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5,066:000 REPORTED
| SLAIN AT OSWIECIN

bl 11 UP1—Dr. Bels Fabidn, presi-

. _ctis‘e}i the Gemmg »tgday of hav-
;|Ing_Kliled 5,000,000- Jews at- the
*|Oswiecim extermination *camp ‘in
-:|Polish Silesia, from ‘which he him-

000000 Jews had be

Ly A dl

AR

Hungarian Liberated by U. S.
Troops- Says Jews Were
Killed Over 10 Months

NEAR I'QBF_*URE'._'Gehn_s;ny, Ap-

dent of the - dissolved Hungarian
Independent Democratic party, ac-

self harrowly escaped:

[The Polish Ministry-of Infor-
mation - reported more than a
year ago that 500,000 Jews had
been gassed and cremated at this
¢amp and the International
Church Movement's ecumenieal
refugee committee, in a subse-
quent report on Oswietim ‘and .
its sister camp of Birkenan, said:
that 1,715,000 Jews had been-
killed at the two places. A
spokesman for the American.
Jewish Committee’s library in-
Nggv York said that it had been.
esfimated that 4,004,000 to 5,-
extermi-
natyd “since the wai| began .in
Burbpe, but.the llbra Y had n
figures to substantiatd -a-report:

L nated. in

that. 5,000,000 had'?een’ exters

=

i|dren, “Yf the captain did net life

gassed too,” he_said.

= R or]
He 1

n- declayed that tha |.
fons had been carried out|:
‘ten months. He sald all{’
Jews more than B0 gar 8

been automatically conttsigped to
the gds charmber and crematorgv,

ers who refused to leave their ¢hi
the laoks of anyone else, he was|:

Many died of overwork, starva-f.
tion and beatings before the gas
chamber could receive them,. Dr.
| Fablan sald, The officer {n charge,
he continued, employéd a dramatic|
flourish of the-hand in ordering
eritire groups. taken “awiy to be
gassed -and .- crémated — withiout!
questioning or-examining them,té
learn whether they were gullty ¢
any wrong. E

The 58-year-old author and poli-
ticfan told his story of the_notor}
ous -camp, since captured by the
Red Army, after his liberation by
American - troops from -another
camp at Ohrdruf, southwest off .
Erfurt. Three others lberated with |
Dr. Fablan corroborated his story|-.
and gaid that-it was a “miracle” .
that he still lived, They said that]
hé- owed his-Mfe to the fact that
the Germans believed him when he
gdid that hé wag only 46-years old.
The other thred are Heinz Méyer,
22, ‘a Hungarien violinist; Desider
Kohlmann, -84, -8 -Slovak, and’ Sam
gxzrgtty, 28, & Greek metical stus

eni

Dr, Fabfan, who sald that he
had once had Iunch with President
Roogevelt, asked. that Representa-
tive 'So1 Bloom, Democrat of: New

at :




CAPTIVES CONFIRM

REICH ATROCITIES|

Prisoners on Western Front
Tell of Mass Mutders in East
—Some Admit Own Guilt

By HAROLD DENNY
By Wireless to Tae Nrw York TIMES.
WITH AMEBRICAN FIRST
ARMY in Germany, Feb. 16—From
the German side now is coming
confirmation of the, stories of Ger-
man atrocities against both civil-
.ians and daptured soldiers so wan-
torily cruel that, withiout such con-

firmation, they might have_been

discounted as propagdndist inven-
tions. ‘
But among the thousands of
prisoners our forces have taken
from the German Armies recently

_Are men who saw these atrocities

and even some who took part in
them. .

One was Corpora}'Blank—_reaI
names cannot be given here—who
wasg born in Rumania of German

“stock, served for-a. while in the
Rumagian Army and then Vv, lun-\ oven.

teered)for a German S8 di

EEB 171945

In= Septembert, 19‘&, tg:;arrm’mi
Blank,was transferred to the camp
of a (3erman Jaeger hmttallan,at
Kissliwtsch: Thig camp used. forced
- Joewish labor. When a lahorer be-
' came unfit he was made to dig his
own grave and then shot. The cor-
poral said that soldjers of that upit
had treated Russian partisans near
Minsk in the following way:

They laid straw around them,
lighted it and burned them to
death. He said SS men consldered
these scenes amusing.

A German . private who was &
member of “the Communist party
before Hitler's rise’to power and
spent long periods in concentra-
tion camps before he was drafted
into the army tells of every kind
of cruelty from death by injections
and floggings, harassments such
'as having heen- drenched in show-
ers and then having been forced to
gtand in the cold,” rémalining - for
hours in painful postures or having
been led into & mess hall to see a
good meal set on tables and then
ordered out_and brought back a
little later to find the'tables over-
turned and the food spilled on the
floor. ) . -

This prisoner appeared rather
stupld “and wholly without imag-
ination and it is difficult to believe
he is lying. -~ - " -

After the war began he was
transferred to Camp Gross Rogen,
near Breslau, where he worked on
a detail that collected the dead and
took the bodies to a ecremating
e. asdfd. that while he

He shgwg no emotion, no senlte of,
guilt #nd seems even proud hat
he does nmot know how many he
killed, they were 8o Numerous.

In 1842 Corporal Blank and
other noncommissioned officers

-marched Jews from Cernauti in

Bessarabia to Tiraspol and Odessa,
‘then held by the Germans. The

“Jews who fell on ‘the way were,

left to die. At Tiraspol and Odessa
Corporal Blank and his men hand-
ed.the Jews over to German traops.
‘He saw the Germans machine gun
300 Jews on a sandhill outside
Odessa on the same spot. where he
learned 15,000 others had - been
‘massacred. i oo

German Who Loved Jew Slain-

A German noncommissioned offi-
cer had fallen in love with a Jewish
girl in a group selected for mas-
sacre. The German asked an SS
officer for this girl’s life. Instead
he wag lined up with this group
of thirty Jews—seven of them wo-
men and. girls and nineteen chil-
dren—and- shot with' them,

This corporal-told how lis com-

‘needpd money, invaded the ljome of
‘a wi ithy Jew, extorted s Jortune
and then killed hin. ‘Hig comrades,
he said, alzo habituailly entered
Jewish homes to rape ‘young girls
.and then robbed and murdered
them.

|worked pn the .ovens ‘twenty to
thirty pérsons, including women
and.- chilgyen, - were brought there
each evening, killed by a poigonous
injection and immediately burned;
Plled in Heap to Die \
While he was at this-same:camp)

8. shipment .ol 2,500 -Russian’ pris-
oners of ‘war arrived:. They- wefe
lined up-in front of their barracks
and 88 men lashed them until. they

guch treatment the Ruasians who
could move were allowed to enter
barracks, .Those who could not
were_piled in one heap whéther
they were living or dead.. This
prisoner estimeated 1,000 Russians
were kKilled in this manner duting
the first three days. -
_One .-camp official, he said,
would -go through the prisoners’
quarters each evening, inspecting
the teeth of new arrivais. Those
who had gold fillings were ordered
to his office, killed by an injec-
tion and burned. -
A Czech, who first had been ar-
rested- by the Gestapo when the
Germans invaded his. country, was
lock}d up in a concentration camp
(and {finally drafted into_a penal

_radd} in Cernauti, Who, WHeri-théy|comglany- in the -German ~Army,
fromiwhich he recently was takenj.

prisoner by our troops, -told of iff*]
credible cruelties in Camp Sach-
senhausen, in the vicinity of Berlin.
‘This seems to have been an ex-|

Yratiofeamp:

Besides all the routliie methods|th

ér throug [
year and their prop

~wunning an elesizical ma-

hanging by-the feet uittil the vie-
tim died of & heart attack—were
same 80 hideojia_that’ they cannot;
‘be indicated, and.could have been
conceived only by obscenely per-
verted minds. - .

At this camp an 88 block leader
wotld make the rounds each morn-

(Thgy ‘Were hearded {nto a’

torturing and killing—chaining,|bedp. tonfiscated, atreet.by:s
%Ee?ﬂﬂgﬂ an ele q
chine up and down-the, spine andlan ghot systematically in

groups. N

Onk day when this prisoner’
supervising the “salvaging” of,
Jews' helongings In the ghétto he.
lieard shooting in“the courtyard:of

A building near-hy, e
.. He walked . over ii » curiosity:
ind looked through a ¢ Into the

ing. He would ask the oldest pris-
oner, “How many dead this morn-
ing?”" “Oné” the prisoner would
yeply. “What! Only -one?” the
block leader would exclaim. Then

vard. . .. e T
Victims Silent Under Fire:

. A group of thirty of forty:Jews, -

en, . women:and children, -were:

he would have a man, usually a
sickly elderly one, tied to a pole.
The muzzle of a fire hose wag then
pressed against his heart and the
-watér turned on full. The vietim
hit the floor dead. -
" “The Russians, including efvili

A= arrivieg:

of all gges, bhegan

of them,isaid the prisoner, Xwere
thrown aljve {nto burning fur

SachsenMpusden in 1941, Thoujénds

cesd,

ined up In front of a large grave;

hat our-little German official be- .

eved had-been dug by thosé Jews,

emgelver. -The. victims: were: not:

ed gnd:wére very quiet: Even-the!
did 1 3

The Germa; rat
ene fled . immediately, -
aving asked. aAny questiong,

four of which had been esp

Uy ik
built to take care ‘of them. AThlsH

prisoner estimaied 26,000 Russians ]~
had -been murdered. in the course

of his stay - at Sachsenhausen.
Twenty-threé hundred young per-f§f. - -
sons between the ages of 14 and 16§ = -

-were tired.” -~ -After fhireg days offga

injectidpy

The prisoneér who told of 'this un-
derstootd some sort of- y
periments were bl

ad naudeam. .

and wh
perhaps the mu I
He is a typical *little man,” s
believes that -thé "party decisions

he. He is a 40-yedr-old father of:a

fWhent he was drafted:into a-Velks-|

a-bad little fellow at heart—just|
an ordinary obscure German who

gon he illustrates- how the Ger-
mang’ desire to be bossed can lead

blood:"- . -
officer—had :never. committed any!|
atrocitjes:.

; . ~betwegn " 15
16,000 Jewish civilians::had been

termination as well as a concen-

T S )

o

killed in. the- four. months from

were starved to death. Thousands{’ ¢
of Jewish children “webe Killed by -
s of poison, *Other, pris-

{entific ex-] -

d 'so” thése ‘atotie Vcoui(i‘ run}-

withgsses found in)-

convinceg-Nazi party meniber who! -
are above questioning .by such asf.

family and was-a minor govern-| -
mental functionary - until recently] -
does ‘what he-ig told. For this rea-{’

them to become killers in cold|

-This man—a noncommissioned

| grenadier unit. He i& evidently notl ™~ -

U
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The Camp of Slow Death

From “Figaro,” Paris, Jan. 10, 1945

JAN 20 1945

By Francois Mauriac

1t is useful for us to bear in
mind what sort of people these are,
who have not yet given up the hope
of regaining Strasbourg. We tend
to forget too much. We react less
and less to horrors which are a
thousand times retold. with which
our imagination Is saturated.

But here s a witness. Jean
Jacques Bernard. who never ralses
his voice, who simply tells what ie
‘has seen and has suffered--events
which occuired quite close to ‘us.
at the Royallleu Camp at Com-

"pnegne a camp without forced
mbor without - torture chamber,
‘without poison gas, witheut a
\crematory; a camp Hirmless in ap-
.pearance, a rest camp, if one may
say 50.

¢ executloner dld not show

#§lf. He directed everything
frof ! Paris. His directlves were
simble. He lef his victims alone:
it was merely a matter of allowing
them to die, little by little, of
hunger. They received scarcely
anything to eat: soup, a little mar-
garine, No packages from outside
were permltte¢

. .

Jean Jacques Bernard 5hows us
how. at Royallieu, young minds
burst into activity, wavered and
finally died. There was a period of
brilliant conversations and lectures.
But little by lttle the memory of
the lectuter failed; the verses of
~Booz Endormi” which "he had
known since childhood, escaped -him.
[“Booz Endormi” by Victor Hugo,
deals with the Biblical Boaz, “the

husband of Ruth.—Ed.] The en-}

thusiastic, fervent- auditors grew

drowsy. They dozed off from weak- )'

ness: this was already the sleep
of _death. Soon there were only
fleshless bodies, crushed by physi-
cal misery of which one dares not.
speak, defenseless against vermin.
covered with wounds which did not
heal.

These French Tews almost all men
of distinction, are lawyers, doctegs,
men of letters. Many of them arg/én
honog to their country, They E-
mit! no crime but to belong e
Jew! race. The Nazis slay them,
and jt the same time consider them

thdn. They find it interesting to
asddnble, In a sealed test tybe,
ochmen who are passionately
Prench and Jews without a country.
The latter are almost all Zionists
and believe that Israel still exists as
a nation. Will they be able to con-
vincé their French brothers and de-
tach them from the land in which
they have taken root?
- T . . -« .
The experimé’m' was. conciusive,
Unwittingly, Jean Jacques Bernard's
book seems to me to present the Jew-
ish problem as it should be presented.
In reality the problem only exists for
the emigrants without a country.
The Frenchmen, -of whom Jean
Jacques Bernard is one of the noblest
examples, do not react as Jews. In
their eyes there exists no Jewish na-
tion and—It seems in most cases—
no Jewish God. When they are not
freethinkérs of the radical or Bo-
ciglist type, after the fashion of our]
own country, they yield to the Chris-
tian “influencd and the Gospel in-
splres them: they are “Christians
without knowing it and without wil-
ling it," says Jean Jacques Bernard,
and Charity reigns in‘the Camp of
Slow Death. Jean Jacques Bernard
is the least grandilogquent of all the
authors I know. ¥et even he, in
thinking of those starving-men.who
shared with ‘the others tha litfle
which they received in  secret. to
stave off death, cannot repress this
2rv:. “Qh, human_ hedrt!”

\

¢ knew of thelr suffering]- How
any times did I hear, durij: that

Hrocious winter: “Jean Jicques
srnard, at this moment, Is wtarv-
to death at Compléghé!” What

gulrth pigs and try experiments on .-

]

une

were powerless—or else we waldd
have had to sell ourselves, [ to
promise collaboration. One d: 1
remember I was having Jlunch
chez Drouant with a fugilive from
Compiégne who, twodays before, had
shared a room with Jean Jacques
Bernard. We did not dare question
him. He did not 'want to speak of
what he had undergone. But I re-
member how he looked at the meal
on the table—avidity controlled by
good manners. . .
. L] .

The testimony of this book Is all

the more terrible because it is given
in tie-spirit of moderation. The-
author is full of scruples and it

anxious to be-falr to his tormentors. ~

It. is, rbove all, the testimony of s
Frenchman who wishes to be noth-
ing but a Frenohman. How easily
he convinces- us—he and his com:
panions whose love for Prance dif-
fers from ours only because it haa
an even better reason for existing.
They have perhaps a clearer knowl-
edge that we have of what they owt
lto France; they expect of her whal
shy incarnates for the other napions
would like “The Camp of }3low
.Déxth to be read, and medfated
yppn. by all Frenchmen wmre
beginning to say once more, '
certain inflection, “The Jews.”




- pleted a study of records captured

. at Struthof, Alsace;. Accordingly
* facts and. figures that were not

-another camp when the Germans

- Gestapo personnel - eighteen Ger-

NAZIS' CAMP DATA—3e2

ARE TS KILLINGS

Witnesses Tell of the Gassing{
of 80 Screaming Women
at Prison in Alsace

By MILTON BRACKER

By Wireless to TRE NEw Yori TIMES.
ROME, Dec. 31-—The documents;
gection of the United States Sev-
enth Army in France has com-

at the German concentration camp

avallable at the time this- corre-
spondent visited the. camp early
this month are now &t hand and
they provide confirmation neces-
sary to the conclugions of a wit-i-
ness who toured the grounds and
buildings and worked the crema-
torium trays with his own hands.

There would seem to-be every
official backing to the character-
ization of the camp as the Lublin
of Alsace. Between April, 1941,}
and-; November, 1844, ‘between
50,040 and 60,000 men and women |
werg herded behind electric fences,
At pleast 15,000 were killed, of
wh most ended in the crema-
torium.

On Oct. 31 18,486 inmates were
listed. -There is no way of telling
how many ~were evacuated to

fled and- how many were fed to
the final fire in the -body-shaped
oven. -But-a breakdown is most
interesting. o

There were 11,867  “Aryans_i
protective custody,” 8,720 Jews,
1,988 non-German civilian workers
from occupied countries, 342 pro-

Blye New York Times.

JAN 71 1045

marked ‘‘death from natural caus-

™It listed 126 names for Aul
ust, 1944, fitty-six for the first five
days of September and seventy-
five and sixty-three respectively on
two other geparate September en-
tries.

The German custodians of the
camp, who were well protected
from the stains and accidents of
their work by an ample array of}
washbasins and fire extinguishers, !
officially labeled the chamber with |j
the gas outlet as “fumigation.”’
That is hard to dispute under any,

retation of the use of the!

“chamber, but if the Seventh Army's;

three witnesses are to be believed.
here is the .worst single example
of how it was employed: :

At 9:30 on the night of Aug. 10,
1843, the sereams. of -eightyswom-
en, ihcluding sixteen-year-old girls,
terrified all within hearing of the;
“fumigation unit.” - The- witnesses
said two German specialists had
come to witness this mass killing
as a test of new gases and the
bodies were -examined ‘to chart
their effects. .

Even for one who saw the gas-
producing mechanism—whether or
not it was lethal—and hooks at &
height where a man-hung by the;
wrists would barely _touch the
floor, and one dissecting table and,
above all, the fully-equipped cre-;
matorium and urn room, it remains:
hard to accept such stories. But
that is perhaps the most incredi-
ble horror of this aspect of Hitler-
ism, outrages too great to be be-
lieved even in the face of physical
evidence,

The documents in Allied hands
include seyeral names and home
addresses of Elite Guard officers

whose - roles in~the charnel. house: ~ -
of the Saint Die.Valley will surely .
déom' them if they dre ever caught. .

. Géi{na s Now Bqlvq.llif()amp

MEWHERE IN THE VOSGES
MOUNTAINS, Dec. 31 (Reuter)—
High in the ice-encrusted Vosges

" B " rgeral® Mountains, the Germans had what
fessional criminals,- 211 “disgent- is describe’daas one of theif most -

ers,” 207 prisoners of war, Seventy-
four vagrants, twenty-eight former

notorious  concentration camps,
holding thousands of French men,

d women behind electrified
man Army personnel held for mil- |22 men
itary offenses, thirteen homogex-|P&rbed wire patrolled by German

uals, seven clergymen,six Spanish

guards. - Today the -tables are

Republicans and five Bible stu-|turied. ’

dents,

The figures were accompaniedilans and a number of Nazi party .

More than 2,000 German civn-

by the testimony of two men_gnd/members are behind the wire, an

one woman and of.two prisohers

evacuation, They agreed "that no
Americans or Britons were among;
the ‘prisoners of war, but believed;
there were Russians, Poles and
Czjchs. - S

guards are Frenchmen. Tl‘Le
ce

- who escaped during the German French consider 'it” poetic justi

hther records show that ‘one to, -

twelve persons were killed -évery!

night for “attempting to_escape’
despite the forbidding obsfmileE ™
the electric fence. One list was

t _German internees should be
held In the camp where they s
many French and Belgians we
beaten and tortured and th
bodies burned in the crematoriu
The Germans were rounded u|
from Strashourg and other towns
and villages fn Alsace-Lorraine be-
fore they had had time to flee into
Germany, and were taken in;trucks
under guard along shaky mountain
roads to a camp of squat wooden
huts encircled by a high, barbed-

wire fence, near the crest of one
f the highest mountain ranges.
One of the internees, a 23-yedi-

that her mother, now dead, was,
Englishwoman who had lived fh.
Oxford before marrying.a German

Members of the Nazi party. weré

uniforms that had been worn by
the previous- Allied oecupants, ‘and
were engaged ‘in &weeping the
rgads. Other internees were wyorks
g on wood cutting, cleaniifg v

nd preparing food in the kit en'sj
A French major sald the fhter
nees’ food rations were moredtha

Parisiang-were getting. . KL

=

old girl working as a clerk, said’

and leaving for Germany. - i

wearing’ blue And white striped.




DEC 2 3 1944
20,000 Jews In Labor_
Camp Slain By Nazis

London, Dec, 22 (#£)—The Polish
Government-in-exile said today the
Germans had massacred 20,000
Jews in a forced labor camp at
Plaszow near Cracow,

A spokesman quoted a report
from underground channels which
said the Germans also liquidated
Jewish forced labor camps at
Skarsysk, Starachowice, Pipnki and)

STrowIeT=

».
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The Vashington Post
DEC 23 1944
Fales Say Néis |
STew 20,000 J&ws_

"London, Dec. 22 (P).—-The Polish
govemment—in-exl_le said today the
Girmans had massacred 20,000

Jews in a forced-labor camp at

Plaszow near Gracow:

said the Germans -also lquidated !
Jewish forced-labor camps at Skar-i
Rionkl and:

sY! starachowice,
052p0w1€g°. *




Jcrowd lining. the streets
h

NEW 1$;k DAI

Lesson of Lublin Tial: German N

LastT0ZeFk five Nazi war crim-
inals were tried and executed in
Poland. We asked Ralph Parker,
our Moscow correspondent, to
send us highlights of the trial and
to tell us something of the legal
procedure adopted. His story
follows.

By RaLpH PARKER

Staff Correspondent
(Copyright, 1944, by Field Publications)

MOSCOW, Dec. 14.—At

)’ ’ 9 o'clock in the morning
# on Monday, Nov, 27, six
Nazis who had  helped
murder a_ million and half people at
the Maidanek annihilation camp,
were led to trial through the snow-
decked streets of Lublin, liberated
Poland’s capital. Some of the large
tried to
the pris-

(

rush the guards dnd lyn:
oners. ‘The . es-
cort fired in the }
air - warningly.
However, sever-
al of the prison-
ers weré beaten
up and reached
the -court with
bloody heads.

In' contrast s
with the street §
action, “there
was dead silence
from. the 2000
people waiting in the court.

Only.the Beginning

It was not the function of the
cowrt to establish the responsibility
for the” Maidanek massacres. That

Parker

- already” had been done by the

Polish-Soviet- Extraordinary _Com-
mission, and the principal guilt was

squarely laid on Himmler-who;, -on )

the evidence of Lt. Gen. Hilmar
Moser, former.commandant of the
city of Lublin, visited the camp in
the Summer of 1943.

The Lublin court confined its at-

i tentipn to the six German under-

lings; whose trial and punishment

‘Jare gnly: a small part- of .the pro-

ceedings that will take place when
the others accused of participation
in the- Maidanek massicres- are
caught. - o

and accepted Sawitski’s thesis?

i«

—

The court’s fsteaations were.to
confirm the prisoners’ right of coun-
sel and to reaffirm its.competerice,
The question was raised whetheér
the accused could properly claim,
as .prisoners of war, that a non-
military special court was incom-

etent to try them. Vice-ptosecutor
gnwi:ski defended the court’s com-
petence, with the argument that
the prisoners’ convention was mnot
created to defend those who only.

| wore a military*uniform for camou-

flaging criminal activities.

These prisoners, he contested,
were executioners, .disguised as sol-
diers and, thus, not combatants in
the sense of the prisoners” conven-
tion. The -court. conferred shortly

In practically all respects thé i
formation disclosed by the pris-

_|oners ‘under examination tallied
with that which they gave me when-

I interiogated ‘them™ personally in
their own language three- months
ago. c. .
Herman Vogel, 42-yéar-old’-SS

(Elite  Guard) company leader|.

from Muelheim in Westphalia, tall,
gaunt and gray-haired;- admitted
that he knew children were mur-
dered at Maidanek and that he
worked at dispatching their clothes
to Germany. o
Adolf Terners, a 52-year-old vet-
eran officer of the Kaiser's Army,
since 1934 a Nazi, since last year a
member of the SS, a gruff-voiced,
burly, red-faced man, admitted that
in his position-as camp_bookkeeper

he had.to organize ia” system_ for |
'the sorting. of the victitis”- clothes

and their. dispatch to Germany.
Hans Stalp, a lean; small-headed
man of-a-peculisily-repulsive, - de=
generats - type, -described his last
profession I peace-time Germany
as black-marketing meat of cattle
he slaughtered secretly, He stated
he served fivé“years in a German
prison for this offense and was sent
straight” from jail to a--responsible
post in the SS -administration at
Maidanek. o i
The 41-year old Theodore

Schoellen. of Kelder in the Rhine-

4 personally. A witriess descriliéd hi

o,

O :
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land, a Nazi Party membet_ since
1987 when he volunteered: fo
S8,. was employed at..Maidanek
since June, 1942, in charge of g

team of 19° SS-men. . R
This father of five, who regulatly

sent home birthday ;ireeh'ngs cards, | -
c

to which he attached sprigs of
heather picked in Maidanek, and
who wrote to his wife that he.had
“a cushy job,” had not, as the ex-:
amination revealed, taken .the
trouble to ask” himself during the
two years of his employ at Lublin,
who “bore the ultimate - responéi-.
bility for the Maidanek camp.

Pohlman, a criminal recidiv;

ity

punished eight times: heforé “the| -

war, was stated - by~witnesses “to:

‘have.killed—t.-| east--2000: vietims |-

Pohlman " and- Stalp : raped: womie
in the presence of relatives:: Pohl.
man  was- . déseribed. by . wifness
Stanislawski; 2 sarvivor of - the
camp, as inseparable -from.ashort|
iron-tipped truncheon. RS

- o Ordered Gas

“Of all the- execixﬁoners, Pdl;l-'
man was the worst; rushing: into
the barracks ‘and beating down

prisoners assembled to march out,”{ .

winski, . o o
During the two-day interruption
in-the trial, Pohlman" hanged him:
self in his cell. ’ e
Against- the sixth’ prisoner, Qéj-
stenmeier, it was alleged by wit-

stated  witnesses Krupski - and. Si-)

nesses who convinced..the " court|
that-at: the-time.whenhis’ supplies| .

of ¢yelonepoison gas - amounited

to 400 ‘tins-(the contents offeach| -

tiri*. adequateto- “poison - 100: -

per:
soms), he “wrote ‘tv- ‘Berlin head?|- -

quarters for additional -stocks.: -

An interesting feature- of -the
third day’s. proceedings is- the evi-
dence given by the secrefary: of the'
Investigating ~Commissign,~ -Sobo-
lewski, formerly- - of "t

and precious stones takes |
victims ‘were déposited it

the Ger={
man State Bank-and that from the

= Athéns|
Academy, who stated th _tfall gold

vast depot where the clothes. and
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other personal belongings “were ’ '
sorted, consignments were sent to | . - i C
Yy German towns, oriardmha' ms | R .
| and private persons, each dispatch | . . R, B
] bill being signed personally by Ges- ’ . ’ .
tapo Police General Globeznik. ,
' . This statement I am able to |
i : - -vouch for personally after. inspect--|
- in% the documents at Lublin. . :
n the Lublin depot aié filed
many applications from German
hospitals, children’s homes, sani- |
taria. There was a big demand for |
perambulators. |
Tens of thousands of Poles heard : -
the concluding phases of the trial :
-broadcast throughout the  land.
Warsaw heard it across the Vistula,
On Saturday, Dec. 2, the five B
surviving prisoners were sentenced
to death by hanging. :
: Last Sunday, in the Maidanek |
. ; camp near the tall chimney of the |
L - . | crematory, where. béfore -lorig a,.
' huge cross will stand, five crirhinals
.:were hanged “in the plesence.of | ;.
: 20,000 peaple. The snow had fallen !

T " 1to soften the sceme somewhat,
clodking ‘the terrible fields of blue

. cabbage of which 50 -acres have
- N o ’ -  been fertilized .by human ash. M .
. ’ “What,™ 1 asKed some “of .my * T O
Polish friends who had - suffered ’ T
degradation and torture at German
hands, “what to you was the lesson .
of the trial?” ’ . o =
The answers they gave came to .
this: . X
4 That these criminals who have
been hanged, .were after all but
small. fry and that, though they
fully deserved their fate, .a graver
guilt lay higher in Germany.

That so intimately entangled
with the whole of Germany was .
Maidanek and other annihilation
camps, that the whole German peo- |
ple must. be considered to bear the.-
Jresponsibility “and should” feel the.

punishment. ~ s
4 That 6nly a merciless peage; by
hich the German people sfpuld
‘made to” suffér lard -and lpng,
puld- purge that vile natiof} of
it§ wickedness and restore toSthe :
R - German people their lost con-...

' R science. =-- - . e o
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ran [ Escapes Nazi Death (
] Leaves Tremblinka Story as : o

Answer to ‘Soft-Peace’ Advocates

This is the last of a series of three eyewitness articles on
Tremblinka, Nazi murder camp in Poland. PM publishes the
story because we believe that it is important that the peyle
never forget the kind of enemy we are fighting and the kind of
enemy against which the peace must protect, not only our own
people, but the people of Europe.

The author, Yankel (Yiddish diminutive for Jacob) Vierneck,
here brings the story up to the day of his escape from the camp.
It ends abruptly—obviously unfinished. Most probably Vier-
neck did not have. time to ﬁinish it before he was tracked down
by the Germans to his hiding place in Warsaw and killed-some-

_ time last Spring.

The photostats of the original., manuscript - which “¥sas’.
.- smuggled out of Poland-and sent to the Jétish Labor Commit-
tee, 175 East Broadway, New York City, vouch for. the authen-
ticity of this latest report of German schrecklichkeit. f

In view of conditions, we knew |

that_the inmatés of Camp No. 1
would revolt, but, siiice we were
unable to help them, we completed
our own preparations and remained
continually on the alert waiting for
orders. = . L

In the meantime “life” ran its!
“normal” .course, Macabre notions
were never, lacking. The German
arrison suddenly felt- the urge for
iversion and amusement since
they had no other worries, Accord-
ingly, they- organized compulsory
theatrical “performances, concerts,
dancing, etc.

Dance of Death

The “artists” were recruited from ™

among the inmates, who -were re-
lieved from work for several hours
to participate in reheatsals. The-
“performances” took place on Sun-*
dI;ys and were compulsory. The
audiences consisted of Germans and
Ukrainians. . -
Women were forced to sing in

_ ohoirs, while the. orchestra consist--|

ed of three musicians, who were
compelled to play daily at roll call,
after the torturés. When marchi_ng‘
to work, the inmates wére force:
to sing Jewish songs. New costumes
were prepared for the intended per-
formance: which, however, did not
come off because of our coup and
escape. . . i
T}le frightful stench and the heat
radiating from the furnaces were
maddening. The Germans, there-
fore, decided that we were to work
m 4 a.m.-till noen at“which-time
tlley herded us into the as 12 where
the barracks” stood. We ajrain be-
cijme desperate with fear l&t it be-
come impossible for us to'get out.
- But, we managed to find a way.

- or - individual- Jews. Our .

-thi

_ [ We convinced the German§ tha
it} would be better if the cffrpse

re cremated as soon as sibl
and that there were volunteer
among us who, for additional brea
rations, would gladly gvork over

time. The Germans agrebd. We ‘ar|
ranged two shifts, from noon
3 pm. and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. We
selected the proper men and wait-
ed from day to day for the signal.

New Martyrs Arrive ,

Beyond the area of our barrack
there was a well that furnished the
kitchen and laundry with water.
We took advantage of this “open-

continuously --guarded. -We made
frequent, superfluois trips to fetch

to our .coming and: going, -

. water, so as to get the guards-used

" Thérs™were,” at that - time, nof

transportswhatsoever and the only|
executions- were those carrie‘ﬂr out]

ﬁqflers simply” could not- répain
idle,

{One day the Germians wers all
in" a good mood once -again. There
was a chance fo-resume their mur-
derous activities because new mar-
tyrs had arrived. A transport ar-
rived from Warsaw which was sup-|
posed to proceed abroad; All tg
people in that transport were well-
to-do and looked prosperous, They
numbered about 1000 men, women
and children. We guessed. that 1(;

was. 2 transport-of people who hadjg

pgid ‘plenty’ of :moriey  to: he
vayed to a place -of safety, Every
ng was taken away from. them.
I subsequently l};amed,,' the!
wete first housed in the Hote| Pol-
ski, a first-class establishmeiit on
Dluga St. in -Warsaw, andVthen

ing,” too, which was, incidentall ,Eée.«awoul.,, have to overcome. Ob-

by 'several lines .of fetices .and;.
a !

|tims had perished.

and| performed it - with-métic}lous
cai(|.- Among:the most difficultfasks

jans from the. observation:-tow

weraiwhen sorting their belong
afterJthey had been.- done -for. fik
so m¥ny others before them, .’

‘The same-happened to transphrts
coming in from abroad. The peo-
ple were told that they were being|
evacuated to-Tremblinka. The poor
wretches kept poking. their heads
out of the train windows when they:
assed a station nnd_asking.casuat
y how much farther it was.-to
Tremblinkd. Tired as they” were,
they eagerly looked forward ito
reaching. an asylum where -they
could rest up- from_ the hardships
of the journey. They arrived at last
and, -before -they had time to be
scared _or surprised, went to.),
their-etermal rest;. | b

Risk Enormous -
A transport:fiom the Trembli
Penal Camp came in. It consis

edf-
of approximately 500 Jews, all barex|; -

ly -alive, worked to the-bone, worn
out and brutilly mistreated. They
looked as if they were beﬁ ing to
be killed—and they were killed ike
all the others. . . :

The definite, irrevocable daté;for . 7

the outbreak-of the revolt' wags-set |
or Aug. 2, 1948. It was a scorch-}
ingly hot day. The sun shone
brightly and. its rays penetrated the |
mall, grated -windows of our bar-
acks. We had practically no ‘sleep
luring the night and dawn found
is awake and tense, - -
However, at the same tims; We
were fully aware of the difficulties

ervation towers, manned by.armed
uards, stood all ‘arpund the cgmﬁ

“ith rifles, machine- guns arfll re-:
tlvers. Noon. came and-we jwere ;

s#ill confined in our barrack.

.The camp“itself was surroihded:

itchés.” However, we decidéd: to -
rigk it, come what may. - f -
{Sorrow and suffering had:
fast to -this spot; but we whi
stii alive wanted to escape frolla the
place where so many inriocent vic-

1d:us [

In silence .we took leave of tha

ashes of our fellow Jews .and vowed [
that out of their blood an avenger |.
would arise, T ek

Suddenly; we foard th

ot fired: into the air.

Al to-
pre-afrdliged

ks

adl the luring away. of- the Ul

then
brought to. Tremblinka to be killed.

Once- they- -began «shooting

the: camp -itself. swarmed: with- L
rmans . and.  Ukrainians agmed; - ©

wore] -
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This picture, taken at another Nazi murder camp, is typical of scenes at Tremblinka, |
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prisoners were forced to bury those of their comrades slain before them. They, too, wére; siated

forthe same end, when they be

Nazis began mass cremation.

- :the Jew,.. . -

_|se -uops. sy -pmod oy fe pa
“| the sm{ml ‘shot rang, out,. thé:

I

trofi above, we could not possijly
escipe alive. Gold, however, héld
an - immense attraction for the
and they contmually hafﬁcked wlt
the Jews.

When the shot rang out, one of
the Jewish traders sneaked up to
the tower .and showed the Ukrai-
nian guard a mold coin. The

Ukrainian;~totally oblivious -te- the]
fact that he was on 2 ‘post; dropped:

his machine- gun and’ hastﬂy ‘clam-
bered down tn_coax the- “coin out. of

“Win to F reedom

However, two other Jews were
lying in wait for him, a [ittle to the
side. They grabbed "him~ suddenly
and finished him off; taking his re-
volver. The guards on the other

towers were also taken care of|

q\nckly Every German arnid Ukrai-
nian we happened to run into
on our way out was killed. . The
attack was so sadden that before
the Germans were able to collect

. their wits, the .road .to" freedom

stood open for us. R
- Wedpons were snatched from the
guardhouse and each. one of us

at tht well was killed an
weapths were taken from lnm

"| the posts that had been assigned to}

me too weak to- work. When burial space became shott

“#

\
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- protruding tongues, skulls crushed,
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Here’s Fascism, In Case You've Forgo&en

‘Tremblinka Murder Camp Gives

Answer to ‘Soft Peace’ Advocates

This is another horror siory out of Poland, a story of anather
Nazi slaughter-house, Tremblinka—where. Jews and non-Jews
alike were ruthlessly tortured and killed by Gelmans.

This narrative is by a man, who was at Tremblinka and saw

it happen. His name was Yankel (Yiddish di
he, too, is

Viernick, a carpenter, and now

minutive for Jacob)
dead, killed early this

year by Germans after his escape_from Tremblinka to Warsaw.

But before he was killed, his eyewitness story was published
by the Polish Underground's Coordinating Committee, compris-
ing the German Jewish Workers' Union and the Jewish National

Commiittee.
We have seen the
smuggled out of Pola

hotostats of the original which was
and sent to the Jewish Labor Com-

mittee, 175 Eost Broadway, New York City, which vouches for
the authenticity n‘g this latest report of German schrecklichkeit.
e

We have co
articles of which this is the first.

nsed Viemick's 68-page narrative into three

bers wag operated b{ two Ukrain-
jans. One of them, Ivan, was tall,
had kind nnd'gentfe eyes, but was,
nevertheless, a sadist. He often at-

nailed our ears to the wall or made
us lie down _on the floor and
whipped us brutally. . ..

Between 450 and 500 persons
were crowded into a chamber
meuurinﬁ(% square meters. They
were packed tightly. Parents car-
ried their children in the vain hope
that the latter would thus escape
death. On the way to their doom,
they were pushed and beaten with
rifle butts and the iu"plpe. Dogs
were set on them, barking, biting
and tearing at them. To escape the
blows and the dogs, the crowd
rushed to its death, pushing into
the chamber, the stronger ones
shoving the weaker ones ahead.

The Gas Chamber

We came into the Tremblinka
Camp. Only on arriving there did
the horrible truth ' dawn on us.
Ukrainiun guards stood on the roofs
ot the barracks, armed with rifles
and machine guns. The camp yard
was littered with corpses, some
still in their clothes and some
naked. Their faces were distorted
with fright and awe, black and

ies mungled. And, blood every-
where. the blood of our children, of
our brothers and sisters, our fathers
and mothers. And we, helpless as
we were, felt intuitively tEhat we

decompos

leg fell o

around for quite some time and
ition was alread
in, The air was foul with the stenc
of &Jutrefncﬂon and rottin
which were covered wit
It often happened that an arm or a
the corpses when we
put straps on them in order to be
abl:ket:)i (mg lEll'nem nwgy,k'l‘hush we
- | wo rom dawn to dusk, without
swollen, the eyes wide open, with food or water, plagued by thirst
because of torrid weather, on what
would some day be our awn
graves . . . .

Those wi

settin;

ho worked onrhsso'rting
the bundles fell- victim far more

corpses,
vermin.

The bedlam lasted only a short
while, for the doors were shut tight-
{{ with a bang. The chamber was

lled, the motor turned on and con-
neeted with the in-flow tubes and
within 25 minutes at the miost, all
were stretched out- dead or, to be
more accurate, stood dead, There
being no free space, they just
leaned against each other, They no
longer shouted, because the thread
of their lives had been broken. . . .

tacked us whila we worked and|thro

1 learned to look at every live .,

. s : -
taken. to the barbwr shop to have
their hair cllpped?, and this ban-
ished their hopes of being given a
chance to bathe, They were taken,
ugh another efjit, to Camp No.
2 where, In freeziug weather, they
had to stand in the nude, waiting
their turn to enter the gas-chamber,
:vh{f‘l; had not as l'(et ?lwe;l cileared

| batch of victims,
Al of ll?ese e'_ven8 1 pocurred in Win.
ter. in bitter cold jveathér.

Kill Chijldren - -

Small children, stark niked and
bare-footed had to stand out in the
open for hours on end, awaiting
thelr turn in the increasingly busy
gas-chambers. Tha soles of their
feet froze and stuck tg the ic
ground. They stoo:l and wept, an
some of them froze to death. In the
meantime, Germans and Ukrainians
walked up and down the ranks,
striking and kicking the victims.. ..

The German nafaed Zopf was a
vile and savage beast. He took spe-
cial delight in al}uslng children,
When he pushed 'women around
and !he{ begﬁied bim to desist be-
‘cause of the children, he frequently'
snatchied a child oat of a woman’s
arms and either toye’it in half or
grabbed it by the ligs and smashed:
its head against a wall and threw
the corpse away, .} ... .- 2

person .as-at a P ¢ 50
in the nearest future, I app?;l?ed
him with my eyes and thought of
is weight; who was going to canry

. fr tly. Because th e N
\\(oulg nlm efgﬁapg 3u_r dtgst:‘:! :xng st:?\lrl:;, J“a, pilfeared foode mn‘lv f}:: hnm tohls‘ ave; how( severe a beat-
would also fall victims packages. Upon being caught, they | & would he get while doing it . . .

cutiongrs. i . .
~ Machine-Gunned
About 100 men were picked
from our group, lined up five
abreast, marched away for some i
distunce- and -ordel to kneel | IS
down; I, too, was in that group.
All of a sudden there was a roar
of .machine guns and the air was

by

were marched to the nearest open
grave and a quick bullet cut
miserable existence short. The en-
tire yard was littered with parcels,
valises, wearing apparel, kna si}cks
ore

_the victims

they met their doom . . .

Mass Torture -

Franz, with his dog, was among

One of the most efficient systems

eir |in the world is the German system

... 1 never saw them show ‘any
compassion or regret. They never
evinced any pity over the fate of
innocent victims, They are-automa-
tons, who perform their given
tasks’ as soon as some higher up
presses a button . . . -

The women and gitls were then

g Jewis! “from the
transports’ of nude:women passing
their quarters, dragged them into
their barracks, raped them brutally
and then- delivered them to the
death ch P

But, there were incidents too of
desperate resistance. Thus, for ex-
ample, one’ girl fell out of line;

L\;mped, nude as she was, over a

rbed wire fence measuring threé

caping.in our
ijans noticed this. and started pur-
suing her. One of them almost

rent with moans and yells of the
victims. 1 never saw them again.
Under a rain of blows with whips
and rifle butts, we were driven into
the barracks, which were dark and
had no flooring. 1 sat down on the

sandy ground and caught some §

sleep.o. .. - 3
Franz announced that he would

now issue a command. At a signal

from him, they began torturing us

_anew, blows ‘falling "all over us.

Our faces and bodies were beaten
and bloody, but we all had to stand
erect, because if one stoo over
but a little, he was shot dead im-
mediately, as_incapable of “work-
ing. ... - .

At Hmes we tied ropes around
the dead bodies to p\H]e them to
their graves. Suddenly, I saw a
live. nude woman in the distance.
She was voung and good looking,
but there was a demented look in
her eyes. She said something to us,
hut we couldnt understand her and
were unable to help her. She had
wrapped herself in a bed sheet
uder which she was hiding a little
child. She way [rantically looking
lor shelter. Suddenly one of "the
Cermans saw her, ordered her to
wet into a grave, which had been
:Ilmlg hffu(rle, and shot her and the
child dead . .

The corpses had ‘oen lying

the Germans. All of a sudden, he
asked, with a smile on his face,
whether any of us knew the Ger-
man language. Approximately 50
men steppeg forward, whereupon
he ordered them ‘to fall out and
orm- a separntén&oup. He kept on
smiling to allay our suspicions. The
men who admitted knowing Ger-
man were taken away and neveér
rettirned. Their names were not qn |,
the list of those who were still alive.
No pen can possibly describe the
tortures under which they died. . . ]
Camp No. 1 also contained what
was called the “hospital” . | . Two
men. worked there. They wore
white aprons and had red crosses
on their steeves. They posed as
doctors. ‘They “selected the elderly
people and those who were ill; from
the transports, and made them sit
on a long bench with their faces
toward an open grave, Germans
and Ukrainians were lined up be-
hind the bench and shot the vic-
tims through the neck. The corpses
fell right into the grave. Any time
a number of corpses accumulated,
they were piled ina heap and-set
on fire. . .~
In addition, there were 13 cham-
bers for uspf\yilnﬁng the victims
with gas . . : -

The machinery of the gas-cham-

A mountain of shoes,

The

SF

savﬂgd “from_helpless

reached her, but as he was-too

T he frequently seE&i!edi thebest

meters in height, and started es-
ection. The Ukrain-

closs to her for & shot, she
wrenched the rifle from

a shot from the rifle ¢
wounded one of dlcm‘.vlnl;h;r fury,

the .girl struggled .with” his com-
radeés, She managed to Are another
shot, which hit another Ukrainiay
whose arm had to be amputi

as a result of the shot, He remained
in the camp until the ‘end of -my -
stay there, At last they: 5
Poor girll She paid dearly for-hee
courage. ‘She ‘wag mercilessly beat-
en, spat-upon, kicked and, finally,
Eli . She was our,nameless hero-
o ... A

‘Theie.were times when-as'm
as 20,000 people were gassed d
y. All we heard was shouting,
weepinlg and moaning, Thoso who
were lsft alive to
around the camps couldn’t eat:nof-
keep from weeping on days when
the transports’ arrived. The less re-
sistant among us, e
rs of the white-col

commi suicide an;
when they returned to éo’hﬁ%
at night after having handled the
corpses all day; their ears still rings <
ing with the cries and moans:of -
the martyred victims. Snch ok
ents occurred at -the rate of 18
to 20 a day, ;
~o=Ome-of our mén; by the rinme’el
Kuszer, eould:not’stl:yud'tﬁ'e‘mm"' oy~
-and attacked his tormentor, a Gee:
man “Oberschaarfuchrer” named
Matjas from Camp No. 2, who-was:- =%
a flend. and-a killer, Kuszer wounds ' -
ed him. The “Haupsturmfuehrer,” *
'on arriving at the ismissed -
all the workmen,-and the —
wire massacred on'the spot In the
most fiendish manner with blusti:

tools: .. .. .

MONDAY: ‘The Ges:
mans Devise More - Tor

tur

victims, bedrs mute Wwitness to T T
efficiency. This scene, photographed at Lublin, was duplicated again and again at Tremblinka, .
ies of millions of men, women, and children, killed by gas, by bullst and-by the rope,
were burned, and their ashes used for fertilizer. Thousands welcomed death, brutal as-it was,
to escape more brutal tortures. -




{ at the tifal of six Germén
officials’ of the:Maidanek “exterm:|-

63 to the spe
5. "Sodiers

$ s
3 ‘Germans, who fagej -
pul sgxab_le by -death, Four| .
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