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nounced todey that it would seelk
representation for Jewish organiza-
tions at the United Nations Confer-
ence-in San Francisco on April 25~

. - B <} and other aspects.

: | construction.’” - LT
-1 The - announcement,  made by
. -1 Louis :Lipsky, chairman . of the
ST “{executive committee, said the éon-

=t ciference would request the United

INations tc recognize - the Jewish
-iclalm for - represéntation on, all
“iagengies_established fo deal
post far reconstruction. -
\‘ THe conference was establ
iin 1443 to act for American Jevjish
.. .“lorgdhizations on matters affec
- .vipostwar needs of E an_Jewl

.

American -Jewish: Conferénce .an- |

: Sl e T in .dealing “with the problems of | -
E T — <% | velief, rehabilifation; resettlemeént |-
0stwar: rae’:

ith |-
ed |2




_ Biye New York Tinces. -

FEB 71943

p-lEI:R/INﬁ,AT PARLEY ASKED

Jewish Conference Seeks=Place
“ at San Francisco

The American Jewish Conference
announced yesterday, following a
meeting of its interim committee
in the Hotel Biltmore, that the
United Nations conference sched-.
uled for April 25 in San Francisco|

tives of Jewigh groups. here and
abroad on post-war rehabiitation,
The snnouncement was nihde by
Louis Lipsky, chairman of the ex-
ecutive commiitee and one of three
co-chairmen of the interlm com--
mittee, "

e group proposed ealAbmh-
ment of a committee of representa-
tivel: of the conference, of the
Wolld Jewish Congress and-d! the
Boaid of Deputies of British Jews
to work out methods of coordina-
fitlon and cooperation.

would be asked to hear representa- l
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Dear Yy, Kenens

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter BN
of February 6, 1945, . mrnishing ma with the information to
which you reforred at our meeting on Pobmry 6, 191.5. .

very truly youra,
jSigned) Florence Hodei

Florence Hodel e

: Aeaiatant Executive Director
Hr, I, L. Kenen, o -
«: American Jewish Conference, ” - . o -
" 521 Fifth Avenue, - . . { |
Hew York 17, Hew York, : :
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" that of these, 40,000 are found in the ghetto. - A number
‘In Carpatho,~Russia, the dispatoh continues, 1600 to

ork 17NY

ONFE

- 521 Fifth Avenue - felzniﬁﬁé:@ggy,ﬁﬂl: ener . New !

3 Fabruary 6; 19;5 S
Misg Florence Hodel R
War Refugee Board
Washington, DaCs
Dear Miss Hodel: L,

I promised to aoquairitr you with the 1n£‘or- o

_matim to which I referred at -our ‘meeting today. - i

. ;.There 18 a dispatoh from Palcor: (Palestine -
Corrospondence) from London todey, which says that = -
refugees reséntly arriving in.Bucharest eay that from: "
80,000 to 100,000 Jews have survived in Budapest and

of leading Jews are mentioned ad being alive end safe, .

2000 survive and in North Transylvanie, the number of -
survivors has increased . from 6,000, reported earlier, to -
7,000,  Only 7,000 are reported to have survived in ey

liberated Hungary outside: of Budapest.
o .

i i

. - Mother dispatoh, J .T.A.thi emorning, from
Viersaw, says that about. 3,000 Jews are among.the 30,000
8urviving men and women et Waraaws' . oo

L e %

- B T : E - o

. - The Independent Jéwish Press Service, in'a
dispatch from London today, says that the Moscow radio
yesterday addressed an impassioned warning to the Naziw,
in which 1t told of a plot by the. Germéns to murder the =
40,000 Jews interned in Theresienstadt, warning that
these deaths will be avengod should the Nazis dare to
go through with it, 3 o :

I am very grateful to you for your courtesy .
at this morning's meeting, : L i

Sincerely yours,

ILK; fok ¢

THB INTERIM COMMITTES WAS ESTABLISHED BY THB DELEGATES OF THE. AMERICAN
JEWISH CONFERENCB JN NEW YORK, SEPT, 2, 1943, 10 IMPLEMENT. ITS RESOLUTIONS
ON: THB RESCUR OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN THB
" POST-WAR WORLD; THB RIGHYS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLB WITH RBSPECT TO PALBSTINE,
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="

Miss Florence Hodel

hssistant Executive Director

Var Refugee Board . ' : ' ' '
Vashington 25, D. C. : I K

Dear Miss Hodel:

I reached Professor Fineman late

this afternoon and he will be in New York on-

Iuesday at 11:30 A.M. to meet General Owayer

‘and yourself at 40 Wall Street.

# s Appreclating your'"ourtesy,r

Siﬁcerely yours,

I. L. Xenen

THE INTFRIM COMMITTEB WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE DELEGATBS OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH CONFERENCB IN NEW YORK, SEFT, 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT IT8 RESOLUTIONS
ON: THB RESCUB OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE-RIGHTS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN ¥HE
POST-WAR WORLD; THB RIGHTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINR.
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;SQEQIAL;DELIVERY,

;Hiss'Florence Hodel .
,TAssistant,Executi

ve Divector

- Wap Refugee Board',, -
. ‘Mashington 25;'D.C._ o
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New Yurk, 17 ;.N.

521 Fifth Avenue

Telepbone Miray Hill 2-719]

January SO0th, 1945 -
Brige Gen, William O'Dwyer 7
Director

War Refuges Board
Waghington, DsCe

Dear Brige CGen, O'Dwyer:

May we, on behalf of the Amri.can chish
Conference, extend to you every possible cooperation in-
the prosecution of the work thet you have underteken sas
Direotor of the War Refugee Board, and assure you of onr .
support in expediting this urgent work. We are oonfident
that you share our view that effective measures oan:still -
bel pressed to rescue those who survive 11.1 .Ax:ls-oooupied
Buropes - % T - d

¥re Fonen, seoreﬁary of 'ﬁheVCdxmniﬁ;‘eélonr o
Rescue of the Conference, tried to reach you in New York .
today to ascertain whether you would care to make your

first speech in New York under the auspices.of theiAmer_i,bénn -

Jewish Conferences Ve are holding a report meeting for our
delegates and electors on Monday evening,: February: 12th,
at the Hotel Commodore, &t which’'the: questions -of rescue
and punishment of war oriminale will be discussed. :

Mr.” Kenen will telephons you in New York on your retwrn thera )

Thursdeye
‘Sincerely yours,
/}% F A
Y0 Hayin Finemen, Chairman
Cormittee on Resoue
HYs folke

THB INTERIM COMMITTER WAS BSTABLISHED BY THB DBLEGATBS OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH CONFERENCB IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLOMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS
ON: THB RESCUE OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THB RIGHYS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN THR
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THE JUWISH PEOPLB WITH RBSPECT YO PALBSYINR.
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MAURICE BISGYER

NADM! CHERTOFF S
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RAB2I WILLIAM DRAZIN N B S

RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH -

’P'(::ngiis;; s lMiss Florence Hodel

RABBI SI140N FEDERBUSCH fgsistont Executive Direator

PROF. HAYIM FINEMAN Ta 3

B e Var I'tetugee Board

DANIEL FRISCH Vashington 25, D.C.

LEON GELLMAN . .

FRANK GOLDMAN : =

DR. SOLOKON GOLDMAN Dear Miss Hodel: ’

MRS, SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN

RABB] ROBERT GORDIS

HAYIM GREENBERG -

R PRI Thanlk you for your nots of Ja.nuary Zﬁth.

MRS HUGO HARTHMANN

RABB! JAMES G. HELLER

st Professor Finemem end I'will be at your

EDGAR J. KAUFMANN oi’fme on Fridey at 5:00 P,

CHARLES P. KRAMER 7 b

SIDMEY G. KUSWORM

HOMN. LOUIS B. LEVINTHAL I I regret’ very much that &, Pehles. 18

B e eron ) unable to come to our moeti nge I note that he

DR SAUUEL MARGosizs #thas ‘been succeeded by Brige Gens Villiam O!Dwyd
NG MILLER -

DR, SAMUEL NIRENSTER Do you think that Brig, Gen. O'Dmyer would care

HARRY A. PIKE - to come? The moeting is .scheduled for- Honday,

M2s. DAVID DE SOLA POOL

ADOLPH ROSENBERG February 12th, at the Hotel Com.modore -
DVORAH ROTHBARD K : o Ty
HON. MORRIS ROTHENBERG - : :
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MRS, MAURICE TURNER
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L
o Ls Kenen

Administrative Committee
LOUIS Lipsry
Cbhairman

MAURICE BUGYER

SAMUEL CAPLAM

RADBBI MAURICE N, EISEHDRATH

MRS JAOSES P. EFSTEIN
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MEYER W, WELOAL : L

DAVID WERTHEIM ; - THES INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED DY THE DELEGATES OF THE AMERICAN

. JBWISH CONFERENCH IN NBW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RBSOLUTIONS
ON: THB RESCUB OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN THE

- POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINE,

1w




Dear Mr. Keneng . e

Receipt 4s acknowledgsd of your letter of

Jmuary 23, 194,5. ) R e CETO :

This lstter will confirs to you the appoint-.
-ment which-has been made for Professor Fineman to:/mest

“Mre Pehle on Fobmry 2nd at 5 p.m, S B

E kr, Pehle has asked me to thank you for-your ..
kind invitation to attend your oonference on rescue work -
-in New York. He regrets-axceadingly that, dus to'the . . -
pressure of work in Washington, he will be uriable to ...
accapt your invitatio., - O PR e

- Very truly yours,

Nz

7. Florence Hodel LA
Assistant Executive Dirsctop

kr. I. L. Kenen, :
Axerican Jewish Conference,
521 Fifth Avenue,

Hew York 17, M. Y.

FHshd  1/26/45
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New Yurls 17 N Y

January 23rd b 1945

SEl Flflh Avenue

‘l'llephmu lmrny Hlll 27197

Misd "Florence Hodell
Viar Refugee Board
washington, D.C.

Doar Miss Hodell:

4s Ijinformed you over the telephone,
Professor Hayim Fineman of Temple University, Philadelphia,
has assumed the chairmanship of the Commitbee on Resoue:of - :,;
the ferican Jewish fonference, & position formarly shared
by Rabbi Irving Miller end Mr. Herman Shulman

Professor Fineman would like the oppoi'tunity_
to meet lre. Pehle at Mr. Pehle's earliest oonvenienoe and 3
to discuss with him the activities of the Bosrde -‘Professor.
Fineman is free to be in Washington on January 26th, on-
January 3lst and on February 2nd.

The other matter which I mentioned to you aver. -
the teleohone has to do with a proposal to hold a meeting in
New York, at which it is suggested a report be.rendered:to- . -
the -constituency of the Conference:on the progress’ of resoue
worke Such a meeting would be held in: Carnegle Hall or in ~
one of the larger hotelss Since this would be in the nature
of a‘report on progress made, it would be:most desirable +to:
have an address by Mr. Péhle and-we would-deem i'b a privi.lege
to sponsor such a gathering in New Yorke -

Ciroumstances have made it hnposslble for us'to
preaent Y¥r, Pehle to the Jewish public of this City in the -
paste You may recall that when ve sponsored & meeting marking
the ‘anmniversary of the Battle of the Varsaw Ghetto on April 19 -
last year, Mr. Pehle had made it & rule not to address publio
meetings. Later, we were eager to have him at & masa demonw
stration in July in comneotion with the Hmgarian situation,
but at that time he was on vacation. \le can very well -
appreciate that Mr. Pehle is reluotant to speak on matters-
which must because of their nature be kept oonfidentlal, but
we nevertholeas feel that an address by him at this time-.ds -
desirable in view of the deopi%'ancern for the fate of the half
a million Jows who still remain in' Axis territorye )

'Sincerely yours,

' Iy "Ls Kenen
ILstsk Coe

THE INTERIM COMMITTES WAS ESTADLISHED BY THE DELEGATRS OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS
©ON: THB RESCUB OF FUROPEAN JEWRY; THB RIGHTS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN THE
POST-WAR WORLD; THB RIGHTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINR,




RESIDENT FELICITATED,

Asks_ Action. oni. Palestine ¥
The American Jewish Conferenice,

- 1521 -Fifth Avenue, in-a message of

congratulation to President Roose-
velt on his inauguration: yesterday, | -

-IThree" ~confererice - consider thed::
g:'ob!ems of rescuing and resettling

:itne Jews of Europe and the recon-f-

struction of Palestine as a free and i

The message, signed by Dr. Israel
Goldstein, Louis Lipsky and Henry
MonsKy, co-chairman of the interim
committes . of -the conference, ex-|:-
pressed the: conviction “that many{
of the more than a half million Jewsl:
who }'emaxn in- Axis-occupled -
rope{coiild  be: gaved -if-‘action pn

ed Nhtions in concert: with neu al
“{powq

rican - Jewish - Conferenpe|

urged . that . the  forthcoming Bigl

democratic Jewish Commonwealth. f: :

the rhatter was_taken by the Ut-} %




Samuary 4, 1945

,mmmm TE mgs_

Mr. I. L. Kunm and Hr. Kurt’ Grausman of 'hhe Amer:lcan Jevrlsh
Conferenca called today to discuss the resolution which was adopted at.
thair Pittsburgiconference. in. Decenber; - l’eopy of whioh was sent't >
Seoretary Morgenthau and Mr. Pehle. : i . o

¥pssrs. Aksin, hrks and I(ccoruack and lﬁ.au Hodal rapresmted
the War Refugee Board. All of the spacific points in ‘the. regolution . .-

were discussed in detail with the:representatives of the: American Jewish: e

Conferance, In addition, they.asked us spacifically for infarmation’ gan= o
carning future plas of the War Refugee Board and for . information eon~- 7. i

carning our present -activities. Thay were advised in general concerning
the present programs of the Board and were:told that the Board is con=.

tinuing to do everything possible, cansistent Jmith the proaecut:lm of tho B

waty to save the Jews rema:lning in ooocupied mrope. .




Dear Mr. Kenent' LT L R
Thank you for the copy of the Report of tha B R Lo
Interin Comadttos of ‘the American Jew!.ah Gonferencet '

which you sent us with your lebter or December 12,
1944,

; E;fij.l;ti‘tare.'].'y &guf'g, E

- Jo W Peble Sl
Executive Director

¥r, I. L. enen :
American Jewish Conference
521 ¥ifth Avenue

Hew York 17, New York

cald : b
W' ReHutohtsontinp  12/29/44 ‘
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“4”"””‘6“”JEW15H EDNF

501 Fifth Avenue  Telshon lﬂ]my HII 27187,

My, John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board : e
Treasury Building . o : \o‘;.
Washington, D.C. : :

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Decemﬁer—ia;j19447

A

G+ ¢

X

I am enclosing a copy of the report B Uf N

which was submitted to the second session of -the -

American Jewish Conference at Pittsburgh last Weéi;;'

o
by the Interim’

Committee of the Conference aﬁai its. "

three Commissions.

TIK:s

enc.

Very -sincerely jodrs,

I. L. Kenenm
For the Administrative Committee :

THE INTERIM COMMITTEB WAS ESTABLISHED BY THB DBLEGATES OF THB AMERICAN
JBW%I1sH CONFERENCB IN NEW YORK, SBPT. 2, 1943, 70 IMPLEMENT IT8 RESOLUTIONS
ON: THB RESCUB OF EUROPEBAN JEWRY; THR RlGlm AND STATUS OF JBWS IN .THE
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THBE JEWISH PEOPLB WITH RESPECT TO PALBSTINE,.

Ngw "quk 17N —Y‘,

‘)ﬁt‘/!’;’:




CDEC21lM -

Dear Mr. Kenensi:

Seoretary lMorgenthau has referred t0 me your
letter of December 18, 1944, enclosing a copy of a reso-.
lution recently adopted by, the American Jewish. Coriference,
# a copy of which you also forwarded to me under the same o
date. The expression of gratitude for the work of. the - I B
War Refugee Board set forth in the resolution 1s deeply o P
appraoiated. _ i : !

I agsure you that this Government will continue :
its efforts to save the Jews and other viotima -of Nasi
opprassion remaining in enemy Europa.

Very truly yours,

(B2gnaa} ¥, ¥, Pebis

F J. W, Pehle - -
Exgoutive Director

v
Wr. I. L. Kenen,
e Secretary of the Interin
) Committee,
¥ American Jewich Conference,
524 Fifth Avenue,
New York 17, N. Y.
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JewisH LONFERENGE

New Yok 17 N.Y.

December 18, 1944

/
‘The Honorable Henry UWorgenthau
Seorstary of the Treasury
Washington, D.C

Dear Sir:

The Ameriocan Jewish Conference; at
its second session in Pittsburgh Decgmber 3rd ..
to bth, adopted a series of resolutions. dealing =

~*  with the rescue and rehabilitation of the Jews
of Europe and their postewar atatus.:

fmong these resolutions was ons .
urging the continuation of the War Refugee-Board )
and proposing measures to accelerate the rescue e
of those stlll threatened by the -Axis, ]

I have the honor to submit this
esolution. for your considerations

Singerely yours,

~ I, L. Kenen
Seoretary of the
Interim Committee

1LKifsk
Ence

YHE INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED DY THE DELEGATES OF THB AMERICAN
JBWISH CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS
ON: TiHB RESCUB OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THB RIGHTS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN THE
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THB JEWISH PEOPLB WITH RESPECT TO PALBSTINE,
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ean JEWISH.

Docember- 18, 1944 7
Nrs John W, Pehle. o - e
BExeoutive Dirsotor ’ :

War Refugee Boa
Waghington, D.C

Dear M¥r. Pehle:

The fmerican Jewish Conference, at
its second session in Pittsburgh December 3rd
to 5th, adopted a series of resolutions dealing
with the rescue and rehabilitation of tho Jewsg
of Europe and their post-war status .0 B

4mong these resolutions'w;;s: one’ :
urging the continuation of the Var Refugée’ Board"
and proposing measures to accelerate. the rescue -

of those atill threatensed by ‘the Axig,-

% I have the -Honor to suhmit this ~
“regolution for your consideration. - :

Sine erérlyf yours,

I, L, Kenen
Seoretary of the
Interim Comnittes

ILK:fgk
Enos

THE INTERIM COMMITTEB WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE DELEGATES OF THE AMERICAN
JBWISH CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT, 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS
ON: TH8 RESCUE OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS AND STATUS OF JEWS IN THB
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGIITS OF THB JEWISHt PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINB,




RESO SOLOTION

adopted by the T

- AHERIGAN JEWISH OONFERENCE

The American Jewish Gonference, receiving thelreport of 1ts L

Rescue Commission; snd hearing the reports of observera andk'experts T

. in the field, hereby expresses its aolemn convict.ion thet the lif_',

- and-death emergency which originally brought the Har Refugee»Board Tl

into being has not yet ended and will indeed continue untﬂ the Naz:l. e

regime has been completely destroyed and the Axis powera f:].nally:_

defeated.

To save innocent human lives from the doom of vdeat;n prdnoﬁnéed:

over them by the Nazls, we ask for accelerated- efforts ’oo apeed rescue. -

The American Jewish Conference ‘expresses its deep gratitude 3
to the War Refugee Board for its tireless and energetic efforts bo .
effect the rescue of Jews and others from Axis—dominated countries,“,
. and appeals to the Preaident of the United States in view of the

- continuing emergency and the continuing opportunity to save human

: 1lives, to extend the term of the Board so. that itsr gvprk ‘of resc})e may

. be continued.” ' o e
: At thisivery moment, tanglble steps looking to the rescue of
untold numbers of Jews can be carried out. Without :Lnjury to the
war effort, ships and other means of transportation should’ be nade
available now for the transportation tp Palestine of the remnants of
European Jewry, particularly for thousands of children orphaned by
the mass suicide of their mothers in a desperate offort to win
limm'mity for them from the Nazi externination cenﬂera. Throughout
. the most critical phases of the war, mercy ships were made available
" and rightly for bringingsuccor to victims of Nazi oppression 1n
‘Europe.
We urge the United'Naticns to demonstrate their sdherence
to their declarations, to save the victims of Nazi bestiality by
allocating ships and other means of transeortat.ion for immediate

“ rescue work.,




for the protection they offered under diffieult conditions to .he ,;15>
persecuted Jews in Hungary and eleewherer' It is confident that this Vj,f
protection will be continued and 1te scope enlarged in accordence
with the needs. ) ‘ Sl

The Conference urges the Governmente of those liberated '
countries whose Ewish citizens are being held by the Reich ag. forced

laborers in Germeny and other Axis-dominated countriea, to demand

through all appropriate channels that theB?NJ?, ;7forced laborere
be accorded the same treatament as their non—Jewleh citizens in the JZ
same category. 7 _

The Conference also urges theee Governments, as vell aa the .
International Committee of the Red Cross, to. nee every possible E R
opportunity for the repatriation of these Jewish forced leborere, who
are in constant danger of extermination,

* % ¥ %

The Conference expresses its appreciation to the International

Committee of the Red Cross for the assistance rendered to the Jewish 7

peop¥$ in Europe, and urges:

a. Thet 1t issue en official ruling to the affeot'thet the

Jews deprived of their freedom of movement in Geruany and Axis-
dominated areas -- in ghettoe, internment, lebor and‘concentration

camps -— be considered &s civilian internees under - the terma of the

)

Tokyo Project and the 1929 Geneva Convention, entitling them to
protection and care of the Red:Oross;

b. That it endeavor o obtain for them guerantees identicel
with those provided by the Tokio%;roject and the Geneva convention;
nanely, conditions of shelter, foodland medical care compatible with
human dignity;

¢. That it affirm its right to have all civilian internment,

concentration and labor camps visited by its representatives at

regular intervals,




The Conference regrets that so little has besn: done and

sgain appesls to the United Nations to avail themaelves of ‘the o

opportunity for the rescue of Jews from imﬂnent de"ath,vizi,,ghgtf.d'é,:{ '

internment, concentration and labor camp'is,, byiexchang'e.;_ ~ The™"

Conference appeals to the democracies to make an: all-out offort to~
effect such exchanges on the largest possible scale.

* ¥ X *

i

The Conference expresses its appreciation to ﬁhe:ésvé;;xments
of the United Nationg for easing the food blockade wﬁich:haé, ma&e’
possible the dispatch of some supplies to civilian mtéine;é in
German-held camps who have not been accorded the protection of inter-

national conventions. The Conference voices 1ts —confident-hope that

the United Hatlons will arrégnge without delsy to: supply 2£1l Jews
remaining in Axis-dominated territory with the minimsl needs" in i‘ood,'

clothing and medicaments. -

12/5/44"
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HAYsS, PODELL & SHULMAN

COUNSELLORS AT LAW

HERMAM SHULMAN
JACOB J. PODELL’
HMORTIMER HAYS
BENJAMIN ALGASE
MORTIMER FEUER
HERBERT L.BARNET
ABRAHAM PORTER
SERGE! S.ZLINKOFF

MAURY LiSPANIER
LEROY C.CURTIS
MORYON L. LEAVY
NATHANIEL DRABRIN
BENJUAMIN SPIEGEL
ELSIE BANDES
HARVIN R. WALDEN
SIDONEY J- BROWN

Hil,

i

39 BROADWAY
T NEW: YORK CITY T,

TELERHONE DiGBY 4-Qsis -
CABLE ADDRESS “HAROSY " -

Joseph DuBois, Esq. ..
war Refugee Board.
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

- Dear Mr. DuBois:

I am enclosing a copy of the. cable re-
ceived by Dr. Goldmann* from Barlas eoncernlng the
natter I spoke about. .

Because of my absence. from ths city durlnp the )
last few days I was unable to send you the enclosed -
cable sooner,

On behalf of the American’Jewish Conf erence
I want to thank you again for the courtesies- extended
to Rabbi Killer; Mr. Kenen'and myself. !

HS:B
Encl.




NAHUM GOLDMANN

342 MADISON AVENUE
HEY YORK QITY

’ ' 2392 YOURS 10/5 NO DISCRIMINATION WHATEVIR MADE WITH .
RUGARD RESCUE FROM BALXAN COUNTRIES STOP REPRESENTATIVES =~ = |~

~AGUDA HAZAH COOPERATING STOP DISTRIBUTTON CERTTFICATES |

DEPENUS ON TRANSIT TRANSPORTATION PPRANGWSSmP ST ’

WIRE PARTICULARS ' ' SR T i
BARLAS |

RECETVEL MAY 17, 1944 -
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. American Jewish Conference, '
521 Fifth Averma,

Bew York 17, . X.

Dear Dr, Wise:



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
oate - April-4; 1944 -
10 ¥r. Pehle 7

FROM Miss Hodel

Mr. Schulmann of the American Jewish Conference
telephoned on March 3lst to invite you to address the mass
meeting to be held in Carnegie Hall on April 19th,

Yr, Keﬁ;n of the fmerican Jewish Conference
called today to support Mr. Schulmann's request and to in-
quire concerning the nature of your response to a letter
from Dr. Stephen S, Wise, formally inviting you to address . : i : .
the mass meetingi: ’ i : :




Dear Mr, iller:

Thank you for your letter of Maroh 1; 1944, - -
and the enclossd memorandus of proposals for the Beand's

resous work, :

- fhe suggostions which you bave subaitted will
- ‘Teceive proapt and careful consideration; It is neted

that detailed memoranda on each rescue area will be. - -

Presented in the near future, and I shall be pleased to

receive such further suggestions as you mAy wish to
sdvance as our prograns take shape, .-

7 Your offer of servics 1s infesd eppreoiated.
- Very truly yours,

[Bigned) ;J.‘I. Pohle
'3, W, Pahle
Aoting Exesutive Direstor

Hr, I"’ﬂg ml.l’,

Exssutive Vice-Ohairnen,
sion on Resoue,

Awerican Jewish Conference,

521 Fifth Avenus,

How York 17, New York,

. EBTowlersrh. 3/3/44-&/ -
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American Jewish Conference i:
' 521 FIFTH AVENUE R
NEW YORK 17, N..Y.

14y

. . MUrray Hill 2.7097- - 0 0 0 (9T
INTERIM COMMITTEE : o : U LUKENEN
. ; : ’ L sl T - - Public Relafions Director
- Co-Chairmen ) . s ST B - e
DR, ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York , Yarch 1, 1944 _J. 5. PEARISTIEN. -

HENRY MONSKY, Omaha Administiative Secrtary
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, New York ' ’
Mr. John W. Pehle

Executive Direotor

War Refugee Board

Washington, D. G.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

In behalf of the Cormission on Resous of the American Jewish
Conferenco, we respectfully sutmit the enolosed memorandum

“embodying a murber of proposals for resoue wqwk,f

These. proposals implemsnt the resolutiors adopted by the . . -
Conference which consists of delegates fron 64 natioral ‘Jewish :
mombership organizetions end overy major Jewish oomm:.'bym o

the oocuntry.

We ars eager to be of service and to make every possible
contribution to the sucoess of your work and we trust that-
you 1will feel frees to call on us should you desire assistance
of amy kind. e : , :

o Very- sinoerely yours,

Exeoutive Committee
Commission on Rescue

Louis Fabrioant
Adolph Held
. Louls M Leviteky
i . S - ¥ra. David deSole Pool
Herman Shulman
4., Moler Steinbrink
TE Baruch- Znokerman

PO .

Irving Miller,
Exeoutive Vioco-Chairman

onc.

B0
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American Jewish Conference ;/¢Mthriy ' = .

521 FIFTH AVENUE ' Ans o
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. o o NocAns, Reg i
MUrray Hill 2.7197 DR I”.’.’(alf’ RIS
g ~ INTERIM COMMITTEE R i
Co-Chairmen L - " -Publie Relations Director " -
DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York Harch 31, -1944 ST S PEARLSTIEN L
HENRY MONSKY, Omaha . - L - ‘_ Admi?:istraiivaSaciofdfy H

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, New York

Y¥r. John W. Pehle

Bxeoutive Director

Yiar Refugee Board 7 : - o
Vashington, D. C. : : :

’ Dear Mr. Pehle: : , R

The first anniverssry of the rise of Jewish resistance. in ‘the ' Européan
ghettos falls on April 19th. In ocommemoration of this great epic-of the
war, when the ghetto dwellers turned against their Nazi oppressors .and
battled for more than a month, the Ameriecan Jewish Conference.is asking
its natiomal constituent orgenizations and all Jewish communities. .. :
‘throughout the country to join in appropriste observanocess : 0 - .. ’ : o

Vie are setting this day aside not only in tribute to the heroism and-
saorifice of the ghetto fighters but in a rededication to the great.
task of rescuing the remmants of Europesn Jewry end in a renewal of
our resolution to make every sacrifice for the wimning of “the -war.

In New York, thé Conference plens a publio meetitig to be held in R
! carnegie Hall on April 19th at 8:30 P.. - Knowing - of .your - deep- sympathy
with the tragiec plight of European Jewry and your understanding -of the
"negessity for aotion to save as many as can be resoued from the .Nazi . :
Yerror, we are respsotfully inviting you to deliver the address ‘of the i \
evening. The work of the Viar Refugee Board has made & great impression . ) 1
;on American Jewry and we know that our poople will be grateful to you :
for the message that you ocan bring them. . ’ : i

You will pardon the short notice of this invitation -« the deoision to
hold this meeting was reached just the day before yesterday =- but we
oxtend the invitation nevertheless in the belief that you will be
disposed to come if you ocan possibly do so.

Singerely yours

P10




[ ' .

In reply please :
vefer tat 280

e

Dear Mry Hiller:

S have your - letter of Harch 2, 1944, oonaern- -
ing Jevisb refugees in. smghu. E

This problem and the :uggestiom oone :
: 1t which vore set forth-in the memorandum gubmitted wi.th
your lettor of Harch: 1, 1944, '111 recoin prenpt
connldu-atlon. :

Yery tr'tny' ydm‘a‘,
xszgaéa') LA f,eme»,

e X l. Pehla
Aouna Bxeouuvo nmom

- h‘ Irmg mler' 7‘;77,,:7 . T - i
Exsoutive Vioce-Chairman, . :
Comnission on Ressus,

Anerican Jewish Cmtarence,
521 Pifth Avenus,
" Kew York 17, New !ork.

_ e

P

e

\ Koy

W/\ EdTowlersrh 3/3/44 ‘9#7/

-

b :




ATERIM COMMITTEE
o Co-Chairmen

- American Jewish Con
' : 521 FIFTH AVENUE. -

NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

MUrray HIII 27197

e PO cenens
. w701 Public Refations Director
R.ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York ' L T T S BEARLSTIEN

HENRY MONSKY, Omaha : : T T el T Administrative Seeretary |
DR. STEPHEN S, WISE, New York R T SR B

= March 2, 1944 i

Mr. John W, Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pehle: 8

. We take the liberty of calling your attention to
a news item which appeared-in the Néw York Timés on March’ 2, 1944; :
page 4, entitled "$4,000,000 Pledged for Aid: to:Refugees’,. T

: This news item reports, among other things, “that.
the Houss of Commons "also approved an installment of -L3,863 -t~ -
help the Intemational Red Cross open an-office in Shanghia. whers: "~ - .
it will be able to hélp a large number of interned British ivilians. .
and a smaller number of war prisonérs:m TR I

In our Memorandum which we submitted fo the War

Refugee Board,: we called attention to”the plight of some 20,000 -
Jenish refugees in Shanghai. We. respectfully submit that:the
office which will be established by the Internationel Red- Crosgs
in Shanghai should also extend ‘its aid fo' the Jewish refugees. in -
that territory.” - Dt B B T B

‘. We trust that the War Refugee Board will take +this
under advisement and will make every effort to implement it at
the earliest possible opportunity. :

S\:méereiy yours,, ,
vaingb! er ) )
Executive Vice-Chairman,

Co#mlgsion on Rescue

Ikzve
Enc,

P.S, Enclosed is a copy of the news itom referred to above.
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THURSDAY, MARGH 2,

|z Mr, Law sald-the dulerence in

inataliment of £3,863 to help tne
H omco in shanghal where it wlll be,

$4,000,000 PLEDGED -~ .
FOR AID TO kEFuaEEs

v.s, Bnlam to: Shure Equa"y
fo Help 20,000, 000 in Europe

Bycaalua T Now Jorx Toas
: LONDON; March 1—Great Brtt-
ain-and the . United - States - have
each agreed to underwrite £500,%
000 '[§2,000,000] this year for the
expenses of - the Inter-Governments
al Committee on Refugees, to care
for some 20,000,000 homeleés Euro-
peans,” Minister of -State Richard
K. Law_told thé House of Com-
mons “today.  The' Commons -ap-
proved an. instaliment of £50,000
compared -with. £1, 950 i.n 1939zm
!n 1940-41, "

these figures. indicated the -growth
in this “hidéous problem"” ‘and also
the determination and seriousnéss
of ‘purpose with which all govern-
ments represented on the comimit-
u:e were. f.acklhig the retugea sltu-|i -
atlon. = - : ‘
. During the dlscusslon s s
verman,. Labor member, read & re-||
port from . the Jewish . National :
Commiftee - operating - somawhera ;
In- Poland, saying:

“Last month we still reckoned
the number of Jews in the whole
territory of Poland as from 250,000
to 300,000, In‘a few weeks no more
than 60000 of us will remain.. . In
our last moment before death, the
remnants of Polish Jewry nppeal
for help to the whole world, May
this, perhaps our last voice from
the -abyss, reach tha ears of :the
whole world.” :

The Commons also approved an:

International Red Cross ¢ poit.an

helrf a large number of in|

temed British civilians and n;
! ‘of war pmonem
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. Executive Director
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‘Europe, we are consclous of the tragle fact that milliona have perished -~

:e:i;ch .1;,1, 1944 - o

meomnuu .

Submitted by the Commiaslon‘ SR e T e
R T R L
American Jewish Conference el
v to ‘the =5
WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Ag we now approaeh the problem of reacu:.ng the remaining J ewB of

to destruction. At thie late hour, everything humanly poasible should be

done to rescue those who can stlll be- sa.ved.

Areae of Rescue

There ‘ara’ five ‘areas. in which rescue or is’ imperative “an i 't.o o

" the best of our. knowledge, poaaible. - Theae ares ,(1 ’ Rmnenia, (2 :'Bu:lgm'ia.,’:r »

Each ares calle for speciﬁ.c meanuree to be applied in accordence with

part1cn1ar conditions which now prevail or:which may develop in the near

’ future-.

Our representatives have on various occasione subnitted 'prop_osa_ie

. on rescue work to officials of the War RefﬁgeerBoafd“' Wo now wish to eu-}:imit‘

an outline of proposals concerning the work - to be done in the areas mentioned
herein, In the near fuwre, and’ a8 occaaion ariaes, we ehall present detailed T

memoranda on each of these ereas.




Sl

i'ihnennea of Regcnenf7"'
1. RUMANIA- .

ThlB area presents two different espects or rescue, ‘one perrezning

to TRANSKISTRIA and the other to RUMANIA proper. In TRANSNISTRIAV hers arebi?
now 75,000 to 80,000 Jews living in most ghastly: eircumetances, vith at 3
clothing or shelter and-in constant threat of annihllatlon by'the retreatingké,p
Nazi military ‘forces. ~Of -these, some 30,000 to 35, OOO (including 4,406

orphans) are Rumenian subjects; they are the surviving remnants of 180,000

Jews who had been deported o TRANSNISTRIA more than two years ago. Thoee ‘

Jews, who are Rumanian eubjecta, Bhould be immediately transferred back to

Rumania proper; the others should be- evacuated by way of Turkey., During;;

(Since clothlng cannot* be obtained 1n'Turkey for shlpment to Rumani

territory, provision 8 uld be made for a transport of clothing from1the

United Stetes, which: many priva e"organizetions e this country are w1lling
to supply.)

. Tvo major problems concerning the trenafer of Jews from Transnlstria
to Rumsnia require special consideration. It has been reported. (1) The

Rumenien' government has allowed the use of only ten truoke for tranaportation'

purpoaes. (2) The transportation fee for each person is the equivelent of

third-clees reilroad fare. = The peraons to be trnnaferred must first obtain

through the Jewieh Central Office in Bucherest "registration cards" at the
price of 150,000 to 800,000 let per head. Apart from this rensom money, the’
Jewish Community in Rumenia hes been ordered under threet of deportationa, to

pay the errears of the 1943 collective punitive tax (which totaled four billion




to extort from the Jews will be charged againat Rumani : 8, account in ith i“dAay -
of reckoning after the Allied victory. At the eame tme,r it ahould l;e made
to realize that its assistance in accelerating the reacue of the Jewish g
people from grangnistria wi]l be to Rumania's advantage ai‘ter 'the war. 4

In RUHANIA proper; t.here ere some 250,000 to 500,000 Jewe (out of
a pre—war 'ootal of close to _one: million) : The e gencies or war in' the -

Balkane me.y brlng abou.t comple'he Nazi dominance or-even occupat.io

in wnich caae the J ewish population th e’will suffer the ‘Bam fate of: depor--

tation and extermmation ag in other N ] occupied cou.nt.ries It ia therefore
of paramount importance to‘—evacuate the J ews from Rumania, eSpeciall the_'_
vomen and children. While the Rumanian govemment does not officially permit
emigratioq, it is known that in practircer:gt does not‘try to pravent.- ;Lt., Ihe '
‘main problem there isito'provide:the Je‘ﬁé;r; wi'bh exit and:transit vi#as“lmd
a place of destinétion R ér temporary aayluméi
2, 'BU'LGARIjA

Iri’Bulg;aria there are now some¥0,000 Jews (out of 60,000 prior to.
the war), elmost all in concentration cmﬁpa and fo:c'ed labor bat'_balions.
Depqrtation of Jews fiox# Bulgai;ia to' the "death centers" in Poland started
more then & year sgo. The remsinder is also in imminent danger of deportation,

as Nazi pressure on the Bulgarien goﬁemment ‘may inorease. Tiﬁey can Be




arrangements e

=for exemple, were made: for the _r m vel o 47000 ch;lldren and k
500 edults to Palestine, for waom immigration ’cermﬁcates _ :

The -main obstacles were the leclc of ‘exit. permits ¥ and the failure of British S '

anthorities to approve. the leaee of: Turkish boete. ~In: another cese, th : g

Bulgerian govemment. had- grented oxit vieee 1;0 8 thou and J ews on condition S

that they- leave within a. certain time. A shJ.p he.d been‘ secured, but i'b took ol

seven waeke for the British authorities in London to: act. By;that: tlm_e,_ﬂ,the o

exit pemits had expired.

“The problenm of obteining exit v:l.sae or perm:l.te, both:in';Bulgeria

end Rumania requu'es d:.plometic attention :

means of trensportation should be i

The Intem tional Red Gross should be provided vrith boats designated for

—Tescue purposes. :

5 FR.ANCE ] »
- In 1940, there wWere 500,000 Jews in Fra.nce. b‘Eetimvates vary as to
how many of them are stzll there. Hhetevez' their number is af pres'ent,“it ‘
is being reduced almost daily, as deportetiona and executions continue \mabated. 7
Through organized and coordinated assietance from ‘the: underground, thousande
can manage to eecape into Switzerlaﬁda@nd Spain, They would be admitted into
the latter countriee in large numbers, :lf the refugees who are there now were
evacuated, mking room for.others to enters.
‘There aro in France end other perta of Enrope some thousands of

Sephardic Jews who are Turkish subjects. It is known that‘they are being




centers, and with the aid of underground emlssariea in France; (2) Repreeen- .
tations to the- Turkish government that it consent to- repatriete ite J vil :
subjects from France and Polan and that it exert every pressure on fhe g

German Ambassador in Ankara to secure. their immediaterreleaae. (5) Removal
of refugees who are ‘now- in Spain and Switzerlandrto ther placea of aaylum.

This leads us_ to the proposals with respect to the latter two countries. -

'17”4;' SWITZERLAHD AD SPATN Ee

In SWITZERLAHD there are now: aome 20,;"- 7 7 ;
still holde some 2,000 Vgﬁhil ¢ evacuation ia now possibler om' Switzerland,
the victorloua*Allied Armies may soon;ope” the gatea of thatrcountry.‘ Aa )
goon as feasible, therefore, refogees should be removed from Sw1tzerland to
make ‘room for others. From Spain, the transfer of refugees to other places
Wof asylun ehould be accelerated, without delay.

‘To enable these two countriea to admit refugees in large numbera,
the Allied Hations will have to guarantee: (1) additional food allowanoea
required for an increaeed number of refugeea, (2 finanoial support; and
(3) assurances that after the war all tﬁeerefugeea will be repatriated to
their former homes, or enabled to find permenent residence in other lands.

In connection with the: evacuation end transfer of refugees, we wiah

to cell attention to the existing etrictureo in the viaa procedure of the _

United States Depertment of State. Under present regulationa, the prooesa




X complicated. Hore than hal the total 7nu.mber f visas issuedrto efugéet

the visa procedure be smplifiedri'bo expedite the entry of such : eﬁlgees who

may. come into- f.his country within the 1imit.B of preeent iunnigration lawa PR »

TWie also wish “to point out that Palestine canr rtake in a very large':
number of ‘evacuees. : Restrictions against Jewish immigration into Palestine :
should be eliminated, and the- country opened to all: J ews who may seek refuge

there. B
5 POLAND SRR

The Jews in Poland sre entrapped, hermetically eealed, and eamarked

for a daily toll:of. anm.hilation, until none: is left aliv 0 4the 5,000,000

Theae J ewWs are herded in Ghetto_' and concentration and labor camps

nhere they exdst under the moat ab:]act, mdeacribable conditions. Only‘.,thoser
fit bo uork are kept alive, those ¥ho weaken or teke ill are forthwith "liqui— .
dated".” Their hope 1ies in extra—ordinary efforts of a political end - diplomatic
character., Toward that end, we wish 'bo propoea the following measuress .
(1) The Intemationai Red Gross s supported ﬁy all the neutral countries,
should make representations to the German govelglent to release the Jews,y
h‘\ especially the women and children, from Poland. '

: (2) These representations should be broadcast and publicized throughout
the world, end particulerly to the Germen people. through the Oi‘fice of War

| Infomation end other avenues of propaganda which ere at the disposal of the

United Nations.




Red Crose should elso request the Germanvauthoritiee 'for permieeion to" send &
delegation to ’che‘b ccmntry, to bring food and eupervise it dirtribution to

the J ewish populetion. The meére. presence oi‘ the Internationai Red C‘g ae in
Poland will have:an- ameliorating influenee on the J ewie ,position,t ere, and
mey. stave:off. the: dea.th aentenee of thousanda of people. i ]

- {4) The neutral countries, 88 well as countriea bordering on Pclend,
ghould be urged and induced to Vgooperatey especieliy by prorviding:pra}nei@”.
ﬁsaa. : 7 7 V, . »' »V S o

. (8): ‘I'he general populet.ion ehould be aneouraged tp_ '
who are i.n hiding. Appeals to that efi‘ect should be dropped frequent.ly from ;
eirplg.nee,' F:Lna.ncial and other assistance should be given to 'be
througb Vunderground channels. Those who may . reach the eouthem border ,of :
Polend should be aided t.hrough the undergroundito’. eecape into Hungary, 1

the Hungarian 'eOple and government should be encoureged to- give f.hem every

possible assietance.

(6) The 1ead taken by the United Statea War Refugee Board in all ;

these measures will have & most salutary mfluence on all concemed.k

Renewsl of Warnings

As a prixnary gtep in the rescue procese, every pressure must be
brought to bear on the German govemment, compalling ‘4t to cease: t.he exter-
mination of J ews in its occupled territdries. Now that the Allied Netiona .
nesr victory, their warning to Germeny will no doubt have greater effect. It
is importent that such waming be issued repeatedly not only to the German
govemment, “but elao to the German people, making it olear that the inetigatora,
accomplices and agents of crimes committed ‘against Jews and other people will

be brought to justice.




It has been reported that the Nazi pr0paganda iachine isrgiving 4
agsursnces to the people of EuroPe that the Alli ' Nati,ns do not care :
about the Jewa in German-ocoupied countries and thot crimes committed
against Jews will not be puniehed in oaae of‘Allied v1otory. On the otoer
hand, it has been further reported that the Ge‘ anrpeople are not fully
aware of ‘the actual barbarities carried on byrthe ﬁazi extermina‘ .

In issuing. warnings to Germany, therefore, the Allied Nations ahonld apprise f-!i
the German people of the Jewish situation in Nazi occupied territories in

all its horrible and grueeome detail. Ir the stark faots are celled to their
attention, there ie at leaat @ possibility that decent elements ane th .

German people may respond with eympethy and exert some preesure on their"

government in: favor of the Jewish victims.,

" Two Aress o Relief

lugw
Of the 85, 000 Jews in Yugoelevia at the'time of occupation only

some 1,200 havetﬁmained, having been placed inva concentration camp in Groatia;
Given the financial means, the Internatiooal Red Gross is in 8, position to
distribute food among them. _This should be mede part of the function-of the
reecue apparatus to‘be'oréeted in Switzerlend.
Shenghei

Some 20,000 Jewish refugees are in Shenghei,‘denied the means of a
livelihood or relief, Ihere is no way ofigggching ther except’throoih the 7
International Red Cross. 1t should place~ther§under its eupervieion and be

given the authority to send them money and other relief from the United States.

M of cue

Kachinery ) . . -
The War Refugee Board will no doubt create the necessary machinery




for the- verioue phases of rescue work which it -will u.nderta.ke i We offer

suggestion with respect to the utilizetlo ' 1‘ c' tain forcee now in operation. :

There are several private organizat.ione, J ewieh and Ghrietien, in a posit.ion i

to submit names ef persona who have had wide experience m the field of‘rescue— )
and are presently engaged iu this work in Sw:ltzerland.v We respectﬁzlly S
recommend that the War Reﬁlgee Board, in estebhshing 8 rescue apparatus in
Geneva, .Switzerland, invite theee persons to cooperete,m_th &t'he-liioerd,end—.jm .
coordinate their efforts under i:tg__gsupervision and Vguidahoe'.' R e
Finances 7 - o

The rescue work which ehould be undertaken et this time ie of euch
great maguitude that it cennot. poesibly be 'financed by private philanthropic

agencies. Private orgenizatione will undoubtedly con

thelr méans; lmt the b'ulk ‘of finencial requirements ‘can be met onl ,from L

gwemment sources.

7 ﬁe submit, that. the pr:mciples goverm.ng the allocation of i‘unds B
o UHRRA also: apply to the War Refugee Board. Both lgenciee ere dedicated
to the salva.t.ion of human beings. In thJ.e task, one. mustinot draw a line
of demarcation between people already libereted and those yet to be freed.
The galvetion of those facing exteminetion 'is even more urgent, otherwise; :

for. them rehabilitation will come too late. )
Yie trust that the War Refugee Board will give i‘ullest coneideration :

to a1l ths measures proposed herein and that ita efforts in behelf of the )

Jows end other euffering peOple in Europe will meet with success.




{ORADUL FOR THE PILES -

Jariary 4, A944:

In connection vwith the attached article abpesring in the Hew .
York Times on December 31; 1943, lr. Leavitt advised. me that the pmericane:
Jewisk: Confere is comprised of variouvs Jewish organigzations,: He stated
that the J,D.C. was not a member because the-Conference is mainly- concerned -
with the political problem of establishing » Jewish state in Palestiney:
The Zionist group and the Forld Jewish Congress are strongly. bélind. the-
irerican Jewish Conference, Recently the conservative elerﬂen‘ts have with--
drasn fron tihe Conference and this has caused considerable: concern to many
Jews. The jmerican Jewish Conferefice has set up a rescue commibtee vhich-
is welieved to be a rival of the Pmspgency Comgittee to-Save the Jewish « -
Peopls of Rurope, a non-sectarian group recently engaged jn large-scals: - .. .
advertisement and bacldng the ¥ill Rogers-7illette resoltudons. i, Leavitt-

staled Lhat the Emergency Comiities to Save ths Jowish People ‘of lurope does:: . -

not have the backing of recognized Jewish organizations and: that it cannot
speak for the Jewisa groups, : '
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EXECUTIVE. coMmﬁEEf S e

521 FIFTH AVENUE =
" NEW YORK 17, N.Y: = - BN

for the organization of the - L DR
AMEI{ICAN— JEWISH CONFERENCE'
Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197
qu.ejm'berri 18, ' 1943.
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

270 Madison Avenuse
New York City.

Abbusi M. Joseph C.- Hymn, Fxeoutive
Vice~Chairmen, Thene

Gentlemen:

‘In accordéﬁce with the informal discussion hadibxrlr Fr:.dey,

Novémberélath, Séyweep your ,ﬁess;‘sf Ie\{y,
) Messrs. ;aﬁficént, Shulma.n, Kramerand ilille;, ‘and-at the reque
of your Mr. Tsaac Tefy, we subnit hevewith for your consideration
the i‘&lldwing: propos;lsas a,ﬁésié';f bif cooperation Veifweregri'ﬁﬁé,‘
Gomnission on Rescus of the American Jowish Conference and your

orgenization,

At the session of thé 'Cbnfere_‘me held ‘in New deﬁk,BVetw’eean ;
Aug. 29 end Sept. 2, 1943 two resolution;s were .adoptéd on-the recommen-

dation of the Committee on Reécue , ‘éopies of which are hé'rewitb"enolbged.;:i

At the firat full meef}lng’of the Intéi'/im Conmittee held
after the Conference the following&ggpliutibn was adopted:

*The Interim Committep shall set up comnissions

to carry out the resolutions and decisions of the
Americen Jewish Conference with respect to rescue,
postwar reconstruction end Palestire. These -
comnipsions shall propose to the Executive Committee
their respective plens for action including recommen- -
dations concerning the extent to which, and the manner
in which they shall utilize the services end seek the
cciopl?imtion of existing agencies in 'the above mentioned
field."




chairmen of that COmmission. Rabbi Irving Mille

Vice-Chaiman It is anticipated that other co-chaimen:may be L o

designated from time to time. The Commieeion & 'the present time

is composed of about ten membere ooneieting of representativee of

all groups or blocks represented at the: meference. The comieeion :

will coopt e.dditional membere without 1im1t to eerv on this Gom-

miesion. It is anticinated that e n\mber of individuale who can ‘

make contributione to this work of rescue will ehortly be rcooptedA

as full members of this Commieeion. All orgeni tione hicl

ticipated :Ln the ad hoc committee, known as the E oint Emergy cy T '

Committes for European J’ewish Affa ‘, have aleo been 1nvited to

ull membership: 1n this Commiseion, and 7it ie anticipated that moet

pnd perhaps all of these organizations vr.lll participate.
At the 1ast meeting of the Interim committee ot‘ t.he

Conference, held on November 7th, 1948, a committee was deeignated

~to confer with representatives of your organization to attempt to

gecure, if possible, your full cooperation with the COmmiseion on :

~ Rescue. To that end, the meeting with yonr repreeentativee on ‘

Novenber 12th was held. ~ Tt is the ea.rneet desire a.nd hope of the
Ry
Conference that you will accept the

wvitation then extended, and

now repeated, that you become a full member of the Commission amdi
thus be able to give the Commission the full beneﬁt of your wide
experience and ebility in this important work.

L



ey

As the suggestion was made that the pro osalsr for cooger&-; . 77
tion be put in exphcit terms, we pro *ose the follov;j.ng definite p_Lans: :
for such eooperation: S

{a) That the J, D c. deuignate &s many members of ita Doam»i
or personnel as it desires to 511: as full members of t.he COmmiesion on"'
Rescue end participate in the fomuletion of 911 rla.ns end decismue
of the Commission, i '

(v) That vhenever any plan formally cdopted by the
Commission on-Rescue requires action which falls within the usuel
scope of activity of the J.D.C., the execution of such nlans, wherevar e

recuired, shall be carried out by the:J .D C.-a8 heret for .'m an

_autonomous msnner and with 'complejte use. and: contro)., of:the ,fux_xgxe,gpd» 7

personnel- required therefor,

(c) That whenever’nlans ere edo*\ted by the Fascue Gommisbion
vhich do not f:lnd anproval by the J. D c. fw any re&son, nolitic, orac- B
tical or otherwise , such plens shall then be carried out end executed 28
by the Rescue Commission on behalf of the COnference carrying out. the’
'.;mendete glven by the delegetes to the Conference, end in such instsnce=
only the execution end the finencing of the olans shell be underta.i.en
by the Conference and the Rescue Comr:isaioii,: In so doing “the Contepenee
- ghal). be free to coo‘.;)eréte wit'hv or uge such other 'e'xi'st'ling ofgaxnliét1one

“"gg msy be prepcred to deal with such matigrs

To summerize the foregoing, it is our thought thot o the
fulleet extent possible the long and recognized exnerience snd capsbilitles .

end manpover of the J.D.C. ghell be utilized in'the implementetion of




- for Hovember 23rd,

hovever, that there may be inetences in which either you cannot join L B

the rescue nlans which may be ‘edopted with your amroval.

We conceive ’”

in the plan or 1n nhich you' mey find it :hrpractical or. inadvisable t.o .

execute a plan in vhich you do join. In such event the Rescue COmmis-

sion %ill have to find other meang to implerment such decisions, but _,':_

even in those instsncee we shall welcome your suggestions e.nd cooperat,lon

as to the manner in which such vlans shall be carried out

Ve sincerely hope that you will eccept full membership in

esteblished” between the Goni‘erence and your org

of course, be 31e&sed to receive a.ny suggestion

5 or promsals wh:lch

you may care to make and to discuss the same v.ith you.

Your rev,resentatives at the’ meeting on November 12tu steted ‘

that they rezlized how urgent this matter was end that therefore you

rould teke the me tter up: for consideration at the next xreeting of your

Executive Comrittee, which, we understend vrill

t&ke nlace on November

17th. e trust ve will hear fron you as soon aa oossible thereafter,

insemuch ég the next meeting of the Inmterim Comm:lttee is now scneduj.eu,

§‘ *\

‘ Sincerely 'yours ’

STEPHEN S. WISE

HENRY MONSKY

pet ouu Fobri:anl

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN

Co-Chaitmen of Commission on Rescuo
of American Jewish Conlerence
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RESOLUTIONS ON_RESCUE - . -

I. More than three million Jews have. been done to.death by -« .- = .~ 5 :
the blood stained Nazi tyranny and the four million‘Jews who survive: ~  §i-
in Axis Europe live daily in.the shadow of. an :inexorable-doom. : The:
American Yewish Conference solemnly deolared that if the Nazis and: - .
their accomplices are permitted to achieve their evowed purpose;, - -
which is the total destruction of Jewish life in the térritories: .- .
under their control, civilization will have: suffered an overwhelming. :
disaster beyond the power of vietory to repair.  Military vietory .~~~
eannot recall a murdered people. from their mass graves. -7

The Conference records. its deép concern:that, four:months - . - ' -
after the Bermuda Conference, and eight months after the Collective. - - ¥%
Declaration of the United Nations condemning the mass murder of the - -
Jewish people in Europe, the democracies have as yet-falled:to in=- -
stitute sustained and vigorous action to rescue. those who may yét. -
be saved. . . : p T R

The position remains oh’a"ﬁ?géd'géaﬁvje};%hdﬁ ii’niftrh - meant ime

meny additional tens. of thousands of Jews have been hurried to .
unnatural .deaths. The conference asks that in the name of:the. ..
common faith in the fatherhood of God and of the ideals for.which -
the United Nations are fighting, that-the governments shall recog-.:.
nize that a distinetly Jewish problem has been created in Europe:::
which imposes a-necessary inescapable moral obligation on the:demo-

cracies and that’ such moral obligation must find expression in special’
practical measures which must be commensurate with the gravity and . " "§
urgency of the situation. The conference accordingly urges ‘that the - .

following measures be. taken immediately. :

- 1. A solemn warning addressed by, the leaders of the demo-
eracies to the Axis governments and their satellites must make "1t
clear that the instigators of ecrimes against Jews as well as the
accomplices and agents of the criminals will be brought to Jjustice.

That all who prevent the release of Jews from Axis captivity.
and their departure to havens of refuge will be punished for their -
complicity in the policy of extermination and that resistance to-the
policy of extermination and aid givén to-viotims of Nazi poliey will
be taken into consideration on the day of reckoning. i

2. This warning should be glven force and substance by the
immediate constitution of the allied commission on war orimes in .. !
London vhich though its formulation was announced nearly a year ago,

" has not yetmet, and 1t should be a primary task of the commission
" to bring home to the people of Germany the enormity of the orimes
conmitted in their name and the certalnty of retribution.

3. The democracids should recognize and proclaim the right
of temporary asylum for every surviving Jew, man, woman and child
who can escape from the Hitlerite fury into the territories of the
United Nations, .




L. There should-be‘a public acknowledgnenn or the right or 98 1
every Jewish refugee who can Treach Palestine not;only to find a haven'?
but to establish his permanent home in that‘country. R L

- 5. The neutral hations bordering ‘on- Axis oocupied territories
‘should be encouraged by .finaneial help by additional :supplies and by*"_
appropriate guarantees on the ultimete disposal of the refugees brought: -
- into their territory to secure the releasé.of Jews, ‘especlally chil-:
‘dren and give them hospitality. in their own 1ands or the ‘right ot
transit to havens of refuge. _ X

6. A special inter-governmental agenoy ‘should" be created---»f~'
I omphasize a special intér-goveramental agency: shiould be oreated:’
which, working in consultation with Jewlish organizations; should, be
provided with the resources-and armed with the authority to seize .

every opportunity to send Some supplies:through appropriaté channels,i tf?

provide the means for Jewish self defense and: ooordinete end expand
the work of rescue through the underground. e =y

The conference recognizes that all: the victims of Nazi op- :
pression, irrespective of race or faith are entitled to- aid and
succor from the United Nations. -But the situation of the Jews in .
Europe is unique’in its tragedy. They have-not only: been more deeply -
wounded- than any other people, hut alone among the ‘subject :communities
they have been dooméd.to total destruction by an act of. state.  For- -
every one of them,: men, women: and. children, the alternative to resou
is deportation and death. A e e e s .

In the name or the American Jews this conference respectively
addresses a most earnest appeal to the President of the:-United States™
not to suffer democracy to go-down in defeat ‘on°the first front
opened by Hitler in-his waron civilization. The conference affirms
its faith that democracy has in its power to deny victory on this
front to Hitler and teke the fate of the Jewish people in Europe out
-of his hands. It 13 not yet too late but time presses.

COOPERATTON WITH OTHER AGENCIES

1T, Be it Resolved ' that in view of the urgent necessity for the
rescue of our brethren in Europe, the committee which shall be ap-
pointed to conduct the affairs ofythis conference in the. interim be-
tween adjournment and the next sedbion of the conference be autho-
rized, in the discretion to implement and execute the rescue plens .
of the conference, and that it should be authorized, in its disoretion -
to cooperate with or to seek the cooperation of all existing relief
agencies and the representatives of European Jewrys, and to meke rep-
resentations to goveramental authorities.
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Hew York, H. !. ’

rr—studied very thoroughly b The xhattere :
4l e bing of: ‘our. lxecutive con-

It ig’ important that the: reccrd. ‘with reapect to the inceptio
- get forth. -InFthe call-1ssded to thé country for the meeting of.
ference, no reference -was: made. -to-any- proposal” for. the establiehment of & Rescue Gon—
mission. >The ‘purposes for.which the meeting was conwened v‘l,ere ‘to-conaider: ‘and -recomne
action on problems ralating to :the rights and:-‘status ws in ‘the post-war world; %
consider and recommend action’on “all mattyre 1ooking to the implementation ‘of the ri
of the Jewish people iwith: reapect to:Palestine; and 't ‘elact- & delegation t0 carry out
-the program of -the American Jewlsh Conference. in cooperation- with the' duly accredited:
representatives of Jews throughout : .the world..  Invitation was not extended “t6-the Joint - SER
Digtribution Committee or to certain other organizations to’ participate in the Gonference. e
The -exclusion of the Joint Distribution Committee and other similar: philanthropic relief:
agencies was based on the fact that "these agencies"are restricted by constitutional pro-
vigions from puticipating in activitiea of a.po cal gLt : I

Although the Joint Distribution Commitbee hae no such constitutiona.l px‘ovieions, it haa,
over a period of the lagt 29 years, consistently refrained from participa.tion in'activi-~
ties vhich have a dominant political obgjeobive.

“In response to a very insistent demand on the part of the delegates, the uwsgt]
the problem of immediate réscue of Jews in Nazi-ocoupied countries wae placed. on
agenda of the Confersnce for prompt discussion. It wase the general- understanding hat’
the Conference would geek in every appropriate-way,. to- bring to the attention of the:;
Amorican community, the United States Government, snd other governments, -the tragio
of Jews faced with extinotion. It was never 'oeliavad that. the:Conference, ~&8- such, would
undertake functional relief activities since that implied the creation of an administra~
tive machinery for that purpose.

The implication in your letter, is that there should be a single Jewis pgenoy to give

{Serving in the Armed Forces of the United States

e R R




"I.‘he J D c wBs: organi ed ge.a- repreeentative . uniting practically all groupe () 8
‘in the United ‘States, to the end that contributions would be made and relief administered.
without reference:to distinction ‘of. any:kind. iNo ‘other Jewlsh’ organization in:the’ Unit
‘States has represented such a unified, harmonious and coherent:effort-on:the part of- al
-elements as has.the J.D. G. ' No-other organization has performad its functions: vith’uuch :
utter absence of discrimina.tion, knowing -only one: pringiple, and that is that the re---
cipient: ‘of - the” benefactions: administered by it ‘ghould be a Jew or a: Jewish commnity in"
ineed.- ‘In thig manner we have -engaged for ‘almost. 30 years:in & va.riety of programe. £
emergency-aid, rescus and reha‘bilitation in over 50 countriee. ¥e.-have disbure notab
in Eastern Europe,-and- 7 ‘regime, 1n many other areas a total
| of $180, 000, 000,

fIn rela.tion to goVei-nmente,
“in-these difficult days’ enjoys “the  ¢o:
- ‘mental departments’in all ailied and neutral -countries: :
"up over & period of: years and ia ‘the- reeult of qountless actual experiencea, in “the " cml:.;s;,
relief -
- organization’ s.nd. a8 one which does: ‘not take. part 4n political aotivibiee. & tion=
ship.is-an indispensable:-asset to' Jewish- sufferare and nothing ehould ‘ue done or;risked
that mm‘l.d. tend’ to impair 1ts value

Ko project, plan or measure, however initiated or created a.nd by vhoms, g

that has to do’ with the rescus and relief.of Jews hes ever lieen brought.: he attention

of the J.D.C. that it has not received the fullest possible considerations . The J.D.C. has -
never failed orirefused to give its advice and counsel, to furnish such’ information a8 it
had, or to give the benefit of its guidance and: service matured by yeare‘of;» 03
In its organization and taking part in its determinations are representa
shade of Jewish opinion. In its work-abroad it has a staff. equipp
and through efficlency to deal with emergencies howéver greab.’: I 1 the United” . . =
" Btates 1s firmly established in the high regard of -the Jews of country for itg devo-i: -

tion, its integrity and its ability to plan, implement: and carr& out the’ functione en~ . -
V%:rusted to the J.D.C. o b

:axperience R

n the 1light of the sbove facts, we reply to the epeoific euggeetione of: yowr 1e te
‘Your letter proposes in subatance ap follows: B

./ Ao That the J.D.C. designate as many members of its Board. o 'eonnel ag. it

desires to sit as full members of tho Commission on Roscue”of. the American A
Jewish Conference.

B, That whenever any plan formally adopted by the Commission on Rescus require :
action which falls within the usual scope of activity of the J.D.0.; the exe-"
cution of such plan, whenever required, shall be carried out by the J.D.0. in
an autonomous manner. - :
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approval by ‘the .J.D.C ~auch ‘plans:shall’ then 'be carried out execut
7 ﬁnanced ‘by the Resc ,Comission : . (SR :
posala muat have ‘aga” necessary consequance

The acceptance o, these pror ! 1
anization: having ‘ag 1ta dominant rurpose pol_itical L

_ becomes ‘a part.of an org
Such an eventualit"' uld . gravely 1imit the J.D.0i1s ‘ability:to:b
would- hamper it iniite: Work of relief and vehabilitation and in

make. ite work impossible. :

With all good v:lshes,

e i s




