. Co,«)ce@ﬁc,qyz-m, Chrmps ~ Ul




© Digtribution of true

ELP-4d4 Bexn.
reading only by .s0éial
arrangement. o
} Rec'd 1:15 p.m,
Secretary of State

Washington,

Tht, Tebruary 2, 1 p.m,
FOR WRB FROM MGOLELLAND

In . line with Legationfs 416, January 20, exchangees
from Bergsn Belsen (BB) recently in uwitzorland. :

Reportod that upwards of 25, 000 men.and women: . -
(Tewish) deportess arrived in B3 early in:January from-
Avschwitz and sdjoining upper Silesian camps, ° Thoy " were
“housed® uader most primitive.conditions in tents 'in BB

" and will, it eppears, be tranaferrad progresaively to
" other parts of Germamy &s Tabnr.

 Exchongees from BB were in statoc of acute under~;
nourishment, threo huving dicd during their. 'stay hore.
I have ovory reason Lo believo this ‘situation is. far.from-
confined to BB but common to all Gorman concentration |
camps anl deportoe work companies, - Fact that'tsns of

_ thousands of inteornves in similar or worse physical con-

dition are liable to be fonnd as Qormany is occupied- by -
Allied forces should be drawn to attention of oompetont
military authoritles and UNRRA anew,

BB exchanges further rcported although parcols

“.. reaching camp wore properly deliverced to <hom.number .

cey MlSS Ghauncey (for the Soc'y), Ackermann, Ak21ﬁ

~was pltifully inadequate to nced, According to:all’

availablo information this-due to deterioration in land '
transport in Germany rather than to-any ‘withholding of
packages,-which &re generally distributed if they. .
actually reach a camp, ' Any -favorable action, accordlngly,
vhich could ‘be token on basis of. Legatlon'a 455, January

R2, would “be* of greatest value. :

HUDDLE

dT

Cohn, Drury), DuBols, Gaston, Hodel, McGormack, O'Dwyer,
Files B .
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|/ .
LEGATION .OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

kBern; Jaﬁuary 24,'1945;

K

“Dear Mr, Pehle:

I am pleased to enclose. for,ihe Board'
information a translation of a report on the.
vork comp. for Jewish women at VWeisskircherl beil
Kratzom, Sudetengau, recently referred to in the:
Lnnntlnn‘s tolegram No 416 of Junuary 20, 1945

. Thls report was wrlt@fn by tvio women
Anna’ Sussmonn -and HMargot Sepal, who "escaped from
Jeisskivrchen at the end of November 1944 havin,
been prav1ously transferred there from: Auschwigz
on October %1, 1944,  These ‘two women were ori=
ginnlly depor{od from Dranecy (the 1ll-famed de- *
portotion certer for Jews outside Paris) by the
Germans on July A1, 1944 and sent directly to
Augchwita whore they remained,  as-stated above,
until the ond of October when they Were sent as
Tabor to thls small ' camp” not far from Breslau

I forwnrd this! partlcular report because

I have overy reason to ‘belisve that it is: symp-:

tomatic ‘of the change in the general: Hagzi pollcy

toward Jevish dnvortaes namely 1o

Llabor rathér . thdn . to exferm;nate them By

. women are intelligent and alert and toid a part1~
cularly straicht and ‘convincing: story.: -Too th01r
information is of comparative. recent. date. (%he
reasched Switzerland-toward ‘December. 10th 1944¥
=nd: confined’ to exactly what: they: actually 320 RN
ond. experienced, There. aré . so many -reports cir-i. .’
culating that are bO§ speculation’ and conpilatlon
basged ‘on the ‘almost:inexhaustible fund:of rumor:

" and hedarsay that goes. the rounds of {he. camps: 1n
Germsny. that ione has.to be- esp901111y cqrpful in

.culllng out Lhe facts from the flctlon

v

. Strannely enough the plcture these women '
painted of-Auschwitz was. nuch: less. precise than:
_ Th‘t of the-work' ¢ amp at Jelssklrchen Ip the

. DECLASSIFIED S
"/ State Dept. Letter, 11172 -the -

' By 3 H.Parkn naw_sg_p_ 1 1972
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camp in Upper &ilesia’ they apperently had very ittle
chance to observe whot wog going on in general. being
confined the. whole time to their barrack block and
even to thé barrack itself,whenever,transportsfarrived‘
or left or ‘there wan any umsual- movement in.the camp,
They aiaq, however, have the opportunity of :talking to
vomen who nrrived din Auschwitz with convoys:en route
from Polend (Worsew Tiodz, Radom, ete,)} to Germany proper,
There oppenrs oven %o have been a certain movement - of
intemees from Thercsiensgtadt to. Muschwitz und then -
on into Germony ‘as labor, since they met and . spoke to

women from the Protectorate ghetto,

O%herwisevtheir story isvthe.dépréssingiand

'tra@ic one of humiliution, poor -food, illness and .

suffering charnoctdristic of the Nazi concentration’
onmp system, o ) ‘

In the COurﬂq of ‘the next week or ten days I.: X
expect to receive 'a written report froin them on their
stoy ot fuschwitz and will sort out for the Board . .
any foctunl information that might be of value to. the
future; of -our work,. S .

]

Very sincerely yéur§,=;'

Kol §. 2ot § |

Roswell D, McClellana
Special Asgistant to :

) - theAmericen-Minister.
Inclosures: 2 copies'inWéisskircﬁeniréporf.;1;
John 'ﬂj,fPéhle, Bsquire.

Executive Diréctor : i
ilar Refugee Board,

Waghington.25: D, C,




REPORT . OI. THD nORK GAMP TR JLWISH VOka

AT sIs SKIhUHLN BLI KRALZAU. ~ SUDBIBHLAND

(Hovember = 1944)

“ , O sk

Tho camp which is- described in the, followlnr report
was set up specially for--Jewish women, - Accordiny to0 our
information e large numbnr of similar comps were opened i
during the. course of 1944 in-this region of Germany !
(the Sndetengon) ang are ddministered from the boncen-
tration camp of GROSS ROSEN nenr Breslem. (8ilesia), Ve
heard the nsmes of ylo following camps montioned LIEBAU :
{Sachsen), LAHGJHBILLAU (Schleslen) and TORSCHANOD an der ) ]
Elbe, . R :

Our -comp, whlch containod 560 womon had been qulte

recsntlv established There were 200 Hungwrlan women

N L ' there at the beginning of October and oux convoy nade

: up of %00 French and: Dutch. ‘women - (that is to suy, women
deported from France’ und Hol]and),arrived on November drd,
500 more womeh were owpected but their comlng was 'pogt="
poned since there was not worlk enouvh “for 80 many pcople
The exact 1oontion of ‘the camp is at: o small place ;
: called WEISSKRIRCHEN; in n abondoned textile mlll,-about S
b 3 40 4 kilometers from ERATZAU, “he bulldlnp was of stone
and -could be: aaonuatnly heatcd' and durlng our: stay in the
: ) month of Hovember it vias more or less regularly heated
' : Furshermors 8g wWo wore 250 £o 4 single. dormitory we.did
#ot suffer drom the cold, | These sleeplng Tooms Wera: large
enough and cach persen had @ ‘bod and. s so-called m'ttggﬁﬁ

Filled with straw.or more often ‘wood-~ shav1ngs Theoretlcally
‘we werelentitled. to 4o blﬂnkets ‘each; but actually,
an -adequate: number had ot vet urrlved we had to make” 7
: with a single blanﬁot pexr person Due to” thls cht nost
E of the women slept - in their. clothlng with the result Shat
shortly veTore OWr Aepariure’ (OuOBDB] body 1109 nada thelr
appeamsnes i camp - 4‘01»17119 :C:Lrut time,
There wuas niset of showers but: ’n;the mornlngiwe
were forbldden to 1eove the dormltorles before bre kfagt:

{ ' ) and in- the even ngs retulnlng fron the factory we haA flrst
: towait Ior-_he




‘vnrv roroly hot waber left, in any ovent not enough‘for
all the womon, Vea.were takon, therefore, in groups of 20
to 40 o the shOWers, This ocourred ubout every B duys
The two lorie water tops -existing in the bui]ding where we
8lept were roqorvcd for {he camp personnel and we were
soverely forbidden Lo draw water from them
The schndule of our working day was roughly as
follows: = ; :
a.m, - Reveil, The’ beds had %o be vmqglea
a.m, -~ Roll- ~call: -/ in the dormitories,
‘a,m, ~ Bxodus to. the courtyard 40 fetoh
breakfost, enchone aweiting her turn “there, Broakfast
oconsisted of a soup made of water ‘and.. potatoes ox vege-
tables and thicltened with raw, grated potato Ve received
ahout 5/4 of a’ liter of this: aplece At the same time we'
were given our. dallv bread ration, some 250 grams, along
witly Trom 6 o 10 grams of margarine, ‘8 slice of sausape'
or & spoonful of jam; S
b5:06 a,m; - Roll-call in the courtyard Ior .
' thoso leaving for the faotory.»
5180 a,m, Departure for the factory, " ‘
6:00 a,m, Arrival. at the factory and bepin—
ning of the work day, :
9315 a.m,_ Recess at the factory when we ate
o ©part of our brealk,: . nork was resumed
9:16 " . and Lasted until- S
11:30 0 .
11150 to 1?'00 v Lunch Trecess when we were glven a
“half cup of somc hot drink,- coffee "Ersatz!: or. mint tea
which we" drank’ Pvtlnp the regt” of ‘oux’ bread, ;
'12:oo,t0718 OQ _ .o Work in: the: various factorv shons
18270 - Roll-call iA the factory‘yard and
departure for the- camp* once” nwre i ; o

Toward - : 19 00 —;5{ Arrlval dt the camp and second roll-‘

‘call “there followed by a Derlod of Wdltlng 1n the court-
“yard for: the soup: to be dlstrlbuted' -

o the evening.: soun bout a 110er;o"
potatoes - but thlcker and gonerallv contalnlng whole
‘potgtoes in thnlr sblns °1ong W1th afew. beets fOné, a

IR




“weak vie roceived Lho otnrnn1 poLn+ooo but with a. Jittle
moat. smce on oocvoionu]ly oniong, On uunduys 8180 we. vere
trnutod o potutoos with meat ﬂnuoe, One othor small
dotuil concerning the food: for onr 1aet 15 days in oamp
the food was nropnrcd ontirely wlthout salt '

21:00. hours - Curfew,

WORKTNG. CONDILIONS

Thooretlcally all thp women had - to work in the WLRK
KRATZAU o miitions plant roquisitionod by the 8.8, The
footory employed about 8,500 workers in all, of various
nntionnlitlos.‘ It soon beceme: apparent however that
there was not enough work for all the women beoause of
the lack of o meterials and especlally of oil for tho
mochines, Prom our group, therefore,’ on]y %OO women worked
in the fcctory 1tsolf 200 boing on'the day shift and- 100"
on. the night, the lattor.mueh“moye tiring and oompenaated

“far only by a slichtly larger food ration, The rest of the
women worked outside in .the "oourtyurd ehift or squad "
shovelling coal, working on the road or hﬁndllng Jheavy
pocking. cases,  This work, which was cxtrcmely difficult
began ot 8 a,m, in the Tactory: vard and stopped 'at 4150

».m, when the light Ialled The women who' were all insuf- -
ficiently clothed were forced to be out~of-doors regardless‘
of the weather so thak everyday 2.0r % collapsed during
vork, On several occasions the German overseers': (women)
complained nnd nsked not to Le sent out; eince they them—"
selves Aidn't caré to be soaked %o the slin, for instance’,
Such complaints, nevertheless, were in vain

The others were d1v1ded up; amonp varlous shops Part -
of the women worked at seml—dutomatlc mechlnes (war material)
others hed to tend. automatlc lathes, still other 'hecked
various parts-or had to pack them (vcry strenuous >
heavy cages’ had to:lifted), ulthoubh 1n general th
in the fdcto1y wag not too: dlfflcult “it-was honethelesa'f:
eyh\nst1ng when one was undernourlshed and suff rln"from
lack of sleep, O the other hand, one group obeew1sh
£irls had to! work: w1th dead colors whoae +tovic ouallty is
well known i A]l the German and forelgn workers 1n:these
shops recelved o 11tor'and a’ hQ1f of mllk a day i ;
Jewlsh ~1r1=' howevo:z g0t @ querter of a’ llter evi ry other :
day, ,“f+or about - tvo: weeLs 1n one ;of: these shons two of
the glrls be"ﬁn to couph un blood

’77_
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Hork in the obher shops wns not disagreable.- We
wora volvtivelv Little watched and the treutment meted
out by tho Gormon forainen Lmd forelgn workers was decont
with o few exceptions, In most of these cuses convinced
Nozis wore involved who ‘wished to be ovorly‘zealous., The
~other workers weré Lormally forbidden. to speak {o us b
in several of the shops the women were given bread;-fruit
and occﬁnionally'nowapapers by the workers. Russian pri-
soners vho worked in the camp- for a few days bullding a
nev shed even succeoded .in throwing us such articles.of -
clothing ns swooters snd gloves,

®he output .of each mqohino was, controﬂed but I kow
of-only one case 'of a woman having been reprimanded for
not working enough, On the othor hund bonuses were honded
owt every three weeks to those viomen who had turned out
above the aversge smount of machiné work, These gonerally
consisted of 200 grems of mérgarine.or'a little jam, and
Occnsionully.uﬂsmuil'packqge of goap. powder,

SURVIS ILImlIOD

-The comp 18 under $,8, control and is pait 6fnthe‘
WERK KRATZAU, The factory andjwork_inAthe factory?doe
minate the whole of camp lifé._.The'KOMMANDOFUEHRERIN

“or comp dircetress was @ gird in uniform of about. 23, a
hairdresser in:civilian life, and wis seconded by, an: 5.5,
UHTERSCH\RuULHRﬂR who was respon51b1e for the kitchen and
the comp food Lupply., Thore were. some: 1o female oversoers
mobllizod women 1n uniform, angd - a fow 5.9, men ‘who guarded
the camp gate and accompwnled the groups el route t0. the
factory,  In principle we.were. never. alone: eycept in the
dormitories, Along: the: road between the’ canp and the

factory we were accompqnled by the: femwleroverseers :

who kept us ‘from talking: together 22 X - 3"
of Line, ' This wap a most dlrflcult JOb sinoe 1t was :
usu°lly auite dark toth poing to the: factory the morn—k—
ing and returning: in the evenlng, the road was ré :
and ~the women,. whHose shoes were in. wre‘bched shape ; :
‘always fﬂlllnn behlnd As & result we were constantly being .-
shouted at Lo such ﬂ n01nt thut the lOCdl populatlon )
comnTnlncd \bout the uproar whlch occaslonallv rose to
ﬂcrcggcondo when one of the overseers took 1t upo :

';‘to”str;ke o woman,who talked in ranks “or fell too far’

behind,




Wlthout soap 1t was 1mnoss1bln Io

(5)

At the.. fuotory itsels thore was 0N overseer in, every
7Toom but in’ [onorul she puid vorv 1itt1e 4ttention to us.
In addition there wap usually a Gcrman womean. ‘mechanio o

vhose duty it was Go nrﬂvont ug- Lrom tvlkmng with the
workers,  The female overseers, in the main, wore not mean,
a Tow of thom even dlsnluved a eertaln sympathy for us
qnd declared that the treatment .in camp was disgruceful
The KOMMANDOWUEHRERIN and {he UNTDR%CHAREUEHRTR ron the —
other hand, dld evcrythina to mﬂko our; 1ife as unplensant
ng nosqiblo . : :

There was “the usunl system of 1nterna1 camp pollcing
by certain internees who were replaced on the. spot as soon
as they showed the least 51gn of indulgenée. or tendenoy %o
solidorize with us, Toward the end of our stay the “oamp
eldest" ("Laﬁorhlteete") Was a Hungarlan woman who-gouldn'+
speak._a word of either Frénch or Germéen snd Who, when we
aian't wnders tnnd her orders in Hungarlan, slapped or
kicked usg,

HYGIENIC GOHDITIONS

In s peohinn of the dormitOrieB I explained that vie
experienced the greotest difficulty in camp in obta:nlng
woter to wash ourselves: or our clothlng. Ve generally
had to be satisfind: with washing ourselves., very superfi~
cinlly at, the factorv whcro there vias, water Durlng the..
four Weeks we spent in thig camp wo wnre nevor oncegiven
either soan or soap powdor Certa:n of the’ Nazl female

overgeers., cowmentlng on’our condltion as ‘s result of -being.

unable to” va h properly took varlous occaslons to remark

"o’ the workcrs 1t ‘the fdctory "You- see how nqturally

divty thosé - Jewesses are'" One or two’ other overseers,
more understanding,: asked ut the factory 11 a ]1ttle soap
powder could not be dlstrlnuted to us’, The answer was'
"Soap w111 only be given out- as ‘a- bonus i

“Part. of the women worked constanmly wlth 011 and

furunculouls

In the::AA,gl
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.due’ to undernouriqhmont was very common ohd: iﬁ some cases
. there was even a OE"Jnnan Of" phlagmon Another illness
frequent ln thc oump qu a—type of enterltis due to the poor
quelity of the: bread There was one woman physicﬂan (a

Jewess) in. the camp and two nurses,vbut they had ‘almost no
Vphnrchoutioal supplies. at thelr disposal, During 15/ days,
for instance,: for lack of. g slmple, appropriate remedy, a
large. number: of womon suffered from sevore cases of.
diarrhoea, Ve

The 1nfir arv contalned 1z beds shut the camp dlrec-'

tress -gave atrict orders that’ not more than 8- of them
could be occupied at anv one time.l So the well-known
concentratlon canp ru]e applied‘ no -one w1th a fever under
38, f; was conmiderbd’ sufflclently 112 to go to the
1ni’1rmary. - : o : e

'CLO!D_I;IING

‘The acute lack of proper clothing, in perticular,.
gfranted the hygienic conditlons in the camp, Vhen we
left Auschw1tz on October:ul vie were plven 1 shlrt 1
pair of underdrawors, 1 ‘sumnier dross, 1 summer coat i
pair of socks end ;;ulhfle pair of Jow- shoes (often 111—
aqsorted,‘und some of them with heels),  ¥e had ‘neither’
hondkerchleves, towols or a chenge of underwoqr 1hen we

wished to wagh our one undorgarmnnt or shlrt (naturally
without soap) that 1eft only a summer dress to wear: in.

Hovember! ﬂftor two weeks work: in- the factory We' Were -
all fllthy. AThen &given rags’ o clean the machlnes, most

of the Wwomen used. them-to wrap ‘around thelr heads (we had
been shaved in Auschw1tz) or to wear 4n l;ru_of stocklng

KRADPZAU ig located at’ between v tnd 4 meters alt
tude, and’ in November the first snow fell One can.well
imagine how ‘we sufferod from the cold :in our thln summer

c¢lothing, . 4n- aven more serlous questlon however, was
that - of shoes. Piie roqd to bhe factory wes A

Cthat our: shoes, after a coupTe

wet, Wﬂxcrln torrlble state
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("sabotu”) 51nce the fenale oversocers contlnually com~-
plained thet it was impossible to keep us -in line marchlng
to the factory with our shoes in this condltion.. Toward
the end of November the so-called “sabotel ‘were actually
distributed, but they turned.out to be. a sort of wooden
slipper or cTog, open at the heel, 86 that it was stlll
almost an 1mpos51b111ty to walk dn snow or deep mud w1th
them, : BRI
we.concludo ths short ‘report by statlng that in’
order to bllnp any worthwhile aid o “these women : qnd

meny others in similar camps and work groups, shoes and,>»»
a few of the most - necessary artlcles of clothlng should
“first of all be gont, . This is’ even more 1mportant than 3
Tood; but as far ag - foodstuffs are concerned th 7gs as,,j
concenuratcd as- p0581ble should be' sent suc as'bowdered
millky Jam; fabs” and produc‘b : on‘talnlnf’ : S '
and ‘a’ few of the baslc bharmvneuflcals uhould not be
Torgotten, : (e ' '







- LEGATION OF THE'
UNITED ‘STATES OF AMERICA

Bern, Jamuary 24, 1945,

Dear, Mr; Pehle't

: oo I-am pleased to,enclose'forvthe Boardls
information g translation of a report on'ﬁhe .
work ‘camp for Jewigh women- at Welsskiroher bei
'Kratzau,,Sudetengau, recently referred to.in the
Tegation's telegram No, 416 of January;%O) 1945,

: JThis report was writh n.by two. women,
Amna Sussmann and Margotb Ségd{,’who'escaped,from
Weisskirchen at the end of Novamber 1944 having
beén previously transferred there from Auschwits
on October 31 1944,  These two women were ori-
‘ginally depor%sd from Drancy (the ill-famed de~
portation center for Jews outside Paris) by the
Germang on July 31, 1944 and sent directly to
fugchwitz where they remained, as stated above,

“until the end of October when they were sent ag |

- labor to this small "camp" ‘not far from Breslau, -

I forward this particular report bécavse
I have every reason to believe that it ig =
tomatic of + ‘N"ﬂgﬁympww_
) gon

i These
old a’parti-
ght and convineing story, .Too, their

information is' of cOmparative regent date (the
reached Switzerland toward December’ 10th, 1944 R
and- confined o exacgtly, what they actually sew .
and- experienced, . There are so many reportd cirs
culating that are 60% speculation and compilation
baged on the almost inexhsustible fund of rumor:
and hearsay that goes the rounds of the' camps in
Germany that one hag to be especially: carsful in
culling out ‘the . facts. from the fiction,

‘Strangely enough “the. picture these women

painted-of Auschwityz was:much-lessAprecisé,than,

that . of the’wqu camp.dtvweisskirghéngf’In the

C  DECLASSIFIED 1 .
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; _ they apparentlyjhaa‘very’liftle
chunce-to.gbserve what wag going-on in'generalibéing
sonfined ‘the whole- time to their barrack block and
even Lo the b ansports : arrived
: in fhe:camp,
/ ) ¥ ‘of talking to
women who' arrived in Muschwity with o Nvoys. en route:
from Poland (Warsaw liodz, Radom, eto,) to Germany. proper,
Theré_appears.even %o have been a certain movement .ot
Internees from Pheresisénstadt Yo Auschwitz and then )
~on-into Germany as labor, since they met and spoke to
women fromthe Protectorate ghétto, T

camp in Upper Silesia %

.- Otherwise 'their story is “the depressing end- -
tragic one of humiliation, poor-food; - illness and
suffering characteristic of the Nazi’ concentratiocn
‘oamp. system, Lo ST ‘

In the: course of the next .week ‘or ten days L
expeot to receive a written report from .théem on their
stay at Augchwity and will sort out for the Board
any - factual information that might be of value to the
Tfuture of our work,. S

Very- sincerely yours,

Roswell. D, MoClelland: T
Special Assistant to. o
the. American Minister,

Enclosiures: o copies of Weisskirchen report,

John - W, Pehle, Bsquire
Ixecutive Director
War Refugee Board,

) Washiﬁgton‘25, D, ¢
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RDPORT'ON THE WORK GAMP TOR JDWISH WOMLN
AT WLISSKIRCHDN BLI KRATZAU ~ SUDDTDNLAND

(Novenmer,: 1944)

Aok

Tho camp vhich is deperibed in the follow1ng report
wasg sct up speolally for Jewish _women, According to our
informatlon a large number.of similar camps were opened
during the oouree “of 1944 in this’ region of Germany
:(the Sudeﬁengau) en9 -are adminlstered from the concen—

'tratlon camp of GROSS ROSLN ‘hear ‘Breslau (811331a) We
-heard the nemes of tpe following camps mentioned: IEBAU
,(oaohsen) LAHGDNBILLAU (Soh1351en) and TORSCHANOD ‘en’der
F1be,

© Our camp, Wthh contalned 500 women, ‘had been quite
recenbly established, -There were 200 Hungarlan women
there. st the beglnning of October and our convoy, mede
up:'of B00 French and Dateh-women (that is to say, womeén
;deported from France and Holland),errived on November Brd,

;voOO more women were expected but .their coming was poet—
. poned slnce there was not work enough for -go many people,

The exact looatlon of the camp is.at a small place
called WEISSKIRCHEN, in-an abandoned textile m111 about
3 o 4 Kilometers from KRATZAU, The building was. of stoné: .’
and could be adequately heated;- and during. our stay in the
month -of November it was more or-"less regulerly heated
‘Furthermore. as vie were 260 to'a eingle dormltory we, dld
not “suffer, Trom the .cold, These sleeping Tooms were large
enough -and- each person had a bed and-a 80— called mattress B

" Pilled with straw- or moxe often wood-shav1ngs. Theoretlcally,
vie were entltled o two blankets each -but -actually, 31nce
an adequate’ mumber. had not Vet arrlved we' hdd to: make out
with'a 31n¢le Dlanket per person.' Due to. thls factf'most

6T the women slept in. the'r clothlng with the: Tesl ; that o
shortly before our departure (escepe) body llce made thelr
appearance X cemp for the first. tlme,,

There was & .get:of showers, out in: the mornlng wes
“were forbldden +0 1eave ‘the dormltorles before breakfast
;aﬂd inthe evenlngs returnlng from the factory we had f1rst
to,walt,fo: the soup distrlbutlon efter whlch‘there was:

W éS/;




very rarely hot water 1eft in -any-event not enough for
all the’ women Ve were taken, therefore, 1n groups. of 20
£6' 40" to the. ehowere This ocourred about every 8 days.
The two lone water taps ex1sting in the building where we
slept were reeerved for the ‘camp personnel and we were
severely forblddcn Lo droiw water from them.;,

The schedule ‘of our worklng day wae roughly as
follows: e : :

5,50 a S, j Revell The beds’ had to be made,

4 15 a,m, = R011~call ~.in the dormltorles

4320 a,m, ~ Exodus to . the courtyard to- fetoh
breakfast, esachone awaiting her turn there, Breakfast
consisted of a doup made of water and potatoes or vege-
tables and. thlckened w1th raw,: grated potato,. . We receivea
‘about 3/4 of a“liter of “this aplece, At-the same time wWasi
‘were given, our dally bread. ration, some 250 grams along
"with Ffrom'5 to0.10 grams: of margarlne, a sllce of sausage
or a spoonful of jam, .

5:05 a,m, ~ Roll-call in the coﬁrtyard'forl
. those leaving for the facfory,
5:20. a,m, = Departure for the factory.
6:00-a,m, ~ Arvival at the factory “and begin—
T ning of the work day. C T
9:00 to 9:15 a,m, - Recess at ‘the factory when we ate

part of: our break, Vork was reeumed at
9115 W "and lasted,unrtll, ' R ’
11:30 " e :
11:50 to 12:00 Lunch recess When we were glven a
half cup- of some hot drlnk, coffee’ "Drsatz" or mint tea
which we drank eatlng the rest of our bread
12:00.%06 18100 - . “Work in the varlous factory ‘shops,
: 18'10vv - Roll—call in the factory yard and
departure for the oamp once more .
Toward . 19: OO Arrlval at “the camp and second roll—
call™ there, followed by s perlod of walting An- the<"’ L
yerd for: the soup to be dlstrlbuted -
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qrweek weé recoived the eternal potatoee but with a- little

meat saude or occasionelly onions. On Sundays also we viore
treated to’ potatoes with neat sauoe, One “other small
detall concerning the £o0d for our. lest. )b days An oamp
“the food was prepared entirely w1thout salt,

21:00: :hours = Curfew,

WORKING CONDITIONS

Theoretloally all the women had to work in the WERK
KRATZAU, a munitlons plant requlsltloned by the §; S he
actory’employed about -2, 500 workers in-all, of various
nationnlities; It ‘soon beoume apparent Jhowever, that
there:was not enough work for- all: the women, because of.
the lack of raw materials and especlally of oil for the
machines, Trom “our group, therefore, only 300 women worked

‘in the factory itself; 200 being on the day shlft and. 100~

on the night, the latter imch more tiring and compensated
for only by a sllghtly larger food ration, - The rest of the
wonieri worked outside- in the “courtyard .shift or'Squad,ﬂ
shovelling coal , working on the ‘road-or handling heavyf
packing cases, . This work, which was extremely difficult,
began at 8 a,m, -in the factory yard and stopped et 4130"

"p.m, when the light failed ) The women who vere all insuf-

Ticiently clothed were forced to be out-of-doore regerdless
of the weather so that everyday 2 0r 3 collapsed Guring
work, - On several occasions the ' German overseers: (women)
complained and asked not to be sent out, since they them~
selves didn't care to be soaked .to. the skin,. for 1nstenoe
Such complalnts, nevertheless, were ‘in:vain,

The others were -divided upiamong various shops; “Part
of the- women worked at seml—automatlc mach1nes (war materlal)
others had to tend: automatio lathes still others checked
various pdrts or-had” to pack them” (very strenuous work since

~heavy ‘cages” had o~ llfted) . Although 1n general thls work

—the glrls began to cough up blood

in the factory was: not to0 dlfflcult, 1t Was. nonetheless
exhausting when one Was undernourlshed and sufferlng lrom

lack of sleep, On the : other hand “'onie group of Jew1sh
girls. had 0 work: with 1ead: oolors whose tox1c quallty isg
well known, ALl the German and forelgn workers 4in-these
shops recelved :) llter and a: Nalf of: mllk a day, ,,he~
Jewish’ glrls, however, got a quarter of 8- 11ter every other
day, After about two weeks 1n one’. of these shons two of




S

Work in'{he other shops was not disagreable, ‘We
_ werofrelatively 11ttle watohed qnd the treatment meted
: . out by the Gcrman foremen and forelgn workers wes deoent
%bj ‘ ’ with a few exoeptions Tn moot ‘of these - cases convinced
’ azis were 1nvolved who w1shed to- be overly zealons, “Mhe.
'other workers were formally Forbidden to speak to. us. but
in- several of the shops “he. women wero given bread fruit‘
and oooa51ona11y nowspapers by’the workers. Russian priai B : ‘ ) [
) soners “who worked! in’ “the ‘camp for 8 few daya bullding a : !
: new shed" even sucoeeded in throwing us. such artlcles of
r clothlng as sweaters and gloves.'
_{“ : - - The output of ‘each machine wws controIbd but I know
: of -only one Gage of a’ woman hav1ng been reprlmanded for
1ot worklng enough, On the  othex: hand bonuses were handed
out every three weeks o those women who had turned out
s above: the average' amount of machine work These generally
‘oon51sLed of 200 grams: of margarlne or .a 1ittle Jam, and
ocoaslonally a small packege of - soap powder,

sﬁRVI«:ILLANCE

' The camp is under $,8, control and . is part of the
WERK KRATZAU, :-The factory and work in the faotory do—
‘minate the whole of camp 1ife, The- KDNmMNDOFULHRDRIN

or camp dlrectress wag- & girl in uniform of about 2 a
hairdresser in:eivilian 11fe, and was seconded by en 5.8,

_ UNTERSCHARFUEHRER who was responslble for the kitchen' ‘and
the camp Iood supply. There were some 15 female overseers,
moblllzed women, in uniform, and a few $,8, men wlo guarded
the:camp gate and acoomp%nled the groups en “route to the'
chtoryJ' In prlnclple we.were: never alone except in the
dormitories. . Along. the road between the camp and. the
factory. we were- aocompanled by. the female overseers '
who. kept us from talklng together and from: gettlnﬂ out
_of line, ' Thls ‘wWas.a most dlfflcult gob gince 1t was

usually qulte Qark both: g01ng “to the faotory in: the- morn- - e
ing and returning 1n the evenlng, the road- wasg: Very muddy

and the women, whose shoes were ‘an wretohed shape were

always falllng behlnd ‘Ag.a result we were constgntly being
shouted at “bo-such a p01nt Shat the Tocal: populaulon
complalned wbout the uproar Wthh ocoa51ona11y rose ~to =
acresxcendo when one of the overseers took 1t upon herself

o o strlke a woman.who talked in ranks ‘o1 fell too far

7 behlnd : :




_"Soap will. only be. given- out asa bonus.

: (5)

Al the faotory itself there was:an overseer “in every
room, it in general she. puid very little atLention o uBy

< In addition there wasg: usually & German womezn: mechanic

whose duty it Weig ‘bo. pravent us from talking with ‘the
workors.‘ The female overseers',’ in the. main, were not mean,
a few of them even displayed a: certain sympdthy for us

and’ deolared that ‘the -tredtment in camp was disgraoeful
The KOMMANDOEUDHRERIN and -the UNTLRSCHARFUEHRER on the
‘other hand, did everythlng to make oun.life. as unpleasant
.ag p0331b1e. ‘ : Cain

' There: was the usual system-of 1nternal camp~- policlng
by certaln internees who were replaced on the spot as soon
as they showed the  leagt: slgn ‘of 1ndulgence or tendency to.
solidarize with us, Toward the end of our stay the "oamp
eldest" ("Lager&lteste") was a Hungarian woman . who couldatt
speak a word of either French or:Germen and who ; -when we~
A1idn't understand her orders in Hungariem, slapped or
kicked us, ’

HYGIENIC CONDITIONS

In- speaking of the dormitories I expleined: that wef
cxperienced the greatest difficulty in'camp in obtaining

- water to wash ourselves or our clothing, We generally

had to be satisfied with washing ourselves.very superfi-
oially at the fabtory where there was'water During the
four weeks we spent in this camp we were naver onge given
either soap or soap powder, Certaln of the-Nagi femdle

overseers, commenting on:our condltion as”a-result of being

unable to wash properly took various occasions “to remark
to the workers at the factory: "You see: how. naturally
dirty those Jewesses arel" One’ or two other overseers,
more understandlng, asked at the factory if-a ]1tt1e .808pD:
powder could not be dlstrlbuted to us.‘ The answer was.

Part of the women’ worked constantly ﬁlth 011 and A

without -soap it was 1mp0351blc for them to get c]ean Aé :'

a result ‘of this they soon became affllcted &'thAsevere

cases of -eczema whlch often developed 1nto more serlous
furuncu1051s. In the main the® apnearance of furuncu103157

furunculos;s"
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“aue o undernourishmont was very common and in some oaee; '
“there was even. a, beginning of phlegmon, Another illness
.'frequent in the: camp was. & type of: entcritis due to the poor

Crqueldty of +the bread, There wag one woman physician (a.

Jeweee) ‘in’ the camp and . two nurees, but they had almost no

- pharmaceutical - supplies at Lheir diepOsal During 16 daye

fox instanoe, for lack of a simple, appropriate remedy, 7

large number of women suffered from severe cases of ‘ : . i
diarrhooa, : : |

 Dhe’ infirmary contained 12 beds but the oamp direc—
.tress gave etrict orders that not more than 8 0f them
conld be oooupied at any one time. S0 Lhe well-known
concentration camp rule applied' no one With a fever under
38, G. wasg conSidered euffioiently 111 to go to the

infirmary,

CLOTHING -

wggreveted the hygienio conditions in the ‘camp, -When-we

left Ausohwitz on October 31 -we were given: L shirt, 1 ‘

pair of underdrawers, 1 summer dress, 1 gummer coat, 1

pair of ‘socks and a single pair of low shoes (often ill~ . i
agsorted, and some of them with heels), We had neither

i
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The’ moute lack of proper clothing, in particular, ) 5
i
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handkorchieves, towels or a chenge of underwear. VWhen we
| wighed to wash our one undergarment or shirt (naturally
| without soap)- that' left only a summer . dress -to. wear in -
November‘ After two weeks work in the factory: we were
all filthy, When given rags to.clean the machines, most
of the women.used them to wrep around their heads (we had
been shaved in Auschwitz) or to wear in lien of stockings,
KRATZAU  is looated at between 37 and 400 meters alti~
tude; and in.November the: first srow : fell,. ‘One can well
imagine how we suffered: from the ‘¢old in.our thin summer
clothing., An even. more serious question, however was

that of shoes.' The road to Fhe’ factory wasg:al dirt

country one- and at that geason of the year very muddy 50° »
that .our shoes, after ‘a couple’ of weeks, being con t neiy

wet,” were 1n a terrible state.
some OF the women were already gOing barefoot The
camp administration) promised: to' get ‘us wooden shoes*

shoes
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(“eabots") gince the female. overseers eontinually com=’
plained Lhat it was impossible to keep: us in-line marohing
to the: factory with our shoag in'“this condition, Toward
‘the ‘end of: November the so-ocalled "sabots" were aotually
dlstributed but they turned out. to bé a sort of ‘wooden
glippex or olog, open at the heel, 80 that it was 8t111
almost an impossibillty to. walk in snow: or deep md with
them, !

We conclude this short report by statlng that in
‘order to bring any worthwhlle aid to these women and
'many others in similar cemps . and work groups, ‘shoes  and
& fow of the most necessary, articles of ¢lothing should
first of all be sent, - This is even more importent. than
food; but as for as Toodsturlfs are.concerned, things ag
concentrated as possible should be sent, such as powdered
mlFLk, goemy AR and proauoets containing Vl’EEHIIlHS SOQD
and a few of the ba51c pharmaceutlcals should not be
forgotten,
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