


o

“War-Refugée Board:
~Treasury Building -
,dashington 25 D G. :

- Dear Jim.

: I -am enclosing a 1etter Just received from M

- together with’ memorandum whic ‘he‘enclosed. .
memo:-whigh- he: romised.;to, give.you’ ‘before.you.
came’ too late., I3feel sure it will be useful

i thhing eryrnew siqpe you lert:
*”ference toda vit ﬂBaruel

S I spent yesterday alds
) to get a-number of:people there off t
This will be of great help inr

Attaohe

iEnclosures'

Letter and memorandum from'ur.,Pié orski.




"OFFICE OF THE.

EUROPEAN DELEGATE .~

“Dry Robert"c ;Dext.er*'
: A't.taché, American Embassy

- 'Lisbon.f;, :

ver it. v

:Dear Dr. Dext.ar,

Enclosed please find X




MEMORANDUN

, To th atte fon
- ofMr.-Mann, - oo

- POLISH AMFRICAN COUNCIL |
. “'(Polieh Var Relier) .
~Operating " under -License No 26 -

" Headquarters: 1200 North Ashland Avenud,. Chicago, 111,

T National Presidents. Dr. “Francis X, Swietlik, Dean of
) ~"-Schodl -of Law; :Marquett University, . - .
el oo w0 o Milwaukee, Wig oo oo o U

*_Representing over 5,000,000 Americans of Polish sncestry
- in carrying out relief for Poland and for Poles wherever. they: . -
arey . - 0 - T . S
S 7. .. . In Europe i R s :
_through the European Delegation of ithis Council; which runs . .
under the pame of . T s oo m o nT T

‘American Polish Relief Council
with Headquarters in =
e LISBON - Poptugal .- ,
_ Office: 54 °Avenida Pedro Alvares Cabral, .
~Varehouse:. 84B°Rua Rodr da Fongeca. - -

‘where 1t was established J 171942, under the supervision
(of a Citizen of the U, S. A, Mr. Florian Piskorski, - -

1« Ace ghments in the pa

~ Since the outbreak of “the war, ‘in:Septenber 3¢ til o -
1942, Hr, Piskorski had: the privilege of: being helpful to.thou-~
sands and thousands of Poles in distress, not only in Poland,
but also in Rumania, Ungary, Yugoslavia, Italy, Switzerland and: .
France, vhich kept him always busy with the many varied problems
which confronted those poor people, ‘

After de downfall of France, lir, Piskorski made several .
Journeys both to that country and to Bwitzerland, where he
visited Internment Camps, Civilian Refugees and Militery In-'
terneee, and also Labor Camps, with a view to helping Poles in.
every possible way to solve-their difficulties, - .

"&—r’é«‘ : . ' w
The Tirst time i, Piskorski visited Spain, in: February
1942, he made a thorough acquaintance with the situation at
the Internment Camp in Mirande del Ebro (Burgos), and as a re-
8ult of the persistent steps he took with the adequate authori-
ties the release of the Polish prisoners there came to a final
conclusion in January 1943, »




»

- every European country with Polish Organizations -and’ pthergr;jhé%ﬂ
- gave strength to his conviction that these institutioe are quite
willing to cooperate in any good cause:on behalf of. the Polish

 years in Portugal:

 Through the many conthcts Mr, Piskorski myde in practi

“people. -He also had to _deal constantly with the Polish:Government.- o

and the Polish Legations in different countries, and he feels quite
pleased to assure that never a ‘visa was:; 'ei,jt;‘séd to: ]

- The following: séi-’yfcgg'iﬁaVe ,bgef}fiéaﬁz"i\’e"dlioﬁt f°i?: over two

: é),;f;;ﬁééﬁlarjassisiéﬁce with £00d parcels forwardedﬁ'o T
“7 " Portugal to Poland. (In.1944 alone 145,560 ‘parcels- ..
~-were:sent). o e R Lo
') - Individual contacts with over 50,000 Polés. in Poland, =
- apsisting them also with information about the lost. -

£ their families, ete

S oL

"d) - Contacts with Polislqrefugees ‘and internees in verious
@) Récording;,gnd,,indeiiﬁgfu'ﬁff't'o‘:i,,the "prebsé'rfbt.i of over 80,000
“Polish families which have -been contacted. R

Spain - ¥hat this Council has in mind for the near future
ig the assistance to be given by this Delegation -
to every Pole coming from France to Spain, by event-
ually ‘establishing a- sub-Delegation in Spgg.gi;so._ as

to be a position to assist each individual dd ectly
over there. - , ) T

‘Europe in General = Still within this very trend of thought,
;c.,he following points are worth consider-
1) The most important thing to do as soon as the hostilities
come to an end is to repatriate to their homes in Po-
%‘and the thousands of refugees scattered thoughout
durope. ' ,

‘man or woman. <}




~

St L of

-war who remain in Camps;

Ty ﬂfﬁAiséf*ass'iﬁéta‘riééihas,‘tq“ué}%givgﬁ?ia'éslish prisoners .

3) Re-yniting fanilies and help re-orgaitse’

“have been unknown

. Finding: out of t.helocationoffanuli

 5) Contacting Buropean familiss or individuals with

‘their . -

6) Welfare service for individual problem cases, "

'7) Distribution of American relief contributed by this =
Council, IR Pt 1S e R e

L One:cahngt;over-emphasize,the(arb'so ute necesgity for the .-
maintenance o6f this most important: work. which has proved:to be. o RSN
far more bénerficial to the Poles than if it had been undertaken N FAL
by some official entity, because one s riking feature sets the. . =~ -« - R
—.-big difference between a Movement like ours and the burocratic. SRR

routine ‘work of an ,éfficj.aljins‘titut.i_on,a’;s_.,_ja“'rule'.'-»;;Thé:l::i{differencg e T N
‘vihich- means:’g;gg’od;t}eal,;to’;p'eopl'e—f,ig;distres:af is that We contact - . e e I
the people, not as a: whole', ,but,;by}individua,ls;.;{We;govi,deep,rinto v ‘
their own lives; vie share their ‘sorrows and their joys as well, .

We share their own lives!

S .z Ve.are certain that this Coumeil 11-take this vital o
matter into full ‘considef'atribn',' and will:‘decide: to either direct~: -
ly or through any other agency resume the assistance to Poles -
during the’ post=var period. e C e

It is impossible at present to ‘determine\‘;:exact]_.y the real
facts, but we certainly all agree that the biggest Problen now
is a Polish problem, and Poles need assistance :

¢ € regardless ‘of
their religious creeds and dgnom@ngtions. : .

By so doing, this Council will have the great joy of cons-
ciously and steadfastly promoténg to a large extent Feace among
Poles right at the very end of the present host.ild{ties.

(AR NN E NN XN
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© “Reetd, 10"
-Becretary of State .
 ashington
" 1494y -Saventeenth; & pom. Lo
£ .: B T T L . —
WRB 39 Reprasentative Amerivan Polish Relier . .
' s1ied Iilo commitbee for inoressed

oxpensss. 'Em}ﬂpraun »a.tifie;l";oitﬁg;l:inylofr@dfig'!“ o

nesds and 'ifrpfd*}bi:ine;ga’s‘u’o Hopol q

will support
inoreass of liﬁ;ﬂuritfc,oﬁnigt;é 'ép)')ﬁé-gjj AERRE

1ET
EDA

Miss Chauncey (for the Ssc'y), Abrahsmson, Akzin, Bernstein, Gehn, .
DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesssr, luxford, Mann,
Mannon, Marks, McCormack, Peshle, Raine, Sargoy, Smith, Standieh,
Stewart, Weinastein, H. D. Wnhite, Files e




