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Jews Want Vo~l 
· i .Io-Fris"co Par~ey -

-New Yori<, _Fell:· 26. CIPl ;;.. Tile 
' ... - American Jewlsh-Conferenc•L•n' 

nounced today· that. It would -Jef1' 
representation for Jewl!h orgail!u· 

.. · ttons at the United Nations Conf~r· 
_ :~"' ence In San Francisco on April 25-

-~ · iri dealing "with the. problems of 
relief, rehabilitation; resettlement 
and other aspects . of. postwar re• 
construcUon.11 _j}.~- -- ·-·_ 

The announcem~ilt, made by 
Louis -Lipsky, chairman of the 
executive committee, said the con
ference would request t!\e United 
Nations ta recognize .the Jewish 

· i claim for represe11tatlon on all 
,pge!"es established. to .deal · I.th - , 
·1post ar reconstruction.. - ·. 
· T e conference was establ ed 

- 11n l · 3 to acrtor American Je !sh 
'\org izatlons on matters affec 
!postwar_ ne•c!sJ>f"'Ej!l'..Qll,~~ .~!f.J,, 
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FEB 271945 

E~TPARLE~D 
Jewi1h Conference Seek1~Place 

' at San Francisco 

The Amerlc&n Jewlsb Conference 
announced yester(jay. following_ a 
meeting of 11.i interim committee 
In the Hotel Biltmore, that the 
United Nations conference •ched·, 
uled for April 25 in San Francisco j 
would be asked to hear repreaenla· 1· 
Uvee of Jewi~ groups here and 
abroad on post-war rehab!Jltatlon. 
The announcement wu ntllde by 
Louis Lipsky, chaiTman of the ex
ecutive committee and one of three 
co-chairmen of the Interim com--
mittee. 1 

~
e group proposed esi'\bllsh

me t of a committee of repreaenta .. 
ti•· of the conference, o~ the 
W td Jewish Congress and ·<II the 
B<i ii of Deputies of British Jews 
to worl< out methods of coordlna· 

. ~Ion and cooperation. 

-c?-
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-; 
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Dear llr. Kenen1 

I wish to nckno\1ledge and thank you tor your let_~r 

of Februar1 6, 1945, . tumishihg me •1th the inf'OJ'llla tion to 

which 7ou referred at our meeting .on Pebruacy 6
1 

1945. 

!:Ir. I. L. Kenen, 
• Alll8ricen Jewieh Conl'erence, 

521 11tth A'renue, 
New York 17, .Hew York. 

Ve17 tnLcy;yOU1's, 

((SlgnedJ .Florence Hodel.-

· norence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Direct.Or 
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. . _._ - i>' - . . .... 
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LOUIS LIPSKY 
H.Em.Y MOSSl.Y' 

Co·Chairmm 
MAURICE BI5GYEI. 
SIGMUND W. DAVID 
RABBI WlLLL\J.I DRAZIN 
AA.JI.ON DROOCK 
RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDR.ATil 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN . 
RA.Bill SIJ.!ON FEDE.REUSCH 
PROF. HAYlll Flli.EYAN 
J. GEORGE FJl.E.DYAN 
DAKIEL FlUSOI 
I.EON GEUJIAH 
Jt1DGEi LEW'lS GOLDBERG 
FRAllK GOLDMAll 
DR. SOLOllON GOU>llAN 
Mil. SAMUEL GOLDSTEl!I 
RABBI JlOBER.T GOl.DJ.S 
HAYlll Glt.EENBER.G 
MU. SAMUEL W. ILU.l'RIH 
Mu. HUGO Hnnr.ANN 
JlA.aBJJi\Ji&UG.HE.Ll.EJt 
E00.U J. IUUFMAllH 
J.11..5. BARNETT E. K<>l'a.MAN 
OWil.ES P. KVJLE1 
lllA£1. KRAW!Jl 
SU>N~Y G. KU5V.'O!Jl 
HON. LOUlS £. l.EVIMTHAL 
DL SA.Uva. MAJ.GOSHES 
MOi.TU.lU MAY 
RA.Bat 1avmo iuu.a. 
DJt. SAMUEL NJ.Jl.ENSTEIN 
HO:t. NATifAN D. PE.KUlAN 
J£fFDSON B. PEYSER. 
HAU.YA. PJNB 
Mu. DAVID DB SOLA POOL 
AOOLPH Ros.ENBUG 
D\'OUH ROTiiB.U.O 
HOH. MOUJS ROTHENBEl!.G 
SAMUEL ROTHSTEJH 
BENJAMDi SAHU.EU 
LOULSSEGAL 
HEJUlAJI SHULJlAH 
Di.. ABBA HJLLE.L S!LVEJC. 
E.O""'JAJtD S. Sil.YU 
SlllOH E. SO.BELOFP 
OlllLES SO!iUEURElCH 
Al.EX f, STA2fTO?I 
HOH. M£Jat STEJNBUH~ 
HEi'.JUJlH STEr.Jf 
ROBUTfiZOLD 
01. JOSEPH TE'JiEltBAVJl 
MP.S. IMUl.lCE TUJUlElt 
JOB W£IHGAl.TE1l 
MU. .IOSEPll J.I. WEI. T 
DAVll>Wanw.u 
na. STEFu.e11 s. wue 
Ut.I. 5TEPHE1f S. W"B 
BUUCll ZUCKEl!.llAll 

Executive Committee 
LOUil LIFJKY 

Cbaitrnan 
J.lAUAJC£ BH-OJEP. 
RA!IBl IAAUPJCE 11, EHEllDIATH 
Ml.I. llMU P. Ell"1EJ11 
JAJI! EVAJU. 
P10P. JfA'llJ.f f/Jtf.UAU 
J, 0£01.G.e: fllDUAH 
LEOH Gfl.UIAll 
CHA•.LE.J P. l<JAUER. 
Hou. tlATH'AJl D. P.EAUl'AH 
HON. Moua ROTIIEUeERO 
$AUUEL JIOTlliTElll 
MAX J, SCHJIEmEJl 
HUUAUSH1JJ.UAU 
ALEX P. STAUTOH 
DAVIO WEATIIEJU 
D.I. 5TEPllEH 15. wue 

521 Fifth Avenue t.1.p!.~ .. MUm1 H1u2.7197 . New.· YoI·k 11, N •. Y. 

Mies Florenoe Hodel 
War Refugee Board 
Waehington, n.c. 

Dear M1e e Hodell 

February 6,. 1945 

I promieed to acquaint you w:I. th tlie' infor
im.ticn to which I referred at our meeting tod~. 

. · . ./ . 

, . There 111 a dispatch from Palcor~ (Paleetlne 
Corrospondenoe) from London today, 11hioh sayt that · 
refugees recently arrivipg in Bucharest say tb&.t from -
60,000 to 1001000 Jem have survived iri-Budapeet and. 

,c that of these, 401 000 are found in the @tletto. A. nUl!lber 
of leading Je\'18 are mentioned as being alive and safe. 

-In Carpatho,.-Russia, the diepatoh oolitinues, 1600 .to 
2000 survive and in North Transylvania, the number of 
survivors hae inoreased from 51 0001 reported earlier~ to 
71000• Only 7 1 000 are nlIJOri;ed to have survived in 
liberated Htingary outside o.f l'ludapeat;c 

,/ 

hlother_ diepatoh, J .T~A. thie morning, from 
~areaw, eays that about 3,000.Jews are among the 30,000 
surviving ]lien and woman at, Warsaw. · -· · 

,, - ----_ -----. -
_ Ille I:ndependent JGwish Press Service, in a 

dispatoh from London today, says _that the Jloeoow radio · 
yesterday addressed an impassioned warning to the Nazil, 
in llhich it told of a plot by the Germane ·to ·murder the 
40,,000 Jews interned in Theresienstadt, warning that 
these deaths will be avenged should· the Nazis dare to 
go through with he 

-
I am very gr~teful to you for your oourtesy . 

at this morning's meeting. · · 

ILK1.t'Bk 

Sinoerely yours, 

~~ 
·lk,~ I. L, Kenon 

TIIB INTllRIM COMMITillB WAS l!STADLISllBD BY me DBLBGATBS OP TIIB AMBRICAN 
JBWISll CONFl?RBNCB JN NBW YORK, SEPT, 2, 1943, 10 IMPl.BMENT m llBSOLUTIONS 
ON: TIIB RBSCUB OP lltlllOPBAN JllWllY; TIIB RIGlm AND STATUS OP JBWS IN TIIB 
l'O$l'•Wt.ll WOtu.D; TIIB Rl~m OP TIIB JBWISll PBOPLB Willi RBSPBCT TO PALB$TINQ, 

\ 
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U.TEBBf CO!lflifITl'EE 
DR. IUAEL GOLDSTEJN 
HENRY MONSKY 

DL STEPHENS. WlSE 
Co-Chair nun 

.MAURICE BISGYER. 
NAOMI CH.ER.TOPP 
SIGMIDiD W. DAVID 
J. DAVID DEL!U .• 'I 
RABBI WILLIAM DRAZJN 
RABBI MAURICE N. El.S.ENDJtATif 
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PROF. HULAN J. ETnINOER. 
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PROP. HAYBI FINEllAH 
J. GEORGE fllD>IAN 
DA..'iIEL fRJ.SCH 
LEO!l GELUfAN 
fJtANX GoLDJUN 
OR... $01..0llON' Go!D!lAN 
MU. SAMUEL GOWSTEJN' 
RABBI ROBERT GoR.DIS 
HAYU.I GP.EENBER.G 
MRS. SA'-iUEL W, HALPRIN 
MR.S. HUGO HARTJ..lAh'N 
RABBI JAllES G. HELL.a 
HER.YAN ffOFFJIAN 
EDGAR. J. KAUFMANN 
C11ARLES P. KllA1Wl 
SIDNEY G. KUSV."-Oll( 
HON. LOUIS£. LEVnmfAL 
LOUlSLrPU:T 
Jt7UUS LMNGSTON 
DJt. SAMUEL lAARGOSHES 
RABBI Javma l..tu..LEJt 
DL SAUUE.L NIRENSTEIN 
ffAUJ A. PntE 
J.lll. DAVJD DE SOLA POOL 
ADoLPH ROSEHBERG 
OVDi.AH ROTHBAi.D 
Hon. Moua ROTHEltBERG 
SAJ.CUEL ROTHSTEUI 
lSIOOJlSACJC 
BENJAllJn SAMUELS 
LOUIS SEGAL ' 
HOH. C.AJ!L SHERUAN 
llllllAJi SHULilAN 
DJt.. AB3A Hitt EL SILVD 
HO:t. MEIER sm:rn;w1x 
HER.llA!tH STU.H 
ROBE.RTSZOLD 
DR. JO'sEPH TENENBAUM 
M.U. M.AURJC.t! TURJIER 
I.US. JmHH IA. WELT 
DAVID WE.R1H£U.C 
IA.U. STEPH.EH S. WllS 
81.JlUCH ZUCURUA.11 

Admlaiuralive Commiuee 
LOUJS LIPIXY 

Ch4irma11 
IAAUJUC2 BWJYEa 
IAUllEL CAPLA?f 
RABbl MA.UR.lee ll. EUE?rDIATH 
MU. l.fo1U p, fnTElll 
JAJl'BEVAHS 
J. GEOR.CE fllDllAll 
LEO:I GEUUMI 
WJLUAUGEUEJl 
HA YIU GJ!ESUUl.O 
ClfA>I.U P, KAAJIEA 
51D!le-Y 0. KUHr'OJUI 
fl.UBI Javmo IJILUA 
SAMUEL Rarn .. ni:m 
MAX J. ICHJIEIDER 
H£UIAH 511V1.~AH 
DR. AIDA llJLLEL 5rLVEA 
METER W. WEWJAL 
DAVID W£ttTifEJH 
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• 521 Fifth Avenue Tll•phone MUliay Hill 2-il97 New York 17, N. Y. 

February l, 1945 

Miss Florence Hodel 
Assistant Execu'ti ve Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. c. 
Dear ~.tiss Hodel: 

. ,-· 

I reached Professor Fineman.late 

this afternoon and he will be in New Ydrk on 
,_~:· 

·ruesday at 11:30 A.M. to meet General O'Dwyer 

and yourself- at 40 Wall Street. 

ILK:s 

Appreciating your.courtesy, 

Sincerely yours, 

g4,<~ 
I. L •. Kenen 

TIIB INTl!lal COUMITTIJB WAS BSTADLISllBD BY TllB DBLllGATBS OP TIIB AMllJllCAN 
JllWISll i::DNPERBNCB IN NBW YOJUC, SEPT, 2, 1943, TO IMPLBMENT m aBSOLUllONS 
ON: TIIB RBSCUB OP llUJ.OPl!AN JBWRY; nm' RIGllTS AND STA1VS op· JBWS IN 'nlB 
POST·WAI WORLD; TIIB RIGllTS OP TIIB JBWISll PBOPLB \VITI! RESPECT TO PALBSTINB. 
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~ ~f,, SPECIAL DELIVERY - .. --. --

Miss Florence Hodel 
· 11ssistant Execufi.Ve Director 
Viar Ret'ugee Boar(! 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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_Ameri~an J EWISH. 
INTElilltf l:Dllfltfl'ITEE 
OJt. ISRAEL GOLDSTEN 
HENRY MONSKY 
OR.. STEPHENS. WISE 

C,,.CiH:frmen 

MAURICE BlSGYER 
NAOMI CHU.TOFP 
Slra.IUND W. DAVID 
J. DAVID DELMAN 
RABBI Wll.1.1AY ORA.ZIN 
RABBI MAURICE N. El!Eh."Dl.AiH 
1W MOSES P. EPsJEIN 
Pi.OP. HUIAN J. ETTUNGEJl 
RABBJ SIM.OS FEDEJtBUSCH 
PROP. HAYIM fillEMAN 
J. GEORGE fREDJ.L\H 
DANI.EL FUSCH 
LEO!f GELUl.AH 
~NKGOLDHAH 
QL SOLOJ.ION GoLDJlAN 
MU. SMIUEL GOLDSTEIN 
RABBI ROBERT GoRDlS 
HA YJY GR.E.Eli6E1l0 
MRS. SAMUEL W. HALPRIN 
Mll. lfUOO HAJtTJIANN 
RABBI J>J.IES G. HEUER. 
HElilAN HOFFJ.IAN 
EDGAR J. KAUFllANH 
CHhJU.ES P. XR.Aw:Ea 
StD~iEY G. KU$V.i0ill 
HO!-l. LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 
LOUJS Lf:M.KY 
JUUUS LM!:CSTml 
DJt.. SAUUEL MAR;GOS!IE.S 
RABBI IRVING MIU.ER 
DL SAMUEL NIREltSTEDl 
HAUT A..PmE 
MU. DA'.'lI> DE SOLA PooL 
ADOLPH ROSENBElO 
OVO?.AH ROTHB/t.llD 
HON. 11.0llll ROTii.EUBEE.G 
SAMUEL ROTIUTEUI 
Jsmoa. SACK 
BEMJAl.U!l S • .\MUELS 
LOU15SEG..a.L 
HON. CAP.L SHUYAH 
HE.I.YAU SHULUAH 
DL ABBA HJLLEL SlLVri 
HON. MEJ£P. STEJUBJIJ."iJ: 
HER.KA!m ST£J!Jf 
ROO&T SZOJ.h -'!-l· 
DL JosEPH TalESBAUJ.I '" 
MU. MAURJCE TUS!JiEJl 
MU. JosEPJI 1.t. WELT 
DAVID WERTHEJJ.I 
Mu. STEPHEU $. wne 
BARUOI ZUCKEfJ.IAH 

Admlnia111iive Commiuee 
LOUii LtPSY.1' 
.. Ch11irman 

'\ IAAVJUCE BJ.Vj'f£Jt 
\ SAMUEL CAPLAH 
'_ RU.Bl MAVRJCP. tl. EISEJmlA1H 

'--, Wt.&. l.to1U p, EHnm 
JAJfB EVAt:S 
J. GEORGE fitEDJ.IAH 
LEO!f GJ!LUIAH 
WIWAU GE.RIJO 
HAYIM GJtEUIBfAO 
CHAlU.EI p, ~UU 
$1D!1£Y O. KUlf/OlU< 
fl.UIU liVIHG IAILLE& 
IAUtlEL ROTIU.TEIH 
MAXJ.WUfEWEA 
HElUfAH SHULUAH 
DL ABBA HILLEL 51LVEJl 
MEYll W. WEJ.SClAL 
DAVIO WE&TIWll 

521 Fifth Avenue 

Brig. Gen. William O'Dwyer 
Direotor 
War Refugee Boarc1 
Washington, D.c. 

.Dear Brig. Gen. O•Dwyex:c 

Td<Jh••• MUrny HJU 2·7197 New York17, N. Y. 

Jrily we, on behalf of the Jmerlcan Jewish 
Conferenoe, extend to you every possible cooperation in 
the proseoution of the work that you have undertaken as 
Director of the War Refugee Board, and assure you of o\Jr 
support in expec1i ting this urgent work. We are oontic1en1i 
that you share our view that effeotive measures oan still 
be1 pressed to rescue those who surv:I. ve in .Ads•oooupied 
Elirope. -

/ 
lrh°• Kenen, secretary of the Committee on 

Rescue of the Conference, tried to reach you in Nalf York 
today to ascertain whether you would care· to milke. yoilr 
first speech in New York under the auspices. of the, Amen:can 
Jewish Conference. fle are holding a report meeting for our 
delegates and electors on Monday evening, February 12th• 
at the Hotel Commodore, at which· the· questions. of rescue 
and,.J>~ishment of war criminal.e wili be discussed~ . . 
Mr. Kenan will telephone you in New York on· your return there 
Thursday. 

BY1f11k 

Sincerely yours, 

1+~1~ 
Hayim Flneman, Chairman 
CO!Jlnittee on Rescue 

nrs INTP.&lM COMMITlllB WAS BSTABLISllBO DY n1s DBLIJGATBS OP nlB AMERICAN 
)1111'1511 CONl'J!llBNCB IN NllllV YOlllt, SBPJ'. 2, 1943, TO IMPLllMJINT ITS aBSOLU110NS 
ON: rns IU!5CllB OP BUllOPllAN JBWllY; nlB lllGllTS AND STATVS OP JBWI IN ms 
POST·WIJl ll'Olll.D; nlB RIGHTS OP nrs Jllll'ISll PBOPLB ll'ITII RBSPDCT TO PALBSTINS. 
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INTEBil\f CO!lfllflTIEE 
DR.. ISRAEL GOLOSTE.IN 
HE?ilY MONSKY 
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J. GEORGE FR.EDlUN 
DANIEL FR.15CH 
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MU. SAMUEL GOLDSTEJN 
RABBI ROBERT GORDU 
HA.YIN GR.EEN'BERG 
MU. SAMUEL W. HALPRIN 
MU. HUGO HARTM.AliN 
RABBI J.\UE.S G. HEU.ER 
HElUlAN HOFFJlAN 
EDGAi. J. KAUFllANH 
CHARLES P. XRAllll ~ 
SfD?IEY G. KUSV.'OR.11 
Hml. L0Ul$ E.. LEVINTHAL 
LOUIS lJPSXY 
JUUU! LMNGSTOH' 
OR.. SAMUEL MAROOlHES 
RAB!IJ JP.VJHG MILLER 
DR. SA!.IU£L NIRENSl'EJN 
HAU.TA.PINE 
Mil 0A\1D DE SOLA PooL 
AOOL.9H ROSENBEJ'.G 
OVOJtAH ROTHBARD 
HON. Molll! ROTHE?HJEP.G 
SAMUEL ROTillTEJH 
JS1DOR SACK 
BEHJAUUI !iAUUEU 
LOUU SEG.\L 
HON. CAAL SHERJIAlf 
HE:l.ll.AU SllUUU.H 
OR. AflaA HILLEL SILVER. 
HO!I. MEJE.R STElUDll'iK. 
HEl.llA:tfH STU!J 
ROBllT SZOLD 
Da. .IOSEPH TEliE!illAUU 
MU. JdAURJCE TU~iER 
MU. Ji»EPJI Lt WELT 
DAVID WERTHElM 
MU. STEPJIEll S. Wlte 
BAAUCH zUcKElllAn 

Admlniafralivc Commillee 
LOUlSUPU:Y 

Chairm11n 
MAtlRlCJ!: BlSGYP& 
SAUVEL CAP1AH 
RABBI MAU.See"· EJJEJrDJ'AtH 
MJ.L Moiu P. EfiTEJH 
JA.He EYAJil 
J. GEORGE FllfD_l,IAJf 
LEO:r GELLUAll 
WILLIAM G0:1.lU. 
JfA'llU GRE'EUMP.O 
CllAllE! P. IU!Allil 
ltDli.BY G. Jt\U17''0JU4 
RA&81 Ja.vmo MILLE.It 
IAMUELROTIUTEJJf 
MAX J. £CHJIEIDEJl 
llUJIJJI !llUUWI 
~ ABDA HILLEL 151LVEI 
J.lsrtt'l/.'l/llS<lAJ. 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

~. 
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521 Fifth Avenue TetfllhDDIMllrnrHm 2·7197 -N~w York 17;--N>Y. 

l.!iss Florence Hodel 
hlsistant Executiye Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25 1 D.C. 

January 29th, -1945 

~· 
Dear l!iss ITO<iel: 

Thank you for your note of January 26th. 

' Professor Fineman end I will be at your 
ofi'ice on Friday at 5:00 P.1!. 

I regret -vorYi muoh that Mr. P\lhl_e is -;~
unable to oome to our meeting. I note that he,r 
has -been succeeded by Brii;. Gen. William 0'Dwyer 0 

Do you think that Brig. Gen. 0' Dwyer WO!lld oare 
to coine? The tooeting is scheduled for Monday, 
February 12th, at the Hotel Commodore~-

Sincerely yours, 

0.k: 
ILK:i'sk 

\ 

TllB INTIWM COMMllTEB WAS BSTADLISllBD DY TIIB DBLOOAT115 OP TIIB .UllllllCAN 
JBW'ISll CONFDBNCB IN Nll1ll' YORK, SBPT, 2 1 194); TO IMPLllllBNr ITS IBSOLUllONS 
ON: TIIS IU!5CUS OP BIJROPl!AN JllWRlf; TIIS RIGHTS AND STATUS OP )BWS IN TIIB 
POST•W.U WOlU>; TIIB RIGHTS OP TllD JIIWl511 POOPLD Wini llDSPECT TO PAl.DST1NB. 
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JAN261945 

Dear .llr. Kenenr 
·,-,, 

Receipt Js aclquwledged of 1our lnter . ot 
Jmuary 23, l94S<i. · ... -

. Thu letter will contir.11 to you the appoin\-
aent which baa been lllllde tor Professor Pinemn \oJmet 
Jlr• Pehle on Febl'Wl17 2nd at S p.111. · 

IA-. Pehle has uked Ille to thank you tor your 
kind invitation to attend your oan.terence. on rescue work 
in Hew York. He regreta-exceediligly that, due to the 
preelllll"e ot 1t0rk in Wqehington, he will be unable ti> -
accept your itlvitation.· · 

Florence HOdel 
Assistant Executive Director 

llt'. I. L. Kenen, 
American Jewish ll>nferenoe, 
521 Filth Avenue, 
lew IOl'k 17, H. Y. 

~ FH1hd l/2h/4S 

I 

" ;--..-t_ 

--·-.-,-·: . •', 
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-.American JEW IS 

lfl'TEBIM EDMMrrrEE 
DR. ISR.AEL GOLDSTEIN 
HEURY MONSKT 
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

Co-CbtJirmtn 

MAURICE BJSGYER 
NJ.Olli CHER.TOPP 
SIGMUh"O W. DAVID 
J_ DAVID DELMAN 
RABBI WllllMI DRAZP.l 
RABBI MAURICE N. EllENDKATH 
f.IP.S MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
PROF. HUIAN J. ETTLJNGEi. 
RABBI SIMON FEDER.BUSCH 

-PROP. HAYIM FJNEM.AH 
J. GEO?.GE fR.EDJUH 
DANIEL FR.l!.CH 
LEOS GELI.llhN 

Fl.AUK GOLD!.IAH 
Dl.. SOLOMON GOUl!lAN 
MRS. SA.JlUEL C.OU>STEIN 
RABBI ROBE.AT GoRDlS 
ffA YIM filEENBllO 
W.S. SAMUEL W. HAU'Rm 
a.tu. HUGO HA.RTM.ANN 
RABBI JAJLES G. HELLD. 
HElilAH HOPPJ.lAN 
EDGAR J. KAUFJlANH 
CHAR.LES P. KRAYD. 
SWNEY G. KUSVO"ORJ.I 
HON'. l01JJS E.. LEVIHTHAL 
LOUULlPSKT 
JuLrus Ltvn;r.srou 
Dit. SASUJEL MARCOSHES 
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521 Fifth Avenue 

JJ:i.ss Florence Hodell 
Viar Refugee Board 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Miss Hodell: 

TolephDBI Yilmr run 2·7lll7 New York 17; N. Y, 

January 23rd, 1J;l45: 

.As Ijinformed y9u over the telephone, 
Professor Hayim Fineman of Temple University, Philadelphia, 
has assumed the ohairplimship of the Committee.on Rescue of 
the .hnerican Jewish ponference 1 a positifn formerly shared 
by Rabbi Irving Miller and Ur. Herman Shulman. 

Professor Fineman would like the opportunity 
to meet I.Jr. Pehle at 1Jr. Pehle's earliest convenience and 
to discuss with him the aotivi ties of the Board. - Professor 
Fineman is free to be in Washington on January 2_6th1 on 
January 31st and on February 2nd. 

The other matter which I mentioned-to you over 
tho telephone has to do with a proposal to hold a meeting in 
?lew York, at which it is suggested a report be rendered to~ 
the oonstituenoy of the Conference on the progress of rescue 
work. Such a meeting would be held in Carnegie Hall or in 
one 9f the larger hotels• Since this w0uld be in 'l;lie nature 
of a 'report on progress made, it wo\lliJ:ie-moat desirable to 
have an address by :Mr. Pehle and we would deem it a privilege 
to sponsor suoh e. gathering in New, Yorke · 

Circumstances have made it impossible for us to 
present Ur. Pehle to the Jewish public of this City in the 
past. You may reoall that when we sponsored a meeting marking 
tho-anniversary of the Battle of the Warsaw Ghetto on April 19 
last year, llr. Pehle had made it a rule not to address public 
meetings. Later, we were eager to have him at a mass demon• 
stration in July in oomeotion with the Hungarian situation, 
but at that time he was on vacation. We oan very well 
appreciate that Yr. Pehle is reluctant to speak on matters 
whioh l!IWlt because of their nature be kept oonfidential, but 
we nevertholeso feel that an address by him at this time ,is 
desirable. in view of the deop~ooncern for tho fate of the half 
a million Jows who still romain in Ads territory, 

ILK1i'sk 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
I. L. Kenon 

nrB lnrt!at~I COW.llTfllll WAJ l!STADLISllED DY nre DillllGATBS OP nrn AYillUCAN 
JBWLl!l CONPlllUINCB IN NBW YOJ.X, SHPT, 2, 1943, TO IMPLmll!Nl' 111 J.BSOLUTIONI 
ON: TIIB Jlll5CUB OP llUHOPl!AN JllWllY; nm J.IGlm AND STAlllS OP JBWS IN 1118 
l'OS't·WAR WORLD; nfB J.IGHTS OP •me JBWJ511 PBOPLB wm1 J.BSPllcr 'IO PAl.l!STINB. 
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A"\'.sks Action·. on Palestine . ' l 

The ~erlc~ Jewis~ ~~f e~ _Ce, 
521 Fifth.Aveiiue1-m-a nieSsage o~ 
congratulation to ·Pr~sident Roose
velt on his inauguratlon'_yesterdB.y~ 
urged that the. forth~ming __ "Big 
Three" confererice consld~r the 
problerils of rescu~ng and resettling -
Ute Jews of Europe and_t!te recon· 
structlon of Palestine ao a free and · 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

The message, signed by Dr' Israel 
Goldstein, Louis Lipsky and Henry 
Monsky, co-chairman of Ute Interim 
committee_ of the confCrenc~, ex
pressed- Ute convlctlori. that many 
ot the more than a half million Jews 
wh~-emaln lh -Axis-occupied ~- _ 

roP_• .. could-. be .. ___ sa·v-ed. _lf· -ac-tl-•o:-n_ n the atter was tsken by the U t· 
ed tions In concert: with :neu al ,-
pow ~·- ·-:._ ~-~ -'~ -.:..' 
~- _ ... _ --- - -- .::__ ::--::-::- --:·-:: ~--,-.- -=-- -
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January 4,, 1945 · 

, -- . - ' '-. . . . / . 
Ill'. I. L. Kenen and Jlr.· Kurt GrosBmail of .the .American Jmsh 

Conference called today .ta discuss the resolutim 1'hich was adopted at 
thair Pittabur&hccnferenoe.1n December1~a:copy.of1rl:doh was· sent~to: 
Secretary J.rorgenthau .and llt. Pehle. · · · - · · 

- - - . 

l9ssrs. Akzin, Jllloks and. Kocormaok and. Jd.ss Hodel-represented • 
the War Refugee Board. All of the specific pointe in the. rea~uUcn 
were disaussed in detail with the}represen~ati'7ea of-the ~rican Jewiah
CCCl.ference. In addition,, they 8$ked ua speoifically tor :lnf•tim 0111• 
oeming future plea of the War _Refugee Board and tor information om- · 
oeming our preeent activities. They were adv:l.s_ed in general cmcerning 
the present pr.Ograms of the Board and were told that the Board ill cm.;. 
tinuing to do everything i)os11ibla_ ccnaiatent}"ith the prosecuticn of tbe 
~ to save the Jns remaining in occupied i&irope. · -

F. Hodel 
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. DEC 3019M · 

Dear Ill'. Kenen t · 

Thank )'OU tor the copy ot the Report of the 

Interim Col!llDittoe o~··the American JQleh Conterence 
- ,~J 

which you sent us with your letter ot Depember 12, 

1944. 

Rr. I. .L. Kenen 
A111erican Jewish Conference 
521 Filth Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

RBHutchieon1inp 12/29/44 

S1noereiy yours, 
' ' 

flHRnet!) ,fi W.Pe!l'.le 

J. W. Peble . 
· Executive Director 

W--· 

/f 
{ 
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521 Fifth Avenue 
- -- ,-

December i2, 1944 

Mr. John W. Pehle, 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Executive Director 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I am.enclosing a copy of the 

which was submitted to the second session of the 

American Jewish Conference at Pittsburgh last week,· 
I 

by the Interim Committee of the Conference and its 

three Commissions •. 

Very .sincerely yours, 

~· 
I. r.. Kenen 

-__ i 

For the Administrative Committee 

ILK:s 
enc. 

nrn lNTl!RlM COMMIITBB WAS l!STADLISllBD BY n1e l>DL£GATllS OP nre AMBRICAN 
JBWISll CONFBRllNCB IN NSW YOJIK, SBPT. 2, 1943, 'IO IMPLB~IBNr ITS aBSOLUTIOHS 
OH: n1e Rl!SCUB OF l!UROPBAN JBWllY; nrn RIGHTS AND STAllJS OP JSWS IN 'nlB 
FOST·WAR WORLD; nlB lllGlllS OF nrn Jl!WISll PBOPLB Wini RBSPECI' 'IO PALBSTINB. 
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DEC 211944 · ' 

Dear Jtr. Kenan&; 

Seoretar:r Uorgenthau has referred to me yaur 
letter of Deoellber 18, 1944, enclosing a copy of a. reso-. 
lution recently adopted by, the American Jewhh Conferenoa, 
a copy of which you also forwarded to 1116 under the srune 
date. 'l'ha e.11pression of gratitude for theworkof the 
War Refugee Board set forth in the resolution is deeply 
appreoiated. 

I assure ;you that this Government will continue 
its efforts to save the J ewe and other viotims of Nalli · 
oppression remaining in enemy Europe. 

/ 
Ur. I. L. Kenan, 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle~ 
EJteoutive Direotor 

~"' Seoretary of the Interim 
Comm1. ttee, 

v' American Jmr.ish Conference, 
521 Fifth Avenue, 
Hew York 17, N. Y. 

~ ~ FHahd 12/')JJ/ 44 
fu_ 

.·. __ \ · 
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52.1 Fifth Avenue t11rpliID Mu111J Hll1His7 · New York 17, N. Y; 

Deoember 161 1944 
/ 

The Honorable Henry Uorgenthau 
Seoretary of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C~~'' 

{-~ -

Dear Sir: 

The lmerioan Jewish Conference, at 
its second session in Pittsburgh Dec,mber 3rd 
to 6th, adopted a series or resolutfons dealing 
with the rescue and rehabilitation or the Jeivs 
of Europe and their post-war atatus. 

Anohg these resolutions was one· 
urging the continuation of the War Refugee Board 
and proposing measures tb accelerate· the rescue 
of those sti 11 threatened by the Ade. 

I have the honor to submit this 
'resolution for your cionsiderati on. 

ILK1fsk 
Eno. 

scx;y ~rs, . ·. 

·~ 
I. L. Kenon 
Secretary oi' the 
Interim Committee 

nre INT£111M COMMITTBB WAS ESTADLISlll!D DY n1s nnLEGATllS OP n1s OOuCAN 
JBWl511 CONPl!llBNCB IN Nl!W YORK, SBPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLBMllNT ITS P.llSOLtlllONS 
ON: nm lll!SCllB OP RUROPl!AN JfiWllY; TIIB RIGHTS AND STATUS OP Jl!WS IN 1118 
POST·WAll WORLD; n1s RIGHTS OP nrn JBWISll PEOPLB WITll Rl!SPECT ,TO PALIJSTINB, 
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521 Fifth Avenue 

Yr. John w. Pehle, 
Ex:eoutl.ve Direotor 
War Refugee Boar~ 
Ylashington, D. c~: 

'\\ 
Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Tolephm UtlltlJ Hill 2·7197 New' York 17, N. Y. 

December 18; 1944 

The .&ierioan Jewish Coni'erenoe, at 
its seoond session in Pittsburgh December 3rd 
to 5th, adopted a series of resolutions dealing 
with the rescue and rehabilitation of the Jews 
of Europe and their post-war status. 

Anong these resolutions was one 
urging the continuation of the War Refugee Board 
and proposing measures to aooelerate the resoue 
of those ati 11 threatened by the Axis~· 

~· I have the ·honor to submit this 
·resolution for your consideration.--

ILK1fsk 
Eno. 

I• L. Kenen 
Seoretary of the 
Interim Connni ttee 

TIIB INTERIM COMMl1TllB WAS E5TADLISllBD DY n1e DBLEOATllS OP TIIB AMERICAN 
JBW15ll CONPl!RBNCB m NBW YORK, SBPT, 2, 1943, ro WPLBMBN1' m llBSOLtmONS 
ON: TIIB Rl!SCUB OP BUROPIL\N Jl!WllY; TIIB RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JBWS IN n1a 
POST-WAR WORLD; nre RIGllTS OP nre JBWISll PEOPLB wm1 Rl!SPBCT ro PALBmNB. 
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RE.So WT ION 

adopted by.the 

AllERICAN JEWISH cONFERENCE -

The American Jewish Conference, recei+lng th~ ~epi>ri of its 

Rescue Commission; and bearing the repo~ts of. obs~~e~s and expert~ . 

in the field, hereby expresses its solemn conviction th~t the lit~ -· 

and-death emergency which originally brought the WB.r_-Refugee Boal-d 

into being hes'.:ii.ot yet ended and will indeed continue untu ·i~~"Na~i 

\_ 
l 

\ 
I 

l 
. ·i 

' i 

I l 
. I .. 

regime has been completely deetroyed and the Axis powers fineil.y 

defeated. 
-•-. ------L•-- • 

To save innocent human lives from the doom of-death pronounced I 
over them by the Nazis, we ask f~.r accelerated ·efforts to speed .rescue. 

The American Jewish Conference expresses its deep gratitude 

to the War Refugee Board for its tirelees and energetic efforts to 

effect the rescu: of J ewe and others from Axis..dominat~d coUn.t:dea;· 

and appeals to the President of the United States in -view of the 

continuing emergency and the continuing opportunity -to save _human 

livee, to extend the term of the Board so that its work. of resc1.£e may 

be continued. 

At thiswery moment, tangible steps looking to the reecue of 

untold n1llilbers of Jews can be carried out. Without injury tO the 

war effort, ships and other means of ti-ansportation should be made 

available now for the transportation to Palestine of the remnants of 

European J awry, particularly for thousands of children orphaned by 

the mess suicide of their mothers in a desperate effort to win 

immunity for thelll from the Nazi exter.llination centers. Throughout 

the most critical phases of the war, me~il(Y ships were made available 
- -"' 

•and rightly for bringi~succor to victims of Nazi oppression -in 

Europe. 

We urge the United ·Nations to demonstrate their adherence 

to their declarations, to save the victims of Nazi bestiality by 

allocating ships and other means of transportation for immediate 

· rescue work. 

* * * * 

.· 1 

'· 

11---
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The American Jewish eonf'erence e:itPress~s ~ts grati iude 

the Holy See and to th,e Gov_ernm~ts of Spain, S-.rede~ ~d sntzeriand 

for the protection_they offered und~rdifficul.t conclitions tO'the 

persecuted Jews in Hungary and els~where •• It is ~n~id~~ th~~ this 
1 

protection will be continued and its scope enlarged :in accordknce 
' \ 

nth the needs. 

The Conference urges the Governments of.those liberated 

coul\tries -.rhos!) .k.tlsh cl tizens are being helci by the R~ichas forced 

laborers in Germany and other Axis-dominated couritries,·to.demand 

through all appropriate channel~ _that_thes~ -!.e~11li _for~e~J!llx?1'.erJ1 
. - . ' 

be accorded the same treatment as their non.:.Jewlsh citizens ~ the 

same catego:cy. . .. 
The Gonferen~; also urges these Governments, as well as the 

International Golll!Dittee of the Red Cross, to_ use ·ev_ery possible 

opportunity for the r~patriation of these Jewish forced laborers, who 

are in constant danger of extermination. 

* * * * 
The Conference expresses its appreciation to the International 

Committee of the Red Cross for the assistance rendered 'to the Jewish 

peopl,e in Europe, and urges: 

a. That it issue an offi6ial ruling to the effect that the 

Jews deprived of their freedom of movement in Gel'Ulauy and Axis

dominated areas - in ghettos, internment, labor and concentration 

camps -- be considered as civilian internees under the terms or the 

Tokyo Project and the 1929 Geneva Convention, entitling them to 

protection and care of the Red Cross; 

b. That it endeavor to obtain for them guarantee~ identical 

~'·~· ' nth those provided by tho Tokyo Project and the Geneva Convention, 

namely, conditions of shelter, rood· and medical care compatible with 

human dignity; 

c. That it affirm its right to have all civilian internment, 

concentration and labor c11111pe visited 1:1¥' its' representatives at · 

regular intervals. 

* * * * 

·; 
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The Conference regrets that so _little has. been .done and 

again appeal.a to the United Nations to avail themsel.~es of the.· 

opportunity for the rescue of Jews from illlminent deS:th in ghettos, . 

internment, concentration and labor CBlllpB by exchange. The--

Conference appeal.a to the democracies to make an all-out effort to 

effect such exchanges on the largest possible seal.a. 

* * * * -~;- --

-\ 

The Conference expresses its appreciation to the Governments 

of the United Nations for easing the food blockade which has made 

possible the dispatch of some supplies to civilian internees in 

German-held camps who have not been accorded the protection of inter-

national conventions. The Conference voices its confident hope that 

the United Nations will arrahge without delay to supply all Jews 

remaining in Axis-dominated territory with the minimal needs in food, 

clothing and medicaments. 

12/5/44" 

i 
·l 
' 

l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ' 

I ., 
I 1 
I l I 

l l I 

I j 

J 
I 1 

I 

l 



• 
HAYS. P_ODELL & SHULMAN 

COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

HEAMAH SHUL ... AH 

JACOB J PODELL 

MORTIMER HAYS 

BEN.JAMIN ALGASE 

MORTIMER f'"EUER 

HERBERT L.BARNET 

ABRAHAM PORTER 

SERGEI S.ZLINKOf'"f'" 

MAURY L-:S_PANIER 

LEROY C.CURTIS 

MORTON L-LEAVT 

NATHANIEL DRABKIN 

BENJA,..IN SPIEOEL 

ELSIE BANDES 

MARVIN A- WALDEN 

510Nf;.Y .J- BROWN 

-;-

_j 

Joseph DuBois, Esq. 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
'o'iashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. DuBois: 

i:_ 

May 29, 1944, 

· 39 BROADWAY -
NEW- Yo"R K _ c'1.TY 

TELEP'HONE. _DIGBY '4-0s1s 

C~BLE ~DDRES9'"H~f'.'OS~, 

I am enclosing a copy of the cable re
ceived by Dr. GolcL11ann• from Barias" concerning the 
matter I spoke about. 

Because of my absence from the city during the 
last few days I was unable to send you the enclosed 
cable sooner, 

On behalf of the American' Jewish Conference 
I want to thank you again for the courtesies extend.ed 
to Rabbi Miller,v Mr; Kene1iv and inyself. ' · 

Cor~'ial yours,_/L/ 
' -~~ ~ '' _,,_._ 

~--- ... - ·;-. ,_ 

HS:B 
Encl. 

MAY 3 a 1914 

\ 



NAHUM GOLDMANN 

342 M.A.DISON AVENUE 
NE:;; YORK yIT:Y 

~~ 

2392 YOURS 10/5 NO DISCRIMINATION WHATEVER MADE WI'fH 

R.:.,;G.ARD RESCUE FROM BALK.AN COUNTRIES STOP.REPRESENTATIVES 

AGUDA HAZAfl COOPERATING STOP DISTRIBUTION CERTIFICATES 

DEPENliS ON TR.ANSI'I' 'l'RANSPORTA'I'ION ARRANGEMENTS STOP 

'.''1:RE ?.ARTICULARS 

BARLAS 

REC:El VED- MAY 1 7, 1944 
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Dr. Stepha s. WU., ·~ 
Allerlcaa .Jew!M ec.teNllCe, ., 
S21 ftfth Aftllln91 
lew Yan 17, I. J • 

..,. Dr. WiM• 

.• be ... fr• tbe otv ... ~ rupcmlbl9 ,. "' 
fd.111re \o rep)J llOl'e prcmptl,J -to 7aor lft\91",cd.' llnb 31 
s.a·wbs.b 70ll Sad.Ma .. to apeaJi: a\ a pibllo 8M\1IW Sa· ... 

~J:.A~~~~~~·~ol:~ .. 

;.,.._· .. 

n .. bappem t11at 11r·HWul. .. engq..U .m ..u~u. · 
8ab it Sa~ ~- • to aceept 7t111r S....S.taU.~ . M I 
hope thd 70ll will · olllmlj to the. llHtSDc llF peralllial t1'111ate 
to th9 ~ eciarqe. of thOM .la .UMI gbe\tolJ wlao f'ciap\ but 
aga1mt their Jul tenant..... Ud l .... to ..... 70ll t.bd 
all ol: u ., t.be War lefage9 loard. 1a acearduee wltb ... 
...sate giftll u Ir Prea!dm IOoMff1'1 N'9 a.tera1M4 to 4o 
~ poaslbh to :rescue the 1 ... ·that nm ..-ta .... 
..., OJlllhAlon. 

CW-. 
"+.•"1- .. 4/7/44 

\. 
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TO 

FROM 

li!r. Pehle 

Miss Hodel 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

./ 

DATE April- 41 1944 

J.!r •. Schulmann of the American Jewish Conference 
telephoned on llarch 31st to invite you to address the mass 
meeting to be held in Carnegie Hall on April 19th. 

/ 
Ur. Kenen of the J\merican Jewish Conference 

called today to support llr. Schulmann 1 s request and to in
quire concerning the nature of your response to a letter 
fran Dr. Stephen S. Wise, formally inviting you to address 
the mass meeting~-

--·--·----·-. ... ;; 



MAR 4 1944 . 

Dear Jlr .. 11111•1'1 

ni.nJc JOU tor your letter ot Marob 1~ 1944, 
aid the enoloMd. M110ranclua of proposal.11 tor the !loud te · 
rescue work;, · · · · · 

· ·. the euggestiona which 1Qu haYe ·iUbaittecl witf 
recelYe proapt am oaretut oona1derat1on• J;t 1e •ted 
that detdl.ed ••randa on each reseue are. will be . . ... 
preaentea 1n ~ iMar tuture1 4ft4 ·r •hall be pteuelt. to · 
1'&Ce1n noh tul'ther suggestion.t ea you ml,Y wieh to 
a4Yance aa ·our prOgruia t.ake ahapi •. 

' Yc>ut- offer of aerrl.ce~ia indeed •PFtC!iate4. 

Mr. Irr1ng llilt.r 1 
luoutJ.ye Via.-Ohairniln, 
Comieaion on ... ._, 
AMrloan J"1sb Conl'ONnO•, 
521 fttth .AYenue, 
lift York 171 !few ton:, 

Ve17 bul,y 7oun, 

ISiMed) J • W, Pehle 

c n:_ "'J. 
{DA"'' IBf01Jlersrh 'J/'J/44 <:J!>J .... 

~-- ' 
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·.: , ' ' · ·'• .:i•_lffL·iiJTY 

f \;!'.:- :- ,.,_.nl & Fil<>o 
11.merican .Jewisll Conleren~e ~~-:-. .. __ ,_ .......... ,~ .. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2·7"197--

f'\: ~· -'.:1;"~_: .,.·-R£Q..;~~•·•••u•- -
111 ['HflL .;: ... ~ ... ; ••••• : ... 

INTERIM COMMIT.TEE 
I. L KENEN 

Co-Chairmen 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York 
HENRY MONSKY, Omoho 

Me.rah 1, 1944 
_Public Rel.!itions Director 

J. S. PEARLSTIEN . 
AdminilfratiVo-Se~;e-fary 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE. New York 

..... o 

Yr • John W. Pehle 
Exeoutive Direotor 
War Refugee Board 
Yia11hington, D. c. 

Dear 1lr· Pehle: 

In behalf' of the Commission on Resoue of the .Amerioan Jewish 
Conferenoo, we respectfully submit the enolosed memorandum 
embodying a number of propose.ls for rescue vrork. 

These proposals impleiwnt the resolutioria adopted by the· 
Conference whioh consists of delegates from 64 :national Jewish 
Jnembership orge.nizetions and every lllljor Jewieh ooiimnmity in 
the oountry. 

We aro eager to be of service and to mke every p0jjsible 
contribution to the sucoess of your work and we· trust that 
you will feel free to call on us should you desire aasistanoe 
or any kind. 

8 
ono • 

Very sincerely yours, 

Executive Committee 
Commission on Rescue 

Louis Fabrioant 
Adolph Held 
Louis u. Levits~ 
Mrs. David deSola Pool 
Jiornan Shullllln 
Moior Stoinbr:lnk 

~""'~- Baruoh Zuokornan 

~~ 
Bxeoutivo Vioo-Chair1111n 
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llmeric~n .Jewish Conlerttnce. 
W.R;s, , 

INTERIM COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairmen 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York 
HENRY MONSKY, Om•h• 
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, New York 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear 1'r. Pehle: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2·7197 

t!aroh 31, 1944 

FilllJ!J Alit/lorltg . '"1 
To: files .. ··_ .. ·: 
Ans._,..... __ ..... __. 
No. Ans. lleq, ~_.;.:. 
Initial · .. · ·.·. ·.•• .·• r 
Date · ·· -
- r. L RENEN .-. 

Public Relations Dlreefot 

J. S. PEARLSTIEN 
Admi'1!strative Sec~eta·rv 

The first anniversary of the rise of Jewish resistance in the European 
ghettos falls on April 19th. In oonnnamoration of this great· epio of the 
war, when the ghetto dwellers turned against their lfazi oppressors and 
battled for more than a month, the American J61'rish Conference is asking 
its national constituent organizations and all Jewish communiti.es · 
throughout the country to join in appropriate ob!lervanoes~--

We are setting this day aside not only in tribute to the heroism and · 
sacrifice of the ghetto fighters but in a rededication to the great 
task of rescuing the remnants of European Jewry and _in a renSY1al of 
our resolution to nake every sacrifice for the winning of the Vlflr~ 

In llew York, th~ Conference plans a publio meetifig to be-he-lei in 
l Carnegie Hall on April 19th at 8:30 P.M. Knmring of your deep sympathy 
with the tragic plight of European Jewry and your understanding of the 
ne.cessity for notion to save as mmy as can be rescued from the Nazi 
terror, vre are respectfully inviting you to deliver the address of the 
evening. The work of the Yfar Refugee Board has nade a great :impression 
on American Jewry and we kncm that ®r people will be grateful to you 
f'or the message that you oan bring them. 

You vrill pardon the short notioe of this invitation -- the decision to 
hold this rr~eting was reached just the day before yesterday -- but we 
extend the invitation nevertheless in the belief' that you will be 
disposed to ooma if you can possibly do so. 



'"~--- ··-<, ~.~-~~ ~:?t 
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- -.- -

-MAR 4 1944 

Dear Kr. Hiller: 

I have 7°"1' lette~ of Maroh2, 1944, oonotrn• 
1ng Jed.sh ret\lgeos in Shanghai. · 

This problea ani! the augest:lOu oonomdng 
it which wore set torth1n the mellOl'ani:luasubdtW with 
your letter ot &taroh 1, 1944, will- reo•i-fe proapt . 
oon•tderatlon. 

. llr. Irving llUler, _ 
lxeoutbe Vi~, , 
Ooah1ion OD lufte, 
American lftlah Gonterenae, 
521 rlfth Annue, 

. R'n tork.171 lfew York. 

V•rr UulT 7wra, 

tS~gned) 3~ w. Pehle 

J. w. ·reble
J.otlna BxeoutiYe Db'eOtor 

"' ~ IBT01Jlersrh 3/3/44 ~ 
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American 3ewish• Co .. lerence. 

52( FIFTH AVENl,!,E 
~~;rN~a~lr~:'~fI~ .1.'._····-.· 

li'Ni:-"···: ..... ;, .. ; .... ::. t 

J~:~~:.t-;: r 
-J. 5; PcAiu.snEN !' 

NEW YORK '17, N.'Y. 
MU rroy Hiii 2·7197 

•:HENRY MONSKY, Omoho 

_D-R. STEPHEN S. WISE. New York 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Peble1 

Admlnlrtrotli" S1cret1ry •· -. 

March 2, 1944 

We take th,e liberty of calling your attention to _ 
a news item which appeared in the New York Times on March 2, 1944, 
page 4, entitled "U,000,000 Pledged for Aid to Ref'ugeesn. 

This news item reports, among other things, that. 
the House of Commons "also approved an installment of L5

1
865 to\ 

help the International Red Cross open an- office in ShEinghia wi:fere 
it will be able to help a large number of interned British ofVilians 
and a smaller number -of war priscmers•" - - - - - -- - · 

In our M~morandum whl.ch we submitted to _the War_ 
Refugee Board, we called attentiOn to-the plight of some -20,000 
Jewish rerugees in Shanghai. We respectfully submit that the 
office which will be established by the InternatiimalRed· Cross 
in Shanghai should Blso extend its aid to the Jewish refugees. in 
that territory. - - -

We trust that the War Refugee Board will take this 
under advisement and will make every effort to implement it at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 

lld:ve 
Enc, 

Sin-cerely ~~~.-~'/ .-'---SJn~ ~::~ ~~g. ~-i\ier 
Executive Vice-Chairman, 
Coilim;l,ssion on Reecue 

P.5. Enclosed is a copy of the news itom referred to above. 

_j 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 

$4;000~000 PLED'GED.-
FOR AID TO REFUGEES 

'~- _- - : - ; 

U. S., Britain to Share Eqaally 
to Help 20,0o~;ooo in Earope. 

1
' :Bi datiit io Tu~.~- To•K TDa1. 

LONDON; March 1..::0reat Brit· 
a1n- and- llie United States have 
eaclt- agreed to underwrite _ _!500,., 
000 [,Z,000,000) _this year fol' the 
expensea of-the Inter-Government'_ 
al Committee on Refugees, to care 
for aome 20,000,000 homele8a Euro~ 
peana/ ?>tlnlster_ of state_ ~!chard 
K. La\v tOld the House of -Com
-1nons -today. Tile CohUnona ap' 
proved an lnatallineht of_ 150,000 I 
compared with :£1,950 In 1989cand ' 
In 1940-U.: :~ > _, -·,_ - _ . ,-_ . 
• Mr. Law said-the dlfference:fll 
these flk\lres Indicated-the growth 
In this ''hideous problem" and also 
the ._defermlnatlon -and -seriousness I 
of purpose _with which all govern-

1 
menta represented on the cominlt
tee were tacklllig the ..etugee situ·. 
atlon. ____ -:_ ._ , • ___ : · · 

Dui'lng the discussion s. s. Sil~ 
vennan, Labor member, x:ead a re· 

_port from the Jewish National 
Comml~tee operating - somewhere 
In Poland, saying: 
- "Last month we aUll reckoned 

th9 number of Jews In the whole 
territozy of Poland as from 250,000 
to 300,000, In•a few weeks no more · 
than 60,000 of us will ..amain. In 
our last moment before death, the 
remnants of Polish Jewry appeal 
for help to the whole world. May 
this, perhaps our last voice from 
the abyH, reach the ears of the: 
w~ole world/' ~ 

The Commons also approved an: 
lrutallment of £3,883 to help the i 

• International Red Cro11 opeitllll! i 
. ottlco In Shanghai where It wlll liif/ 
: r~~.~ h~~t~~ll·~~~~sbe~~~ ln~i 
~ 811\•ll•r number of war prisoners./ 
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MEUORANDUl4 . 

Submltted by theCciwdselon cin ~scue .. 
· · of the ·· ·~· · ·· 
American Jewish Conference 

to 'the · • 
WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

- - - -

As we now approach the problem of rescuing the remaining J ew13 of 

Europe, we are conscious of the tragic fact that millions have perished · 
- --- \. : ·-·----

because no help hlie been forthcoming./ The last rElJ!lllants of European Jewry, 

onae totellng a,2so,ooo, are awaiting,tlieir salv~tiOn, or~else are doomed 

to destruction. At: thie late hour, everything humanly possible' shouid be 

done to rescue those who can still be saved. 

Areas of Rescue 

The!',e are five areas in which rescue .. WQr~:is imperative.and to 
- - -f- - -- -

the best of our knowledge, possible. These are: (l}Rumatlaf (2};BU1garia; 

(3) France, and rela~ed the];'eto; (4L9Pe.in and•cswitzerland; and (s) ~~land. 
Each area calls for specific·nieallUl'es to~be applied inaccordencemth 

particular conditions which now prevail or which may develop in the near 

future• 

Our representatives have on various occasions submitted proposals 

·,on rescue work to officials of the Y/ar Refugee Board• We now wish to submit 

an outline of proposals conceJining the work to be done in the areas mentioned 

\ herein. In the near future, and as occasion '!rl:se~, we shall present detailed 

" 
memoranda on each of these areas. 

'· ' ' 

I. 
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·Avenues of Rescue. 

1.- RUMANIA 

Thia area p~esentll two different espeilts Of r~scue, one P~:t'~Bf1ting 

to TRANSNISTRIA and ·ffie other to RlJMANIA proper. In TRANSNISTRIA· there are 
- - --- .- " -

now 75,000 to ao,ooo Jews living in most ghastlycircumatSU:cf!e,_11ithoutfoodf 

clothing or shelter and-in constant threat of annihilation by the retreating 

Nazi military forces. Of these, some 501000 to 55,00Cl (including 41 406 

orphans) are Rumanian subjecta; they e_r,"e the surviying reinnants of 180,000 

Jews who had been deported to TRANSNISTRIA more th.an two year_s ago. Those 
- - . . - . 

J ewe 1 'llho are Rumanian llllbj ects 1 .13hauld l>e immediatelf. transferred back to · 

Rwnania proper; the otliers should be evacuated by way. of Turkey. During. 
- - -- --

·~;--this process, and- before it gets under way, -the_ J ew13_:_in. TRANSNieyIR!A -·should 
--- - - -

be given food, clothing and. medical attention by th.a :futernS:tiorial Re'd Croa~: 
- - - - -----.- . --- - - -

(Since clothing cannot be obtaIBed _j,n :Turkey- -f(JI' shipment toe Rumaniali ~: 
; --- --

territory, proViaion s~ol.lld be ~de for a tr(lllsport.~f ~iothing from the 

United States, which many _private argamzatf:ons_ in this cotin t:cy .are wiliing 

to supply.) 

Two major problems concerning the transfer of Jews from Transnistrla 

to Rwna:iiia require special consideration. It has been reported: (l) The 

Rumanian government has allowed the.use of only .ifil! trucks for transportation 

purposes. (2) The transportation fee for each person is the equivalent of 

third-class railroad fare. The persona to be t:ro.nsferred must first obtai.J:i. 
- . -~""l\l;_ . 

through the J swish Central Office in Bucharest "registration cards" at the 

price of 150,000 to 8001000 lei per head. Apart from this ransom money, the 

Jewish Community- in Rumania has been ordered under threat of deportations, to 

pay the arreara of the 1945 collective punitive tax (which totnled four billion 

- l ---~--· - : 
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and part Of a Silliilar. tax for the curre:qt )'elU"• 

Both, the extremely Hmited t:r~sporta.tionfli,cilitles ~dtlie 

· exorbitant price that the transferees..::are-compeUedC-to~pey-~for~fare~and~-- ---~·-····~---···" 
:.>,"'i_--,_--:·c, 

registration '€ards, render the· entire undertaking e:X:ceedillgly difficult. 

The Rumanian g0~ernmant 111Ust be given to>uridert1~d1 thr~ugh dtpl~ 

matic channels, that the ransom.money and.the·punitiVetax~swhichit.continuea 

to extort from the .Jewi; will be charged agaili.st Rumiinia•a ll.ccount· in the day 

of reckoning ai'ter the Allied Ccto:cy. At the same time1 it ~ho~d.be made 

to realize that its assistance'in accelerating the re11ciieof.the Jewish 

people from Transnistria will be to Rumania•sadvantage8fter tlie war. 

In RmWUA proper, there are some 2501000 tO W01000 .Jews (out of 

a pre-war to¥U of ciose to~one million).• The eJCigencies of viarhthe 

Balkans may bring abOut -complete Nazi .dom!nSn.ce cir even QcCllpl:ltion ot Rumani~, 

in wbich .. caae••tlie J ewisli~poplilati_on· th~re'w.tll-etifrer:the. ilame-:fate .of· depor-
- - - --

tation and. ext~rmination. a~ in ()ther. Nazi occupied CO\lJltries. I1; i11 therefore 

of paramount importance to eVS.cUa.tethe Jews from Rumania1 especiEillytlie 

women and children. While the Rumanian government does not officially permit 

emigration., it is known that in practice it does not try to prevent it •. The 

main problem there is to provide the Jews; ~ with exit and transit visas ·and 

a place of destination, or temporary asylums~ 

2. BULGARIA 

In Bulgaria there are now some'lfio.,;000 Jews (out of 60 1000 prior to 

the war), almost all in concentration camps and forced labor battalions. 

Deportation of Jews from Bulgaria to the "death centers" in Poland started 

more thlln a year ago. The re111ainder is also:in imminent danger of deportation, 

as Nazi pressure on the Buliarien government may increase. They O!lll be 

\ 

\ ; 



• 
::~euated by wa:y-of Turkey, if-they are provided with transit visas~{,SJ:ld ·•. 

{-fr Bulgaria cen be persuaded:.:b:, give tllf:llii · ex:i.t'pemts. Toci Dl8llY difficui.;; :· 

ties have been encountered ~ trying ~-ar~ange•for tr~sportation• • Definite 
- .- - -~::. 

arrengemente1cfor example, were made for'the removal (){4~0{)0 children and 

500 adults to l'alestine, for Whom immigraUon c~rtiri.Ce.tes ;ere·~vailabie • 
. - - .. · . - ' 

The main obstacles were the lack of ex:i.t permits, and the £allure of Bri#sh 
- - -·· - '._ 

authorities to approve the lease of Turkish boats; _ In:,another ca.Se; the 

Bulgarian government had grp.nted ex:i. t visas to ~ thoueand: Jews, on condition 

that they leave within-a certain time~ A ship had biien se~ed, bilt it took 

seven weeks for the British authorities in London to act~ By that time,_ the -

exit permits had expired. 
. . 

The problem o! obtaining eJd.t vi~a~ or J,>ermit~, both·in-Bulgaria . 

end Rumania requires diplomatic attention. __ ·At 'the same time,~evefy possible 

means Of tran_spor_tation should _be·m~de available '11:1.th~U:t unnecessafy d~~ay. 
- - : :• 

The International Red Cross should be prorlded with boatsdesignated for 

--rescue purposes. 

3. FRAifCE 

In 1940, there were 300,000 Jews in France. Estimates ve.rr as to 

how many of them are still there. Whatever, their number is at present,· i:t; 
i -- ··1 

is being reduced almost daily, as deportations and executions co.ritinue unabated. 

Through organized and coordinated assist~ce from the underground, thousands 

can manage to escape init> Switzerlaild~d Spain. They would b~ admitte\i into 

the latter countr,ios in large numbers, if the refugees who are there now were 

evacuated, making room for.others to enter. 

·There aro in France and other parts of Europe some thousands of 

Sephardic Jews who are Turkish subjects. It is known that they are being 

; -
j 
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rounded up by tJ;ie Nazi authorities mid ,deported to Eo1rilid. ; The Tur!d.eb\} . 

governm13nt is in a posi ti~n • :tc?:·~laim their release· from FrB,ll!le -~~ Polruid • 

. Thus, th~ rescue of Jew~ from France, especiaili the >Jio:U.en !!lid . · 
' - - - . - _ .. ;- .. 

children,.depElnQ.son·threemajor f,'actorsf.(1)-Creation.of.aspE,ciiaiappe.J.'at,us 

designed to organize !Ml possible means~ ~1' e~cape to be directed from neutJ,'81. 

centers, and with "the aid_.!if underground emi.6saries in France~. ( 2) Represen

tations to the Turkish government that it consen.t to repatriate its Jewish 

subjects from France and Polan~W and that it exert every pressure on the· 

German .Ambassador in Ankara to secure their immedlate 'release. (5) Removal 
. - . 

of refugees who are now-iJl Spain and SWitzerland tocotber place~ of asylum. 

This leads us t<> the proposals with respect to the latter two countries. 

In SWITZERLAllD there _are now some 20,000 J_ewish refugees. -SPAIN 
- - ,: 

still holds ~ome 2,000.-~whi:fe ho evacuation. i~.now posslble.f'r'om Swltzerlend, 
~- ! -

the victorious'i'Allied. Armies may soon opel1 the gates of that ~\Jnti:y. As 

soon as feasible; therefore;-refugees should be removed from Switzerland to 

make room for others. From Spain, the transfer of refugees to otherplaces 

of asylum should be accelerated, without delay. 

·To enable these two countries to admit refugees in large numbers, 
\·, . 
1 

the Allied llations will have to guarantee: (l) additional food '.allowances 

required for an increased number of refugees; (2) financial 1>upport; and , 

(5) asBUrsnces that after the war all t~<-<refugees will be repatriated to 
their former homes, or enabled to find permanent residence in other lands. 

In connection with the evacuation and transfer of refugees, we wish 

to call attention to the existing strictures in the visa procedure of the 

United States Department of State. Under present regulations, the process 
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- - --- - - \•', 

- of admitting alien. immigrants .into this country _is protracted ~d wmec:essa.rny\. 
. -- -- -- - . - - - --: .. - - ... ·. -.-_-- .· 

complicated.-· ,More than.fullfthe•tci~--ntimb~r of ·visas _issued tci;i-~fugees •• 

- since 1953 were never used; apparently they. ~rived too late• .we Ui-ge·. that 
- -_. - - - - _·. - • - -F- •• - • -_~- - ~ • -

the visa procedure be..--siniplified to ex}iedi te the en;t:cy or such l"efugees wh~ 
~- - . ' . - - . - . . -

may come into this country. within the limits of present ilnndgration laws.·. 

We also wish to point out that Palestine c~ take in a verylarge 

number of evacuees. • Restrictions !lgainst J ewisli immigration into Palestille . 

should be eliminated, and the-countcy~opened to all Jews who may seek refuge. 

there. 

5. POLAND 

The J ewa iii Poland are entrapped, hermetically sealed, and earmarked 
- ; . 

for a daily toll of.iinn.ihilation, :until none.is left•:liJ4va• •• Of.!!le 51000,ooO . 

J ewa who remained :ili that_ countcy and of .those deportild cthere 8fter the Nazi 
- --- - - -

occupation, only some lumc1.l'eds- ~f thoilsands sti.ll~ survive;· Optimistic. Teports . 

place their number at ~OOiooO; tiie-m\frepesa;lmistic,' ~t BOO,ooo. 
These Jews are herded-in Gberttos and concentration and labor camps 

where they exist under the moat abject, indescribable condi.tioii11~ '0n1y those 

fit to work are kept alive; those who weaken or take ill are forthwith ~liqui

datedn. ·. Their hope U,es in extra-ordinary efforts of a political and· diplomatic 

character. Toward that end, we wish to propose the following measures: 

(1) The International Red Croas, supported by all the neutral countries, 

should make representationa to the German gqve~,:'.1t to release the Jews, 

especially the women Md children, from Poland. 

(2) 1heae repreaente.tiona ahould be broadcast and publicized throughout 

the world, end particularly to tho German people, through the Office of War 

Information and other avenues of propaganda which are at the disposal of the 

United Nations. 

I 
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(5) P~nding the evacua~ion of -the J~we fifom Poiand_i• tlie fntem~t-1.Qnal 

-- Red Croes should also reques'I; the Gerniazf authorltiee f~r ~ermieeion to send a' 

delegation to that country, -to bring food and supe~ee :lts :dietributlon to 
~- - - - l.':;_ ---. - '' ·• 

the Jewish;po~ili.ation •. The mere presence ~f the International. Red .Croee in 

Polruld will have Sii ameliorating influence ~-n tlie J ein.eh p<lsi ti.on there: 8J1d 

may stave off. thecdeath eentence of thousande:of people• 

(4) The neutral countries, as well as cou.ntriee bordering on Poland, 

ehould be urged and induced to 9ooperate,~ eepecially by' providing traneit 

visas. 

( 5)- The general_ population ehould. be encourag~d to.- aid tlie Jew11_ 

who are in hidiilg. Appeale to-that effect ehould }>e dropped freQ.uentljfl:'om 

airplanes. ~in!lllcial- and_ o_therc aesistance ehould, .be given . to, the~'e J ewti .

through underground channels. Those whc> maY reach tiie southern borders of -

Poland ehould be aided through the underground to_- eecape into Hungary' and 

the Hungarian people and go-verninent enould be encouraged to gi.ve them every 

poesible assistence. 

(6) The lead taken by the United Ste.tee War Refugee Board in. all 

these meaeuree will have a moet salutary influence on all concerned. 

Renewal of Warnings 

As a primary, step in the reecue procese, every preeeure ~st be 

brought to bear on the German government, compelling it to cease the exter

mination of Jewe in ite occupied territ~s~ Now that the Allied ·Natione 

near victocy, their warning to Germany will no doubt have greater effect. It 

- ---~·· 

is important that such warning be issued repeatedly not only to the German 

gove~ent, but also to the German people, making it clear that the instigators, 

accomplices and agents of crimee committed against Jews and other people will 

be brought to justice. 
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-- -- - - . -_ - - - \', 
It has beem reported tb:at'the Nazi propag8nd8: machll,ie ia g~ving 

assurances to the peaple o.t,EurOpe that the Allied Nations do not care 

about th~ Jews in GermSJi-Occupied countrles and that crimes committed, 

against Jews w1ll not be punished in case of, Allied victory. , On th~- other ', 
-. -- - _, - - - -.-

hand, it has been r\ll'ttiel'~re~rled that the' German people are ~ot: ful.17 

aware of the actual barbari tie S carried on by the' Nazi extermiriatiOrL squads• 
- -

In issuing warnings~ Germany, therefore, the Allied Nations ~hould apprise 
- ·- -

the German people of' the Jewieh ~.ituation in Nazi occupied territories in 
- -

all its horrible and gruesome detail• If the stark facts ~are called to their 
- : -, -

attention, there is at le~at ·a possibili ti that dec_ent elements c among the 

German peoplemafresp0nd with s;pathy arid exert some preeslire on-thefr 

governmel!t in favor or the Jewi13h victims. -

Two Areas or Relief 

Yugoslavia. 
- - .. 

or the ~5,000 Jews in Yugosla.via a'!; the .i;_ime or occupation only 
- - ---- . ·- -

some 1,200 have i:enained, having been placed fI1-a concentration· camp in_ Croatia. 

Given the financial means, the International Red Gross_ is in a, position to 

distribute i'ood among them. This should be made part or the function-or the 

rescue apparatus to be created in Switzerland. 

Shanghai 

Some 20,000 Jewish refugees are in Shanghai, _denied the means or a 

livelihood or relier. There is no way or~a,ching them except t~ugh the 

International Red Gross. It should place tbem 1under its supervision and be 

given the authority to send them money and other relief from the United States. 

Means of Re11cue 

Machinery 

The War Refugee Board will no doubt o~eate the necessary machinery 

j 
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for the various phases of re~cue work which it Vdll undertake• . We offer / 

auggestion with respect to :the utilization of c~rtain forces now in op~rat1~n. 
There are several private organizations, Jerish'. ~d. Christian, in ~ position 

·_'. - .- - -"'=:-.-~-, : --- ', . . -- -

to submit names df persons vino have had wide experience in the field of rescue 
- - -

and are presentfy engaged i~ this work in Switzerland. W:e-i-eap'ilctfully 

recol1llllend that the War Refugee Board, in establishing a reseue apparatus -in 

Geneva, .Switzerland, invite these persons to ctiopera.te with cthe ~oard and to 

coordinate their efforts under itS,i:supervision and guidance. 

Finances 

The rescue work wbicl1 should be undert!lken at. this time~:i.s of such · 

great magnitude that it cannot po~sibly be financed by private philanthropic 

agencies. - Private> organizations will U1J.doubtedly cont;ribute to We liinit of 
- . . - . 

their means; but the bulk of financial requirements can be met-o?U.y f~m . 

government sources. __ 

We submit, that the -principles governing the allocation· of funds 

to llNRRA also apply to the War Refugee Board.. Bo-th agencies are dedi.cated 

to the salvation of hWnan beings. In this task~ one. must_ not draw a l~e 

of demarcation between people already liberated and those yet to be freed. 

The salvation of those facing extermination-is even more urgent; otherwise, 

for them rehabilitation will come too late. 

We trust that the War Refugee Board will give.fullest conaideration 

to ill the measures p_roposed herein and that its efforts in behalf of the 
-·.. •\ic--Tf. i 

Jews and other suffering people in Europe will meet with success. 

\: 
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January 4; :;J.944,, 

In c01!I'.BOtion Hi th the attached article aupeari.ng in .the iiew" 
:.:ork Times on December 31; 19!,.3, J,11·. Leavitt' advisBd ~.e th".t the American~ 
Jewish Conferer,c2 is co;;;prised of var:wus Jewish oreanizations,_ He stated 
that i:.he J.D.C.' was not a member because-the-conference is mainly concerned 
Tilth tho oolitical nroblem of establishin;:; a Jewish state i1( Palestine;-
Tr:e Zioni~t gro•ip ~d the Norld Jevrinh Conr;ress are .strongly behind the 
1'.:'hrican J&wish Conference. ;\ecently the conservati vc elements have _with
drc.•m fro1a ti1e Conference and this ;has caused considerable concern to J1lally 
Jtor'~. '.!:'he Ju:>Brican Jewish Conferej:ice has set 11p a rescue comid.ttee y:Juch 
is uelieved to be a rival cf the E.l'.le;i'gency Co:m!d. ttee to-Save the Jewish_ -
People of Europe, a non-sectarian group recently engnzed :j.~ -large-scale · _ 
advertisement and bacl6ng the ~'fHl Rogers-'}illette resol'tUioris~ Llr. Leavitt 
st;;ted that th<:J EmerfBncy Co!m~1it; ee to Save the Jewish._Peopie of Europe does 
not ha'/e the _b,,cking of recocnizod Jewish orcanizattons and·tbat it cannot 
speak for the .Juw:i.sh 1;-rcnps. 

F. Eodel 
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Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 

t; • 
EXECUTIVE coMM!TrnE . 

./ for rhe organitatiOn of the 

AMEftICAN· JEWISH CONFERENCE' 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. y,. 

Nov.ember 161 1945. 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York City• 

Gentlemen: 

I -
Att. Mr. Joseph c. Hyman, Executive 

Vice-Chairman. 

_· - c '• 

In accordance ~-ith the infonnal discussion had on Friday, 

November.12th, betr.een your Messrs. Levy,_~ and KsJi~n ·arui our . 

_Messrs. Fabricant, Shulmrul, Kl-amer arui Mille;, and a~ tli$ re~st 
- - .r - -·-.--.- 'c .·. _· ,-. - __ cc -- : __ .. · 

of your~· Isaac Ley;y, we submit herewith for your consideration 

the f~llowini . proposaii as. a_ basis for cooperatlon._ between • the 

organization. 

At the session of thii Conference held in New York between 

Aug. 29 and Sept. 21 1943 two resolution,s were .adopted on the recoimnen

dation of the. Committee on Rescue, ·copies of which· are herewith enclosed;\ 

At the first full meeting ·of :the Inteiim Committee held 
1 

after the Conference the f ollowing~~olution was adopted: 

"The Interim Committe,e shall set up commissions 
to carry out the resolutions llJ1d decisions of ~e 
.tunericen Jewish Conference with respect to rescue, 
postwar reconstruction llJ1d Palestine. These 
commissions shall propose to the Executive Committee 
their respective plans for action including recommen
dations concerning the extent to which, and the 11\l!nner 
in which they ehall utilize the services and seek the 
cooperation of existing agencies in the above mentioned 
field." 
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Pursuant to this resolution the' Commission on ·Rescue has _, - ._ - .: . . -

already been established by the Confererice. it the pl'esen{t~ · 
---: I . . ,; - - - . -· .. : .-~ - -·-"""''·:::,,, .. \· ;, -

Dr. Stephens. Wise, Henry Monsk;y and Dr• Israel Goldstein~- co-
;· -·.·_ - - ·_ . .. 

chairmen of that CommisBion. Rabbi Irving Miller •as elected Execut.ive 
- . -

Vice-Chairman. It is anticipated that other ~o-che.ir1(1~n lllllY be 

designated from time to time. The Commission~tthe present time 

is composed of about ten mem!>ers consisting of representativeo:of 

all groups or blocks represtlnted at the Conference. The Commission 

will ooopt B.dditiona.l members without limit to serve on tli_is- c6m

mission. It is anticipated. that e. number of individual!! who can 

make contributions to this work of rescue will shortly be coopted 

as full members of this Commission. lll organizations:Clt'hicli ~r~ 
- - _·_ - 1 -~ 

ticipated in_ the -ad hoc committee' _known as the Joint Fmergencr 

Committe1rf()r European .Ji;iwish Affairs, have also~been invited.to 
- -- -- -, ' - - --- - -

full membe:;oship in this Commission,- ~ild it is ~ti~ipat~d that most 

11.nd perhaps all of these organizations will participate~ 
- . . 

At the last meeting of the Interim Committee ~f the 

Conference, held on November 7th·, 1945, a committee was desigi:iated 

to confer with representatives of your organization to attempt tu . . 

secure, if possible, your full cooperation with the Commissfon·on 

Rescue. To that end, the meeting with yl>ur representatives on 

November 12th was held. - It ie the earnest desire and hope of the 
~~~- . 

Conference that you will accept the ilivitation then extended, and 

now repeated, that you become a full member of the Commission &nu 

thus be able to give the Commiseion the full benefit of your wide 

experience and ability in this important work, 

-·;,::;,-~~·-·-
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As the suggestion 'fias made that the pro':>osals for coopers~ 

tion be put iri'explicit terms, we pro)ose the folio'?-ng d~f~nite pians 

for such cooperation: 

(a) That the J .n.c. design11te as' many members of i:ts bo6ra 

or personnel as it desiros to sit as full members or the Commission~~n · 

Reecue end partioipate in the f~~etion or all nlens all.d dec:i.sione 

of the Commission; 

(b) That J-;henever any plan formally c.dopted by the 

Comniission on Rescue requi_res ·action which falls within -the usual _ . 

a.cope of activity of the J.D.C., the execution or such. pl.ans, wherever -

re~uired, shall be carried otrl, by the J.D.C. as heretofore in_an 

autonomous rrumner and with com9lete use end ccmtroCof the tlmcis blid 

personnel-required therefor; 

\ . . \· 

(c) That whenever 9lens are adopted ~y the F.escue Commisei~n 
T.hich do not rind B"?prova.l. by:the. J.D~C. fCJll' anyc~a'son, politic, grhc

tical or otherwise, such plans shall tberi be carried out -and executed. 

by the Rescue Commission on beha.lf or the Collf'erence carr,ying out the' 

, mendEte given by the delege.tes to· the Conference) arid in such inst1mces 

only the execution eutl the fim:ncing of the plans shall be undertv.ken 

by the Conference and the Rescue Comr~ission. In so doing the Conference 

shall be free to coo;ierEite v1ith or use such other exil!ting orga111zat1one 

as rr~y be ~re['.)l'red to deal with such ma~~rs~ 

To e1.1111111&ri2e the foregoing, it is our thought thot t,o tile 

fullest ext.ant tJOSsible the long and r&cognized ex'.'E'rience end cnpEobilities · 

end manpor.er or the J.D.C. shall be utilized in' the. irr.plementetion of 

I 
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the rescue plans which may be edopted with iour apr>rove.l •. We c~nceive, 

hor1ever, that there may be instances in ?ihich either 16~ cannot j~fo 
- -- -g~ - -

,: .. 
in the plan or in. which you -racy find it irr.practical or.1nadvis8:ble t.~ 

execute a plan in which you do join. In such event the Resciie Commis

sion v.ill have to find other means to implement such (lecisi6ns, ~ 

even in those ihstances v;e shall welcome your .Suggestions and coo:perat,ion · 

as to the manner in r.hich such plans shall be carried_ out~ 
.:_{ 

,,-~ -

VTe sincerely hope_ that you will accept full' .membership in 
.. --. 

the Commission in accordance dth the plan abov'3 outlined,. There· is, 

we believe, every~-reeson why there should be the closest possible 

coo;>erE:tion betw:een the Conference and J'OUr o.rganizat~on. While the 

above represents the character of cooperation we should li_ke to_see 

established between the Conference and yourc~ organization, _we sheJ,l:, 
".-- . __ - - . . I. . - ,. 

of course, be ?leased to receive a:ny suggestions or proposals which 

you lllllY care to mfilte ind t'o discuss the same _with you. 

Your representatives.at the-meeting 9n November 12tu stated 

that they realized how urgent this DIJltter was and that therefore you 

r.ould take the mrtter up for consideration nt the next rr.~eting of your 

Execvtive Com"'ittee, which, we underste.nd, will tlike .Place on November 

17th. 1:e trust r.e will hear from you as soon as i;><>ssible thereafter, 

inai:r:ruch i<.s the next meeting of the Interim Committee is now scnedUlea 

for :•lovember 23rd. 

Sincerely yours, 

STEPHEN S. WISE 

HENRY MONSKY 
ptt L011i1 Fabrlcanl 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

Co-Chaltmrn CJ/ Commiuion on Rc•cuo 
vi Amcticnn /rwidr C1mfr1t<ncf! 
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RESOLUTIONS ON REScuE 

I. More than three million Jews have been done to death by · .. 
the blood stained Nazi tyranny and the :f'our million Jews who survive· 
in Axis Europe live daily inthe slliidow.o:f' an inexorable doom. The 
American Jewish Con:f'erenc,e solemhly declared that if the Nazis and 
their accomplices are permitted to achieve their avowed purpose,• · 
which is the total. destruction of Jewish U:f'e in the territories· 
under their control, civilization will have. su:f'fered an overwhelming ·· 
disaster beyond the power o:f' victory to repair. ·. Military victory 
cannot recall a murdered peopl~~,. from their mass graves. ··· · ·· 

~\1. -- -- - - . ·- -

The Conference rec.ords its de·ep concern·that, four~months 
after the Bermuda Con:f'erenoe1. and eight months after the Collective 
Declaration of the United Nat+ons condemning the mass murder o:f' .. the 
Jewish people il1 Europe, the democracies have as yet :f'ailed to in• 
stitute sustained and vigorous action to rescue those who may yet 
be saved. 

The positibn remall1S unchanged save'ihat in lihe m~antime 
many additional tens of thousands of Jews have been lfurried to · 
unnatural .deaths. The conference asks that in the" name Ofcthe. 
common faith in the fatherhood of God!lndof the ideals for which 
the United Nations are fighting~ that the governments shall recog"." 
nize that a distillctly Jewish problem has been created in Europe · 
which imposes a-pe~essary inescapable moral obligation on the demo-. 
cracies and that' such moral obligation must find expression in.special 
practical measures which must be commensurate with tlie gravity and . · 
urgency: o:f'. the situation •. The con:f'erence accordingly urges that· the 
following measures be taken immediately. 

1. A solemn warning addressed by, the leaders of the demo
cracies to the Axis governments and their satellites must make it 
clear that ~he instigators of crimes against Jews as well as the 
accomplices and agents o:f'_ the criminals, will be brought to justice~, 

That all who prevent the release of Jews from Axis c~ptivity 
and their departure to havens of refuge will be punished for their 
complicity in the policy o:f' extermination' and that resistance to the 
policy of extermination and aid given to victims of Nazi policy will 
bci taken into consideration on the d~~~?f reckoning. · 

2. This warning should be given force and substfU?,ce by the 
immediate constitution o:f' the allied commission on war crimes in 
London which though its formulation was announced nearly a year ago, 
has not yetmet, and it should be a primary task of the commission 
to bring home to the people of Germany the enormity of the crimes 
oormnitted in their name and the certainty of ~etribution. 

J. The democracids should recognize and proclaim the right 
of temporary asylum for every surviving Jew, man, woman and child 
who can escape from the Hitlerite fury into the territories of the 
United Nations. 

' 
'· ,.·--~-··~-~_.::*:._ 
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4. There should be a public a:cknowledgmen."G of' th~ right of .. ·-·· 
every Jewis!J. refugee-who can reach Palest:ine not<.onl:t. to f'ind. a haven 
but to esta1llish his permanent home in tha1; country• · · · 

5. Th~ neutral natiOns bordering o~ AXis 'ocioupied. territbries 
should be encourag~d by financial help by_13.dditional suppl.i,es an_d_~by--'
appropriate guarantees on the ultimat.e disposal of the ret\lgees brought 
into their territory to secure the release of Jews;. especili.lly chi!,. 
·dren and give them hospitality- in their own lands O:t" the right of 
transit to havens of refuge. . . . . . . · · · 

6. A special inter-governmental agency.should be created-.• 
I emphasize a special inter-governmental agency should ;be created 
which, working in consultation with Jewish organizations, .should be 
provided with the res_ourcea and armed with the authority to seize . 
every opportunity to send some supplies through appropriate channels; 
provide the means for J"ewish self defense and· coordinate and expand 
the work of rescue through the underground. -

The cont'erence recognizes that all the victims. of.Nazi op
pression, irrespective of race or faith are entitled tC>.- aid and _ 
succor from the .United Nations. But the situation of the Jews in 
Europe is unique in its tragedy\ They have not oi:iiy--been more deeply 
wounded than any other people, but -a!Cme among the subject conununities 
they have been doonied to total destruction by an act of state. For · 
every one of' them, men, women and childre.n, the _alternative to rescue 
is deportation and death; - -

- -.~ - _·c__ 

In the name ot' the American Jews this -confe~enoe respectively 
addresses a most earnest appeal to the President of the Unit.ad States · 
not to suffer democracy to go down in defeat on: the first. front 
opened by Hitler in.his war on civilization. The conference affirms 
its faith that democracy has in its p~wer to deny victory on this 
front to Hitler and take the fate of the Jewish people in Europe out 
.of his hands. It 'is not yet too late but time presses. · 

y 

COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

II. Be it Resolved that in view of the urgent necessity for the 
rescue of our brethren in Europe, the cormnittee which shall be ap
pointed to conduct the affairs ofi.1_his conference in the interim be
tween adjournment and the next sErn'Sion of the conference be autho
rized, in the discretion to implement and execute the rescue plans 
of t!le conference, and that it should b.e authorized, in its discretion, 
to cooperate with or to seek the cooperation of all existing relief 
agencies and the representatives of European Jewrys, and to make rep
resentations to governmental authorities. 

-2-
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DeoellDer 7th; 1943~ 

Your ·communleati~n ~it ~~ember~l6th fwa~ atunled verf tb.Oro1igh1; bt ~· The 111!1-ttere ·· . 
referred to in yoiir lettel' .. )lere considered 119t .o~;~t t}:I. - -j;ing of ,our hecutive ~m-
mi ttei!·but bi·. thit cful,l 11oard~<>_f. Directors on. December. 4t 

It is Imp()rtaiit ~t\iie reco~d vi.th reel>~ct to the inceP-. OJi· t:2t~~ Re~i:ue··.CoJllll8~ij;~)1i~ 
set forth. In'>' the ·caU·ise'1ed to the· country for the meeting-of ·the Alliericiail Jewish' Con
ference, .no reference was made .to •ai:ly proposal for the establ_ishment of a l!esc.ue Coin-'.- ~'. 
miedon. !l'he purposes for which the meeting. wa.s .coo/'imed w,.ere to conSider and recomillS:~· .• 
action on problems relating to -the rights and status . ..O~;,.fews in the. post-war vorldl. t(),~~; 
consider and recOJlllllSnd action on Call. ma.tt,,rs looking •t~;tt!j.e implementation Of ~he ri~~~, 
of the Jewish people with respect to.Palestine; ·and to ·elect a delegati_on to. car:ey ,out:•'·· 
the program of the American Jewish Conference in cooperation _with the dulj accredited·• . 
representatives of Jews throughout ·the world.- Invitation was not. extended to:.the _Joint· 
Distribution Committee or to certain other organizations .to. participate in the. Conference. 
The exclusion of the Joint Distribution Committee and other similar philanthi-opic rel~ef 
agencies was based on .the fact that "these agencieB' are re11tricted by constitutional :Prti-
visions from participating in activities of a pol!tJcal ~t~e. 11 

• 
-_ - : - l ' - ·,' 

Although the Joint Distribution Qomlnittee.has no such conetitut~onal provisions, -it has, 
over a period of the last 29 ;years, co:.;,.eistentl;y refrained from participation in activi-
ties which have a dominant political oll~ective. . · . 

-. - -.,;.,_.,~~~!~~'· :'""" 
In response to a very in~istent demand on the Pirt of the dei~g'a'.-iilis, th~i'queati'o!i•,<t_f · 
the problem of immediate rescue of. Jews in Nazi.:.ocoupied countries was placed on' th,~; 
agenda of the Conference for prompt discueeion. It we.a.the general UI!deretandingjftiie.t· 
the Conference woUld seek in eve:ey appropriate w~, to bring to the attention of the'· •'!·f/· 
American community, the United Statee Government, and ot}ler governments, the tragic n!ltids 
of Jews faced with extinotion. It was never believed the.t the. Conference, ae such, would 
undertake functional relief.aotivitioo since that implied the creation of an adminietra.:. 
tive machine:r:v for that purpose. 

, ;:1f~i\---: . !Hd!.~~~~~~~.'.·-, --.'~h=i:.·_:. 
The implication in your letter, is that there shoUld 'be a single Jewielit'qeno;y to ;give 
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;effect.· to all.·measur~B Of rescue ahd reli~f ·O~ Jewf~h j>op'1latiqils Jn. e~emi_;occN.~i~•' 
-- CO\llltriea. The Joint J2istrib11tion Co=ittee 'iii such an•agency'for hUD181litari8n service 

recognized as .Buch by-evecy Jewish; oollll!iuni_tt in_ the United States and thi-o~ut the World, 
and definitely k:tiOwn to ''be sW:h bY the persecuted peoples of EU.ro:Pe and the governmentia ; 
of the world. · --. · · · · · · · · - · ·. · ' 

The J.n;c. was. organ:l.~ed a.~a-;epres~ntative be>~. 1mi~ingpractioalli all gro~s of~i~a L 

fo the United.·States/to_th&- e_nd th&t-eontril>u~Jons .would be made and reliet adinin1stilre~ ... · •} 
without reference. to. distinction of any kirid.: .~No other. Jewi ah organization. b the· Uni tfi4\-< ! 
States has represented suoh a unified; harDlonious and coherent effort on the part of afi-.:-;\ 
elements as has the J .D.C! -- -No other organ!Zation has performed its functions wi1'h sU.Cli 
utter absence Of discrimil)BtiOn, - knowing only one prinoiple, and that i8 ;that the re, .Y 
cipient of ·the benefactione· Eldininistered by it ehoUld be a Jew ·or· a Jewish coDliltiulitr iil 
need. In this DlBnner we have engaged-for alMOst 30 yei;i.rs in a variety of pro~~~R!, of · .• . 
emergency aid, rescue- and rehabilit~tion in over 50 countries. We have disburse!'ij'\:i,iotabli· · 
in Eaatern lU.rope; •and since t},le advent of the_Nazi regime, in maey other areas; a total . 
o1' $1300g_Q.O,OQO_.: .· .. - . . - .. ···-- -~c ... - .-:.·_ . . ~ .,.. . . . . -

Iii relatio~ to governments;· iriclu4.ibe; ~ ow,:-tJie•'.J'r:D.c.has- enJo:V~~-c. '-'-'·t~r.:••·-·· 
. in. these diffiCult deys ~enJoye. tlie ~o.DJ'idence 8.nd has received tlie -c-Ooperation.·of gove~lit~; 
mental. departmentB iii• ill. al.lied and.. neutral countries.- Tliis l"elationahip hail been built",· 
up over a period of years and ia the resi.J.1~ of countless actua1 e~er1encee; fo the c9'1U-ee 
of whicli th6 J .D.C. has come to be trusted and~ t9 be known solely as a ·hu111anital"i~ relief 
organization· and ae· one which ·iloes· not· tiike.part in politieal activities.••.This~i"~]:!ltion...;. • 
ship is an indiapensable as a et to Jewiilh- sufferers. and nothing~ ahould be done or 'riaked 
that would tend· to i111Pil.ir· its valua• -· .- ·· · - · 

.- -_ _- ~ - _--~~= : - -- - ·. - - . :_- ~~~--'.-~,~~~;,~S:r\-.:~_:\·-:: 
Ho project, plan· or measure, however initiated or created, and by whomsQet~rYaponsored 
that hB.a to do with the rescus and relief of Jews has ever been bro'IJ€ht<tcf the attention. 
of the J.D.C. that it has not received the fullest possible oonsideratioD:. The ·J;D.o; has 
never failed or'i.refused to give its advice and counsel, to filrniah such information as it , 
had, or to give .the benefit of i ta guidance and aervice matured by yeare:pif\f!:l;P!'l"ience~ · 
In its organization and taking part in its determinatigns are representatiy~l'i(tf every 
shade of Jewish opinion. In its work abrolid it has a staff equipp_ed thro:ugli'·ezperience 

. and through efficiency to deal· with emergenciea however. great. _ ·. It~i:r;etaff!~n the United 
States is firmly established in the high regard of the Jewe of our-country· for its.devo
tion, its integrity and its ability to plan, impiement and carcy out the functions en-

\trusted to the J .D.C. -~-

\•:In the light of the above facts, we reply to the specific suggestions of yo'u.r letf~r. 
·Your letter proposes in aubstance as follows: • . 'c' · 

J A. That the J .D.C. designate as D1&ey memhrs of its lloard or personn~l as it 
desires to sit as full l'llembers of the Commiesion on ResoU.9Yot tlie American 
Jewish Conference. . 

B. That whenever any plan forlllally adopted by the Commiesion on Rescue requireec"I ' 
action which falls within the usual scops of actlvicy of the J .D.0. 1 the exe.;;;'' 
cution of euoh plan, whenever required, shall be carried out by the J.D.Oo in 
an autonomoue manner. 

"!.-
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-_ , -- " ~ ~- ·~- ,: ;- • _ · _--~~f$!~c~· --~t~~~;-
c. That whenever-plans~ are 8.dopted by the Rescue Commission whieh do. __ , ___ ·.ind 

approval by the J .D~C. such plane sliail then be -carried out, execu~lfa~and 
f'inanced by the Rescue Collimissi<>n~ - f' · 

- -

The acceptance of these Pl"OJ><>sa1s must have ae_a necessary consequence that . .r.n.o. 
becomes ·a part cif an organization having as its dominant p'lirpase pcliti~al o -
Such an eventue.lity-woUld gravely lfmft-the J .-D~O; •s abilitycto•be.-.of'. serii __ · 
woUld hamper· it in' its ~work: of relief and rehabilitaticin•and iri: some ilfstan 
make- its work impossible. -- - · 

!!c~;~o!h:t'ft:~~1;~~0!{;~~~r~~~~ent!!;i~0~~~if;::~i~~:.~~~fJ!~~:~~1l~6~~-~--· 
those who_m you and we Wish to_ help, ;for, us .. to,·s:cciipt2 }'.q1J.1'dnvitation.to join the:· e . 
Commission of the .!rne'rican Jewish Conference: ... •- - ·- ' r" · -

With Ei.11 good wlshea, 

•, 


