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JUK 26 198

Dear Sirs:

For your 1nformation and that of othsr
1nterested persons, this is to advise you that, in -
view of the early terminntion of the: War Refuvae‘ N
Board, overball rasponslbillty for the Emerg ' y
Refuges %helter at Fort Ontario, oswego, New York,
has baen transferred from the War Refugee—ﬁoard to-
the Department of the Interior.

Vary truly yours,

: {iSigqsd)ﬂc:ﬂr;;ﬁm Hedol.

Florenoe Hodel
Assistant Exeoutive Director

Amerioan Jewish Committee y
386 Fourth Avenue
New York, Hew York

Gl EBI:inp 6/e6/Ms5




~| - ‘or Organized Incitement

" [forty-seven leaders: from . every, o statelessness waa advocated. iof the. ‘admf T
- red. . | nistrative - £
ae%!‘on of the ,Unitetq %ﬂk& allitl,, The committee favored the adop-'asig. Nathan. Ohrbachew:gm T.»trtfg :
o meeting. o e - amaller and enforcement of the policy tréhsurer, ~ New -members
Hotel sas held In place of the can- i Tg2rd tothe Junishment of exfeutive ‘committes-are’ PLo
celed thirty-eighth snnual meeting: i

* [ident of the American Jewish Gom.
mittee, & oo &

| Unitad Nations Outlaw Public.

as advocated. and an internaMani)

roposed. ~ On’ all migration mat-| ! ed or.
lers, 1t was -urged, . there - should *eninly récognized.”
be no discrimination among raclal,|
peligiouy and ethnle groups. .~ -

S ip :for Palee g

which recomme

The. executive committee of :the/aponstble -to -thé United

: .. |American Jewish Committee adapt- Atnghthe{I flxt-ee‘cio;n:mt?ndamn WAS,

ed yesterday a post-war programjthat the Uni ations take con- L

in imch it accepted ump' ;.mm_-‘.u'—ucuve actlon on the questlon'of " Two new ofticers. and.
a - A - ata

“Ieral FOloy Of Fepatriation”

e

mendatlons of & special imittee
on- peace -problems ‘composed" of

group .in - the  Waldorf - Astoria ton

tee.” The post-war program : wag
Justice Joseph M. Proskauer, pres-for -
e recommendation calléd fo
tee,

tee safd was “¢ontrary to the prin-|

ciples and interests of world- de- and

mnification :and: kindredgprob-
lema,- - v Tt L T

On "Jacob Blaustein . otu' “Balffmore,
st ouuavﬁ?g by the Un:jte’d'll‘{a- chalrman of the executive ¢ o ,&

ons of public or organized incite- l - Jewish . Committes
ment agatnst religious, ethnlc and ?Jm?ntﬁeﬁwian -He sald.the
racial groups,” which the commit- organization in: all its ‘work here
‘abroad had “émphasized the

. Former United States: A
eorge Z. Medalie, chairman of
Joverseas committee, sald;:

v e AR Sl ot e -~ "Ag the greateat Jewish ¢
- The. committee reaffirmed’ ftanity Erotld, Ammertons
previous  statements on Palestine, now
sifincluding: one  of January, - 1934, for ' anti-Semitecs “throughout” the
nded for Paleatineworld,  We musat protect ourselves
“an ‘Internationsl trusteeship. re<from any and all-attempts. to
.Natlons." ate a separatism that would divide

American Jaws from-other; Ame

cans,’ -

and. the' practice of mermbers of the executive oo
denaturalization.”: Creation by the' rore Taiochtive co

United Natloris™ of & commisston David 8her” was-chosen ch

- ANCER

18y
the

In the world, American Jewry
becomes -target number Jone

cre-

Ltand

reported on the activi

mocracy and a danger to the peace!
and security of the world.”

! i
i The program endbrsed the zum o
Jbarton_Oaks proposal to set//up a’

3¢ ent commission of thg/Unit-{ ..~
ed -Naflons to formulate an/jinter-{
natiothl bill of human rigifs. It
called also for the abrogaffon of
Nazilegislation and d!scrimination{
2gainst Jews in countries influ.
enced by the Axis powers, '

A> end helr asroclaten Brfido, Harold K. Guinsburg, Sery|.
: Gl 't aTald K. C 5 Ber
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FEB 5 1945

- eace.-and post-war pro-
gram of the American Jewish Com-{
noittee was set forth in seven recs
ommendations “adopted’ yesterday
by the committee’s executive body
at the Waldorf Astorla Hotel. ..~

2 g, :
religlous liberty s

mitted - - the - recommendations]
which - were*adopted: in” a-closed
gession. They were the result of g

-i|thrée-day- conference,~ whith: red :-

placed - the -thirty-eighths annual
|meeting of -the committeé,  post
poned -because of the transporta-
tion shortage, : . H '

The recommendaﬂons called for,
the outlawing by the Unitéd Na-|
tions of “public or érganized in-
citement against religlous, ethnicj:
and racial groups,” and also dealt|:
with the abrogation of racial legis-{:
lation, repatriation of "those ‘dig-]
placed by the war, and Palestine

T bematlonal trusteeship responsible}.
ifo. the United Natlons,”  salfje]
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tions - reaflirmed - the .  American/|.
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{dect the [fights of all fnhabftan
and to uvnuu for eventual e,

.E

gover
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drew up the ‘réecommendations, is
‘headed by Joseph-M, Proskauer, |
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Committee, /. .-

N swﬁvonwam ;

and]-
racial: equamy" nndr & course’ of

© A-Tort; ,seve member speclal‘
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-+ vembodying the principles of hy-|
man; rights, -fundamental” freg-| .
doms, religlous - lberty and raclall-
equality” was: urged yestérday in|-

© - 8 Tesolution” adopted by-the éxecs -

T iubive; commitiée - of -the; American!.. -

| Jewish Commiltee at Its 3gth an,

B -nual meeting in-the:Waldorf.: -

- _ ... 'Thé resolution  wag offeréd- by

: 2 47-member. special £e onj. -

- - peace problems headed -by: Josephi! -
- M: Proskauer, president- of the L s

. Ameriéan Jewlsh Committee,” = - : Sl

: - -1, The 'commiitee's recommenda-1. - o -

e : . tions ‘called also for outlawing byl- . : L

‘the United Natlons, ‘of ‘“public spr ;-
-, -Organized incitement - agalnst fe- . - :
B .- Mglous,  ethnic ‘ahd raclal gre Z SRR
- 4-The- committee - reaffirme

d
alestine program, requesting - #a
nternational  tri ship :respon-
ible” to-the Un,iteq Nﬂtlong." R
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Dear Hiu Boﬂmtdn: / B
In reapon-e to your request of June 19. 19-’05. tharo
_dre enclosed coples of the Exscutive Order uum-hmg the
Tar Befbcee Bou-d and delnribmc its purpous and puu rcleun

(81g1ea) F167708. m}m

nomc.a Hodel '
Auiahnt Executive Dkoctor -

Miss Minna Hoffenstein, o ) N
Library Assistent, SR ‘
The Library of l'ho Agerican Jewish

Committes,
386 Yourth Avenus,
Hew York 16, Hew York.

Enclosures.

W m;inp 6/2.//_05: %\,




THE LEny
{ of . R : \ »
The Amer, Jewish C ) . X . K
386 Fourth Avenus N B
New York 16, N. Y,

U7 MUnay il 5.0181

June 19, 1945, .

Tar Pefugee Poard
) Pept. of the Treasury Bldg.
. ¥ashington, D, C,

Gentlemen:

We vould be moet aporeciative
if you could fing it possible to send
our library sny reports which yeu have
issued, especially those describing your
vurposes and sctivities,

Thenkirg you for your kind
ccoperation, T am -

. Sincerely yours,

Minna Hoffenstein
Library Assistant




NOV3O 1M

Dear Ky, Landem

I vich to exprose my deep apprecistion for
your renort given to mo in parson of your reeent trip
in Central ang Sodth America, Heedless to g . your
success in obtoining the consent of varlons ztin-,
Avoricon countries to the sdmicsion of Furopesn refuzess.
within thelr borders hap been of great holp to the Vias
Refugae Board 41n itg offorts to ostsblieh havens of
refugo for victins of -enemy oporesaion in dimminent
dengor of death, It hag in eddition served 24 .2 gtrik-
ing deswnstretion of the villingness of nations in -
the ‘lestern Hemlephore to support the ¥ar Refugoe Dosrdls.
reecue ang relie%progrm. E

8incorely,
{Eiﬁﬁsd) d. 9. foble

J, ¥, Pehla
Executive Droctor

{
Er, Jacob Landpn
fnericen Jevish Comnitton
386 « 4th Avenuo
Hew York 16, Hew York
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' w z . y Jm Wrﬂgpnons. MURRAY HILL

" Cable Address: *Withtom, New Yorkl!

President - JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER -~ Honorary Vice-Presidents >~ - ]
Chalimen Execulive Commities -~ JACOB BLAUSTEIN IRVING LEHMAN, New York - s
Vice-Chalrmen Exec. Comam. ~ MORRIS D. WALOMAN - -ABRAM L, ELKUS, Naw York: -

Cholrmen Adminlsirative Comm. - ALAN M. STROOCK i Vicw-Prasidents

Treasvrer - IRA M. YOUNKER -~ éﬁ&%’dz‘ﬁﬁ‘sﬁ%"w“"‘", y MN’V e
- N Y, -
Astoclefe Treasurer » NATHAN M. OHRBACH . " FRED LAZARUS, h_;":dum.: Ohlg . Tt
Secretory - YICTOR S. RIESENFELD - M. C. SLOSS, San Francipes, Cof
Executive Vice-Prasldant - JOHN. SLAWSON - k .

3 ), C e
- HORACE STERN, Philodelphia, Pa...~
Asslstent Sscrstary. - HARRY 'SCHHIIP!!M:AN - H!NIY. WINEMAN, Deirel,

" " October 23,1944 - - S : -

Mr, John W. Pehle
War Refugee Board
Washington, D, G,

Dear iir., Pehle:

“Believing that the sanctity of the individusl is-a . S
principle basic to future wg.ld order and peace, the American Jewish :
Committee plans to issue & Declaration of Human Rights, “two copies - -
of which are enclosed, We feel sure that the sentiments expressed.
are not only those of the Committee, but those held by thousands:of -
distinguished and thoughtful: Americans of all faiths,. We, there-
fore, urge that you join with us in-signing this Declaration,

for all men of peace and good will to emphas Ze-and TEALLirm the -
godly concept of the dignity of the individual man, Rt -

On the eve of Liberation, we feel & particular :ufg'benbykir

Ve trust that you will join with us in presenting the
Declaration of Human Rights to the American publie; To this end,
will you please sign and return one copy in the enclosed self-

addressed envelopes the other copy we believe you will want to keep
for your own records, '

~ ’ Sincerely yours,

Joseph M, Proskauer-

., Presidpnt
A\ : -

JMP:SS
Enclosures

lof, 614y 5
—}Jf‘,,;ﬁ/; ‘j {Wx'(;wéé‘& 7

£o0 T 4 f:
RGoaépawnt tur

Lot Ll
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CONSULADO GENERAL DE GUATEMALA
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

Ho.l.2. 3050 “June 16th, 1944.

I'r. J.W. Pehle, Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,
WASHIIIGTOK 25, D.C.

Dear lir, Pehle :

Please be advised that I have transmitted
to our Orficé'of ;oreign Affairs in Guatemala City your
epplication for visas for Kr. Morris D, Waldmaen and Ir,
Jacob Landau, in accordance with your letter of June 13th.

I have requested that the reply be sent by
cablegram, and ag soon as I shall hear from said officey

I will communicate with you again.

e/
T //’ -
| :_,/~’”/Q;_,Guﬁéaqpfﬁgvés; '
. gqnsqi/ﬁcnoral.
,//’//
-
PPt
B B B
Y Y B B [ |
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CONSULADO GENERAL oe EL SALVADOR
270 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

June 15, 1944.

Mre Je Ve Pehle,
Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,
Washington 25, De Ce

Dear Sir:s

With reference to your letter of June 13th,
vwherein you state that Mr. Morris D. Waldman and Mre:
Jacob Landau are planning to visit El Salvador as re=
presentatives of the Executive Committee of the American
Jewlsh Committee in order to study certain refugee pro=
blems there, and therefore would like to make application
for the vise of their respective passports in order that:
they may enter the Republic of El Salvador, I am trans-.
mitting the contents of your letter to the respective
department of my Government, and upon receipt of -a reply
from them, I will immeidately communicate with yous

Very truly yours,

<:::::f§?,ALVARADO GALLEGOS,

CONSUL © GENERAL..

No. de A: 12561
fag/mmh
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CONSULADO GENERAL DE COSTA RICA

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE
(AT 4A3RD STREET) -

NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

DIRECCION CABLEGRAFICA: . - TELEFONO:

“CONGENRICA" o . ,‘,Mumruv. Hiiv 3.2686
dJune 15, 1944,

Mp., J.W, Pehle,
Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Sir:

It gives me pleasure to acknonledge recelpt of your note
of June 13th, with regard to the visa of the passports of two -
gentlemen who ere planning to visit Costa Rice. :

This Consulate will be very glad to visé their passports
upon presentation, with the required papers , for a temporary.. .
stay, up to thirty (30) days from their date of arrival in Costa
Kica. However, should thcy desire a longer stay in the country,
it would be necessary for the Consulate to obtain permission from
the Secretary of Public Safety of Costa Rica, by air mail, or by
cable, at the expense of the interested pvarties, :and such process
would require, approximately, one week, o : :

Whether the visa is to be 4 temporary one, up to thirty
{30) days, or for a longer period, the interestéd party would o
have to present here, together with his passport, a certificate
of 200d health, a certificate of vaccination‘against,smallpox,;
end a certificate of good conduct from the police department of
thelr place of residence. . R,

The tourist visa, up to thirty (30) days, on an American
passport, is free of charge, but a visa for a longer period:has a’
charge of three dollars (gz.oo). : : :

There is also a fee of three dollars ($2.00) each for the -
certification of the certificate of vaccination against smallpox
and the certificate of good conduct from the police department.

Please be also advised that if.the gentlemen in question
i% are in Vashington, this matter can also be_srranged through our
H Embassy there, which is et 2112 S Strest, N, W.

With assurances of my highest esteem and conslideration,
1 remain,

SEP/1}§
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Consulado General de Nicaragua
Suite 2204-RKO Bujlding = .-
Rckefeller Center- -

WNew Yirk

6/1429/44
3

Jo We Pehle, Esquire
Executive Office,
War Refugee Board,
Washington, 25, D. C.

Dear Sir;

' This noon I receiv d: your. letter .

dated the 13th instent, kindly teke note that

of

‘gentlemen ave not. citizen ofthe ;Unitfe{t_i :S_ft}"aﬁs America, T

w6 mist. secure &’ vi'sa'j’e

nes Exteriores, Manegus, Niéarégtigi. 7’rmeirérdz"gi,‘fﬁjl;i_'sﬁié )
the' case, kindly commnicate ‘with the Nicaraguan mbassyat
) Washington, De Co. -

’ COrdiaJ.‘l‘.Tyr ynurs.




-~ -

JUN 13144

My dear Hr, Consul Generals;

ir, ¥Yorris D, Waldman and Mr. Jacob Lendau axe rlanning to
visit Nicarague as representntives of the Executive Committes -
of the Arericen Jewish Comnittes for the purposic of @ .
certain refugee problems, Hr, Vialdman i Vice Chairman and Mr,.
Landau a member of this Executive Conmittee,

Thelr trip to Nicaragus, as well ms to coertnin others of .
the American republics, hes the approval of the War Refugee Board,
and the Bosrd would be deeply greteful for your assistancein-exe
pediting setion on their applications for e visa to your country,

Very truly y’qui

{(Blgned) 7, . venie

Jdo W, Pehle ,
Exscutive Director

Kr. Juan Jose ‘artinez Laceyov

Consul Genzral of MNicaragua v

Room 2204, ®KO Bldg., Rockefeller Centey
Kew York City, New Yqrk '

VStandishslem 6-7-44 VI —

R
[ 11 ’ L |




JUN 13 194

My dear Mr, Consul Generals

lir, Uorrie D, Waldman and Mr, Jacob Landsu sre planning to
visit Honduras es representatives of the Executive Comaittes of S
the Amsrican Jewish Committes for the rurpose of studying certain
refugee problems, Mr, Waldmsn is Vice Chairman and Mr. Landau -
a membex of this Executive Committeo.

Their trip to Hondurae, as well as to certain others of ok
the Amerlecan republics, has the approval of the Wayr Refugee Board, .
and the Board would be deeply grateful for your agaistanceidn ex~ - -
pediting action on their applications for & viss to your ocountry. [

Vexry truly yours,”
T81rmed) 7. 6. Peble

Jo W, Pohle . - -
. Exsoutive Dirsotor

Mr. Gonsalo C. Carias"
Consul General of Honduras
17 Bottery Place

Hew York City, Hew York

i

e

)

MBtandishilon 6e7-4, W —




JUN 13 1344

My dear ¥r, Coneul Generals

* Mr, Horris D, ¥aldman and My, Jacob Landau are rlanning to
visit E1 falvador as representativas of tho Executive Committes
of the Auerlcan Jewish Commities for the purpose of studying
certain refugee prohlems, Mr, Waldman is Vice Chadrman and Mre
Landau & nmember of thie kxeoutive Commitiee,

Their trip to E1 Selvador, as well ae to certain othere of -
the Ameriean republics, has the approvel of the War Kefugee Board,
and the Board would be decply grateful for your agsistance in exe
pediting action on their applicatione for a viea to your country,

Very truly yaurb,

91emad) o Wo Boble

J. ¥, Pehle .
Executive Director

Hr, Francieco Alvarado GallagosV
Consul General of 11 &alvedor /'
270 Broadway

NHow-York City, New: York @




JUN 13 1944

Hy dear ir, Consul Generals R SR : .

Hr. Uorris D, Weldman and My, Jacob Lendau aye planning to
visit Costa Fica ae repressntatives of the Exeoutive Cornitteo
of the Americsn Jewlsh Comnittee for the purpose of studying- .
certein refugee problems, Nr, Waldman ie Vice Chairran and
Ur, Landau a membor of this Executive Committes, - o

Their trip to Costa Rica, as well ag to cortain others of
the American republice, has the approvel of the War Refugee Board,
and the Board would be deeply grateful for Yyour ascistence in ox-
pediting action on their applieatione for a visa to your country,

Very truly Vycr.ure »

| WSSrand] BN Tabie ,
J. ¥, Pehle: - ' ’ 5,
Excoutive Director : i

Mr, Samicl E. Fiza” Y

Coneul Ceneral of Cocts Fica

420 Lexington Avenue ;
New York 17, Mew York '




My .dear Ur, Consul Generali . )

Yr, Horris D, Waldman and My, Jacob Landau are planning to
visit Brasil as reprasentatives of the Exeoutive Conmittes of the
American Jewish Comnittee for the purpose of studying certein
refugee problems, Ur, Waldman 4s Vice Chairman and Hr. Landau
a momber of this Executive Committes,

Their trip to Brasil, as well as to cortain others of the .
American republics, has the approval of the War Refugee Board,

and the Board would be deeply grateful for your aesistance in
expediting action on their applications for a visa to your
country,

Very truly yours,

{%gnod} 7. ¥, Pehle
Je ¥, Pehle .
Executiye Director

Hr, Oscar Correa y .
Consul General of Brazil '
10 Rockefeller Plaza

New York City, New York

8ane letter written to Consuls General of Guatemala, Honduras, E1 Ealwador,
\ Nicarsgus, Costn Fica, ; R, :

=y

Wi

uBtandishilen 67=44

§ i



Yy dear ir, Consul Generals

dr, Yorris D, Waldman and My, Jecob Landau are planning to
vielt Guatendla as reprosentetives of the Executive Committee
of the imerican Jewish Committee for the purrore of studying
certein refugee problems, Mr. Wnldman is Vice Chairman and M¥, -
Landau a member of this Executive Comnittee,

Their trip to Guatenmala, as well as to gertain others of
the American republics, has the approvel of the ¥ar Refugee Board,
and the Bomxd would ba deeply grateful for your ascigtancein exe
ped:ting action on theiy applicetions for a visa to your countyy,

Very truly yours,-

{Blgued] ¥, B, ®anle
J, W, Pehle
Executive Director

4r, Guetavo Kivag g v
Coneul General of Guatemalae
Suite 1430 Kockefeller Plagza
Mew York City, Mew York

K

g,

1

WStandishilom 6-7-44 PR .
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Telephooe MUty Hill 5-0181

/ -
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMIT’I‘EEV

386 FOURTH AVENUR
NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

Presidess
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER
Chsirman Executive Comeittes
JACOB BLAUSTEIN
Vize-Ckzirman Execusice Commimnee
MOZRIS D. WALDMAN
Chais Adminisirative C
ALAN M. $TEOOCK
Tressurer
IRA M. YOUNKER
Associste Treasrer
NATHAN M. OH2BACH
Secresary
YICTOR 5. RIESENFELD
Execstise Vice-Presidens
JOHN SIAWSON
Assistans Secrazary
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN

June 1, 1944,

Dear &r,, Stafidish;

CABLE ADDRESS: “WISHCOM, NEW YORK"

""" Hordrary Vies: -Presidenis

IRVING LEHMAN
ew York
ABRAM |, ELKUS
¢t York

Vice-Pratidents )
JACOB. 1. KAPLAN
Boyron, Mast,
EDWARD 1AZANSKY
Brooklys, N. Y
FRED 1AZARUS, fr.
Columbus, Obio
M. C. SLOSS§
San Prancisco, Calif.
HORACE STERN
Pbhiledelpbia, Pa,
HENRY WINEMAN
Desroit, Mich,

You will recall that whe: you telephoned from

liashisgton yesterday, 1 stated that 1 was not certain of the dété

r .
of ¥r.Waidman's birth but 1 thought it was Hay 1, 1880

looked it up in "Who's Who in American Jewryn and see that

Morris D. Waldman was born Hay 1, 1879.
-y T2 S0
.enough to correct the record accordingly?
Tharking you, I am
7

Sincerely yours,

: -~ A
N . (,,rv\..-m,ﬁ_ /7[/\.’;& (’(«m\m‘\_ >

Anna Friedmen

“r, Uiles Steudish,
Aar Refugee Board,
Yashington, D, ¢,

AF
B I O e T Y
Lo g : A

Will yon b’e :'go'od
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ConsuLAaDO GENER
DE LOS
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE VENEZUELA
18 RECTOR STREET
NEW YORK 6, N.Y.

No.616 o My 29, 1944,

Executive Office of The President, :
War Refugee Board, =
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Y, W. Pehle -
Gentlemsn: Exeoutive Director

Ivh'e.ve the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter dated the 24th. inst.

Pleése note that if your ‘representat-
ives, Messrs, Norris D. Haldmen and Jacob Iandau
are Amorjcan citizens born, I wil]t grant t’h@i@x'a '
visa to Venezuela; provided a legal paaslfoft;c'erﬁ—
tified, good health certificate, vaccination oerr:-
tificates and good behavi:or reoc;rd are écooﬁpan1§d;
but‘ if not, their entry permgssion will have to,iie'
granted by my Government at Caracas. All cable ;ex-
penses to be for the account of interested parties,

o Yory truly yours,

%%wm ‘

< Eleazar Morrison

Consul General
EM:BP
{ ] / i1
I , 1 ]




' CONSULADO GENERAL DEL PARAGUAY
347 MADISON AVENUE R
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

May 29; 1944

Mr, J. W, Pehle, Executive Dirsctor
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Sir:

In response to your letter or May 24, 1944
I advise it will be necessary for Mr. Morris D,
Waldman and Mr, Jacob Landau to sesure permission
from the Minister of Foreign Relations in Asunoibn
Paraguay, (Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores).to en=~ -
ter the country before we can visé their passports.:.

T would suggest that you cable to Asuncibn in- ) )
Spanish giving the citizenship and race. of ‘Megsrs, . : =
Waldman and Landau and the rsason for their desiring - . - =
to enter Paraguay, requesting that permission to-
visé their passports be cabled- to this: Consulate,. °

Yours very truly; °

%ééund DEEE Scoggg :J - i ' :

EDS:pl i Consul
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CONSULADO GENERAL DE CHILE‘
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.

May 27th, 1944

¥r, J W, Pehle
Executive Director
¥ar Refugee Board
Viashington, D,C,

Dear Mr, Pehle:

Your interesting letter of May 24th
has had my best attention.

Regarding thé proposed trip to Chile
of Inessrs. Morris D. Waldman and Jacob Landau, I. would
suggest that you please get in touch directly with our
"Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores", Santiago,. Chile,

pPlacing your petition before owr Government end giving
detailed information as to the purpose of the trip by’

the above mentioned gentlemen/

Yours vgny truly,

Alfonso.Grez -
Consul Cefieral pf Chile

\ AG: N - ey,




REPUBLICA DE CUBA . 7
CONSULADO GENERAL o
envos - May 26, 1944
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA -
BOO FirTn AVENUE
NEW YORK 18. N. Y.

_ 08156

Mr, J. ¥. Pehle, Executive Director
‘ar Refugee Board
Vashington 25, D.C.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your 1etter of the 24th ,
instant in relation to the trip to Cuba pla ”é§ " 
by Mr. Morris D, Valdman and HMr. Jacob Landau;‘

it is suggested that you write to, the Cuban

Embassy in #ashington, D.C.,lnrre;ation to_this:

- matter.

Very truly yours,

’/&g§22er§oééernand z

CONSUL GENERA




TRLEFONO: CIRCLE 5-5380

Lo gogsT
CONSULADO GENERAL DEL ECUADOR, * - " = :
' i 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA’
NEW YORK, N. Y. -

May 26, 1944

¥r.J,.W.Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Sir:

In respmse to your letter of 24 inst., this isi‘:
to inform you that as soon as the representatives of your
board planning to visit Ecuador appear at this Office, it
will bYe a pleasure for me to. give them mw assistance in e

expediting action on their applications for a. visa for mw

country, 7 . ] L
They have to present at this Office, the following
documentas: 7

) Pagsport; ot
£ Vaccination certificate-

Police certificate;

Health Certlficate‘

Round trip ticket certificate, or a letter from
Pan American Alrways;
- ,)

Four photographs.r
'£,L$¢¢¢t¢c¢ﬂﬁ;$/4144=¢¢4>44;:

Armando Pesantes
Vice-Consul,

ix Very truly yours,r




CONSULATE GENERAL of PERU
10 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK

Mr., J. W, Pehle ;

Executive Office of the President
War Refugee Board

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of May R4th, ad-.-
vising me that Mr. Morris Waldman and Mr. Jacob Landau,
members of the Executive Committee 0f the American’ -
Jewish Committee, are planning to visit Peru for the
purpose of studying certain refugee problems.

% Although all the laws and regulations relatlng
to visa and passports are very strict at present, I.
have no doubt that there will be any difficulty in-se-
curing a visa for their passports, providing that:these
two gcntlemen are American citizens, travelling -with
American passports. In such case, aind il' they already
have a ticket covering the return bransportation to the’
U.S,, they can very easﬂ.y obtain a tourist visa which
will enable them to stay ‘in Peru for a period of thlrty
days, time enough to fullfil thelr purpose.

Thereiore, kindly let ne know what klnd of‘
passport they are holding, and I will then be in a posi<
tion to give you more accurate infommation.

I remain, daar sfipy.
Yours very truly,

Iy A.{/ 0 de ZELA

linister Plenipotenti
Consul General o




(g,oiz{}a/;;r/o %]mta/ 7 FER
) dela < , o
- Jﬁééé/ZZtéﬁ%mniha: : New York, May 26,:1944s -

Dear Sir:

o . I exceedingly regret that ‘thig -
office is not in a position to-issue the .’

vlgas required by Mr. Morris D. Waldman and---
kKr. Jacob Landau immediately, as present: T -
requirements make it necessary. for:them.to- "
make .an application of the ‘Argentine -Immigra-
tlon Authorities. . . : : S

The usual procedure in this cases. .
is to make the application at the Argentine
Consular office near -the..interested - party's
place of residence. If Mr. Waldmen and_ Mr,
Lendsu prefer to mske- their applications at
the Argentine Consular offlce at Baltimre,
they may very well do so. 1f they prefer
R to file 1t at this office, however, they may

: . also do it through this office. Applications
) - rmust be filed in person. :

R Very truly yéurs,

/%né;m‘ﬁ'a’;érso 7 )

' . . Consul. Genersl”

lir. J. ¥. Pehle
Lxecutive Dircctor
War Refugee Board
Washington, 25, D. ¢,




MAY 24 DM -

iy denr Nr, Consul Generals

Mr, Horris D, ¥aldwanand Mr, Jacob Landaw sre planning to
vieit Uruguay as representatives of the Kxecutive Comnittes of

the American Jewish Committee for the purposs of studying certein

refugeo problesms, !r, Waldman is Vige Chairman and hlr.’ Landau 7 -

a mevber of this Executive Comittes,

Their trip to Uruguay as well as to certsin others of the
American republics, has the approwal of the War Refugee Board,
ard the Board would be deeply grateful for your dpsistance in
expediting action on their applications for a viea to your
country, . o : )

F -
Very truly yours,
{81xned) 2. W. Podia

Jo ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

My, Lantiago Fivaaf Jre J
Coneul Cenersl of Uruguay
17 Battery Flace

New York City, New York

%,

S, “

’ I~
H8tondichilom 5e19eL)

N




MAY 24 1044

&
Ly deor e Lonsul Conopals

Ere torris D, iigldwon and My, Jacob landan éve planning to
vielt Cuba o5 representativen of the fxecutivo Condtton of the
faerican Jenloh Commlttee for the purcose of studying cortain.
rofugee syoblens, Hr, ialdmpn is Viee Chalruas ad Hre Tandei o
A zevher of thio Execative Committce, P

Their trio to Cubg, sa well as to cortain obhors of the : :
Azerican republics, has ths soproval of tie sap Rsluges Board, - :
and the Doand wsuld by deondy proteful for your ssslstance in

expaditing setion on their aypliestions for o vioa to your : -

country, :

Very truly yours;
{Bigned) J, W, FPehle
OTHOE " °L (POUIE)

Jdo Wo Pehlo

Hrecutivo birootor

Ur, Eoborts Yornandes y Garein”
Connul General of Cubp ’

500 Fifth svenue

Rew Yor: City, Hem York

Hitendiohilen
. 23T A A }
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i bNE .
¥y dear Ur, Consul Generals

Ur, lorris D. Waldman and Mr, Jacob Landau are plaming to
vieit Chile as representitives of the Exsoutive Committee of the
Americen Jewish Comnittee for the purpose of studying certain -
rofugee problems., ir, Waldman is Vice Chaiyman and Mp; ‘Landau: a
member of this Executive Commitice. oo =

Their trip to Chile, as well as to certain othors-of the
American republics, hea the approval of the War Refugee Board,
and the' Board would be deeply grateful for your agalastance 4in
.expediting sction on thoir spplications for a visa to your -
country. S o

Vary truly youre;
(Bigned] J, ¥, Peble

Je W, "ehle
BExecutive Direotopr:

Mr. Alfonso Grel/
Congul Cencral of Chile
9 Rockefeller Plaza

Hew York City, New York

/




; P
My dear ¥r, Consul Generals

Mr. Morris D, Waldaan and Mr, Jacob Landau are plenning to
visit Argentina as representatives of the Executive Committee
of the Amsrigcan Jemish Comuittce for the purpose of studying
coertoin rofuges problems, My, Waldman is Vicoe Chairman and My,
Landau & member of this Executive Committas, '

Thoir trip to Argentina, ae well as to cortain others of
the American republics, has the approval of the War Refugee
Board, and the Board would be deeply grateful for your assists
ance in expediting action on their agplicaticns for & visa to
your country, o

F Very truly yours,

{R12nad) J. W, Pehle
Ja W. thlB !
Executive Director

Hr, Gonrado Traverao’ J
Consul Oeneral of Argentina
9 Rookefeller Flaza
liew Yoxk City, liew York

mu}/ i




My dear Hr. Consul Genexaly

R

W24 194

-

T

Mr. Horris D, Waldman and Mr, Jacob Landsu are planning to

vipit Peru as representatives
American Jewish Committee for

of the Executive Cormittes of the -
the purpose of studying certain

refugee problems. Hr, Waldnan is Vice Chairman and ir, landau
& mewber of this Executive Committee, T

Their trip to Peru as well ap to certain others of fhe’

American republios, has the ay: 1
grateful for yout assistanos in

and the Board would be deeply

yrovel of the Wer Refugee Board,

expediting mction thelir applications for a visa o your.

country, :

Very truly yours,

[81amen) 7. W, Pekle

v
Hr. Francisco Fardo de Zels
Consul General of Peru -
10 Rockefeller Center
Hew York City, New York

" usu}{@/iﬁfw-u

J. W, Fehle

- Exeoutive Director




¥y dear Yr. Consul Generals MAY 24 1944

Hr, Morris D. Waldman and Mpr. Jacob Landau ave plenning to
visit Paname as representatives of tue Executive Committee of . A
the imarican Jewish Committee for the purpoge of studying gortain ) ;
rofugee problems, Ky, Waldman is Vice Chairamin ang Mr, Landsu a
messber of thie Executive Committee.

Their trir to Panema, o8 well as to certain others of thg , :
fmorican républics, has the approvel of the ﬁar'Rgifu'gfe'e,'qu;fd,’ .
and the foard would be deeply grotoful foy your assistancein : :

exediting aation on thelr a plications for a visa to your .

Very truly yours,

{81omad) 3.°W,. Pehle

Jds W, Fehle .
Executive Director

f" :

-

v
Hr., Roberto de la Guardi
Conzul. Cenoral of “anama
JORockefoller Plaza
Hew York Citr, Hew York

B ~

Htandishglon S=19-44




My dear Hr, Consul Generals

Wy, Horris D. Waldman and Mr., Jacob Landau are planning to
vieit Venezuela as representatives of the Executive Comnd ttee
of the Americen Jewish Committes for the Rirpose of a ’
certain refugee problems, Mr. Waldman is Vice Chairman snd Hr,
Landau a méxber of thip Exscutive Comnittes, :

Their trip to Venesuela ms well ap to certain others. of
the Americsn republics, has the approval of the Var Refugee
Beard, and the Board would be deeply grateful for your assists
ance in expediting action on their epplications for a viss to -
your countyy - .

Very truly youra,

“igfy

(Bigned) 7. W, Pehle
Ji V. Pehle .
Executive Director

Mr, Eleaser Uorrison
Consul General of Venesusla’
19 Reotor Street

Hew York City, Hew York

L

Rercic

b
sA O

4 “
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Declaration of Human Rights
Submitted by THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE - (o

ITH the inevitable end of Hitler,
the struggle begins, not of tank
and plane, but of heart and soul

and brain to forge a world in which hu-
manity may live in peace.

This new world must be based on the
recognition that the individual human
being is the cornerstone of our culture
and our civilization. All that we cherish
must rest on the dignity and inviolability
of the person, of his sacred right to live
and to develop under God, in whose
image he was created. .

With this creed as our foundation, we _
declare: -

1. That an International Bill of Hu-
man Rights must be promulgated to
guarantee for every man, woman and
child, of every race and creed and in
every country, the fundamental rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

2. No plea of sovereignty shall ever
again be allowed to permit any nation to
deprive those within its borders of these
fundamental rights on the claim that
these are matters of internal concern.

3. Hiderism has demonstrated that

bigotry and persecutiojn_b'y'é :Bﬁrbérous SR
the peace:loving na-~
tions the burden -of relief and redress. +

nation throws upon |
Therefore it is a matter. of international
concern to stamp out infractions of basic'
human rights, ’ :

4+ To those who have suffered under
the Hitler regime because of : race. or
creed or national origin, there shall be
given fair redress, :

5. To those who have béen dgivén‘
from the land of their birth there shall be
given the opportunity to return; unaf:.

sm.

6. To those who wander thg:ieafthti—xﬁ;i;

able or unwilling to réturn’ to scenes of
unforgettable horror shall be given aid-. -
and comfort to find new homes and begin: -
new lives in other parts of the world. This
must be made possible: by - international
agreement.

Thus, anew, may we justify the ways of : -,
God to man. Thus we may take a vital’
step forward on the long road to which"
civilization seeks to create a world based”
upon the common fatherhood of God and
the common brotherhood of man.

1 approve the sentiments expressed in the Declaration ;zf Human
Rights submitted by the American Jewish Gotmittee, and I am )
happy to add my name to those who will sign this Declaration,

SIONATURE

ADDRESS

fected in their rights by-the N azﬁiidp‘spotr-;‘;': -




Ay

Beclaration of Human Rights

Submitted by THE AMERICAN JEWISH CdMM;TTEE o
386 Fourth Avenue, New York City .

A ITH the inev}fable end of Hitler,
the struggle begins, not of tank
and plane, but of heart and soul

and brain to forge a world in which hu-
manity may live in peace.

This new world must be based on the
recognition that the individual human

being is the cornerstone of our culture’

and our civilization. All that we cherish
must rest on the dignity and inviolability
of the person, of his sacred right to live
and to develop under God, in whose
image he was created, °

With this creed as our foundation, we
declare:

1. "That an International Bill of Hu-
man Rights must :be promulgated to
guarantee for every man, woman and
child, of every race and creed and in
every country, the fundamental rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

2. No plea of sovereignty shall -ever
again be allowed to permit any nation to
deprive those within its borders of these
fundamental rights on the claim that
these are matters of internal concern.

3. Hitlerism has demonstrated that

bigotry and persecution by a-barbarous . -
-nation throws.upon- the peace-loving na-- -
tions the burden. of relief and: redress.
Therefore it is a matter of international
concern to stamp out infractions of basic -

human rights,

4. To those who have suffered under -

the Hitler regime because of race or

creed or national origin, there shall be

given fair redress,

5. To those who have been “driven
from the land of their birth there shall be
given the opportunity to return,. unaf-

sm.

6. To those who wander the earth tn-
able ‘or unwilling to retirn to scenes of

unforgettable horror shall be given aid-

and comfort to find'new homes and begin
new lives in other parts of the world- This

must be_made possible~by international

agreement, - . - S

“Thus, anew, may we justify the ways of -

God to man. Thus we may take a vital |

step forward on the long road to which
civilization seeks to create a world based
upon the common fatlierhood of God and
the common brotherhood of man,

Lapprove the sentiments expressed in the Declaration of Human
Rights submitted by the American Jewi¥hsCommittee, and I am.
happy 1o add my name to those who will sign this Declaration.

SIONATURE

fected in their: rights by the Nazi despot- B




SEP1a M

Dear Mr. Gottachalks LE T
This 1s to acknowledge and thn\: 7¢u {or 7m,
letter of Bcphnbor 6 nnd the memoranda oonooniu 'm
Jewish Communities of Nast-Ogecupied luropa' oont undn -
separate aover. ' )
Your coopoz;.tton in making fht; 1utqth§1§i"
available to us 1s appraolatd-d; ' 7

(81pmea). 7, ﬂ. Pehla

, 3,4, Pehle
: lxocuﬁ.n mmm

Mr. Hax Gottsohalk,

Dirsctor, Overseas Depariment,

The American Jevish Committee

Besearch Inetitute on Peace and
Post=¥War Problems,

386 Yourth Avenus,

Nev York, New York,

EIBTovleriinp 9/14/44% kel




DRESS :'WISHCOM, NEW YO

September 5, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehle;

We are sending you under separate cover a collection

of memoranda dealing with "The Jeﬁigh Communitiss of Nagzi -
Oﬁcupied Europe." ‘

Tese memoranda were prepared for a government agency,
ghd we are Sending you one of the limited number of. sets
available, in the hope that it will prove of special
interest to you. i

Siycerely yours,

cleal,

4
‘Max .Gottschalk
Director, Overseas Dep't.

Ur, John ¥. Pehle
Executive Diroctor
Viar Refugee Board
Viashington, D. C,

Ts




, BERE R bmamsm (3 sme
' ' ' JUL 171944

DIVISION OF . :
250 QUMUINICATIONS £ nrcmu:

GIACULAR nIBuRuH

smm.cw., AIR maoax'f! “cm HOBHIJ n. w..w:m ,m'n
- JAQOW w;mm,mmucm’.r..umﬂ coxwmus m.w xonx

10 CERIaIN XMLRIOAh DI?LOHAIIC AND GCVSULAR OFFAGSRS}f

At the. requeet of the

o

ment 1is 1nterestzed 1n fa.ci.litatint, the treVel or horria D. o
l.aldman, Vice chalrman and Jacob bﬁniau, ﬁ member of the

Lxecutive bommi'ctee of the Amerlc'm Jem.ah Commj.ttee, New ’

York, - l-lease ;g,ive consideration to thoi'r'mpllcations T

for alx' *)ra.or.lt i when 'mesz m;ed.

o Jantingo
= i sogota
" San Jose
LI H2ibana
o, aito
L Son dq:'.v...uur
" Guatenala
LE " Bexioo, DL,
1] : !k’lnl\",’ua
" Fanama.
" Agunecion
(1] . Lim&
. " Hontevidso

CHULL

pena $0 ANBASSY ~buenoa Alres .
! : " Hio de daneiro

Refugee Board me Denurt-

Ax-gentiha
Byazil -
Chile

- Golombli -

topta xuca
Cuba
seuador
81 awlvador
Guatenla
siexico
Hloaragua
Fanuta
¥aroguay
reru
Uruguay
Send




Send to AME%BABSX )

Americaﬁ Congul

URBIOGLUSKG
7/14/44

_=2=

‘Guracas . Venezuela e e
,xort-of-anuin Trinidgd, B, UQI :

L
' Zlw

AR ll,\, e




JUN iés 0

Dear Hr. ¥sldmani : ) S ' i ' - _
Thank you for your 1etter of June 23 and ite enclosux-e. . P Lo ‘

- Both 4r. Lesger and I found your article most interesting.
Sines, jlowever, it deals with matters beyond the Board's con-"
cern, further comment: would not be appropriate.

Vary truly yours,
(81amod) 3.1, Peble

J. W, Pehle o
Exscutive Direntor

Hr. ¥orris D. ¥aldman -
The American Jewish Comaiites
. 386 Fourth Averue

Hew York 16, H. X..

75

LSLessersals 6/28/44




Felephone MUsrsy Hill 5-0181 g

Presidens 386 FOURT}I AVH\IUE

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUEE

Chairman Bxecutive Commitses NEW YORK 16, N. Y.
JACOB BLAUSTEIN

Vic# Chairman Execstics Commistes
MORRIS D. WALDMAN
Chairman Adminitirative Comemittes
ALAN M. STROOCK
Tresssrer
IRA M. YOUNKER

Atsaciste Tresswrer
NATHAN M. OHRBACH

Secresary
YICTOR S. RIESENFELD

Execatice Vice-Prasidens
JOHN SIAWSON

Atsistans Secresary June 23, j} 1944

HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN

Dear Mr. Pehle;

IRVING LE HMAN
New York ™.

C - TiACHE 4. KAPLANY

- Boston, Mass, -

WARD . I.AZANS
Btooklyn, N, 'Y,

CERED LAZARUS;

. Columbur, Obis
M. C.s1L0SsS

. Sm Prantireo, Califs .~ ’

- HORACE STERN: .
Plnlaldpbu Pa,

"HENRY WINEMAN -

D:Iro:t, Mich,

_ Though the subject matter of the enclosed articla (page proof)

in the coming issue of the Contemporary Jewish Reoord is

atriotly within the orbit of your official interest it is not

unrelated.

I wonder what you think of my radioal approaoh to ﬂw 5ubJeot

of r:lghts of minorities. I shall be glad to have you pass “ition

to Mr. Lesser.

.. Sincersly yours,

¥r. J, W, Pehls, Executive Director
VWiar Refugee Board
?Iashington 25, DeCe

4

um
Encl.




_MORRIS D. WALDMAN - -

" The Rights oF,Minbrities rnustbe sequred, National :goﬁemmen_ ‘and‘in )
national organization must respect- and ;guarantee: the rights of “ethnic, 1¢-"
ligious and cultural minorities to-économic livelihoad, to ual ‘opportunity

policy. -

- CometPress

b Nl S D’

~ Ocrossr 6, 1943, a joint Declaration was tade by prominent -
representatives of the Catholic, Jewish and Protestant faiths ‘This
socalled Pattern for Peace embodied-seven- points intended to serve as -
ads as follows:

the basis for the postwar world order. The fourth point r

for educational and cultural dﬁeyelqpment;r gncrlr topolitica V—Qquqlity,—jg’ )

Pronounicements of this type have been frequently made by’ éthér SRR

groups, lay and clerical, invariably couched in“broad; general- terms. -

" Declarations by heads of leading democratic. governments have been -
-made singly.or jointly, but usually.only in general terms, from'the Four . -~
-point state- . -
ican foreign - -

Freedoms and:Atlantic Chatter to.the more recent seventeen
ment of Secretary ofrs@té:Cg;déé]lr Hull with éspect

“To Americans and to citizens of other democratic countries,

juinctions of the clergy of the three great occidental faiths; as well as the

similar ‘declarations made by statesmen; are-so ‘obviously compelling-as . _
‘been
taken for grantéd as the permanient and immutable‘ideals of our. eiviliza-"-

to be axiomatic. The general pririciples therein embodied have -

. .tion, having been so-deeply. imbedded-in our consciousness as_.to- make

“us almost unawate of them. Tt is only ‘the hideous assault upon these
ideals during the Jast few decades that has made us newly recognize the

 precious value of theSe treasures and has impelled -us,. at- tremendous
cost, to make a supreme and indomitable effort to preserve them.

~ These declarations are all essentially based on: the Judeo-Christian -

principle of the sacredness and dignity of human personality—a principle
which is the very comerstone of Western' civilization. _

How are the purposes of these declarations with respect ‘to minorities

to" be realized?
227

‘the in-.

o




(228 - - .fi.% - "CONTEMPORARY. JEWISH RECORD
" 'The problem is-not. new. It was dealt with fwenty-five years ago at v o
the "Peace ‘Confefence-in Paris; where comprehensive: measures . weré .
.. taken to realize these objectives. Then, it will be recalled,
. Assotiated Powers unanimously adopted the doctrine:of- :
-*  determination” .which: had ‘been” particularly emphasized by Wosdrs
" = - ———Wilson:.Inaccordance with-this doctrine-a-number:of peoples, or, more
- precisely, ethnic units that had at one time or another enjoyed territorial
. independence were reconstituted as independent politieal entities:com-
¢~ monly known s states. But because other ethnic elements lived in their - "+
midst, measures in-thie:form of so-called minorities- freaties were taken’:
to*insure -the -political and civil equality ‘a 1eligious: freedom ‘of .the
inhabitants of these countrics who.differed !fiom the majority: in"race;
language, or religion. Thege provisions, aswill ‘also be recalled; were
incorporated iin the respective constitutions-of these new-or Succession
" states and placed under the guarantee. of the. Leagug of. Nations. The
official delegates to the Peace Conference, as well as the representatives. -
of private organizations who-had been actively promoting’ th adoption -
of these treaties, left, Paris happy in the conviction that. great-historic' .
- injustices had been rectified; and thatin the future all inhabitants of =~
Europe would live in peace and security, protected in the enjoyment of
- their natural, inali : :
-~ ‘Thoughthe ‘minorities-treaties -did: ot i ecoghition. of °
-mirorities as | entities or parties within the-general body politic; -
" the tendency Was 1o carty over the pattern of ationality distinctions that

‘had-prevailed in pre-wir. days so that the ethnic minorities:in the several
- countries virtually assumed the character of political nationalities. Thess
* ethnic_groups or:nationalities were in ‘many ‘cases  further split-into -
; political parties or blocs. As such they had their own slates in the political -
elections, the candidates being primarily pledged to protect and promote -

the interests of their nationality or nationality” segment by -acting on
general political issues From a point of view beneficial to their particular
group. ‘Thus, though the minorities treaties Were intended ‘to -insure
the. equality of political rights of all individuals, as individuals, and
equality in cultural and religious rights only in a group sense, the pre-_
war separatism nevertheless persisted. For example, the Poles had com- -
mon-political interésts as the major nationality of the Polish territory. -
Buit there were the minor nationalities<Germans; White Russians, Lith-
uaniaits, Ukrainians arid Jews—cach of which-had its particular interests.
These interests were defended by the several nationalitics operating as




. BEYOND *NATIONAL SELEDETERMINATION"

“-political. blocs ‘within' the ‘general body. politic,of Poland;
+* also economic interests which; though cutting - aeross or
© -~ eshy did not destroy the.group integrity of the natignalities, ST
perience irope | the First: World-War proved the
) ble. The newly: ‘established states
.. based on racial homogeneity, regarded their ethnic minoritics s obstacl
" to ‘their_ development ‘into’ full_-ﬂg‘dgéd,nanonahtyfgtatgs.ﬁfrhe;'goi!e_ 1
", ~ments of ‘these states_ felt responsible primatily; - if: niot! solely; to ‘the =:
- majority-people of. their countries and-regatded the ninorities as quasi- = .
" alien-and subordinate elements to be assimilated or:liquidated or evacu- 1
- ated—the ‘treatics -notwithstanding. ‘The- safeguards‘established -in the. .
- form of League of Natiotis ‘guarantees proved quite ineffective, Hardly
~aday affer she signed the jréaty; Polonia. Restituta began to restrict_the
 various” minorities: - The  several successive governments - préserved: th
half-feudal characier of the country where a rich land-owning aristoe
-~ withheld the ownership of a great Pproportion of the land from a half-
- -statved peasantry, on the other hand they: developed :State ownership -
of - basic industries . under- which “exploitition, waste * and: nepotism
 "Hourished at the expense of Pii@atejindusﬁyfopeféfeq largely by minotity -
. elements, especially the Jews. The ‘major -burdens of -intolerably heavy. -
-taxes and other restrictions and discriminations were imposed-on-them, . .-
~“Poland’s unilateral Tepudiation of the inori teaty at the League
‘of-Nations in Geneva-and her announced policy of mass evacuation ‘of
‘her Jewish'citizens climaxed her postwar record of .t rdemocratic con-i.
duct, exposing the preténse of:Her adherénce to" thi enlightenied: ideals >~
pronounced in Paris and embodied in solemn official- documents.*= - .
- 'The behavior of Rumania was even:more brazen and-bru
of her rapidly changing’ governments actually instigated ‘pogio
~ the minorities, chiefly the Jews; just as the Crarist. government o
in the benighted country of Russia® before: the Revolution, Nationality
e-Buccessiort states: Czech-Slovak:Hun- -

conflicts prevailed in- most of- thy
“garian conflict in Czechoslovakia, 'erat-Serb.conﬁig:t in Yugoslavia,
.Bumanian-Hungarian conflict in. Rumania. Irredentisin ‘seethed con-. -
tinuously, Ethnic segments in certain countries clamored for annexation = .*
of the territory they inhabited to the neighboring country governed by "

their kin' (¥.g, the Germans in Sudeten; the Hungarians in Transyl-

*Thep t Polish Gover tin:Exile has disavb;s{e& theundermocratic policies -
?f pﬂcc‘e_ding governments and has given assurance of genuine democratic practices
n the future. . :




these terms are used arbxtra ly
po]ognsts have discovered no p
" are-many peoples possessing a. substantial degree of:
* common history, a ¢ ]anguage and a commo
a practica} serise, ma
the Irish; the Russxans, Poles, Crechs; Serblans, Bulga :
Italians, the French; the Chinese; the”Arabs, the ]ews-—to s
of the countless other races in the. Soviet Union

- ‘C. A. Macaxtney, Nnuonal States and Nauonal Minor
Press, 1934), -pp. 421-422.




’

. minorities. But these safeguards pro

¥ The Jews are a-unique pecple.” They are a duehty oE both peop]e race in the'

*- popular sense) and zeli gmn. et they Have no common language.-Yiddish 18’

.~ common_tongue of ‘Eastern ‘European Jews, and Ladino tHat:of  the Lev
“ Jewis. Hebrew, the ancient: language of the Jews in' Palestine

at-the hands of the rulmg majorit)

ra, continues as_the language: studg and prayer.”Only
has it been revived as the vernacular in the Jewish commun
Zionist circles outside Palestine.




he voters. will -pre bab y:
ty-loyalty than by. th ' 1

Prussia; Although the |
people speaking @ Polis
] :

- Her stand will: y n

_though those considera may be made to appea i

 claims. Says Professor' E. H. Carr, an outstanding student of -interna: -
tional affairs: " - R o

" . The tradition which makes the drawing of frontiers the pnmaryand most _ - "

tacular part of peacemaking has outlived its validity. The idea that peace’
- -gnecbe eslaglaishedll)fyashifﬁn %rontiersjn cénfonnitytzvidlv some ﬁxedp;:n :
= ciple or set of principles did duty at Versailles, and-has failed. ‘To repeat the:
- same process once more on the basis of the same 6r of other principles would
"be futile and hopeless, The urgent necd now. is to alter not the location, but -
- the meaning of frontiers, The drawing of frontiérs thus becomeés a secondary:
* process, not only in iniportance, but in time; for it is impossiblé to have an




e qu qu&cuon how many frontiérs can ber tolerated
where they shall mn, unhl we have Erst obtamed a clear vxew what froni ers

of manj races to settle in “the

bone and ﬂesh of the ﬂesh of 'Amenca A ceat-and powerful kountry'

equal nationalities in the'sense of lhe Sovxet e)gample "' " One of its most.
- decided ‘neutiality’ toward éthnic: differences.

“Inthe Uhited States the individual and not hls nationality is‘the - political | . B

- unit. And though we “ould not be ]usuﬁed in atbitrarily ; attemptmg to
itical concepnon upon. other countries,  it.

~"cannot, of .course, ignore ithé - powerful race Cnationality) will: toliv
~‘among the ¢thnic groups in Eastern Enuropé=a willto-live stn
some ways than the “law of self- preservanon" inherent in.thé individual;
"Men have been taught and inspired: to give their lives gladly f
- hationality. But the student of history knows that whereas: the indi
ual's will-tolive js instinctive, nationality consciousness and loya]ues are’’ .
-the- résult of - education and  secial compulswn They become ‘basic . .-

*E.H. Ca:r Cominwns of Peace’ (London Macnullan and Co Limited, 1942), ;

p. 241.

** The Soviet Umon is riot a racé-state. Thoth the )ntcgnly of evcry oné of its -
- nw,y nationalities is safeguarded; no’ nationality en;oys the prerogative of - par-

: ar and exclusive identification with the state. The Union: many natio

jties but the majority-minoritics destinction docs not obtath, “These: nationalitics

have no real patt in the govemment. The actual %vcmmcnt is the Communist

Party; its members belong to many nationalitics, but the members in- no sense
represent nationalitics, nor docs any government official. -, . :




" are en]oyed in association The: pro
tion of the integrity of the-national
chardcter and form of a

form and character, the-intolerable majority

all its injustices, conflicts and dangers to intern peac
will continue to exist. The most effective- way o nulllfy,the political
character ‘of nationality minoritiés is to- tolerate, even foster, thei
tural freedom: This will remove the need for, and compulsxon tow
political activi -

Switzerland s ]lkely to come -to mmd as a' successful example of a.

multi-national state. Tt furnishes 2 good illustration ‘of - the soundx:m"—».
of our-'thesis, even though in the popular -mind"Switzerland' is-erron:. -
cously conceived as a state consisting of three polmcal nanonahhes'»




e slaves -of the ‘party-élife. which: tc
The race doctrine created tivo categories of sla
so-called” Aryan; the. other, the lower, "the 'socalled
“Atyans” were given a few indulgences denied to the | [
were largely fictitious prerogatives, The: “élite” lis the “'master, t - th
German people. In the establishment of thenazi. race:state; the seeth g
‘nationalisms of Europe have found: incrcasing justification for -their .

* "The existence of fa more or less homogencous racial ‘or lihgui§ﬁc group bonnd '
togethet by a comnion tradition and.the cuhiygign of a common culture muist

cease to provide a prima facie case for the set p of the maintenance of an ..
independent political unit.” (E.-H. Carr, op. ¢it.; p. 62.) . :
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; chauvmlsm and racxal blgo';

“ids ma]onty nauonallty self—determmatlon, ot only ‘testricted ‘the pa
ticipation of the minorities in_the administration” of pubhc affaits, bu o
“oppresséd ‘them _economically-and policically, and, as:in the-case of

-Poland ‘with respect”to.the:Jews; ftantlcally sought their.evaciiation
_Thé-very concepts of “national majority” and “ niational :minorities
1mp1y dcceptance of the political theory of the’ race-state. If equal rights

are, to be secured not only must the'race-state idea be blotted out butthe:: . - s

- very concepls of “national- ma;only" and "natxorml mmormes st also‘ :
~be abandoned. - - ’

- Nations and nanonahtles v1ll of course, contmue o exist; but the

doctrine of “national self-determination” must be mterpreted anew. The'

" territorial results o historic evolution, crazy-quilted though they be, muist. 7

* be faced as realitics. Nationalities will have 16 ‘remain scattered in dif- -

ferent céuntries,” Their culture- and-eligion’ will. have to be ungrudg: -~ ~
.ingly ‘tolerated. But if they continue to possess the form and character .

.of -political blocs, the vexatious- problem of the nghts of those dlffermg :
“from the majority in race, language or religion canno! be solver :
1 overtly_ made from
. wof the- present war: 1o solve the minoi
" populations s0.as to brmg all persons of a particular natlonahty into-one
‘country, perpetuatirig the erroneous’idea that- thetracestate is-a. ‘natural
- institation:divinely-ordainéd; would result in ic chaos and human- .=~
dlsaster To the Saxon: ‘peasant’ of Transylvc of: soxl xs more’ :
precious - than the abstract sentiment of his' bemg of. Germ
~ would regard forced transfer to Germari‘soil as ‘a- calanity, as would the

" Polish peasant‘in Fast Prussia were he- forcxbly transplanted somewhere
in"Poland: ~The average hiiman being even in-Eastern’ European coun-
tries, where nationalisms have been cultivated by propaganda into fanatic '~

frenzy, is; in ‘the final analysis, more concerned -with -getting food and
security. First’ ordmary men want fréedom from  want: and- from fear,

* then freedom of religion and freedom of speech Granted these -four free- -
doms, men will not-frét much-over the fact that the: govemment is: in’
the hands of ‘persons of. other nationalities.

The conception 6f the racestate (muomhly state) has been so deeply
embedded -in: the consciousness of men; that it has bcome a habit of
xhougln even with sucli a seasoned statesman as Senator Robert: A Taft,
who in addressing thc .S Senatc regemly said:




| BEYOND “NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION” - - " o3y =~
S Un}ﬂ a placé is'fqt‘mdr where. thé;ﬂhﬁappy ].e_ivs', of _'Eurbpé:éét’l-g'o}and"g’ét“ R
: " new-start in lifo, free of unreasonable economic:sanctions and-a blind -~ -
* - ‘religious and racial. hatr e fundamental- causes_ for “anti-Semitism will .
scontinueddn Bujopet. . S h Do e s Sttt R R

oL To £ hat th ughout: Europe,’
. “havingn settle elsewhere

" .in a territory” of :their .own;”is; 4 capitulation-to" the race-state idea, :

" would lead:to"an even more revalting result; bad for.the Jews and bad:
-* . for‘Europe—capitulation to the' Nazi theory that Eiirope must 'be-made’
- judenirein. (Bad for Europe because the Jews are an indispensable ele-: - =~
* “ment ift the economy of Europe.) If human rights are to be restored and - -
-, preserved; Jews, too;: miust enjoy ‘the status of . citizens of“the ‘countries -
i which they dwell-in_complete political equality ‘with ‘all other in- -
- -habitants—as individuals, and not-as*members:of a' national minority

.

e ::;"tI'_rirs'"pfbdpciss'al,i'to blot oqfthci{ace;sta;é 1dea éjnidjrto'abplis%hit}"ié,,very'i

concepts of “national majority” and.“national ‘minrities,” will probably
- -be characterized by some “practical” statesmen or even by some students ..
sof history and. political ‘philosophy: as. unrealistic. : Tt wilk be ‘correctly -
- argued ‘that “political ‘conceptions: and- systenis” of ‘gove 1t o
_. 7 "product-of long evolution"peculiar.to each country or region; It-will b
“plausibly contended that:the political strictures of Easfern Europe:
_ .. riot-and should not be-expected:to yield to:the, political ‘conceptions-and - -
“systems of government in Westém Europe:and the Western' Hemisphiere, -
It-will not be easy, of course, to bring about such’radical changes; But:
other - long - edtablished . political - systems“have ‘been changed -apidly;. -

-usally by revolution, more or less violent, as for example, by the eigh-"

teenth-century revolution’in France, the twentieth-cénrury revolution it - R
Russia, and the establishment of fascism in Iialy and nazisi in Gemmany,
to say nothing of the creation of constititional governments in" former

despotic monarchies in all the countries.of Furope.:" .-

Radical changes’in the nationality type of political sﬁuém:é éan be
effected by the peaceful means of international agreement at the time -
when the final decisions as to the new world order will be made.* The

* “The troubles of our:day arise out of the modem conception’ of. the nationsl
[nationality or race] state; out of the identification of the pofitical ideals of all the
inhabitants of the state with the national-cultural [nationality-cultural] ideals of
* thie majority  in it. If once this confusion between two things which are funda-
merital ly different can be abandoned, there is no reason:why the members of a
- score of different nationalities should not Jive together in_perfect harmony in the

game state. . . .” (C. A. Macartney, op.-cit., p. 450.) %

2,
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] e changes will be drastic should not frighter 5. To quote the -

. :late- Associate Justice Louis.D, Brandeis:” “If-we would guide’ y.- the

. - light of reason, we must make our minds bold,”: . x 1 :
*-Something’ in_ the nature:of. an “infémational . bill of ‘rights must-be

- adopted for the protection of all human_ beings a5 such ‘tather than

. their protection ‘as either. a.majority or ‘a-minority, buttressed: by inter- -

national safeguards’ more effective . than" the guarantees. of the “Treaty A

of Versailles and collateral  treaties: - An - international bill ‘of rights;” - . .-

though a substitute for minorities treaties; would go far beyond the pro--
tection of those belonging to minority ‘populations.. It would cover ‘the::;

rights of all human beings, -as persons, including- those - belonging to =~ .,
majority: populations. - National. self-determination should give way to "~

human self-determination, = ¥ ST e T T
"-Only an incorrigible. optimist can view- such‘a-proposal .as 4 simple .
project. The exchange of an intemational bill of rights for the “national -~
self-determination” principle and ‘the collateral principle of -“rights: of !

national minorities,” is beset by many. political and juridical difficulties B

and obstacles. But that should -not cause. despair. “The -difficult is"that

which takes a Jitde time;-the impossible- that which takes & litde.

longer™: (Fridtjof. Nansén)

““The traditional, hallowed- doctrine of sovereignty, long since .

citcumscribed by international - convention ‘and: treaties,” should; - by .-
international _agreement; yield- further 'to! the: more- exalted ¢thical-'-
religious ideal of -the sanctity of dlc'ipérsoh;f'WhateVerf,be: his-racial

origin, religion, or political creed. ~ -\
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Boond ‘Natial Sdf Decinaion”

LA S i Wb LA N e

N OCTOBER 6, 1943,-a joint Declaration ' was made-by prom-
O inent representatives of the Catholic, Jewish and Protestant faiths:
i This so-called Patters: for Peace embodied seven points interided to serve o
i as the basis for the postwar world order. " The  fourth ' point reads ds-. oD
| follows: e el e PR TR
|
H

The Rights of Minorities must be secured., National governments and inter:. - B
national organization must respect and guarantee the rights’ of ‘ethnic, re- . <7
ligious and cultural ‘minorities to economic livelihood, to' equal opportanity’ ==
* for educational ‘and - cultiiral development;: and_ to’ political equality,. T
Pronouncements of . this. type - haye been frequeitly made. by “other --
groups, lay and. clerical, invariably couched in broad, general ‘terms,” - -
Declarations by heads of leading democratic governments have:been -
made singly or jointly, but usually only in general terms, from the Four
Freedoms and ‘Atlantic Charter to the:more recent seventeen-point state-

ment of Secretary of State Cordell Hull with respect to American foreign
policy. TR 7 AL aghon B
- To. Americans-and’ to citizens ¢
junctions of the clergy of the three great occidental faiths, as well as the »
similardeclarations made by statesmen; ‘are so-obviously compelling as.
to. be axiomatic. “The general - principles therein' embodied have been'
taken for granted-as the permanent and immutable ideals of our civiliza- -
‘tion, having been so decply-imbedded in our consciousness as to make

't democratic countries, ‘the  in-
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N

i ideals during the

~-us-almost-unaware-of-them--It is-on] y-the-hideous-assault-uponthese
last few. decades that has made us newly recognize the -
precious valué of ‘these: treasures andhas impelled us;" at tremendouis
cost, to make a supremie @nd indomitable effort to preserve them,
These declarations are all essentially based on.the Judeo-Christian -
principle of the sacredness and dignity of human peisonality—-—a principle
which is the very comerstone of Western civilization. . :
. g . AW B
How are the purposes of these declarations with respect. 16 minorities
to be realized? ‘ .

227
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The problem is not new. It was dealt with twenty-five years ago at
the Peace Conference in Paris, where comprehensive measures were
taken to realize these aobjectives. Then, it will be recalled, the Allied and
Associated Powers unanimously adopted the doctrine of “national self-
determination” which had been particularly emphasized by Woodrow
Wilson. In accordance with this doctrine a number of peoples, or, more
precisely, ethnic units that had at one time or another enjoyed territorial
independence were reconstituted as independent political entities com-
monly known as states. But because other ethnic elements lived in their
midst, measures in the form of so-called minorities treaties were taken
to insure the political and civil equality and religious freedom of the
inhabitants of these countries who differed from the majority in race,
language, or religion. These provisions, as will also be recalled, were
incorporated in the respective constitutions of these new or Succession
states and placed under the guarantee of the League of Nations. The
official delegates to the Peace Conference, as well as the representatives
of private organizations who had been actively promoting the adaption °
of these treaties, left Paris happy in the conviction that great historic
injustices had been rectified, and that in the future all inhabitants of
Europe would live in peace and security, protected in the enjoyment of
their natural, inalienable rights,

Though the minorities treaties did not provide for recognition of
minorities as political entities or parties within the general body politic,
the tendency was to carry over the pattern of nationality distinctions that
had prevailed in pre-war days so that the ethnic minorities in the several
countries virtually assumed the character of political niationalities. These
ethnic groups or nationalities were in many cases further split info
political parties or blocs. As such they had their own slates in the political
elections, the candidates being primarily pledged to protect and promote

'47’Bi;f¥(r):lri\zb",ifli\l)iT1"ONAL;SELE{bEfTEg}MINAi’IdN’Z SR
political blocs within the general body - politio-of Poland.. There

also ecariomic intérests which; though cutting “across “nationality: iritér

ests, did ’riqtbdes_trrby_ the group inte tity of the nat i 'a_liﬁe;. i
: ] : e FlrstWorldWar ffbved: the

ThE experience of Europe following 1 h
minorities  treaties” to ‘be- impracticable;

to their developmient’ into - full-fledged né;ionalitjit‘;afésj. The " govern-

ments .of these states felt tesponsible primarily, if not solely, to. the

majority-peoplé of their couniries and regarded the minorities’ 2s.qudsi-i -
alien and-subordinate elements to be-assimilated or liquidated ‘or evacu- .
ated—the’ treaties notwithstanding, ‘The safeguards- established i the -

form of League of Nations guarantees proved: quite ineffective: Héidli’

a day after she signed the treaty, Poloni@z*R_estigum_ began to Testrict.the < -

various minorities, The ‘several’ successive governments preserved. the

halt-feudal character of the country where a rich lafr}d—,ow_ning'av_tist(jcrac:y

withheld: the ownership of a great proportion-of. the’land “from a “halfs

; ble. The newly- established “states, :
based oni racial homogeneity, regarded their ethnic ‘minorities as obstacles: .

starved peasaniry; ‘on the other hand they. developed State: b{vnetéhip o

of basic. industries” under- which " exploitation, -waste ‘and. mepotism ;.

flourished at the expense of private industry operated largely by ininorjty
“The major burdens of intolerably heavy e

elements, especially the' Jews.
taxes and other restrictions ;
Poland’s unilareral - re
of Nations in Gen :
her Jewish citizens climaxed her postwat record. of undemocratic. con- -
duct, exposing the pretense of her adherence to the enlightened ideals
pronounced in Paris and embodied in"solemn official documients.* .-
‘The behavior ‘of Rumania was ‘even more brazén: and brutal.Several.
of her rapidly changing governments actually instigated pogromis against

id. discriminations were imposed on: them.

diation”of the’ Minorities- Treaty.at the: League

the interests of their nationality—or —nationa]ity*scgmem”by acting on
general political issues from a point of view beneficial to thejr particular
group. Thus, though the minorities treaties were intended to insure
the equality of political rights of all individuals, as individuals, and
equality in cultural and teligious rights only in a group sense, the pre-
war separatism nevertheless persisted. For example, the Poles had com-
mon political interests as the major nationality of the Polish territory.
But there were the minor nationalities—Germans, White Russians, Lith-
uvanians, Ukrainians and Jews—each of which had jts particular interests.
These interests were defended by the several nationalities operating as .

thie miiriorities, chiefly. the Jews just as-the Czarist government had done

conflicts prevailed in most of the-Succession states: Crechi-Slovak-Hun- _
garian conflict” in Czechoslovakia, Croat-Serb- conflict” in Yugoslavia;
Rumanian-Hungarian conflict in' Rumania, Irredentism . seethed con-
tinuously. Ethnic segments in certain countries clamored for annexation-
of ithe territory they inhabited to the neighboring country governed by
their kin (e.g., the Cerm_a_ns in Sudeten, the,).Hungarians in ‘Tr_ansy]-.
* The present Polish Governmént-in-Exile has disavowed the undernocratic policies
gi; {)ll;zc[uisigovcmmenls and has given assurance of genuine democratic practices

Ain the benighted country of ‘Russia before the’ Revolution, Nationality '~

A\

d: her dnnounced policy ‘of ‘mass evacuation of .~
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vania and Slovakia, the Ukrainians in Poland, etc.) and wete en-
couraged in this activity by the neighboring countries. This led to serious
tensions and contributed measurably to the outbreak of the present
World War. Every ethnic group in Europe had been awakened to
national consciousness; and some which had never enjoyed territorial
independence began to press for a nationalitystate of their own. The
treaties, the state constitutions and the guarantees of the League of
Nations did not solve these problems; on the contrary, they aggravated
them.

Thrs disappointing experience demonstrates that there is little hope of
effecting a satisfactory solution unless radical and fundamental changes
are instituted in the very concepts of nation and state. Nesv means must
be devised to protect the rights of those who belong to minority seg-
ments of the population.

+  This is bome out by C. A. Macartney, an outstanding authority on-
national minorities, who says:

The real root of the trouble Jies in the philosophy of the national state as it
is practised today in central and ecastern Europe. So long as the majority
nations shich have assumed command of the different states persist in
their theoretically absurd and practically unattainable endeavor to make of
those states the exclusive instruments of their own national ideals and aspira-
tions, so long will the minorities be placed in a position which no system of
intemational protection can render tolerable. . . . A national state and national
minorities are incompatibles.* B

A confusing terminology must be clarified. Clear dehnitions must be
given to the words “nation” and “nationality,” “nationalism” and “nation-
hood,” “race,” “people” and “state.” Their distinctive connotations -
must be made plain. For the sake of clarifying the thesis of this article

~ BEYOND "NATIONAL 'S ; ylo 31
other’ continents. It would be more accurate to rc;‘fer—ito ‘these moré'or less::. ;-
diluted ethnic groups-as “hationalities” ‘whose:identity s’ more: strongly’
cha'ract’exiz’(_éd'by‘a'comrnjdn language  than by blood * e T
" The terms * “people;” ~race;” “nation,” are variously employed:: We'
speak of the American: nation, meaning all the people’ who make up s
“eitizenry, The American people, ‘however; are compased ‘of ‘many races -
or ha‘tiona]itiesi—To‘e’\'rcrry.AmerVicanvh‘i§ nation is his country, the TLS,A,
To this nation he owes undivided political allegiance: In legal patlance ..
he'is a “national” (citizén) of the U.S.A. He belongs, thongh, 'to ‘onié of L
a hundred or more natiopalities, To these, i he desires, he may maintain” :
a loyalty=aloyalty which should never conflict with his. political alles -
giance to his country, the U.S.A. The terms “loyalty” and “allegiarice” . -
are not synonymous, Our loyalties may be many, to our family, our kin;
our club, our” college, our ‘association of any kind. Qur allegiance is to
our country. ‘Allegianice is a political rélationship.- Loyalties need: nothe -t
political. In' this article the term nationality” means’ ethnic ‘group or* .
people or race, It is here used as a noun and not as'an attribute-or quali-
fication. The term. isdistinguished fom “niation” whichhere" denotes - -
the entire citizenry of a' countty; while “state” is a legal concept meaning” .
the ruling power of 4 countiy. ’ . S :

Tur doctrinie 6f “national self;detcnninatjonf",(more’acéupate_ly,,natioh-- st
ality self-determination)), that is;" the idea" that every ‘ethni¢ group has .
the right to'its own territory and independent political life; has provedto ;.
be impracticable and unrealistic'in ferritories inhabited by. heterogenous .-
ethnic groups. The sudden collapse during the First World War of the
two multi-nationality states, Czarist Russia and Austria-Hungary, seemed .-
to support the soundness of the' principle of nationality self-determina- -
_tion, Woodrow Wilson: sought to grant the same opportunities of. national

these-terms arc uwd*arbitrari]y,"thﬁfghf it is hoped, accurately, Anthro-
pologists have discovered no pure races in the civilized world. Yet there
are many peoples possessing a ‘substantial degree of ethnic identity, a
common history, a common language and a common culture, which, in
a practical sense, may be, and are, referred to as races, such as the Scotch,
the Irish, the Russians, Poles, Czechs, Serbians, Bulgarians, Germans,
lialians, the French, the Chinese, the Arabs, the Jews—to say nothing
of the countless other races in the Sovict Union, Asia and Africa, and

* C. A. Macartney, National States and National Minorities (Oxford University
Press, 1934), pp. 421-422.

\

development-to"as many European peoples as_possible, thus hoping’ to:
abolish dangerous. tensions, Where nationalities could not be set-up ‘as -
independent countries he sought to protect them against discriminationf :
at the hands of ‘the ‘ruling majority by_instituting Safeguards‘fqit:‘t\}le
minorities. But these safeguards proved to be only paper rights, ©°

* The Jews ate ‘a unique people. They are a duality of both people (race in the
popular sense) and xﬁigion. g’ct they have 'no common lang) age, Yiddish' is the
common tongue of Eastern European . Jews, and Ladino that of the Levantine -
{:cws. Hebrew, the ancient language of the Jews in Palestine before the Christian,
ira, continues as_the language of ‘studi; and prayer, Only. within . recent years
has it been revived as the vemacular in the Jewish community of Palestine and in
Zionist circles outside Palestine. : .
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The universal prevalence of the idea that nationality and territory
form a natural synthesis, is reflected in the controversy at present in .
the forefront of public interest between Soviet Russia and the Polish
Govermnment-in-Exile, with respect to the territory east of the so-called
Curzon Line that was forcibly appropriated by Josef Pilsudski in 1920,
This territory, relinquished by the vanquished Soviets, is now again a
subject of conflicting claims. The proponents of the claims of the
U.S.S.R. argue that because the ovenwhelming majority of the popula-
tion in that territory are White Russians and Ukrainians, the territory
properly belongs to Sovier Russia where these peoples constitute republics
of their own within the framework of the Soviet federated system. That is
a racesstate docrrine. This unhappy and dangerous dispute cannot be
satisfactorily settled unless the factors of the nationality or race of the
population are subordinated to the broader political and economic con-
siderations affecting Eastern Europe and perhaps the entire European
continent.’In an honest plebiscite the voters will probably be governed
less by consideration of nationality-loyalty than by the more natural law
of self-preservation—the desire for decent and secure livelihood whether
in the city or on the soil. The Treaty of Versailles called for a plebiscite
in four districts of Western Prussia and in the southern dist¥icts of East
Prussia. Although the territory was inhabited by Mazurians, a. Slav
people speaking a Polish dialect, in the plebiscite held on July 11, 1920,
the overwhelming majority voted for Germany because of economic,
religious and political considerations.

But the realities may rule out the holding of a plebiscite. The
U.S.S.R. will, no doubt, have an important, if not a'delermining,
voice in the ultimate decision because of the dominant position she has -
acquired and which will probably be enhanced at the end of the war.
Her stand will not, however, be governed by racial considérations even

though those considerations mi’)ﬁb'?fmachQvapMLathe,WOLMaﬁenality.—ButAthétmdent‘af‘historyr knows-that whereas the individ:

- ual's will-to-live s instinctive, nationality consciousness and loyalties are

claims. Says Professor E. H. Carr, an outstanding student of interna-
tional affairs:

The tradition which makes the drawing of frontiers the primary and most
spectacular part of peace-making has cutlived its validity. The idea that peace
can be established by shifting frontiers in.conformity with some fixed prin-
ciple or set of principles did duty at Versailles, and has failed. To repeat the
same process once more on the basis of the same or of other principles would
be futile and ho‘Pclcss, The urgent need now is to alter not the location, but
the meaning of fronticrs, The drawing of frontiers thus becomes a secondary
process, not only in importance, but in time; for it is impossible to have an

\

. above their folk or nationiality-loyalty or racial identity.- Our American *-

BEYOND “NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION"
intelligent opihiqn_oh the question how maj ifﬁox{ﬁers
where they shall run, ‘until we have first obtained’a clear
are going to mean.*. i oo o :

Race loyalties everywhere_have from time to time given way to eco’
nomic considerations: and “yeligious_ or- political convictions.* Such con="v 1
siderations have ‘prompted millions of people from’ many countries'and .
of many races to settle ini the United States and: to"become bone of the -
bone and flesh of the- flesh of 'América.f,Arg'rcat and-“powerful “country -
has been built; a whole continent hds been populated, precisely because .
human beings may place. the cause of freedom or economic’ incentive: -

State is neither a race-stite in -tluf. Eastern European ‘sense,'cpnsiéting-gif -

a majority nationality and many’ minority  nationalities, nor a state’ of
equal nationalities in the sense of the Soviet example:**. Orie of its most ™/
remarkable features -is a-decided: nevitrality toward ethnic” differences,” . - -
In the United States the individual and riof his nationality is the political " < =
unit. And though we would not be justified in-arbitrarily attempting to"’ -
impose the American - political conception. upon other countries, it is°
obvious that only somie’ such: conception of  the ‘state as ‘prevails “in -
our country, as: well as.in tbg othér democraciés in: Weste_rn» Europe - -
and ‘in the Americas, ‘must obtain inithe-rest of the world if decent
human relations are-to. be insured and permanent international’ friend-

ship and comity restored.

Trose who have had close and active interest in the minorities problem
cannot, -of course,; ignore the powerful rarc:e,(natibnality)l will-toJive™

among the ethnic groups in Eastern Europe—a will-toJive stronger. in
some ways than the “law of self-preservation” inherent in the individual
Men have been 'taught and: inspired to give: their Tives gladly for their

the result of education and social’ compulsion. - They become -basic

* E. H. Carr, Conditions of Peace (London: Macmillan and Co., Lgxnit;:d, 1942); B
P. 241. | N : N ‘

**The Soviet Unijon is not a race-state. Though ‘the integrity of cvery one of its
many nationalities is. safeguarded, no_ nationality enjoys. the rerogative of par-
ticular and exclusive identification with: the state.. The Union Ras many national-
itics but the majority-minorities destinction does not obtain. These nationalities
have no. real part in"the government. The actual government is the Communist
Party; its members belong to many nationalities, but the members. in’ ho ‘sense
represent nationalities, nor does any government official. : .
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elements in the mores of human association, but'théy are not instinctive
and indestructible. It is only in recent centuries that the modern nation-
states took form. They succeeded the feudal systems under which those
in fief had a personal relation to the feudal lord, which was, however,
in no’sense a relationship of nationality. Frequently, if not ordinarily,
the feudal lord and the people over whom he ruled were not of the same
racial strain. The French nobility, even in the days of the monarchy
preceding the Revolution, disavowed racial identity with the people of
France. The latter were mainly Gallic and Latin, the former were de-
scendants of the Germanic conquerors. Many kings in European coun-

tries have been foreigners. This was so even in England, where the -

monarchy was at one time Norman, more recently German.
Nevertheless, the sense of kinship, enhanced by common suffering

and humiliation to which minority nationalities were subjected over long®

periods of time, has been so strongly developed as to make nationality-
states appear as natural and immutable institutions. Because political
power in the hands of one large and strong nationality subjugated the
weaker nationalities, the latter have naturally sought political power in
order 1o regain their freedom. The intemnationally sanctioned doctrine
of national self-determination reinforced and intensified the nationalist
spirit. Moreover, actually there is no such thing as individual freedom
separated from association with others, especially those others who have
common social and cultural interests. To protect the cultural, religious
and linguistic rights of the individual necessarily means that the asso-
ciated rights of all persons who have a common culture, religion and
language must be protected. For these rights mean nothing unless they
are enjoyed in association. The problem, then, is to permit the preserva-
tion of the integrity of the nationality without Anvesting it with the
character and form of a political association. So ]cﬁig as it assumes such
form and character, the intolerable ma_j@;y@gﬁﬁc&stmcturer\vith
all itsinjustices; conflicts and i‘Tangers to internal and international Ppeace,
will continue to exist. The most effective way to nullify the political
character of nationality minorities is to tolerate, even foster, their cul-
tural freedom. This will remove the need for, and compulsion toward,
political activity. ,

Switzerland s likely to come to mind as a successful example of a
multi-national state. It furnishes a good illustration of the soundness
of our thesis, even though in the popular mind Switzerland is erron-
eously conceived as a state consisting of three political nationalities:

. R £ e e R G et e e

BEYOND “NATIONAL SEL ,
German, ‘French and Ttalian, It s trué ‘that these three ‘nationalities” 2
comprise virtually the entire Swiss population; But:they do'no constitate "
the Swiss State or; Confederation. ' The: Confederation i ‘made-up; of ::
twenty-two small states called cantons, in most of -which’ the -predomi-
nating population belongs to one of these three’ nationalities, These na
tionalities, however, ‘are nat political’ entities: The  inhabitants in-each:
state are:Swiss citizens, whose ‘political interests.are-expressed “as”indi
vidual citizens and not through-the nationality to which they happen-to

belong,  The  political issues “are 7ot “determined through. nationality
action. The representatives in the bi-cameral. Parliainent ate not ¢hosen
by the nationalities as_such; nor do the seven. members. of- the Federal
Executive, including the President and Vice-President of the-Swiss Rex- -
public, who are named by the Federal Par'liament,re_ﬂect,‘ip any sense,
identification with:the three. main nationality groups. Switzerland thus -

Britain, whose population is largely made up'of English; Seotch, Welsh
Great Britain, as in the T.S.A, -and other Western democracies .where
nationalities are less marked; the individual, not the natiomligy; is"the.
political unit.* " 7. . : R
THE racestate concept of:nazism may be: considered:as the latest and. -
most hideous outgrowth of the more tecent history- of nationality-states,
The core of nazism“is_ nationality. self-determination;’ It is encrusted,
moreover,withi- odious, " jrrational excrescences manifested: in’ the anti-

fallible symbol-called ‘the Firehrer) which destroyed the human person-

nationalities within"theorbit of “its.power. The Germans - themselves

provides a useful pattern  for. othér multi-nationality” counries. - Great + ~*

and Irish, likewise’ furnishies a practical pattern, In‘ Switzerland’ and'i,n.i'j.

Christian, “anti-Judaic; apotheosis of - the state: (personified in an'in- -

ality of the citizen and resulted in_ even ‘more monstrous abuses’ of other L

|———were-allmade the slaves-of the-pariy=2lire which- took "over the state,
The race doctrine created -two categories of slaves—one the higher, the -

so-called ‘Aryan; the g.jther,' thé lower; ~the_ éocal!ed' non-Aryan. ,The _
“Aryans” were given a few indulgences. denied to the latter; but. these
were largely fictitious prerogatives. The “élite” is:the master, ot the
German people. In the establishment of the nazi racestate, the seething ‘
nationalisms of Europe have found increasing justification for their - °

* “The existence of a more or less -homogencous racial or linguistic ‘group bound
together by 'a common tradition and the . cultivation of a commion - cu ture must

cease to provide a prima facie case for the setting up or the. maintenance: of an
indcpcnd‘z'nt “political unit.” (E. H. Cam, op. cit., p. 6a.
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chauvinism and racial bigotry. In the multi-nationality states of Eastern
and Central Europe, the state, interpreting “national self-determination”
as majority nationality self-determination, not only restricted the par-
ticipation of the minorities in the administration of public affairs, but
oppressed them cconomically and politically, and, as in the. case of
Poland with respect to the Jews, frantically sought their evacuation.
The very concepts of “national majority” and “national minorities”
N imply acceptance of the political theory of the race-state. If equal rights
are to be secured not only must the race-state idea be blotted out, but the
very concepts of “national majority” and “national minorities” must also
be abandoned.
- Nations and nationalities will, of course, continue to exist, but the
doctrine of “national self-determination” must be interpreted anew. The

territorial results of historic evolution, crazy-quilted though they be, must I

be faced as realities. Nationalities will have to remain scattered in d
ferent countries. Their culture and religion will have to be ungrudg-
ingly tolerated. But if they continue to possess the form and character
of political blocs, the vexatious problem of the rights of those differing
from the majority in race, language or religion cannot be solved. R
The suggestion covertly made from time to time since the outbreak
of the present war to solve the minorities 'p‘rob]em by interchange of
populations so as to bring all persons of a particular nationality into one
country, perpetuating the erroneous idea that the race-state is a natural
institution divinely ordained, would result in economic chaos and human
disaster. To the Saxon peasant of Transylvania his bit of soil is more
precious than the abstract sentiment of his being of German origin. He
would regard forced transfer to German soil as a calamity, as would the
Polish peasant in East Prussia were he forcibly transplanted somewhere
in Poland. The average human being even in Eastern European-coun-
tries, where nationalisms have been cultivated by propaganda into fanatic

|BEYOND. “NATIONAL SELEDETERMINATION" . "~ . p37° .
Until a. place is found. where the anhappy. Jews of Eijrope can go-and: get
a new start in life; free_of -unreasonable economic sanctions  and:a’ :
religious- and .racial hatred, the -fundamental’ causes  for anti-Semitism. will© -
continue in Europe.. 7 o R B

To imply, as he does;: that this peoplescattered’ hroughont Europe,..-. -
having no territory of their own; must leave Europe and settle elseivhere -
in a territory of, their own, is a:capitulation :jo. the race-state .ided. B (R
would lead to an even more revolting result, bad for. the Jews and bad * = -
for Europe=-capitulation to the Nazi theory- that. Europé must be made
judenrein. (Bad for Europe:because the Jews ateian indispensable ele-
ment in the-economy of Europe.) I human rights are to be testored-and - .
preserved, Jews, .too, must enjoy. the statis ofcitizens of ‘the tountries™". '
in which they dwell in" complete political equality- with all other:in-:.
habitants—as individuals, and. not ‘as mémbers of ‘a n _ria]_'mixibrity.

Tais proposal, to blot out. the: race-state” idea -anid to abolish the very . -
concepts of “national- majority” and “national ‘minorities,” will probably -+
be characterized by some “practical” statesmen or even b some students -

of history and political--philosophy- as unrealistic. It-will be- correctly .
argued that political -conceptions; and -systems_of govemment arethe
product of long evolution peculiar to each country or region, It will be
plausibly contended that the political structures of Eastern Europé can:

not and should not be-expected to yield to the political ::cor‘iceptions and. -

systems of government in Western Europe and the Western-Heinispher

It will not be easy, of:course, to bring about such radical changes. But
other long establishéd"poljtical- systems have been“changed rapidly,
usually by revohition; more or less violent,-as for example, by the eight:
eenth-century revolution'in" France; the twentieth-Century revolution in

" Russia, and the establishmént of fascism in Italy and nazism in Germany,

to say nqtbijxg_oLthe_(;reaﬁomdf_fconstimﬁpnal-govemmeﬁts-in—foﬁnetf4—

frenzy, is, in—t}wfﬁnal*analysis,*morc*chrﬁc’dTvﬁH‘gﬁﬁﬁ'g_fon and
security. First ordinary men want freedom from want and from fear,
thea freedom of religion and freedom of speech. Granted these four free-
doms, men will not fret much over the fact that the government is in
the hands of persons of other. nationalities.

The conception of the race-stite (nationality-state) has been so deeply
embedded in the consciousness of men, that it has become a habit of
thought even swith such a seasoned statesman as Senator Robert A. Taft,
who in addressing the U. S. Senate recently said: R

T e gy

 despotic monarchies ini-all the countries of Europe.

-Radical-changes in' the nationality type of political structure can be

effected by the peaceful means of international agreement at the time
" when the final decisions as to the new world order will be made.* ‘The

i *“The troubles of our day arise out of the modem conception of the national
‘[nationality or race] state; out of the identification of the political ideals of all the

inhabitants of the state with the national-cultural [nationq]ityfu]t}xral] ideals of ~ -
the majority in it. If once this confusion between two things which are.funda-

: mentally different can be abandoned,: there is no reason why the members of a
| score o?d'

ifferent nationalities should not live together in perfect harmony in the
same state, . . ." (C.' A, Macartney, op. cit., p. 450.) :
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fact that the changes will be drastic should not frighten us. To quote the
late Associate Justice Louis D. Brandeis: “If we would guide by the
light of reason, we must make our minds bold.”

_ Something in the nature of an international bill of rights must be
adopted for the- protection of all human beings as such rather than
their protection as either a majority or’a. minority, buttressed by inter-
national safeguards more effective than the guarantees of the Treaty

“of Versailles and collateral treaties. An international bill of rights,
though a substitute for minorities treaties, would go far beyond the pro-
tection of those belonging to minority populations. It would cover the
rights of all human beings, as persons, including those belonging to

majority populations. National self-determination should give way to

human self-determination.

Only an incorrigible optimist can view such a proposal as 3 simple

project. The exchange of an international bill of rights for the ¥national

self-determination” principle and the collateral principle of * nghts of
national minorities,” is beset by many political and juridical difficulties
and obstacles. But that should not cause despair. “The difficult is that
which takes a little time; the 1mpossxble that which takes a little
longer” (Fridtjof Nansen).

The traditional, hallowed doctrine of state sovereignty, long since
circumscribed by international conventions and treaties, should, by
international agreement, yield further to the more exalted- ethical-
religious ideal of the sanctity of the person, whatever be his racial
origin, religion, or political creed.

- sl e
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Hy dear Urx, Coneul Generals

 Mr, torrle D, Yaldvan and Mr, Jacob Lendau are plemning
to vieit Paragusy as representatives of the ‘Executive Connlttee
of the American Jewish Committee for the puxpose of ptudying .~

oertain refugee problems, ~ Mr, Valdran is Vice Chaixzan and
ir, landau a member of ‘thie Execu

 Thelx irip to Peraguay s vell as to cortaln others of
‘the American republics, bag -the approval of the ¥ar Refuges
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{B1zned) 3.9, Pehle

Jde Ve Pehle : :
Executive ‘Directer

Hr, Vi1ldan Vallace White'
Gobsul General of Pnraguay
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My dear ir. Consul Generals

Mr. Yorris D, Waldman and Mr, Jecodb Landau are planning to
visit Colombia as representatives of the Executive Comuittece of
the American Jewish Committee for the purpose of studying certain
refugee probloms; ' Lp, valdman is Vicoe Chalrman and l(r. Landau’a
meaber of this Executive Committees,

Thelir trip to Colombla, as well as to certain others of the
Amcrican republica, has the spproval of the War Refuges Doard;

and the Board would be deeply grateful for your sgsistance in
expediting action on theiv applioations for a visd to your ‘country,

Very truly yours,
(gign.ﬂ) J. ¥ fﬁhld
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Jde W, ?ehle .
Exeoutive Director
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Consul General of Ooloabia
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My dear ir. Coneul Genoraly

My, MHorris D, Vialdman and My; Jacob Landau are planning to
visit Eouador as reprosentatives of the Executive Committee of
the American Jewish Committee for tho purpose of studying certain
rofugee problems, ir., Valdman is Vice Chairman and Mr., Landau &
member of this Exccutive Committee, '

L

Their trip to Ecuador, a3 well as to cortain othsrs of the
Amorican republics, has the approval of the far Refugee Board,
and the Board weould be deeply grateful for your assiatangc in
expediting action on their applications for a visa to your
country, '

Very truly yours,

5 (Bigned) 3, W. Pehie
_do W, Pehle.

Executive Diréct.or_

Mr, Sixto Duran Ballen’. /
Consul Cenorsl of Ecuadsy
30 Rockefeller Plaaa

Haw Yorl: City, Nem York
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My dear Mp. Consul Generali

Myr. Morris D, Waldman and My, Jacob Landau are plamﬂng to
visdt Hexdco as represontatives. of the Exocutivo Gomniitea of::

the Americen Jewish Comnittce for the purpose of atudying cert.a‘ln :

refugce probless. Ip, ¥Waldran is Vice Chairmin and ‘ér. Landnu a

mopber of thin Executive Committee,

Their trip to Yexico, as well as to certain others 6f';£he !

imerlcan republics,. ws tho approval of the Var Refugee Doard;,
and tho Board would be daeply grateful for your assistance in
expediting action on their ap,:lications for a visa to your
country.

F

Very truly yours,

(B1gned) 7, W, Pehle -
de ¥, Pohle’ :
kxecutive Director .

Mr, Ricardo Gi 111"
Consul Oeneral. of Lexico”
70 ¥inc Street

Hem York City, Nesw York
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¥, David White

war Refugee Board
387} Treasury Building
Washington 26, Ds Ce

Dear Mr. Whites

/ - S
Enclosed herewith are the olippings you esked for last weeks  Sorry
sbout the delay, but it hes taken some time to compile thease. If -
you have no further use for them when they have. served your purpose, N
we should be glad to have you return them to us. However, 1f you
wish to keep them, it will be quite all right. : )

. Very truly yburs:. /

Seoretary to Richard C. Rothschild

Encle
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Date Iitle

February 22, 1944 = Ira Hirechmann named WRB Alde,

April 18, 1944 - _
April 19, 1944 - ¥ros U,5, Ports to Ald Refugees,ets,

April 20, 1944 - The Repcue of Purops's Jows,
4
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Telephone MUcray Hill 5-0181

/
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Presiden 386 FOURTH AVENUE
JOSEFH M. PROSKAUER NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

Chairman Executive Committes
JIACOB BYAUSTEIN

ABRAM CEIRUSS 0

Vice-Cbairman Executive Commitsss . “New- ?’wk ;
MORRIS D. WALDMAN - . Tos y,,,’p,g,,,',,,,, S
Chairman Admininirative Commises : - JACOB I KAPLAN
ALAN M. STROOCK Do BDUG;, ALxu A
Trearuter " ;EDWARD lAZANSKY
IRA M. YOUNKER . Brooklyn, N,
Associste Trearsurer “FRED LAZARY
NATHAN M. OHRBACH Columbiis,” Obio
Secretary

M. C, $10%55 .
VICTOR S. RIESENFELD - San Francisco, Calif. .-
Executive Vice-President ) HORACE STERN
JOHN SIAWSON . “Philadelpbis, Pd,
Assistans Secresary

| HENRY. WINEMAN -
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN . - D!llolt, Arfltb *

May 17, 1944

%

i Mr. I. M, Weinstein
War Refugee Board
263 Broadway
Room 801
New York 7, H. Y.

Dear Mr. Weinsteins . ) B - , Sl

In aocordance with our conversation on the phone & few minutes agg,:
I em sending-to-you-herewith thres 1is6s of dfstinguished. Americans
who have at various times identified themselv.ga with causes of this - -
sorts These lists have been printed by the National conferenoe of .

Christians and Jews, and I am gure you will. find them useful for your
purposes. :

Vory truly yours,

Richard C. Rothsohild
Director of Publio Relastions




"WE BELIEVE that nationdl policy should be sub|ec1‘ed to the wudes‘l' possd:le debafe.,

that in such- debafe any cn‘fempi' to plf rellglon agdinst rehglon -race agamsi’ race,

whomsoever made.

JAMES ROWLAND ANGELLY

ROGER W. BALOWIN
BRUCE BARTON ¢~

~ MARY McLEOD BETHUNE— -~ -~

LOBIS BROMFIELD L/
DOROTHY DUNBAR BROMLEY
FRANZ BOAZ ~

EDDIE CANTOR

JAMES B. CAREY

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
REY. HENRY SLOANE COFFIN
RABB] HENRY COHN

ARTHUR'H. COMPTON V'
THE RT. REV. WALLACE E. CONKLING

_MRS. JAMES P."CUMMISKEY
"BETTE DAYIS
THOMAS E. DEWEY
Y/ALTER DISNEY
V/ILL DURANY
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR.
RABBI JULIAN FIEBELMAN
MARSHALL FIELD V/
DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER
RABBI LOUIS FINKELSTEIN
MRS, JOHN FREHCH
LLOYD McKIN GARRISON
VIRGINIA C. GILDERSLEEVE
REY. L. V. GOEREL
RAEBI SAMUEL H. GOLDENSOM
RABBI HERBERT $. GOLDSTEIN
FRANK PORTER GRAHAM
VILLIAM GREEN v
CARLTON J. H. HAYES
HELEN HAYES
Y/ALTER HEAD

_RABBI JAMES G. HELLER
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
THE RT. REV. H. W, HOBSON

REY, HOMER-B-HENDERSON
FANNIE HURST S
RABBI_EDWARD L, {5RAE

-"HUGH S. JOHNSON *-

RABBI LEO JUNG

_FRIEDA KIRCHWEY'

LOUIS £ KIRSTEIN

SWILLIAM S, KNU
REV. JOHN. I.uFARGE

F. H. LaGUARDIA. |

" ALFRED M, LANDON
HERBERT H. LEHMAN

RT, REY. MSGR. LUIGI LIGYUTT
RABBI JOSHUA L. LIEBMAN.
LUCIUS LITTAUE

HENRY LUCE oo

HENRY NOBLE MacCRACKEN

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN

MINNIE S, MAFFET

THE RT. REY. WILLIAM T. MANNlNG
KIRTLEY MATHER

- MRS, RAYMOND MASSEY

MILDRED JAcAFEE
BISHOP FRANCIS J, McCQNNELL
KATRINA McCORMICK
ARCHIBALD MacLEISH

GEORGE MEANY

ROBERT 1. MILLIKIN V'

PHILIP MURRAY

WILLIAM ALLEN NEILSOM

THE YERY REY. M, J, O’'CONHELL
BASIL O'CONNOR v/

“EDWARD R: STETTINIUS, JR.
"ROGER'W..STRAUS = " -

HAROLD W SWIRT -

R RAYMOND GRAM SWING ‘/

NORMAN THOMAS

1RV THOMAS

 DANIEL'J. TOBIN® . %

i DOROTHY. THOMPSON - iVl

REV, ERNEST FREMONT TITTLE -~

“ LAWRENCE TIBBETT v

'THERT, REY. HENRY ST eeonse TUCKER

. -ROBERT F. WAGNER
WALTER WANGER
STHOMAS J. WATSON N\~

" LUTHER A: WEIGLE

ERNEST WEIR 7

WM. WESLEY WAYMACK
WALTER WHITE
WENDELL L. WILLKIE v
- MARY WOOLLEY




Y e Have Cleonly. Sewn
The. Aosuls. Gn. Othon. Democracios.

This statement signed ot the invitation of The
Mational Conferonce of Christians ‘and Jews,
381 Fourth Avenue, New York City,




'
i

“"We believe in one God, Creator and Susfamer
of the Universe. Though we havé:y varying views as

to the nature and content of God's more direct- .

revelation, we hold that He also manifests His

being, power, wisdom and love through His works -
and especially in the mind, wdl and personality

of man.

"We believe that the mind of man reflects,

though imperfectly, the mind of God, &nd we re=

ject, as a beirayal of human dignity, all attempts

to explain man in merely material terms.

"We believe that God's all ho!y will is the ulfi-
mate sanction of human morality and that man's
true freedom and happiness depend on his obedi-
ence to the will of God as known to him. We
reject all deferministic interpretations of man and

all reduction of his moral duties fo mere custom

or social adjustment.

"We believe that recognition of man's deperid:
ence—upon-God-is—essential -to- the  progress of:~ ~

true civilization; that nations, as well as individuals
are bound to acknowledge this; and that “education -

or social theories which-would state -man's:duties;

standards and happiness without reference fo God'
are doomed to failure. -

"We believe that God's fafherly providence’ ex- 7

tends equally fo every human being. -We reject
theories of race which affitm the essential superi-
ority of one-racial strain over another. We ac-
knowledge every man as our brother. ‘We respect
and champion his inalienable rights, and are defer-
mined fo do all in our power fo promote ‘man's
temporal and spiritual welfare as necessary con-
sequences of our duty to God.

"We believe the republican form of government
to be the most desirable for our nation and for
countries of similarly democratic fraditions.” Any
political forms, however, can’ bring liberty “and
happiness fo a society only when moral and refligious
principles are accepted and practiced.

"We believe, vith the founders of this republic,
that individual rights are an endowment from God,
and we reject, as certain fo result in the enslave-
ment of man, all deniels of this principle.”

Among the national signers are:

ZFRANCIS P, - MATTHEWS, = == %
Knights ‘of Columbus- . "7~ 7%

ERNEST. J. -MILLINGTON;
" HENRY MONSKY,

REV. HORACE R HOLTON
President, Mussuchus ]

BISHOP EDWIN. HOLT HUGHES -
Methodist Church
REV. EDGAR' DaWI'lT JONES .
Detroit, Mich. .

FATHER JOHN LaFARGE SJ
Associate’ Editor of America "
HON. ‘ALF M. LANDON,"
Topska, Kans:

'ALBERT. D. LASKER
New . York-City. -,

"RABBI FELIX A; LEVY. S
Chicago, " lif: .

RABBI JOSHUA LOTH LIEBMAN

Boston, Mass, -

PRES. ' JOHN: C. MACKAY. L
Princaton -Theological _Seminary

PRES. DANIEL L MARSH, . - L

Bostan University .
PRES." HENRY 'V, MASTERS
Albright College* -

RT; REV.. WM. T, MANNING -
Bishop, - Episcopal- Church: -

RAYMOND - MASSEY, -
“Now-York City. .

- BISHOP FRANCIS - J; McCONNELL.

Meihodlsf Chureh .0

PRES. HENRY: ‘NOBLE. MacC CKEN
- Vassar: College -~

Ex-Pres.,” Northern . Baphsf éonvenilon

President,” B'nai- -B'rith
PRES, :JULIAN MORGENSTERN

Hebrew Union Col!ege .
PRES, FELIX MORLEY,

Haverford College |
CHARLES" CLAYTON MORRISON

Editor, Chrlshun Cen!ury
LOUIS MOSS : :

t, United ‘ gogus of America

PRES JOHN :w. NASON.

Swarthmore  College
RABBI. LOUIS | 1. NEWMAN,

New York City
PRES. JOSEPH F, 'NOON %N

State Teachors Colloge, ™ Stroudtburg. Pe
BASILYO'CONNOR,

No}‘ Yoik City -
CLARENCE -PICKETT,

Amorican Friends Servico Commlﬂoe
FATHER A, H) POETKER, S.J.

Exoc. Doan,: University * of - Detroit
REY. DANIEL A. POLING,

Chrlstian Endesvor- Socloly
RABBI DAVID: dnSOLA POOL,

New York' C
REV. WII.LIAM "BARROW ‘PUGH, ’
Stated Clark, Prasbyterian Church, U.S.A,




Brotherhood.. of “Sleeping
PRES. GEORGE W. RICHARDS,
Theological Seminary of Evangeli

{ % Re-
formed Church . i
FATHER T. LAWRASON RIGGS,
Yale University
REV. EDGAR F. ROMIG,
New York City
JAMES N. ROSENBERG,
New York City
FATHER J. ELLIOT ROSS
Charlottesville, Va.
RT, REV, MSGR. JOHN AI RYAN,
Catholic University of America
GOV. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
State of Massachusetis
RT. REV. WILLIAM SCARLETT,
Bishop, Episcopal Church
WILLIAM J. SCHIEFFELIN,
New York City
ROBERT, E. SHERWOOD, R .
New York City .
PRES. GEORGE N, SHUSTER,
Hunter College
MRS. HARPER SIBLEY,
Rochester, N. Y.
REYV. THOMAS GUTHRIE SPEERS,
Baltimore, Md.
FATHER EDWARD V. STANFORD,
Yillanova College
ROGER W. STRAUS,
co_(‘L tH 'L] ' | Confar
MRS. ARTHUR HAYS SULZBERGER, .
New York City )
{ CHARLES P. TAFT,
: Cincinnati, O.
FATHER JOSEPH F. THORNING,
Mt St. Mary's Collogs ~ ~ B
REV, ERNEST FREMONT TITILE,
Evanston, 11,
RICHARD M. TOBIN,
San Francisco, Cal, .
MAYOR MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Boston, Mass.
HON. MATTHEV/ J. TROY,
Brootlyn, N. Y.
BISHOP RAYIMOND J. WADE,
Moethodist Church
RT. REV, BENJAMIN WASHBURN,
Bishop, Episcopal Church - -
ERNEST T. V/EIR,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
RABBI JONAH B. WISE,
New:York City
DEAN LUTHER A. WEIGLE,
Yelo Divinity School
MARY E. V/OOLLEY,
Wesiport, N, Y,
PRES. HENRY M, W/RISTON,
Brown Univanity
RT, REV. MSCGR, PETER M. H, WYNHOVEN,
Prosidant, Coathofic Press Association

t

e

e

. to differ, may easily “obsciira  the breadth of -the
area of agresment among the three faiths in'those. -
religious principles upon “which Arerican_institu- P

. The! Naffqnal Conference of Christians and. Jews.
from-its beginnifigin 1928, has uphsld the pririciple
of-religious liberfy..Wifh»fhevjrighf of individual$ and’
groups to- differ; 7 ir }

The 'confe"fen’ce'rdc;és/t}lbrf.s'ég u ffor}hify,gf, o
ligious belisfs or any lsast cémmon multiple of faith;
It does not believe that its ‘goal -of -justice;.am

understanding and cooperation: among” Protestants,
Catholics and Jews: can.be’ reached: by weakening <
the distinctive: loyalties and: beliefs of ifs' members. T

1t does not hiold ‘that. "'one religiosi-is as 'good as .

another.” o A
Emphasis upon differencas, however; and tha righ

tions rest.

Victory for oﬁ‘)‘\meﬁcéh* way of Iif ideﬁa'ndé

that' we preserve intact the “Judaeo-Christian  re-
ligious tradition. 5. LR

The statement “that . f«:)llov'"'svl

reaffirms the loyalty of the signers to-their distinc:

. Yive religious convictions, but. emphasizes-also “cer- -

tain basic convictions” which they sharein

- "We. 1hé urdersigned individuals. of: the Profes- B
tant, Catholic and-Jewish: faiths, Viewing the pres.:

eent.. catastrophic _ results- of - Godlessness " in- the

world” and: facing - the - fact that: our -country is’at -

war, realize the necessity-for sfressing those spiritual.

" truths which we hold ‘in:¢ommon. \We therefore af-

firm the following féndamental religibusrbeliefs. We
believe these_ convictions are important fo every
religious person, and are’ the spiritual foundation
of ‘our national life, BRI

"As Catholics, Jews and. Profestants, we assert

again our abiding loyalty fo our respective religious
- convictions, We recognize differerices in” many im-

portant beliofs. The following statement is;" there.

- fore, not a profession of faith. 1o’ b considsred

sufficient, or.complete by any of us, but an expres.
sion of cerfain basic convictions which we share.

d in-all.the ssociations ‘with . = ©-

,srignéa E:y' several .
hundred-clerical and: lay leaders’ of the_three faiths - -
across -the . country. and. issued: in. Fébruary,- 1942,




TO : Hr, Berld“
FROM t J, Vi, Pghle

SUBJEQT Proposed Tour of Latiﬂ Amerioa by Howvris D.
Waldman’ and Jacob Landau’ of the Ixecutive
Commilttee of the Ameridan’Jewlsh Committee.

The Board understands that Mr. Morris D. Valaman,
Vice=Chairman and Hr. Jacob Landau, a member of the
Executive Uommittee of the American Jewich Committes,
have aprlied for the validatlon of their Amerioan pAfge
ports to permit their travel to the other Ameriocan re-
publies, except those in Central America. The purpose
of the trip la to study the sltuation of Jewish refu-
gees 1n these gountries with the aim of assisting them
to adJust themaelves to thelr new surroundings, and it
may, therefore, prove of value to the Board in 1ts
vork of saving refugees. Lt

The intended itinerary of Hessrs. Valdman ‘and
Landau includes: lexico, Fanama, Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru, Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela
and Cuba. They would 1ike to begin thelr travel, whioh
will be of three to four months' duratlon, just as soon
ag thelr passports, visas, and permiseion to leave the
Unlted States can be obtalined,

. 1 should greatly appreoiate any asslstance you can
give toward expefiting the issuance of their passports

. and thelr permité to leave tho linited Btates.

ﬁ‘i’?!thlod) Joe W By

'y 4

g0 .6 L.

UBtandish/USargoyilem/ah 5/11/U44

v

LoD B E-5




To American Diplomatic and Consular Officdrs
in the American Republicst

Sirss

Thie will introduce Mr, Jacob Lendau) & represents~
tive of the Executive Committee of tho imerican Jemish Com-
mittee, The Board has approved his tour to the American
republics and hopes that you will lend him all appropriate
asgistence in the cf;xdnct. of his mission, -

Very truly yours,

J. V. Pehle
) Executive Director

N

' % ASK —
uStandishtjth 5-10-

add . a2




To Ameriean’ Diplomatic and Consular Officers
in the funerican flepublios:

siret

This will introduce Ur. Korris D. Waldmen; Vice-Chair-
man of the Exeoutive Committee znd a—mpresmﬁa@iﬁ&bfip _7' e
American’ Jewish Committee, The Board has appm\;;d his tour to
the kaeriden republics and hopss that you wiil lend him a1l
appropriate asaistance in the conduct of his intosioh.

Very t.mly yours,

Je Vi, Pehlﬁ
Fxecutive Dircotor.

Y sk 9—

u,%amiamafh 5-20-4




LATIN AMERICAN CONSULATES IN NEW YORK“ ' -

ARCENTINA
CONrado TYBVBYEOese:ossecsssscsnsssssncacsd chkgfellet; Plgza ’
m E
Alfoneo Gres.......:;'............_..........9 Rockefeller Plasa
Lule TANAYOsessssessssvsnssasoasssrsnssess?l Font Strect
CUBA .
Roberto Hernandez y GAYclBesesessseessssss 500 Fifth Avenue
. A A
£1%to Duren BalleNeseesessseeesssrsssessssi0 Fockefeller Flaza
Ficardo Ge Hilleesescesseisssccssscenaness70 Pine Street
) 7.1.1.513 v
Roberto de 1a GuardiB.eececscsescncassesss30 Rockefolvlerrl’l’aza
EARAGUAX
¥illianm Wallace Fhiteesceesresrseasssaness347 Hadison Avenue

_VFmﬂciﬁco Pardo de Zela,.... esvssssonsell Rookefallor cﬁnwr

Moy,

BEUGUAY
£antiago Fivae, thccooooooooqor 33---....17 Battery Place

Fleagar uorri’moullccloou-..ooo-on-'nb-voclg Lector &ireet :




Hay 4, 1944

/ b
Passport Division %
Department of State
winder Building
Washington, D. Ce

Dear’ 8irs:

Ur. Morris De Weldman end l¥r. Jacob Laxlzdau respectively Vioce Chairman
and member of our Exeoutive Committee have buen requested to visit:a .-

numbor of Latin-Amerioan sountries. for the purpose of studying the -

situation of refugees, victims of Axis terroriem, and elso advise with--

the looal responsible Jewish organizations in those. countries on their
philanthropio educationel end religious problems.. .

The countries they desire to visit are as followss

Mexico, Panama, Columbia, Eouador,. Pery, Chile,
Argontim. Uruguay, Paraguay, Venezyels and Cuba.: :
They hope to oomplete the task within three nonths but are prepared to

remain en sdditional month if necessary. - They plan to start on their
trip on or about May 24th. :

ve shall sppreciate your early approval of their epplication for pasi--'
portse

Respeotfully yours,

4 /’
John Slawson )
Exeoutive Vioe~Prenident




Telephooe MUrray Hill 5-0181

i /
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Presidens
JOSEPH M, PROSKAUEER
Césirman Execorive Compiities
JACOB BLAUSTEIN
Vice-Chairman Executise Committes
LORRIS D. WALDMAN
Chairzan Administratice Comemities
ALAN M. STROOCK
Tresurer
1A M. YOUNKE?
Associass Tresinrer
NATHAN 2. OHRBACH
Seceersey
VICTOR 5. RIESENFELD
Execsrive Vice-Presidens
JOHN SIAWSON
Astistans Seceetary
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN

386- FOURTH AVENUE-
NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

ABLE ADDRESS “WISHCOM, NEW YORK"

Honorary Vice-Prasidents

IRVING. LEHMAN
New York
ABRAM 1, ELKUS

New York .

" Vice-Presidents
JACOB J. KAPLAN
Boston, Masn,

EDWARD LAZANSKY
Brooklsn, N, Y.

FRED LAZARUS, Je.
Columbus, Obio

M. C. S105S
San Frantisco, Calil,

HORACE STERN
" Pbiladelphia, Pa,

HENRY WINEMAN

M&y 4, 1944 Deiroit, Mich,
» o

Dear Mr. Stendish;

¥r. Larday and I found it necessary to cut our visit. to Washing-
ton short. Ve had no opportunity to read the paspers you wers
kind enough to entrust to us until we got on the: train. “We .
found them exceedingly interesting though not very encouraging.
Your own memo iz a keen appraisal of the situation and a sound

construotive proposal. ¥e herewith_return them with our heatty
thanks for being permitted to ses them.

Yie have both filed our application for passport and will appre=-
clate your keeping me informed of progress. We are prepared to

spend & good pert, if necessary the whole of next week, in the
necessary follow-up, ‘ : '

Vith many thanks for your very helpful and generous cooperation,
I am

\

Faithfully yours,
/ .
Aord lrekuiay

¥r. Miles Standish
War Roefugee Board

U.8. Troasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Fnoe.

A
5
i




Telephooe MUrray Hill 5-0181

4 s
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTER
Prasidess 386 FOURTH AVENUE - Ho‘no’u’r’y Vi:&Prul‘lnli ® ‘:, ‘

NEW UIRVING. LEHMAN . =
Cbhaitman Execstise Commitiss YORK 16, N. Y. - . - New York R :
JACOB BLAUSTEIN ABRAM .I. ELKUS . |
Vice-Chsirman Executizs Commitses : o NesYerk ot L i
1AORRIS D. WALDMAN - VicePrisidents
Chairpsan Adminissistivs Commities . Ura o L KAP N: B
ATAN M. STROOCK 2 - ; Comon, Magp, o '
Treassrer "EDWARD, LAZANSKY R :
12A M. YOUNKE? Brooklys, N. Y, | i
Associce Treaisrer FRED LAZARUS, Ir. - : X 1
NATHAN 8. GHRBACH Columbus, Qbio RPN

Secresary
VICTOR S RIESENFELD
Exgcutise Vice-Presidens
JOHN SLAWSON
Asristans Secretary
* HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN

- - M, C. 5LOSS -
San Frantisco, Calif.
HORACE STERN
Philadelphia, Pa.
HENRY WINEMAN
Derross, Mich,

March 24, 1944

Dear Mr. Lesser: o _ ] i i

N 1 was extremely sorry not to have been able to talk
to you when you called this morning.

1 vint to thenk you for the effort you have:made in
our behalf and hope you will keep us informed on
future developments.

Sinaerely yours, ; N
7. . % N : \
< ‘ :

C—""  Max Gottschalk’
Director, Overseas Dep't.

i Yr, Lesser
%\ War Refugee Board
Washington 26, D, C.

MGsR3
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Telephone MUy Hill 50181

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMIT

Presidens
JOSEFH M, PROSKAUEE
Chairmaen Execstive Comosities
JACOB BLAUSTEIN .
Vice-Chsirman Executise Coramifes
MORRIS D. WALDMAN ™
Chairmsn Adminisirative Corsmittes
ALAN M. STROOCK

386 FOURTH AVENUE "

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

TER'(

l ‘%ﬂw Vg'z‘o-}’_lu‘l'dm‘t;»:(_, S ‘;
e AR i

g MV{#&PI”HMII T
A TOET AT

Avthority .

B

Ini“-al Néw Yor,

- --Bostos, Mass. . -'"-'-
Treainrer EDWARD LAZANSKY ~“° - ¥ “fi
IRA M. YOUNKER _ — Brooklyn, NJ'Y.,~ -
Associsse Treassrer TFRED LAZARUS, I5.
NATHAN M. OHEBACH Columbus, Obio
Secresary

VICTOR 5. RIESENFELD
Execstise Vice-Presidens
JOHN SIAWSON
Assistans Secratary
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN

. M. C.°§LOSS
San Frandisco, Calif,

HORACE STERN'
Philadelpbis, Pa.

HENRY WINEMAN

e . R Desroir, Mick, - - -

i V
March 23, 1944 , ﬂ

Dear Mr. Pehle:

In view of the recent developments in Hungary, the
Amerioan Jewish Committee sent a telegram to. Seore=. ) P
tary Hull today, a copy of whiech is enclosed, - o f}

In the same ocomeotion, I wonder if it would be -
possible for you to tell us to what-extent you have .
been able, through neutral channels; to negotiate

with the Nazis for the release.of the Jowish: popula~ - -
tions in the occupied territories. ' )

Sincerely yours,

Max Gottsohalk’
Direotor, Overseas Department

\ Ur. J. ¥ Pehle
3 Aoting Exeoutive Director o .
Tlar Refuges Board E :

Yiashington 26, D. Ce

YGRS
Eno.
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COPY

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
386 FOURTH AVENUE T NEWYORK

Maroh 35, 1944 '

HON. COMELL HLL , T
SECHETARY OF STATE 7
DEPARTUEET OF STATE | &
WASHINGTOH, D. C. : ¥

THE RECENT AMD CONTINVING NAZI INVASION ACTIVITIES IN mHmY HAVE PUT'ALIIOS!
ONE MILLION JEWS IN DRINERT DANGER OF EXTERONATION. THE NOST mm)m'm.r
AVAILABIB METHOD OF PREVENTING OR LESSENING TYPICAL NAZI MASS uumms 18 !0

_INSTILL AMORG THE NAZIS AND THEIR COLLABORATORS THE FEAR OI" POST WAR RE!RIBUTIOH

FROM THE VICTORIOUS UNITED NATIONS. WE THEREFORB RESPECTRULLY m ‘URGENTLY
ADVISE THE ISSUANCE OF A JOINT STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT Roossvst.r, I’BIIB unsrsn
CHUROHILL AXD PREMIER ETALIN BMPEATICALLY REAFFIRMING Pmsvzws Pumss oF. m.L
FUNSHMENT FOR ALL THOSE GUILTY OF INITIATING OR PARTICIPATING IN TNHOMAN rnxu- '
MEWT OF OIVILIANS. WE EARNESTLY FEEL THAT SUCH A STATEMENT MAY SXVE NANY BN
LIVES IN HUNGARY, LAST REMAINING LARGE CENTER OF -JEWISH POPULATION IN EUROPE.

JOSEPH M, PROSKAUER, PRESIDENT

GEORGE Z. MEDALIE, CHATRMAN
OVERSEAS COMMITTRE

MQ},{YW JEWISH COMMITTEE
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/d:pbane MUrmay Hill 50181

THE AMERICAN ]EWISH COMMITTEE

Presidens
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386 FOURTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Pehle;

Haroch

15, 1944 -

JACOB 3. KAPLAN -
HBoston, Mass,

- EDWARD 1AZANSKY

Braokiyn, N: Y.

TURRED LAZRRUS, T

Columbus, Obio
M. C. 510SS$
San Franciséo, Calif.
HORACE STERN

Pbiladelphbis, Pa.

HENRY WINEMAN ‘

Dasroit, Mlcb

It is only beczuse I am now epgaged in -
disous/ing the question of poSt-war repatriftion of :

refugeés that I take the liberty of asking you to The_

kind enough to snswer the letter I addressed to.you.
on that subject on February 16, a copy of whioh is

enclosed.

I realize how busy you are:but I hope

you will be able to let me have. the desired information.r

\ Mr. Ji V. Pehle

Acting Executive Director

War Refugeo Board
Washington 25, D.C.

mg:lh
enc.

Sincerely yot_n"s, :

e

v
* Max Gottsohalk

Director, Overseas Dep't.




£ AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE S .
5 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK - -

ft

February 15, 1944

Dear Mr, Pehle:

From recent statements I understand that the
United States Goverument has given a guarantee to Switszera
lend and Sweden that the refugees now in these ocountries
would not remain there after the war. May I ask you for
the text of this agreement.

Would it meen that Germans would bs compelled
either to return to Germany, or if they came from France, for

‘ exsmple, where they had found previous refuge, would they be

permitted to return to France? If so, has there been any :

agresment with countries like France to that offect?

- I should eppreciate hearing from you at your :
earliest convenience, - . ]

Sincerely yours,

(sgn) Mex Gottsohalk

o,

Mr. J. W, Pehle

Aoting Executive Director
War Refugee Board N
Washington 26, D.C.

wgslh

¥




WAR DEPARTMENT LR B

WASHINGTON, D.C. : /-'I’”g Aug 0f1ty TR T
IR Fl/es
) - /

MARG 1944 -

Mr. John Pehle, &
Assistant to the Seoretary, i - :
Tressury Department, ' ) Ef
Ylashington 25, D. C. o , S

Dear Mr. Pehle.
Inclosed, for your information, is a copy - of a ’

7
letter dated March A4, 1944, from Mr. Jacob Blauatein,

Chairman of the Ame:ltican Jewish Committee, and reply
thereto prepared on the basis of a ,trelephpne conyqre-

sation between your office and the Civil Affairs

Division on March 7, 194k, . -~
: Sincerely yours.

WW

uiss E. C. Neary,
Personal Secretary: to
the Secretary of War,

2 incls. A -
Inel 1 - ¢y of ltr, Belimlily Y
from Mr, Blaustein i .
Incl 2 ~ reply to Ur. Blaustein




llaroh 8, 19“. .

M¥r. Jacob. Blaustein,

Chairman, American Jewish. Gommittee,
American Building,
~Baltimore,. ‘Marylsnd,

. Dear. Mr;-Blausteins : S

I have your letier of March 4th in which you
ask permission to quote in the next issus of. the -
American Jewish Committee’s bulletin Colonel Stimsonfaw

- .letter. to you of February 19%h vith reference “to:

. ,orention of the .War Refugee Board. - | .. i

R ¢ have balked with Colonel: Stimson a.bout—‘:yo’m" :

) requasf. and, while there is no objection 4o the rublication :
" of anything contained in his latter to-you, he feels that -
such publication Would nevertheless. lead to numerous similar

-Tequests which should not be.granted at: this time when the ..
program of the War Refugee Board is still in the formative
stage, . For thig reason he would prefer that you refrain

from quoting hias letter in your. bulletin.

Yory aincerely yours,

Secretary to the
Secretary of War.

ces Mr, John Pehle,
) Acting Executive Directog,
War Refugee Board,

HEMO FOR RECORD: Mr. Pehle wap contactsd by 'phons 7 Mar 44 to
ascertain if there would be any objection on bshslf of the War u

ee Board to quoting the subject letter in the Amerioan Jewish: .
co ttee Bulletin, He stated there were no objections if the ..
Secretury of ¥War was favorable to the request,

| “eon/dls




JACCB BT AL ‘SI‘EI I\

Yarch: 4, 1944

Yiss E. C. deary, Sgcreiary t

Hon. nenry L. Stimson, Socretary of Var,
Wiar Department, :
: Viaspington, D. C.

vy dear Hiss Heary:

It nas been quite a while since I last saw you, and-I-hope all continues.
fine with you, : AU B

ks: you furdoubtedly know, Colonel Stimson re Dlled on "(:brlln!‘J 19, 1944
to my letter of February 12th in which I expressed the gratification-
of the_hmerican Jewish Committee at the creation:of the-War Refugee-: .
Foard and the fact that he is a meamber of it, « - SR -

Yy as soc;ate officers of the Comnittee aonreclate the Secretar.,r's broad
apprgach %o the situation and would "1ke to quote hls reply in tne pext
issue of_ the Commiti ea'" Pulletin,

¥nile Lolonel Stimson in dll likelihosod wi: 11 nave rio ob,,ectlon toruhls 3

J nevertheless want to take the precauiicn of:first checking, as neither :
ne nor I had it in mind when we wrote each other.. And that 1s the purpose . -
of tpis letter, I

Pleaze be godd enough to let.me know as soon as you can whether 3t will be - -
agreeable to Colonel Stimson for the Committee to guote his letter, I . N
think it would serve goud purpese all around, - On-the other hand, if He :
would rather this not be done, it, of écurse, will not be.

Sinéérely,

; /s/ J. Blaustein ‘ o .




nlroiy piouss

rafer to 195

’@Mntchht;iugrf 2-28-44

£y

L B

ka you for your letter of l?ebrm-ry 19,
1944, transmitting. ;optn of:& letter from.Jace
Che - merican sh: Go

Ao ng Exoonun Dinetor

Konorable:}{enry L, Stimsen,: - - et .

Sacretury of ¥ar,

w




In reply plesse
- refer te:

1985

Dgaxr Mr, Blaustein:

+-Your:-1etter of February 12, 1944. ‘30° the™ Soerotary
of ¥ar eoncerning the new Unr Rofugee B rd hu b n rotorud
to: this office, =, i | N o ]

 Your-interest in-the President?s dev’ prognn of holp
to the poraecuted ainorities of Purops is gratifying, 1 assure -
you that ‘every sffort will: be made to° ré.lin “Yhe’ objnctivu ot
our Oovoment in the 'stab ahn

The cooperat n . and prof: rod. assistance’ of yonr organ- 77

ization in the vork' of the Board’ are sincerely a] prochhd

Yery truly;yonrul, e

(Signea) J. W Pehle
D gy, pee
Asting Kucnuvo Diroctor

Mr, hcob Bllnﬂcin.
Chatrmen, - ~ :

Amsrican Jouuh Oomttu,

Amsrican Building,

Baltimors, Haryland, B, .

&[ﬁ nBKut chisoni néaﬂ 2-23-44

i

I Y
| 1 ]

il
i
i
i
!




& -

o

WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

FEB 19 1944

Mr. John Pehle,
hssistant to the Secretary,
Treasury Department, &
Washington 25, D, C

Dear Mr, Pehlet

I am pleased to inclose a copy of a letter dated
February 12, 191.4,7 from Hr, Jacob Blauste.in, -Ghairm'an
of the American Jewish Commi ttee, tendering the ‘ger-
vices of his organization and of himself to the War
Refugee Board. For your information, I also -inclose ‘
a copy of my reply to Mr., Blaustein. V

F
Sincerely yours,-

Voo L 55—

Secretary/of Var.

2 Incls.
Incl 1 - Cy of ltr 2-12-44
fr Mr, Blaustein
Incl 2 - Cy of reply to Mr.

Blaustein
N I T Y
f 1 1 1~ |

FILIN[} AUIHQEITY e b
Ic'ail & Files
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Inel 1 = Oyoxlha-lznu -

fr Mr. Blaustein -

Inelzc-Cyotnplytoh-.~
Blaustein
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JACOB BLAUSTEIN

srican Duild'l_ng ‘ ) ; ' .

Baltimore, ld.

Fe‘ui*uary 1'2'7, : 19/,4 7

Honorabvle ienry L. Stimson,
Secretary of Var,
flar: Departnert, -

-Wushington, D.C.

Dear Col, Stimson:

The creation of the iViar Refugee Board by the Eo:ecutive ST

Order issusd by President Roosevelt is, in By op:.nion, =
the most construcitive step yet:taken in thé 'direction.:
of rescuing Jews: and other nersecuted minorities from
Hazi-sdominated areas -« ‘and I 'am happy," ir\deed, that.
you are a member of ‘that’ Board‘

Ap vou r.ay Lnow, 1 am f‘haxrman “of tne Amari can Jewish
Com:as.ttne which is the oldest and I. believe, the leading '~
orgamization in this country dealing with world-wide:
Jewi.sh questions. If there is-anything the Cowmmittee

or I can do to further the plans of ‘the*War Refugee
Board, please let me knows Ve are eager to cooperate

in every poisible vay. SRS P S

I hope you dare in fine A1ealth, A with cont:.uued admiration

for the great’ job you are doing,

- Sim:erq;ﬁf

/a/ Jacob
By




e

+ Jagob Blaustein, - o
i Chalrman, American Jewis
Anerican Pullding,

. Baltiwors, Marpland, .,

Dear - Jagobs

Thank you for your friendly letter of February 12, 1944, ..

Your idnd conments on.my recent sppolntment as & menber of . ,

the War Refuges Board and the genersus offer of the Aneriean -
Jevish Committes and yoursslf o be of all possible assistanse L

to the Board in sccomplishing its {m-’ionprfdiipwfipﬁip;

oiated,

As & meober of the Boand
effort will be radse; consiste
policy of unconditional surre

5 I want to sssure you that owy
nt with mdlitary nacessity, and the-
nder, to alleviate the hardehips

At the pressut time the work of the War Refuges Board is

8till in the formative s .

It is hoped that we will soon

be enmbled to tura to good use the proffered services of sush

organisations ss yours with ¢

heir world-wide interest in the

relief ‘of all .oppressed peopless I have no doudt that the
praotical experiences of the American Jovish Comaities will

prove of great benefit to the

War Hofugee Board, In the meane’

time, I am pleased $0 hand your letter to ifr, John Pehle,
Assintant to the Secrstary of the Tressury and Asting Exeeutive

BENRY L. STIMSON

Secretary of War,

- ot il "
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Dear Mr slmom

!our letter. ut rohnury 18,

Acmotebtadntmm

' ,hubnnroooiwd

- prograa for tbwmmmﬂ'lmmim&”ii T e
the matters we

£ conudouuan. .

Slawson, -
Rxscutive mo-?rui.dnt, :
.fhe: Asericen Jewish' oa-Mm,
1386 Pourth Avemus,: -

'ln!orklb, "

Bhoe, 0 L:

FHodelshd 2/22/44

19“, mleuu
m MM1 i




388 FOURTH AVENUEV e
NEW YORK IB N,Y

- Hmwmq Vka?mldmu o
mvma LeHMAN. m-\'m.'n Y, s T
) A"RAMI m(us '_ Ne-\'m.n Y.

Presidens ~ .

JOSEPH M. FROSKAUER Hew York. N. Y.
Chairman, General Committee .
JACOB BLAUSTEIR Baltimare, Kd.

Chalrman, Administrative Committee .
ALAN M. STROOCK Hew York H. Y. Vice ] Pmumu e
Treasurer LESSING 4 ROSENWALD, ?Mildﬂphll,i’

1RA M. YOUNKER HewiYork, H. Y. -
"CARL J, AUSTHIAN NG' ‘!crl, " V

Associate Treasirer. - .
NATHAH M. OHREACH -, Nes Yok, N.Y.

Executive Vice-President L uuzsu BECKER ©
_ MORRIS D, WALDHAN-. . : o

“MONTE M, LEMANK. -7 New Oflesns; i, -1~
N Assistant Secretary R - R L SHEN I . -
I = -~ —HARRY SCHNEIDERHAN e S e RS H, STEINMARY - Sh Faangliio Cat T n e

‘February 18, ;19441 2

Dear Mr. Pehle:

We welcome your -invitation to submit a statement to help you 1n formu- : :
lating a progrem of notivity fox' “the War Refugee Board. .

In April 1943 the ;American Jewish Commit’aee, a8 a oonstituent body ot‘ .
the then existing Joint Emergéncy Committee -for European Jovileh Affairs,-
actively partieipated in drawing up a memorandum for 'submission to the
Bermuda -Conferencde. The prinoiples and program of that Joint Emergenny

The potential role of the Nazi-satellite countries is, 10We
greater today than it was g 1ittle:less than a year: agoe. There ‘are some
indications that Hungery, for. ‘example, has been attempting b0 lay up a’
treasure of gpod works against the day of reckoning, when she hopes - to ba
able to mitigate the severity of-her treatment by proof that while still
in the war as Germany's ‘ally she gave asylum to Jews. fleeing Poland ‘and.
Slovakiae. I% 13, therefore, possibla that: pressure on the satellito
countries may now be exeroised %o good advantage. -

’ The Amrican Jewish Committee was organized in 1906 largely "o prevent
the infraction of the oivil and religious rights of Jews in any part of
the world." Ve are in falrly olose contaot with similar orgenizations
abroad, especially the Anglo-Jewish Associatiion and the Jewish Coloniza-
tion Assoolation in England, the Alliance Israelite Universelle, now in
Algeria, and the South African Jowish Board of Deputies. - For the futurs;
we expect our relations with the Alliance Israelite Universelle to be ’
particularly profitable, Its looation, tradition-and personnel, Rend Cassin
and René Mayer of the. French National Committee of ILiberation are officers -
. X lead us to expeot that the Alliance will btabla to furnish espeoially
: ) valuable information.




Mr. J. W. Pehle-

Ve are also in touch with leading manbers o!‘ t Jewish communities in
South Amerioca and other parts of the world,. -It was suoh souroes pf in
formation that told us.about the few ‘thousand-. Jews ‘of" Turk:lah nationa,
and Jews vith Paraguayan passports still in Franoe,” who .could ‘be. Baved:

from deportation: by having the: Turklsh end Paraguayan: governments regog= ..

nize their- natlonality and: the vuhdity of their- -passports, respeotively. -
This situ&tion was brouglit tothe attention:of the ‘State- Department
- the creahion of - ths War Refugee Board. You have our assuranoe ‘l;hab we '

whenever they may ‘arises
us again whenever you think we- can halp.

.

Slawson‘ S
E cutive Vioe-Presiden Do

Mr. J. Yi. Pehle

Acting Executive Dlrector '
War Refugee Board
Yiashington 25, Ds Ce -

_JSRS .

P.S. For your informtion, Ianm enclosing the 30111(: memorandun submitted
to the Bemuda Conferenoa.







PROGRAM FOR THE RESCUE OF JEWS FROM B
NAZI OCCUPIED EUROPE -~ - .

The systematic mass extermination of Jews in Nazi-oceupied ‘terri: .
tories as a program of German state action was revealed. as early as -
September, 1942, The authenticity of the extermination program’ was :
established by the directed investigations of consular agents of the United
Nations in neutral lands. o SR

By the end of 1942, it was estimated that more than two million-Jews
had heen killed. The extermination program of the Nazis was achieved
through mass deportations in earavans, where the victims djeﬂ of suffo-
cation or starvation; through extermination centers where' the victims
died of asphyxiation by gas in gas chambers; by fumes from sulphur
mines; by carboh monoxide from army trucks; through mass cremation
through mass machine gunning; through planned starvation. RS

Five months ago, in response to the appeals of an atoused humanity;,
to which the vaices of great leaders of religions thought and statesmen
of vision gave their support, the United Nations issued a denunciation.. -
of the Nazi poliey of mass murder, and pledged themselves to take prai;é
tical measures. Since that declaration was issued, months have passed,
and its implementation has yet to he achieved.

But the holocanst of murder continues unabated. As the failiire of -
Total War is driven home to Nazi leadership; the frustration of -their
hope of world conquest turns them in fury to the murder-of all-Jews
who are helpless in their grasp. In addition to the Jews who already
have been done to death, total extermination threatens all those who re-
main in Nazi-occupied Europe. ) fo

Our deepest sympathy goes out to all peoples suffering from the hard-
ships of Total War, and especially to those peoples of all deriominations
suffering under the heel of the Nazi oppressors, But it is our duty to
point out that of all the peoples who have suffered and are suffering
under the oppression of the Nazi aggressors, the Jews are the only people
who have been singléd out and marked /orig%al extermination by Nazi

Germany.




The daily accounts of mass murders accumulaté-in all their. 'hgért o
rending details. These accounts have shaken the Jewish community to

its depths. o : e

Those who linger in helpless captivity, awaiting the dreadful call for-

departure to ghetto or concentration camp where -death’ aWai;sj them,
are thrown into the depths of unutterable. despair by the thought that
they are regarded as merely the wastage of a cruel world, that they are
unclajimed and unwanted, that their kinsmen from afar-are unable to
aid them, and that there seems to be no shadow of hope.for them any-
where.

The threat of retribution after the war and the excoriation of their
horrible deeds have ot served to turn the Nazi leaders from their de-
termined policy of mass murder. The condemnation of the civilized

world has not arrested the mounting tragedy. It is submitted, therefore, -

that the United Nations cannot afford to close their eyes to this appalling
situation. ’

So far as is known, the United Nations have as yet taken no decisive
action o rescue as many of the vietims marked for death as could be
saved. Public opinion is far ahead of Government decision. The moral
indignation of great American communities, of their religious and labor
leaders, was climaxed by an appeal for action by the United Nations.on
March 1, 1943, in New York, at a mass demonstration. V

- At this meeting, a detailed program of rescue was submitted and ap-
*proved and forwarded to the Government of tlie United States. What
was registered at the meeting on March 1st was endorsed by similar dem-
onstrations which followed in other cities. The American press and as-
semblies of Christian religious organizations have joined in the demand

upon the Government for action. Elsewhere throughout the democratic

world the public clamors for immediate action,

The Bermuda Conference was in'a measure prompted by all these
public manifestations of humanitarian interest: It is submitted;. there-
fore, that it hecomes the duty of the United Nations to turn to.a planned
program of determined action, looking toward the release of a substan-

tial number of Jews from Nazi Germany, the ereation of Sanctuaries .

for them in Allied and neutrgl countries; and the feeding under appro-

priste guarantces of those who™are compelled to remain imprisoned

within Nazi-occupied countries.

2 s
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In the belief that it may contribute to such a-program; the followmg
proposals are respectfully submitted:

L. The United Nations should approach the German Government,’ and':i_ '
the governments of the states it now partly dominates or controls, through
the Vatican or neutral governments like Switzerland, Spain; Sweden; -
Turkey, Argentine, with a view to securing their agreement to the re-" -
lease of their Jewish victims and to the emigration of Jews to such :
havens of refuge as may be provided.

II. The United Nations should, without delay, take steps to designate
and establish a number of Sanctuariesfin Allied and neutral countries’
to accommodate substantial numbers of Hitler’s victims and to serve as
havens of refuge for those Jews whose release from captivity may be
arranged for, or who may find their way to freedom through efforts of
their own.

III. The procedure that now prevails in the administration -of -the -

existing immigration law in the United States, which acts as a deterrent.

. and retardation of legal immigration under the established quotas, should.
be revised and adjusted to war conditions, in order that refugees from
Nazi-occupied territories, within such quotas, may find Sanctuary here.

IV. Subject to pronslous for its national security, England- should
be asked to provide for receiving a reasonable number of victims eseap-: v
ing from Nazi-occupied territories and to provide for thelr accommoda-
tion for the duration. -

V. The possibilities in several British territories, hoth in Afriéu" and -
in the Caribbean, should be explored without delay. Sanctusiy has al-: v
ready been afforded to thousands of refugees in these territories and
there is room for many more, if not for permanent settlement, at least
for the duration.

VI. The United Nations should urge the Republics of Latin Ameérica
to modify such administrative regulations that now make immigration . /
under the law extremely difficult, and to endeavor. to find temporary
havens of refuge for a substantial number of refugees.

VIL Overriding pre-war political consideration¥;<England should be
persuaded to open the doors of Pulestine for Jewish immigration and
the offer of hospitality made by the Jewmll Community of Palestine
should be accepted. .




VIIL. The United Nations should provnde financlal guarantees toall:;
such neutral states as have given temporary refuge to Jews:coming from s

Nazi-occupied territories and to provide for their feeding and mainte- -
nance and eventual evacuation. The nentral states should be guaranteed
that the refugees will not become a public charge and that they will be
transferred to permanent Sanctuaries as soon as’ posslb]e '

IX. In order to do away with the lack of xdenuty wluch many shte-'
less refugees present, and to give them sponsorship and protection, an
arrangement similar to that which existed under the League_ of Nations
should be established and the Stateless refugees should be given identifi-
cation passports analogous to the “Nansen” passports. :

X. Tn view of the fact that mass starvation is the design ‘of the Nazi
regime, the United Nations should take appropriate steps without delay
to organize a system for the feeding of the victims of Nazi oppression
who are unable to leave the jurisdiction and the control of the Axis.

XL Tt is submitted that the United Nations undertake to provide the
financial guarantees that may be required for the execution of the pro-
gram of rescue here outlined.

XIL The United Nations are urged to establish an appropriate inler-
governmental agency, to which full authority and power should be given
to implement the program of rescue here outlined.

In support of these proposals an appendix is altached

In the name of humanity and of the ideals which the Armed Forces
of the United Nations have arisen to defend, we respectfully submit this

appeal in the hope that effective action will-be taken without delay.

JOINT EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
FOR EUROPEAN JEWISH AFFAIRS
of
American Jewish Congress Amex"icuﬁ Jewish Commitiee
B’Nai B’rith Jewish Labor Committee

American  Emergeney Committee Synagogue Council of America

for Zionist Affairs Kooy, Union of Orthodox Rabhis of
Agudath Israel of America, Inc. America

April 14, 1943




) APPENDIX TO THE PROGRAM e
FOR THE RESCUE OF JEWS FROM NAZI OCCUPIED EUROPE

—

A.

Tue Recorp oF EXTERMINATION

The total extermination of the Jewish population of Europe is now
proceeding at a rapid pace. Through deportations to Easten‘iEurope,
forced labor, planned starvation, and outright murder this clear-cut Nazi
program had already taken at least 2,000,000. Jewish lives by Novembher
1942, it is reported. In the five months that have since passed, it is he.
lieved several hundred thousand Jews have perished at Axis hands, Today
there still remain perhaps 3,500,000 Jews in Axis-occupied Europé. The - -
fate that awaits them is no secret. In every public address since last sum-"
mer Hitler has reiterated his threat to destroy them completely.. That "
threat is being carried out day by day. The statistica that are -available
prove that unless drastic steps are taken immediately, Hitler and his lieu-
tenants will achieve their goal.

The Need for Evacuation

Of the still surviving Jews in Axis Europe, it may be assumed that some -

600,000 are children, Of these, about 380,000, it is believéd,— are less than -

11 years of age, and the remainder hetween 11 and 15; Some 230,000 of

these children, it is estimated, are now in Polish ghettos; about 130,000

are in occcupied Soviet territory; nearly 100,000 aré in Axis Hungary;

about 55,000 are in the Balkan Peninsula, and the tht are, scattered
throughout occupied Europe. All face imminent death unless immediate,.
forthright action is taken to save them. Civilized society’s duty to check
the mass extermination of 600,000 children and of several million adults
as well is clear. Their only hope for life lies in cvacuation., Those who can
he evacuated in time must he evacuated ana"’é'ﬂnclunry must be provided for . -
them. The aged, the infirm and all others who eannot be removed from
Axis Europe must be fed now before starvation destroys them,

5




B.

SANCTUARIES

1. A number of neutral countries have already expressed their willing: = -
ness to do their part to save some of these human beings, Tiny Switzerland -
has earned the undying admiration of all frecdonr loving péoples by pro-
viding haven for thousands who escaped deportation from Fraiicé to an-
nihilation centers in Eastern Europe. Switzerland has done. this despite
her precarious position as an oasis of liberty within Axis Europe and,
it is believed, would be ready in addition to accept thousands of children
for temporary asylum. In Sweden, a committee of prominent Christian
leaders has been established to help save Jews from deportation, starva- -
tion and deatls. In the words of a prominent Swedish churchman, spoken
in connection with the deportation of Jews from Norway:.

“Sweden cannot remain silent when such things happen -
close to our frontiers. If we keep silent, the very stones
) will cry out to high heaven.” S

Effective action on the necessary scale is, however, quite: impossible
withont the concerted and resolute efforts of the United States and Great
Britain, as the leaders among the United Nations. They and they alone
are powerful enough to secure the evacuation of Jews from Axis Europe
and to establish and maintain the necessary havens ‘of refuge for ‘thie
victims of Axis terror. They and they alone possess the ‘moral force to
stir other countries to action. o ’

2. Great Britain, which has already given aid to thousands of refugees,
has found them to be useful in war industry, in scientific research directly
connected with the war, and in many other branches of the war effort, Its
hospitality could be further extended to its own advantage as well as for
humanitarian reasons, Furthernioré, such néli(?m on tlie part of both Great .
Britain and the United States would at once have favorable répercussions
elsewhere, :

3. A number of countries have formally and informally indicated that'
they are prepared to receive children, Among these, in addition to the
United States and Great Britain, are Canada,: Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia,
Mexico, the Dominican Republie, Ecuador, Paraguay and Chile. Need-
less to say, Jews of Palestine are most anxious to receive as many as pos-

6




sible. Probably other neutral and friendly countries rsuch, gé .'Ausfré(ia—:r',
and Cuba, as well as other Latin American states, could be prevailed upon” -
to admit’Axis victims, and especially children.

This temporary sanctuary could be assured where governments are
given adequate guarantees that (a) the children and others whom they
admit will remain for the duratien only, and (b) that the necessary food
and financial assistance will be forthcoming during tlie war: The leading
United Nations, and primarily the United States and Great {Britain,
should be willing in this tragic emergency to furnish tliese assurances,

4. In the United States, the present method of administering the im-
migration procedure is a serious deterrent to the admission of many
thousands of persons legally admissable to the United States under the
queota. It is a matter of common knowledge that the failure to take prompt
action and.the present high percentage of rejections on purely technical
grounds have left many worthy and admissable emigrants to the mercy of ..
the Nazis. Under the present procedure only a small fraction of the
153,000 persons admissable to the United States annually by quota actu-
ally enter this country. For the fiscal year ending June, 1942 only 39,389
persons were admitted. Although the quotas for Nazi dominated cotin-
tries within the total of 153,000 are relatively limited, the relaxation of
the present administrative procedure would permit the lawful admission
of many thousands now facing death. It would undoubtedlylead to the
liberalization of the immigration procedures of Latin American countries.

5. Palestine is the country closest to Europe which is eminently suited
to serve.as a haven of refuge. It has already proved its ability to ahsorb
large numbers. Tt assures to Jewish victims of the Axis the most- hospi-
table reception, and it is close enough to the scene to reduce transporta-
tion problems to the minimum. For the Jews of the Balkans particularly
it is the closest sanctuary. It is possible to provide for the transit of Jews
from;‘l’olemd and Southwestern Europe, via Bulgaria and Turkey to Pal-
estine, both by rail and by Swedish, Turkish or other neutral ships. In
Palestine employment possibilities directly conneeted with the war cffort

are available for those adults who are admitted, and adequate care is as-
sured for children, N

A substantial number of refugees now in Spain and Portugal can be
evacuated to Palestine, provided transportation facilitics are made avail-
able beyond Lorenco Marques.




6. Additional numbers can réadily be moved to North Afi:icé‘. Faeilis

liés exist there for their reception and for their emplqyﬁmnt. W

The evacuation of refugees from Spain and Portugal to North Africa
and elsewhere would make room in these countries for admission of others
now trapped in France. It is estimated that there are now between 14,000
and 15,000 refugees of all nationalities and faiths in Spain.

7. Camp Gibraltar, Jamaiea, is another haven with immediate facili-
ties to accommodate several thousand persons, provided additional food
is sent there. s :

Transportation Facilities

Tt is of the utmost urgency that the United Nations cxplore every possi-
bility to make available shipping facilities to rescue hundreds of thou-
sands of human beings from death. In this connection it would appear
that many neutral vessels of Swedish, Turkish, Spanish, Portuguese, and
other registries, might be utilized. In addition, there are thousands of
cargo vessels returning from Europe with empty bottoms. If safe conduct
is provided, these ships, flying neutral flags or the emblem of the Red
Cross, could do the job that must be done as the only alternative to the.
mass extermination of the Jewish people.

5
C.

STATUS FOR THE STATELESS

Vietims of Axis terror who are stateless or deprived of documents of
identity must be provided with the necessary protection through the jssu-
ance of identifying and travel documents, similar-to those created in 1922
and known as the Nansen passport. Experience with'the Nansen pa’sspoﬂ o
for stateless persons and with the T935 Convention which gave similar
documents to carly vietims of Nazi terror, has proved these are effective.

D.
FEEDING

Jews who cannot be removed from ‘Axis Enrope face imminent death-
from starvation, Under the present German rationing system they receive
only a small fraction of the food allotted to other subjugated peoples.
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are not permitted to buy any unrationed foods. They-are limited ‘almost

entirely to a pound of bread per week and a few potatoes; it is reported. .

The present diet of the Jewish population concentrated in the ghettos of

Poland yields only about 400 calories a day, or about onesixth of the

required minimum, and about 200 calories a day less than the starving
population of Greece. As a result of planned starvation, the 1941 deathi

rate in the Warsaw Ghetto was nearly 10 times as high as in Holland; -

more than 7 times that of the Czechs; nearly 7 times greater than in
Belgium; and more than 414 times that of the neighboring Polish popu-
lation of Warsaw. The Jewish death rate in Vienna between June 15 and
September 15, 1942, was 10 times as high as for a comparable three
months period before -the war.

Both the British Government and our State Department have expressed
their willingness to allow limited quantities of food indigenous t¢ nientral
European countries to be sent to Jews in the Polish ghettos: Biit if we
are to prevent the complete extermination of the Jewish people, action
on a different and enlarged scale is necessary. The experience in the case
of Greece, to which considerable food supplies were sent by the United
Nations, and where effective supervision was introduced to keep the Ger-
maris from appropriating these supplies for their own use, is proof that

there is an answer to German organized starvation. Medical supplies,

emergency medicinal and concentrated foods could be obtained for this

purpose in the United States and South America and perhaps elsewhere. - -

The International Red Cross or the Red Cross Societies of several neu-
tral countries should be entrusted with the supervision of the distribu-
tion of such food and supplies, as in the case of Greece.

E.

Jews as PrisoNers oF War

Jews who remain in Europe a¥e-de facto prisonets of war. They are

confined in gheéttos and penal labor colonies under, the pain of death,
They are imprisoned in “Jewish towns” (Poland), reservations (Terezin,
Czechoslovakin and Roumanian oceupicd “Transnistria™). Within these
concentrated areas, Jews are prisoners of war to all intents and purposes,
and, therefore, should he entitled to the Red Cross aid which goes to war
prisoners,

Tliey are expressly denied all meat, fish, milk, vegetables and fnht. They
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The jurisdiction of the International Red Cross should, therefore, be
broadened to empower it to render to Jews in ghettos and similar con-
centration areas the same services as are rendered to prisoners of war, -
The victims should, therefore, be permitted to receive food packages sent
from belligerent or neutral countries, »

F.

‘MacHINERY FOR PrRoGRAM oF RESCUE

The existing machinery for rescuing the victims of Axis oppression is
wholly inadequate. The tragic circumstances are 8o overwhelming, the
- need so imperative, that it is believed indispensable to confer large
powers upon an intergovernmental committee. Furthérmore, the present’
Intergovernmental Committee is not an organization ‘of the United Na-
tions. It is, therefore, essential that an ageney should be-established. by
the United Nations, vested with full power to carry 6i;t"tlle necessary
program of evacuation and rescue. e T

G.

FinaNCING RESCUE.PROGRAM-

The financial obligations necessarily - arising “in‘connection ' with the
* evacuation of thege victims of Axis persecution must come from the gov--
ernments of the leading United Nations. Private organizations'are in no
position to meet the full hurden involved, although they are ready to
continue to contribute up to the limit of their resources. Maintenance
for those who are evacuated in countries of temporary asylum whose own
resources are limited must-be guaranteed by the-leading United Nations.
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¥r, Jasob Hlaustein,
Chsirssa, tmerion :
Assrlenn dullding,
ﬁaltlﬂﬂfﬁ, HB

sities,

Depy Jzaobs

Thenk you for your frisndly istter of Februnry 12, 1944,
Your kind gounents oh @y ressnb sppoiavment %o & meaber of -
the Yar Refuges Honnd pnd $ha ganusroun offer of the anerluen
Jewlgh Cuszitics aud yourseif $o we of 611l poseidle asslebprde.

to the 3oard in sgconplishing its misslon are deeply spyve- - .

slased. .

polley of unconditionsnl suPrénder, o allovlate the hardships

284 suffarings af &ll ipocoent viotimr of the war cRd to take .

all pracileaule megeures foF Bhe r2lisf of inhabitents of terrie
tory now-oasupied by tha oneny. s o : :

A% the prasent tize the wovk of the War Refugoo Boerd As
AUALL 1h the forantive wings. I$ in hoped Sant we vill goon
bz arsuled to turn vo good uge the proffersd services of cush
organizetions as yours with \heir worldewide iutsrest in she
rolief of sll onpreseed veoples. I have no doubs that the
proctical exparisncer of ths Ansricean Jewish Caamistes will o
prave of groat Bepefit to the War Refugee Hosrd. In the meatie
$ine, 1 am pleawed to hand your letior to lirs John Pehle

hesintont to the Deovetsry of the Tresury snd Aotlng kxesutdve |

Direotor of the Hospd, )
‘ 3§gg§rb11 yours,

/s)wgﬁbnrx L, Stinkon
foarntévw of lar,

As a asmber of tis Bgard, I yont 40 ACEWrd you that overy
offort will ba nade, oconsietent with wilStsry naceszity, and the
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' EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT - -

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
'WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFACE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In reply please o - L C
refer to; 145 : A - Tl e |

Dear-Mr, Gottschalks

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of -
Febru. 15, 1944.

Although I-am not aware of the ex:Lstence of e
any guarantee by the United States Government that. refugees
nov in Switzerland and Sweden will nét. remain there after
the war, a study is now being made of the possibility =
of adequate ass ces being ma.de to. Sn'ltzerlandwin that
regard. "

Very truly yours s

/W{M@/ Ted C@Wqﬁm\ ~‘ Ly
(o T %Cf(w/@m%* tz:*;?,:?c ol

v
¥r. Max Gottschalk,

The American Jewish Comnittee, /L( (f/‘m;- /5&‘ Je(,
\ 386 Fourth Avenue,

Nqnxornf,lb Mo T, /;c( e r/(’(‘,z/;a f/ Z(«/
| 6/2“/ o
#5L
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In reply pleasas
refer tor 145

il

Dear kr, fGottschalky

of;adéquate assuran
. rogard. /

J. W Pehle
yd Acting Executive: Diractor

/ Ur. Y¥ax Gottschalk,
/  The fmericen Jewish Comnittee,

386 Pourth Avenue,

S New York, 16, k. Y.

M’aghab 3/22%1,?/9

/ ) Very trixly;j':ci}\'ra,; TN

oy .




386 FOURTH AVENUE
"NEW YORK 16, N:Y,

s ~“Honorars Vice-Presidenss ", -
- (RVING LEHMAN - New York, H, ;-
Chairman, Geneval Committee RN P B A N
JACOB BLAUSTEIN Baltimors, ¥, - [ ABRAM L ELKUS . New Yok, W, ¥,

Chairman, Admintstrative Committee R EE b .
ALAH M. STROOCK Hew York N, Y, e Viee Presidents” -

Prestdeny
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER New York. M: Y.

CEssinG J. "ROSENWALD, Philadatphis,

Treamrer
IRA M. YOUNKER HewYork, H. Y. PR
- < SCARL J, AUSTRIAN - " Hew York;

Treanaer

Associate Tre h . P P P
HATHAN M. OHREBACH HemYors, N.Y. 3 . .- VICTOR S, RIESENFELD - - Now York, LIS S

Executive Vice-President . JAMES H. BECKER . . -: Chicago, 11,7 - -
MORRIS D. Y/ALDMAN B T N
B MONTE M, LEMANN New Orledns, Lo,
Assinzant Seevetary N PR it .
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN JESSE H, STEINHART ~ Sin Francises, Cal.”

February '~1'5, 1344 Le o
Dear Mr. Pehlse:

From recent statements I understand that - the
United States Government has glven.a puarantee to Switzer.
land end Swoden that the refugees now in-these eountries .-
would not remain there after .the war, May-I ask you for
the text of this agreement, ; IR T
. “Would it wesn that Germans would:be. gompelled
either to Feturn to Germony, or if ‘they. céﬁeifrom'Fréncé;”for

example, where they had found previous-refugs, -would: they be .-
pernitted to return to Francs? - 1If 80, has there.been lanyT

agreoment with countries 1like France to that effect?
"I'should ‘appreciate. ﬁeéripg from you'at your -
earliest convenience, - . e il B .

. Sincers ly yours,: -

7 Max ‘Gottschallk

Yr, J. ¥, Pehle

Acting Executive Diroctop
¥ar Refugee Bosard
Washington 26, p.cC,

ngslh




A amy of the pﬂnolp&l .changes. in the Jewish popala
of these countriu is being pnpnrod ‘and uu be' unt to ym

WO iMB/ dm s : :
1/18/44 Or. und copy to lr, Pehle




