewhere, is threE>.tPnP.d and that the obvious 
risks entD.iled in a program of practicnl refugee e.id must be accepted· 
in the long-term public interest. Such educe.tion will prepare the 
country to withstand lntE'r pressures toward selfish and short-sighted 
isolationism. · 

~ \ 
A. - APPEhL.3 TC GERMANY AND OTHER AX!d BELLIGERENTS FOR f<.ELEA3E OF 

RACIAL i\ffifnECTGTiiu:n1TI~piUT!~£:-----------------------

An emergency progrnrn unaer existing con4itions will obviously focus 
chiefly upon neutral countrieo and cont~at through them with persons 
in occupied territory. Howevr·r, an nppr:~11 to the Gcr•man Government and 
its satellite bPlligercnts for cooperation ;in evucuation of the rnc1al 
and religious minorities sePms justified ni n stRtement of humanitarian 
concern e.nd 11s nn encouragement to the mornle of l'efugees in Europe, 

\ 
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l)c even if it sh:-,uld prove futile in practice. 
5• 

Therefore the following\ 

( b) 

. . . . 
Ro;-lense of entire Je1viel-t minority resident in Axis territory. 

shf'lterr,d DrePs for the "duration" to bP guHrnnteed by the United ,', -.,: 
3tates (and ·J.roA.t Britain?), with the expectation thn_t th(; other 
Alli Pd '.}r;vrTnmc,nts will nssume fim:i.ncial responsibility fol' their {,-_-,, 
own nPtiunP.ls, .nnd that UNRF.A will lnter assumfl ."11 l"sponsibility for • 
adminir=tPring f!nd finnnceing such a progr:1m. Because of la.bar,' · _ 
sh'.lrtage, it is entirely unlllrnly that Germnny would accede. to such !-
a proposr"l, but vnless the Uni.ted StatPs is rendy to malte ,it, our I: 
indignnnt protests against Ge~mnn exterminntion policy are vul- l 
nernble. ,, r 
il.elease 'Jf successive groups of 1,000 children undf!.£..1.g_and t 
eldL·rly :>Ver 60. le 

1 
l Th9.t suooeseive sroupe of 1000 Jewish children under 12 and 

elderly people oveP -60 be permitted to enteP Switzerland, Sweden~ 
Po1·tugal ~nd Turkey fur ter.1p0rn.ry residence and t.o enter Sj-min 
for traneit t~ North Africa. Financing of their care-·in these i· 

countries to be guar,.,nteed by United .3tates Govei·nment()l'"'Private [' 
agencies until assumed by other governments o.nd UN.Nlf\. ~'.Aaditi911al l 
suppl i gs and- -~ea--t-e~e----pe-rm-i t-t e d tv - gv-i-ntu-thu-se-":-uou"'1,1;+t,,;1"•ic?<~', fl,--, -c"-: ff'~--,;;'~-~-'----tli~, ~---~--,-----
their support. _ _ , -

(,;.n added inducement to Germnn agreement might-be to permit 
10% of thr: total,+ released to bf' German chilc1r.en and nged persons 
ndmittE-d to Switzerland and/or other neutral countries for health 
ca.re and rr:mova-1 from pressure of war conditions.-) 

( c) Perminsion for trD.ins under safe conduct,' 

\ 

That trnins under safe conduct carry refugees now.in Switzer-
~ 1£>.rid to Spain and Po1•tugal far tr;;i.nsft>r to ehel ter .cnmps in North 

Africa •:;.r elsernhere, thus rf-liiwing T)ressurP in Switzerland and 
en'courll.ging further m0vcment from occupif'.d countries into 
Switz1;rlnnd. 

(In •my of thf' tl;hreP 11.hovo proposals ndequn.te heal th controls 
would be nssumed. !t might bf' posGible for neut1•ul delr,gn.t~"'S to 
meet the pr·rties wi!bin the GFrrnnn b0rd0r tel gunrd ngn.1nst the 
inclusion of undue prrJrxirtionr. of thr;_ mront:~lly ond phy£ical],y 
incnpaci t~·tt>d, .11nd t" Pl'C?V•·nt lnnt m1'1tttf", bl;,cking of plnns' 
Prrc11utions nh•jUld als0 be tr>.lrnn to exclude f'r·)fll the rnnks of 
r<>fugees o.ny eni:-my l!~·;cmts whr, could be identified.) 

( d) Exchrl!6£_of Ger;:w.n civil inn 1n~f·l'm·es few Jc1"ish min;n•ity ~rOU12§.. 

Th11. t Uni tt:d Jtn tf'e off Pr 1'UI'thf'r r-xchlln;;<es of Gt>1'm1~n c1 v11-
1tm intr-rne<rn for Jewioh minc.rity groups (to<) dr.tnp;<'rouu to mime · 
or liet £p~:elfic individun.ls f>mong 111ttr:r). 
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( e) Package EFrvice enlarged or food drnft plan• -

ThRt package service to individuals be enlarged; or a .. food. 
dr9.ft plnn es t£>.blished (as in Poland during last ,wax:) to. permit 
bulk fo~d shipments into occupied arens for dist~ibution to'~n~ 
dividuals under aatpicf:-s of internatJ_onal organizrttions. This 
proposvl appears porticul ?rly vi to.l for·-Polnnd· at ·present.-

II . - AP?EALS TG HUNGARY, BULGAil.IA AND .?.QUMAN!A. 

Since these countries nre obviously shfl.ken in their Axis 
nllegiance, it might be useful to mP.ke formal representP.tions to 
them thr0ugh diplomatic c!)llnnels ns to the urgent desire of the 
United Sti>.tes thl'.t all pqi;sible aid and clemency be extended to 
refugees - particularly ~~cial and religl0us minorities ~~ith the 
implication the.t improvement in their internal. policy in :this 
matter Rnd all possible relaxation of border controls would 
bFnefit their later standing with the United States and other 
Allied Nations. · 

B. - EFFORTSTO-EXTEND ?.EFUGEE AID IN OCCUPIED COUNTRIES: 

! . Permission and encouragement for t1•nnsmi ttal C•of~funds to 
such agencies in neu.tral countries as cnn in turn -triarfi~fei\ them 
to-occ-upi-e-U-areas rorl'ef'ugee support £1.nd travel~ 

I!. - }.{Oney Tr:rnsmi ttals for Food Purchnses 
;,- - -

Tr1>.nsmi ttal of funds to Switzerlnnd; Sweden, Turkey and 
Portugal for immediate food purchases of such' articles ns can be 
exp'Jrted from those countries and distribution _to J;'efugees through· 
o.gencies in occupied areas. ' - < • ! 

!II., - Increase of Package Reserve 

Increase of the pncknge reserve of the Internn tional ned , 
Cross for p.risoners of war and civilian internees to perJ!1it greater 
proportions to be sent to civilian internees through the Red Cross 
package distributing centers in Switzerland. (Stateless refugees 
are particularly unfortunate since theynt: present have no govern.,. 
ment to covFr them with a government nllocntion ns is done for many 
nv.tionals.} c i!.'"'· . 

,--.~ 

IV. - ShoBt-vmve to Encout'!!@ 3uch 11.ovement. 

?rovidi!IB effec_l!iVLJ!£!!§.!:!!:~Lnre actunJJL_~L~nd not until 
thi:n: encr111r11.gPr,1en t, thr0ugh sho1•t-vmve _and all other possible 
conto.cts with occupif:d terri tori Po, to thooe who hav•· thus far 
been r1.f1•nid to risk escape, by assurnnce thnt there ia support and 
help wni ting them in neutr!\l nnd sheltered m•ens nnd prnctical 
financio.l nnd murnlt> bo.ckinf~ nvnilnblfl fl'•>m the Uni te·d States, 
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V. - Movesent of Refu~ees. 

?. 

Encouragement of such agencies ns have existing' contacts in_ 
occupied nre;,s to strengthen the effort Of SUC~ COl}tact groups in 
any way possi~ble to vssist the movement of refuge.es. 

C. - 3TRENGTHENING RU33IAN AID TC REFUGEES: 

Finoncing, Supplies, Tr~nsportntion 0ut of War Arens-or Otit of. ?.ussif.l, 
If Best. 3helter in Sanctuary Areas, 

. ' 

Soviet ?.ussia's nat:Lt,nnl policy to··nrd minorities ~vill ihcline her 
to ~id J~ws ~nd oth~r minorities~found in Polnnd, Roumanin, .ahd othe~ 
territories "S thF E"stf-rn Front«'.qdvn.nces, tc; the g1'eateGt extent . 
th1:1t WPr c_•nG.iticins may perr:-1it. ,. It is obvious, howeve_r, thut the 
strP..ins ?f war conditions will makP Hid t0 civilfnns difficult nnd 
the United 3t"tfs and intPrested American agencies should ex~end the 
r.:aximum Rid t0 Russia 'th-'! t she would find ucceptuble in financing, 
in supplies end in provision of transportation and other assistnnce 
to thesr r"fugees t'o lenve the belligerf'nt nrens v.nc1 to 1eii.ve Russia 
c0rapl1>tf'ly if this seer.is best. Refugees rfleased by ?.usaian war 
efforts ehould be included among tiiose to be received.-in sheltered 
cr·mraunities. (See Section E,) . 

. ! 
I 
i 
l 
I 
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J 
D. - EFFCilT 3 TO STRENGTHEN NEUTaAL _C_OIJNTRI-ES-~wft--ze-r-l-ana:_~=:=-sv1·;,,· _,,,_,,rn'-\-, ~~~c--~-t'-~~--~---c-' 

Portugal, ·Turkey, 3paln - to ~ept ~ _!'.efugees and for·- --.-
longer pFriods: · 

The chief. nractical outlet- for emergency aid to i'f'fugees 
lies in thf, neutral countries and must utilize the agencies alid 
individwtls in th::.se countries qualif!Gd to help;c· Forms of assistance 
which CD.n be given to them immediately _are the .following I 

I . - FinD.nc ing Support 

Finn.nci:1l c,,ntributions from Americ1rn Government and American 
ugencit::s for support of refugees in private familiF.B and. under 
gr'JUP care . 

I!. - Increasing ~ Allotments. C,;ntributton of Addi tlonul Food, 

IncrGase of the- fooC: allotments which these neutrals hnve been 
permi ttcrl t:J. buy •)Utc;ide the blocko.de nren and transport thr•Jugh 
the blockade for their own Use. Ad~~tfonnl food supp1ies should 
be c0ntrlbuted from Government and privnte agency funds for 
slmilo.r shipment for thc, use of thF: nntir:n!ilA nnd foreign refugees 
in thos€ countries. 

(Could Aref·nt inn be c·ncou1•1.1gecl to ,supply or in er ease food 
shipments to SV!itZPl'J.11.nc1, Sweden, Turl~fy, and Portuga.l 
E\B wnll nG Spn.in?) 

\ 
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III. 

IV. - Duration Shelter C11re ~!.Maximum Number E!Refugees. 

Encour11gemcnt to neutral European _countries to accept· for 
"duration" CD.re such substantial numbers of refugees as may · 
be pr:>cticnble in addition to those which they hnve 11.frea.dy 
received, Offc!'s of financin~ nnd personnel should be part 
of such encourA~ement, ?hould these countries desire out~ 
side aid, Such offers might come from UNRRA and from appro
printo prtvnte agencies, "Duration" sanctuary care hns already 
been htghly organized in Sw~·,tzerland on a wise and humanitar
ian basis. Doubtless a similar development is under way in 
Sweden, Similar pnttarns might be developed in cooperation· 
r11th UNRRA in the following countries: Turkey,. Portugal, 
and possibly her colonies, and possibly in Ireland, should 
the government~ of these gountries be fnvorablc, Should 
military movements around the British Isles make it possible, 
it might be very fensible to consider Eire, as n.n s.grieiultut"al 
1rnd predominantly Catholic country, as ll desirable area for 
the development of temporary colonies for Catholic re.fugees, 
In the tiny neutral country of Lichtenstein care migh,t,cp__QS_sJ.~-~~__:~_c:_-:.'-:--~~~-r-c--

.. l:>ly ..ha al'l'an5e4-f'M'-a·sma1·1·nurnber, perhnps · in· a specfa.l · 
category, such as convalescents, · 

v. - ~emen_! of Excess Refugees to ~ ~E ~ 

Prompt movement' of refugees beyond the number ·that neutral 
countries can shelter for the 11 dura.tion'' to other nearby 
areas· where shcl ter care. could be ftdvnntngeously ari:•anged 
by UNRRA and sanctuary communities d·eveloped for thn.t 
purpose, (See Section E.) 
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E. PROVISION OF SHELTER COMMUNITIES FOR 11 DURATION 11 CARE BY UNRRA'.- -_ 

AND O'l'H~R "F'ORIAS OF. §HELTER CARE ------ -~ - ___ --' -

\ 

The announcement and development of specific plans for such -com
muni ties will be_ an immediate encouragem_ent to refu-gees_ wb,-erev_ e_ r they 
may be and a stimulus to them to move from overcrowded neutral coun-
tries to more satisfactory and construct_ive living conditions._ - _ 

The provision of such shelter communities is undoubtedly a. 
function of UNRRA. Private agencies may_ be able to give valuable 
supplementary aid in offering specialized services for which-they 
are equipped in experience and personnel. · - -

Shelter communities for European refugees should be located as 
close to Europe as possible, Criteria for the selection of such areas 
should include: Climate, spac:e, population pressure, food and.- other 
necessary minimal supplies, materials for tempora.ry housing, regional 
health conditions, facilities for adequate sanitation, the po~sibil-

-f 
-' 

1 
1 ty of developing gardening for project subsistence, poll tica.l 
climate and the psychological Ufeeling 11 of the refugees themselves-
(certain locutions promote and nre associated with violent prejudices 
and fears. From this point of view North Africa is questionable, 
because of its association with penal colonies, Foreign Legion and ! 
recent labor camp exploitation.) 1,,1 

There should bo available employment or the feasibiJlty of . 
_______ (l !'_e_11,:t in g er.m 1 o :troJmt_____in __ t.b,e__f..Ql'lll_of_ a)_esscnt--i~l-indUs-tr..ies;C::'W--:t-t;~~7-------'---'--,: 1-

1 
------c-~ 

transferrable equipment, or b) projects that will cm tribute to--the 1 
development of the areas, such as irriga.tion. 

Possible art:as: 

r. .Europe: 
neutral countries mentioned in Section B_. 

II. Africa and Asia: 
IlOFm Arri~ 

Egypt 
Palestine 
Turkey - See Section B 
Iran nnd Iraq 

III Western Hem~sphere: 
itTSOvTCICn~ th0 United States and other Western countries 
cannot continue to urge upon. other countries extended hos pi- -
tality and direct aid to refugees and refrain from accoptin;s 
some oraro in tho total load. Toward this end Vil.Pious develop
m~nts_ might be possible and effe~t~ve: 

a. g. S. Visa Policy 

(1) ~uiet liberalization of U. s. visa policy, within 

I-

existin~ q1.1ota regulntlono, for pers9ns in Europe and nearby 
aren.s who, now or lnter, could arrange transportation to the 
United States and who nre ncoeptablo under WLU' conditions, . 
Such R. libero.lizntion nffecting pooplo in tho Iberian Peninsula 
early in 1943 did not ho.ve unravorablo poli tioal repercussions. 

i 
I 



• • io. 
(2) Abandonment of the pelicy of refusing visas to persons 

with relatives in occupied territory. This now seems to be 
unrealistic and has \•iorked great hardship• . . 

(3) Simplificatiol) of the now highly compl!-catod visa ·.·· 
application procedure as far as is consistent with 'public safety. 

(4') Issuance of u. S. transit visas to immigrnnts to Mexico 
and other Western Hemisphere countries without eJ.aborate pro-, _ 
cedure. Wives and children of Spanish_ refugees already-settled 
in Mexico arc experiencing months of delay in arranging travel 
from Spain to Mexico via United Stntew. · -

b. Canada 

(1) Financinl assistance might be given to Canada to 
encourage her in liberfl.lizing her immigration policy •. Canada 
is psychologici:tlly ncceptable to Europenns, whereas even tem
porary shelter in Latin American 9ountries appears to them 
more hazardous. '.' 

(2) Canada might be encouraged to provide group -shelter 
ce.re for the 11 duration11 for those who hnve plt>.nB to settle in 
other parts of the Western Hemisphere after the vrn.r, but wno .do 
not hav~ time to complete those pl:i.ns immedi11tely. Financial 
assistnnce might .be •extended from tho United States for such a 
project. 

c. J,'.exico 

· 1 

r ;-

•. c I 

Enc ourRgemen t to the 1'.exican Goyornmen t to grant v'isasc· 
- --immedlRtei-y-i-CJ~1609--spM±shl'ct'ugces--wlw-hnv.B--app~-P-0,..,_ <-:---~, -~-:-~~.c_,,.'-+'~-----~

North Africp_ for Hexicfl.n immigration. This matter has been 

\ 

pending for a year. 

Outline of J,!emornndu.m II to Mr. John Pehie · 
Ro Propo6e.18lor Refugee AidviJilcnthUA.1'.S.C. is Equipped to Tnke 
'Or Willing to Explore _!~ Qooporntion with the War ROfUgeoBonrd--

Februnry 25 ," 1944 

I. Hight it bo possible for ~uPkors to request permission of 
German '1ov:Jrnment to undertake relief to Jews in PolMd, ei thci" 
through Americn.ns in snfe conduct RS relief workers, or 
through Swedish or Swiss Friends, if latter nre willing. 

II.. 

·z\ III. 

Transmittal of. funds to Friends in Sw}~zerlnnd. 
·~~.' 

Locntion of refugees in Occupied IU'ens, 

IV. Provision of personnel for shelter centoro. 
v. Servico·s in shelter conterfl npproprint.~ for Friends. 

Officinl Represcnt~tion for Stntoloaa Refugees 
Propoonl that Friondn pnrtieipnte in eifficinl repreocotntion 
of intereats of otntclcns rP.f•J[~eea M well ns in services 
for them, eomewh11t on pnttcrn now carried on in Spain. 
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';st.MORANDUH II TO MR. JOHN PEHLE FROM A,F,S,C, RE PROPa'SALS FOR REfu~ 
GEE AID WRfCH 'I'FEA!iimcAw-FRTENIJS-SERVIm:-m:JMl\IT~Eu-TU 
TAKEDR WTIJ;;ING'I'o-EXPLORE !IrmmPERATIOJrWITJrTHEIVAlrREFWEEJ307i.RD --- - - ------- . 

,_ - ,-

I. Reliof to Jews in Polnnd - Since the plight of refugees 
in Poland is considered1;0be the worst of nny area in Europe and · ·. 
since Q.unkcrs hc'l..Ve n history of relief operations in Poland under 
wnr conditions, we wonder whether it might be possibre-~t·o·request· 
the Germnn Government to permit ~ue.kers to undertake relief tO~Jews · 
in Poland, either J;hrough Americi:ms under special provision ·:ror safe 
conduct ns relief workcl's, or through Swedish or Swiss Frionds if 
latter are w1111n'S• We recognize that this is n. bo1d 11.nd probably 
nn imprr-ct ic,,.l proposnl, but Friends would be willing to. make it- · 
should there seem ·"· possib1li ty of prncticnl value to be obtnined, 
either throu<sh the progrnm or tprough the request for it,· 

~,-

It would be willing to nppronch the Russ~l'm Government with 
n similr.r request to cover such fl.rems of Pol11.nd ns they hRve occupied 
or will occµpy in the next developments of the w11r, 

II, Trans.mittnl of Funds to Friends in Switzerland·"" To 
trnnsmit funds to F'r1ena:s1n--swn;"zCFlnnd 11.nd eisewhere for increased 
refugee nid, 

r 
l 
I 
· l 
I 
j: 

III. Location of Jewish Refugees in Occupied Areirn - To 'trans
mit to Quaker offices Tii neutrql countriestho nnmes mnst knovm 
nddresses of refugees who M,.ve friends n.nd relntives wlicv_could .oJ.d .. 

--- them throtigff pr.>.cl!'.Rge survic-e-or--othe-rw-1.-se--tf~t-he-i~r~~of\.t.1.on,--:-~--~c--'-----~ 
nnd situation were verified. Such communic11tion would require TJ, S. 
censorship r.pprovnl now denied on the ground thnt the· Red Cross cnn 
give such service;• The demands fl.nd strictures Upon the_ International 
Red Cross nre currently so great, however, that they Rre not able to 
hl'lndle welfnre inquiries concerning Jewish p•)rsons. in occupied coun-
tries who arc not nationnls of those countries. 

Whether the individuD.ls could sfifcly be senrched for· and 
informntion transmitted about their prei:ierit whereabouts would h'.'.Ve 

- to bu loft to the discretion of local workers, but vnlunble aid 
might be rendered in numerous instances, 

Lists for Swi tzerl-"'nd v1ould have to be trru'lsmi tted by 
diplomntic pouch since letters and cables :into Switzerlnnd are sub-:-
j ect to Ger!Jlan censorship, -

IV, Provision of fErnonnel fol' Shelter Centers - Quick 
development of shelter centers by UNBit6i.wwill demanm priorities 
on mA.torinls nnd peraonnel, Even so there will be dl-fficulty in 
supplying suitable personnel quickly, 

100 to 200 able and technicnlly equipped young men from 
C1v1linn Public Service Cnmps, under guid.nnco of stP.ff members 
experienced in work with refugeea, ~1Bht be provided nt onco if the 
former could be relensod from tho restrict1ona now prohibiting th0m 
from work outside the United Stntos, Addition11.lmen of Civ111f\ll 
Public Service co1l1.rl probn.'bly be freed rmd pN~pnred for such ser
vice lnter. We. bcliev.1 thnt such service, which rnl'.ny persona 1.nter
osted in foreign service would not welcome, would be noceptP.ble to 
1hesc young mon, 

l 
I 
I 

\ 



• 
Many services needed in shelter centers nre ones rot; which 

women are either equnlly ncceptable or more desirable thtn iiJeri, be.,.. 
cause the great majority of refugees in such_ centers nre chil_dren, 
women, and elderly people, needing person11l care. - -

12. 
\ 

V. Services in Shelter Centers Considered'· Pr.rticularly -
Appropriate for Friends- Personnel availn.ble through the American 
Friends Service--Commi ttee would seem best qi.,mlifJ:e.d ·ro~ morale __ , ___ -- __ 
building services Which are vitnlfy important in removing from -the 
shelter community the stigma of restricted 11 camp 11 -life Which has 
become associnted in the minds of refugees with all the horrors of 
concentration nnd persecution. Such services are: 

Friendly counselling, providing of information nnd guiding· 
refugees to chl!nnels for locating friend~ and relatives in other 
countries. ~ , 

l'lork projects for{1_young people, 
Organizing clubs and project nativities.for elderly people. 
Day and evening recreation. 
Informal youth and adult education, etc. 
Providing from Civilian Public Service personnel, if they 

can be rcle11seg, trained nnd expert technicians _in agricultu.ro nnd 
other fields, - -

Supplementnry feeding for convaleacents and suoh~other 
selected groups ns need special treatment. 

St~_tcless refu15ees h13.ve no officiP.l government spokesman 
and ti:erefore 11tOk nll governmentR.l protection. They are the most 
helpless c11_tegory in any group. (For exrunple, agcording to n recent 
description of refugees in Shanghai, non-bellige1·ent!l nre best off, 
British nnd Americnn next, then Central Europeans, and stnteless nt 
t,he bottom, relegnted to ft i•estricted nren or ghetto,) ·. 

Sti>.tcloss persons because of lnck of officinl idontificn
tiol!_: 

1. Cannot obtain legftl residence permits; hence P_lvmys 
open to police interference, arrest, imprisonment 
nnd/or deportn.tion. . 

2, Cn..nnot aecuro · rntion c\m,ds. Lnst ·'lnd 113nst f'ed in any 
shortage area. · 

3, Cannot travel, even lDcally, 

4, Cannot obtn.in work permits. even whera work posoiblo 
for foreigners. 

Perhnpo tho moot serioun fnctor is thoir utter hopelessness regarding 
the future, nrisin~ from ft sonno that thero is not only no home coun
try to. which one can return, but no_ 1•osponaiblo group upon which one 
has A clnim or •11hi ch will concern l tsolf with ono' s welfn.re nnd 
future. 

r 
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I 
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• 
Scope and Urgency .£! ~ Problem: -

' 

The enormous numbers of persons who have b~coine stateiess 
during recent Y~ars for poll tical, rrtcial or religious r,eascn1s 
create a vast

0 

problem which will tP.ke years to solve.. Could an 
emergency me1uiure be taken by n respected and raspons.i-bl~ov~rnmen-t 
or group 11s. the first s terp toward organized Rssumpti(iifl·· of ~esporiai:: -
bility for the st11.telass, the effect on mornle Cnn sol\reolybe· 
exagiser11.ted, Hundreds of thousn.nda who cnnnot im(lledintely be 
renched or benefited would be strengthened imd encourA.ged to sui'vive 
and to mii.ke efforts to help themselves nnd other"s, The j:>r1>.ctical 
benefits obtninnble in a neutral area have Rlre11dy been demonstrated in Spain. 

Suggestions for Emergency Action: -- ~ 

Officia.l inter-govornmentru. cover.qge of stntoless .Persons 
should, nnd must, be l'l.l'rn.nged, but will require mn.nifold national 
11.nd international discussions and agreements. It is assumed that 
the Intergovernmental Committee, Vlhich now seems to be the appro
priate body .ult1mntely to P.ssume tho responsibili t~r of representing 
.ttnd documentin'5 stn.teless persons, ls nlrondy exploring these 
nation.rtl agreements. If its explorations could .be broilghtto 
immedia to fruition· through American bri.cking implemented by the 
War Refugee Board and world Vlide nnnouneomentinade to thB.t effect, 
tihnt would be the best solution to be hoped, Failingc:such . 
immediate inter-g9_vern.rnen1:;_aLcmc.el'age,---tho-4'0-l-lowi-ng-tn~rillt !llel'l
sunrs migntoe taken, listed 1>.ccording to our Judgment o.f their preferabili ty~ 

1. Assumpt1·on of diploma.tic responsibility for stnteles:s persons> 
with provision of tempor1try identiflcntion pap.era l\s quickly'" 
as mP.y be feasible, by the United States Governm?nt~-ncting 
where necessnry through representatives of Switzerland· as 
Protecting Po~er for the United St11tes interests, (!t is 
recognized tht>."t the l'.ss.umption of this responsibility. by .n 
belligerent power would have certain disndvantnges, but 
these would be counter-bulnncod by the Vl'\lue attnched by most 
refugees to the United Stntes as h country of traditlonnl 
asylum nnd by the protectioi:i practically afforded by the 
powerful sponsorship of the United StHtes to its Nationnls 
nnd 11 wards 11 --as in Shanghai.) 

2. 3imiiar <tSSumption Of diplomatic responsibility by Sw1tz(1r
lnnd, As a neutral, this wou~._prescnt some marked F.-.dvnntages over- "1 11 • ~~. · 

3. Failing swiss nbili ty, similar nssumpt16n by tho Swedl sh Government. 

4. Failing the possibility of l'tny govePnment either being able 
to naaumo the responsibility involved, or to net quickly to 
do ao, could an nssociation of prlvnto groups do so; at 
least rendering the service of representntion to official 
bodies on behalf of atntolesa persons its hns boon dono by 
the. office in Hndr1d: 11 Reprosentntion in Spain of American 
Relief Agencies,11 (Soc nttnched AFSC bulletin on Spain of 
October 1943.) .Some nt lonst of tho n~enoies rep1'osentod 

) ,_ ., . 



\ 

. ~:---- -~~ .. ~\~~~~:-1 
'·~ ~-----

14. 
v 

·, \' 
in the American Council of Voluntary Agencies for· Foreign·. 
Service would undoubtedly be interested in combining to give 
such servic·e. 

5, The Society of Friends, ncting either through the .Anierlcnn 
friends Service Committee or jointly through the Anierican 
Friends Service Comr!!i ttee nnd the Frhmds Service Council· 

---- - . onoefutTrQI':-British-F'l'-iands,-cou-ld-probabl~pffi'-t-io-1-p~--•. -.---.--.---.--. 

a. with the IntorgovemmentRl Committee or other nppr
0

opri11.te . t. 
intergovernmont11.l H3oncics, 

1 

_ 

b. 1111d/or with n group of private ngonaies 

in offering official representation to stntclcss refugees, 
as '.Yell FlB providing so_rvices for them, Q,unker delegntes. 
h:we directed such offfoi(l.l reprosentntion nnd servic1rn in 
Spain un<;ler the sponsorship of the Amcricnn Embrissy •md the 
SpRnieh Red Crone, Rnd in North Africa ns represent~tivcs 
of OF'RJi.O. .A.me:rican ·~u11kcrri would be willing to consid.er the 
extension of such responsibility to othe1' lirens on behr,tlf 
of the· st~telees, ~nd we believo th11.t the Pritish Frionds 
might fnvornbly consider cooperntion in ~uch n. progrnm. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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MAR l 4-4944 -

Dear !Ir• .Alldrns I 

I have received your letter ot Karch s, 1944, 
ooncern1118 the tranater or. !.'lone,- by relatiYIJll in thi• 
0011nt17 to. particular individual.a in enemy or enemy
oocupied territory. 

----------- - ----

The War Refugee Board ia not prepared at thie 
tiae to reooeend to the Treaaury Dopartnint that 11-
ceruies be issued pel'llitting_auo_b__kaniltora. "- ----~--~~--~~----~~ ------ -----------. . 

\ 
\ . 

Very trul7 yours, 

(Signed) J. \Y, Pehl9 

J. 1'. Pehl.e 
Aotin& E>tOoutiva Director 

Jlr. Jame1- A. Andrne, 
blerican Fried.de Service Coamittoo, 
20 South Twelfth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

. AJA ~~ ~ ' ~~ ~ FH1hd 3/ll/41+ 



~an, RUFUS M. JONES 

Mr. John W. Pehle, 
War Refugee Board, 
Room 28~ 
Treasury Building, 
Washington, D.c. 

Ky dear Mr. Pehle I 

Telephone - -
R.rrr!:NHOUSE 9372 _ 

20 South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia * Pe~nsylvaliia 
March 8 , 1944 

i'e ahould like to cal.l some individual. cases to your attention, so . that you will understand a particultfr area of relief for rerugees 1n occupied co1mtr1es which we are anxious to ,.see developed. · · · · ·· · · · · 

Under our license for transfers - with which service you are ~amillsr .,.. we send money from individuals here to· refugees in Switzerland.' Frequently, we are .. · asked by relatives in this country if we can transfer money for them to an.individwu in Sw.ttzerland, l'lho in turn will send money to a particul.ar rei'Ugee in b'ance. We are, of...D011rsa,. not ahle...to..make.::.these-transfer-arbut-l!e:..beli~thai;-.th!1F·eerV10·.o-;....-i1;-_.c..:,,~~--__,.~ most beneficial. and·we.. should like' to suggest that youeiplore these, both.with the Treasury authorities, and with the Censors. ·· 
. . ,/ .. A case in Point is that of Carl and Minna Bruchsaler, an elderly couple known to our staff in Marseille ,during the days of the French transfers, when we serit regular maintenance trangfers fl'om the son, Dr. Fred Bruchsal.er", in Dallas, Texas. ·lfow Dr. Bruchsaler has heard that his parents are st;ill ih Fr~ce, al.though word had reac}led llim that they had been deported. ·His father is in a hospital. riear Marseille and his . llOther is in one Of the refugee,camps in that Stlllle area. They are· being supported .b:r a· close relativer Yrs. Marie Squeder, \llho lives in Zurich, Switzerland. Dr. Bruchsaler .1s very anxious to transfer money to Mrs. Squeder so that she can continue this supp0rt of his parents; We believe this should be a legitimate transfer, but under the terms of our license, we are not_permitted to make such a trilnlJfer. 

We should now like to be able to assure 1!18lly persons hery that the;r. can make transfers in this way. There may be some danger to . the refugees in France if the last known addresses are included in our cable of· instructions to our Geneva delegate. We would suggest to the censors, therefore, tMt in the case of those particular tranafers we would give the narne only of the ultfupe beneficiary, putting that person in care of the intermediary in Switzerland, Using the latter's Swiss address. · 
Thanking you very much indeed for your interest, and cooperation, 

meJJrjp 

1:.::~ff· 



}_ ----;. 

\ 

--J··- -1, P..tu,S.-jy I 

; 
f.':-\W. JlsI'f..!-..'I!~E~:ir 1.~lD Fr:,;\, 

_ Ha.;>o 8, 1944 
DEP.IBI~i-filr OF "s1iiE - j 

I
I DIVISION OP i 

M1~R 1 0 1944 I 
GOMMfH1'10"1 IOH'.\ . 

. - ~·'111 llltl-llfllJl\'f -------------. 

l ~ Tho J.ruu:fc"an...}r.iends_,Sal'v:i.c11 Coi:~ ,i tt.013 hs.s oul:r.U tt.ed e.port 
license avpliCl\tionc; fOl' t.}JE) fol!or:ln.:_z tr;o eh:!.pments: 

(1) Ten tens 11i' nen 1 s, 1:.'o:wn)'. r.nd children' n r:ew e.nd usecl clothin!'./ 
shcc~of tot.:;.! ve.1ue ,_,;20,GOO to be cona:i.gnOO. to 'Jannernaa senrlllid 
(SccJ.ety 01~ i-'riom!s) ~t.2CJl-'l1oltp,_Sr:_Gti€l11Jor cQ..Q.t_ribution.J;o__rilfu,geea_ ____ ~------
1~ho· nave co;f,O to S:ie<ion f:rom othe1· r.e.rts of' furopeD Tho appliw 
C!illt otat aa :!.n suprort of '~his re<fctest. thc,t it ·is al:t'eacy ·operating 
e. transi'e::- se:.'v:i.co of fti."lds from this country for refugees 
J.ocutE;<l in .3;.ae.on, Md ttiAt-·it is repc:L"~e<:i by tho Society of 
Ii'r:i.>7nds iu i:;u<-do1l tl:st clothing fo;.• za:td refugf;?ea is urgently 
ncerle<l~ · 

(:?.) Ten !0as !:'.f ne;y i;.nd used l'len 1s, ;1or.;en 1s and children's clothing 
aLld CUC"CCl Of YD.luo ~20,000., 6,5 tens con.tensed milk Of valua 
,,lf.1 roo., 3lo5 tons oi' aoup m:i.x of v&1ue :;12,oco, 31.5 tone 
nholo nho...t or oat l;;oHycez;cul of v.:.1ue i-'60COo Theao goods to 
te CO!l~;ir;:10.:l to the J.nte;:n&tJ.01ial l1ed Cross at Geneva, SitltzeI'~ 
J;;,.rn.l, uaLl/oI' :3ucuu:r!I C.uaker9 ;[e.rscilles, Frimca fw distribution 
to !\f.f-I'<:eit!e.t2ly 8 1 0C'-O fordgn refugees in Franch internent 
C3F.!ps. In S'.tfJ]Y.>rt of this r,pplicutioa ref':lrence iB made to tlJa 
distd.b;1ticn or thiI'ty•four t.ons of cloth.i.ng sen-1; from the Uo s. 
171 tho Qi1ci:ers to FrLmce ~.n 194;:?, and tnoi·e !Ja1~i;iculE\l'ly to the 
report on i;ucb dJetrifa\tion, ao pz·op<!I'i;.".J. ty the Int.ernnt1<inal 
ifad C:r::>so 0!1 Aw;ust 25, 1943, end wbJ,1!.~;ted to tho British and 
}Jr.eric£.n GovCV-/l!lionts. H iB 31;0.ted tho.li""'tcm tona or clothing 
1;11! not r.c.-ct tha ncros of ull tho intet•ncca but will proddo 
fer tha moat i-io0dy ccirns. i'l.i th I'C!JJZU'd to ui:ovo .food supplies, 
it io e;i;;tlmat~d that tlley ;;11.1 yrnvioa st•1'1'ioient cupploroente.I)' 
raLionn for 81 000 int.crnoea d1;J•ing eil<:ty cla:rso A cabl9 from 
Scccw.•s ~Lla.'<or aut.xt Dec~ml:or 11, 1943, io quoted ote.tlng tlu..t 
t.hoy i;.re l'I'•Jf~.1'('.d to C<il'ey on rm1•k in li'i'1'-11ue w:l.thout interference 
of c.ey kind, ond tl?at they can znaint1.1.in n\JGolutG control oval' all 
f;l.tcb distl'ib-ations. 
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2. ·,it.h rc;::u-d to Lho olothi;-Lg sh:trruont 1.o Sr!sdcn, we hm:e no 

f.lll'ticulcr obj"'c:tici', u:: ti'.91·0 _pr-otRHy is a dafinHc need for i:uoh 
clothing in .o'1;cdeno If this ,~1m coincidee 1:ith tl:-at of' tho subooeomnlttoo 
Oil relie;:{' .!.n i..ohdO:lr i70 rrorce;;o to ,IWCCrt.e.in, C~for·a te.king 0.U.}" otllol:' 
i;ctJ.on, o;hother· tile Sr.edlsh Govo ... n,'llont \"!01J.ld J;o ag.rocal:lo to t!l}) ship~ 
:aent of t.h:! 5 olothiu,.:: to n!l ir-.rJivi(J.ucl roli!U' orts4'.nizat5.on in .Swc;den. In 
thla com;cctio,~, ~ti he.·. o in wiml tho (i<imore.l ao.-:urances marle to the 1'311eu!}a 
concerning :replaco;~ents tlu·ough tho blcob:do, in ca::io of need, ot' foe-cl 
end cloth!~<:; ll0usurnod L:- ro1'u{:;5e3 in Sr.edon

0 

!t~arding· t!la"rrcposc-d r.h:Lrmant to 1''rur;ee
1 

r10 feel thc.t it uould not 
oo c,dvisaW.a i;o ar:1·~·m·e, c.lti:ioU[7.)J 110 realize that tha pa:rt~.cmlal:' rofngeoa 
in i;_uesticn ricre granted· a lllocl':!.ido ccnecs:tlon in the past·. llowover• sald 
rafugces nould no loi~or appear to bs Eor~ qt;e.lif:ied i'or S!lch blockado 
r-riv.llegos tbll!l mc.ny othera in a:im.Uar ci.rcUP.!$tcJ.lee~ in euemy territo17a 

}J.ease-pr-esP.nt- ·iho e;bOve-prop~:m.la to-t1re-eulr"cc:nroittea 011 roiie 
fLr con;;i<leraticno 

~CR~ ~"-H: tt-T711 
;2 '~_3 ,- 'If 

~tetti~ius, acting 

aa'b 

l\"f;:>ton1.1 
L:lniaon; 
BA-813•llSKincr1rk 
?./l8/ 44 I.O 
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In replJ' plea•• 
refer to: 230 

Dear Mr, Pickettl <----_,,. 
'fhank ;rou for ;rour lethr of J'e'brua17 25, 1944, 

and the enclo•ed,ae110r811da ot •'lis«HUone to aid the Joard 
in tornlatinc .lt• progra.111, / 

1 a11 glad to haTe 7our Tiev• on the proble•• vlt~ 
vhich th• Boar4 19 faced and l a1111ur• JOU that thtt proposal• 
vhich ;rou haTe 1tl.'bmltted vill receiTe prompt and P.retul 
conliderat1011, 

-----•--- ----------'''"<~o"C"p•·:..c· _ __: __ ~----

(Bim:edl J. w. PPhlP 

Hr, Clarence E, Pickett, 
ExecutiTe Secre"lo2r;r, 

J, W, ·Pehl• 
.A4tlng :Ex~cutlve Director 

Aaerican :Friend• Serrice Collllltt••, 
20 South fvelfth Street, 
Philadelphia 7, Penn17lT11Dia, 



J· 
' _Chairman, RUFUS ltf. JONES 

Telephone 
RrrnNHOUSE 937.2 

\ 

A~~~: ...... ~--~~···\y~~·,;~~·-.·~ .... ~.-
Am e"ri can Frierids Service Committee No ANS• RKQ~··;;.; •• ~. 

iNITiaL ....... :.".;~ 
Twenty South Twelfth Street - DATi.:., ..... ~:.: ..... ;'.;.:-:Q 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania~ , 

_Mr~ _ John _P_ehl e 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

· February 25, 1944 

I am sending you herewith mem~randa covering suggestions' 
for the War Refugee Board in respon!"e to your letter of 
February 8. · 

f~ 

As you wil~ note, there are two memoranda, one listing 
certain suggestions as to action which our Committee J:>elieves . 
might be taken tiY the United States Government in.aid to refugees 
at this time, either through the War Refugee Board itself or 
upon its impetus. ·The other memorandum deals with action which 
our Conimlttee is willing to consider taking in cooperation with 
the War Refugee Board or other agencies, should c.ondi tions and 
available personnel permit. - · 

---=-----•--o·· 

As you will see, bo~h memoranda contain stigges:tfons whfchL·-,_-~--'-~~-~---,--,----;c~ 
----undou-b-ted-ly-arec-11v-1-s1onary-11 • -rrilr"'"tne reeling of 0ur Committee 

that at times, there· ls value in expressing and discussing 
visions; and in taking whatever action maybe practically poesi- _ 
ble in the light Of 1;!1e action Whic}l We all- k!iOW .should be taken. 

Concerning the proposals as to action by our own-Committee, 
we would not wish to be considered as comm! tted to all of them 
as, obviously, several are only in the stage of prellmihe.ry ·
proposal and require grave ·consideration as to the possibilities 
of realization and the availability of suitable personnel. 

These memoranda have been prepared in consultation with 
our entire Foreign Se_9v1ce ~taff and Section and with our advisor, 
Professor Hertha Kraus of Bryn Mawr Collegs,.. Both she and our 
staff member, Mrs. Marjorie Page Schauffler, will be glad to 
discuss the various suggestions with you or your staff in greater 
detail when this may be feasible. 

It need hardly be said that our Com1b~ttee warmly welcomes 
the appointment of the Wer Refugee Board, and your own earnest 
concern in the refugee problem. 

Sincerely yours, 

Clarence E. Piok~tt 
Executive Secretary 
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Cbairmao, RUFUS A-f. ]ONE.5 _ TcJephone" _ '. 
RfrrENHOUSE-9372 E_~ic~.!-~-~~: ~cCrctarr~ ·cu_liE~cE __ E . . _Pu;x-t .-. 

American Friends Service Committee 

20 South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia * Pennsylvania --

February 25, i944 
Outline of Memorandum to Ur. J_ohn Pehle-

Re Program of War Refu~e Bo~d 

From A.F.s.c_. 

General Statement 

A. A 
for Release 0 

I. 
_/ 

Appeals to Germany. 

a. Release of entire Jewish minority resident -in 
Axis territory, support to- be gu1v·a~n~t:::e-;e:;:d-.;,--_,;b:'!-y':c:_-•:_-.c.c---~~~-~___c_~--------'~ 

___ ----------c---t1-.---S-.----{a:nd--:£rH±-sh-?-):--unt1-r-tm~ttunaJ.': cgovern:,. 
ruents and UNRHA assume. - · - --- - -

\-B. 

b, Relee.se of successive groups of 1000 children 
undefyl2 and elderly over 60:. financing same 
as (a.) (Possibly include 10_% Germans for 
heal th care anci relief from -war co nd itrone. ) 

c. Permission for trains under safe conduct from 
Switzerland to Spain and Por~gal. 

d, Exchange of German civilian internees for 
Jewish minority groups. 

e. Package service enlarged or food draft plan 
instituted for Poland and elsewhere. 

II. Appeals to Bungart Bulgar~~ and_figumania, encouraging 
aid, clemency, and relaxation of )>order controls, as 
policies acceptable to Allied Nat~-ons,. -

/ 
Efforts to Ext.end Aid 1!LQQ.Q!H>..!filLQ9untries., 

I. 

y II. 

- I Permission and encouragement for trans'ri!I1;tal of funds 
to agencies in neutral countriP.s tor re-transmittal 
to Occupied countries. 

1.!only tranemi ttale for food purchases_ in neutral coun
tries for shipment to Occupied countries. 
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III. Increase of paoke.ge reserve of International Red 
Cross to permit more for civilian internees. 

r· 

J Encouragement of agencies with contacts in Oc'cupled ~/- j 

countries to assist movement of refll_~e~=-~-·-: __ ''> -, ~it----~ --1-----__ -- _ -----·--------.-

IV. 

V. Jlb,en effective measures set ug, short wave to ~~$.if\)\\ · 
suoh movement. . - · -~-~--~=-----.[ 

~rengthenlng R~s~lan Aid. 

I. Offers of financing, supplies, tra!'lsportation out of 
war areas or out of Russia if beat. Shelter offered 
in sanctuary areas. -: -- · · · 

I 
D. Efforts to Strengthen Neutral Count~ 

E. 

I. Financing auppor t of refugees in homes or. group care. 

for na tlonals and refugees, paid for by country. -
II. Increasing food- allotments permitted through blockade l-

Contribution of additional food. - : 

III. Permission to A;nerican personnel to;.augment stafi'.s 01.if~-~----'---------'!~-- ---------'-----.... 1•=ecf'fagee-:agencles. -----~--_ - - - · - ·- - -- ·1 

IV. Duration shelter oare of 10aximum number of refugees 
in addition to those now being given temporary care. 

V. Prompt movement of excess refugees to other -shel tel' 
areas. 

Provi'aion of Shelter Commun! ties for 11Durat1on 11 · c~~ 
ONRRA and other F'orms· of SheW]'are. 

:I• Discussion of function, criteria for selection of such 
areas, and what area~ might be suitable in: 

a. Europe 

b. Africa and Asia 

o. Western Hemisphere '\:o,w 

1. U. S. Vis-a Policy 

(a) Quiet liberalization to greatest 
extent possible. 

(b) Abandonment of "relatives clause". 

I 
I 
I 
' ' 

.1 
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(c) 

(d) 

2. Cana.da 

(a) 

(b) 

3. Mexico 

-3-

Simplification of procedure. 

Issuance of U. s. transits fol> . 
Mexico, etc., w11hout elaborate 
procedure. 

Financial assistance to encourage 
liberal immigration. 

Shelter care for those des tined 
for later permanent settlement 11'1 
Western Hemisphere. 

(a) Immediate visas for 1600 Spaniards 
in North Africa. 



Chairman, RUFUs A-f. JONES 
Te1~p.b0ne 

RrrrENHOUSE 9372 

American Friends Service Committee 

- 20 South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia * Pennsylva,nia 

February 25 -~ i944 

MEMORANDUM I. TO: Mr. John Peple 

FROM: American Friends Service Committee 

i b the W.ar. Refugee Board or to be effected RE: Suggestions for act on y _ _ 
thru its impetus: t 

t 

H n The Government of the United States has, in recent years,-__ p 
taken leadership in inter-governmental planning on behalf of. refugees. I I 
In comparison with' its resources and power, the United States has, U l !: 
however, ex·tended little practical· assistance or hospl_tality to . \ H 
refugees. I t 

The official concern expressed in the formation o(:,~l:l~V{ar l: 
Refugee Board should, in our Judgment, be implemei:i~e_d b~ -as ::_e.,,x.._:t~e~n~-s~i"-.!v~. __ e~_--"'--'-"-,--_-.~< ~~~~-"--

-- - -- -1:md-varl1rn- benefns::-'t01:'efugees as is practicable under present' con- ~ l 
ditions. Otherwise it may be viewed as another well•meaning but ~ ~ 

\ 

futile gesture. For the saine_ reason great care<ehQUld be taken not ~ 
to publicize plans i~ advance of their accomplis!1J!l~nt or of.:cdemon- !1 .-
strated assurance that they_ can be accomplished.,_ We feel there is :; ' 
a great weight upon the people of the United States to use their . :; 
power and position effectively as an expression of deep humanitarian [i , 
concern. '; • 

It is reex>gnized that refugees in Japanese held territory -
some 21,000 in Shanghai alone - are in danger ;as c_ritical as that in 
Europe. It is probably impossible to effect ;their rescue no:w. The 
attached suggestions, therefore, deal only with minorities in European 
countries. - - · · 

-. Whatever program can be undertaken by the War Refugee Board 
should be free from any discrimination whatever as to race, nationality, 
class, politics or religion. Such a poli,cy is the essence of tb,e · 
humanitarian effort which has been publ1cl\y_,,,~mnounced, all agencies and -
individuals co opera ting with the Board should accept it without reser-vation. -. 

The War Refugee Board has a responsibility, in addition to 
its service functions, to stimulate appropriate agencies to educate 
the American public as to the basic significance of refugee aid, Our 
public must recognize that in the threat to persecuted minorities in 
Europe and Asia the freedom and welfare of all' individuals, in the 
United States as well as elseVthere, ie threatened and that the obvious 
risks entailed in a program of practical refugee aid must be aooepted 
in the long-term public interest. Such education will prepare the 
country to withstand later pressures toward selfish and short-sighted isolationism. 

;~ :· 
~'.~ ; 

: : 
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A. - - APPEALS TO GERMANY AND OTHER AXIS BELLIGERENTS FOR J(Jl:LEASE 
OF RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS llINORITIES: 

An emergency- program under existing conditions 'wil.1 oo..o 
vioualy focus chiefly upon neutral countries and contact through 
them with persona in occupied territory. However, an appeal to 
the German Government and its satellite belligerents for cooperation 
in evacuation of the racial and religious minorities seems Justified 
as a statement of humanitarian concern and as an encouragement to 
the morale of refugees in Europe, even if it should prove futile in. 
practice. Therefore the follow1n·g requests might be made: 

I. - APPEALS TO GERMANY: 

(a) Release of entire Jewish minority resident in Axis . 
terri torr, support to be guaranteed by U. S• ·. (and 
Br.itish?} until national governments arid UNRRA assume• 

That the entire Jewish-minority still resident in Axis and 
coupled countries be released, their: support in neutral and shelter-:- l 

ed areas for t7h)e durhatihon to be guaranthaeed bhy thehUnited
1 

StaGtes(and· -.j'. 
Great Britain , wit t e expectation t . t t e ot er Al led overn- l 
ments will a_~!lllme_financial resp_QDs1b1li.ty_fo!'-c-tneir--0wn~na~i-0na±a~1~·~~:::__:_~~.:.....;...~~~~ 
and- tnatlJNRRA later assumes responsibility for administering and· 
financing such a program. Because of labor· shortage

1 
it i_s_ entirely 

unlikely that Germany would accede to such a proposal, but unless · 
the United Sta_tes is ready: .to make~ it,--::-our indignant protests against 
German extermination policy are vulnerable. 

, (b) Release of successive groups of 1000 children under 
12 and elderly over 60, financing same as (a) (Pos
sibly include 10% Germans for health care and relief 
from war conditions. ) · .. 

That successive groups of 1000 Jewish children under 12 
and elderly people over 60 be permitted to enter Switzerland, Sweden, 
Portugal and Turkey for temporary residence and to enter Spain for 
transit to Horth Africa. Financing of their care in these countries 
to be guaranteed by United States Government or private agencies until 
assumed by other governments and UNRRA. Additional supplies and food 
to be permitted to go into those countrie!J,,.4'or their supp_ort. 

(An added inducement to German agreement might be to permi~ 
10% of the total released to be of German .children and 
aged persons admitted to Switzerland and/cir other neutral 
countries for healthQ\re and removal from pressure of war conditions.) 

(o) Permission for trains under safe conduct from Switzer
land to Spain and Portugal. 

That trains under safe conduct carry refugees now in 
Switzerland to Spain and Portugal for transfer to shelter camps in 
North Africa or elsewhere, thus relieving pressure --in Switzerland 

f 
! 

I 
I 
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and encouraging furth~r movement from occupied countries into 
Switzerland. . 

{In any of the three above proposals adequate health 
controls would be assumed. It might be possible for 
neutral delegates to meet the parties within the German 
border to guard against the inclusion of undue proportions 
of the mentally and physically incapacitated, and to- pre
vent last minute blocking of plans. Precautions should 
also be taken to exclude from the ranks of refugees any 
enemy agents who could be identified.) · 

{d) Exchange of German civilian internees for Jewish· 
minority groups. 

That United States offer further exchanges of German 
civilian internees for Jewish minority groups (too dangerous tci name 
or list specific individuals among latter). 

(e) Package service enlarged or food draft plan instituted 
for Poland and elsewhere. 

H'l'ha-t-.paokage-se:rvic e-to--indi-v1du1il~en-llirged ;- or· a foo 
draft plan established (as in Poland during last war) to permit bl.ilk 
food shipments into occupied areas for distribution to~ind1viduals 
under auspices of intevnational organizations. This;propcisa1 ap-
pears particularly vital for Poland at present. . · -

II. - APPEALS TO HUNGARY. BULGARIA AND ROUMANIA, encouraging aid, 
clemency, and relaxation of border controls,._as policies 
acceptable to Allied Nations. 

·s1nce these countries are obviously shaken in their Axis 
allegiance; it might be useful to make formal representations to 
them through diplomatic channels as to the urgent desire of the Uni t.ed 
States that all possible aid and clemency be extended to refugees -
particularly racial and religious minorities - with the implication 
that improvement in their internal policy in this matter and all 
possible relaxation of border controls would benefit their later 
standing with the United States and other A\!.:__.;_ed Nations. 

/ 

\-
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B. - :iJ'FC:t'i'S 'i'O EXT:i;J;D AID Ill OCCUPIED COUNTRIES: 

I. - Permission and encourageme~t for transmittal of funds to 
agencies in neutral countrl'es for re-transmittal to 
Occupied countries. ·· 

Permission and encouragement for transmittal of funds 
to such agencies in neutral countries as can in turn transfer them 
to occupied areas for refugee support and travel. 

II. - Money transmittals for food purchases in neutral countries 
for shipment to Occupied countries. 

Transmittal of funds to Switzerland, Sweden, Turkey and 
Portugal for immediate food purchases of such articles ae· can be 
exported from those countries and distribution to refugees through 
agencies in occupied areas. 

III.- _I_ncs_ease .. o.f. package ·l'eserve· -of--Internanonal Reef Cro-es _to · · 
- · -· permit oore for civi.lian internees. 

Increase of the package reserve of the International Red 
Crose for orieoners of 1<sr and civilian internees to pel'mit greatel' 
proprotions to,be sent to civilian internees through the Red Cross 
package distributing centers in Switzerland. (Stateless refugees 
are particulal'ly unfortunate since they at pl'esent have no govern
ment to cover them Ytith a government allocation as is done for many nationals.) · 

IV. - Encouragement of· agencies with contacts in Occupied countries 
to assist move:oent of refugees. 

Encouragement of such agencies as P.ave existing contacts 
in occupied areas to strengthen the effort of such contact groups 
in any way possible to assist the movement of refugees. 

V. - 71hen effective measures eet up, short-wave to encourage 
such movement. 

Providing effective measures are actu~lly set up and not 
until then: encou!'ager.:ent, through short-wave. and all other possible 
contacts with occupied territories,to thos.1t,,~ho have thus far been 
afraid to risk escnpe, by assurance that thifre ls support and ·help 
waiting them in neutral and sheltered areas, practical financial 
and morale backing available from the United States. 

C. - STREllGTllEllillG P.USSIAU AID: 

I. - Offers or financing, supplied, transportation out of war a1•eas 
or out of Russin if best. Shelter offered in sanctuary areae, 

Soviet Russia's national policy toward clnorities will in
cline her to nid Jewo and other minoritico found in Poland, Roumania 
and other tcrritor1eo ns the Lastern Fl'ont advanoeo, to the grentcot 
extent tr.at war conditions L'lBY permit. It 1e obvious that tho strains 
of 1:ar concl1 tions will :r.nkc aid to civilians diff!cul t and the United 

, States and interested Aioericnn agencies should extend tho maximum 
aid to Ruoola that can be given in financing, in supplies and in 
pl'Ovlsion of transportation and othel' assistnnce to these refugees 
to lea.vs tho belligerent arena nnd to leave Husein completely !r .this j 
seems oeot. Refugees released by Russian ~nr efforts must be in- ) 
eluded ruoong those to bo received in sheltered com.~unities. (see Section E.) 

\ 

€. ,, 
!' r 
' 

( 
'· 

·I 
f 
' . i ~·. 



• 

- 5 -

D. - EFFOnTS TO STRE!;GT!iE!l NEUTRAL COUNTnIEs: Switzerland, Sweden, 
Portu=:al. Turkey. Spain - to'. accept more refugees and for 
loni?er oerloda: · 

The chlef oractioal outlet for emergency aid to refugees i 
lies in the neutral countries and must Utilize the agencies and I 
individuals in those countries qualified to help. Forms of assistance I. 
which can be given to them immediately are the following: f 

I 
! 

,. - """"""' ~,,,,. "' ... , .... ,. h~ .. "" '""'' ..... I 
Financial contributions from American Goverruoent. and . .\ 

American a5enc1es for support of refugees in pr1v=a~t~e__..:.f=::am=1=1=1=e=s-an::::.d==.u=n~d-e~r-~-~--~--~-----jt}~-'-~-c:c---1~-, group care, 

'IT.--ritcreasl.ng rood allotment~ permit~e_d_t·hr-o~; blockade for nationals Jl. 
am refugees, paid for by country. Contribution of additional food. 

Increase of the food allotments which these neutrals have 1·: 
been pero1 tted to buy outside the blockade area and transport through i 
the blockade for:~their own use, Additional food supplies should be 'i 
contributed from Government and private agency funds for similar '.! .. 
ship;nent for the use of the nationals and foreign refugees in tho·se 

(Could Argentina be encouraged to suoply or lncrea'se food ship-
countries. I ;'. 

n:-ents to Switzerland, Sweden, 'l'urkey and Portugal as well as Spain?), 

III.-Permission to A;nerican personnel to augment staffs of refugee agencies. 

Permission for American private agency personnel to be 
supplied as needed to refugee agencies in such neutral countries as 
can be reached, to supplement local staff, 

IV.- Duration shelter care of maxiraura number of refugees in additio·n 
to those now being given temporary care. 

Encouragement to neutral European~~µntries to aocept for 
"duration• care such substantial numbers of refugees as may be p1•aoti-
cable in addition to those which they have already received. Offers 
of financing and personnel should be part of such encouragement, should 
these countries desire outside aid. Such offers might come from UNRRA 
and from appropriate private agencies, "Duration• sanctuary care has 
already been hi£hly organized in SVlitzerland on a wise and humanitarian· 
basis. Doubtless a si::iilar develo;;;nent lo under .:ay in Sweden. Simi
lar patterns eight be developed in cooperation v11th UllRRA in the follow
ing countries: Turkey, Portu~al and possibly her colonies, and pos
sibly in Ireland should the govei•nmento of these countries be favorable, 
(Should r.;Uitary movements around tho British Isles make it possible, 
it might be very feaoible to conoider Eire, ao an agricultural and 
preclomina tely Catl'.olic country, as a desirable area for the dovelopmen t 
ot te:?porary colonies for Catholic refugees,) 

V, - ProrJpt moveiaent of excess refugees to oth(!r shelter areas. 

Prompt movement of refugees beyond tho number that neutral 
C?Untrieo can shelter for tho "durntion• to other nearby areas whore 
•:nel ter care can be advantogeo•Jely arrr.nged to UllHA and sanctuary· coro

-. mun1 ties developed for thn t; purpose. ( oco Section E). 

j 
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PROVISION OF SHELTER COMMUNITIES FOR 11DURA.TION 11 CARE BY UNRRA; 
Al\'D OTHER FORMS OF SHELTER CARE H 

r I. The announcement and development ~Ofc apeci fic-plans .. f()r..~-----:--cc:C-· f,···· 
such communities will be an immediate encouragement to refugees • . <. · ( 
wherever they may be and a stimulus to them to move from overcrowded 
neutral countries to more satisfactory and constructive living 
conditions. · 

- . . 
. . 

The provision of suoh shelter communitie°e is a function· of 
UMRRA in whioh private agencies may give valuable supplementary ai4 
in offering specialized sezj\ricea for which they are equipped in 
experience and personnel. 1' - · 

Shelter communities for European refugees should be looe.te.d 
as close to Europe as possible. Criteria for the selection .of suoh 
areas should include: Climate, space, population pressure, poli
tical clirriB te, food and other necessary minimal supplies, materials 
for temporary housing, regional heal th conditions, fac111 ties for -
adequate sanitation, the possibility of developing gardening for 
project subsiatance, and the psychological "feeling" of the refugees 
themselves - (certain loce. tions promote and are associated with -._ .•... -

~--_ --- ---v-1-ol-en-t-prejucl±-o-es---and-:-fears-;----Fronrthi--s-'-po1.nhf~vfew-W:rth;,\t'r1-o-a-_. -~~-----~ 
is questionable, because of i ta association with penal colonies, 
Foreign Legion and recent labor camp exploi t_at1011. ) - -

There- should be available employment or- the :feasibility Of 
creating employment in the form of a) esaent_ial industries with trans
:ferrable equipment, or b) projects that Will contrib.ite to the develop..; 
ment of the areas, such as irrigation. 

Possible areas: 

a. Europe, neu tI'e.l countr1es mentioned in Section B. 
b. Africe. and Asia: · 

North Africa 
Egypt 
Palestine 
Turkey - See Section B 
Iran and Iraq 

c. Western Hemisphere,._ ·. 
It is evident that\tte United states and other. Western 

countries cannot continue to urge upon other countries extended · 
hospite.lity and direct aid to refugees· and refrain from aooepting 
some share in the total load. Towe.rd this end various developments 
might be possible and effective: 

1. U.S. Visa Policy 

(a) Quiet liberalization of .U.S. visa polioy, within 
existing quota regulationa, for oersons in Europe ~nd nearby areas who, 
now or later, could arrange transportation to the United States and 

\ 
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who are acceptable under war condi tiona. such 8. liberalization· 
affecting people ln the Iberian Peninsula early in 1943 did 'riot _have 
unfavorable political repercussions. _ . . . 

(b) Abandonment of the policy-- of refusing~Hias ~---"- - · 
to persons w1 th relatives in occupied territory~ Th:ls _seems now to be_ - · 
unrealistic and has worked great hardship. -

(o) Simplification of the now highly complicated 
visa aoplica ti on procedure as far as ls consistent with public· safety. 

· (d) Issuance of U.S. transit visas tq immigrants to 
llexico and other Western Hemisphere countries wi1hout elBborate prq.
oedure. Wives and children of Spanish refugees already settled in 
Mexicc are experiencing months of delay in arranging ·travel from Spain 
to Mexico via ~nited States. · · 

2. Canada 

(a) Financial assistance might be given to Canada · 
to encourage her in liberalizing her immigration policy. Ce.nada is 
psychologically acceptable to Europeans whereas even temporary shel t1;3r 
in Latin American countries appears to them more hazaI'dous. · • 

! 
-) 

(b) Canada might be encouraged to provfd.e group 
shelter care for the duration for those who have plans tq:. settle 1i1 

_ _ ___ o.ther__paI'.t s__of'__the -Wea-te!'Ji-.-H emi-s phe l'e--a-f-t~-the--:-war,-bu-t~ho-::-d-o-no,+.-co,------"-~-------:-~ 
have time to complete those plans immediately. Financial assist-· 
ance might be extended from the United States for such a _proJec.t. 

3, Mexico 

(a) Encouragement to the Mexican Government to 
grant visas lmmedia tely to 1600 Spanish refugees who have applied from· 
North Africa for Mexican immigration. This matter has been pending 
for a year. · 
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Outline of MemoI'aildum II -to Mr. John Pehle--re-Propoeal:e-1'or-~-~ 
Refugeg__Ald Which the A.F.S.C. le Equipped to Take or Willing 
to Explore in Cooperation with the War Refugee Board, 

I. Might it be possible J:or Quakers to request perm1es1oh 
of German Government to undertake relief to Jews in 
Poland, either through Americana in safe conduct as 
relief wor.kers, or through Swedish or Swiss Friends, 
if latter are willing. 

II. Transmittal of funds to Friends in Switzerland. 

III. Location of refugees in Occupied areas. 

IV. Provision of personnel for shelter centers, 

V-. ---serv1c-es--in-shei-ter-centers approprrate for Friends. -

Official Representation for St~~~leas Refugees. 

Proposal that Friends participate in official representation 
of intereats of stateless refugees aa well as in services for 
t}}em, somewhat on pattern now carried on in Spain, 

\ 
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MEMORANDUM n To MR. JOHN PEHL;-~oM A.F.s.c; REPRoP&iAt.s ~o~ ll REFUGEEAID WHICH THE AMERICAN FRlENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE IB EQIJIPPED . J TO TAKE OR-W'ILLING:T0 -~~QRE-IN COOPERATION WITH "THE-WAFf'lIBFUGEE"'.J30ARD.-· i 

I. Relief to Jews in. Pofand Since the -pli-ght of refugees_ in Poland is considered to be the worst of any area in Europe and c -since Quakers have a history of relief operations in Poland. under war conditions, we wonder whether it might be possible to_ request_ the German Government to permit Quakers to undertake>relief to Jews in Poland either th.rough .Ameri<lans under special provision for safe ' conduct as relief workers, or through Swedish or Swiss Friends if _ latter are willing. We l'ecognize that this is a: bold and probably 

n 
an impractical proposal, but Friends would be willing to_ make it should there seem e. possibility of practical value to be obtained., either through the program or through the request~ for it."· -· - ---- - . -- . . u 

.1· 

It would . be willing tQ approach the· Russian GC>vernmenl wl.th \ a similar request to cpver such areas Hof ;Pola~nd as they-have oQ..oupi:ed...c--:___~~j+l-----'--+----or--wU-1-occupy intne next developments of tlie war;~~ -·-- - - i 
l' II. Transmittal of Funds to -Friends in:sw1tz1'irland.~ ·c;;; To \; trafnsmit fdun'.ls to Friend's-in Swltzerland_a.!'ld els~where for.increased ·ji\ re ugee a1 . 

I .- t' III. I&..c;iation of Refugees in Occupied Areas· - To tranami t l, to Quaker offices in neutral countries the names and last known addressee 1

1 

of refugees who have friends and relatives who oould B.id them thru package service or otherwise. Such communication would require u.s. ! · censorship approval now denied on the ground that the Red Croes can \ give sut
1
ch service.t hThe demands upon the IntPrnational Red Croes is - ,i curren y so grea , owevar, that they are not able to handle . inquiries concerning per.sons in occupied countrie_e who ·are not nation- · I • ali! of. those countries. l . Whether the individuals could se.fely be searched for and j : information transmitted about their present whereabouts would.have _ .,-__ to be left to the· discretion of looal workers~q.tt valuable a~d might _ be rendered in numerous instences. . . '·. Lista for Switzerland would have to be tr1.1namitted by dip.;. lomatic pouch since letters and cables into .Switzerland are subject to German censorship. 

IV. Provision of P~onnel for ~helter Centers" Qµick development of shelter centers by UNRRA will demand A-1 priorities on materials and personnel. ~ven so there will be difficulty in supplying suitable personnel quickly. 
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c.· - 100 to 200 able and technically equipped yo.ung men from . . 
.. ~ -"cc~C1v111e.n Public Service Camps, under guldance--of 8-taff-memoeirs ________ . 

experienced in work with refugees might be provided.at once ~r the 
former could be released from the restrictions now prohibiting .them 
from work outside tpf!_lln1..t~. Staj;~s. _ .Agd_i t1onal_membe1'..s~C_1_V'1118Ji; 
Public Servfoe men could probably be freed and prepared for such' · · 
servlc e later. We believe that such service, which many.· persons 
interested in foreign service would not welcome, would be acceptable · 
to these young men. · 

Civilian public service men, and· other youngand:older . 
persona available to the American Friends Service Committee would have 
the understanding attitude and 1'.rlendly concern for people essential 
for service. They wollld work under the supervision of highly trained·· 
persona who would guide the program and prevent mistakes, and who 
couJd point out the impllcatione of the service. 

Services appropriate for shelter centers are ones in which 
women are either equally acceptable or more desirable than men be• 
cause the great majority of refugees in such oenters are children, 
wo111en, and elderly people, needing personal care. · ' 

V. Services in Shelter Centers Considered ParticularlY 
Aoeropriate for Friends - Personnel available 1hrough the Ame>rican 

-Erl.ends .. Se:rwi.ce--Gommi.ttee-w'ould-seem-best-qual-if-ied-:-tor1110ra·J:·"'· -· ~ .. -'-· -.. -.. _c.... ~~~~~_,"------~ 
building services which are vitally importe.nt in removing from the 
shelter com.mun! ty the s tlgma of .restricted "camp'' ·life which has 
become associated !n the minds of refugees with all the horrors of 
concentration and persecution. Such services ·are.:_ 

Friendly counselling and providing of informatiOn and guiding 
refugees to channels for locating friends and r'elativee in other 
countries. · 

Work projects for young people. . 
Organizing clubs and project activities for elderly people. 
Day and evening recreation. 
Informal youth and adult education, etc, 
Providing from Civilian Public Service personnel, if they 

can be released, trained and expert technicians in agriculture and 
other fields. 

Supplementary feeding for convalescents and such 0th.er 
selected groups as need special treatment. 

·~, .. , 
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I 
OFFICIAL REPRESENTATION FOR STATELESS REFUGEES: 

Problems of the Stateless: 

Stateless refugees have no official gove~iim:ent spokesman . 
and theI'e f9re J.ack_ all governmental pro tect.ton~B.e;v-::a-r8-c'tihe-riloEt.-· ~ ------:---:~ 
Iielpless category in any group. (For example, recent description 
of refugees in Shanghai: non-belligerents best off, British and 
American next, then Central Europeans, and stateless at the bottom 
relegated to a restrict?_d area or ghetto.)___ - -

Because of lack of off ioial identificat1on: 

1. Cannot obtain legal.residence permits;,hence-always open 
to police interference, arrest, imprisonment and/or de--
portation. · 

2. Cannot secure ration cards. 
shortage area. 

3. Cannot travel, even locally. 

Last and least fed in any 

4. Cannot obtain work permits even where workpossible for 
foreigners. 

----------&.-~Perha;p_s,li1nno8t- serious factor is their utte~-hop~f~ssneaa 
regarding the fµture, arising from a sense that there is. · 
not only no home country to which one can return, but no . 
respon~ibile group upon which one has a claim or which will 
concern itself with one's wel:fare arid-future, 

Scope and Urgency of the Problem; 

The enormous numbers of .persona who have become stateless 
during recent years for political, racial or religious reasons .create 
a vast problem which will tall:e years to solve. Could an emergency 
measure be taken by a respected and responsible government or group . 
as the first step toward organized assumption of responsibility for 
the Stateless? - The effect on morale can scarcely be exaggerated. 
Hundreds of thousands who cannot be immediately reached or.benefited 
would be strengthened end encouraged to survive and to make. efforts 
to help themselves and others. The practical benefits obtainable 
in a neutral area have already been demonstrated in Spain. 

/ - '*"--'"< Suggestions for Emergency Action: 

Official inter-governmental coverage of stateless persons 
should, and must, be arranged, but will require manifold national 
and international discussions and agreements. It is assumed that 
the Intergovernmental Committee which now seems to be the appropriate 
body untimately to assume the responsibility of representing and 
documenting stateless persona is already exploring these national 
agreements. If their explorations could. be brought to immediate 
fruition thru American backing implemented by the War Refugee Board 
and world Wide announcement made to that effect, that would be the 
best solution to l:l_El hoped. Fail.1.ng such immediate. inter-governmental 

\ 
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. ·- . . coverage, the following interim measures migh1: be taken;· listed· 
according to our Judgment of their preferabHity: 

1. Assumption of diplomatic'-responsibilityfor a'tateless 
persons, with provision of temporary identification :papers ______ _ 
as quickly as may be _te11_s1_ble ,_ by_ the-Uni-ted -Statea-Govern~-
ment "' act1.ng--wnere necessary thru representatives of Switzer- . 
land as Protecting Power for the United States interests. _ · 
(It is recognized that the assumption of this responsibility 
by a belligerent power would. have certain~diaadvantages but -:·
these would be counter-balanced by the value attached by . _ . . . 
most refugees to the -~nited States __ aa a-country-of-tra.ditiona-1-C
asylum and by the protection practically afforded by the 
powerful sponsorship of the United States to its Nationals 
and "wards 11 

- as in Shanghai. } 

2. Similar assumption of diplomatic responsibility by Switzerland. 
As a neutral this would present some marked advantages over "l". 

3. Failing Swiss ability, similar assumption by the Swedish : 
Gov ei'nmen t. . · · 

- ·-., 
-

4. Failing the possibility of any government either being able 
to assume the responsibility involved, or to.act quickly. to 
do so, could an aasocia tion~o4r-i-va-te~groupa-:--docc1m-r-at~-,~1-=e~a~a~t-----~----c-c-~ 

-- ----- --------r-end-eI'Ing the service of repres.entation to official bodies 
on behalf of stateless persona as has been done by the office 
in Madrid: "Representation in Spain of<American Relj,ef 
Agencies." (See attached AFSC bulletin~) Some at least of 
the agencHea represented in the American Council of·-Volunteer 
Agencies for Foreign Relief would undoubtedly be _interested 

, in combining to give such ser_vice. 

5. The Society of _Friends, acting either thru the American Friends 
Service Committee or Jointly thru the American Friends. Service 
Committee and the Friends Service Council on behalf' of British 

~ Friends, could prob~bly participate: · · · 

a. •::i th the Intergovernmental Comm! ttee or other ·appropriate 
intergovernmental agencies, 

b. and/or with a group of private agencies 

in offering offichl representaltJ.pn to stateless refugees, a.s
well as providing services for them. Quaker ·delegates have 
directed such official.representation and services in Spain 
Un::ier the sponsorship of the American Embassy and the Spanish 
Red Cross, and in North Africa as representatives of OFRRO. 
American Quakers would be willing to consider the extension 
of such responsibility_ to other areas on behalf of ~1e State
less, and we believe that the British Friends might favorably 
consider cooperation in such a program. 
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. ~-·- -::-·':' Re Program of War Refugee Boarq 

From A.F.s.c. 

General Statement 

A. A 
Other Axle Bell! erente for Rele se 

tnoI'ltles. 0 

I. Appeals to Germany. 

a. Release of entire Jewish minority resident in 
Axle territory, support to be guaranteed by 
U. a. (and British?) until national ~go:::_,_-_v~er~n~----'--·-~---'--~ _____ -men ts-and-UNflRA--as-eume,------- -· 

b. Release of suooeesive groups of 1000 ohildren 
under 12 and elderly over 60, tinanoing same 
as (a~ ) (Po a si bly i nol ud e 10% Germans tor 
health oare and relief from war oond1t1ons.) 

o. Permission for trains under safe oonduot from 
Switzerland to Spain and Portugal. 

d. Exohange of German o1v1lia:n internees for 
Jewish minority groups. 

e. Paoka_ge eervioe enlarged or food d_r,r ft .plan • 
ins ti tu ted for Poland and el eewhere·;· 

· II. Appeals to Hungary. Bulgaria and Roumania, . enoouraging 
aid, olemenoy, and relaxation ot border controls, ae 
polioiee acoeptable to Allied NatJ9ne. · 

--~"'\'. 

Efforts to Extend Aid in Oooupied Countries. 

I. Permission and enoouregement for transmittal of funds 
to agenoies in neutral oountriPe for re-transmittal 
to Oooupied oountr!ee. 

II. Money transmittals tor food purchases in neutral ooun
triee tor shipment to Ocoupied oountriee. 

\ 
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III. Inorease o.f paokage reserve of International Red·· 
Cross to permit more for civilian internees. 

IV. Encouragement of agencies with oontaots in Oooupied, 
countries to assist movement or refugees. 

V. W}len effective measures set UQ, short wave to encourage 
such movement. 

C. Strengtheni~ Russian Aid. 

I. Offers of finanoing, supplies, transportation out of 
war areas or out of Russia if best. Shelter offered 
in sanctuary areas. 

D. Efforts to Strengthen Neutral Count~ 

E. 

I. Finanoing support ot refugees in homes or group oare. 

II. Inoreasing food allotments permitted through blookade-· 
for nationals ar;d refugees, paid for by oountry. 

__ Dontl'1hution_oLaddit1onal4ood. - - -~~--_:__---'----~--,----~~ 

III. Permission to A~erioan personnel to augment staffs of 
refugee agenoies. 

IV. Duration shelter care of maximum number of refugees 
in add! tion to those now being g1 ven tem~orary care~_ 

V. Prompt movement or excess refugees to other shelter 
areas. 

for "Duration" oere 
are. 

I. Discussion or funotion, oriteria tor selection or suoh 
areas, and what areas might be suitable in: 

a. Europe 

b. Africa and Asia 

o. 'Hestern Hemisphere 

1. U. s. Visa Polioy 

(a) Quiet liberalization to greatest 
extent possible. 

(b) Abandonment ot •relatives clause~. 



1 

/ 
/ 

/ ,.., 

A'/ 

\ 
'\ 

• 
(c) Simplification ot procedure. 

(d) Issuance ot U.S. transits for 
Uexico, e to. , wi 1h out elaborate 
procedure. · · 

2. Canada 

(a) Financial assistance to encourage 
liberal immigration. 

( b) Shelter oare tor t.lne e dee tined 
for later permanent settlement in 
Western Hemisphere. 

3. Mexico 

-~ 

{a) Immediate visas for 1600 Spaniards 
in North Africa. 

------------_ ------=-·---
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!.!Et;ORAl!DUli I. TO: r.:r. John Pehle 

FROK: American Friends Service Committee 

ti by t he \'for Refugee Donrd- or to be effec.ted RE: Sugeestions for ao on _ _ _ _ -
thru 1ts 1moetus: 

·rhe Government of the United States has, in reoent years, 
taken 1·adership in inter-governmental planning on behftlf Of refugees. 
In comn:rlaon ~1th its resources ~nd po~er, the United States has, 
however, extenrleg little practical e.aaietMce or hospitality to 
refugees. 

'l'he of!1o1al ooncern expressed in the formation of the War 
RefUfee Board should, in our judgment, be implemented by as extensive 
and varied benefits to refugees as is practicable under present con-
ditione. Othe.rw1ae it may .be viewed as another well-mean1_ng but . 
futile geatur-e-; -i'or--the -enme--reason-grea-t-oare-ahou-ld-,-be~tf!ken-no,10----~--+~--'-~~_;~.:.... 
to publicize plane in advance of their aooompl1ahment or of demon
strated assurance that they can be accomplished. . We feel there la 
a grc>at weight upon- the people of the United States to use their 
po.,..er and position effectively as 'ln expression of deep humanitarian 
concern. · 

It is re wgnized that refugee a in Japanese held territory -
ao~e 21,000 in Shanghai alone - are in danger as oritical as thllt in 
Europe. It le probably impossible to effeot their rescue now. . The 
attached suggestions, therefore, deal only with minorities in European 
countries. 

7iha tever program cRn be undertaken by the War Refugee ·Board 
should be free from any discrimination whatever as to race, nationality, 
class, politics or religion. Such a policy is the essence of the . 
hucan1tar·iun effort which baa been publicly announced, all agencies and 
individuals cooperating with the Board should accept it without reser
vation. ~''" _ . 

The War Refugee Bonrd hae n responsibility, in addition to 
its servlce functions, to ot1rnulR.te nppropr1ate agencies to educate 
the /<i:1erican public 11& to the basic significance or refugee aid. Our 
public must recognize thnt in tho thre11t to persecuted minorities in 
Europe !ind Ania tho freedom and welfare of all 1nd1v1duale, in the 
United States 11s l'lell as eloewhere, ie threatened nnd thn t tho obvious 
risks entaile1l in a progrom of praot1onl refugee aid must be accepted 
in the long-term public interest. Suoh eduoR.t1on wUl propnra the 
country to withstand l!lter pressures to.,..ard aeltieh and short-sighted 
1soln tloniam. 
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A. - APP!::ALS 'i'O GEHhJ\riY AtlD O'ftl:;:R AXIS BELLIGEREti'£3 FOR REL!i:ASE 
OF Rl•ClAL .\l:J R«.LIGIOUS liINORITH:S: 

An emeri:-ency progr11..lll under existing condlt1one will o_b- · 
viously focus chiefly upon neutral countries and contact through 
them with persona in occupied territory. Hov;ever, a_n appeal to 
ti!e Ger:«Rn Gov~rnment 0 .nd 1ta satellite -belligerent-a for cooperation 
1n evnc~r,tlon of :l:c rn.cl<tl nr.d religious m1nor1t1es see;i;s Juatl:t'led 
as a si:o..t-~ .. e!"lt of hw,1pnit'lrln.n concern nnd !lS an encouragement to 
tile t:!o:~ale of ~~·1fugeea in Europe, even lf it ehould prove fu:tile in 
practice. Therefore the follo~ing recuests might be made: 

(a) Relense of entire Je•istt minority resident in Axis 
territory, au;:port to be' [ll!'\ranteed by U.5. (and 
British?) un t1l na tionel gcv·.~rnments and U!ffiRA assume. 

'i'h.'l.t the entire Jewish minor! ty still resident 1n Axis and 
Occupied countries bo released, their support in neutral and shelter
ed areas for the durRtion to be guaranteed by the United States (and 
Great Br! ta in?), with the expectation thn t the other Allied Govern•·· 
ments w1ll assume financial responsibility for their Olm nii.tionale, 
and that UNRRA later assumes responsibility for administering and 
flnanoing such a prograa. Because or labor Ehortage, 1t is entirely 
unl1k e 1 y tent Ge rilia ny "~ ld -~~ e_d ~:_ to au Q.li__a:_Jll'OllOBL!.L,_bu~unJ..e at1__:~'__:_ _ _::__ ________ -,--.-'--
the lini ted St:itP.s-fllrifody to make 1 t, our indignant pro tests against 
German extermin11tion policy are vulnerable. 

( o) ~elease of''aucceaa1ve groups of 1000 children under 
12 and elderly over 60, fimrnclng same as (a) (Pos
sibly include 10;( Germ11ns for health care and relier 
from 1o·ar condi t1ons. ) 

That successive groups of 1000 J1?wish children under 12 
and elderly people over 60 be permitted to enter Switzerland, Sweden, 
Portugal and Turilsy for temrorary residence and to enter Spain for 
transit to North Africa. Financing of their care in these countries 
to be guaranteed by l:ni ted States Government or pri VI! te agencies until 
assumed by other gov;,rnments and UUR.JtA. Additional supplies Md rood 
to be peroitted to go into those countries for their support. 

(An added induce1aent to Ger:i.an aio;reen:ent 1aieht be to permit 
10% of t?,e t0tnl rcl1?aaed to be of Gcr:,an children nnd 
aged persons admitted to 3~1tzerlnnd nnu/o~~ther neutral 

\ countri'o!a for ilenl ti~ mre and removal from pre'eeure of "'9r · 
'\. condi tlons. ) · 

(c) P~rniiea1on for trnlns under enfe conduct from 3witzer-
111nd to 3p•1in and Port-..ig11l. 

'fhu t trains under ante conduct curry rc!:.ic;oas nc.;; ln 
tlw1"&zerlnnd to Sptiin and Portug11l tor transfer to shelter camps in 
North Ati;ica or else•1·here, thus relieving pressure in SY"i tzerlond 
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and encouraging furt!;er move!..!ent t'rau occupied countries into 
Switzerland. 

(In any of ille :liree above propo11pla Rdequa te health 
controls would be asswaed. It mii;;ht be possible tor 

c:; ---"'' 

neutral deleg.itea to raeet the pnrtiea within the German 
borcer to e:uard agninat the lncl1.i8lon of undue propo;rtions 
of tl:e ;~entally ;;.r:d .hyalcally incapaoitated, and to pre-
vent last ;iiinute blocking of plr.na. Precautiona_should _______ _ 
also be taken to exclude from the ranks of refugees any 
ene:.:iy a.gen ta who could be 1den tl{led. ) 

( d) ;;;xchange of German oivllian in ternaee for Jewish 
minority i;roups. · 

That United Sta:es offer further exchunges of German 
civllian intez·ncell for Jewish ;ninorlty groups (too dangerous to name 
or liS>t specific individuals among latter). -

(e) Package eorvioe enlarged or food draft plan instituted 
for Poland and elsewhere. 

That pa~k-nge-13erv-1ae~t;o---t-ndi v1Uuals---oe enlarged; or a food 
draft plan estaolished (as in .Poland during last war) to permit bulk·. 
rood shipments into occupied areas for d1atr1bLttion to individuals 
under auspices of internatlom,l organizations. Thia proposal ap
pears part1culnrly vitci'l for Poland at present. 

II. - APPEALS ro HUllGARY. JillLGAitIA AilD ROUliAilIA, encouraging aid. 
'-'lemer.cy~ and relaxation of bol'der controls• aa policies 
acceptable to Allied Nations. · -

Since these countries are obviously shaken in their Axis 
allegiance •. it wight be useful to raake formal repreaentn tions to 
them through diplom~tic channels ne to the urgent desire of the United 
States that all possible aid and clauenoy be extended to refugees -
particularly racial and religious minorities - with the implication 
that improvement in their internal pol1cy in this matter and all 
possible relaxation of border controls would benefit their later 
standing ';I-1th the Uni tad States nnct other Allied llatione. 

~-l/-· 
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B, - c:FFCR'i'S 1D !o:X'i'ZhD AID Ill OCCUPI!o:D COUllTRH;s: 

I. - ferr.:1es1on i'!ld encournLe~ent for transalttnl of funde to 
nge::c1es in n"."utrr.1 countries ~or re-trnnernlttf?r to 
Cccupieo count:"1e9. 

Fe!"..:~~;~ lon r.r.d. enc:: ~~rr:.t;e: .. P_n·~ ~o:r t!"'r..nen1 t:r l of !'urxrie 
to ::iuc:..11 t:t..;er-.c1~e in !"".!'u\:r;•l .~ountrle·e roe CP-n in turn trRne:fer tbera 
to ccc~;-.ied t-reea for refu£ee support R!!d trr.vel. 

Ir. - i cr.cy trr.::puH;;, :;.5 for food purcf.r,oee 1n neutrnl countries. 
for shlpr.:cn: :o Gcc:i;Jled countr1oe. 

·:rr.EEnl.tt(\l of funde to Sw1tzerlnnd, s~·eden, Turkey ond 
Portt.:.i· l !·or 1~·c.f"dint;e foo~ puJ·cl.t:r;c-n of such r:rtlclce ns cnn be 
expo '-•d :'re:.: .:.~r.e dountr:eo r.n~ ct:etr1;, tion to refueees :!1:-ough 
age~=: ~ ln c:c.:r!ed hrcna. 

III.- I:::r" _,o Jf. ·;ck1•,;e r~s· 1•ve of Intern"t10nfil Rad Croee to 
f.ar:...1; a.J:·e f~r c~v111nn internees. 

lr.i.:::re:-:se :>f :he ~'!Ck.s.;e re.H:rve of tbe Intez·nr,tionnl lied 
c~·oss f':lr ;r!.F.on~rs j( r:--r xntl c1vll1fn lr.terneoo to pc~rrt1t gren.ter 
;:.ropr.::io:~F. :~ ::e ~er.t r.o clvlllr:.n internees thr-ough the .Red Cross 
packq .. e dletrl.: ... :in~ Cf:riters ln Switzcrli-nG. (St~!.elese ~ef11gees 
nre ;-.. ·,r ":ic~l.3.:-~y ~ri.('o?·~u?:i" te r:lnce tr·ey qt present hnve no govern
ment :.o .:ovtr "t:1eo "~Y:-1 th. a gcu;,:rncent nlloc1ttion as 1s done tor t:t11ny 
nn tlor .. 1,le. ) 

IV. - :.;nc~'Jr~ge?:.e:ft---c-r -egcn.Jlco '1 t:. ~~at; pets in Occupl«:d countries 
to &azlst ~o¥e~cnt c: r~rugees. · 

.:r.~JU:r'ol(;c::.cr.t ar· su:h ot;~ncles as P.Rve exlstlng conti;ote 
in 0:0u;_;t{!d j!'?&s to strcnt;t:1cn the effcrt of a'Jch ~ontact groups 
1n,1-:.ny ~-;.J ~cci=10lc to fiSelat -:;;a ~over.ent ot retue.eee, 

-:1f 

V. - ~ t£n e!'!"ec:lve :Jeasarcs set ·.;p, !:ho.rt-weve to encournr,e 
St;Ch :JOYC:r.ent_. 

frov1d1'16 effective ::;.?fiFllree 1re act,~nllY set uo end not 
until t:.en: er1cour"!.'""-cnt, thrcugh .~h.::rt-.-nve nr.d all other poeslble 
contP.cto •1th occupied terr1tor1ea,t<> thone 1cho huve ti:ue fr.r b<en 
nrrnic t:> rlsk eac,,pe, by nr.surance tl:11t t!:ure ls eupport tind help 
eo1 ting ther1 in neu trnl nnd ah el tered n reno, prnctlcnl f1Mnclal 
and corn le b'1cl:1ng nvnllAble from thu tn1 ted ~~ee. 

c. - sr;u;1;G't;;;·.n111:; ttussr;.11 AID: 

r.. - Oftcro of t1n~ncini;1 oupplled, trnnsportntion out or wnr areaa 
or out or iluoo111 1f lleot. Shulicr offered in snnctu11ry nrc•e. 

-------------------------

Soviet Russin' s t:!,t10nP.l ;ioll::y to.,_1rd a1nor1t1t!s •lll 1n
cl1nu her to "1d .!.,·1:a t•lld ~t;.~r <"1norH1c~ round 1n l'ohnd, ::\ou;o:.n1n 
and other territories ne tr.e r:11et11rn Front ndvnnoes, to the greRteot 
extent ti.nt •ur cond1t1one C!IY ;iorrdt. It lo obvious thnt tho strain• 

or •er cond1t1one will ::i11ke aid to o1villnno diffioult nnd the u 
1 States and. 1ntei·oeted Allorlcnn ogenoies should oxiond the CIAXi 11 ted 

a14 to llueeiB that can be glvon ~n f1nnno1ng, in eupplhe nod lllU!il 
ProVlolon ?f tr11r.eport11t1on nnd o't_her asaietr.nce to thaso retu ~~8 · 
to hn_ve ;ne belllgere.nt nrene n1.<1 to leave ilueolri oomplctely ~t :h 
see:r.s oest. R·du.;:eea rele11ec.i b,y Ruse1r,n ·•nr efforts ::.uet b 1s 
eluded a;;c.n,; U1Jse to ~e recctv~_d 1,, •!;elterc<! COJ!l.1.Unlties 

1
° in-

Section :::. ) · _ • seo 
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D. - EFFORTS TO ·sTRENGTHEN NE:UTRAL COUNTRU:s: Sw1tzerlaJ1d. Sweden, Portugal. 'l'urkey. Spain - to acoeot mqre refugees and for longer periodr.--

'l'hc chlet praotlcnl outlet tor emergency a1d to refugees lies ln the neutral. countries gnd muet ut111ze the agencies and 

.\, 

!.!1Ct1°\'1d·.ials ln those countr1aa qualified to help. Forrsa ot asslstanoe which· can be given to thco 1mrnedlately are the follo¥·1njl;!_ 
I. - Flnnncir.g support of refugees 1n homes or g·roup care • 

. ~~ 

Financial contrlb·Jt1cns' from American Goverrunent nr.d Au.ericnn agencies for support or· refugees 1n private families und under gr group care. 

II.- Increasing food allotments permitted through blockade for nationals nni refugees, ~al~ for by country. Contribation or additional food. 
Inc;.eaeo of the food .'>.llct:1ents l"hich theae neutrals h:J.ve been permitted to buy oute1da tho blockade arr.a and tranaport through the blockade for :;heir or;n uae. Add1t1onnl food supp11ea should be contributed from Governai.!nt and pr1vnte nger.cy funds for similar ehipucnt fol' the uoe of thenationnle and foreign refugees 1n thoae co-uniries..------ _c __ . __ ·-:---- - - -------'· . · · · (Could Argentlna be cncourDged ~o eupply or increase food ship.;. mcmts to 3viltzerland, Sweden, iurkcy and Portugnl na r;ell as '3paln? ), • · 

III.-l'c;rm1ee1on to American !:::rsonnel to augment staffs ot retugee 

_., 
{ 

\. 

agencies. 
.-----~------·-. -·-----'------:.-. l.'orlll1es1on for American pr1vata agency per1mnncl to be supplied as needed to rerugee agencies 1n such neutral countries aa· can be reaoned, to supplement local staff, 

IV.- Duratlon st:eltsr care of maximum nuober of retugcee in addition tQ those now being given temporary cure. 

Zncouragelllent to neutral 8uropo11n countries to accept for··· 'duration• care such aubatantlnl nUC1bo1·s of refugees as LJay be praoti-ce.blo ln nt::d1t1on to thcae which they have already rocelved. Ofters of financing an<l :JerRonnel should be part or such encouragement, should t~.eee countries desire outside aid. Such oftera.1:11ght coco from Ul'iRRA and frow appropriate private agencies. ..•Jurntion" sanctuary cnre hs.s e.lre;id;r been h1g,hly orgnnlzed ln Bw1tzerlltnd on n wise nnd human1tnr1an basis. Doubtless a airnUnr developruent is under way in Sweden. Sltailar patterns !!light be developed 1n cooper11Uo11 'Pith UlllU\A in the !ollow-1ng countrloo: Turkey, Portugnl and possibly her oolonioo, and possibly in Ireland should the govornmento ot ti1ese oountriee be favorable. (Zhould ~111tary movements around the Br1t1oh Ialea ~eke it posslblo, it :ni15ht ·oe very ren.oible to conaid"lr rare, as nn agricultu1•al and prorlomina tely Catholic country, as a desir!lbla area for tt.e development ot temporary colonies tor Catholic roCUGeea.) . 
V • - Pro14pt ·movei.ent ot oxcees ·refugees to other eh el tor areas. 

Prompt movement ot rotugeea beyond tho number thnt neutral C?untrie s can she.lt.er tor the •durn tlon • to other nearb1 areas irhore 'l'nel ter care can be advantageously arranged to UllRA and sanctuary oommun1t1ee developed tor tblit·purpose. (see Section E), 

\. 
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PROVISIOH OF SHELTER COIU!UliITIES FOR •DURATION" OARE BY URRRAj 
AND OTHER iORllS 01' SHELTER- OARK 

I. The announoement and development ot specitio plans_ tg).' 
suoh communities will be an immediate encouragement to refugees • -
where'ie_l- they may be am a stimulus to them to move from overoro•ded 
neutral, countries to·mors satistaotory and cona'truot1ve living · 
condiifona. -

! 
! -----------· _____ --+-

'fhe pr~~ieion ot suoh shelter ocmmunities is a function of ! 
UNRRA in which priTate agencies may give valuable supplementary aid 
in ottering apeclalized services tor whio h the;r are equipped in 
experience and personnel. 

8helter communities tor European refugees should-be -looated 
u oloee to Europe ae possible. Criteria tor the selection ot such 
areas should include: Climate, space, popula tlon pressure, poli
tical clim&te, food and other necessary minimal' supplies, materials -
for temporarr housing, regional health conditions, facilities tor 
adequate sanitalion, the poa11billty or developing gardening tor 
proJeot aubaiatanoe, and the payohologioal •reeling• ot the reti.tgeea 

--~ems,lvea - (certain locations promote and are auociated with - -
violent_ preJucUoes: anc! tears. l'l'om thia point ot view Rorth Atrioa 
b questionable, beoauae ot its aHooiatlon with penal oolonisa:, 
rore1gri Legion and recent labor oa11p exploi tatlon. ) 

There should be avalla ble employ11en t or the teae1 blli ty ot 
or ea ting _ _eap10J-Aen 1: 1n:_tbe. t-011m-0Lal--essential---induattte8--irith~tl'ans-·~-'---~-~---~ 
terrable equ1p11ent, or b) proJeots that will contr1rute to the develop
ment of the areas, such as irrigation. 

Pouible ar.eaa: 

--a. -Europe, neu tral-countr1-es-men-ticn1ed-i-n-seotlon -a-. -__ -------------~-~- -~--
b. Africa and Asia: 

Horth Atrioa 
E87pt 

, Palestine 
) Turke7 - See Section B 

Iran and Iraq 
o. Wester-n Hemisphere 

It le evident- that the United states and other Weiltern 
oountr1ea oannot-continuft to urge upon other oountries extended 
hospitallt;r and direct aid to refugees and retrain from aqcepting 
some share 1n the total load. Toward this end various d•velopmente 

\ 1111ght be poHible and· etteothe: '-'?--'\ - · 

''\ 1. U.S. Visa Pol107 

(a) Quiet liberalization ot U.S. visa polio7, within 
existing quota regulations, tor persona in Europe and nearbf areas who, 
now or later, could arrange transportation to the United States and 
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who are acceptable under war condl tlona. such a 11l:>era11zation 
affecting people in the Iberian Peninsula early in 1943 did not h$ye 
unfavorable poll tlcal repercussions. · 

(b) Abandonment of the policy of refUslng visas 
to oeraons wl th rela tlyes in occupied territory. Th~ seems now to be 
unrealfstio 'and has worked great hardship. . 

(c) Simpl1f1cat1on of the now highly com911oated 
visa appl1ca tlon ;>rocedure as far as ls oonsis_tent_w1t.!1_ public sa!ety. 

(d) Issuance of U.S. transit visas to immigrants to 
uexico and· other \TPstern Hemisphere countries wl th out elaborate pro
cedure. Wives .and children of Spanish re!ugees already settled in 
Mexloo are experiencing months of delay in arranging travel from Spain 
to Mexico via United States. 

2. Canada 

(a) Financial assistance might be given to Canada 
to encourage her in 11beral1z1ng her immigration policy. Canada is 
psychologically acceptable to Europeans where·aa even temporary shelter 
in Latin American countries appears to them more hazardous. 

(b) Canada might be encouraged to provide group 
shel:ter care for-the~duration-4-0r----those-who-hAv..&-c-plana__to s~e~t~t~l~e~i~n--~~~~
other parts of the Western Hemisphere·arter the war, but who do not 
heve time to complete those plans immediately. Financial assist-
ance might ~e extended from the United States for suoh a proJeot. 

3. Mexico 

(a) Encouragement to the Mexfoan Government to 
grant visas immediately to 1600 Spanish refugees who have applied from 
North Africa for Nexican immigration. Thie matter has been pending 

.. for a year. 

_j_ __ 

\ 
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outline or Memorandum II to Mr, John Pehle re Proooeals tor 
Refugee A!d Which the A.F.s.C. !s Eouipoed to Take or W!ll!ng
to Exolore !n Coooerat!on w!th .the War RefUge~ Board. 

I. M!ght !t be possible for Quakers to request permission 
ot Germ·an Government to undertake relief to Jews in 
Poland, e!ther through Americana in sate oonduot as 
relier workers, or through Swedish or swiss-Friends, 
it latter are ltllling. 

II. Transmittal of funds to Friends in Switzerland. 

III. Lo cs tion or refugees in Occupied areas. 

IV. Provision of personnel for shelter centers. 

V. Services in shelter centers appropriate tor Friends. 

Of!io1al Representation tor Stateless Refugees. 

Proposal that Friends participate in oftio!al representation 
of interests of stateless refugees as well as in servioes tor 
them, somewhat on pattern now carried on in Spain. 

i . 
. . ~ 



... 

c..-: 

February-20,-1-9-44~~~ 

MEMORANDUM II TO !lR. JOHN PEHLE FROM A. F. S. C. RE PROPOSALS FOR REFUGEE AID WHICH THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE IS EQUIPPED TO TAKE On WILLING TO EXPLORE IN COOPERATION WITH THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 

I. Relief to Jews in Poland ~ Slnoe the plight of refugees in Poland ls considered to be the wors~ of any area in Europe and since c;uakers have a history of relief operations in Pole.nd under war oondlt1one, we wonder whethPr it might be possible to request the German GovernmP.nt to permit Quakers to undertake relief to Jews in Poland either through Americans under special provision tor safe conduct es relief workers, or through Swedish or Swiss Friends it latter are willing. We recognize that thle ie a bold and probably an impraotioal proposal, but Friends would be willing to make it should there seem a possibility of practical value to be obtained, either~through the program or through the recueet for it, 
It would be willing to ap,;-roach the Russian. Government wi tli a slmllar-request to-oovereu-oh-areas of-P6I8nu-ae they have di.coupled or will oooupy in the next developments ot the war. 

II. Tranemi ttf.11 :·of Fund e to Friends in Switz e~ - To trane1Li t furrl e to Friends in swl tzerhnd and elaewhere for increased refugee aid. 

III. Location of Refugees ln Ocouoied Areas - To transmit to Quaker offices in neutral ooimtrles the names and last knol'ill eddresee1 of refugees who have friends and relatives who could aid them thru package servloe or otherwise. Such comffiunloatlon would reGulre U.s. censorship approval now denied on the ground that the Red Crose oan give such service. The demands upon the International Red Croes le currently so great, however, that they are not able to handle inquiries conoerning persona in occupied countries who are not nation-als of those countries. · 
Whether the individuals could safely be searched for and .'iinfor~atlon transmitted about their present wh~~abouts would have ,to be left to the disoretion of local workers rut valuable aid. might .e rendered in numerous inn tanoee, 
Li eta for Swl tzerlend would have to be trpnsmi tted by dlplor.atlc po!!Ch since letters and cables into Swit?.erland are eubJeot to Gerrr~n censorship. 

IV. Provls12n of Personnel tor Shelter Centers - ~iok development of ehel ter centers by UNRRA will demand A-1 oriorl ties on materials and personnel. F;ven so there will be cHftioulty in supplying au 1 table personnel quickly. 
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100 to 200 hble and tPchnically ecuipped young men fr.om 
Civilian Public service Camps, under guidance or staff members 
experienced in work with refugees might be provided at once if the 
former could be released from the restrictions now prohibiting them 
from work outside the United StnteA, Addi t1onal members of Civ11Tail 
Public Service men could probably be freed and prepared for such 
service later. ·-~e believe the t such· service, which many persons 
interested in foreign service ll'ould ,·not welcome, would be acceptable 
to these young men. 

Civilian public service men, and other young and· older 
persons available to the Amf'rican Friends Service Cammi ttee would have 
the understanding a:ttitude and friendly concern for people essential 
for service. They wollld work under the supervision or highly trained 
persona who would guide tb.e program and prevent mlstake·s, and who 
couJd point out the implications of the service. 

Ser_viC-P.s aoor.-0:rr!ate-f'or---shel t-er- centers are--ones'In which 
women are either ecuaily acceptable or niore desirable than men be
cause the great majority of refugees in such centers sre children, 
wo~en, and elderly people, needing personal care. 

V. Services in Shelter Centers Considered Particularly 
Ap?rooriate for Frinnds - Personnel available through the Amnricsn 
Friends Service Committee would seem best qualified for morale · 
building services which ere vitally important in removing from the 
shelter co~Tiunity the stigma· of restricted •camp• life which has 
become associated in the minds of refugees with all the horrors of 
oonoentra~ion and porseoution. Such services are: 

Friendly counselling and providing of information and guiding 
refugees to channels for loor.ting friends and rela tlvee in other countries. 

Work projects for young t')eople. , 
Organizing clubs and project activities tor elderly people. 
Day and evening reoreatlon. '°b.., · 
Informal youth and adult ed_uoation~ 'eto. 
?roviding from Civilian Public Service personnel, if they 

can be released, trained and expert technicians in agi'ioultur~ and 
other fields. 

Supplementary feeding for convalescents and suoh other 
sel~oted groups as need special trer.tment. · 
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-OFFICIAL REPRESE!ITATION FOR STA~ELESS REFUGEES: 

Problems of the StatJl.eea: -- ~ -----~·----

Stateless retugees have no oft1o1al government epokesman 
and therefore Iack all governmental p:roteot!on. _ 'rney are the moat 
helpless category in any group. (For example, recent-deeorlptlon 
of refugees ln-Shanghal: non-belligerents beet oft, Brltleh and 
American next, then Central Europeans, and stateless at _the bottom 
relegated to a reetr1oted area or ghetto;) -

Beoauae or laok or otfJolal 1dent1!1oat1on: 

1. Cannot obtain lognl reeldenoe pennits; hence a1Y1ays open 
to polloe 1nterrerenoe, arrest, imprisonment and/or de
portation. 

2. Cannot secure ration cards. 
eho-rtag1t nrea. 

LRet and leaet fed 1n any 

\. 

J. Cannot travel, even locally. j 
4

• -~~;~~~~~=~l11__1?0r_k_pe_rm~te even where vork po:""'e:::s:::l:::b:::l:::e __ ""'"t~o""r~-------,,+-/1-

5. Perhsps the moat serious fR.cto-r la their utter hopefesenesa
regarding th~ futur&, Rrls!ng from a s~nse thR.t there le 
not only~no lio~I) oo_untry to whlch one ca_n roturn, but no I 
respona1bile grou~ upon whicfi onq hae a olaim or whioh will J 
concern itself wlt-h one's ""lt'R.re 'lnd future. _ 

Scope and Urgency of the Piyblem; 

The enortJoue nWllbera ot poreone who have become otateleae 
during reuont years tor pol1t1cal, racial or rollgloua reasons create 
a vast probleu which will take years to solve. Could an emergency 
measure be tnkon by a reapeoted and responsible goverllli1ent or group 
as the !1rst step toward organlr.ed assumption of respons1b111ty for 
the Stateless? --'l'he efteot on morale can eoercel1 be exaggerated. 
Hundreds ot thousands who cannot be lllllied1ately reached or benefited 
would be strengthened and enoouraged to survive and to make ettorte 
to help themselves and others. 7be praotloal benetlta obtainable 
in a neutral area have nlread7 been.dBlllonstrated ln Spain. 

Suggestions tor Ea!ergenor 49uoq1 ~~}· 

Ottloial 1nt~r~governmental coverage ot stateless persons 
should, and aust, be arranged, but will require mnnlrold national 
and international d1aousslon1 and agreements. It la assumed that 
the Intergovernmental Committee which now eeema to be the appropriate 
bod7 unt1Wltely to neeume the reepono1b111ty or representing nnd 
documont1ng stateless pereone le already exploring these national 
agreements. It their explorations could be brought to lmmedinte 
fruition thru Al:ierlonn backing implemented by the War Refugee Bonrd 
and world wide announoe~ent made to that efteot, that would be the 
boat solution to be hoped. Falling suoh illlllledlate inter-governmental 

I 
I 

'l 

I 

J 

, ,_ 
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coverage, th,~!. t,ollow1ng interim measures might be tnken, listed ----- -
according t!'_'(ur Judgment of their prefernb111ty: 

' 
l. Aeeumptlpn of diploma tlo 1•esponslb1ll ty _for otatelese 

persona, -;with provision of temporary 1dent1t'ication pnpere 
as quickly as may be !eaelbla, by the_Unlted Statee_CJOvern- __ 
tiient - acting where necessary thru repreeentntlves of Switzor
land as Protecting Po\;"er for the United States lnteroets. 
(It ls recognized thu t the assumption of this responsibility 
py a belligerent power would have certain dlsadvnntnges but 
these .oulrt be countcr-balnnoed by the value attached by -
aoet refuKeee to the United Stntee as a country of traditional 
aaylwa and by the protection practically afforded by the 
po" orful sponsorship or the Uni :ed Sta tee to 1 ta U11 tlonil.ls 
and •wards• - as in Shnnghfll. ) ; 

2. Sii!!llar assumption of diploma tic ret<pcnslb111ty by S'f{itzerland. 
As a neutral this would prcaont some marked 11.dvantages over •1 •. 

3. Fnlling S'lllss a bill ty, e1ra1lnr 11sau1lp1i1on by the Sr.edii!hh 
Gover~1llle_ot._~-- ·~--~~-~~-'--c~---

Falling the poaaib1lity of any govornrnent either be-1ng able 
to aaaUD1e the respoileibi li ty invo !.-.rod, or to not quickly to 
do sq, Qould an aesooiatlon of pr1vnto groups do so; at least 
rendering the service or representation to oft'iclal bod1e·a 
on bebnlt or stuteless persona as has been done by the otfioe 
1u Uadrid: ~Representation in Bpal!l of Americ1ui Relief ' 
Abencles. • (Sea attached_ AFSa bulletin. ) S0me at least ot 
thd agencies represented in tho A~erlcan Council of Volunteer 
Agencies for Forulgn Re_lief would undoubtedly be lnto.restsd 
in coabinin8 to eive such service. 

5. The 3oo1oty of Fr1nnja, actir..g 01the1• tilru ':ho A:oorioan Fr1om1s 
Service Committee or Jointly thru the American Friends Service 
Collllll1 tteo and the F .r fond a Service Oouncll on behnll' or Brl ti sh 
Friends, could provably part1c1pnte: 

a. "'1th the Intergoverni~ontnl ColllLll ttee 01• otlwr approprla:te · 
lntergov,·rnmentril agono 111 e, 

"o. and/or '<'i th n group or ·'t>r.-.!vnte aganolea 

111 offering oftlchl repreaontntlon to atatelo:ia r><l'ugces, as 
~ell ns providing iJorvlcea for theu, - "uaker delagatee have 
directed auoh otf1o1Al.r~preeentation and serv1cus in 3pain 
un::ter the sponeoreh1p or tho At.aerloan Embassy and tho Spanish 
Red Crose, and in llorth Atric11 as reprosantatlves ot OFRR(). 
Amcrlonn Qu11kore would be willing to consider the extension 
of. such responaib111t7 to.other areas on behalf or the State
leu, and we believe that tho British Friends might fnvor11bl7 
consider coopernt1on 1n such n program. 

\ 



--.. _--.. 
Cb3irmao, RuriJ.!(M. JoNis "f'elephone -_ 

RriT!:NHOU:!!S 937Z 

_-:;,_.<:._:: 

\::,y. txecu'tiv~ Se~r~~ary, CLAU!JC~ E. )4~Kfu . 
/ 

American Friends Service 

--War-Refugee -Board 
Room 190 -
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Attention: Miss Frances Hodel, 

Dear M'iss:Hodel: 

- ./ -.; __ :r enclose sta,pements concerning · 
McClelland and Blickenstaff with the under
standing-that the publicity will not be re:-
leased _before our .Committee is in1'orm.e_d _________ ___:_____::-------~~~~~~___:-:--'--__ ----:-~ 

- ---------...omre'l'lling its t1m1rig and c olite11ta;:~ n 

/ -_ -_ - --- ---

Yrs. Schauttler ot oµr organization -
is anxious to tit-our time to yours in discus
sing the memorandum which~she submitted last_ 
week over Clarence Pickelt•s signature. I 
expect to be in the of'tice this Friday. and on . 
Monday morning between ten and lunch time, it 
you feel you are in a position to :f'ix a date tor 
some time next week, and would car(t to give me · 
a call. Tuesday or Wednesday would seem to be 
good days tor us. 

JA bd 
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ROS'llELL G. · !.tcCLEJJ /\ND. Yias born on J~Uary Q5; ·J.914, 
in Palo Ali;o:, ~california:. f (His .:father:, Ross st. John 
Jlcclellancf ,_can· be foilri:d, in Who •s Who~) He·' recei vedtL 
his early schooling iii SWi tzerland and, caine>to the ._> 
United States where he attended the University' of . 
California~ lie received a B.A. degl-E1e :from !JUke: um.;;;. 
versi ty in 1936 as an II A"- student. Iii Februai-yc1940°' 
he obtained: his M.A. ·degree fl'ow COl'lmbii!, 0 ·' ''-','~;. 

- - -----c--·------ --~--· -· -------· ······- ~--~:--~:r-:-:-~--~----

In 1936 a11d 1937 he visited l}ermany and·Itaiy to 
study their l!irtguages. He speaks French,· GeriiB.n, and 
Italian~ . .. . 

., 
-- He was working toward his. PhD~in 1940 wmn the>· 

A,tOOrican·Friends Service Co!IL'nittee,-a\Yarded him ·the-
J!ary . Ga!'lpbell ·Fellcr.~ehip for study• in c.eneva. ·Before 
he left, however-, the AFSC:asked'h:l.mto.pootporie his 
year of study and he a,nd his wife want to Rome, ''1herei 
they -.-1ere in,charge of·tho;American Frierids,'8'3rvice~ •;. 
Co:nci ttee -office opened· for- th£i ·refugees, wiU.oh h!!d be'eh · 

. established ;by perinit from •th~ Italian Goverr.lnent.; 'I:!ere 
· · :fi9 :worked in clOse. cooperation: \nth ·Jewish~apd ;Qathbiic•1'> 

--~~---er~. oups aiding ,refugees whoArere 'rnaldng. plans .·for emigra
·tion~ 

'rhis office closed the end of- June 1941 'and Roswell' 
and Marjorie J.~Glellarid moved to Jfiarseille to work with 
tha Quaker center in France. They arrived in Uarseill'3 
in August 1941• - 0 ·•• - / ,, • 

'-;- -- ~- -;-.,: .:_ -.. , 
· In septeinber 1942 the ?-.!cClellarids werec transferred to 

the Geneva headquarters of 1the American Friends Serncif' · · 
Cornrrd tte.e whore they are in charge of the refugee work~ 
(See Q'3neral: Rol:l.ef Bulletins #2 and #12, (at.tached) for· 
a ciiscus.sion of .thG work.in Switzerland.) 

Ro:JViell J.!cClellar.d InaI',ried Marjorie l!iles, the" :, 
cla'.l~hter of Dr. Halter Uiles, psychologist of Yale Uni
versity,. in 1938. The3• have one eon, E.al're

1 
born in' 

JanuarJ; 1943. ~ .. \ 

._ -----·-··-· __ ·, _______________ _ 

\ 
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~\ 

\ 
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DAVID BLICY.EEST;\FF Vias born in ·1915 in a town near 
Pasadena, Califdrnia,. He is ths son of wn and Mary 
Blickenstaff of India, wher£J Hr_. BJ,ickenstaf:f, .:31:'~, is 
in charge of finances for the United Bo;ird ?f J.lissiohs.
David received his early academic training at the . _ 
i'focdstock School in India and crune to />.)l'e:rica for his 
college training. He :i.s a graduate of Manche.ster colleg_e 
in Indiana and took up graduate work at·Northwesternand 

-ChicagoUm versi ties ~iri th!' field-pf Jnl;erriaf.lornil ·Rali\~------ · 
tions. He is a !Pember of the Ch~ch of the Brethren. 

In Novemter 1937 he was seJC" by the American Friends 
Service Colll!llittee as a delegate from the Brethren service 
Co!:!!U.ttee to w::>rk in the Qllaker Relief program in Spain, 
l'J.s headquarter:i were in Bilbao back of the Nattonalist 
lines where he worked 1mtil the end of the Spanish Ci,lil 
war, returni:ng __ tb the United States in July 1939. 

In 1940-41 David Blickenstaff was a delegate of th!3 
Amer;i.can Friends Service Co!lt.""li t tee in un0ccupied France 
where he was concerned princ:i.pally 1d. th t.he. work for -_ 
refugees. In bTance he ~ried JRI'.ine Ybargoyen, daughter 

--- --. --ef- th~l'aff.l..~nsul-in-llal'Sei-11-e~--~---'------~-~~-~~---------'--

Fro:n June to October 1942 David directed the work of . 
the Brethren Service Ccmmittee 1s Civilian P.iblic SerV:ice . 
Camp in Puerto Rico. · 

In Uovembcr 1942 he and his ;rife, J<>.nine, ea:j.led for 
hurope as delegates of the BrethreQ Service Committee to· 
tr~ liJ;lerican Friends Service Comnd.ttee i.~ unoccupied 

:France. Before they reached their destination in southern 
FrP.nce it was taken over by the Germans and in January 
1943 the Blickenstaffs arrived in Had.rid to organize the 
office of the Representation in Spain of American Relief 
Organizat.ions. (See at.t~ched General Relief Bulletin5 
#8 and #ll for a discussion of the, progr;i.m in Spain~)· 

Both David and_ Janine Blickenstaff speak French and 
Spanish fluently and so~e Ger~.an. 
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MJORC5S CM'F1CIA1. COWWUHICl.nottS TO 

THESECRETARYOFSTATE 

W...._D.C. 25 

In reply refer to 
130-Vail, Jll!llee Garrett 

My dear Mr. Pehle: 

DEeARTMENT OF.STATE• 
WASHINGTON · 

I have received your letter or· February .24, 

1944 concerning the passport case or Mr. Jamee 

Garrett Vaif of Philadelphia, and am glad to be 

able to advise you that Mr. Vail has been notified 

-· by-t-e-legraprr-.that-the-Department-±s~repar~~~~-·.·._.~_·: ~---'--+ec__------+-c

validate his passport tor travel to India and-. 

Egypt as soon ~s his .definite trav131 plans·are 

known. 

Sincerely ,yours, 

R.B~ 
Cnief, Passport ~ivision 

Mr. J. w. Pehle, 
Acting Executive Director, ·\,,_,, 

War Refugee Board,. 
Washington 26, D.o. 



. \ ___ ; 

FEB~4J944 

At the 1'8<lu&•t ot, the American Pri•ndl Mrfice 
O~I am to?warcling to JOU bere1d.tbda OOl1 ot.; 

. .. - I - - - . 
letter ot toda;y to Jira. Ruth B. Shiple;y, Chief, PaHpol'\ 

D1vit1oni ·Department of St.ate. 

Very truly yours; 

!Signed) J. 'i'I. Pehlci 

:«-
J. w. Pehle 

Acting Exeoutive Direotoi 

I ur. Rutledge llerm1ngham, Jr., 
D1v111ion or International 
Colnunications, .,; 

Department of St.ate, 
1712 o street, H. w., 
11'aah1ngton, D. c. 

Enoloaure • 

.::;; __ ·_.. ~· "'_ 4-f ~A '\I <JN ~ - FHodelshd 2/23/44 
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FEB 24 1944 

Dear.Mrs. Sh1plu71 

I have been advised that there is preaentl.T 
pending before you the .issuance ot a paaapOl'1; to. 
Jamee o. Vai} ot the Allarioan Friendtl Bez:Yioe CQlllld.ttee. 

In view or the urgeno;y ot 11r·. Vail'• _,prop111ed · 
trip and the apparent aertousneaa ot the refugee aitua
t:l.an in lfapt and the proble118 wbioh that area taoe• in. 
the near----ruture, I woU1d appreoliti_&p)>r=_=~=1~_ a~te=. _-c· ac-co"'t-rion~_~. ~~----~----~~-+-

being taken to validate Mr. Vail•1 puiport tor Eapt. 

Verytrui7 i01ara, 

-- ~ . : .~ , .. 

J. w. Pehle 
Acting Exeoutt'n-Diraotor 

Jlre. RUth B. 8biple7, 
Chiet, Pa111port Divieion, 
Department of State, 
17th and F Street.a, 
Wuhington, D. o. !$._,.,__,, 

FHodelrhd 2/23/44 

\ 
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CONTROL-COP¥ 
Algit'Ea/ ~2°•. 
DatEd FEbruary 21, 1944 

REc'd 2·:43 a .• m., 22rid .•. _ 7.vtt 
SEcrEtary of StatE, - _··~1 

V/ashington4 

564, twEnty-firttt 
'f.. Y- r 

FROU FRYER FOR LEfil,fAN NO. 9. 

/ REfErmcE LEhman 14 ,Jlnd FEA 233 January 24. Dis-

~.,~ tribution of r(i1Ef moniEs transfErrEd hErE- for UsE. of 

,f;:, >'rirnd• •tyml<d. Ha::;_~'°"""'<nd<d that ThomnO P. 0~, 
!\)/ 1*.- __ gg Ent __ cashl.E.r..:.nru•LJJNRRA.r-b-e--"aut-hori-z<:dc-to--a;c~7EA,...;.. ::.::.~·-_ :____:_: __ ::._c~_:__--~---:--:--

\J i~·; \ BE'ttEr and illllllEdiatEly practical \•1ay to utiliiE this niohEy 0r .~ -
,iY "\ for rEli Ef or rEi'ugEEs fa; to authoriZE di~bursing officEr Ii' /,)) 

Jr,, 1.J·.'J AlgiE~s to - - - --
L rEimbursE Frimds for E:xpf:nd.iturES madE fr?m Y. 1} 

1> 1x~, 
\~· J') fiEd subvouchErs covEring thEir disbursEmmts for :rEliEf. 

1/\ 
1l' 

thEir privatE runds -upon prEsE11tation of propErly:cE:r>ti-

If such author! ty can bE grant Ed Frimds will us E nEarly 

all twmty thousand bEforE JunE 30 and JDC i•cprEsEntativE 

could USE allotmmt you propos E_ to makE. OthErwisE 

. pr Es Ent disbursing procEdUrE too unflExiblE a~},C?ulnbEr -

\{lontE to pErmit UsE .of monlEs for rEliEf.purposEs-and 

F.rimds \'/ill havE grrnt dlfficulty in Expmding allotmEnt 

madE in thEir bEhalf bEforE End fiscal yEar, 

WB 
CHAPIN 



Febl'llary 17, 1944 

Mrs. Ruth B. Shipley 
Department of Stntev 
Washington; D.c. 
My dear Mrs. Shipley1 

.. .. 

,; 
I submit memorandum with regard to reassignment ot 
BadenvBaden internees which was discussed by you 
end myself yesterday. Vie would. be very appre.oiative 
or any speedy attention this may recd ve .1'rom those 
concerned with the decision. 

. . 
- ----.,--.--- :---'-,-;-'--~··~~-=,__,,_ -:--!,...:~ ~ 

. -v/or. ~ __ · .. · .\ 
- ·1-·.· 
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·! 
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Thank you again t'or the extenai ve period o.f ttnie 
-- ··---. -.-~ ·--.- --.lrl-oh-yow-provide~or-di:ecuseion yertterd·~a~Y-.•_-. "----'--~-~------.. -'-

1
-------' 

Sincerely yours, 
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YEMOR/lJUXJJ.I CONCERNIRG REQUEST ()p _ _ _ c 0 
F' 'f 

AMERICAN' FRIENDS SERVICE COJruI'l'TEE '?O THE STATE DEPARTJIEMT _ 
FOR REASSIGm!ENT ABROAD OF FIVE BADEN BADEB IIITERBEES ' 

Purpose of Memorandum 

The American Friends Service Committee requests ~f the State Department that fJ,ve or the Committee's delegates llow. c'qncerned 
in the exchange wlth the-Germans (taking place in Liebon at the 
~nd of-tbts-month)-be-allowed--to- leave-:-the~exchange-cparty--at~--~· --· __ _, ___ ·--~- -~-.,---- Lisbon for reassignment to foreign relief work in Cairo, EgYI)t. 
It is the purpose of this me,morandum te show the n19ed and avail-ability of these delegates. - It is not our purpose to request 
any alteration in the exchange agreement or to delay orhamper in_ any_:_ way_~li_e technlq\lll_O_f_ ~:x:cha!lM• __ O'l!l'_Committeei1Lftml1j ________ ,---------conscious of the service which has been rendered to us by-the State Department in effecting th,is exchange and our present 
request is based upon our conce~h .for those whom our-delegates· may serve in the Cairo area without in any way' embarrassing· the 
completion of the e~change. 

The Beed 

Our Committee has one delegate in Caire/ at the present time and 
among other reports he has made to us we are informed that 20,000 Jugo Slav re.t;ugees _are expected ln the Cairo_ area in. the; iminedie,te future. In this c.:mnectioJ:J., our delegate h.as 
suggested as one means of aiding these refugees that we ship - ~oilf~ ~cl;_o_thing -to this arep.. -This is ind1c.ative of only one of.. 

--~--~-tlie needs wh!Cli1f111 finve 'to be met wi~nis large ninf',..ux..-..---"'o-~'----~~~----~---'-~ 

if 
I I 
i ! 
l -

refugees into the Cairo area. For some ref'erence_to other types of service which our CommftteeJs delegates have performe4 with the refugees, we make -ref'erence to our work 111 Algiers and 
Casablanca in conjurictionwith the of!'ice of_ Foreign Relief and our work in Geneva which 18- failliliar to the new War Re,fug()e"Boa1•c,l.. 

- ' In addition to the immediat~ need in 0•1ro, our Committee has tentatively accepted an -invitation extended to a number' o.f 
private agencies in the United States from the UnitedvilatiOna 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration to supply personnel 
which would be assembled in Cairo in anticipation of tu~ure 
relief work in th~ Balkans. With the present shortage of 
personnel and of travel facilities it seems unreasonable to us that our five delegates from Baden Baden should return to this country if they could be reassigned to Cairo without any 
hindrance to the exchange negotiations. We would wish them to 
deal, at Cairo, with the immediate ref~gee Bi tuation, then to • 
joiq with any efforts which may be. madiF'by United Nattona Relief' and Rehabilitation Administration to operate in the Balkan area. 
Avai1Ab1li ty 

fie have received through the ~pecial War Problems Division of the State Department a cable from the United States Consul in Berne, 
Switzerland stating that reassignmantabroad ia desired b7 the 
following of our delegates at Baden Baden i 

,-..,.·-· 
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; 
Gilbert White / Russell Richie 
Roderic Davison' 
.Herbert Lagler' 
a'.811e Lagler' 
Burritt Hiatt 

The CQnID1itteo desires tli'at Burrltt Hiatt return to the United>' 
States f'or consultation and that the other five persons be 
validated for t-rave-1 to Cairo• Without detailing· thoir · 
qual.!fications, we wish to call attention to the fact that they· 
have the freshest experience in relief work of any of our- .. 
personnel available for Cairo, having spent considerablet time 
performing such work in Southern France prior to its occupation 
by the Germans. 

Transportation 

We understand that the terms of exchrufge agreement would require 
that anyone leaving the party for any reason whatever must leave 
the exchange point (Lisbon) before the exchange boat sails. 
There is some chnnce that transportation would be available and 
it is our concern that everything be done which is necessary to 
place our f'ive delegates 'in a position to travel if facilities 
are available during the period of their time in Lisbon. We 
request the State Department to validate these five persons for 
Cairo subject to transportation being available. · · 

Arr8llgements for transportation must obviously be made in. Lisbon 
- and-we have-eabled--Gur~epresentati-ve-!n--I.-isbGn-as-f-0-l-lows~·~-~~;_,_~~-~~-·---'--

LC PHILIP CONARD 
RU A DE OOMPEDRO V t 

LISBON (PORTUG.'J'.t) VIA COL'f.!ERCIAL 

BIBE'l'YSEVEN HIATT fl.ND COMPft.HIONS DUE LISBON SOON STOP 
REBERVE SP.~CE FOR IK!.lEDIJl.TE TR~~SFER DIRECT TO 'cAmo 
COHDITIOHAL ON VILID\TI011 STOP WE FAVOR/l.BLY CONSIDERING 
UNRRA rnVIT.~TION JUST RECEIVED SUPPLY PERSONNEL BALKANS 
S'l'OP l"OLLOWIRG ORDER OF OUH PREFEREUCE WHITE RICHIE 
DAVISON LAGLERS J.DVISE HIATT RE~URN HERE FOR CONSULTATIOB 

.PIC!CETT f.MERICAJll FHIENDS 

Under these arrangements we feel sure our delegate will make 
efforts to obtain space for the five persons in order of our 

. preference. Even if only one of our delegat~s in the "aden 
'\.. Baden exchange could go to Cairo under the a"18.~lable transit 

'-, fac1litien, we would feel that our concern for those in need· 
bad been met in some measure. 

Concluoion 

We understond that with regard to certain opecific cases persons 
have lef't an exchange party enroute. If it is a question of ob-
jection to any one of these individuals, we would be glad to fm•n1sb the 



State Department with further personal particulars or to 
change the order of our pref'erence indicated in :the:cable
gram to L:i.~sbon so that arrangements for rele!!se in Li8f>on 
could be confinep. to those who would measure up to any State 
DepS}'tment requirements. This memorandum is submitted '!it}l 

\' 

the thought that it would clarify, for those making the .. ·--- -
decision,the background against which rulings of policy or 
legaLinterpretation m~e---made. ---- --- ----------------- -- -- - -·- ________ ,-____ _ 

IC.t•.N FRIE!IDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

~-....,·, ~~~ ·~-_--=__: 

~~~ 
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American" Friends Service Cf:>mmittee -20 South Twelfth Street • Phil11delphh; Penna;• 

GENERA[ RELIEF "' BULLETIN 
-----------· ~·--· 

Bui let in f/B. May be Used for Editorial Comment and Re-publication October 8, 1943. 

All over the world mil-lions of' peo111e-hev6-·been-drrt.ren · rr-o~ir--hoi?!Eiif-aiid-' homelands by war end by policital end racial persecution. The care of' these-people and their restoration to i'reedo!ll end independencejvill be ~me 01'-the pressing tasks of inter-governmental and private reHef agencies 'et the close ·or the present war. 

The approxinate 12,COO to 18,000 rei'ugees in Spain present in miniature many. of the problems of care which will lie met on so colossal a scale at the-'close_ of the war. Fleeing f'rom occupied Europe, most of the men end women who have sought haven in Spa in are without money, \'li'thout identifying papers and with only the clothing on their backs. Ignorant of the laws of thti country in which they· have sought>haven, thPv inevitably become involved in infractions of regulations designed fo_r q\iito·.other situations. The i'irst unhappy stopping place of.these herrTed ne\'icomers-is the. p~ison or internment camp. 
- . - - - - . I 

3erv1ces for Stateless 

The relief office of the America~ Jewish~ Joint .bistribut ion Coilliaitt-ee -end tte American Friends Service Co=it1;ee- in !1adrid) established in January.1943, is concerned primarily I'll th arrangements for the ·release of-tb:ese -re;~ue:c.es from· prison and ca:nps and their departure from Spain. This cifffoe is Unde - - - ct ion of two hlerican representatives sent abroad under -joint spo orsli.ip of the Bl;'ethren Service Co::nittee and the Ji.merican. Friends Service Commftte Its servil:es are directed spe-cifically to representation.for those individuals who are stateless and who do not have the sane opporttaiil;ies for appealing to their diplomatic represer.tatives which ere available to otpers. These stateless persons include nationals of ·occupied countries who have no repres'cI<tatives m Spain; persons who reject their legal· nationality and do no~ wiah to place themselves at the disposition of the authorities who represent in Spain their country of origin; and those who have been depr~ved of their natior.ality because of racial laws. All these stateless persons are technically under ti:e care of the Span ishJ Red Cross acting for the International Red Cross. 

_ In caring for the interests of these newcomers. fn the~ relations with Spanish arifl foreign authorities, the Hadrid relief office provides e""'Variety of s'ervices. Thele include: · 

Financial assistance. 

Payment of money transfers sent fro~ the United States by persons or organize~· UontJ to specific individuals in Spain. 

Counseling on general refugee and immigration questions. 

Arrangement for migration of children to the United States under the auspices of the United States ComnHtce for the Care of European Children • 

. °!':'· 

:~ . 

- ;_ 
·{-



/ 

General Bulletin #8 )_. -2--

.. 
.Assistance in arranging for the release of refugees· inc camps and ·;;i~ons~· 

Help in camnunicating with frienda and relatiVea:·~broed~ 

_ Medical csre wher_e possible. 
""---

Search for the ooiution· to the general refugee situation in Spain. 

. -

One of the first tasks of the l'lad,rid relief office has been to arrange for .. 

the release of internees from prisons end internment camps. Technically when an ap-· 

plication for freedo'll is granted the refugee is "liberated"•· He can be freed _only 

when the conditions of his release -have--been fulfilled•~To-effect hie-l'Blease i_t is __ • 

necessary for his diplomatic repres~ntatives to visit the camp end assume responsi

bility for his departure from Spain. Representatives of the Madrid relier· office.: 

act for the stateless in this capacity.·;• It is usually possible to arrange for· tem

porary release to enable the individual to make his personal applications at ·the 

consulate ani! to complete arra11gemrnta for leaving the country. Some ~456 _men _have 

been liberated by the Madrid office_ fjince January. Reieas_e fr an camp is granted·· 

only to facilitate departure from Spain. This departure is ollligatory• 

For the men who.must wait in camp. for liberation and release, some assist

ance is essential. Thia may be in the form of financial grants for food _supplements, 

transmittal of requests for funds from friends and relatives aliroiid, iOcation of 

personal documents, conference with a consulate regarding a visa v.iiich has expirei:}. 

Frequently_th~e.e_sppeals for assistanc_E) for a friend in another .internm.erit 

i 
. i 

place. · -::c---~-:---~~..__~~-..:.. __ ,___J 

Minimum Needs 

During the periol between his release from prison or ·canp and his depart

ure, the indiv idusl refugee ne&ds emergency help. He must have: money to provide. 

food and lodging. Frequendy he is B!lr1ously .debilitated from his long r13sidence 

in intermrient camps in Germany, France, and, Spain, and needs medical and dental 
care. His clothing is usually thl'.eadbare. There is· little clothing for sale and 

that little is expensive. Th£• large shipment of clothing wliich the Committee is 

sending::trom the United States to Spain tb,is month will !Ileet an· acute need.· 

. The rare ref~ee viho has been able to bring a little .money irito Spain finds 
himself in difficulty.- Regqlatiops governiJlg the import anq export of curren_cy.ere 

unusually strict. Because of his illegal entry he has not declared it at ·th9,point 

of entrance. Spaniali authorities do recoghize, however, tqat iii many cases thEire is 

no attanpt to deceive the authorities. The breaking oC,the monetary regulations is 

en unavoidable consequence of having crossed the frontier illegally. Yet the inno

cent infraction must be cleared sa pert of the ~~gee's preparation for departure • 

./;...._,.,~ Diplomat i'or Refugees' 

{ 

J 

Spanish laws affecting refugees rest on the presumption 'that he will be sup

ported by his consulate or diplomatic representative. Any application to regularize 

his status, to '>btain a ration cord or exit visa or. 1;o orronge his journey must be 
accompanied by a letter from his diplomatic representative. Stateless parsons are 

without such support. As mutual confidence has developed between the Madrid relief 

office and Spanish authorities, there has been increasing recognition by Spanish 

officials that the American relief comnitteea shell represent the etateleQa in

dividual in much the Ylsy that diplomatic groups sponsor their own n!ltionals. Thia 

has been particularly important in connection with applicot1ona·for exit permits. 



General BUlletin #8 ''-_·-
The fact that so many stateless persons have no papers to_ prove eith~r: 

identity or original nationality has ·been a serious hel!dicap.to _arrangement·s for de.,: 
parture even vihen the individual hAs the assurance of a' destination visa·;- ponstila:r 
officials of so;!!e countries are, af'ter an examination, vlilling to stamp the visa--on 
travel papers which they, themselves, prepare. Many government~~ liov~e·ver,::wflJ. not' -
authorize the granting Of vises, even after formal approval, tinless ioiome other au
thority will provide identification papers. Fonnerly Spanish authorities issued a _ _ _ 
special stateless passport,-but discont-inuEJd· -this-because---they :·felt ·t1rey haa--;-rn::--~-,-.- ~-~, 
sufficient evidence of identity to justify· such documents •. It has nc:iv1 been arranged . 
for the Madrid relief office to prepare certificates of identity together viith· pr()of 
that a destination visa is available. On presentation cif thia certificatfon1 Spanish 
officials issue the necessary travel documents. · - - -

The work in .Spain represents grave resporisib ility and frequently 'requfree -
direct negotiation and the most careful and full presentation of facts. To the· 
crowded and busy office in Madrid come men and women of every European.nationality> -
with the tragedy of cruel and bitter ex!leriences reflected in faces old beyond .their. 
years. It is a service not easily measured in statistics, for it_ seeks to restore 
to freedom those who are without a coun~nd who for long years have been de-
prived of humanCf.l.giiTty~ - ·---~--- ·- - _____ ,, ___________ -__ -

The interest and support of the American Einbassy in I1adrid, _the cordial 
attitude of the Spanish Red Cross and i;he increasing understanding by officials of 

- the refugee problems have facilitated this difficult and-arduous service. ' 

* * * * 
_ ' Enclosed wnh this bulletin is a folder! 11!1uS't :- -

European Children Starve'?" Additional coprns·are available_ at 
the Committee office. 

_,c Contributors will be interested in the moving appeal of 
Th~rese Bonney s new book, "Europe's Children". - This distin
guished photographer has recorded witt_ ~kill and artistry the 
plight of the children of war. Her pictures -describe a., no 
words can the plight of children and -appeal for prompt help_. 
"Europe·s Chl.ldren" is available through Account 123, National 
City Bank of Ne17 York, 32rid Street Branch, 1 Park .Avenue, New 
York City. Price $3.00. A few copies of this limited edition 
are available throuBb the Service Committee. 


