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Thank fxbon/ver;: much for yuour lebtter of
wly Iss.

We have forworded to you additional coples

of tie publications specified in your letter,

end ere glad that you

I do hope you will let me know

%0 come o llew Yorik

ing refuges probvlems, i

inserested.

find them helpful.

s

_indeed to nmeeu you cl.CL t'l‘{ WLt you conceri—
awa 10.1 ve #re mutuelly

vhen you plen
es I snell be very glsd
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MAR 1o 1944
-
) Daar Miss Faqtman: L f . . - - _

There is returned to you herewith the article

vhich you recently 1e£b-with ug and whioh the commcn Gouncil .

for American Unity wlshes o publish.

-The war Refugee Board has no objection to the .

'g,phhlicationﬁqi:thts artiela. o

Very truly yours,
zqigned) 5.V, Pehle
J. W, Pehle

s Tlizabeth . Pdsbman,fi"'"
2266 Cathedral Avenue, .
"Hashingten, D. C. -

"nclosure.

FHslab 3/A5/M




',relief of victime of enemy oppression, and (b) the arrangement of havens o:

’temporary refuge f01 such v1ct1ms“

T /9/44 .
PRESIDENT ROOSEVLLT mSTABLISHI}S REFUGTGL RESOU“ BOARI)
- Sources. Federal Register ’
Congreassional Record:
. Department- of State
- Other. )
A Var Refugee Board, consisting of the Secretary of State,_the
becretury of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, has been establighed ™

by the Preeident's Executive Order #9417 dated January 22, -1944' In the

“fext of the -Order, whlch is published as an gppendix to this Release. the

‘Board . is‘charged ‘with the responsibility for seeing thet all measures within

', the power of the Government to -rescue. victims of enemy oppressa.on who are 1n -

immlnent danger of death are carried out.’ The iunctions of the Board include f‘”

the development of plans for "(a) the rescuse, transportatlon, maintenance andefm

,hands of Nazl Germany" ; ok (It will be recalled that the Senat
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ment announcing that negiéwiations were already underrwayjt

wi goverrments to determine the extent.to which they were WOrkiné;to cooperaxe in

LA

resciing Jews and other victims of Nazi agereseion., Secretaries Hull Morgenthau.

and Stimson also announced that all Uhited Statee dinlomats and coneuler officers

throughou’ the/:::}Q:had been instructed "to do everything p0651ble to effectuate

tris Government's war;refugee policy as announced by the Preeident, bearing in’

mind the urgency of the problem," 4According to an article in the New York Times.

'(January 30, 1944) the Board sald that the diplomatic and consular officers had

also been instructed to cooperate with all public agencies and establiehed nrivate ?33

organizations in the rescue area, and had been requested ta mak% "immediate

refugees would be permitted to enter end where refugeee were refused entry

frontiers, explanations why thev were refused"

The Board is reSponsible to the President and is directed to workxwith,

" the United Nations Relief and Reha‘bilitationr Adninstrotion (UNREA), the Intér

-gouernmentai boﬁﬁittee and other apnropriate 1nternetional organizetions.

appointment of. an Executive Director, which'iS»included in,the Order,;basu:'"

_ already been made. Mr, John W, Pehle has secured leeve of_ebeeuceifrom his'forﬁeerJ

'ri'n'Mi'nﬁeep'oliq ys 3 years of eperand took his law degree at Yale Dniversity.

Hailed as a means of cleering the road for effective actlon the'

many interested American agencies whlch have been nre561nr for immedlate meaeuresr

“fo be taKen by our Governmeﬂt Yo rescue the v1ct1ms of - Nazi oubreselon are eagerly

4

~awalting opportunities to cooperate with the Board That these onportunit

“not be withheld 1s alreudy evlcenced from the fact that the Boa ¢

hae eddresse a’
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ncies, many of whom have alrea taken advantage

gpresentatives of such ii
'of the dprortunigy to present their sugrestions for rescue programs. Onevqrgan;‘
zation, the HIAS, evinced its am-reciation of thé'estaglishment‘of,the Boar&?by
sendings a contfibntion of $£O0,0Q0, to be nlaced at the disposal -of the War Refugee
Board, togéthér with an offer ofAthe services of -its offices,énd personne}{’ The
Treasury Dépérﬁm;ht announced thst the fir§t contribution to the War Refugee Board

7 was a check for $10, frém a Jeuwish refugee énd his wife, living in a small Ohio
town, This money was contributed 5y thi§ elderly couple és a token of their
‘gratitnde for having been "admitted and accépted as equals in this countny"t}

Past Zfforts tb Rescue Victim§ of Nazis in A;iéuocgqpied og:ﬁ;jé Té;xitgxx

The hlotOPy of the v@rlnue attemnts made by interested. priVate oryani-A

zat10n< to Becure: otf1c1al actlon Gn the réscue of the persecuted Deoples Jews

. and others, inside Ax1s-occunied territo“y, has been renorted in earlier Inter—

preter neleases ¥ “MThe dlstreSQing reports, on the basis of information received o
P .

from undereround information, of tlie mass executions-and deportations of Jews = -

give the figures of,tﬁo ﬁo four million deported or"perished The nﬁnbérs of

other Deoples suf‘eriqg the seme fate are unknown but the wholesale massacres . ;

by the Nazie, which tOON place in *oldnd in the summer of 1942, caused the Un1ted

States** and the Furopean members of the United Vatlone to 301ntlv condemn "the N

As tine went on 2n& no immediate plans for rescul ﬁhQSe'unfortunapéé :

were-outlined;bv the Un 1teﬁ WuuLoné; breséhre”bégan to'Be‘butﬂungntthé Preéideﬁ% o

" and Congx e<~, as "ell ‘as upon the generel Dublic to teke declsive stebs 1n'this L

rez:rd. Full—pege advertisements apreared in the gew Yo*k dailies célling for

immediate aid *c rescue the remzinins victims of Wazi opnresclon befo 7(1t wes. too

** UCan FBuropean Refugees Find New Home™ - by Wlnifred N Jadsel published by
- Foreim Polioy nssociation '

VSee Interpreter Rele‘ﬁes Vols XV No 48"
1939, Vol, XVI, No, 32, July 6, 1939; Vol XVIII Wo
No. & March 19, 1943; Vol - xxd T, 71 Ja.n, 10,194




~late,b A petition and apneal by the Rabbis of America for the E&bption'of immediate

and practical measures to scve the Jewish people from complete extermination was

r

oresented to the Séenate by V1ce President Wallace, to whom the vetition was
addressed, with the following appeal*:

" To the Honorable Henry Agard Wallace,
Vice President of the United States:

In the name of God, creator of the universe, blessed be He, -
who voiced in our Holy Torah the command: "Thou shalt not
stand 1dly by the blood of your neighbor, I am the Lord,"

In this hour of-our distress we call upon the Almighty, Lord

of Heaven and earth in the ancient words: ™A voice

on hirh is heard, the voite of our brothers' blood -=

_innocent souls by the tens of thousands, children, in- - - .
) ] ) ) fants, and sueklings--the aged, mep and women, cry out A T
e . . - untoowst M!Save we'i" D A

How can we face -the Lord on the hsllowed day, the Day

of Atonement, knowing thet we have not fulfilled our -

duty? And on the eve of this day most holy to us, we

come broken-hearted to ask/you Mr, Vice President to

hear the crles of our brethren, now in the hards of the .
murderous Nazi. govevrment uh1ch singled out the people - E
“of -Israel ‘as 'its tareset and has decreed their annihila~ . ’
tion and oblivion. The Nazis have poured out their rage .

egainst our people with a horrible ‘eruelty unequaled by '

the savages of ancient days, Millions of Jews have al- . c “F

ready fallen, exterminated with fire and sword; tens of R

thousends have died of starvation and have been victims .

of barbarous and unn&tural executions e e, . ’ B

From everv est abllsbed nationql oreenlzatlon in this country ;interested

Cin the nli“ht of fne suffe*lﬁ? peovles came memorAlls and vetitions to tne off101als

Qtlnlal commlttees renreqeqtlnp dlstlﬁgulshed cha1rmen of all falths and creeds

’ publlqzoffic1als, oenators, Congressmen 1abor and civiculeaders- nll stressed the’
A;ed Tor aid befoferif'Qés‘too laterr Mass meetings ‘were held and many magaaine
and newspaper artlcles‘were nubllshed on this subject Anneals were 1ntroduced in -

both the Senate and theHouse (see page V ) calling for the apn01ntment by -

“the President of = Gommission to deal with @heée}éfobléms. In EngiandY:tob;'

‘attention was being foew ed on the need for rescue In'London,,thngatiohélr

* Congressional Record - October 6, 1943, paze €195,
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Jelve Point

Programme for Immediate Rescue Measures" A Public Opinion Poll, taken in March,
1943, indicated thnt 78% of the Briti§h people wanted its government to help
refugees escape from occupied Europe, Since the creation of Our—War Refugee Boérd,

‘there has been considerable agitation in England for an aprointment of a similar

body there,

What Can Be Done By the War Refuree Board?
The new Acting Execﬁtive Director, Mr. Pehle, in a press interview* explained
th=t oné of the first and most imnortant taaks of the'Board will be to see that

"efuyees are moved out of Kuropean ne.tral_eonntries to make room for others who

might escave from Nazl countries to take their. plqces The nromnt trans‘er of ,7‘51 we

. ———

refugees from those neutral pnuhtries such ‘as Spain; mlght, Mr.'Pehlersaid, maie

those governments be more willing to'give sanctuary to other refugeesrréachiﬁg o
their iand by the underground routes,.or by;hegotiations'witk,the satellite countiies.

It isexpected tﬁet'the chief,helpe§s will be in the underground orgahizatiohs exist~

© Fertw< . . R — E
V An- indication of the speed w1th which the Boaru is working 1s the
: announcement of the arrival in Ankara Turkey, of Ira A Hirschmann %0 take up
his duties as of;;glaliyepgeggntppiyg of the newly ﬁormad_RefugeerBoardﬁi_Underfi;.,
the authority vested by the Treasury in the Wastefugée Board, it was'annoﬁnced{ =

that Mr, Eirschmann will be the first and only United States citizen in Turkey.to .

be allowed to disregard the Trading with the Enemy Act,

* New York Times - Féhrﬁary 5;71944.;—

ing in éll Nazi4dph;nated countries, ¥hile the Board will have only a-small, pr@r;"-;'r

R 2nd will also work through the private internation al agencies. A radio commen ﬁdr'f‘—




" in Germany growing steadily worse, President Rooeevelt proposed an Intergovernmental

,thet c0nferenee there wae organized Ehe lnterpoVernmental Committee'en Refugees Thaz

':to:any,further hope,of rescue{

'(OFRRO), w1th Herbert H, Lehman a8 Director wh11e not designed to give aid only to -
»refugees nevertheleas included phem in thelr program of relief Later Mr Lehman was

. appointed Special Agsistant to thexPresiden%‘and‘some‘df'the”ebtivities ofrtheVOFRQQ; i' h

l and Voluntary Organizations Dealing with Refusee P?Bblems L e -

- - i

There have been but a few governmental organizations set up- since 1933 L

to aid refugees “as @ brief review will show. First there was the High Commission -

~for Refugees (Jewish and other) organized in 1933 by the League of Nations with 3

-Jomes G, McDonald as High Commissioner and Joseph P, Chamberlain a8 the representative

on the Commission for the United States., In 1935 Mr, McDonald resigned, The High R
Commission was reorganized and combined with the Nanson Committee of the League of

Nations,; At the present time SiF Herbert Emerson is High Commissioner.r With conditione,""r

Conference on Refueees which was held at Evien France 1n July 19328, As & result of

o >

organizetion found itself perelvzed by the onsltaught on the war and has been practically—

defunct, until it was recently revived by the Bermuda COnference -whichzwasrheld:

Snring of 1943*, It has now been reorganized and has its offices-in“LOndon7”“Sir~ﬂ ERI

Herbert Emsrson 1s theDirector and Patrick Murphy Malin, an American ‘is” the- Vice

Director. In the United States thé President's Committee on Poliyi\él\gsfuwees was
apvointed in 1940 with George L, Warren as Secretary, for the purpoee of- reecuing some

of the politicel refuyeee of Europe ﬂith our entry into “the war’ there seemed an end

.Transnortetion became practically unavailable with

the exception of a few Portuguese steamers that carried E:S few hundred passengers each o

PRI

month to the safe shores of’the Nestern Hemisnhere

The organizetion of - the Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation Operations?:

* See Interpreter Releaee - Vol XXI Ne,'l;fJapuary;;O;rl
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4 with the Foreign Egomic Administretion. In the Fbﬁ'ﬁ. of 1943 the United

Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administratlen was organized with Herbert H, Lehman

epvointed as Director General A substantial part of the staff of the OFRRO wae taken

over by the UNRRA*,

. In addition to these governmentsl war organizntions, a number of” voluntary

agencles in this field are collaborating with the President's War‘Refugee Board and -

other government organizations in their:olans

A descrivtion of these agencies and

their orosrams together with details regarding the UNRRA will apvear in a forthcoming

Interpreter Relesse,

~

Numbers of Refugess Needinz Rescue _ ’A T JE Y ;.'”

B

. Authoritetive-f&gures are not available as to t

he number of indivuduals now

liv1nﬂ in enemy- and enemy—

ce cupied countrles whose rescue is contemnleted under this

S

who

program,

- No nrovram could be set up at this time to encomnaee all the nersons

would want to escape from t he oppreasive domination of,the N

azis, But arong the in—

dividuals to bve"aided by the President?

s War Boarl are those whe are now in’ hiding

because thev are beins sought by the Nazis for purposes of destruction or denortation,

Reports indicate that there are over 60 ,000 refugees of every netionellty nov in

Swltzerland many of these bqvir

2 escaped from the Nazis in Worthern Italy and from

France,- It ;s E

aid thef more than sixty pereons d'ily manage to -

gg into Switzerland

over the ¥ rnncn berder.

In SWeden there are at least 10 OOO refugees who succeeded in

,eecnnlnr from Uenﬁnrk recentlv.‘

P SR

Refuﬂees in the Balkans Are making every effort to

slin throush into Turney{ A few have~ manoged to ‘escape,

If the cooperation “of theAfzrifu

- ankish government can be secured, many of the hunted and” perseouted in Rumania cand

Bulzaria may be rescued- through Constenza and the Black Sea. A few Greek Jews

succeeded in escaping to Syria where they were interned until they sailled recently

for Palestlne.

Reports have been received that in Holland are thousands in hlding

for whom rescue some ‘plans might be evolved

L

VDeparﬁment of State Bulletin} 0ct0ber,2;,1943‘,Vq,79, Yo, 203"
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objectives of the President's War Refugee Board h#ve the blessing and -

5 -

essurance of cocperation from all the actively interested azencies and
individuale injthisrcountry, who regard this step as one concrete method

of ‘implementing the Atlantic Charter.




In reply plono
refer to: 218

s

Degr Mrs. Davideom:
. Thank you for your lstter of February
23, 1944, The 'litcr.i\i}e refarred o in your

lgtur hu hoen ncoiwd by this ofnco.

R ( v.ry truly yours. e
{8igned) J. W, Pehls -~ .. _ R

J. W, Pehle » , R .
Acting Rrecutive Direstor Dl s TTRT T e

& -

Hrl. Cesilia Ragoveky Daud-on, e !
Common Council for American Unity, - C T
2822 Feurth Avenue,

New York 3, Rew York,

W %Huteh ;‘r’/z-.ze..u e
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“  February 23,1944

Mr. John Y. Pehle, Executive Director
President's War Refugee Board
Treasury Department

Washington, D C

Attention; iiss Hodel

Dear Migg Hodel:

It wes good of you to spare the 'cime to telk:
- with me the’
"very grateml to you for your courtesy.

“other dey- in \1ash1nbton and I an -

In accordance with my promise, there is being
mgiled to you under sepsrate cover literagture
describing some of the activities of our organ-
igation, particulerly the Interpreter Releases
edited by me.

The Relesse on the Fresident's Wer Réi‘ugee
Boerd is in the course of preparation, and as
soon as it is completed I shall .send it to Miss

Elizsbeth Bastmer, who is our Weshington represen—
tative, .and will ask her to tzke it %o you so it

cen be cleared before we igsue it.

.Again w:.th many thanks, and looklng forward to

PILIRG AUTHORYTY

_INTTTAL

-.218
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