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- TELEPHONE WHITEHALL 4-6652 -

B L D BIRNBAUM\
B T S ) eauMLLSTREErf

itk ol  November 20, 1944 | -

#r. Lawrence Lesser
War Refugee. Board .

Dear My Lesee :

e am extremel; sorry that I have heard nothing from youfin, ;;fi"

. many months, and "I would not bother you’were it not for a:smal

- in “the: newspapers yesterday which interests me greatly and about o

which I would like to have some more 1nformation,

1f possible.

- my son, who 1s 1n the camp at Bergen Belsen, was eighteen

years old at the time of- the invasion of the Netherlands and after my |
arrival in the United States on July 8, 1840 he had a prlority right
for 1mmigration 1nto the Unlted States. The necessary confirmation o
of this foact was cabled by the State Department tothe United States

a visa to my son as soon as hc obtalned a Germun exit permit. An im«

i
|
|
i
[N

passo developed slnce the Germans would not Lssue tho exit permit with- S
out the viaa being first obtalned,
Although he dld not obtain Lho United States visa, he did

‘get a pnssport from the: Haitinn government on or about"Deoember 7, 1941/

with a letter statinn that he was a naturulized Haltian aubject._ As




'r&;'La’&éﬁéé, Lééé‘éif' T ke T 'l:: oave Novem or 20, 1944, -

7tﬂis passport only arrived abouc tae day that war was declare be

Jermany and the United States (and also Haitl), he could not_leave,the”
etherlands. It only nave hlm the advantage that he was sentAto:fhe
exchange cadp at Beraen Belsen."r 7 g o -

: Ky question is this: Since my son is now twentyatwo years

of age, is there anything that the United States qovernment or the «f

Vo Refugee ‘Board can or will do for him?

Should you desire any. further details, I shall, of course,\'.-

be glad to furnish them. Your reply will. be greatly appreciated
With best reaards, I remain

Slncerelyryoure;




 TELEPHONE WHITEHALL 4-6852 -

ur. L&wrence S. Lesaer

Assistant Executive Director

War Refugee Board

U. 8. Treasury Building
. Waahington, ‘Do o

‘Dear Mr, Lesser:

“Many thenke'for yonrfletter of June. 272

BlRNBAUM

- 'ea wALL STREET
 NEWYORK S.R.Y.

‘7f - 44

7 It 1s very gratity-*f

ing to learn from your letter that refugeee 1n neutrdl countriee cen,

and often do, convey to. the repreeentativee er the Boerd attached to

the American mlesione An such countries any pertinent inrormation' hey
may have concerning pereone ine
ion, hovever, thia doee not qnite diepoee of the
letter. of June 19, 1944.

1like Switzerland and Stedeh, ere avare that they

,emy-occupied areegizl

I do not know whether all retugeee, 1n

In"myr uzble optn- f B
metter mentioned in mw

can contect the repre-~’

sentatives of your Board and I am qpt convinced that all of them know or

the Boardt!s exietence.

Furthermore, it 18" probeble and quite natural

that the repreeentntives of your Board are not 1ntereeted 1n individual

cases, I do still believe thet, i1 the people 1n neutral countriee could‘

commnnicate more freely, though of course under etrict ceneorehip, with

Lot e give you a oane. in- poinb.

’relativee or triende in the United States, mnch more could be ‘done vith-g

out sacrifice on anyone'e part. I know:

that for over six months the Peleetine Government has given- immigretion |

certiticatee to relabivee of mine but up to the preeent I amnot in a po-

eltion even to cable to people in Switzerland letting them kncw thie reet

R et rgn [

or the numbers of theee certiflc

NP

e £ 4T TS S e S oy e,

ates, and’ I sm fairly oertein that the




e We awrence 8. i.e;se'fz *

-arrived in Switzerlendff

D BiRNBAUM -

oAre .ff‘ ’fy’ 3, 1944

peoplefin.question.do not know anything about it. I have eerioue j‘* e

vho also eucceeded in getting immigration certiticatee._ I beg you to

reconsider this queetion and to let me kno' vhether it 'ould no, be

possible to make arrangemente 8o that information of thie kind, 1: t.

etrictly censored ‘éould not be transmitted to the people in queetion,
via persons ‘in neutral countries. i : L ‘

It is eleo with great regret thet I eannot egree with the

last paragraph -of your letter. From mw own experience with remittencee°’“f

to Svitzerland -I ean” eay that although permitted undexa
of the Treasury Department, they cennot reach the payees beoauee the‘

Swiss Nationel Bank does’notibuy blocked dollere from people 'ho only

‘eomparatively'ehort time [ p

;‘Thoee people

mist be in a very difficult poeition'einoe the Federel‘Reserve Bank

'chenged the rulee at the end of May a0 thet it ie no. 1onger poeeible tO’r“v

remit free trenee to them. I myeelf have two niecee and the huebend or

one of them in Switzerland who arrived there ebout a yeer 2g0 and 'ho

_are in-no position to work and to whom I was permitted to: eend $150 a

month. Since May of this year they have reoeived nothing and I eam o
reelly very worried eepecielly as one of the girle is praotically blind.

I did eend them a cable on June 7 to vhich T have never reoeived I reply

. eo I must take 1t that the cable was not passed by the ceneor notvith-

etending my request to ‘the Cable Censor to lot me- know, 1if he had any

objectione to 1t. Por your information I am eneloeing Q. oOpy of thie

cable end my 1etter to the ceneor. I renlly do not lmow what to do

he regulatione»h.:




¥ . BIRNBAUM. .- e 7’;? s

o ”m-';‘Lg-r'.faee?s;:zamg; L mesqpr oo July 3, 1944

'about this znatt;er. S ) I L ; S e
1 am aending you this letter by special delivery-beema I ,
'1111 be 1n Washington about 4 00 P.H. on July 4 and v:lll beastaying

at the Carlton Hotel until Wednesday night or 'rhursday morning. I S
would be very glad if you would diacuss those matters tith me' and -
please let me kmow whether you can spare | little timo ror this purpose.

Sincerely yours, R




RLT

IN MAY GOULD_NOT BE MADE IN FRER FRANGS )
END APRIL ma FROHIBITED BY PEDERAL Rsssnvs BANK AND ALL- “
Ra}»!I‘I"I‘MJCSS MUST BX WADE AT OFFIOIAL RATE WHICH MEANS 'rrwrl

- June 7, 1944

- JOHAMNA KONIJN KALKER - ,
CARE FAMILY BIGARD . o

* 13 GUTENBERGSTRASSE

BERN’

EVITZERIAND

NEN YORK AGENGY cnanm stnsss nnmmn mmr uom 1
ammsn T0 YOU- HAY smvm« STOP AM A\YARE m'r nmsx'rmm
asmm smos

8WIss: DANKS RECEIVE BLOOKED bOLLMﬁ .;TOI’ PLEASE QABLE " ‘
GIRCUP!STAHOES You GOULD NO’I OBT\I.’\I PERHIT USE MONEY STQP ‘
AS ‘I HAVE NO SI'IU}R MEAHS MMC[M} REMI’I‘TI NOES 'I’HAN 'I‘HROUGH
BANKERS ‘HERE ON QONDITIONS IAI') DO!'JN BY. PEDERAL RBSERVE

BANK FLEASE GABLE WHETHER X SHALL DISuON'I‘INUE REMI'I‘"‘ANOES

STOP HOPE YOU ALL VWELL BisT RFGARDS 7
DAVID BIRNBAUM

el it Bt

T




NSRRI

" T0 the Cable Censor -

Déér"siir‘ Lo ! : . .
Although I helieve that the attached cable

ia olear, I would vory much appreoiato it, 1f ycu would

lot me know ir thero is any objaotion on your part..

The uddrossee 15 ny niece who with hor hue- o

band - and eister nre, to the best of my know

I know thoy ara not allawed to work'in,Switzerland. Aﬁ

a natter of faot, a rew nonths ago;Ifﬁad several oables o
c0ﬂplaining ahout the smnll anount of fruncs whioh they
receivad, Thia viag better during tbe nonbhs of Haroh

and April because the free francs rate dropped consider-
ably, I an rathcriworried as they have no neans. at all.

, Vbry'truiyryOura,




Jar Refugge Board-:..-
7 7U.S,Treasury -Bullding
- Washington D,C, :




*bear iir: Birnbauas

" Thls will ackmowledge receipt of your letter of Jung -
19,1944, - ' ' ) » L
- ~Refugess in neutral countries oun, and oftem do, convey

to the representatives of the Board attached to the Aweriosn

“'aiesions in such countries any pertinent information they may
~have concerning persecuted persons in enery~oocupied mreas, -

, .- s are adviesd by Appropriste Swiss authorities that it
-ie-their understanding that in all instances in shich the -
‘Lelss Hational Bank has xofused to convert blocked dollars ,
J ange Al e - h N gfRE BURE WG
had saple funds for their aupport in Switserland, had sponsors
who were able and had been prdi@ipatérgthqltiaﬁpp@ﬁ,"nn’j SR
youag and able to work and the Sviss Government desived that '

acospt employsent, or other similsr reasons ‘existed, Fe weuld " ST

appreolate your advising us of the pecifie details of any esse -
in which the agtion of the Swise Natlonal Bank appears to have
besn unreaconable. ST C S

%o have az yet had no word from Lisbon vhich hes any bearing
on your proposed f.rxp. : ‘

' gawrenco B LOBAOE

.. o . . Lawrence S, Lesser
T : Assistant Executive Diveotor

R NS T S s R

) Nr. D. Birabeus o Ny &
63 Wall Strest N
Hew York 5, ¥. Y.

‘LoLesserials 6/27//4




S 'TRE 'SURY DEP'VV’RTMENf

o INYEI OFFICE COMMUNICATION

T TO h{r. Lesser

LU A u. Fox  ' ;  , , &P‘;M&/A’

; Reference is made to your mé'morandmn of June 20 relating to remi't.’cances
to refugees in Sm.tzerland. St l, 7 '
' This natter vas raised. on;J’une 22 With Messrs. Straeesle and Thomann. : RRe ‘
- Mr, Thomann stated that he had riceatly scrutinized an ‘enormous aymber of cages. .
-.0f this nature and had found: tha ‘21l instances in which the Swiss National L

ollars into Swiss francs’ the remittances‘:' T

~ were in favor of persons who hadample funds for their support in Switz_erl‘ari'd,,‘-: g1 :
had sponsors who were able and ! Yo such’ persons;; were -

" -young-end:able to work and: the Swis : esired the benefit of their -
semces, or, ‘other . smilar Teason Accordingly, Mry Thomann expressed the -

“ view that the Swiss National Bank ‘Was not: caprlc:.ously g ing: convérsion..

" He gtated that he would be glad to. ~have you’ advise-him~ the ‘specific’ deta:r_ls / %

of any cases in which the aetion- f:the Swigs: Natlonal - appeared unreasonable
‘and. that, at your request he would }Se glad to ra:l.se such ca
Switzerland, . -

ses by ceble w:.th

Ve e e

: L;U, : Foﬁ:

cc:  Hessrs. Schmidt, Blake, Day, J. G. Jones,JRieherde, Ak, Mesécﬁtz, ' ‘
: Glasser, Fisher, N.Davis.. ' '




10 My, Foi

EXECUnVEOFHCEOFTHEPRBIDENI"
" WAR: REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFHCEV COMMUNICA"ON

fugee ,roblems.

shouli also lii'e tb'call yoﬁf éitérﬁﬂioh”fo i

‘riving'z,ny efugﬁeu “who'are ‘living on tﬁcir»osn,

1 ‘less a:;ar;

2 rccen‘bl_] the Federal Re: serv Ban.’{

#i
:'q,:;
re
have t y
1y
002 = > -7

2 1h mounts 45 the rcfugﬁes in 3
sonzy cannot b pAld outy:ang 3y it
Lo rct;rrnu to this countxy. As a rnsult thc pie fugecs
vz githoul means and the SulES governWQnt #il1 urobably‘
Hnve no other cholce than to put then into-ecanps again,

I 4o nob know ':i;z,/ the Federal Reserve Bank altored ‘the
:ystﬂw of remitting. Yo refugess in uitzerl" d- in the

bsginning of Moy snd T amn fﬁ offerxng ny eriticisim but
T i anlj gaying that, as a résult ofthene alterations,
thuse refugees who nre dé,. ;;xa,zst, upon thess rentttances
nxefow pennilesa and g r"“’cl ﬂbnin‘ Hers too I sn
eortadn, that o owny out ean be féund fo that thero
vefugean w11 not geb ints di00isultisy npadn,

shitor? -

:'n excpl‘yt fru... o 1ébter receive from:

fact ‘that tie rullngs of the Federal Resebve Bahk

.yec,g;l’ i 1t?or1ﬁna, gain into cawps. Az yow ST

S

i




s

‘:cerved»frpm a

ritlng you in
128 ~beecome .move
o'get in -
cowntriern,

b

that! telegr g
1 i3 ssible,:x
s itnholds the “aJorLty of th
ieople n,tFEaa cohn ri:»

o ok
Eae

PR B o Tl

]

Can you give = "nJ liant on thiz matter? . SRR : :



A PO T P

. memoranda “and ‘consultation with" Treasmjy repres ntatives presen,
—'by Censorship with respect to communiqatiorls from Swedish nati

_Cenmor’ on June 14 in order to obtain a c1ar1fication of Cenaorshi

funds :they'relied. upon Treasury

e 1s, 04

i 5 Reference 18 made to’ ‘ny: memorandum of June lO 1944,
ltr. Behuncik's nemorandum- of “Juna 12; 1944 concerning a _conference
on:Juhé. 8 with Cénsorship and State on the above: subject, S

the conference indicated divergent views as to the policy followed.

policj. .

Snedan and from ‘other neutral territories are handled on the 8ame basis
and «that there is no discrinination against financial messageg:a
also cont’imed the' fact thg.‘b' esaages from Sweden which are

agonts nay: be included,
possibility but pointed-out
appeared satisfactory ‘and that if’

Treasury,  So far as requests'for fund: fr,
ship is wﬁ.ling to release. any ‘such’r questa

‘eatablished in any ,one_of &-number :of ways,- (e.g.,zthrough their files;

recognized relief agencies or the use: of- approvad channals such.as Legatio‘n'
and relief agency channolss

renittancs of funds to ostensible refugses who may immediately return to .
Denmark.  Asked wnhy Cenaorship could . not rely upon Jreasury screening.in
this case as well ‘as in the case of Swedish nationals, he. replied that for:
securtly purposes the double screening was desirable, Furthermore,:
stresssd the point that the Swedish national has only:one.channel of can-
munication, namely, the commercial cable whereas the refuges has access. to
the various other channels indicatsd above and which have been establiahad
at coneidemble expenge,

Anobhar quention poaed was the\ovidenca thoy hawe as: to the
extent that undesirable persons are included among refugees; -We stated that
a sufficient number of instanfes havs been uncoversd to Justify the polioy
of caution tomard such measuges, He did not know of any list of undesirable
names the refugee group subaittsd by the Legation, but indicated that a
request for such a list might be conpidered unreasonably burdenaoma.

Lt. Dernie]le confimed the rfact ‘that’ all refugee messages .t‘rom ¥ o

that the refuges 1s a bona fide refugee and in- =~
tends to remain in the country. . They are only concerned with- preventing the -

]
i
i




“An Treasury that discrimination’ against messages from refugses ’as a:class -

“inposes an undue:-hardship upon that ‘class. particularly in view of ‘the: . = . N
possibility that Mazi-agents may- be "included ‘among the Swedish residents’ = . .
vhose messages are treatsd more liberally," :In’response to. this point he .~

reitereated the position outlined above that for security purposes Cable . -

Censorship felt that the messages should be. screened or sgubmitted’ th‘x’-gugh;f:_, R
.approvad-channels, that andus hardship ‘was not imposed upon ‘refugess ag'a " - -

class due to the various channels of comnunication-open to them and that -

~* Swedish nationals baye only one channel of ‘compunication, . The indication™

was that Censorship would not consider the argunent as to diserimingtion .

“against refupgees to be sifficlently weightly to result in.a revision 'bfgthe‘ii':]‘_ :
policy.’ Ha also stressed .the fact that Censorship policy is,applied uniformiy - S
to all'neutrals and that no diserimination is exercised ‘torard communicationd : S

‘fron refugees in Swedan or from Swedish nationals merely becauss they. -

- originate in Sweden, -

CIE hppéai‘éj;hét;"che finoliby,jqffrcensqgshipgit,,gﬁéi‘d;the; Vtyqo' classes T
of mesgages may be sunmarized as followss: ~A message from a Swedish national e

nill be released if the message ‘is unobjectionabls. and r thing unfavorabla
i8 known .about the gender;- A ‘message from'a refuges will: not be relsased -
unless favorable information is-on file, is -available in th intry-
approved channel.of communication has"been used,” Censorshi
digerinination is fustified. for the:

ces Mr, Glasser, Mr, Taylor, Mr, Richa:z;ds', Mr, Bthncik,» Mr. O'Flaherty -

AJFier 6/15/44

It was pointed out to Lt Darnislls that ‘thers was some fesling - .

i
i
'
1
1N

o
i
i

1]
|
i
i
1
o]
L i
i .




Res “Heeting cone erning Censorshz.p s policy of. zqondemni‘xig‘{:]fncoming' :

- Orship's -pol “condemn Incomir ;‘}_Vie‘ ‘:e'sté‘,-:i",::
.- for-Funds sent fro 'SyQQQn,*by—’?ersqns,' -sscaping from:Ene'myfﬁ—'l“e;'ijitpry.}: S

. On June 8, 1944, a meeting was held ‘at ths Sloané. Building conference L

*. the akbove matter. - Present Were ¥essrs. G, V. Baker, Lloyd D, Yates ,-and P, R, Atterbss ry -
- Of the State Department, Uéssrs. K. B, Horrish and C..G. Quinlan‘ of the Office of - . -
Censorship, Lts. H. H. Darneille, and A, E, Shackell of the Office of the Chief Cable
 Censor, Mr. 4, J. Figher.of Monetary Research, and Messrs; Bach, O'Flaherty; Rueffer,
and Behuncik of F,F.C, o : R RIS SR

- == The purpose of ths mesting was to obtain a.clarification of Censorship's "polioy. '~ . . .- <~
_ to stop such communications unless. they have been sponsored by.the State. Department, or = i
- recognized refugee organizations” as stated in .a letter-received from the Office of = .
.Censorship under date of May 5, 1944. This letter was in response to a memorandum of" -
April 3, 1944 outlining for Gensorship our views and policy with respsct to requests’ .7
for remittances sént by, and remittances to, Danish refugees in Sweden and asking for
Censorshipts future policy with respect to this type of message. After. receipt of .
this letter an atteapt was made to~learn from Censorship whether or not this:poliey -
applied to-all types of comminications but no definite word was obtalnable, ‘Hence the . . . .
decision to have representatives of interested agencies mest to discuss the .pooblea.” -

_ Representatives of ‘the Ofice of the Chisf ‘Cable Censor advised ui
policy was-based on-geacurity reasons-and applied to all communications,

tthe o

cial’ or personal; which originated in all neutral count¥ies ‘and that-the policy was,.. ..
therefore, not limited:inits application to financial communications in:which the: i

Treasury has an interest, -They pointed-out. that where the:sscurity aspsct was not in- - - T S
volved, beacause of informtignfavgiflable,,tO*CAexia'orshj,p',’jqr; whers the text of the: = - o ’
megsage was innocuous ete., they-permitted:incoming messages to pass and in thigoc oo
regard also treated personal and ;financial;mesgages5,gceording,,toqumﬁxén"standai‘d,; VYhen 1 .
- any such message was sent by or to recognized ‘refuges organizations or was being trans-

’ mitted via State Dapartment channels, they passed it; relying in such cagesiupon the .
organization sponsoring the message. Thus Censorship’s decision to allow such communi~ -
cations to come in when sponsored by the State Departmert or recognized refuges organi- S .
zations was in fact a concession and an exception to their general policy. The Office .. .. . S b
of the Chief Postal Censor is, of courss, affected by the genergl policy and follows the ’
same principles, though in practice it may permit mors messages to pass since detailed

information is usually.available in the written communication as distinguished from
the cryptic cable measape. ' )

l The State Department representatives were in agreement with thig' procedurs and ST
stated they had no objection to use being made of the Department's facilities for '
. communications of this type.: E O e ) :

types, and_Censorship was in-fact making-some-concessions vith reaspsot to c¢ertain”

. refuges mesgages, Treasury. representatives agreed that no further action need be taken
by us in thin regard. P ,

Sincs no different treatment was being accorded to financial messages than to other

: VE.,;J. Behuncik , [
cos’ Msssrs. Bach, 0'Flaherty, Fisher, Richards, Fax, Alk, Gilbert, Bennett, and
‘Miss HOdel, : |

RJBshuncik tmb 6/12/14,



TELEPHONE WHITEMALL 4-6852.

- 83, WALU'STREET™
NEWYORKS.N.Y.

1Hr. Lawrence S.,Lesser
War Refugee Board -

U, 8. Yreasury. Bldg.e

' ﬂashlngton D. G,

Dear Mr. Lessers

I am wrltlng you today about a dlfferent matter froe that
which we. have dlscussed up to the present.: ihere was published in
yesterday's HeraldyTrlbune (June 18) certain corresnondence between

P .
the becretarv of State, mr. Gordell ﬂull and ur. Alberto uuani Presi-

dent of. the Emergency Adv1sory Conmittee for'Political Defense at
MOnteviaeo. S '

1 should llke to make'some obse*vatlons 1n connectlon w1th

tnls correspondence., Elrst ofialll;lrdo

people in occunled terrltorles who have forelgn passports or other docu~‘

ments which guarantee them rree entry into foreign countrles (the lest
group especially includes those vho ere in posse531on of 1mm1grat10n

certificates for Palestine) is’ certainly far 1n excess or the 2 000 men—

tioned in the erticle. I have: reason to belleve thet those who are in

possession -of a passport for Paraguay elone number mors than 2 OOO and

there are quite a- few with passnortq for other bouth and bontral Amerioan

countries. 1o the best of ny knowledge all peonle possessing foreign

" passports or immigration certiiicates for Palestine have been kept up
to now in specisl camps, oOf course, 1 have no way of knowing how they

are treated.

//’The pefticular reason why'l am writing you in regard to the




p0531ble, to get 1n touch v1th refugees who ar‘”

like Sw1tzerland and. Sweden. No 1etters can be sent to them frﬁ

country although: sone letters do arrlve from the otherrs1de.r Thls 5""

cannot be helped but what nakes “the - D031t10n very much worse 13; hat

telegraph communication is also made almost 1mn0551ble. lt seemsAfhatf’”

in neutral countrles, R

this

the Censor withholds the, maJOrlty “of the cables from and to the peopleﬂ}ﬁ:ff o

in these countrles. As a result, qulte a b1t of information whlch could_
be obtained, about the people in neutral countrles, and through them,i"'
about people iy canips in the occupled terrltorles does not reach 1ts

destination, do not say thls as a crltlclsm ‘of” the Lensor, who proba—:;

bly cannot be too careful but could-not. a way be found so tha, conta

at least with refugees 1n neutral countrle e'establlshed by

cable through the«ﬁar Refugee,ﬁoard? I thlnk that there are several :

viays of doing this which would ellmlnate any rlsk ofi nformatlon fall— )

ing into- enemy hands, and, ire you s0° deslre, I shall be glad to dls-,,
cuss tzkse possibilities with you:, :
’,/{’should also like to call your. attention t9- the fact that
the rulings of the rederal Reserve Bank are drlving many refugees who
are living on their own, especially in Switzerland again into camps.
A8 you are doubtloss avare, recently the rederal Reserve uank has W1th-
drawn all licenses-to send free francs to refu@eea in SWitzerland and
insists that money be remitted at the official" rate of exohanee whioh
geens to mean that ‘the recinients in bwitzerland are credited with
blocked dollars. MHowever, the National Bank of bwitzerland reruses to ‘
buy these blocPed dollars fron refucees who aro living in bwitzerland

unless they have been residing there for: several years, ‘his means




"}IffI,I -

PAe:f

vo Wr. Lavrence S, Lesser

matter of fact it 1s returned to thls country. As a. resultrAthe

refugees are without means and the 5w1ss government will probably‘have

no_other choice than to put them 1nto camps agaln.r 1 do not kncw/why
the Federal Reserve Bank altered the systen ‘of remlttlng to refugees~

in Sw1tzerland in tne beglnnlng of May and I am pot offering any

cr1t101sm but I am only saylng that 88 a result of these alteratlons,:\

thoze refugees who are dependent upon these remlttances are now penni—

less and stranded again, ' Here too I am certaln that a way out can be
found so that these refugees will not eet into difflculties agaln. B,

I do hope that the two p01nts ralsed 1n tris letter w111 :

receive jour attention and that you w111 let me knOW'whether‘you w1sh

:to discuss them at any tlne or place 1ndlcated oy you.-";

As I have not heard from you 51nce eur dlseussion of May 30 e

in your o;flce I conclude that you have not yet heard from the gentle-

man who was sent to Lisbon by the siar Refugee Board.
Hoping to hear from you and with best regarde;kl remain

/ .
Sincerely yours,




Cuay 6104

Hr. Lessar: ’ TR .
Kdams, Dutch Embassy, ca.llod 'boday re Birnbaum.
R lir. Adams stated ‘that Hr.. Bi.mba.um had called at tha Embassy
fabout the sare matter which you asked him (Mr. Adams) about.’ N

He aleo eaid that Mr. Birnbaum's proposal was quite- fantastic, ="
- First, Mr; Birnbaum's proposal to-go to Portugal and write htters B
.“to persons in Holland td" contact him in Lishbon 1s quite wnreal . -

in that the Germans would never permit persons to leave ooeupiod
areas because in all probability those persone would continue "

" : 40 the United States or:-elsewhere. - Second, Birnbaum plans: to have

money put in banks in neutral countries, . The' Germans would never
pernit: that = ,hey -ou'!.d keep it in their own: hands.

Homever, If you want tha pr

{0 the Netherlands Desk;: State Department, asking that a. 1etter
be written to the Dutch Embassy.. presenting the case. .“The Embassy

: 1111 then cable London for: the : : . 2

llr. Adams 48 leavim town today or. I!onday and wi ‘be.: gone
until next. Saturday; May 13, Mr. Davidson;.who was" with Mr..
Adanrs when he vigisted you a f’en ‘days-4go, knows about Mr. - .
Birnbaum's proposal and you can: contact him if° you like '




WAR REFUGEE BOAVRD

INTR-OHCE COMMUMCA‘I!ON

T llr. Péhla -
ROML S.:La'gaef -

- ‘Pavid Birabaum- called t.o see me yeaterday aa a result of ] the o
correspondenca between you. ‘ =
o .

His plan }s to go to Portugal and oontact i‘ron f.here certain«,.\ )
pergons in Holland in an effort to get them to.visit him in Liabon.] S
He believes that notwithstanding the fact that these: people may '~
be free to travel they will be helpful in aiding victims of Nazi =
‘pergecution in the Nethérlands to escape. Mr. Birnbaum stated t.hat SR
tmo of his sons had been apprehended by the Nazis in llnnd, 3
one had been murdered and the other releaged without even the -
necessity of wearing ‘the usual yellow: ar 1 band. He said that he :
believes that the rélaase of the ‘latter-son wasg procured by. the -t
people he hopes to contaot: Incidentally, Mr. Birnbaum has a third .
son who; as you may recall, was injected: 1nbo the Jeidels-Birnbaum .~
unlicenged transactions affair, who is now a lieutemmt’in the R
United States Army.

' The princl.pal people whom Birnbaum wuld contaot are: F; H.
Fentener vafi Vlissingen, Utrecht; 0. Rebholz and E. den Tox, » R &
Amsterdanm; and W, vﬁfdar Vorm, Rotterdam. e ‘ =l

Mr. Birnbwu stated that he was sure that he conld roceiu [
diplomatic pn,ﬂsporb from the Dutch Eambassy. \

Unless you disagree, it is my intention to chock Mr. Birnba.\n . @

and the persons above named with the Dutch Eabassy. Even if we = s
cannct agree to Mr. Birnbaum's trip, it is pou.l.ble that these names N
sy be of sgome use to Dexter. ERTE )







_ TREASURY DEPARTMENT

' INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

‘10 -

FmOM : T, H. Ball

Re * : Devid Birnbaum - e
63 ¥Wall Street ' ' S RN I S
Yew fork, N. Y.

" - David Birnbaum,"a national of ‘the Netherlands, was .. = 7 -

forrerly connected with the Dutch rajon syndicate AKU (Allegemeens -
Kunstzyde.Unie), and also had other textile interests. He first =
~care to the United States in 1937, again in 1939, and entered =~

-on an immigration visa from London in July 1940."

o He appeared in the:lazard Freres case in corinection = .
“with an unlicensed payment of -$100,000" to a third party-for his
account, and thereby gained free access to these “funds when they
should have been blocked as Dutch: £1y; . the facts are ag @ -
follows: - Birnbaum and Otto Jeidels; who-was then'a lazard Freres -
partner, had previously knomcach other in Burops, and Birnbaun -
had funds: on depositwith that firm: in-one-of-the Jeldels ac—""":. - S
counts_since 1939.° As of May 10,1940 the amount was $100,000. . - N T
On July 12, 1940, two days after he. arrived:- in“this country, Birn~" - R S

baum withdrew this reraining balan —a check: payable to:Hubert:

G. Hohe, Hew York, vho deposited the funds in his own name'and
~-then digbursed the entire amount- fo irnbaum's account between .
. July 1940 and September 1941, Hohe a2 Urited States citizen and

hmerican representative for a number of European firms, had no -
other interest in the transaction. - o

. .. ~tlhen questioned:-in December 1941, Birnbaum claimed that -
the funds belonged to his son Fritz, a ‘resident of the United -
‘States since 1939, whom he considered too young ‘and inexperienced e ;
(28) to handle such a large sum and for that reason the morey was o ;

entrusted to.Hohe. However, it appears from the facta that he . :

purposely used Hohe ag a.means to prevent blocking..: A statement ;

: submitted by Birnbaum get forth that igubstantially all of the : f

funds had been used ‘for personal;:business and family expenditures, 1;

v and no action was taken. . . : : !
' “.- Acecording to his TFR-300 report, Birnbaum has substan-

tial means. ‘He reported gross assets of {956,221 a3 of June 14, i '

1941, ari total indebtedness of $379,000. Yo mention was made of - ‘ ‘ !

H
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the £100,000 as of either reporting date. . Other assets,. i Europe,

~ include life insurance endowments with'a raturity value of nearly -
$1,000,000.(£:100,000 in a British company an ‘the remainder with -~
Dutch . companies), y SO e e

Oftpéssible intéreéf as. 't',o't"h_e‘ 'man-'s'.peré‘bﬁné_lr:i,‘t};; is a i

- ‘description by Otto Jeidels.: ¥riting to 2 mitual friend in-Lon~ ' - "

~_don, dJeidels speaks of David! WPeartree! /(Birnbaum anglicized) as
.."a genius, & great adventurer ... compressed into a’truly un-.. . .
--happy neurasthenic Jew, with vices and weaknesses: quantitatively :

balanced by true friendship, :generosity and idealism," .

© s . The information contained herein is taken mainly from
~.-the lazard Freres files; ‘and while ‘there’ may be other miscella~"

. neous material no further search was made at this time.

s+

|1/ ‘Report NY 3-84B.  TFR=500's not checked.

L
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Dewid Birnbatin

o0 an draigration viad Froa To

63 #all Street -
Hew York, H
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podon 10 July 1640
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with an unlicensed payment of $100,000 to & third party for his.

account, and thereby gained free access Lo these funds when they
should have been blocked as Dutch, Briefly, the facts are ag . =
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partner; had previously known each other in Europs, and Birnbaum -
had funds on depogit aith that firm in one of: the Jeidels me
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baum withdrew this reraining belance in a check- payeble to Hubert -

Q. Hohe, low York, nio deposited the funds in his own nawe and -
then disbureed the entire amount for Birpbaun's account between .
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July 1940 and Septevber 1941, tohe, & Uiived States citixen and =

Amarican representative for & . nuaber of European firms, had no
other interest in tha"tranagction. R :

7hen questionsd in Decenber 1941, Birnbaus claimed that
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States gince. 1939, whom he considerad tao young and inexperienced
(28) to handls such a large sum and for that resson the morey was
entrusted to llohe,  However, it asppears from the facts that he
purposely used Hohe #s a mane to prevent blocking. A statement

. submitted by Birnbaun set forth tkat substantielly all of the
funds had besn used for personal, business and family expenditures,

and no sotion wio Laken,

" Acsording to his TPR=300 report, Birnbeun hos substan-
tial weang, He reported gross assete of $956,221 an of June 14,
1941, ami ‘total indebtedness-of $379,000, - He mentien was mede of
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the 100,000 as of elther reporting date. Other assets, in Europs,
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FELERHONE WHITEHALL 46852 . s c'[\"s'L':’Anp_ngsgfopgof@n.gtw )-bm(
o'mRNsAUM'
63 WALLSTREET
NEW YORK 5 N Y

AbrilVS,?i9LZ"

Hr. J. V. Pehle hxecutlve Dlrector
Vlar Refugee Board

Executive Office .of the Pre51dent
Viashington 25, D, C, -

In re:'Ll?
Dear Mr, Pehle:

Thank you for your 1etter of‘Apr11:3 —!:;; ,, o PR

of it I uould very much’annr601ate an opportunlty

of seelnﬂ you shortly. S -

;’

Sineérelv yours




'f_zma" : ORis}IDﬁléiFCR .Mﬁf"‘?soﬁw’:: ; PEHII

:In offerlng my a331stance to t 'Wer Refugee Board I ;f

have “in m1nd esneclally to go to Llsbon Portugal, or if at all

possible, 4o Berne Sw1tzerland.

‘T'an a Dutchman by blrth and llved 1n Holland constantly

for the flrst forty vears of my life ahd after that Derlod, when I

lived in England, I visited Holland nraetlcallv every week ’ I was

engaged in very important buslness in The Netherlands up to the tnme

of the invasion and I an conv1nced that even today quite a: few Gen—

tiles, brominent 1n the economlc life of that country,~would not only

. be glad to contact me- but would really nake every poselble efrort to

reach me, 1f I were in Eurone.

Ad

though one of my sons has been k‘llid:by the Germans 1n a : s e

of Jews or non-Jews MQOSB llves are 1n danger,

pernit me to pay them.rorelgn exchang

e w1th WhlGh they could buy weaponsl f
in Switzerland and/or Sweden whlch would perhans enable them to kill twot:\

members of the Allied forces for each refugee freed.

~.Once in Lisbon, my 1ine of annroach would be to try to con~
tact eome veople (Gentiles) in

Thc Hetherlands and request them Lo do

their utmost to come to Liebon. I certainlv would not ‘discloge the

fg reason for my request ,- but when I

daid geb one or 110re of them in Lisbon,
ST

would -put. the mutter up to- “bherni blﬂht]y, savinp that if they oould 3 :

porsuade the authorities to release o certain nunber of Jewe, provieion

would be made for payment after the. var, I would not obieot to deposit-

ing the required amount somewhere in a neutral countr

Y in‘any form satis.




credited for their behav1or not necessarlly only in a monetary sense

but in the way expressed by Hr. Eden last week 1n the Houseiof Commons

when he said that the Allies w1ll know how: to reward humane»conduot

.as well as punish those who comnit cr1m1nal acts.g,d,

It is my llrm.conv1ct10n that annroaches of thls klnd can'

only be made by c1tlzens of the countries 1n questlon or othere who

have lived there for a long time, and, in all cases only-through per-f

sonal contacts with people st111 re51d1ng 1n the particular countrf and

who have not been polltlcally eYDosed that'ls to say;‘nelther Qulsllngs

nor officially knoun members of - anj underground movement., For t‘ese
reasons I believe that I can only be of any useitorfree people from

The detherlands, whereas for other countrles,,cltlzens of those countries

should be ta{en.

or course I cannot guarantee that I will suoceed but I do
believe that the idea is worth trying. The expenses involved would not
be great and I anm Willln” and prepared to paj them nyself,

I have heard from many quarters that bribery is widespread
nowadays, eepecielly emony the 1ess 1mportant Gorman orfieials, and I am

not without hope that somethiny could be done, as “there must be. quite a

- fewr Gernens who Pnow thab the war is lost for Germany and who would like

to have eomething to live on when the war . ig over.,ii;

7D B
63'Wall Street
New York City




ln nply plcm
‘Fofer tor 41'7

Dur Hr. Mrnbmt

This 1; to wknovlodso receipt ot nu

lottor of March 28, 1944, and thank you for. your

interest 1n the vork of the hr Retugee Bnntd

Tour offer to be of auinance to tho

Board 1s greatly appreciated and I shall be pleased . -
%o recelve your. suggested explanatory memorandum, - -

3N, Pemle
- o kmthb’rl)ireciro'r -

Wall ‘Sfreet,

New York 65, New York,

gAML i b 1 s %




CABLE ADDRESS :'DO?T
k l

i 1-0, hle:t?
)

D: BIRN BAUM
es wALL STREET i
. nsw'goaxe Nfr )

;-March 28 1944

Mr, John W. Pehle, E fyecutlve Director
Viar Refugee Board :
" Wiashington, D, C,.

Dear Mr, Pehle: 7
I doubt whether you still- remember ne; but I met you ’,"n,'f?
twice in 1940 and 1941 at the Treasury Department at meetings held

in regard to a license for the American Bemberg Corpor '1on, which

meetings I attended at the request of the A K, U. in Holland. ;,;

I an addresaunt7 thls 1etter toryou merely to”

there would be a p0331b111ty of see,ng 'ou‘1n your present capaclty
as Executive Director of the War Refugee Board I w1sh to say at

this point that I . anm not seeking assistance from you;b 5 W

to offer you my assistance, it the sane can be used':and -do believe_

that e conversation might be useful.
( If you so desire, I am quite willing to send you ‘a memo-
?A/ randum explaining in whet way I might be able to help in your work.
A

. Hopiny to hear from you, I remein

% , Sinc/rely yours,




