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DISTRIBUTIOH CO)OUTTBK 
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I TA L.T 

1. Letter, 5/31/43 fro111 State enclosing cop1 of letter and 111:iiio 5/3/43 frca · 
H, Tittman re funds for "Delasem" -- our replf 6/21/43__ · 

2. Letter, 9/2/43 from JOO HY, drafts of cable and ine~o Paui to sa'creH.rj 
9/25/43 - message from JDC to Mayer re funds tor Valcbra_ - -

3. Memo 9/27/43 Pehle to Stone (State) - copy of cable to Maier fo'r despatch 

4. Bern's cable 6255, 10/6/43, re investigation of conditions in.Ital1 by Mayer 

5, London cable 9021, 12/28/43 re Inter&Governmental Oollll!littee on Refugees -
suggestion regarding relief work in Italf -

6, Memo 1/3/44 to Long requesting despatch of reply to 9021, Draft ·attached 

7. Memo 1/5/44, Paul to Secretary and proposed cable to Bern for Tittman re 
relief for Jewish OollllllUnitf in Rome; copies of Bern•e cable 8182, cable 

62 to London and 9021 from London attached . --- _ 
to Mr, Long, O~ble~if'lll54 from London to Stnte , Hemo of 2/17/4!3 

8, Memo 1/6/44/requesting despatch of cable to Bern and repeat ·to··Londe>n 

9. Letter 1/6/44 from State in reply to memo to Mr. Long 1/3/44/ doniftmin& 
despatch of cable in reply to 9021 from London · 

10. Me1110 1/6/44, Pehle to Hodel requesting preparation of 111emo to Seoretacy 
re Inter-Governmental Collllllitt on Betugee1 

11. Letter 2/21/4/'r to .Americt>.n Jewish Joint Distribution Cmunittee, froo FFC 

l~. Letter of 11/.8/4:3 iroi1 .Americe.n Jewish '3'oint Distribution Committee, to 
?.FO, FFO re-ply fated 11/18/43 \' 
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In reply please 
refer to1 55960 / 

Doar ur. Lea'rl.tts 

NOV 181943 

Receipt is ackn01Jledged of your letter of November 81 
l'!l3 1 Analoi:ln6 a copy of a Cllbln r.1c0ived by you frol'l DJ-. Schwarts; 
ooncem:ing thil posa_ibility 01' aendlnf! remittances to southern 
Ital:r fer th~ r~lh'i' of l'ofug•?.,s. 

A., YT' knoJr, financial facilities arc not ,yet open to 
permi:t. auoh re:iittances. However, aa soon as !inanoiaJ.-channela 
are open, tM Traaeur,y Departl!lent will have no objecti<m to the 
use ot suoh ohannele for the type of remittance in question. Of 
course, boforu t!1!J r1?;1ittancea may bet effeoti!d, it rlll be 
neces1111r;1 to clear the matter with the 111ilitary authorities in 
t.~at particulor area. 

!a so•.-n 85 ..-e have definite tnf'ormation concerning the 
opening up of financial ohannele with Southern Italy, 11'8 shall be 
glad to tako up th18 matter with the military authorities an(\ 
lJill advise you fur~her. ~ 

llr. t'00\19 i.. Lflavltt, 
Secretary, ~·ho .\rr.ertcan 
Je1rlth .Joint Dietr.!bt1tlon 
CO!Ulittoe, lnc. 

'ZIO llarJieon Avenue 1 
1811' York 161 !In lork". 

~olab ll/12/4) i 

Sincerely yours, 

J. \7. l'eble 
Aesiatant to the §e:sro\ary 



Ti:LEPHONE: LExlngl~n 2-52o0 

Ad!, Q~tfld.~JJ;-&fGfi ' 
. ··.·· . S59G[d 

, ·Al~:*~,~~mJ_, . 
HH'.lJJili -:Z,4_-·1;.. ; 

. YAi·a; ... t:B::Y;t.;'jf !: . 

TH E A M E R I C A N J EW I S H 

J 0 I N T D I S T R I B U T I 0 N C 0 M M I TT E ·t:.· 
270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y: 

PAUL l!IAUWALD. Honorary Chairman Vice.Chairmen I. EDWIN GOL~W!--SSER, Tr&a~urer '· s_) · -
MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG. Honorary Chairman o GEORGE BACKER WILLIAM ROSENWALD ALEXANDER A. LANDEScO,'rreosurer 
JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Honorory Chairman. fzecui'ive Committee ALEXANDER KAHN WILLIAM J. SHJ{OOER 

tABNER BREG~AN; ~uociOfe TreOsilftr fHAROLO F. LINDER M. C. SLOSS 

fEOWARO M. M. WARBURG. Chairman JONAH B. WISE EVELYN M~ MO.RRISSEY, Auisfa~f r;easurf!r 
JAMES H. BECKER, Chairman. Notional Council European f•eculi\'e Council MRS •. H. 1. L. GOLDSTEIN. Complroller • 
ALBE.RT H. LIEBERMAN. Yice-Chairma1'!. Notional Council 

JOSEPH C. HYMAN. f.ecu1ive Yice-Choi1mon 

BERNHARD KAHN 
Honorary Chairman Chairman 

ISi DOR.COONS, Oirec::to.r Of Funi:I Railing 
JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ-

•• 

~iss Frances Hodel, 
Foreign Funds Control 
Treasury Vepartnent, 
\\o.shington, D.C. 

Dec.r Uiss Hodel: 

MOSES A. LEAVtTT, Secretory 

November 8, 1943 

I enclose copy of a cable l7hich we have today received from 
Dr. Sc!mu-tz, v:ith respect to the possibility of sending remittances 
to Southern Italy for the relief of refugees who Af.ve been liberatea 
frorr. camps. vre woulci greatly appreciate your advising us as to the form 
in T.hich o '.T apr,lica tion should be macie for this purpose. 

·._ 
In this. connection you 2ay be interested to know that Tie had received· 

fro!!l the National Jewish Welfare Board 7e:xcerpts from a letter from one of 
the Jewish chaplains who; we gather, is in Sicily• This_ chaplain states 
th!it he has met Jews who are in great rieed and that he hasj out of his 
persm;al funds, made grants to them. He raises :the question. whether the 
Jcint Distribution Committee coulci rr.eke a small fund available to so:ne of 
the Jei·,ish chaplains for such relief purposes, but here again• the. q:uestion 
of a transmission channel would be involved. We prefer; of course,; to deal_ 
with a recognized, rest:onsible Jevdsh locc:l corrunittee, but I merely cite 
this other possibility as ir:<licating the need for meeting requests for help. 

!.iAL:l!P 
encl. 

Mosco i>.. 101..vi tt 
Secrct!ll"'J 

fSorving in tho Armed ForcOI of tho Unitod Stolo1 
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E. P. ADLER. Davenport. Iowa 

SIDNEY J. ALLEN, Detroit 

BERTRAM M. AUFSESSER. Albany 

CARL J. AUSTRIAN, Ne,.. Yori 

GEORGE BACKER, New Yori. 

•PAUL 8AERWALD. Ne"' Yori. 

EDWARD IA. BAKER, Cle .. elond 

JOSEPH BASKIN. Ne,, Yor.l 

•JAMES H. BECKER. Chicago -

JOSEPH M. BERNE, Cllueland 

MAURICE BERNON, Cfe.,elond 

DAVID !EiNSTEIN, Nu Yori 

ISRAEl BERNSTEIN. PorllOlld. Me. 

JOHN L BERNSTEIN. Nu Yori 

IRYIN BffiMANN. St. Louis 

JACOB BILUKOPF, Philadelphia 

NEWTON BISSlt~GER, Son fro11ci1co 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN. Baltimore 

HERBERT R. BLOCH. Cincin1K1ti 

l. f. BLOCK, Chicago 

LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN. lnd;of'lop-oli~ 

fABNER BREGMAN. Ne,, Yor.l 

•tOUIS 810100. Ne ... YorJ: 

AllE UONFMAN. Moflfreal 

FRED M. 8UTZH. Dettoil 

EDDIE CANTOR, Los .Ange/es 

LOUIS CAPLAN. Pithb1.1r9h 

AVERY CARP. Gtonile City, Ill. 

NATHAN CHANIN, Ne• York 

MOiRIS i. COHEN, l/e,y Yori. 

ALFRED E. COHN. He• York 

•RALPH f_ COLIN. He• Yorl 

AMOS S. DEJUARD, Mi11r:~polis 

•DAVID OUBIUSKY. Jle,, Yotk 

G. A. EFiOVMSON. lr4ionapolii° 

LOUIS H. EHRLICH. K011sas City. Mo. 

A!9.AM L EU::US, He,, Yo1l 

MORRIS EUGELMAN. Ne111 Yo1l 

MAX EfSTEm, Chicago 

LEOU FALK. JR., Pi/IJbvrgh 

MP.S. MYROU S. FALK. JR., lle111 York 

JOSEPH L. FUO::. Buffalo 

•LOUIS FlflKELSTEIU, l/e,, Yotk 

•HAP.RY FISCHEL, /le,, York 

AUHUlt FLUEGHMAH. lie• Yorl 

PHILUP,FORMAU, Trenton 

AAROU II.. H~AUK. Porlfilnd. Ore. 

A. RICHARD H'AflK, Chico70 

MAX FP.EEOMAU. Clt1efar;d . .__,.-... 

JOUAH J. GOLOSJEIU,--tie~ r_J'A!J 7~~ 
•1. EOWIU G0LD'1/ASSE1., lie,, Y~tk. ~J, 
MOllWE G-Ol:Jl:;'\'ATER, 11 .. 'fork '~l,'; 

•J, J. GOLU~~~/j .~ Ycuk . ~tf 
f'llJLLIAM W ..... OOMAU, MampM1 ,:fo 
0. SAMU(~"- • rE\11~1'. fl.-,,, Yotl 

'JOEL c;,oss.·11.~~- t 
IEUIEll OUIKft,!.)I York 

'MOUIS 'II, H ... ,~ » y.,A 
SALMOU P. •fA{L~Cf11~k_fl_d ', .. :-,. ,,• 

•Membe, 01 uecl,j'tN .. ~.jff-~fr-~;_1• ~ ...... ~---·-" 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DAVID E. HARLEM, Dem·er 

LEO H. HEIMERDINGER, Philadelphia 

•ADOLPH HELD, New Yotk 

fMARCO F. HELLMAN, New York 

SIDNEY L HEROLD, Slue..,eporl 

WALTERS. HILBORN, Beverly Hif/s, Cal. 

MRS. WALTER A. HIRSCH, New York 

HARRY A. HOLLZER, Los Angeles 

ABRAHAM HOROWITZ, New York 

ALBERT 0. HUTZLER, Bollimote 

STANLEY M. ISMCS, New York 

LESLIE L JACOBS, Doflos 

MORRIS E. JACOBS. Omaha 

LEO JUNG. New Yoti 

•ALEXANDER KAHN, New Yori 
MILTON KAHN, BoJton 

•E. I. KAUFMANN, Washington 

MILTON W. KING, Washington 

JOSEPH J. KLEIN, New Yori 

•JEROME H. KOHN, Hartfotd 
ABRAHAM KRASNE, New Yo1J;. 

MILTON KUTZ, Wilmington 

ALEXANDER A. LANDESCO, New Yorl 

SIDNEY LANSBURGH, Bollimoro 

AUERT 0. LASKER, New Yori 

•EDWARD LAZANSKY, Broollyn 

MORRISS. LAZARON, Bollimote 

•AL PAUL LEFTON, Phllodelphia 

LEO LEHMAN, Pittsburgh 

ROBERT L~HMAN, New York 

•SAMUEL 0. LEIDESDORF, New Yori 

EMIL W. LEIPZIGER, New Orleans 

MAX LERNER, WilUomstown, Mon. 

•MRS. DAVID M. LEVY, New Yark 

•!SMC H. LEVY, New York 

SAM A. LEWISOHN, New York 

•ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Philadelphia 

CHARLES J. LIEBMAN, New Yotk 

fHAROLO F. UNDER, New York 

MAX LIVINGSTON, New Haven 

C,A,Rl M. LOEB, Ne., York 

JOSEPH P. LOEB. Los Angeles 

•HIRSCH MANISCHEWITZ, New York 

SAMUEL MARKELL, Ballon 

•JAMES MARSHALL, New York 

ARMMW MAY, Atlonla 

•GEORGE Z. M.EDALIE, New Yo1k 

JEROME MICHAEL, Ne.,, York 

ABRAHAM MILLER, Ne.- York 

HWRY MONSKY, Omoho 

CHARLES W. MORRIS, La11iivill1 

PAUt. MUUI, Los Angt/tJ 

STAHLEY C. MYERS, Mlom/ *'--~ 
MARCUS tMDLU, lie-,, Yorl. -"\ 

/ !EDWARD A. tlORMAtl, 11 .. Yo'I 

MAX OGUSf, flo.t Yot4 

!iATHAN M.·.OHRBACH, Ne'r! Yoik . - . - ' \ 
HARRIS PERLSTEIN, Chicago ' 

DAVID d~SOLA -POOL, N~-r Y.otk: 

JACOB POTOFSKY, New-Yor~ 

MEYER l. PRENTIS, Detroit.­

JOSEPH ·M. --PROSKAUEJi,. Ne;.. YOtk 

BENJ~Mrn J. RABIN, New York 

AARON S. RAUH, St.- Louis 

•A. J. RONGY, New Yo;i. 

•JAMES N. ROSENBERG, "New York· 

LESSING J. ROSENWALD, Phi/orlelphio 

•W!lllAM_ROSENWALD, GroenWi~b, Conn. 
•MORRIS ROTHENBERG, New York 

BERNARD SACHS, New Yo1k 

BEN SADOWSKI, Toronlo 

SIMON SAl(OWITZ, Houston 

A. l. sALTZSTEJN, Mi!'Waul.ee 
E J, SCHANFARBER, Columbus 

.ULYSSES S. SCHWARTZ, Chicago 

WILLIAM H. SCHWARZSCHILO, Richmond 
MURRAY SEASONGOOD, Cincinnati 

EUSTACE_ SELIGMAN, Now York 

BERNARD SEMEL, New York 

ALFRED SHEMANSKI, Seotlle 

•J. H. SHERMAN, New -York 

SAMl.iEt. SHORE-, New)§rk 
WILLIAM J. SHRODER,\.ctncinnotl ~?:' 
MENDEL-. 8. SILBERBE-Re5 Los ~ngelu:_~ 
ARCHIBALD SILVERMA'ffl= Ptovfderu:Jt ~ -..: 

M. C. SLOSS, Son Fr~c_o .~_;;_1 ~~ 
.-.BRAHAM SRERE, Det1oit. >- - :/ 

NATHAN. M. STEIN, "'tf~ul.e~ _ g: ~ .::· 
JESSE H. STEINH~R,T,3Zn fronc~i~ <":• [~ 
EDGAR 8. STERN, -N;;::;prto·am g 
HEN_RY M. STERN, Rocho1for ' -f 

HORACE STERtl, P{gdefphfo eJ 
HU_GH GRANT srRAUS, Brooklyn· r­
MRS. ROGER W. STRAUS, New York 

fLEWIS L. STRAUSS, New York 

FRANK _L SUU8ERGER, Chicogo 

-LEON C. SUNSTEIN, PMlodelphio 

AARON TEITEL8AUM, New York 

fMORRIS C. TROPER, New Yori 
JEROME I. UDELL, New York 

F. FRANK VORENBERG, Boston 

•tEDWARD M, M. WARBURG, New York 

MRS. FELIX M. W~RBURG, New York 

·~AX M. WARBURG, New York 

EUGENE WARNER, BullolC? 

•oAVIO M. WATCHMAKER, Bost~ 
ADOLPH WEIL, Montgomery 

'FRAN~ L.-WEIL, Ner1 YorA. 

HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 

MOSES WINKHSTEIN, Sytoc'u~e 

•JONAH 8, WISE, New Yori 

DAVID P. WOHL1 St. Louis 

MORRIS WOLF, Phffodtfphfo 

f Sctvil'lg in the Armtd Fo1co of the Unilc-d Stole• 
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FHCOMING 
C A B L E 7·3/ 

L I S B 0 N 

NLT LEAVITT Jul.NT DISTIUBUTIU!l COM1AITTEE j 
Z'IO MADISON AVEN N.Y 

Received Nov;-6, 1943 
StenCilled Nov. 8, 191,.J 

1iE TRYING REACH JEYiISH C01\IAUNITIES SOUTHE!tN ITALY PURPOSE SETTING UP 

EFFECT!\':' CG~!iAJTTFE n£,U, ",;ITH ftEFUGEES ESPECIALLY THUSE BEING LIBEMTED. FROM . -
) ' 

CAMPS S'.it1f -•. :.JLi:J .cJ'PhEGIATL YOUR ADVISING us f/HETH:.:-R i..ICENSE FOR TWJlsrh'I'TrnG 

FUNDS THESE AREAS OBTAINAflLE CASI!. RESPONSIBLE COMMITTEES ESTABLISHED 

JOSEPH SCJ!Mli.TZ ,/ 
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In reply please 
refer tos .59280 

1 

Sirs; 

2.5 
FEB 211944 

Thie is to-inronnyou that pursuant to the 
recomendation of the W~ee Board, this Department 
has authorized the Federal Reserve Bank of New York to 
isaue to you license No. NY60!l9J91 pernd.tting you to remit 
the sum of 4.968 pound& 18 shillings tenpenoe to the 
Finance Officer of the ~sh Foreign otficc, wndon;, 
England, representing the equivalent of $20

1
()()0 ~de 

available in Li.re to the J~sh community- in Rome, rtaq,, 
by His Britlnnic llajesty•s Minister at the ·Vatican. . 

/ 

Sincerely yours, 

Orvis A. Schmidt 
Acting Director 

h:!erican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
Z/O Hadison Avelllle1 
llelt York, llew York. 



\ 

I. w. PMle 

'l'be Seoret.1117 todq upre111ed inteS'e•t in the In~ 
(Joftnlatmtal Comlttee OD~ llSJl\J..olled in t.'1• Oll~e fnm 

,';'" 

teedoa, lo. 9021 ot Deeollba 21. Pl..U prepan a -..O.-.ndtla 

tt"Om Pnl. to the Seoretal7 g1Tln1 the baokgrv\lld on ~· 

eo..lttff, 1'9 ~p, etc. 
"? 

\j 
\ 

'' '' 
1-:. 
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' 
ADDRESS OFl'1C1AL CO~TIOHS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF &'TATE 
WAl5HIHG'tl)ff,, P.C. 

( 

In reply refer to 
VD 

,. 
.. ' 

My dear Mr. Pehle: 

/ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

The receipt is acknowledged of your Memorandum 
to Mr. Long of January 3, 1944 containing a suggested 
reply to t~legram 9021 of December 28, 1943 from. 
London. 

r': This is to inform you that a cable was sent to 
London on January 4, 1944 quoting the information . 
contained in your Memorandum. The office of Miss Hodell, 
in your Division, was informed of this action by telephone 

/ 

on January 3, 1944. A copy of the telegram is enclosed.- v~:~' . . ~}:. 
/',L':..-!. 1

• ~~~-- -r 
Sincerely yours, 

Oh 

Enclosure: 

Copy of telegram to 
London, January 4, 1944. 

./ ~--'t\: 
/ 

Mr. J. w. Pehle, 
Director, Foreign Funds Control, 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. c. 

. I 



- ~- .. -_ {' ~--· -

J.llillORAJIDUY TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY LONG 

- (_) - « 
JI'.:;..-

Attention1 Yr. Riegel.Dian 

. It ~ .~ appreol.11.ted U 7<m "1ll hav• thll • -.. _, - - - - - - / - ./ 
attac~"oable.d!t_~~hed t~'~he.Alllerioan Legation, 

- -.~~~- --- • • _o_ -'---=-··.~~ -- - -- '' • - • -; -

Bern, Srl'itjQ~~ 8nd,:i;§P.j!At~'ti~lion. 

Please advise tbie office when cable 18 

despatched. 

- :[ ~. --=: - - - -' -

tf1?fi: ~ ~~ ·-~ ·- P' ~ -r--:~_ ~ 

FHodelshd 1/6/44 

•: " 

. ~ 



f. 

Reference is made to your cable Uo. 8182, December 28j 

1943, transmitting Tittman's cable of December 2l,,cl9~a,,_~-~------~. 

No. 224. 

For your infoI'lllation there is repeated to you herewith 

London's cable of December 28, 1943, No. 9021, which relates 

to the same matter, and our reply No. 52 0£ January 4, 1944. 

Please repeat above\~essage to Tittman ruid transmit the 

following additional message to him: 

"Re your December 21, Ho • .224, we have asked Bern to 

repeat to you London's 9021 of December 28 and our reply .. 

No. 52 of January 4, 1944. The Department and the Treasurr 

agree thc..t the necessary assurances may be given th'at funds 

up to $20,000 will be fot>thcoming in the future for these 

operations. '* Please advise if additional funds are needed. 

Repeated to London." 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTl!lt Ol"FICIE COMMUNICATION 

DAH February l?. 

TO Mr. Parke 

FllOM Miss Hodel 

Reference is made to cable from London No. 1154, February 10, 1944, 
copy of which has been sent to you. The i'far Refugee Board has approved 
the nrogram ref erred to therein and recol'llllends that a license be issued 
immediately pernitting the JDC to send 4,968 pounds 18 shillings tenpence 
to the Finance Officer of the British Foreign Offi9e in London. 

_{~-

Acrypropriate cables to London and our reprosent~tive in the Vatican 
Will be prepared by us. . 

I 
I 
{ 

! 

i 

L_· -_ ~·Z"_---__ -c~,...~,.-_ 

~ 
:1 



l!Hta\,,¥1 Of .S\~\1,1 1 _ 

.. )l~•l:<\1!4\~n, -

llli4, 'fe.P,\h• . '~i- . . . ·. 
l.!l. tioJ• ~\ell /!orul'u'f 81 r,,"~. <>tt~H r•'t~llJ~llJ . 

n11Utt\ac-. tor oh~l'i\Able nU•f a' \l'"'lalln.;.- tol:r.ow• · 
'c - ~ -; • • -. ~ ~- _- ·' • - ·'""' - -------:- -_ ---, :'-- · __ :__:;, :· ,c''_- -_, -___ "" -____ : --,-- o. _,-. ~ ,_ --~-:-;~-_£ · • ' -_ - • _ 

\ \1tlti~~·:f»i, ./tmu1»rif'9~hi. 8~~ 'f<l4l .~MlUft# l~~~\t~ 
nh1ti1l: 

. "l u1 Ml'f1 ~~or>; h~• bo~n uoae 4'l~y in ff:ttir~llf 

dl(IJcr.il\1••· ~Glllli' ~~"ff•, l bl>l'•· J'ltl\_ OV•~oa• f!J.l~ WO .· 

ha"~ ~U,hlll'hOd 11!. lf~tOJf~ ~~~~,~~~ r.\. \b~. l~·~i~D- \0 
' - - -· ' ,· ' _, .. ,, 

•pend io,opq do>.l».l'J vortb,o( llr~ .. t~1' \~1 cl1arf.h"I~• 

r•U•t lfOJ'e:. l-'41'1ild 1ou. pf.e!UIO ~· .. ~''" -~t>d ~ \ht 

Yba.c:o. crt~lll<~. 1or11lgll Ottl.e.,,. \h• ·,Ut< ('Jf 4lh~8 · 

pound• 111')1\•*0 •hHJ1111~11 ~ tlw <Hl,\!h(>hl\\ ~t 

~:11,0.IJ9 clt>Untf 

ho llhtiul•l 'b~ s;raht<J.l 1t 1on would ulr; ~h• Aa•rl••n 

JHhh Join\ i,;h\l'~l;u'_l~n Co-lU ... ~'vM b.,.n, l 

ll•lhv•. i·rov14114 th .. f'nr.dn, \o J'f>frnltt fna ..._~ldnc 

• j 

! 
L 
' J 
L 
i 
l 

I 
~· 

~ 
} 



' 
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\ 
\ 

rtilh! h !'.oal> 'WlUl nfUr l!Qu,. h oocupted \J¥' th11 Allh;, 

1t yuhl1u1t7 werq ClYwn to \hi• •Ohqa• v• tbauli be 

•u\Jaa•ad to all sol'ia at deAJtnd• Ir~~ Allio• and lro• 

-•vltb or1•al111t1on1 \o p1rat.t·•1"1tii~o11 to euu~1 

hrrUorlc>e gf o kl!id which l!lf! hna r<lv"1• taU b!>111t1t to 

rd'ust. h n11ht lo TtJ.,j diftiouli for 1ae tr. n:pbln 
" 

de1tr11blo. Vou14 l' \~ poe&l\le to trantfep tut~r• 

r•.111\hncoa th:Mwth th• ~•ahln1r, u.-4 'by 1011r goYeru11w1\ 

tn t1n:'..1ic11 th'! ilnlh4 l'lh,\11 rapraaeab\lY• eli the TaUOM 

or \o ll?rM.., 11n or o\ltaln th• fro• th11 Hol;r l.le111 10 \hti.\ 

tho lt1thr un4 not thl> P.n11,_y "01114 ohh,111 n,., f.:q11l•11b11t In 

Svii1 fr•nOl1 

.,. 



SoQ; i!\~.r lio~gouU~u 

1~olph fi.ul 

ThHfl lli tUb@ittod to .:nm !or your- 6.~'!l}'OV&l ~ rir<>p~n1.ea 

cut.le to tirn ;',;:;'C!rlr.t.;: La ... t;ti G~\ d~ : •mi, Svilti1~1·i.u1111, ror 

tl•tc1.sdt<$ii';n ;.;,; tl:rn !,,:;i:<· ti4}~ t1; 'i'Hita•n~ the &hloi•icnn 

l'OpN>~(!f:tr.~h~ i<t u.e V••i:!cbn. 'lh<J c~blo 1ltt~l& ·.,,1t;n:rolittf 

IJ!;CmiU Oll!i lnvo1 viH,. Lh-; JaVJiah 0Cm"illl.Ul1t/ ln H6twio 
'<,T 

. . 
;.bo r.t:tn}hod :.N tl.is <:G.tleti rtifol•r·od tQ in thu p•o .. 

(ln11i1alet) M1Jl.1Pe 

l/t./44 



.~: 

\. 

.il,: 

_ lii•i3} tt·c.m11:1HU11 . ._ r1'HtK1m't> cat.le of tetu;;,1!}er fl, H.'~3, 

t.o Hrn ;;~~cf;; i'i.t.. tter 1 /l .. nd •ml' l'@i:.ly ki.J• hB of Jr.n\ll:'.t·~' 4; lt/44• 

, hane s·uf!ot"t e,.nQYe r:11saate to '!U tr;;IJ.n ti!ul ti'I•ntmi t tlH~ 

"~:G ,'.lvUl; i~aciut.~ci· .;.;1, Fv. ~:2•!, we hf>'i~ 1rnbd fiff1'n to 
,· 

N1pent t.'1/~iJu. ,.oniiuu. 1n JQ;;l oi l:tt!i~m1.nJl• ;"~ mll'i ou1~ l'4.iJ'l3 

up to '~~-; ,OC-0 dU l:rn t <JrtlvJ~ill'.tt fa th~ futut·a for ticl.tlQ 

"t'~l·:.-.tiotJ.:f+ , ll?f>~e advitrn it ii;1hUtfota\l il'\<ntl5 1.r~ aeed6th 

'1 .. 

['-.. 

.i 

\ 

: .. 



> l i . · .. 

f 
/ 

-- -\_ 

- :__ ~ .j -: 
-- ~-, . -· 

/ 
Secretary .Morgenthau AN 51944, .· .. ~.' 
lbmdolph Po.Ii 

_ ___ __--,:-~-',_;: .. ~-~i~-- ~-:-~-,;~_-,,_ ~-,,. ~-:-1-e1·, __ :.--.~_-:_·~, {-:-;~-.-:..·: 

co.ble to the American I.egaffon at' 'tern, ·sr/i t'ze1;la1id~ ·{l)r 
- • ;- _: ,-_ -~- ~ c \ , _ _;.• <i: -·. l:,•. '°~,.:· ,.--(:Jt- ~-~-~-! :rt ----~<,·~·\·:-:·-~'}--"': -<~--i --

transmission by t11e Legation to Tittmnn, the .American 

represe~tatlie 8.t the Vatican. The''.6ab{ta.~~;1i'i~it1i'reli~£ 
operations lnv~lv.ing the Jewi~h 'community in Rome. 

- - t, - . - ' - : - --- ~-- ---- ~ 
--· _ ----_r_ ":' ~--· ''.-_ ~1 !. _c.-~~'--~ ~~--~:,•~-_-_,. -~ >.._'.-~ ?. :.;\~~::~>Uf;:f~~~~,.:~.:'.;<~~-

Also attached are tne ·cables referred to in th~_ prq .. 
·-~ - -_c,,-€ ~ ._;,- -=- --- -~,--"~~ f;"'- .-]~--:-~-- ':-~f _{~\,..:::_~J~L<~:~i:-;f- <--~f~ -,~~~;--oi~ ~·re.~·.:,_ --~-~~\~·t.~ · ~,--
pOSed ca.Ole ~o Bern, ,which give the background-in:f ormation 

- '-~-:o ~---- ! 'i 

' ' -- ' ~ 

Approved: 

\ 
l 
I 
i' 

l 
·.· 
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I' 

Cable to Bern 

to your cable No~ 81U2, Decel!lber:2a,. 

transm.i tting Ti ttman.' s cable 0£ Deoembel' 21, l94s •. 
224. 

For your infQrm.ation there is l'epeated to you ~erewith 

London's cable of December 28, 1943, No. 9021; which relate• 

to the srune iriaHer;·~a{~i>'rE!i>fy.'Nhi,:52 o'.f'\JanuaJ.i·~:,·l944~-:;,: 
Please rep~at~"\!JlVe message to Titt~n: and tran'amit't.he . 

£ollowi.ni.adc}itio'na1~~·sa,ge ti> h#t. ;.,; -.1. !: ~- .:>,,;1/. 
-=-"Re yoju> De'cember 211 MQ. ,224, ~e_ }!._ave •allea· Bern lo 
- -- =- :-- "~,__-. -c;~-- -~ ~~ 0 --~ -,r -"'_- -

repeat to YC>1l London's ~Q2;t .of Peo8Iilber. ,28 ;aajl p~ r~pl; 
-' '-- ; -·-~ - -- ---_-• __ -_ - ·-=~- -·--~ -,~-·--:" ~-~•--·-_,~,-~~ -""- ~~o'"'•_, '-=;~ _ _J".·'. 

no ••. s2 of; ·J@i\8.1.f- 4:;,J~M~· ~~-'.p.e~~rJmEm.(Ati~.~lia'iI'~~sury 
agr,ee .t~t~t~he. hec~~sar1.;a~sshr~c'ei' ~i1>£!~glve11tlla~.·~Uhas. 

up t~. $20,Q09.win;9e f~1'~~~~¥in~,l.fi '.~li~~:'~u~~~-~or t~~~'e 
operation~. Please 'advis'e' if. 'acldltiO"nai £urtdl$ are. ;needed~ 

: ., ' - - - - • ~ ' - ' - f ; 



. 
JU.W.RICAN EJdBASSY 

- ~f - - - o-'....•;;o-or.;~---- ~ 

LmmoN 

lfo. 52 ,, y 

fi'1tas-qr1 _Departme11t requ,sta follolfi».g ~repl;y be ''&•tit tto :,your 

~~2~, Dec.ember 28: 

QUOTE 7,'his is with.reference .to yoµr,.oableUo. 9021, -
December 28, 1943, concerning suggestiOn of lritergovern• 

_mental CQW1ni J.tee on RefugeEts ·Vl~th .l'egaJ?a :to funds ;f(j···r 
r13}:J,ej work ~n behalf 0£ ;Jew11 ·m Italy,.; .. ..c: 

.AmElrican Jewish Joint ·nistr:.ibutlon :Conanltta~ ~as · 
b~el! _ilppr9achEld.and is willlng--to ~provide up ·tO $20,000 · 
,at present tilf4e and ;to consider reasonable additional . 
_amo'Unts if needed. United Sta tea Treasury is pre.paI'ed 
to license transa~t~on and will appreciate prompt adVice 
as to wheth~r rem.it'tance maybe ei'fected through iondon 
and if so to whom in London funds-should be remitted-. 
P;Lease advise also as to iaentity of reciplentorganhl."' 
tions in Rome so that future remittances can be made · 
airect fr9fil United States if desirable. UNQUOTE 

, A·l/S:GLBa11SL VD EU 

' 
i 
I" 
l 



"'""'~;: '£hfo if, "!.th )'Gforcrnel) tr, Jour cn';,le no. '00211 
Luc;ui;.lal' i.Jt Ji,»rc3, c;,ncernlAt SUf~ <:ration -0.f Inhr;;,:overn­
r.. Jn;t.1: r;o;.i;;".""tt.n~ >:in .·~.;si'~'.)ftio.s TtHh_A'et~f»t·d to . .ft1rHhi fop 
rshvi: ;'Wl'~ m. urunL: 01 Jrms izi l 1;1Uy. 

/J':;:Jdo~n Jqt>hi\ Jc1lnt 1::.iatl'fo;;tion Co~lttee hf<.1:1 
t"Jot. ,_ ·¥N••ch~ii f'J;,) i5 ii.ill.int~ to ~,r,widn up \1) ;t,:{<'),\00 
ct ;,: us~.!~ l..i~u <:t;J to C;)r,3!~-0l" i'Oil<MW~U~ f1dil1tioual 
.w.w-~ts .u. •<~l!d.;ja. \.iaitud Sttcttls '!N1>.&Ui'y }~ .fl'PJ,Jtil'sd 

!~ ~~Q:~~t.~~"~~::~ru;;;:q:n;~~:lt.! !H~;~!~~t~h~~~~\~~x~~.· 
u.r.tl i! ~o co .. 1heH in 1.011.ii<m !tm.ii~ uhould 11$ ra:.tiithd. 
fl01,~e 1<(t\lh,, ulso Lu i;.;,; ide;;rUt;r oi ruoii1i<lht ori;;,uhA• 
tl·;;Ji!i fo f;0r.~ f.O 1.ht.t fut.ltN ltitlth.UOUIJ o_.,r~ be i;~acic 
,~froct J:ro.;, Lrd.ti:a St11.t.eo it rlitthi\lilo. \fo'<-t,;;n; 



\ ,, 

PMt!NUtM~ (if ta.tE<JRAM uitl!Yiil 

fltt!Ms AUhl\lCAff U:Ol.Tl<m, bto:AM 

'tOi !Hl'Ot., or Sta••· IHblllg\on 

nA1:;01 llfflllber 2n, lfJQ 

aU»mU\1 sl82 
1 

Y ll0llir~1 la TlttuiAn•a oab}o ot Deoeabtr 21. no. 224. 

I ro!or h'.frtwlth to U1e e~~lt :Nl£al'dlng rellof of 
11 .bl Rome lthioll lf.f tirltiah colltt.f!UO unt to Lo:wlon .. . . 

iitt liovlllbu 24• li!U1 no. 442, !or r.petiUon to ?idltl"'ton. 

''' \\ore iniorm.t<l to4a.7 'b1 the rttpr11H11l..th• of J••• 
lu I~ tht.t t;uuaidorable 1wida •ill be 11004od urgentlf · 
at tho end of the JMmth., lt la IIlt".gHtct<l t.7 him. that •.. 
U auurancos could h~ t;lY!fn by Qe orn• 1Uid ict elt:bor ln 
11rltint or al'all1 tha.t xunaa aould ll• lortheQJllin~.••c.ma-.. - _ 
Uu h tJw ne£Lt• tutw-e irOJ:l ~ntlt® ed. tn. Utihta Stat.,, 
it altbt be pouil!le tot< ~~- to Jl9KOtbto f. lowi 
lockll1 ualt&B GUP a11ur~noe1 ati aaQuritT• 

. Wr f:6"iJlT WU t.11.-t IUqll bllllil'il.!10f8 Ot>ul4 not bt 
fllnu td.thout pnvhus truthGdut1ol}1 btAt. flt f.fLJ"Hd to 
lt'-Hs~1t th~ .EleH•t• an.d 1>.ak th•t cu~usid~r•t101.1 ho t~nn. 
tv. U.~o .l!~t:Utlon.~tOa\;l.lt O! tho J~dO. hl G~it.iOU ·pr.• 
VltJ.lill~ l>ttl'O t.a.:i likflf b·~tn d1S:t10\Ut1H thN~ 
u1ud ~l.J.'A.f1ql.e. IL b nquott.t.4 t.Wt.t 1'4'!J. 1ioma11t touaon 
~ c~lti 4t th~ eGrli•ot po•e1bl4 ~~"t• 

iMJ&lSOM 

: .. " . DECiASSTF!f:D . , 

' \' 

, Slato Dopt.. L<:twr, 1•11·72 

By R. H. l'nrks D~to..sEf_ 1972. 

.1 
i 
' 



PJlJJ.PHRASE OF T1LEGR1U,1 RECEIVED 

F'ROM: Ati,.,RIClJi L:.GA'rION, BE.RN 

TO: Secr•atary of State, l'.t.shington 

I:,,'L:.1~: December 28, 1943 

FollowinL is Titta;.n's fa.Ue oi' December 21, no. 224. 
·' 

I refer h;1·ewi th to t1.et caLle reg1n•dillc relief of 
Jews in Rome which :;.;; hritish eolleague sent to London 
on ;.ovembar 24, 1943, no. 442, for repetition to Washington. 

;',e we1·e irl,iormed todE<J' by the representative of Jeffs 
in Kome tlmt conside1•able ftmds will be nooded urgently 
flt the end of the mor1th. rt is suggestod by him that 
if ussurarrces could be given by Osborne iu1C. me either in 
nriting or orally tho.t funds nould be fort.hoomin& some-­
tiL:e in the near future from ~ubhnd and the United States, 
it might be possihle .for him to negotiate a lo&n 
locally usil10 our assura1ces as security, 

Our reply"V;as tlu .. L such assurances could not be 
given ¥:ithout previo1.l.s .:uthoriz&tiou, but r.e agreed to 
trc::;nsmit the mess&.re and ask that consideration be t,lvcn 
to the su,~t;ostion because of the spcciul conditions pre­
vnilini_; he;•o i.nd likely tnnsfer, <l.iri'iculties thr·ough 
unuLl chccr.utels. 1t is requested that you consult London 
anc} c·td:;le at the earliest possible moment. 

HARRISON 

DECJ,ASSIFIED 
Btalo Dept. I.titer, 1-11·72 

Dy R. IJ. Parks Dnto---5£.f 1 1972 



\ 

PLAIN 

London 
. \. 

Dated ,December 28, 1943 
·;_,--.;_. 

Rec•d4i07 p~m. 
Secretary of State, 

-,._ - -

'viashington. 

x 
9021, twenty•eig}lth•· · 

./ 
.. Embassy has received from Dii'ect~r,· Inter-

governmental Commi t~,ee. on Reiu~eee, letter dated 

December twentysecondcontaining.auggeation that 

Deptirtinent-may wiah,approach refugee ,organizations .. 

in United States as followst 

"The Foreign Office has just iilforinea:'u1r:·.that . 

the British' 1linhter to theWatican nis~'i'aportel 
that ·the funds·of·· chari tabi~ Italians ~iil~ Rome, ·:=who 

have been working on beli11.lf o:f t~edews; especially 

the children of those whom the Germans h~"Ve seized 

and probably deported to Germany, are very low and 

in/consf'quence they may not be able to continue nith 

their t>elief work. The Foreign Office is asking the 

Treasury whether they vlill allow· funds for this purpose 

to te pa.id into the account .,..?.r the Dri tish Minister 
·--~""'-~- : 

to the Vatican, and has asked us whether we would 

consider 

\ 



· ,;;,2- f9021, twenty-eighth, :from London. 

consider approaching some of the Jewish charitable 

organizations in this country in case they may be 

disposed to make a contribution. 

We ar·e therefore addressing 11 conditional enquiry · 

to each of the followint organizations in London: 

wot1a Jewish Congress, Boald of Dep-6ties of British 
/ 

Jews, Central Council for Jewish Refugees. 

In addition it h<:.s occµrrcd to us that you might 

wish to inform the State Department for whatever 

approach it rnight deem advisable to make to the 
,/ 

Junerican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee or 

other organizu.tions in the United States, on con­

dition that the United States Treasury are willing 

to allow transmission of funds for this purpose" • 
./ 

WUf.iili'r 

WTD 

1,' 

\. 



\ 
'\ 

_-'l 

'· .• ,· ;-_ ... ;·,_Pl.All.•,_ 

1-im 

'niltet J)e~u 28~ i• 
-- n.a•4 4~o? ,~ 

'-~ ~- - : -

W&thlngtoa. 

*• t.wayHlDtllt-~." 
' 

•••II h&1 ifftlnl tna Dlr.otp• lat•,. 

i,1wo1'1*Atal CGlllfd.lt•• ea W•••• l•tk• a.w 
»••--· tftatpeot,d ooat•lalag •ut&••Uoa.tla&t 

h~\ _,. wlu a,1ro.•k-r•tup•. 01p.nbaU0na 

la 11n1ttd stat••--•• toll•n~-,~ -

•• ftrelpJ)!{itJ~Jaai ~- J.Ato~ •utbat 
Ult !r1t1ah .tfullattr to tki Vt.ti•-~ ·Mpojt~ 

- - ---- _:;: 

tA-.t. tu flmd• ·_()£ Ohultablt lt•ll•u· ln_ il.ou1'-1'ko 

han been 'fiOJ'ldag on btb.U of t~ llP, ••fe•~•llt 

tht children ot thou •h• tht Gtl'JWle hti.-vt ••ta.a 
and pHbabl,r depot-led to GtrlWJl, •r•v•r1 lo. &114 

1n consequenot tho1 111A¥ nQt be a\11 to oont1aut with 

tht11' relief work. ?lie Yor-di;n ottbt la uklnit \ht 
-~-~ 

rr1aeur3 whether tht1 alll 6lltw t-uiid• lor th.11 p~eo11 

to ,, • .P•id into the UCOUllt o! th• Bdtllh Mlnbt~I' 

to the Vatioa.u, and haa aaktt\ ua whether •• wolil.4 

ooneldtr 

·-l 
. , 



\ 

eonsidiw nppl'oachiui:; •cea of the Jo10i4h ohsl'l taLl& 

Orttmi~rntio~ in t:hle cuunt1·~0 ll1 cue tho; .l!.lAJ" LG 

dbpoaea to nuke -. ¢ontrlbution. 

Yo ue thorofQN1 fMldr111ud.11t t;, t:<.>nili tlonal eri'inley 

1~0I'ld J2\11ah c.:n:;rqu, Ho11~~ of floputfu o! Iiri. tlsh 

Jowa, L:.,ntr.r.1 Ccuneil for Jew.l~h Kei'ugee•. 

fa edditiun it htcs occuued to ue th~• t ,you ili1tht 

wlah t<.) lufvrU' tho Htntc Def.'nl'L;;ont fo1· ~;hl!;;tover 

a.p_proaoh it ~ii,ht tla&Jk ici~lsi:.ble to m.ka to the· · 

A1lleriqan Jewioh Joiut. i'istl'lbutii:m.. Cottmittn -Ol" 

oih<u• org~bat1<:!mf 1u th~ united Ste.tea, ~n Mll"' 

ditfoa lhi; t tbe United· St1'4h~ 'TrCJitflUl'.J at~ willlug, 



·i 

\ 

,/ ./ -
At 5:40 p.'n .. l!r. Brandt of the State Department t:elephoned 

!.!iss Hodol 1 s office to say that tho attached_ cable to London vias 

being sent o'-lt. 

I 
I 
i 
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l&..1WRAfIDU!! FOR THE FILES 

.Janu:ary J~ 1944 
4125 p.m. 

Fcalled Breckinridge Long's secretary regarding 
the attached. She advised me that l!.r. Long is m1t of the 
city but action is being taken on the cable. She also stated_· 
that she would have someone telephone me as soon-as a message 
was sent out and would arrange for a copy of such.message to 
be sent to us. 

F. Hodel 



• 

\ 

(f/"! 
f: Mttr ' .· 

Referenoe i• Md• to cable tfo. 90lll ot Deouber 28, 1943, 
from London, a copy ot 1'h1.oh was tonrarded to• b;J' Mr. Trnen. 

It i• •ua&e•tod that ,a repl)' be pioomptq Bflllt to LoPdota 
aloag the tollowiJJg linfJa 1 .~·· 

"Thia is ld. th reterena1t t.o :vour cable. Ho. 9021, 
Dec~ 28, 19431 c~ernlng 1uggeatj,on ot Inter­
sovonment.i. OOlllld.ttee on R•h&H• with reg&l'd to 
funds tor .~11Cilf work on behalf ot Jn1 in Ital.7. 

American .J8111ah Joint. Di•tr.t.but.iOA Comd.t.tee 
bu bffn. approached and 11 Willing to prmda up 
to eao,ooo at p~snt time and to consider reuon­
able additional aaqimte it needed. 11n1ted 8t.atetJ 
Treasury 1a prepared to l1cenq ~Al'lllaotian alld . 
will appreciate prompt advice u t.c>wbit\her 1'8111ttence 
mq be etfeoted thl'QU811 Loadon and 1t eo to wh• in 
London tunda ahould. be remitted. Please achlta alao 
u to identit.7 of reo1p.t.ent. organtzat1ou in n..·eo 
that tuture remittanaea oan be !Ude diitottron 11n1w 
Stat.ea 1t doail'able.11 · · ··· · · 

It w1l1 be appreoi&ted. it th11 p&partmeJR is furn11bed with 
a oopy of the ... ap sent. · 

PHodelthd 1/2/43 

,,'u, 
(1t•J':,., ~.) 

I 

:.f<t 
. I 



\ 
\ 

DRAFT OF CABi.E TO LONOOll 

This ie witb refe~ence to your cable No. 9021, December 28, 

1943, concerning suggestion of Inter-governmental CoDllllittee on 
j 

Refugees rlth DBgard to funde for relief work on behalf of J_eYfa 

1n Italy. 

Aaeriean Jewish Joint Distribution Collllllittee has been 

approached and is willing to provide up to &20,000 at pr.esent 

time and to consider reasonable additional lllllOl.lllts if needed. 

United States Treasury is prepared to license transaction and will 

appreciate pro;n;>t advice as to whether remittance may be effected 

through London and it so cto whoa in London funds should be re-

mitted. Please advise also as to identity of recipient organiaa• 

tiona in Rolile so that future remittances can be made direct from 

United States if desirable. 

'' -, 
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EK 

IJEPARTMEllT OF STATE 
II 

DEC 2 91943 
V·. '··"~ .• ;.,) 

AND RECORDS 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

9021, twEnty-.fighth. 
+ 

· CY 

PLAIN. 

London 

DatEd DEcrnb~::i:, 281 -1943 

REC 1d 4:07 p.m·. 

Embassy has rEcEivEd from DirEctor, IntEr~ 

govErnmEntal CommittEE on REfugEES 1 lEttEr datEd 

Dic:cEmbEr twEntysEcond containing suggEstion that 

DE partmEnt may wish approa~h rEfugEE organizations 

in UnitEd StatEs as follows: 

11 ThE F'orE ign Officic: has just inf'ormEd us that. 

thE British MlnistEr to thE Vatican has rEportic:d 

that thE funds of charitablic: Italians: iri RomE, who 

havic: bEEn working on bEhalf of thE Jic:ws, ~spEc-i_ally 

thE childrEn of thosic: whom thr: Gic:rmans havE sEizEd 

and probably dic:portEd to GErmany, ?rE VEry low and 

in consEqUEncE thEy may not bE ablE ·to continuE wi_th 

thE ir rE liE f work. ThE ForE ign OfficE is asking thE 

TrEasury whE thEr thEy will allow funds for this J?UrposE 

~-to bt paid into thE account of thE British Ministtr 

to thE. Vatican, and has askEd us whEthEr WE would 

consldtr approaching somE of thE J~wlah charitablE 

organiza ti ona 



\ 

• 
-2- #9021, twEnty-Eighth, from London. 

organizations in this country in casE thqr _may bE 

disposEd tc makE a contribution. 

WE arE thE rE f orE addrE s sing a c ond i ti ona 1 Enquiry 

to Each of thE following organizations in London: 

World JEwish CongrEs&, Board of' DEputiE:s of' British 

JEws, CEntral Councli f'or JEwish REfugEEs. 
1 

In addition it has occurrEd to us that you might 

wish to inform thE StatE DEpartmEnt for whatEvEr 

approach it might dEEm advisablE to makE to tht 

AmErican JEwish Joint Distributitn CQmmittEE or . 
othEr organizations in thE UnitEd StatEs, en con-

dition that thE UnitEd.StatEs TrrnsurrarE willing 

to allow transmission of furids for this purposE: 11 • 

WI NA NT 

WTD 

.. , 
·i 
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/.' 

FR>HI 
TOI 

DATED: 

NUHBERt 

PARAPHRASE or TEI.EGRAH 1'&0EIYE1>. 

AKERIOAN 1.EGATIOH, BERN 

aecret817 of State, Washlngton­

Ootobel' 6, 1943 

6266 
){ 

:-,.-· 

Mayer requests that the joint distribution oomm1ttee 

be informed that he is 1Jlyestigat1ng oond1t1ons 1n Ital:J 

through J'eOently arrived refugees and will V8l'J ·soon -sub­

mit 1n detail suggestions tor Italian relief. 

The foregoing refers to tbe Depal'tment's no. 2371 

of September 28 which transmitted a m.est1ase to Sal7_ Ha¥e:i>, 

Jewish refugee fund, Saint Gallen. 

HARRISON 

Dl',Cl,ASl:ilflGU 
Sta!-0 Dept. I..otwr, 1·11·\i 

BJ 11. IL Puka D&'4EP .. 1 1972 



--------- ----

Sllpt. 71. 1943 

llr. Stone 

lir. Peble 

Pursuant t.o our telephone conversation of today, it will be 

appreoiated if you will have the attached cable despatched im.lliediatel;y 

to the Amerioan Legation, Bern, Switzerland. :ur. Valobra who is referred 

to in the message is the Chairman of the Deleg~zione Aseistanza FmigranU, 

the Italian Cmmittee with which the >.merican Jewish Joint DistribUtio11 

CoJllllittee has been dealing in Italy. Valobra ·naa last heard of in Uilan, 
~·-

Italy. 

- -•=,--· .. ,)"_ 

cc: Hodel, Sh1;artz, DuBoiB, Taylor 

Delivered via special mesaenger - 9/27/43 - 4:35 pm 
to Mr. Stone , r111 214 Stllte Dept. 

-'l-. 

-
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The TreasU17 baa authorised the Joint Distribution eo..ittee 
I 

to tranndt the following meesage, notir:t.thstandiitg General RulJ.n& Jfo. U, 

to ita representative in Switaerhnd; Sel.7-lla,Jer, Jewdeh ~tugee Fund1 

8\. O&ll,1 Blriturland. Please aee that th1• message ie promptlJ' d.elinrtd 

to Kqel't 

•Pleaae adriee Valobra Delaaea or other authori11ed npresl!lntatiTe 

ot Delu• that Joint Distribution Oollllllittee autborizu Valobra or 8UOh 

other author111ed representatiTe to borrow 1ooall:J li;H equi\'&lent of 

one hundred twenty thousand dollar• tor refU&ee relief ne~dll tor next 

eix llODtba • 

Joint Distribution Oollllittee• 

CCI Hodel, Shwartz, DuBois, TaYlor 
Delivered via special 111eeoongor - 9/2'1//;J - 4&35 pm 

to lilr. Stone , rm 214 State Dept. 

;/n/;: 

\ \. 

\ 
\ 
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\ 
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INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION f • 
DATii ~-

TO Secretary 1:orgenthau SEP~5f~~ (/'-' -
~RoM Ranuolph Paul 

ifow that the Chungking cable transm:i tting a message 
i.-rom the ,·,_.,-,eric~n Jewish Joint Distribution Com:rnittee to its 
representative i11 Shanghai has ,£een sent, we desire to raise 
with State a similar matter involving Italy. 

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee has 
advised us that, prior to our entry into the war, they supported 
t!1e Delegazione Assistanza Emigranti, a refugee assistance group, 
in Italy and that they desire to send the following message to 
tueir reprasent~tive in Bern. 

11Pleas3 advise Valobra that he is authorized by 
Joint Distribution Committee to borrow locally lira~:; 
equivalent'of one hundred twenty thousand dollars for 
refugee relief needs for next six months." 

hi'. Valobra is th~ chairman of the Delegazione Assistanza 
£'mii;ranti and was last heard of in 1lilan, Italy. 

The considerations in this matter vrnuld seem to be 
.!:'rimarily the same as those involved in connection with the send­
ing of the Chungking cable. Of course, no direct aid will accrue 
to the enemy. If' you agree we shall request State to send the 
a;ove quoted message to Bern. ~ 

,. 
i:. 
1 ·• 
I 
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aelt. or any other reeponaiblo oftioer of the Dolegasione Aasieta.nza Bmigranti 

to borrow in Italy Italian lira up to the equivalent of one hundred twenty 

thousand dollars for a poriod of six !!'Onths, c~'Jllllenoing September, to alleviate 

tho situation of Jewish refugees in Italy. If neoessary and to insure reim-

bursement aftor the war to persons in Italy who furnish local ourronoy or 

services in connection with these filllllloial arrangements. n blocked aoooiint 

oan bn established under ay;>ropriate safeguarda by deposit of funds by the' 

Joint Distribution Comciittea. 

"It it is not possible to obtain all or any part of the lira equivalf)nt 

of the one hundred r.nd twanty thousand dollars in Italy you are authorized to 

purchase Italian lira i'rom persona in Switzerland provided sellers are oheokecl 

by the Legation to ensure th.a.t lira have been held by sellers prior to June- 19, 

1940, or have si~o aoorued to them throug}t di\'i.donds or investments in.Italy 

. or thrJugh similar transaotiOD9• 
,,:;-_ 

"Inform ua which of the two alternative methoda outlined abqve you will 

adopt and wheth<Jr tho allowance of one hundred twenty thoua!llld dollnrs tor ~ 

period of Bix months, oommenoing September, will be adequate to meet tho ourrent 

relief problems respooting the refugees in Ita'\Y) so that further instruotiont 

rrl th reepeot to the matter rray be fon.-arded to youo 

"Con1ult Ylith Legation at Horn for pur-poGe of working out and obtaining 

it1 approval of detailed arrllll{:;omonts tor carrying out thi1 program subject 

to condition• stipulated by Treasury Dapart:nante• 

Fllodel1RR8hwartz1diw 9/14/43 

\ 
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SALI ldAIER 

ST. GALL SIUTZERL.AND 

PLEASE ADVISE VALOBRA DELAs~k AUTHORIZED BY JOINT DISTRIBUTION 
---_ U,__·,,.._ • < 

COMMITTEE TO BORROW LOCALLY ,,._EQUIVALENT OF ONE HUllDRED TWENTY THOUS~ 

DOLLARS FOR REFUGEE RELIEF NEEDS FOR NEXT SIX MONTHS STO~.l:<:!Y~-~ 

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE GREATLY CONCERNED FATE MANY JEWISH REFUGEES 

IN ITALIAN OCCUPIED ZONE IN FRANCE STOP COULD VALOBRA YAKE URGENT 
--;_.;-_ . ...,. __ 

REPRESENTATIONS TO HIS GOVERNMENT ON EVACUATING THESE RERUGEES Et Tj) 
' - .. - "/'•:-,_-.. -.,~...,., ... -.-_. 

ITALY AND ADVISE US PROMPTLY 

LEAVITT 

'·-

JOINT DISTRIBUTION -COlilMITTEE --

'JI• 

\: -



CABLES: "JOINTDISCO" NEW YORK TELEPHONE: L.E.ington 2,5200 

T 1- • ..: AMERICAN J EW • .S H 

,,,-J 0 I N T D I S T R I B U T I 0 N C 0 M M It T ~ E i1 c 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

PAUL !AERWALD. Hon.otory Choitman 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Choitmon 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG. Hono.rory Chairman, EncutiYe Committee 

EDWARD M. M. WARBURG. Chairman 

JAMES H. BECKER, Chairmen, National Council 

ALBEll:T H. LIEBERMAN. Vice-Chairman. Nolionol Council 

JOSEfl:H C. HYMAt( flecuti-~e Vice-Chairmen 

Vice-Chairmen 

GEORGE BACKER WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
ALEXANDER KAHN WILLIAM J. SHROOER 

)HAROLD f. LINDER M. C. SLOSS 
JONAH B. WISE 

European Euculi11e Council 

IUNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ 
Honorary Chairman ChoirmatJ 

AL~NDER ~: lAN~eSCQ .. ·r;eo~uier 
fAfiNER 8.REG.~)..N~ ."-u_o~iof• Tteosufer ~ -

EVELYf".I M. MORRISSEY, Au~stont -Tre~iureT~ 

MRS. H. 8. l. GotDSTEIN1 CoTnPtrofl•r. : -·· - - __ . . . -
:ISIDOR COONS, Director ol Fund Roi,lng 

MOS~S A •. lEAV~TT,Jricf~fa_rr 

::ieptember 2, 1945 

Mr. John l'l. Peble, Assistant to Secret~ 
Foreign Funds Control 
TreaeUiy .Uepartment 
Washington, u.c. 

Vear llr. Pehle: 

We would great:cy appreciate your good offices in arranging to have the · 
following cable transmitted tefMr. ::Jaly Meyer in :;t. llall, 8witzerland~ 
Mr. Meyer is the head of the J.9wish Refugee Fund and the committee which 
we aubvention in Switzerland. Mr. Valobra, who is mentioned in the me::i:­
sage, is the Chainnan of the Delegaziorte Assiatanza .l!imigranti, the .italiari 
Committee which has dealt with the refugees in that country and to which 
we made subventions prio,.r~', to our entry illto the war. 

"--'·'.,---~fl\ 
"PLEA:;.E ADVIS~ VALOBRAl"HE UTHORIZ.ED BY JOINT .UISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 
·ro BOii.ROW LOCALLY LIRA l!;QUIVALENT OF ONEHUNDRED'.l'WEN'J.'Y THOUSANDDOLLAllli 
FOR JIBFUGU R.ELIEF NEWS FOR NEXT :;IX MON'l'HS 

LEAVI'f'l' ; 
J:OIUI' DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE" .) 

We are, at the same time, asking the otate JJepartment to send a cable 
through its facilities to Mr. :>azy Mayer with reference to the fate of the 
refugees in· Italian-occupied France, and making the suggestion that these · 
refugees might be evacuated to Ita:cy. I have been advised by'/Mr. 'l'ravers 
of the i:;tate .Uepartment, that our request will receive most sympathetic 
consideration. · 

MAL:BK 

)Serving in lho Armod forco1 of tho Unilod Stolo1 

.· 
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E. P. ADLER. Da.-enporl. Iowa 

SIDNEY J. ALLEN. Detroit 

BERTRAM IA. AUFSESSER. Albany 

CARL J. AUSTRIAN, New Yori 

GEORGE BACKER. Ne.,, York 

•PAUL 8AERWALD. Ne,., Yori 

EDWARD M. BAKER. Cle.-elond 

JqSEPH BASKIN, New Yotl 

•JA°MES H. BECKER. Chicago 

JOSEPH M. BERNE. Cfe.,,elond 

MAURICE BHNON, Cfe.,,elond 

DAVID BERNSTEIN, Ner Yori: 

ISRAEL BERNSTEIN, Portland. Me. 

JOHU L BERNSTEIN, Ne-r Yori. 

IRVIU emMANN, St. Louil 

JACOB BILLIKOPF. Philadelphia 

UE'VTON BISSINGER. Son Francisco 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN. Baltimore 

HERBERJ R. BLOCH. Cincinnati 

L E_ BLOCK. Chicago 

LOUIS J. BORIUSTEIN. lndiottapolis 

fABNER !REGMAU, Ne.- Yorl 

•LOUIS 8ROIDO, Ne• Yori. 

ABE UONFMAN, Mont1eol 

FRED M. !UTZEL. Oet1oit 

EDDIE CAHTOR, l.os Atigefes 

LOUIS CAPLAN. PillJ.burgh 

AVERY CARP. Grcr;ite City. Ill. 

UATHAU CHA.NIU. lie·,,. Yo1>. 

MOHIS R. COHEU, fie• Yoti. 

.ALHEO E. COHrl, lle11 Yori. 

•RALPH f_ COLIU. Ne,, Yotk. 

.AU.OS S. DElfl.ARD, Uitv.eapolis 

•DAVID DUBfUSk:Y, lie., Yotl 

G. A. EHOYMSOU, fo-:J•-o."Y.1p~!is 

LOUIS H. EHR.LICH, Y.o:'lw1 Citf. Uo. 

AIR.AM f_ EUUS. lle11 York 

MORRIS EUGElMAU. lle11 Yori 
MAX EYSTEIU. Chicago 

LEOU FALK. JR., Pillsbu19h 

1.us. MYlOU s. FAU:, JR., lle11 Yotk 

JOSEPH L FIU_K, 8111/o~o 

•tOUIS flUK£LSTElfl;/le11 Yor.t 

•HARRY FISCHEL, /le.,, ·Yotl. 

ARTHUR FLUEGELMAU, lie., Yotl 

PHILLIP fORMAU, Ttenfon 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DAVID E. HARLEM, Denvet 

LEO H. HEIMERDINGER, Philodelphio 

•ADOLPH HELO, New Yori 

tMARCO F. HELLMAN, New Yotk 

SIDNEY l. HEROLD, Sh1eveporl 

WAUER S. HILBORN, Bevetly Hills, Col. 

MRS. WALTER A. HIRSCH, New York 

HARRY A. HOLUU. Los Angeles 

.ABRAHAM HOROWITZ, New Yori 

ALBERT O. HUTZLER. Boftimo1e 

STANLEY M. ISAACS. New Yo1.t 

LESLIE L JACOBS, Oallo1 

MORRIS E. JACOBS, Omoho 

LEO JUNG, New York 

•.ALEXANDER KAHN, New York 

MILTON KAHN, Bosfon 

·e. I. KAUFMANN, Wa1hington 

MILTON W. KING, Wo1hi/i;ton 

JOSEPH J. KLEIN, New '!_o;l; 
•JEROME H. KOHN, Horlfo1d 

ABRAHAM KRASNE, New Yotk 

MILTON KUTZ, Wilrnin9ton 

Al.EXANOER A. LANOESCO, f{ew-Yo1J. 

SIDNEY LANSBURG?i, Boftimore 

ALBERT D. LASKER, New Yo1.l 

•EDWARD LAZANSKY, 8100.llyn 

MORRIS S. LAZAR.ON, Bollimo1e 

•AL PAUL LEFTON/ Philodelphio 

LEO LEHMAN, Pittsburgh 

-RQBERT LEHMAN, New Yotl 

•SAMUEL 0. LEIOESDO~F. New ~~:~ 
EMIL W. LEIPZIGER, NEw 01/eanJ 

M/\X ~e'IUUR. Williomsfo·,1m, Moss • 

•MRS. DAYI~ M. __ L~VY, New Yotk 

o.: .. •1SAAC H. LEVY, Ne11 Yotk 

,· SAM A. lEWJSOHN, New f~1f" 
•ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Philodelphlo 

CHAR.LES J~ LIEBMAN, Ne11 Yori. · 

tHAROLO F, LltmE·R, Ne., York_ 

MAX ltVJUGSTOU, Ne., Ho1en 

CARL M. LOEB, Ne., Yo1.t 

."JOSEPH P. LOEB; tOs "An9efes -

•Hl~H- MANISCHEWITZ, NeJ11 Yo1k 

SAMUEL MARKELL, BoJl0n 

~JAMES MARSHA°ll, N,.11 York 

AUAAUO MAY, Allonlo 

•(;£0.P.GE 2. MEDALIE, Ne~ Yo1k 

JEROME MICHAEL. lie• Yo'k 

MP.OU IA. FR.AW:, Polllond, Ote, 

A. RICHARD f P..AW:'. Chicago 

IAAY. FREEOIAAU, Cfe1•1ond 
IOllAH J. GOLOSTEIH, II.-. Yot1 

•1. EO'PIU GOLOWASSU, """ Yoik _ -, ! . '. . AUAttAM MfllU, Ne•. York 
MOUlOE COLO'JIATU, 111 ., 'foil.'-, l: ,_- _..··\iJEUR~""WOUSKY, Omoha 

•J. J. GOLUB, /I"" Yo14 , ,., ,_« ·_"' · · CHA .~:.w. MORRIS,-Louis.-111• 
fWllllAM VI. GOOOMAU. ~-wJ PAUL, QYJ!Lo1 Angtftl 

D. SAMUEL COllESIAAH. "<P.."'!t't STAtlLEr.c: MYERS. Miami 

• ~~~~e~·~~~·K1~~~·~,1.,, y0,r~:~ e • .J;Aitus fuAd_tu. "'" Yo1A 

·MORRIS w. HAFT. 114111 Yo/~~;_:~.. f[;~';- i':r IED~ARD) •. ::,ro•MAU, '''"" YorA 
SAi.MOU P. HALLE, Cl•i•lond,;;:(~ \ ', ·,,. .... x 09USr~:i10 ... Yo1A. 

~:/ ;,, I ·, 
•11.embfi of &cc~ti•e Con:mittte ~ .r . .# "' 

• .,;''?/;:,~.;c: 

. . 
NAiHAN M. OHRBACH; New York 
HARRIS PERLSHIN, Chicago 

DAVID deSOLA POOL,._NeW Yotk 

JACOB fOTOFSKY, New York 
MEYER L. PRENTIS, De_l1oit __ . 

JOSEPH M, PRdSKAlJER,·N~~~-Yo~k-··· 
BENJAMIN J. RABIN, New Yo1k· 

AARON S. RAUH, St. Louis . 

*A. J. RONGY, New_ Yotk 

---·' 

*JAMES N. ROSENBERG; New.Yotl. 

LESSING J •. ROSENWALD, Philodf!fph_ia 

•WILLIAM ROSENWALD: G(nnwich: Corl11. 
•MORRIS ROTHENBERG, New Yo1k. 

BERNARD SACHS, New York 

BEN SADOWSKI, TotC?nfo 
SIMON SAKOWITZ, Houston 

A. l. SALTZSTEIN, f.fJ!woulee 

E J• SCHANF"RBER, C0tuml?ut 

ULYSm.s. SCHWARTZ,. Chicago 

·WILLIAM H: SCHWARZ$CHILD; 8ichmond 

MURRAY SEASONGOOD-,··Cincinilatl 

EUSTACE SELIGMAN. No> York· 

BER.NA~O- SE/~EL,_ .f!tJ"'_ ·ror~ 
ALFRED SHEMANSKI, Sealllo 

•1: H. ~HERMAN, New ·York 
SAMUEL. SHORE, ~Ne~ YOik 

- WILLl~M · J. SH~Oi:i_ER, <:j~A~innolJ_:. ~ 
MEN01i B. -SILBERBERG:~ i,oi:·A69e/es_ -­

ARCi-,IBALD SIL~E~MAN,."ffovidenco 
M. C. Stoss. San fraf)cisc~.--~--::_ · 

· Aa~HAM· SRHE, ·p!"iioit - -
NATHAN M. STEIN, -Mllwov~ee 

.:. JfS.SE _H. STEINHART~ S~n)r0n~-isc~ .­

-EDGAR.:S. ·sfoN, New Otle~~s 

HENRY ~· stftN, R'a.che~1 - c. 
HORAC_E. SIER}·( PhiloMPMa '. ~k_·: 

P.UGA GRANT STRAUS,~oklyn . 

~R~~ ROGE.R·.w._s~~U~ew _Yo1'S·r:~~~~· 
IL_EWIS L. __ STRA~SS,_ ~~~otA. · ~ -~ :: 
FRA~K L. SULZBER<?ER, Chicogo ~ ~; • 

LEON C. SUNSTEIN, Ph1¥JlpMo ~'JC;:; 

MRON lEITEL8AUM, Nii/:.Yo'k ::< g C 

fMORRIS C. TROPER, New Yotk :z:. 
Jf:ROME I. UDELL, Ne;y0rJ:..: ;·: 

f. FRANK VORENBERG. lJ'blron ' <' 
•tEQ':VARO M. M~-WARBU~-!!~w York r­

MRS:· FELIX M. WARBURG, New York 

•MAX M. WARBL!RGj New York 

EUGENE WARNER. Buf/ofo 

'DAVID~ M. WATCHMAKER;~ Bo1ton 

A;OOLPH WEIL, Montge>mflf 

~"~ FRANK L. WEIL, New Yo'k 

HENRY WIUEM,.N. Defroll 

MOSES WHH::ELSTElt~, Srrocus• 

•J9HAH B. WISE1 Ntw YotA 

DAVID P. WOHL, Sf, l.<>uft 

MORRIS WOLF. PMfodtfphfo 

I S'tr.-in~ In the A!med Forces. of lho Unit~d Stott1 
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In reply please 
refer toi 46690 

\ 

My dear Mr. Aohesons 

1 have your letter of May :u, 19431 (liD')r:trahilmi"bg a 
copy of a letter and meJllOrandwit dated llayQ, 1943, baa NI". -
Harold '!j.ttmann, .i'.llle:rican charge d'Af'fairas at Vatican Cit;y, 
regarding the desire ot Dclugnaione Aesistenza Einir,ranti Ebrt'i 
(Delaeen) to obtain a documentary nuarantee from tho Joint 
Drstribution Cor.:!!littee in the United States stating that such 
Coo:mittee 110uld undertake to mako certain -funds availabie to 
tho Ital.inn organization at euoh tiw.s llfl the exchange restrictions 
of this Government woul<l, permit. -

Thio ie to advise you that this Department has con;,. 
eidered carefully the proposal outlined in the attachments to 
your letter under reference. Similar proposals l'lhich this·_ 
Department hae received have been ooneistently denied einoe 
it is felt that current prohibitions againet financial or 
cOJmDerci-1. arrangements with enemy territory cannot be relaxed. 

'fhis Department expresses the view, therefore, tha_t~ 
it ll'OUl.d be decidedly 1nconeistent llith this Government'• · 
preeent poeition on such Jlllltters to allow the tranBllliesion of a 
document along the proposed lines to enemy territory. -

Sinoerely yours, 

(S1RJea) J. "· t>efi(t: 

J. w. Pehle 
Aaeietant to the Secretary 

Honorable Dean Acheson, 

Aasistant teorotary o! State. 

JA £irchnnlm 6-10-43 
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(Signat11rE1) .. ... (Dato) 
_; .;._~o.':C> ,:_.-)--•·.;,- , __ '-.,..J+-----·.,.L-.. • 
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.<ooRus OFFICIJ.t. COWWUKICATlOHS TO .. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATI!: 
WA.SHIHGT'OH, D. C. 

., 

DEPARTMENT OF ST}JE 
WASHINGTON 

_- - ·- \. ' 'ti 
4669C- \ 

nu~~A~;"i.,~•1i:, j 
'l'O: .'ti&U '* ttih,, 
ANt\ •• ~:. •. ;~"-- . \ 

~~I~~ .~llA.#- -
!ii'If!J.:;.~:J3 ' 

In reply refer to 
SD 

May 31. 1943- . . - _- I ;~F'fi 
J.~11. dated.LP. ••••• T-(, 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

In ~\r. Welles 1 absence I am transmitting here• 
with a copy of a letter and of an accompanyingmeino­
randwn dated May 3, 1943. which have been received- -
from Lir. Harold Tittmann, American Charg6 d'Affaires 
at Vatican City, in Yegard to the desire of a member __ 
of the Delege,~ione Assistenza Eanigranti Ebrei .(!>~lM~mJ 
in Italy to ootain a statement from the ~o~~t Distri~ 
bution Committee in the United States saying that_ it -­
would authorize the payment of post-war rE)funds:to~ 
cover advances made to 11 Del~Sftm'.'-in Italy for the 
relief of Jewi~h refugees t'f!ere._ - -

v 
Inasmuch as a transaction of this nature would- . 

appear to be governed by existing. regulations relating 
to transfers of funds abroad, I should very mucr appre• _ . 
elate receiving whatever comments the TreasuryDepartment 
may wish to make in the matter. · 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ........ 0Ji.."4n,... ,,.--
Aas is tan t Secretary 

Enclosures: 

As stated. 

The Honorable 

Henry J.~organthau, Jr·.·, -

Secretary of the Treasury, 



0 
p AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVIC~ 

y 
Vatioan City, May ), 19.43• 

Dear Mr\ Welles: 

I received a oall today from Avv. L. v. Valobra, 
an Italian citizen who is head of the organization in 
Italy which provides for the maintenance of Jewish 
refugees in Italy (Delegazione Assistenza Emigranti 
Ebrei, otherwise known as "Delsam"). · 

Avv. Valobra informed me that before the outbreak 
of war between Italy ~nd the United States the Joint 
Distribution Committee in the United States had made 
funds available to his organization for the maintenance 
of the refugees, but that sirrce hostilities began he had 
received nothing from this source, Meanwhile, he said, 
the maintenance expenses were beinG borne by the Jewish 
Community in Italy, but owing to the incr·easing number of 
refugees and the progressive impoverishment of the oom­
muni ty, the problem of finding the necessary money was be­
coming acute, 

In order to relieve the situation, he proposes that 
he be furnished, if possible, with some sort of document 
by the Joint Distribution Committee which, he understands, 
is continuing in spite of the war to assign dollar funds 
in the United States to the credit of his organization, · 
stating,that these funds would be available at-some-future 
date when the exchange restrictions of the United States 
have been lifted, Vii th such a document he believes that he 
could borrow Italian lire against the i'unds in question and 
thus solve his problem. I enclose a memorandum of my con­
versation with Avv. Valobra describing the situation in 
more detail. · 

I explained to A:'lv. Valobra that I could promise 
&-;nothing, not even a reply, but that I would endeavor never­
.:)theless to acquaint the Joint Distribution Committee with 
5his proposal. In case the latter should have any oommunh 
:s:cation to make in regard to this matter to Avv. Valobra 
_and if it can be t'orwarded to me', I shall be Blad to en:.. 

deavor to see that it reaches him. 

~nclosure: 
.._... Copy of Memorandum 

or Conversation 

The Honorable 
Sumner Welles, 

Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Harold Tittmann 

Under Secretary of State, 
Department of State, 

V/aohington, D. c. 

\ 
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Enclosure to letter dated May 3, 1943, to Mr. Welles• 

Memorandum of conversation with Avv. L. V. Valobra, , 
Piazza Vittoria No. 4, Genoa, an Italian citizen who 
is head of the Delegazione Assistenza:Emigranti-Ebrei 
( "Delasem"). - -

Avv. Valobra began by saying that, up to the out­
break of war between Italy and, the United States, the 
Joint Distribution Committee in the United States regu­
larly assigned to the "Delasem" monthly sums to be used 
for the relief of Jewishi refugees in Italy. Since hos­
tilities began, however;. the 11Delasem" has received 
nothing from the Joint Distribution Committee and has 
been unable to get into touch with the latter._ However, 
Avv. Valobra received word through Switzerland that the 
Joint Distribution Committee was continuing, in spite of 
the war, to make dollar deposits in the United States .to 
the credit of the 11Delasem11 • Meanwhile, the "Delasem" 
is providing for the maintenance of the refugees with 
funds collected from the Jewish Community in Italy; 

Avv. Valobra gave me the following information: 
Since the last report of his organization to the Joint 
Distribution Committee the number of Jewish Refugees in 
Italy hae increased from about 6,ooo to about 10,000, 
made up as follows: 5,000 Yugoslav; 2,000 Polish; 750 
Czechoslovak; and the remainder other.nationalities, 
German, Austrian, etc. For those refugees in concentra­
tion camps and those interned the Italian Govfi!rhrnent pro­
~vides the :i'ollowing daily subsidies: 8 lire_ per. man, .4 
(:!;'.ire per woman, and 3 lire per child• Since the subsidies 
_a.re entirely inadequate for minimum maintenance, they must 
i'e supplemented with funds from the' "Delasem11

• As to the 
~000 refugees in Italy and the 1,000 at Spalato and 
neighborin~ islands who are free and are therefore not en­
~ tled to government subsidies, the' expense of their mainte-
ritmce is fully borne by the "Delasem". · 

The budget of the "Delasem" fo,r 1942 was 6 ,200 ,ooo 
l'i"re representing contributions from Italian Orthodox 
Jews. These contributions aro~oluntary, since the h~ad 
of the Conwiunity may not impose tuxes for charitable pur­
poaes. There are at preoent about 25,000 Orthodox Jews 
in Italy; in other words one refugee for every 2-l/2 
Italian Jews. It is explained that official statistics 
plaoe the number of Italian Jews at 35,000 but this number 
includes l0,000 converted Jews who, for political reasons, 
find it difi'icul t to contribute. ' 

The Jewish Community in Italy has been impoverished 
by ~he measures of the Italian Government restricting 

the 
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the professional and other gainful activities of the Jews 
in Italy. The position of the Italian Government is 
that, while it agrees to protect the Jewish refugees, the 
Community itself must provide for their maintenance. 

In view of the increasing financial burden which 
the maintenance of the refugees is imposing upon a 
Community which is progressively less able to bear it, 
Avv. Valobra suggests the following: Would it be pos­
sible tor the Joint Distribution committee in the 
United States to provide him with some sort of document 
statinB that the assignment of dollar funds in the 
United States to the credit of the "Delasem11 is contin­
uing and that after the exchange- restrictions or the 
United States Government .now in force owing to the war 
have been lifted, these dollar funds will be made avail­
able to the 11Delasem 11? With such a document Avv. Valo­
bra feels that he might be able to bor,row Italian lire 
against these dollar funds and thus solve a financial. 
proplem that is causing anxiety to his organization in 
its efforts to provide for the maintenanoe:cof tl).e· Jew;. 
ish refueees in Italy. 

Vatican City, May 3, l94J. 

Harold H. Tittruann 


