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LEGATION OF THE \ - - -

UNITED STATES OF AMERI\C\A R
N
- Bern, Octobeka?, 1944,
E E- i . ; -0 R Fz.

anklin D, Roossvels Library

ir. John Penl PECLASSIFIED by State .
Mr, John Pe e, g 1 ‘

Director, War Refugee Doard, DEPT. pe telephome to Divecta,

Washington, : FDRL) 2"7"'L‘+_ I

1
]
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Sir:

Subject: Transmitting two reports on the German
concentration and extermination canps for
Jews and political prisconers of AUSCHWITZ
(Oswiegim) and BIRKENAU (Rajsko) in Upper
Silesia breviously referred to in; the .
Legation's -4291 ang 4295 of July 6, 19474,

I have the honor to send to the'ﬁaf
closed herewith, three copies each of +tw

with the German SS-controlled concentrati
tion camps for Jews and political prison

Refugee Board, en-

The enclosed reports constitute, iannglish'translation,

the full texts, a condensation of whiech waS-cabled'to\ther
War Refugee Board insthe Legation's telegrams Nos. 4291~ -
and 4295 of July 67" 1944. SR

44 These reports reached Switzerland during June 1944~ .-
from Bratislava, having been forwarded”th?ngh'CZeéh,undérf
ground channels. They were delivered ‘to Dr. Jean Ko
Representative of the Czechoslovak Government in Geneva,. 5
although that written by the two young Slovak ‘Jews was:ion - =
addressed to Mr. Nathan Schwalb, Representative :in Switzer- - 73
land of the Hechalitz Organization (the left Tabor wing of T
the Zionists), = : : “ R

0 ,dii?éétly vouch for:
I have ‘every reason to believe
a true. picture of the fright<

While it is of course impossible
their complete authenticity,
that they are, uhfortunately;
ful bappenihgs in these camps,

% In
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In the case of the Iirst report by the two . young Slovak
Jews I had occasion %o speak here in Bern with a member of
the Bratislava Papal Nunciature who had personally inter-
viewed these two young men and declared the impression they
created in telling their story to be thoroughly convineing,
T further understand that responsible members.of the Bratis~
lava Jewish community closely cross-examined the authors of
this report so that the material finally incorporated into
it includes only that about which there was no uncertainty
or equivocation in their minds or in the minds of ‘their
examiners.

The report of the Polish Major (No. 2) was composed quite
independently of the story of the two young Jews and-was com-~
municated to the Czech Resistance Movement in Slovakia, which
in turn forwarded it to br. Kopecky. Dr. Kopecky vouches- for
e reliability of the man who composed it and for its
autnenticity. It arrived originally in Polish from which
a German translstion was first made, I in turn carefully
corrected the translation irom German into English: enclosed
nerewith, X 7, T

S -
The figures concerning the 51zerof the Jewish convoys
arriving and the numbers of men and women:admitted to the
two camps cannot be taken as mathematically exacts and, in
fact, are dec:ared by the suthors to be no more - than reliable
approximations, A precise statistical record of the numbers -
of persons murdered atVAsuchwitz”anng;;k§n§g+rhoweyerrWWOuldffvL;J

not detract in any appreciable degree from the value of these
reports as testimony to the enormity of the: crime- perpetrated. . .
there. : ) o R

o T
The indications given concerning ‘the “periods of arrival: .-
and _countries of origin of ‘Jewish convoyS-check ery’closely -
with information possessed by various-reliable: Jewish ‘and non-
Jewish organizations in Switzerland regarding theé: departure.
T such deportees From various "luropean . countrig &
for example, was in southerniFrance during7the‘iepo tionlof. .
large ccnvoys of Tforeign Jews from such internment camps ‘as’ L
idvesaltes, Gurs, Les lilles and Récébédou, in.August and: . TE
September of 1942, and have considerable first-hand informa-
tion with respect to their composition, number and dates. of
departure, o : . :

The episode of the postcards written by members. of the
iirst Theresienstadt convoy, which had to be dated March 23
and 25, 1943, recounted in ‘the report of the two young Jews,
is, to cife another small example,’ fully ‘confirmed by the
fact that a number of these cards were received here in
Switzerlend.,

WIRErcus
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Numerous cther similar examples could be given if one
were to go inte this question at length. :

Although, in the main, I personally feel that the handling
of such material as the enclosed reports cannot be considered
as a positive contribution to real relief or rescue,activities,
it does constitute a tragic side of the whole problem, an
awareness oI which plays a necessary rcle in developing and
implementing programs destincd to bring whatever aid possible
to these people. I therefore submit them to the War Kefugee
soard for its own and for the infommation of wheatever other
arencies the Boardrdeems advisable.

Respectfully yours,

Falt . Wbl

Roswell D, McClelland,
Special Assistant to X
the American Minister.

Enclosure:

-iwo reports.

RDI /m b S s
In triplicate to War Refugee Board,
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THE EXTEREINATION CAMPS OF AUSCHWITZ (Oswiegim)
and BIRKENAU e i
. in Upper eil_esia.




FORWARD,

~t i tbt-

Two young Slovak Jews - whose nemes will not be dig-
olosed for the time being in the interest of their own
safety - have been fortunate enough to egsoapa after spend-
ing two years in the concentration oamps of BIRKENAU,
AUSCHWITZ and LUBLIN-WAJDANEK, where they had been deport-
ed in 1943 from SLOVAKIA?

One of them was sent on April 13, 1943 from the
agsembly camp of SERED directly to AUSOHWITZ and then to
BIRKENAU, while the other waa sent from.the camp of ROVAXY
to LUBLIN on June 14, 1843 and after a short stay..there,
transferred to AUSCHWITZ end, later, BIRKENAU, :

The following report does not contain everything -~
these two men experienced during ‘their, captivity, but only
what the one or both together underwent, -heard or exper-
ienced at first hand, Wo individual lmpressions or Judg~-
ments are recorded and nothing passed on from hear~aay,

The report starts with the story of the young Jew
who wag removed from SERED, The account of hisg exper-
iences in BIRKENAU begins at the time the second Jew T
arrived there and is therefore bmsed on the -gtatements of
both. Then followe the individunl ndarrative of the second -
Jew who was sent from NOVAKY to LUBLIN and from there to
AUSCHWITZ . S

- The declarations tally with all the trustworthy yet ' -
fragmentary reperts hitherto received and the dates given
with Tegard to transports to various camps-agres with the
official records,  These statements can therefore be.con~

8idered as entirely orediblé,




[

On the 13th April 1943 our group, consisting of
1,000 men, was loaded into railroad oars at the agsembly
camp of sﬁRED. The doors were shut o that nothing
would reveal the direction of the Journey and when they
were open after a long while we realized that we had
crogsed the Slovak frontier and were in ZWARDON. The
train had until then been guarded by Hlinka men but wag
now tsken over by 88, guards. After 2 few of the cars
had been uncoupled from our convoy we continued on our
way arriving at night at AUBCHWITZ, where we gtopped on
8 gide-track. The reason the other cars were left ve-
hind was apgarently the lack of room at AUSCHWITZ. They
joined us, however, a few days later. Upon arrival we
were pleced in rows of five and counted. There were 643 -
of us, After a walk of about 30 minutee with our heavy
packs (we had left Slovakia well equipped) we reached
the concentration canp of AUSCHWITZ. :

Ve were at once 16d into a huge barrack where on
the one side we had to deposit all our luggage and on:
the other side ocompletely undress leavi ng our olothes”
and valuables behind. Naked, we then progeeded to an
adjoining barrack where our heads snd bodies were shaved
and desinfeoted with lysol., At the exit every man was.
given a number which began with 38,800 in congeocutive
order, With this number in hand we werethen herded to
2 third barrack were so-oalled registration took place,
This consisted of tattooing the numbers we had rspoeived
in the second barrack on the left side of our cheat, ~The
extreme brutality with which this was effeoted made many
of us faint. The particulars of our identity were also
recorded. Then we were led in groups of a hundred into &
cellar, and later to a barrack where we were iasie:
ed prieoners clothes and wooden clogs. ‘This lasted until -
10 a.m. In the afternoon our prisoner’s outfit was taken
away from us again and replaced by the ragged and.dirgy. -

remaing of Rugsian uniforms. Thus equipped. we were matghrr—

ed off fo BIRKENAU, )

AUSCHYITZ is a concentreation démp for poliffﬁél ,
orisoners under so-called "protective oustody".” At the
time of my arrival, that is in Apri)l of 1943, there were *

about 15,000 prisoners in the camp, -the majority of whom % -

were Poles, Germans and civilian Russisns under protective

custody. A small number of prisoners ocame under the~
categories of oriminals and "work-shirkers". - :

AUBCHWITZ camp headquarters controls szt the same time
the work—camp of BIRKEWAU as well zs the farm labor cemp-
of HARKENSE. All the prisonsers arrive firat at AUSOHWITZ -
where they are provided with a prisoner’s immatrioulaticn -
number and then are either kept there, sent to BIRKENAU or,
in very small numbe r3, to HARUENSTE, 'ﬁhe prisoners receive

consecutive numbers upon arrival, Every number isg only

used once go that®*the last number alwaye corresponds to

sued sirip~"
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the number of prisonsrs actually in the camp., At the
time of our escape, that is o 8ay at the beginning of
April 1844, the number had risen up to 180,000, At the
outset the numbers were tattooed on the left breast, but:
later, due to their becoming blurred, on the left fore-
arm. -

All prismers, irrespective of category or national-
ity, are treated the seme. However, to faoi litate
identification, they are dietinguisﬁed by various oolour-
ed triangles sewed on the olothing on the left breast
under the immatriculation numbar, The first letter
indicates the nationality of the prisoner, This letter
(for instance "P" for Poles) appeara in the middle of
the triangle. The coloured triangles have the following
meaning i ) S

red triaﬁgle politioal prisoners under piotective

custody.

green " professionsl oriminals,

bleok * "dodgers" (labor”alaokers;, 'ant1-
socinls" (mostly Rugseians),

pink . homosexualg. iy

violet ®  Mambers of the religious sect of
*"Bibelforschaer", By

The Jewish prisoners differ f%bmrtné[Atyan*ﬁilssneré
in that their triangle (whioh in the mejority of cases ig
red) is turned into a Devid’s star by adding yellow points.

®ithin the enolosure of the camp of AUSCHWITZ there
are several faotories : & war produotion plant, Deutscher
Aufrliatungswerk (DAW), a faotory belonging to the KRUPP *0 .
works and one to,the—éIEMENSsooncern;**OUtHidé‘tHé*bound—
ary of the oamp is a tremendous plant :covering geveral -
square kilometers named "BURA",  The prisoners work in: all
the aforementioned factories, R e L

The prisoners’ actual living quarteré,;ifisqu é:térmif
may at all be used, inside the oAmp proper- ¢over an area ;-

--of approximately 500 by 300 meteérs surrounded by a double - -

row of ooncrete posts about 2 meters high whiohrareiconneqt—-'
ed (both inside and outside) to one mnother by & dense T
netting of high~-tension wires ‘Tixed into the pos ta by
lators. Betwsen these two rows of posts, at interwals :
150 meters, theve mre 5 meters high watoh-towers, equipped
with machi ne-guns and searchlights, In front of the inner :
high~tension circle theve is further an ordinary wire fenoe."
¥erely touching thias fence is answered by a stream .of - ‘
bullets from the watoch-towers. This systen 18 c¢alled "the
8mall or inner chain of sentry posts®, . The caup itself is*
composed of three rows of houses, 'Between the first and
segond row is the onmp street and batween the second and.
third there_used to be a wall. The Jewish girls deported
from 8lovakfa in March and Aoril 1942, over 7,000 of them,
lived in the houses separated by thig wall vy 4o the, middle




of August 1943, After these girls had been removed to
BIRKENAU the wall between the secong and third row .of
houses was removed, The camp entry road oute acrosas the
row of houses while over the entrance gate, whigh g of
gourse slways heavily guarded, stands the ironio in-
soription : "work brings freedom”, B

At a radius of some 3,000 meters the whola ocemp is
encircled by a second line called *The big or outer chain
of sentry posta” also with watoh~towers every 150 meters,
Between the inner ang outer chain of sentry posts are the
factories and other workshops., The towersg of the,inngr
chain are only manned at night when the high~tension

the inner cirele of posts at night ig completely impossiblc,
and the towers of the outer chain are so olose to one ane , : -
other (one every 150 meters, i.e, giving each tower g e REANE N
seotor with a 75 meters radius to watoh%, that approacht : >

<> unnoticed is out of the gquestion, The guarda 8hoot withe
out warning. The garrison of the outer chain is withdrawn
at twilight, but only efter it has been agsoertained that B B T
811 the prisoners are within the inner oircle., If ¢he *0Llle B AR I S |
onll reveals that a prisoner ig missing, sirens imrediate~- b P
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The men in the outer chain remain in their towers on
the look~out, the inner chain is maned, and a systematic
search is begun by hundreds of 88 guards and bloodhounds,
The siren brings the whole surrounding countryside to a
state of alarm so that if ty miracle the escapee has been
sucocessful in getting through the guter chain he is near-
ly certain %o be caught by one of the numerous German
police and 88. patrols. The éscapee is furthermore handi-
capped by his oclean-shaven head, his striped prisoner’s
outfit or red patohes sewn on his clothing, and the pasgive-
ness of the thoroughly intimidated inhabi tants. The mere
faoct of neglecting to give information on the ‘whereabouts
of a prisoner, not to speak of extending help, is punished
by death, Provided that the prigoner has not been caught
sooner, the garrison of the outer chain of sentry posts
remains on the watch for three days and nights after which
delay it is presumed that the esocapee has succeeded in
breakirng through the double circle. The following night
the outer guard is withdrawn. If the escapee is caught
alive he is hanged in the presence of the whole camp but
1f he is found dead, his body - wherever it may have been
located -~ is brought back to ocamp (it is easy to identify.
the corpse by means of the tattooed number) and seated al
the entrance gate, a small notige clasped in his hands,
reading : "Here I am”, During our two years imprisonment
many attempts to escape were made by prisoners but, with '
the exception of two or three, all were brought back dead -
or alive, It is not known whetheT the 3 or 3 escapees who
were not caught actually managed t0 get away. It ean
however be asserted that among the Jews who were deported
from SLOVAKIA to AUSOHWITZ or BIFKENAU, we are the only
two who were lucky enough to save ourselves.

As-stated previously, we were transferred from AUSCH-
WITZ to BIRKENAU on the day of our arrival, L

Actually there is no such district as-BIRKENAU, Eveén
the word BIRKENAU is new in that it has been "adopted® e
from the nearby birch forest (BREZINSKY).'.The district .

now called BIRKENAU wag and is still calleda"RAJSKA"'by"”', W
the local population. The existing camp center of BIRKENAU"
lies. 4-kilometers distant from AUSCHWITZ, The;outsr.coﬁtrolrj‘
zones of both BIRKENAU and AUSCHWITZ meet and are merely: ::
separated by a2 railway track. - We never found anyth ng out -
aboaxt NEW~BERUN, probably about 30 to 40 kilometersiaway
which, oddly enough, we had to imd icate as postal district

for BIRKENAU. - S

At the time of our-arrival:in BIRKENAU we found there
only one huge kitchen for 15,000, people and three stone
buildings, two of which were completed and one under con-
struction, The buildings were surrounded by an -ordinary
barbed wire fence. The prismers were housed in -these
bulldifngs and in others later constructed. ~All are built
according to a standard model. Each houge is about 30
meters 1on§ and 8 to 10 meters wide. Whereas the height
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of the walls hardly exceeds 3 meters the roof is dip~
proportionately high = about 5 meters =, 80 that the
house givea the impression of a stable surmounted by a
large hay~loft., There is no inner ceiling, 80 that

the room reaches a height of ? meters in the ocenter; in
other words the pointed roofing reats direotly on the
four walls, The room is divided in two by & partition
running its whole length down the middle and fitted with
an opening to enable cormunication bsiween the %wo parts
thus aeparated. Along both side-walls ss well'ag slmg
the middle partition, two parallel floors, some 80 centi-
meters apart, have been built which are in turn divided
into small celle by vertical partitions., Thus there are
3 floors : the ground floor and the two built in the
side-wallas. Nomelly 3 people live in each cubiole,' As
oan be judged-from the dimensions indiocated, these ocubioc-
les are $00 narrow for a man to0 lie stretched out and not
high enough for him to sit upright. There %8 no question
of having enough apace to stand upright. In this way
some 4 to 500 people are acoommodated in one house or
"Blook®, mas they are also omlled. & ‘ o

The present camp of BIRKENAU govers an ares of gome
1600 by 500 meters which is surrounded - similar to AUS-
CHYITZ = by & so-called small or inner chain of sentry : : R
posts. Work is now prooeeding on.a still larger ocmpound - : I
which 18 to be added later on to the already existing i Loyt
ocamp. The purpose if this extensive planning is not known
to us, T

Within & radius of 3 kilometers as with AUSCHWITZ,
BIRKENAU, 18 also surrounded by an outer chain of gentry . .

posts with the same type of watoh system as at AUSCH¥ITZ. -

The bulldings we found on our arrival had-been erect~
o ed by 13,000 Ruseisn prisoners of war brought there {n .
December 1941, 1In severe winter weather: they had to work - -
under inhuman corditions as & result of wiich modt of ‘them, .
with the exception of a small number emrloyed in the kit~ ..
chen, died of exposure. They were numbered from I to .-
13,0007 in a series which had no: oonnection with the ordinary.
camp numbering system previously desoribed. .. Whenever -fresh
convoys of Rugsian prisoners arrived, ‘they were not igaued

the ourrent AUSCH®ITZ prisoner numhers, but received those .
of deceased Rusmsians in the 1 $o 12,000 geries, =14 18 there-"
fore diffioult to esti.mate howhany priscners of this cate- .
gory pasged through the camp, Apparently Russgians ware . ) L
trangferred to AUSCHWITZ or RIRKENAU on diseoiplinery grounds
from regular prisoner of war oamps. We found what remasined’
of the. Rugsians in a terrible state of destitution and ne~ - -
glaect 1iving in the unfinighed building wisthout the slight~
est protection mpainst ocold or rain, . They died "en masse®,
HMundreds and thousands of their bodics were buried super-
ficially, spresding a stench of -pestilience, “‘lLater we had

to exhume and burn the corpses. 3 :
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A week befores our arrival in AUSORWITZ, the first .

group of Jews reached the ocAmp ¢ (the women were dealt -

i with separately and received numbers parallel to those

: of the men; the Slovak women received serial numbers from
1 to 8,000} 1,330 naturalized French Jews from Paris.
They were numbered from 37,500 onwards, ‘It is olear,
therefore, that between this French group and our convoy,
no other men arrived in AUSCHWITZ, since we have already
pointed out that our numbers started with 38,600, We
found the 700 French Jews who were still alive in terrible
oondition, the missing 800 having died within a week
after their arrival.

The following ostegories wers housed in the hree
oompleted bgildings : ’ e

I. The so-called "prominencia®” -} professional ori-
winals and older Polish politioal prisoners who. were in
charge of the administration of the oamp.

II. The remsinded of the French Jews, nemely some oo ; T

700,

III. The 843 originel SBlovak Jews to whon were. added
a few days later those who had been left at ZWARDON.

1V. Those Russiane who were still alive and housed- : -
in the unfinished building as well as _in the open air -and Co Lo
vhose numberes diminighed so repidly that as & group they : e
are socarcely worth mentioning. g _ N ; PR

Together with the remeining Russian prisoners the
Slovak Jews worked at the construction of buildings, ‘where~-
88 the French Jews hed to do spade work. After 3 days, I . .
vas ordered, together with 200 other Slovak Jews, to WoTk =
in the German armament factories ot AUSCHYITZ but. we gon-.
- tinued to be housed in BIRKENAU, Fe left early in the . -
) zmorning returning at night and worked in the ‘carpentry ‘shop .
as well as on road omnstruction, Our-food:consisted of 1
litre of turnip-soup at midday and 300 grams of bad bread -
in the evening. Working ccnditione,wersi1nconoéivab1y—hard;~
- 80"that the majority of us, wenkened by starvation and the.

inedible food, could not etand it. The mortality was @0’
high that every day our group 0f-200 had 30-'to 35 dead. ) G
¥any waere sinply beaten to death by the ovarseers: he THE
"Capos" - during work, without the slightestsprovoeation, 0 - o
The gaps in our ranks caused by these deaths were replaged” . = %
daily by prisoners from RIRKENAY. Our return at night was:
extremeély painful and éangerovs, as we had to drag eleng - -
over a distance of 5 kilomaters our toola, Pire wood, heavy
“onldrons And the bodies of those who had died or: had been

killed during the working day. With these heavy ‘loada we

! : ’ were forced to maintain a brigk pace and-anyone. inocurring

; the displeasure of one of the "0anos® was omelly knocked

. down, if not beaten to death, Until the arrival of the

o o - 8econd grbun d Slovak men anme 14 davs later, our original

| number ha4 dwindled to 150. At night =e were oounted;  the

| : bodies of the dead were niled up on flat, narrow-gauvce napre
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or in a8 truck and brought to the birch forest (BREZINSKY)
where they were humt in a trench seversl meters deep and
about 15 meters long. Every day on our way to work we

met a working party of 300 Jewish girls from Slovakia who
were employed on ground work in the vicinity. They were
dreseed in 0ld Russian uniform rags and wors wooden clogs.
Their hesds were sheven and unfortunately we could not
epeak to thenm.

Until the middle of May 1943, a total of 4 cénvoys
of make Jews from Slovakia, arrived at BIRKENAU and all
redeived similar treatment to ours.

From the lat and 3nd transports 120 men were chosen
(including myself) and placed at the disposal of the ad-
ministration of ‘the camp of AUSOHWITZ whi oh was in need:
of doctors, dentists, intellectusls and olerks., This I
group oconsisted of 80 Slovak and 30 French Jewa, As I o E R
had in the meantime managed to work my way up to & good : :
position in BIRKENAU ~ being in command-of a group of 6O
men, whioch had brought me considerable advantage - 1 s%
firat felt reluotent to leave for AUSCHWITZ, Howaver, I
was finally persunded to m and left, After 2 days, 18
doctors and attendants as well as three further persons
were gelected from this proup of 130 intellectuzls, . The :
doetors were used in the "sick building® or "hospital® . - - T
At AUSCHYITZ, while we thrse were ment back to BIRKENAU, :
¥y 2 gomrades, Tadislav Braun from Trnavs and frosgz from
Trbové (7}, both of whom have since died, were sent to
the Alovek block while I was ordered %o the French sec~
tion where we were employed at collecting "personal data®
and at "nursing the eick", The remaining 90 persons were
sent to work in the pravel pit where they sll d ied within
a gshort time. ’ c

Shortly thereafter a so-called "siok-building™: -
(¥rankenbau) wns set up, It was destined to become: the
much dresded "Rlook 7" where at first 1. was chief attend—
»nt and later administrator. The cohief of this "infirm=
B8TY" weRs 8 Pole named Viktor Yordarki, prisoner -No, 3550,
Aotuelly this building wse nothing else than an adsembly
centre for death candidates. "All prismers incapable, of
working were gent there. There was no Guedtion of any. P
medical attention or care, We had some 150 desd daily end i o

Lo

their bodies ware aent for oremation to AUSCHWITZ..

At the mame time the so-called "seleotions" were in- .
troduced. Twice weekly, MNondays and Thursdays, the camp
toctor indiceted the number of prisoners who were to be
gagssd and then burned. These "maleateea" were loaded
into trucke and brourht to the Birgh Forest. Thoge still
alive upon arrival were gmssed in a big barrack erected
near the trench used for burninz the bedies,  The weekly
fdraft® in dead from "Block 7" wmas sbout 2,000, of whonm
1,200 ded of natural *"death” and about 800 through "se-
lection". :For timae who had not been "selected™ 2 death
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certifi cate was issued and sent to the central sdminis~
tration at ORANIENBURG, whereas for the "selectees" a
special register was kept with the indiocation *8.B,"
("sonderbehandelt® - special treatment). :Until Janusry
15, 1243, up to which time I was administrator of "Bloeck
7% and thersfore in a position to direotly observe happen-
ings, some 50,000 prisoners died of “natural death" or by
"gselaction',

As previously desoribed, the prisonere were numbsered
congeécutively so that we are able to reconstruet fairly
clearly their order of sucoession and the fate whioch be-
fell each separate convoy on arrival.

The first male Jewish transport reachi ng AUSCHWITZ
for BIRKENAU, was composed, as mentioned, of 1,330 naturaii~
zed Frenoch Jews bearirng pproximatelx tha following numbers $

37,400 ~ 38,600

38,600 - 29,600 1In April 1843, the firat oonvoy of Slovak S
Jews (our oanvoy). Iy e

39,600 - 28,700 100 men (Aryans) from various congentra~
tion camps.

39,700 - 33,700 3 complete convoys of Slovak Jews. .

33,700 - 33,100 400 professional oriminales (Aryans) from T
Harsaw nrisons.‘%_"ﬁ . e

33,100 - 35,000 1800 Jews from Oredow.

35,000 - 38,000 1000 Poles (Aryans) - politiosl nrisoners.
36,000 -~ 37,300 1In May 1843 ~ 1300 Slovak Jﬂws from
LUBLIN-MAJDANEK, - : . .
37,300 - 37,900 800 Poles (Aryans)— from RADOJ, amongst T
- them & few Jews. .

37,800 -~ 38,000 100 Poles from the coqoentration camp of
DACHAU,

33,000 ~ 28,400 400 French thurulized Jewa who a*rived
with their famllies.

This whole convoy annsisted of: about I, 600 1ndividuals :
of whom approximately 2007girls and 400 men were admitted-
to the camp, while thé remaini 1,000 persona (women, oxd -
peopls, children as weldl as men) were ‘sgnty wifhout further -
procedure from the railroad eiding directly t6 the Birch
forest, and there gassed-and burnt, = From this moment on - %
all Jewish convoys were deslt with in the ssme manner. :
Approximately 10 % of the ‘men and 5 % of the women were
allotted to ‘the camps and the remaining membere were imme~
diately gassed, This process of extermination had already -
- - been applied earlier to the Polish Jews.- During lag months,
; ) without interruption, trucks brought thousands of Jews from- -
i N ’ the various "ghettos" direoct: %0 the pit in the "Birkenwald"

i ' . 88,400 - 38,300 800 naturalized French Jews, the rema*n—'
: der of the convoy wes - as previously
desoribed ~ gassed.
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39,800 - 40,000 800 Poles (Aryans), poli tiocal prisoners,

40,000 - 40,150 150 S8lovak Jewa with their famil les,
Outside of a group of 5O girle aent to the women’s
camp, all other members were gassed in the Birch foress.

Amorng the 150 men who came to ocamp there was a certain
Zucker (Christian name unknown) and Sonnenachein, Viliam,
both frox Eastern Slovakia.

40,1650 ~ 43,800 approx, 4,000 French naturalized Jews,

almost all intellectusls. 1,000 women were dirfected to
the women’s ocamp, while the balance of about 3,000 pergons
were gassed in tﬁe usual manner.

43,800 = 44,300 400 Slovak Jews from LUBLIN, inoluding

Hatej Klein and No. 438230, Helloch Laufer from Eastern
Slovakia. This convoy arrived on June 30, 1842,

44,300 - 45,000 300 Slovak Jews, The convoy consisted of

1,000 persons. A numbsr of women were sent %o the women’s
camp, the rest geesed in the Birch wood. Amongithe prison~
ers sent to camr were ! Jozef Zelmanovio, Snins - Adolf
Kehan, Bratislave - Walter Reichmann, Sucany = Eether Kahan,
Bratislava, I had the opportunity to speak to the latter

on April 30, 1844. She is the "Blook eldest" in the women’s
canp. =

45,000 ~ 47,000 2,000 Frenohmen (Aryans), cormuniste and

other political prisoners, among whom were the brother of
Thorez snd the young brother of Léon Blum.. -The latter was
atrociously tortured, then gassed ang burned. .

47,000 = 47,500 500 Jews ffor Holland, in the majority
German emigrants., The rest. of the convoy,.
about 2,500 persone, gessed. .= .. UL

47,500 - 47,800 About 300 so-called Russians under pro~
teotive custody. : - P g

48,%90,— 48,830 320 Jews from Slovakia., “About 70 girls
were transferred to the women®s camp, the remainder, some .
B850 people, gassed in the Biroch wood. This convoy included.
about 80 people who had been handed 6ver by the Hungarisn
police to the oamp of SERID,” Others from this. convoy.
Dr. Zoltan Vandel (since deceased) - Holz (Christian name-
uanknown), butcher from PITETANY, lateér sent to WARSAW ~ :
¥iklos Engel, %ilina ~ Chaim Xetsz, Snina, now employed in
the "mortuary® (his wifs and 6 chi ldren were gassedl. »

49,000 ~ 64,800 15,000 naturalized French, Belgien and Dutoh
Jews. This figure certainly represents lems than 10 % of .
tha total convoy. This was betwean July 1st znd September
156, 1943, Large family oconvoys arrived from various Xuropean
countrias and were at once directed to the Birech wood.’ The
special squad ("Sonderkommando®) emvleyed for gagging and
burning.worked in day and night shifts.  Rundrass af fhou-
sznds of Jews wers gmsaed during this period, i

" o
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64,800 - 65,000 200 Slovek Jews. Out of this transpors i

about 100 women were admitted to the camp, the rest of =
them gassed and burnt. Among the newly arrived were :

Ludwig Kat2, Zilina - Avri Burger, Bratislava - Fpprad

(wife dead) - Mikulas S8teiner, Povazeke Bystrioa - Juraj

Fried, Trenecin - Buchwald - Josef Rosenwasser, Eastern

slovakia - Julius Neuman, Bardejov - Sandor Wertheimer,

Vrbove - Misi Wertheimer, Vrbove - Bela Blau, Zilina,

65,000 - 68,000 Naturalized French, Belgian anq Dutch

Jews, Not more than 1,000 women were selected and sent
to the oamp. The others, at the lowest eatimate 30,000,
ware gassed,

71,000 - 80,000 Naturalized Frenoh, Belgian and Dutgh
Jews., The prisoners brought to the camp, hardly re=

present 10 4 of the total tronsport. A conservative ' i ' \<)
estimate would be that approx. 85 & 70,000 persons were -E R
gassed, .

On December 17, 1842, the 200 young Slovak Jews, the - - - P
go~cslled "spscial squadh employed in gaasing and burning S .
the condemnsd, were in turn executed at BIRKINAU, They

were exeouted for having planned t0 mutiny end eéscepe; A

Joew betrayed their preparations, This frightful Job hag i
to be taken over by a group of 200 Polish Jews who had' - .- g
just arrived at camp from MAKOW, Amecng those executed e R §
were ! Alexander Weiss, Fero Wagner, OskaT 9ghainer, , = [ | -
Dezider Wetzler, Aladar 9pitzer, and Vojtech-Yeiss, all. B R
from Trnava, .

The change thus effected in the "gpecial squad? de—.: . _ e
prived us of a valuable contmot whigh goon had a detriment- i S
al effect on our "private supplies*,  In spite of *having
all their luggage confiscated at AUSCHWITZ,  these "death
convoys® brought with them considarable sums in foreipgn

:gurrenay, especially paper and gold dollsrs, large quan~ - . -
tities of gold jewelry agd valuable stones as well+ag food~ "' -
stuffs. Although all veluables naturally had . to be i
surrendered it was unavoidable that articlas found 4n - . SR T !
gearching the clothing of the deoeased,(espﬁgially'gola*.; Ll R e
dollars) disappeared into ‘the pogkets of our bvoys. In ¢his* = - Lo
way they brought considerable mesns into-the cgmp,jpdg to
speak of foodstuffs, Officially nothing could be bought
with this money in the camp but one could do congiderable:-
"treding® with 5.9, guards or other civilian workmen em-
nloyed as speoialistg on various jobg in the camp who. hagd
the opportunity %o bring with them food and cigarettes,
The prices were-naturally in relation to the abnormal oir-
cumstonosess For a few 100 ciparettes one had to produgce -
& 20 doliar gold coin, Barterinr also flourished, " The :

i - inerease in price had no effsct on us as we had money enough, T

_ Through the "apecial squad” we were also able to exchangze" : L

~oux raga for the better clothing of +the gasged, ‘The qg0at : . : .
I am still wearing to-day belonged %6\ a Dutch Jew and on
the 1lining one can 84111 ses the label of #n Amsterdsm tai-
lor, : . L

e




The men belonging to the "apecial squad® lived se~-
parately. On acoount of the dreadful smell spread by
them people had but little ocontact with them, Besides
they were eclwaye filthy, destitute, half wild and extra~
ordinarily brutal and ruthlese. It wae not uncommon %o
seée one of them kill another., This was considered by
the others e sensation, a change. One simply recorded
that number so-and-so ﬂad died, .

Onoe I was an eye-witness when a young Polish Jew
named Jossel demonatrated "scientifio® murder on s Jew
in the presence of an 88, guard. He used no weapon,
merely his bare hands, to kill his viotim,

No, 80,000 marks the beginning of the systematic
extermination of the Polish ghettos,

80,000 - 85,000 approx. 5,000 Jews fron various ghettos
~ An MLJAWA ~ MAKOW — ZIOHENOW ~ LOMZA -
GRODNO ~ BIALOSTOKS:

For fully 30 days truck-gonvoys arrived without
interruption., Only 5,000 persons wére sent to the
congentration camp ail the others were gassed: at
onoce. The "speoiai squad" worked in two shifts, 24

-houre daily and was scarcely able to cope with:the .
gassing and burning. Without;exaggerating”it/may be
8aid that out of these convoys: some* 80-to 90,000 re-
ceived "special treatment". These transports also
brought in a considerable smount of money, valuables
and precious stones. : i

85,000 - §2,000 6,000 Jews from GROTNO, RIALOSTOK and- . -

CRACOY as well as 1,000 Aryen Poles. The ‘majority of-
the Jewish convoys were directly.gassed snd daily -
aba t 4,000 Jews were driven into. the gaa chambers,

During mid-January 1642 3 ‘convoys-of 3,000 per<:
son3 each from THERFSIENSTALT arrived. They bore the
deaignations "QU* "QOR" ang "RT, (The meaning of

ti¢hese signs is unknown to ua), . These markings wera
also stamped on their luggage. Out:-0f ‘these 8,000+
parsons.-only 800 men.snd 300 women were admitted to
the ocamp. The remainder. was gassed, #

i

89,000 ~ 100,000 © End of January 1643 1a:§§6eonv¢§¢'BA-
French and Dut el Jews arrived : only .
a gamall proportion of- them reached

the camp.,

109,000 - 102,000 In Februery 1943, 3,000 Aryan Poles,
mostly intelleotuals. - o :

108,000 ~ 103,000 200 Ozech Aryans., Luoter, those still
& alive were sent to BUCHENWALD. .

=

Oé,OQQ =~ 108,000 : 3,000 French and Dutoh Jews,aﬁé R
. i Poles (Aryans).
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Buring shs wonth of Februmry 1943, 3 contingents -
arrived daily. They included Polish, French and
Duteh Jews who, in the main, were sent to the gas
chambera, The number gassed during this month ean
well be estimated nt 80,000,

At the end of February 1943 a new modern corematorium
and gassing plant was inaugurated at RIRKENAU, The gaa~
ging end burning of the bodies in the Birch forest was
1isoontinued, the whole job being taken over by the four -
apeoially built crematoria. The large ditoh was filled
in, the ground levslled and the ashes used as before for
fertilizer at the farm labour camp of HERMENSE, so that
to-day it 1g almost impogsible to find traces of the
dreadful mass murder which_took place hera,
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RovgH GrounD PLAN OF
CREMATORIA:TYPES L 21 IN PIRKENAU

At present thsre are four orematoria in-operation at
- BIRKENAU, two large ones, I end 1I, and two smaller ones,
IIT and IV. Those of type I 2nd 11 comsist of 3 parts,
i.2. : a) the furnace room; b) the large hall;-and ¢) the
zas chamber. A huge chimney rises from the furnace Toom =
around which are grouped niné furnacese, each having four
openings, Tach opening can take three normal corpses.at .
once and after an hour and a half the bodies are.complete="
ly burnt, This corresponds to a ‘daily capaocity of about -
4,000 bodies, Nemt to:thisiis a large "receptionhall® . ..
which is arranged ®» as to give the impression of the~anti=
. chamber of a bathing establishment. It holds 3,000 people
and apparently there is a similar walting room on the Co
floor below.  From there a door and a few steps lead down
into the very lomg and narrow gas chamber, The walls of
thig chamber are aleo camouflaged with simulated entries
t0 shower ‘rooms in order %o mislead the viotims. The roof
P : ls fitted with 3 traps which can be hermetioally closed
) from,the outside, A track leads from the gas chamber o~
warde the furnace room. The gassing takes place as followa$ - P e
the unfortunate victims sre brought into hall (b) where , = venf
they are told to undress, To gomplete the fiction that e .
~they are going to bathe, each person receives a towel and a
small piece o somp issued by two men- clad in white occats.

|
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Then they are orowded into the gas chamber (¢) in such
numbers that there is of ‘ocourse only standing room, To .
corpress this crowd into the narrow space shots are often
fired to induoce those already at :the far end to huddle
sti11 clogar together. VWhen averybody is inside the

heavy doores are closed. Then there ia a:short pause,
prasumably to allow the room temperature to rise to a oger-
tain level, after which 88, men with gas masks c¢limb on
the roof, open the traps and shake down & preparation in
rowder form out of tin cans labelled "OYKLON" “"For use’
against vermin® which are manufmctured by a Hamburg con~
caern, It is presumed that the is a "CYANIDE! nmixture of
some sort which turns into gas st a certain temprature.
After 3 mirutes everyone in the chamber is dead, No one
is known to have survived this ordeal, although it wes not
unconmon ‘to discover signe of life af%er the primitive
meagures amployed in the Birech wood. The chamber is then
opened, alired and the "epecial squad" cesrts the -bodies on
flat trugka to the furnace rooms where the burning takes
place. Crematoria III and IV work on nearly the same
princivle but their ocapacity ia only half as large. Thus .
the total capacity of thafour oremating send gassing plants
at BIYKENAU amounts to about 8,000 daily. i :

On principle ocnly Jews are gassed; Aryang very ssldom,
as they are usually given "special treatment" by shooting.
Before the crematoria were put into.serviee, the shooting
tcok place in the Bikeh wood and the bodies weres burnt in -
the long trenchj later, however, execbtl ons %90k place in
the large hall of one of the orematoria which has been
provided with a special installation for this -purpose.

Prominent guests from Beriin;wéré?preaeﬁtf&%~jha

inauguration of the first cremtorium in ¥arch 184%.. The

"program” consisted of the gassing and burning of 8,000 -

Cracow Jews., The guests, both officers and civilians, = - .

were extremely satl sfied with the results and the gpecial:
pesp-hole fitted into the door of-the gas chamber was in
‘constznt use. They were lavish in thaeir praise of this
newly erected installation, e

106,000 - 119,000 At the beginning of ¥
Jews arrived frow Ssloniki. 10,000 of them came to the
camp inoludirg a small percentage .of the womén; some.
70,000 however went straight to the cremating establish-
went, - 0f the 10,000 nesrly all died & short time later

- from.e contageous 1llnees resembling malsris. . They also
died of typhus due o the general aonditions prevailing
in the oamp. ’ L ) . : ! L

& |

Falgrie smong the Jews snd tyshus took such 4011 'among

the nrisoners -in generzl that the "sélections" were = 0 -

arch 1843, 45,000°
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temporarily suspended. The contaminated Greek Jews wore '

ordered to present themselves and in spite of our repeated
warnings many of them did, They were 211 killed by intra-

of the medical corps assisted by impriasoned (Ozeoh dootors.
The latter : Dr, Honga Cespira, of Prague (previously in
BUCHENWALD) and Dr. Zdenik STI&H,'also from Prague via
BUCHENWALD, did their utmost to alleviate the sufferings
of these viotims.

Out of the 10,000 Greex Jews, some 1,000 men remained
alive and wers later ament together with 500 other Jews,
to do fortification work in Warsaw, A few weeks later
several hundred came baok in a pitiful state and were
immediately gassed, The Temainder presumably died in War-
saw, 400 Greek Jews suf fering from melaria were sent for
"further treatment® to LUBLIN after the Phenol injections
had been stopped and 1t appsars that they actually arrived.
Their fate 18 not known to us, but: it ecan be taken for
granted that out of the original nigmber of 10,000 Jews not

one eventuslly remained in the oa .

Simul taneously with the stoppinngf the "geleotions®
the murdering of prisonere was forbidden. Prominent murderers
such asg o : )

the Reich German professional ocriminale Alexander“Neumann;

Zimmer, Albert Haemmerle, Rudi Osteringer, Rudi Bachert, and
the poiitioal prisoners Alfred Kien and Alolts Stahler, were.
punished for repeated murder and had to make written decla-—

ration that they had killed so and so many prisonsrs,

At the beginning of 1947 the,politioalreect;onéoffﬂvscﬂ- T
WITZ received 500,000 diechargs'oertificatesfand we thought ‘
with i1ll-concealed Joy, that at least a few of ug would-be
liberated. Rut the forms were simply filled out with the

namee of those gassed and filed away ‘in “the archives, - -

118,000 - 120,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) frou the PAWIAK

peni tentiary in Warsaw;

130,000 - 133,000 3,000 Greek Jews part of whom were gent
i t0 replace “their comrades in Warsaw.
The ragginder;quiokly;died;gf4'

133,000 - 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryens) from RADON
© TARNOW, | o

- 184,000 ~ 136,000 2,000 from mized Aryan convoys.

In the meantime ceaseless convoys of Polish and a8 few
French and Belgian Jews ‘arrived and withouts exception were
dispatahad;to the gas chamberg, Among . them was & transport .-
of 1,000 Polish Jews from MAJDANEX which included three o
8lovaks, one of whom was & certain Spira from Stropkow or
Vranov, : ' : o
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The flow of convoys ubruptlg oeased at the end of
July 1843 and there was a short breathing space. The
crematoria were thouroughly cleaned, the installations
repaired and prepared for further use. On August 3rd,
the killing machine again went into operation, The first
' convoys consisted of Jews from BENZBURG and SO0SNOWITZ and

others followed during the whole month of Auguet.

133,000 = 136,000 only 4,000 men and & very small number

of women were brought to the camp. Over 35,000 were
gassed, Of the aforementicned 4,000 men, uuny died as
a result of bad treatment, hunger or illness; gome were ) S SR AP
‘even murdered. The main responnibility for these tra- & N
gedies 1lies with the oriminal TYN (e Reich German) from ’ g iy
the concentration camp of SAQOHSERHAUSEN and the Polish
political prisoner No. 8518, Miecsislav KATERZINBKI ’
from Warsaw.

The "selections® were introduced again and this
time to a murderous extent, especially in the women’s
camp, The oamp doctor, an 98, "Hauptsturmfihrer" and
the son or nephew of tﬁe police president of Berlin (we G S
forget his name) outdid all the others in brutality. - , & S e
The selection system hae been ocontinued ever since, un- :
til our esoape. :

137,000 =~ 138,000 At the end of August 1,000 Poles came
fror the PAWIAK prieon and 80 Jewe B
from Greece, %4; -

138,000 ~ 141,000 3,000 men from vafio&a_Aryan transporte.

142,000 -~ 145,000 A% the beginning of September 1943
3,000 Jews arrived from Polish working
camps and Russian prisoners.of war;

148,000 - 162,000 During the week 10110w1ng Septenmte r 7
# 1943 family transports of Jews arrived
P from THERESIENSTADT. They enjoyed quite an exoeptional
status which was incorprehensible to us.  The families.
were not separated and not a single ons- of then received
*the customery and "normal® ges treatment. Their heads
were not even shaven, they were able to keep their .
luggage and were lodged in a 'separate section of the 1 -
camp, men, women and children together...The men were - SR
not forced to work and a‘school was even setiup™for the .~ = g
children under the direction of Fredy HIRSOH (Mskabi, - =~
Frague). They were allowed to corrsspond freely. The
worst they had to undergo wes mistreatment at the hands
of their camp eldest, a certain professional criminal
by the name of Arno BUHM, prisoner No. 8. Our astonish-
ment increased when we learned of the official indication
- glven %6 thisa special transport @ :

ngpe - tranaport of Cgzech Jews with
& ‘months quarantine -

%e very well knew what "SB" meant ('Sonderbehandlung")
but could not understand the long period of 6 man the
quarsntine and the generally clement treatment this group
received, . The longest quarantine period we -had witnessed
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¢ they as usual received numbers. between'l end 13,000, . °

g0 far was o..ly three weeks. Towerds t.-; end of the six
months’ period, however, we became convinced that the
fate of these Jews would be the same as thatof moat of

the others -~ the gas chamber., We ¢tried to get in touvch
with the leader of this group and explain their lot and
what they had to expeot. 8Some of them declared (espsoial~
1y Fredy HIRSOH who seemed to enjoy the full confidence

of his companions) that if our fears took shape they would
organise resistance. The membsrs of the "special aquad®
also ewore that they would join the movement. Thus, some
of them hoped to instigate & general revolt in the camp.
On March 8, 1644 we heard that the orematoria were being
prepared to receive the Czech Jaws. I hastened to inform
Fredy HIRSOH and begged him to take immediate aotion as
they had nothing to loose, He replied that he recognized
his duty, Before night-fall I again orept over: to the
Czech oamp where I learned that Fredy HIRSOH was dying;

he had poisoned himself with luminal. The next day, Wsrch
7, 1944, he was taken, unconscious, alomg with his 3,781
conrades who had arrived at BIRKENAU on September 7, 1843,
on trucks, to the orematoria and gessed. The young people
went to tﬁeir death singing, but to our great disapoint-
ment nobody revolted. The men of .the "sped sl squagd"
ready to join, waited in vain. Some 500 elderly peopie
had died during quarantine., Of all -these Jews only 11-

twins were left alive, They are being subjected to various

medical testa at AUSCHWITZ, and when we left BIRKENAQ
they were still alive. Among the gasred was Rozgi FUﬁBT,
from S8ERED, A week before the gassing, that ig_ to say on
dargh let., 1844, everyone in the Czech gmw up in the-ocamp
had been msked to inform his reletives sbout-his well
being, The letters had ® be dated Mareh 33 to 25, 1844
and they were requested to ask for food parcels.

153,000 ~ 154,000 1,000 Polish aryans from the PAVIAK
penitentiary. P T e e

'P'IB—U'Y

165,000 - 159,000 During October and November 1843, 4,000
persons from various prisons and smaller transports of
Jews from BENZBURG and vieinity who had been driven out
of their hiding places; also a group of Rugsians under
protective oustody from the WINSK and VITEBSK regions. -

. Some more Ruseian prisoners of war arrived.and asg stated -

180,000 -~ 185,000 In December 1843, 5,000 men ‘o
from Dutoh, French, Belgiasn transports and;vf’ the :
firet time, Italian Jews from FIUME, TRIESTE and”ROME, *
Of these at leaet 30,000 were immediately gassed. The
mortality among these Jews was very high and in sddi~
tion the "seleotion” system was still decimting all
ranks, The bestiality of the whole procedure reached -
its culminating point between January 10th and 24th, -
1844 when even young and heslthy persons irrespective
of profession or working clagsifioation - with the -ex~
ception of dooctors = were ruthlessly "selected™. .

RS
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Every single prisoner was called up, a striot

control was establigshed to see that all were present
and the "selection® proceeded under the supervision of
the same ocamp doctor (son . or nephew of the Polioce )
President of Berlin) and of the Commandant of BIRKENAU,
89 "Untersturmfiihrer® SORWARZHUBTR, The 'in:itmarz'
had in the meantime been transferred from "Bleck 7% %o
e separate section of the camp where oonditions had be-
come quite bearable. I inmates, nevertheless, were
gassed to the last man. Apart from this group, this
general action cost some 3,500 men and over 6,000 women
the ir lives. G

165,000 ~ 168,000 On Decembsr 30, 1843 a further group
of 3,000 Jews arrived fron THERESIENSTADT. The convoy
was listed under the same oategory as the one whigh hed
reached the camp on September 7, i,e, "8B" -~ transport
Czech Jews with 6 months quarantine". On their arrivai,
men, women and children all joined the September group.

They enjoyed the same privileges ms their predecessors.
24 hours before the gassing of the firast group took
place, the latest arrivals were separated from the rest
and piaced in another part of the camp were they still
are at present, Since the{ know what their fate is to
ba, they are already planning organised resistance,
under the leadership of Ruzenka LAUFSOHNER and Hugo
LANGSFELD, both from Prague. They are gradually collect-
ing benzine and other conbustible goods and intend to -
set the blocks of their section. on fire when the Gruoial
moment comes. Thelr quarantine: ends' on-June 30, 1844,

168,000 - 170,000 1,000 people in small groups, Jews,
Poles and Russians under protective custody.,.

170,000 ~ 171,000 1,000 Poles and Russians and & number —
: of Yougoslaves.

171,000 ~ 174,000 At the end of February and beginning

of Margh, 3,000 Jews from Holland, Belgium snd for the -
first time iong establishied French Jews (not naturalized) -
fron VICHY, in France. -The greater part of thig K - S
‘trensport was gassed immediately upon arrivall, -

Swall groups of BENZBURGER and SOSNOWITZER Jews who . -
had been dragged frow hiding arrived in the middle of March,
One of them told me that many Polish Jews were ‘orossing
over to Slovakia and from there to Hungary &nd that the
Slovak Jews helped them on their way through. ERET

After the gassing of the THERESIENSTADT transport there
were no further arrivals until March 15, 1044, The effect- . -
ive strength of the camp rapidly diminished and men of later

incoming transports, especislly Dutch Jews, were directed to.

the camp, 'When we: left on April' 7, 1944 we heard that large
convoys of Greek Jews were expected. :

& °
° 0
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The oamp of BIRKENAU consists of three building areas.
At present only sections I and II are guarded by the inner
chain of sentry posts whereas seotion ITI is still under
‘construction and uninhabited. At the tine of our departure
from the oamp (the beginning of April 1844), the following
categories of prisoners were in BIRKERAU ¢ o :
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Seotion I. {Women’s concentration eamp)

8lov. Jews. Other Jews, Aryans. Remarks.

and I app. 300 app, 7,000 app, 6,000 In sddition to ;
Ia b PP PPy T Pe BT e 300 Blovak
Jewish girle,epp, .
100 are employed
in the sdminis~
tration bullding
of AUSCHWITZ.

Section II.

Ila Quarantine :
camp. w 3 " 300 * . 800  One of the 3
Slovek Jews is Dr,
- bndreas MULLER
from Podolineg,
(blook eldest)

IIb Jews from

THERESIEN~ y , '
STADT. - " 3,500 -~ ' -With a 6 months
] . ‘ . quarantine,
IIo At present 25;, : ) ff‘”*"'n J
uninhabited. - F_ A -
I1d "Stammlager® 58 " 4,000 " @000 4
Ile Gipsy cemp. - - % 4,500.. This is the re~ . BN R AR |
- : "f”®‘fwm“m“T0fBWh;' B B T
16,000 gipsies. P A
They are not uaed
- . .for work and die -
S ' 7 off rapidly..}' :
IIf Infirmary. 8 " 1,000  n soo _The 8 Slovak

s , S : ‘Jews are all = - :
B : ; employees of the k
- bullding, namely

Ko, 36833 Walter SPITZER, “bloeck eldeet from N S )
came to LUBLIN from BIRKENAD; .~
" " 20867 Jozef WEUMANN (®overseer of the "aorpse erew")
from SHINA, “

n 44989 Josef ZELMANOVIO, 'staff“ from SNINA.

. : ) - Cham XATZ, "gtaff" from SNINA,
1 30046 ILudwig SOLVARN, "olerk" from KESMAREX. :
" 32407 “Ludwig EISENSTADTER tattooist from KR“MPAGHY. .

The internal administration of the. camp of BIRKENAU 13
run by specially sd goted prisoners. The "blocks" are not .
inhabited according to nationalities bBut rather nooording to
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working oétegories. Each block is supérvised by a staff
of 6, i,e, C

8 block eldest,

& blook recorder,

a4 male nurse, and
two attendants,

The blogk eldest,

He wears sn arm band with the number of his blogk, and
is responsible for order there. He has power over life
and death, Until Februsry 1944, nearly 50 % of the blook
eldests were Jews butfthis was a%opped by order of BERLIN,
They 8ll had to resign with the excéption of three Slovak
Jews who in apite of this order were able to keep their
posta. They are @ -5
Arnost ROSIM (Hacek), ZILINA - Bloock eldest of Blook
34, head of the ¢clearing squad and argi-
san from BENZBURG,

Dr. Andreas MULLER, PODOLINEC ~ Blook eldest of Blook
15, the quarantine oamp. ’ :

Walter SPITZER, NEMSOVA -~ Blook eldest in Blook 14, L |-
tﬁe "Infirmary”. ’ ‘ g :

The Rlogk-regorder, s T L3 , Wé?

He is the block eldest’s right hand, does 211 the
clerical work keeping the index eards and records. Hisg )
work is of great reasponsibility and he has to keep his led~-.
gers with painful exaotitude ms the index cards -only indi- ) A o
ocate the number and not the name of the prisomars; ang RS e

errors are fatal. For inatance, 1f the reoorder -has noted . . B " E
down & death by mistake - and this often oocurs with: the i :
unususlly high mortality - the discorepanoy 19 8imly atraight~
- enad out by killing the bearer of the corresponding number. .
. Corrections are not admitted, The block recorder oocup ies oy
8 key post which is often migused, kS G

*“Nursing and "room" dutiea{; R . .,:j';!f”',r f‘-rf‘fia'

They coneist in keeping the ihsidé:offtﬁg;béirébké‘bieaﬁ;:‘,f
.and carrying out smell manual jobs in’ and around’ he:-blogk, 3
Of coursefhere is no question of reallysfaking care’

B

sigk,

The camp eldest supervises the whole camp; he is also -
2 prisoner. This post is &t present held by i

Frgnz DANISOH, Number 11,183, a politiocal prisoner,:from -
KONIGSHUTTE, Upper Siledis. . He is undisputed magter-of the
; vhole camp and has power to nomingte or dismiss block-eldests
: and block-recorders, hand out’ jobs, ete.. He is impertial,
onnnog be bribed and is eorrect towards the Jews, ’
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Furthe. we have a "chief recorder® -shose poasition is
undoubtedly one of the moost powerful in the camp. He is .
in direct contact with camp head-quarters, receiving their.
orders and reporting on all matters. All camp~recorders
are directly subordinated to him and have to submit all
their reports to him. The chief recorder of BIRKENAU is :

Kasimir GORK, Number 31,039, & Pole from WARSAW, a
former bank clerk. Although an antisemite, he has never
directly harmed the Jews.

The supreme control over the blooks lies in the hands
of 8 to 8 "Blook leadera®™, all 88 men, ZEvery. night they
hold roll~call, the result of which is communicated to :

The Camp Leader, "Untersturmfihrer" SCHVARZHUBER,
frer the Tyrol. This individual is an alcoheolic and a
sadist. Over him ie the oamp cormander who alao controls
AUSOHWITZ where there ias a second subordinate camp leader,
The camp cormander’s name i i

HOESS,
The Chief of a work squad or gioup is oalled the "Capo”.

During work the "Capo" has full authority over his
group of prisoners and not infrequently one of these "Capos”
kills a man working under him. In larger squads there may
be seversl "Capos" who are then under the orders of g ."Capo
in chief®, A4 firat there were:many Jewieh "Capos® but an
ordexr from BERII¥ prohibited their being-employed. One Jew,
however, has been able to kesp his postjihe is :

ROTH, frow MICHALOVOE, a fitter by profession.

Supreme control over work ie garxied;oux;byhﬁe;mgg;g‘;,

specialists.

11, -
MAJDANEK, ~ . oo

and arrived at ZWARDOH toward 5 0’clock-Ain the ‘evening, We -~
vere assembled, counted snd $8..men took over ouriconvoy.

Cne of these guards veieced his surprise at the fact.we had
mede the journey without water by shaiting ¥ fThose Slovaek
bzrberians, give them no water 1",  The journey continued

and we resched LUBLIF two daye later. Here the following
order was issued : "Thoge fit for work aged between. 15 and

80 are to leave the cars. <Children and old people remain®,

¥e strupgled out of the freight ear and discovered that the -ls
station ras surrounded by Lithuanisns in S88. uniférms all :
ermed with autometic pistols. The cars containing the chilg-
ren &nd old people were immediately closed and the. trainm . .
moveg on,. - ¥e:do not know where-they went and what. happened

to them,” ' o ’

3
13

On June 14, 1942, we left NOVAKY, passed through ZILINA ~ .
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The 88, sroop leader in command informed us that we
had a long way ahead of us but that whoever wanted 4o take
hie luggage with him could do so., Those who preferred to
put it on & truck would certainly receive it later. : So
some of us dragged along our lugpage whereas others loaded
it on the truck,

Behind the town stood a clothing faotory called the
"Bekletdungswerke®., In the courtyard, waiting for their
noon meal some 1,000 prisoners in dirty striped olothing,
obviously Jews, were lined up and the sight of them was none
too engouraging. Arriving on a small hill we suddenly
sighted the vast barrack camp of MAJDANEK gsurrounded by a
3 meter high barbed-wire fence, No sooner had we gone
through the entrance gate than I met Yaoo WINKLER from
TRNAVA who warned me that all our personal belongings would
be taken away. Arocund us stood Slovak Jews in & wretched
condition, their heads shaven, in dirty prison clothes and
wooden oclogs or simply bare-footed, many of them having
swollen feet. They beppgad us for food and we gave them
what we could spare, knowing very well that everything would
be oonfisoated anyway. We were then conduoted to the stock
room where we had to leave everything we possessed. At
double tiwme we were herded into another barrack where we had
to undress, were shaved and given®shower, After this we were
issued a convict outfit, wooden clogs and & osp.

I was sgsigned to "working section No. 3" as the whole
camp was divided into 3 guch sections separated by wire .
fences, Seotion No. 2 was cccupled by a number.of 8lovak
and Ozech Jews. TFor two fall daye“we were taught how to
remove and put on our caps when we met ‘e German. Then, in
the pouring rain, we practiced roll-calling: for hours,

The barraok aooommodationé were quite originel $o say
the least. Three long tables (nearly as long as the barrack

iteelf) had been placed one on top of the other, These -
comprised our "bunks? (4 floors of them, that is ground -floor
p%us thg three tables). A gmall passage was keot open along
the walls. : - N e

Our food oconsisted of & fairly thick Ysoup”’early in-
the morning which had to be eaten with the ‘hands. We got the. -
samé+80up again gt lunch. The evening meal oonsisted of.a~ .~
brew oalled "tea", 300 grams of.-bad bread and some 30 to 30.
grams of wmarmelade or artificial fat of- the .worst .gquality.

Great importance was atf}ibuted ﬂuringf;he\?ir ;91 S
days to -the learning of the "osmp song", ~FofFhours we stood
singing : - ’ ;

From the whole of Turope ocame
We Jewe to Lublin

¥uch work has tc be done

And this is the beginning,

To manage this duty
Forget all about the past
For in fulfillment of duty
There is cormunity.
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Therefore on to work with vigour

Let everyone play his part :
Together we want to work o
At the same pace and rhythm, ) 2l

Not all will understand

Why we stand here in rowas ;
Those must we soon force

To understand its meaning, ;

Modern times must tesch us ;
Teach us all along . 7
That 1t is8 to work e :

And only to work we belong.

Therefore on to work with vigour ) : ?7
Let everyone play his part -

Together we want to work

At the aame pase and rhythm,

(This 1s a literal translation of

the song) .. ' B
Working secotion Xo, I was occupied 5y#Slovak Jews . i; R
) " " I " " " 8lovak and Ozech Jews ;
" " "I " " Partisans

) IV & V was betrg built by the Jews: of Seotors

The Partisans in section III were locked up in their
barracks without having to work and thel r food was thrown
a8t them as if they had been dogs. They died in great num<
bers in their overcrowded barracks and were shot at the .
s8lightest exouse by the gusrds who did not :dere-venture . too
near them, - SRR T

The "Capos” were Reich Germane and Ozeohs; wherseas the : Co g
Germens were brutal, the Czechs helped wherever they could. s

The camp eldest was & gipsy from HOLIC by tle neme of . .
GALBAVY, His adjutant, a Jew from SERED oalled MITTLER, .
certainly owed his post to his brutal actions.- He took. full
advantage of the power conferred upon him to torment. the

Jews who, a8 it was, alreaedy had their full share of hard-
sbips. The evening roll-call brought us more brutal treat-
ment fron the S8, men and for hours we had to stand .in. the

open after a hard day’s work &nd sing "the camp song®,.. A
Jewish orchestrs leader was forced to conduet=from the roof ...
of one of the barracks. - This was the.ocomsion of much cAy

hilarity among the 8S. men.

During these "gonoert partiés” the 88, guardslweféfiery
generous with blows and physical punishment.. A tragic end
* befell Rabbi ECKSTEIN from SERED who was suffering from

dysentry and onee came a few minutes too late for the roll- S s
call, The group leader had him seized and dipped head first T i
into one of the latrines, then poured cold water over him, - B

drew hig revolver and shot him.
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The crematorium was located between working sections
I and II and all the bodies were burned there. With an
effeotive strength of 6 to 8,000 men per working seotion,
the mortality was about 30 a day. This figure later in-
creased five and sixfold. 1In other instances 10 to 20
inmates were removed from the sick room, brought to the
ocrematorium and burned after having been put to death in v P
a manner which I have not been able to find out. This o : poon
crematorium was electricaelly heated and the attendants o
were Ruasians.

Illnesses inoreased as a result of the bad food snd
intolerable living oconditions, 8erious gtomaoch troubles
and a seemingly incurable foot disease epread throughout
the camp. The feet of the viotims swelled up to the point
where they could not walk, More and mare of the sick were
now being taken to the cremamtorium and when on June 36,
1842 the number thus treated roase to 70, I deoided to take
an opportunity whioh was offered to me and applied for a
tranafer to AUSCH¥ITZ, :

On June 37, 1843 I disocarded my prisonerf?s outfit and
travelled to AUSCHWITZ in oivilian olothgs.

After a journey of 48 hours during which we were oo~
uped up in freight cars without food or water, we arrived
8t AUSCHWITZ half dead., At the entrance gate the huge
poster "Work brirgs freedom” greeted us. As the courtyard. B
was clean and well kept and the brigk buildings mede = -good = S
impression after the dirty and primitive:tmrracks of - :
LUBLIN, we thought that the change was for the best. -¥We
were taken -to a cellar and received tea and bread, Next
day, however, our civil ian clothes were taken away, our
heads were aﬁaved, and our number was tattooed on our fore~
arm in the usual way, Finally we were igsued s set of -
prisoner’s oclothes similar to those we had worn {n-LUBLIN — ] i
and were enrolled as "politioal prisoners® in the con= s
centration camp of AUSCHWITZ, :

Ve were billeted in "Blook 17" and slept on the floor.
In a adjoining row of buildings, separated from. oirs by a--
high wall, the Jewish girle from Slovakia, who had.been
brought~tﬁere in March and April of 1943, were quarterad.
We worked in the huge "BUNA" plant to which we were herdad.
every morning about 3 a,m. At midday.our food consisted
of potato or turnip soup and in the evening we regeived.
some bread., During work we were terribly mistreated.-Asg:
our working place was situsted outside the large chain of
sentry posts it was divided into small seotors of 10 X 10
meters, each guarded by an 8.8, man. Whoever stepped out~
side these squares during working hours was immediately
shot without warning for having fattempted to escaps’, -
Often 1t happened that out of pure spite en 88, man would
_ : order a prisoner to fetch some given objeot outside his
! square, " If he followed the order he was shot for having
o 1eft his assigned place. The work was extremely hard and -
there were no rest periods. ' The way to and frow work had . Lo
to be covered at a brisk military trot; anyone falling out N f
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of line was shot. On my arrival about 3,000 people, of
whom 2,000 were Slovak Jews, were workirg on this em—
placement. Very few oould bear the straln and although
esoape seemed hopeless, attempts were made every day.
The result was several hangings a week.

After a number of weeks of painful work at the "RUNA"
plant a terrible typhus epidemio broke out, The weaker
prisoners died in hundreds. A immediate quarantine waa
ordered and work at the "BUNA" stopped. Thome atill alive
were ssnt,at the end of July 1843, to the gravel pit but
there work was even still more strenuous, We were in guoh
a state of weakness that, even in trying to do our best, we
ocould not satisfy the overseers. Most of us got swollen
feet., Due to our inability to perform the heavy. work
demanded of us our squad was acoused of being lazy and
disorderly. Soon after a mediocal commissl on inspécted all
of us; they oarried out their Jjob very thoroughly., Anyone
with swollen feet or partioularly weak was separated from
the rest., Althowh I wag in great pain, I controlled my~
self and stood erection front of the covmission who passed

me as physiocally fit, Out of 300 persons examined, 300 ) ?'

were found to be unfit and immedstely sent to BIRKENAU and
gassed. I was then detailed for work at the DAW (Deutsche
Aufrlistungswerke) were we had to pamint skis. The prescribed
minimum to be painted each day was 130. Anyone unable to
peint thie many was thoroughly flogged in the evening, It
meant working very hard to avoid: this punishment. Another
group was employed at waking oases fo'r-hand-grenades. At
one time 15,000 had been completed but it was found that
they were a few centimeters too small. As unishment
several Jews (one of whom was a certain ERDELYI who s gaid
to have relatives in BANOVOE) were shot for mbotage.

Somewhere mound the middle of August 1842 all the =
Jewish girls from 8lovakias who lived next %o our quariers,- .
on the other side of the wall, were - transferred to BIRKENAU. -
I had the opportunity to talk to them ‘and was ablé to aee-
how weak and half~gtarved all of them were, They were i
dressed in old Russian uniform rags and wore wooden alogs. -
Thelr heads were shaven clean. The same day we again had 7 .
t&“undergo a strict examination and those suspécted of having
tyPhus were removed to the Bireh wood. The Tamainder ‘was -
shaved afresh, bathed, issued with-a new set of clothes and
finally billeted in the barracks the -girls hed:jult 'left.
By chance I learned that there was & opening in- the #elear~- L
ance squad” and I handed in my application. I was deteiled - &,
to this task, Lo ’ o

&

This squad consisted of about & hundred Jewish prison-
ers, Ve were sent to a far gcorner of  the camp, away from~
all our comrades. -~ Here we found huge sheds full of knapd -
sacks, sultoases and other luggage. Ve had to open each
plece of baggage and sort the contents into large ocases
8pecially prepared for each category of goods, i.e.. combs, -
mirrors,, suga¥, ocanned food,  chocolate, medecines,eto, -Tﬁe
oeses were then stored away, Underwear, shirts and clothes
of all kinds went to a spécial barrack, where they were,

“sorted out*and packed by Jewish girls. O1ld and worn ¢l othes

FHRES
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were addressed to the "TEXTILE FACTORY" at MEMEL where-
as the usable garments were diepetched to a collecting
center in BERLIN, Gold, money, bank notes and precicis
stones had to be handed over to the politigel seovicon.
Many of these objeots were however stolen by the 8.8.
guards or by prisoners. The head of this department was
Albert DAVIDOVIO from SPISSKA KOVA VES, He still holds
this post and has become quite an expert in the matter.
A brutal and vile individual who often struck the women
is commander of this agquad. He is 88, "Scharfiihrer”
WYKLEFF.

Every day the girls who oasme to their work from -
BIRKENAU desoribed to0 us the terrible conditions prevail-
ing there. They were beaten and brutalized and ¢ ir
mortali ty was much higher than among the men, Twige:a
wvoek "geleotions™ took place end every day new girls re-
placed those who had disappeared.

- During a night ehift I was able to witness for the
firat time how incoming convoys were handled. The trang-
port I saw contsined Poligh Jews. They had received no
water for days and when the doors of the freight oars were
opened we were ordered to chase them out with loud shouts.

. They were utterly exhesusted and sbout a hundred of them -

had died during the journey, The living were lined up in
rows of five, Our job wms to remove the dead, dying and
the luggage from the cars. The dead; and thie inoluded exny-~
one unable to stand on his feet, were piled in a heap,
luggage and parcels were ocollected &nd gtacked up. - Then

the reilroad cars hed to be thoroughly clesned so. that no
trace of their frightful load was left behind, A-commission
from the political department proceeded with the gelection
of approximately 10 % of the men and 5 % of the woman and -

had them transferred to the camps. The remainder were =~ T T

loaded on trucks, sent to BIRKENAU and gassed while the dead
and dying were taken directly to the furnsces. - It often
happened that small children were thrown alive into the - .-
trucks along with the demd. Parcels and lugzage were'taken
to the warehouses and sorted out in the previously-deseribed -
manner . . [ g e I T

s

Between July and September 1942 a typhus éﬁidémié'had:;'

‘raged in AUSCHWITZ, especially in the women*s:camp of BIR~

KENAU. None of the sick received medioal attention amd:in .
the first stages of the epidemic a.great meny were-killed. -
by phenol injections, and later-on others were gassed whole~
sale. Some 15 to 30,000, mostly Jews, died during these

two months. The giri?s camp suffered the most as it was not
fitted with senitery installstions and the poor wretches-
were covered with lice. Every week large "selsctions® took
place and the girls had to present’themgelves naked +¢ the.
"selection committee™ regardless of weather conditions,  They
walted in dendly fsar whether they would be chosen or given
another week’s greee. Suicides were frequent and were most- -
1y committed by throwing oneself against. the high~tension
wires. of the' inner fenee, This went on wntil they had =
dwindled to 6 % of their original number, Xow there are onlv

2
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400 of these girls laft and mo8t of them have been able

to secure some sort of oclerical poat in the women’s ocamp,
One of them, KATJA by christisn name (family neme unknown) ,
from POVAZSKA BYSTRICA, (where she has relatives by the
name of LANGPELDER) has risen to the important post of
chief recorder. About 100 girls hold jobs at the staff
building in AUSCHWITZ where they do all the cleriosl work
gonneoted with the administration of the two camps, Thanks
to their knowledge of languages they are also used asg
interpreters. Others are employed in the main kitchen

and laundry. Of lste these girla have been able to drese
themselves quite well as they have had opportunities to
complete their wardrobes which, in aome cages, even include
8ilk stockings. Generally speaking they are ressonably well
off and are even allowed 0 let their hair grow. OFf course
this oan nor be said of the other Jewish inmates of the
women'’s ocamp. It just so heppens that these Slovek Jewish
girls heve been in the camp the longeet of mll, But if 4o~
day they enjoy certain privileges they have previously un-
dergone frightful sufrerings.i

I wes not to hold this comparatively good job with the
"oclearance squad" for long. Shortly afterwards I wee trang-
ferred to BIRKENAU on disciplinary grounds and remained
there over a year and & half.- On April 7, 1944 I managed
to esoape with my companion, o »
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Gareful estimate of the number of Jews gaésad
in BIREKENAU between April 1843 amd April 1944 (dccordtng

to countries of origin),

Poland (transported by truck) ........approximately 300,000

d . ® train .c..ceene " 800,000
HOLLANA o vvsonvosessnssscssassssnsssos o 100,000
GT@EOR oeenoenasosesossssassvsassonses . 45,000
Franoe ....:.......................... ‘ . - 150,000
I " 80,000
GOYMANY evsecsssosssssnsssccnsons . b 80,000. "
Yougoslavia, Italy and Norway .......:: ' K 50,000 -
LithUBRI8 «ovescvvnracsssosonnssonrsss LA 50,000
Bohemia, Moravis and Austria ....ee... ST 80,000
BLOVAKAR +1vnensnsnsenernsnenscbisaib " 30,000 -
Variois -camps for foreign Jews in P'olazrzévi : '1,"_ 300,’0'0'0,{: ‘

;appréximatel? 1,765;0Cd;7fxv

III. -

On August 6, 1844, a report was received in Switzer-
lard covering the happenings in Birkensu during the period -
between April 7 and Msy 27.  This seoond report wes drawn-.
up, by two other young Jews who succeeded in escaping-from

- this camp and resching Slovakia, - Their declarations .

complete the first report, particularly as regards the .
arrival of the Hungarian Jews in Birkenau, as well.ss .
adding certsin new details;not -contained in the previous
accounts, It has not been possible @)
origin of this "second report" as cioaely a8 it was the
first. : ‘ R
(-]
) e

After the flight of the two Slovak Jews from:Birkenau-
on April 7, 1844 great excitement reigned in the oamp. The
"political Division” of the Gestapo ingtituted a thorough-
going imvestigation, and the friends and superiors of the-
two escédpees were closely questioned, although in vain, -
94nece the two had held posts as "Block Recorders®™ all Jews

. exercising suoh functions, by way of punishment and nlsec a8

however, to check the;;"
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a pregautionary measure, were removed and, as the Ges-
tapo (justifiably) suspected that they had succeeded
in escaping through building ¥o. 3, the outer chain of
sentry posts was considerably shortened so that now it
ocuts through the middle of Building Ko. 3.

At the beginning of the month of April, & transport
of Greek Jews arrived, of whom about 300 were admitted
to the camp, The remainder of ciroa 1,500 were immediate-
ly gassed.

Between the 10th and 16th of April some 5,000 fAryans®
arrived in Birkenau, mainly Poleas, sowe 3,000 to 3,000
women among them being from the aﬁandoned camp of Lublin—
Majdanek, They were given numbers running from approximate~

178,000 to 181,000 Amng the women were about 300 Jewish
girls from Poland.. The greater part
of the new arrivals were ill, weak and very run down.
According to their information the healthy ones. had been
gent from lublin to German concentration oamps.  Oonserning
the fate of the Jews held in the-camp of Luvlin-uagqanek; g
we learned from them, espeoially from the Jewish-girls, .
that on November 3, 1943 all Jews in this camp, that 48
some 11,000 men and 6,000 women were killed, - n o

We recalled that sbout this time the S8. in Birkenau
had reported thet Lublin had been attacked by partisans and. -

in order to-fight-against the-latter a number—-of the 89
personnel from Birkenau had been temporarily transferred
torlublin., It was now clear to us for what purpose our::
8S. had gone to Lublin, - P T R S

Apparently the Jews had been compelled to dig a lemg;
deep grave in Field V of the camp of Majdanek and on No=.
vember 3, they were brought out in groups of 2 to 300, shot .
and thrown into the grave. . Within 34 hours sverything was
over, During the execution loud music was _played. to. drown
out the shots. e e A L

Three hundred girls who were active in'Lublin on the
"olearing~up Commendo" and as Recorders were left alive.
Three days efter their arrival in Birkensu they were all
gassed and burned on specisl order of Berlin. Through an
error on the part of the "Recorder" two of the girls were -
not sent to the gas chamber. This was discovered, howaver,
the next day, and the girls were immediately shot and the
Recorder‘repiaced. S : , . i

The fate of the Lublin Jews caused great depression
among the*Jews in the ocmmp of Birkenau who became afraid
that one day the whole of Birkenau would suddenly be

r-
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"liquidated® in the same way.

Approximately No, 182,000 Towsrd tbe end of April more

Greek Jewa were broaught to
Birkenau. Some 300 were admitted to the, camp and about
3,000 exterminated.

183,000 to 1BB,000 At the beginning of May 1844
emaller transports of Dutoh,

French, Belgian and Oreek Jews arrived, as well as Polish

*Aryans”, Most of them were put to work in the BUNA plant.,

On May 10, 1844, the first transport of Hungarian Jews
arrived in Birkenau. They were prinecipally from the
prisons of Budapest, including those who had been arreated
in the streets and railroed stations of the oity. Among
the women with whom we spoke were t Y

Ruth Lorant from Zilins, :

Mici Lorant % " (her sister),

Ruth Quasgtler from Bratislava, 5 i :

Irene Roth from Michalovee ard later from Krialy- A
helmec, ) Ca ¥

Frau Dr. Barna Fuchs from M¥ichalovee.

The transport was received in Auschwitz end Birkenau .
according to the well-known preocedure (heade shaved, nuwbsrs . -
tettooed, etc..) The men were given numbers beginning with -~
186,000 and the women were placed in ‘the women?s camp. About. o S
€00 men, of whom some 150 were between the ages of 45 and - SRS i
60, were brought to Birkensu where they were divided up among . i L
variouswork detachments, The remainder stayed in Auschwitz . = -
where they worked in the BUNA plant. Ll : S

The membe rs of the transport were:all left alive,-a&nd::

none of them, as had been customary, were sent directly to .
the crematoria, - In the posteards which they were allowed to
- write, they had ® give "Waldsee" as return address. o

%

‘to arrive

On ¥ay 15, mass transports from Hungery began

in Birkenau. 14 to 15,000 Jewa arrived daily. The:rapur . S ‘
railroad track whioh ran into the camp to the crematoria was o
completed in great haste, the orews working night and day, =
80 that the transports oould-be brought-directly to the . -
crematoria, Only about 10 % of these transports wers® 4=
ted to the oamp; the balance was immedistely gassed and ™.
burned. Never had so many Jews been gassed since the eeta-
blishment of Birkenau. The "Special Commando®™ had to be
increased to 600 men, and after 3 or 3 days to 800 (people . .
being recruited fromramong the Hungarisn Jews who had arrived
first) . The size of the "Clearide COommando® was stepped up
“from 150 to 700 men. Three crematoria worked day and night
(the 4th-was being repaired at that time), and sinoce the
capacity of the crematoris was not enough, great pits 30 - O P |

, meters long and 15 wide were once more dug in the "Birken- k b

¥ wald” (as irf the time before the crematoria) where corpses ° ’ ; :
were burned day and night, Thus the "exterminating capaoity"

became almost junlimited. ]

e
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The Hungarian Jews who were left alive (sbout 10 )
were not included in the normal oamp “enrollment®, Al~- -
though they were shaved and shorn, and received conviots
clothing they were not tattooed. They were housed in a
separate section of the camp, seotion ®C", and were later
trangferred to various oconcentration camps in the German
Reich : Buchenwala, Mauthausen, Grossrosen, Gusen, Flossen-
burg, Sachsenhasusen, etc. The women were temporarily
quartered in the "gypsy oamp" in separate Blooks and then :
also tranaferred elsewhere, Jewieh girla from Slovakis = S
were "Block Eldest® there, : : Pt

The first Hungarian transp orts oume Ffrom:: ¥unkaees,
NagysztllYs, Nyiregyhaza, Ungvar, Husgt, Kaseau, Beregazasz,
Marmarossziget, Nagyberegzna, Among those remaining alive
wers 3 i

Robert and Ervin %aizen (brothers) from Kasgau,
Stark from Kassgau L
Ehrenreioch from Ubla (tneluded in the tranaport from

. Ragybereznae),
Katz, Ohaim from Snina, " . *

The last two have already been trangferred, The parents of
the Waizen brothere were gassed, R . <o

The transporgs of Hungarian Jews were under the parti-
cular control of the former Camp Commander "Hauptaturm-
bannfiihrer H8ss, who travelleqd continually between Auschwi tz I
-and Budapest. The Oowmandant of Birkenau nt thi g* time-wag.: S
Hiss’ former adjutent, "HauptaturmfBhrer” Kramer, = . ' :

187,000 to 189,000 3,800 French "Aryans®, ‘almost ‘exclusive-
ly intellectuals and prominent persons, -
inoluding & amell number o Polish "émigrés", Amang.the R
French were hlghﬁofficera,,membersvofﬂleadinngrenehfiinanoia;ﬁg
eirales, well-~known journalists and poli tioiang, and even, it
wag gaid, former ministeras, On their arrivel some of them.
rebelled but were put down in an exceedingly brutsl. fashion =
by the 83, some of them being shot on the spot,. The French . -
were very coursgeous -and self=poaseaned,. Theyrpara,strictly o
isolated in Birkenau and no one was-allowed to have eny con= """ -
tact with them. After two weeks, on ordeieafromfaerlin, they -

were sent to Mauthaueen>(négr,Linz,_in;Austria,)

. 8ince the middle of May the ‘newly arrived Jews ‘no “longer:
received consecutive numbers. as formerly, A new numbering

- 8ystem was inaugurated beginning with ¥o, 1.preceedédby the: .
tattooed lefter "A", We do not know the reagon for this PR
measure. A% the time of our flight on May 27, 1944 about :
4,000 Jews had received these new numbers. The 4p000 were -
gomposed of 1,000 Dutch, French and Itelian Jews and 3,000

Jews from Theresienstadt who reached Birkenau on Moy 25, 1844,
These were treated exactly as the previous 2 trans orts from
Theresienstadt. They wers quartered (unshorn) wit the a
uembers .of the previous convoy from Theresienstadt {who' have

been in Birkenau singe Dec. 30, 1943 and whoge "guarantina"
is due to be up on Jume 30, 1944) in Seetion I11/v.
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" 89., civilian and internee doctors are occupied. The women
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Aocording to the statement of a Jew from the *Special
Commando", “Reichefuhrer® Himmler was said to have visited
Birkenau on the 16th or 16th of ¥ay. On cne of these days
1 myself gaw 3 automobiles and 5 men in oivilian olothing
drive toward the crematoria, The Jew who made this state-
ment declared that he, ss well as others, recognized Himm-
ler, who had visited orematorium No. 1 and after a stay of
about half an hour had again driven off with those acocom~
panying him. On the day after there was an aecount in the
9ilesian newspapers of Himmler's visit to Cracow, so that -
this report ocould be true.

One other happening should not be forgotten which
was told to us by the men of the "Special Commando®, 1In
the late summer of 1843 a commission of 4 Dutoh Jeows
- distinguished looking men - came to Auschwitz. Their
visit had already apparently been snncunced to the camp
Commander, for the Dutch Jews in Auschwitz raeceived better
clothes, 28 wall as regular eating equipment (platea, :
apoons, etc.)and better food. The comission of 4 were very 5
politely received and were shown over the -camp buildings and - A
particularly those portions which were clean snd made a8 good :
lmpression. Duteh Jews from the oamp were brought to them.
who reported that only a porticn of the Dutch-Jews were in' .
this camp, the others being in other similar camps. In this.
manner the 4 men were satiafied and eigned a statement i
according to whioh the commission had found everything in
good order in Auschwitz. After the signing the 4 Dutch Jews R L
expreased a desire to see the cemp of -Birkenau and particu= . - o TR

larly the orematoria about whioh they had heard some gtories.
The camp suthorities declared themgelves quite willing to -
show them both Birkenau and the orematoria, the latter being °
used, they sald, to oremate those who died in the oanmp,” - The :
commigsion was then taken to Birkeneu, accompaniediy te camp =*
leader, Aumayer, and immediately ‘to crematorias No. 1. .Here
they were shot from behind. A telegram was supposedly sent . -
to Holland reporting that after leaving Auschwitz the four

men had been victims of an unfortunat -automobile accident.

There 1s & biological laboratory in Alischwitz where

and girls on whom experiments are performed are housed in o
Block 10. For & long time the "block eldest®;there was Magda -
Hellinger from Kichalovée and a girl named ‘Rozei.(family namey’
unknown) from Humrené, TExperiments weres-carried out only on .
Jewish girls and women, slthough to-date no Slevakian girls
have been uged, Experiments wers also performed on men ‘but -
the latter ware not housed separately. - A great many: died as

a result of these experiments, Often gypsies were used.
Block 10 where the "subjects" of the experiments are houged.

is conpletely isolated, and ‘aven the window openinga,are

walled up, ¥o one whatsoever had admission to it.

The Commandants of Auschwitz and Birkeneu have beon to
datesthe following : Aumayer, Schwarzhuber, Welsas,
Hartenstein, HWoss, and Kramer. ”
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TRANSPORT..

On March 234, 1943 we were gathered together in .
special "assembling cell" No. 3 of the Montelupioh prison
in Oracow. We knew that our group oconsisting of 80 men
was to be sent to the concentration camp of OSWIEQIM
(AUSCHWITZ). At 8 o’clogk the next morning, two § guards
appeared with lists and started counting those present,

We had to undrees and wait. "Finally the doors were opened
and we osught sight of two columns of 88 guarde and polioce~
men with fixed bayonets. 1In the courtyard two trucks were
parked in each of which 30 men had to take their places,
These trucke were quite emall and the space on the inside
was divided in two by a chain ranning aoroes. the middle,
The first to enter had to stand with bent heads whereas

the others crouched down between the lege of the standing
men. In thie way it was possible to fill up the very small
space with 30 men. We were loasded in with blows from
rifle~buts, shoute and kicks, : In the second sepsrated
section of the truck, two S8 men stood guard with machine-
guns. We departed. Behing us, at a certainfdistance;' v
followed motor~oyclists with machine-guna, Our 4rucks )
were hermetically closed so that there was no poesibility
of seeing where we were going, Our journey lasted 1- 1/2
hours with several short stops. - Our limbs grew stiff es .
there was no possibility of changing one’s position and - S
one of our men who was up egainet the chain beoame un- S
sonscious., He was brought back :to-his senses by blows from
the guards, At last we arrived, stagzered to the ground . o
and found our selves standing in front of ‘a gate over which. - .
we could read : "Work bringe freedom", - Insidé'an'orcheatra :
was playing, This was AUSCHWITZ and it appeared that we -
Were expscted, R : ST T e

We were lined up in columns_of'five”(a,system applied @
on every conoceivable oocasion in the :oamp) and the nanes s
of the "newcomers" were once. more read out,, The man: called;:
up had to immediately run over to the' onesreading the rroll™ - -

after having received his number from the hands of en assist<

f ant. From thi a moment on, names'weré'repléced'by numbers, - -

This system of "reception' wae,maintained;until'theisummex,,
of 1843, Later, all ' the prisoners” (with.th xception of =
Germans) had their number tattooed.oﬂ‘their, PET forearm, s
which had been the prectice in the case; of the ‘Jews from \
the beginning, This whole numbering system was. apparently %
applied to lessen the possibility of escape and .to meke- it -
eesier to identify the bodies. These numbers- were handed
to us by the "Block leader" named 8TUBA, 'after whioh we went .
bare headed and Bocompanied by the orchestrs, into.the osmp ;
itself. The clock stood: st 11 a.m. After s ghort visit to
the "etock" room we were shut up in a barrdck until 5 p,m,’
There we were vigited by s number of old inmates: who earn-"..
estly begped us to give them our watches, rings, lighters, au;

¥ .
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cigarettes to avoid their being confisomted, Any food
brought with us should be eaten at once as 1t would be
taken away as well, In return, the prisoners promised

us bread, soup eto.. once we were officially incorporated
into their ranke. At last the CAPO (a sort of camp over-
seer) arrived amd delivered & short talk in which he -
stressed that a prisoner could not exist in thie. camp

for more than two months without the help of his comrades; -

survivor. At 5 p.m. we were herded out into the ocorridor.
There we had to undress and paok our clothes into-& bundle .
provided with our respective number. We 8tood there naked. = S e
All we were allowed to keep was & belt and two- handker- e
chiefa., I wanted to keep a small holy picturs but one of ! :

the prisoners who acted as assiatant in these operations

dissuaded me, saying : "It isn’t worth while you will mere-

ly be laughed at and it will finally be taken anyway,®

First our hair was out ehort and then our heads shaved, o

after which we were given-a bath, The water vas very warm,

All these prepasrations prior to being admitted as an in~ .

mate to the oamp took placs in "Blook 37", Next, although

it wes snowing we had to run to "Blook 36" where the cloth-

ing room was located. There we were issued our prisoner’s

outfit which oonsisted of a shirt, underpants, shoes; socks,

& warm jacket, trousers, vest, oap and blanket, - Everything .

was filthy, patched and pragticelly worn out My ‘jacket, .~

for instance, oould be buttoned up .in front but the back . .

and sleeves merely consisted of black strips of cloth patch-=

ed together. Finally this operation came %o an . end and we

were again lined up in rows of five-and taken. to tne of the -
"Bloocks”. There we were awaited by the "Rlock leader® ' i.

(most of them were Poles from Upper 8ilesin) .who initiated . -

us into the mysteries of barrsek duties, - Ve were-inetruotéd:

in sweeping and cleaning the dormitoriea,»in»taking off

one’s cap when commanded and how. to-keep in line and step,. . -
Orders were given in German. ang when badly carried out the:

block leader grew furious and—struck;peoplg,right_and left,

The evening roll-csll finally put an .end -t these exerciges, . i
The bleck leader then agsembled his: ‘people:in front of ‘their .

|

their figures to the chief recorder or clerk, If the number L »
of prisoners tallied.with therzecords,,thelf011~call wag . - R T
over; actuelly the whole tiring ceremony wasdnothing else - S
but one of the numerois ways in. which the prisoners were .
migtreated, During 1840, 1941 and 19847 the roll-call was -
usually expected to last at least an hour in.all weather”
conditions -~ frost, rain or snow. - the priscners having to
wait patiently with bare heads, If &n escape was'reported,
which resulted in & "manco® at evening roll-oall), ‘all those
assembled hed to wait outside until the result of the'gearch
wae known, The sesrch parties usually returned 3 or 4 hours.
later and with dsmstrous consequences for all the prisoners’
health, 'In 194Q for example, one escape cost the lives of -

& hundred inmates. It was during severe winter weather arng S B
the "origoners were forced to'stand out of doors from 3,30 o I
in the afternoon until 11 o’clock the next morning, as'a. . Sl R
rgsu%taof,which 8 hundred totally or helf-frozen men were : o e
ceunted, - : - LT ;
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~weather was still

ourselves in - groups standing stiffly. at attention,

'.,3..29

After the roll-call we returned to our block where °
wo were alloted a "room;" we slept three to & bed, - Ola-
timers told us that the best thing to do was to use our :
clothing as a pillow otherwise something was ‘bound to be -
stolen, So we lay down without having had the slightest:
bit of food the whole day, The "reception" had been g0
strenuous and exhausting that all of us immediately fell
asleep, -

At 4 a,m, we were awakened by a gong and frightful
confusion ensued, About 100 people wers compressed into. the
&mall hall space and in a wild stampede eachone firat tried
to tidy up hie bed .(the block leader would not tolerate the
mmalleet wrinkle in the bedding) and dress hinaelf, There
was no question of washing, Ten minutee after the ‘gong had
Bounded the "room eldest" arrived and kicked everyons oub
into the corridor as the "rooms" had to be oleaned, The
corridor was thronged with people who flocked together from
all over the block, Most of them had managed-to get dressed,
There wae really scerocely room to move in this crowd and
one was pushed agsinst walls and squashed into cormers and
often kicked or hit for no apparent reason, After having
been in the oamp for over 24 hours we finally reoceived some
cold, unsweetened ocoffee, after which there was s further
walt of one and a half hours until roldl~0ally then all:the
prisoners were taken to work, The newcomers were at first
told to £ill in questionnaires in which they had to indi-
oate an nddress where they desired their letters 4o be
sent, It was strietly forbidden not to give ‘an address or:
not to write as "they"™ obviously needed an addrese to whioch
the death of a prisoners ooul’% be reported when the need -
arose, [ A - T KR .

& We were issued a piece of cloth with a triangle and
our number painted on it, which we were instrueted to BEW ", -
on our tunios. Prisoners were numbered from No, 1 onwards,
and in November 1943 the last consecutive serial number had
reached 170,000, The triangles in Question were of dif- . "
ferent colors, each representing a .ocategory .of oriminal 'or: -

- prisoner. The "Aryen" triangle was red, ‘the Yed ‘corres-

ponding to a political prisoner, ‘green to professional 7
criminals, black to "work-shirkers," pink to homosexuals
(according. to paragraph 175) end violet to members of .the
"Bibelforsoher" religious sect, In addition, a.large . .
letter indlecated the nationality of the prisoner, such. dg . .
"P" for the Poles, eto, For Jews the insignis was oomposed
of a yellow triangle on which was sewn o sedond triangle =
whose color oorresponded to the "orime," ~the whole ‘forming
g Jewish star, From this marking system one cou¥d therefore
rapldly pick out, for instance; a Polish Jewish political
prisoner or a Jewish "work-glacker," ete,

When we had finighed sewing on our triangles and :
numbers, we were herded over to the "Infirmary" where we were -
to be "examined" by a German dooctor regarding our physical ..
aptness for ‘work, Again we had to undress and stand in. =
chilly corridor for almost three hours, shivering, as the

very cold even at the end of March, ~We
met old acquaintances who were working 'in’ the infirmary’
and their first concern was to.have news of their o
relatives, Upon the doctor's arrival we had to.present

o
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~.my comrades came out of the photogra

Y

All that was required of us was to stretgoh-out-an-arm;—— —— -
move e fingers, turn around and march off, The exemina-
tion consisted of nothing more and all of us were of ocourse -
considered fit for work., Hadn'’t we oome hem for this very
purpoge and besides, didn’t "Work bring freedom®™ ? We knew-
only too well what it meant to be considered unfit for work
being taken awey and condemned to "liquidation" by gas, At
last we received our first warm nourishment in 36 hoirs,

The camp food consisted of coffee or 00ld tea (made from
acorn leaves eto,) in the morning and soup thick or thin,

as the case might be, at midday. From the time of our
arrival at the camp we hed soup made fram water and turnips
during fully 5 months, After evening roll-~call ‘we received
300 grems of bread, although ite weight was usually
considerably diminished by the time it reached the priswmer,
On Mondays and Baturdays, 200 to 400 grame of oheese were
distributed, It was soms sort of a8 crude h

e

sausage or red sausage on Wednesdays and Mondays.  These
rations represented approximately 300 %o 400 grams, In addi-
tion to margarine on Tuesdays and Fridew. we also received

& spoonful of marmelade per peraon, S8ince the barrel however,
bore a label stating that the marmelade wag destined for the )
ocamp ite quality wag correspondingly. bad, Theoretioally the -
above are the rations each inmate received but practically a
good part of them were stolen before. they were actually -
distributed. In the evening, tea or; ooffee were digtfibuted
with the bread. The soup had to be licked up a8 most of the
prisoners did not posgess 8poons. I forgot to mention that.
we had to eat our food sguatting on our haunches ag & -punigh~
ment by the room eldest to us newcomers for -heving crowded
around the soup kettle during distribution,

After our meal we were senk to the 1dentification:seryipe;
where photographs from three different angles wére}takentA'ﬂov~
on that day the camp pioture gallery’waéiincreqaed-by*SQ,mdre"
criminals .! One by one we were called,up;and—I'noticedithat

pher’s room looking - .
frightened. Beware ! It was my turn, . I was seated on a
chair and photographed, When . I tried to get up the:floor .
started moving and, loosing my balance I -was throwﬁ‘agéinstlbr
the wall, It was a practical joke: played by~ the plictographers,
(all of whom are Poles) in setting the -revolving platform in
motion when one got up. It wasg not surprising that;oﬁgjgpme—
timee had to have some kind of omusement even aj. the expense =~ &
of one’s camp comrades, We then. returned to. our quarters angd :
by that time the roll-call was egain due. $6 ended our second

day in camp; and the next morning we were to be marched of f
to work with all the other inmates. : . -

All the priscmers hed %o work: except the 8ick, those in
"querantine® and i se confined to their cells. The total -
[ ed 'into camp commandos or squads which
Capo" or leader and several foremen,
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. trap.@g}'red %0 the ditoh digging

&

At the head of large working units.was a "Chief Lapo" who ,

was assisted by several "Capos" and foremen, The pize of .

one. of these sqiads varidd from one to several hmdred men,
Althpugh the Capo was really in charge, a foreman often took
over & group of ten, twenty or thirty workmen, The: head of

the labor administration ohose the "Capos," with the Gonsent
of the "Chief Capo,® the prisoners being assigned to #quads

by the central administration. Work started after the morn- -
ing roll-call, i.e; in summer from 5 a.m, %0 12 a,m, dand 1 p,m,
to 6 pom., in winter from 7 a.m, to 3 psut. without interrup-
tion, There were workahops for oraftemen, farmers, Anduge
trial workers and varieus teclmicel trades, Many,' pertioularly
thoss in fayor, worked in the camp adninietration, The oamp
was provided with an “infirmary," a "eanteen,® = laundry, o
bakery snd a slaughter house, Thus Prisovers with certain
technioal training could, in prineiple, work in their own
trade, Intelleotunmlp, liberal professional men, shop keepers
or office workers wore the worat off and they represented
fully 70% of the total number of prisoners, The latier were -
all employed as unskilled lebor in the worst and hardest jobs, -
such a8 the goal and- gravel pits, The -mortality smong them
was frightfully high, But 1% seemed to- be the aiin of tLhe .
oamp adminidtration to kill them off as rapidly as possible,

II.

My first job was with a demolition squad, Since the-
area surroiunding the omup of AUSCHWITZ had been evacuated for
a radius of elmost a 100 kilometers, all buildings, unless

taken over by the oamp, had to be torn down, - Even new bulldings
wore demolished, Our work consisted in tearing down sueh :
houses and was exceedingly strenuous,‘particularly sinee we
wore expected %o work at top speed, A squad consisting- W
50 men was supposed to demolidh a large building within three
to four days; and we were insirueted to Balvage all building.
material, The roof of = house, for instance, bad o, be: i
carefully taken down end all planks, beama, tiles, ete, - . -
stadked away, Nothing was to be broken; in fact ths - g1igh~
tept damage to anything resulted in an' immediate and severe
beating with a shovel or pick handle,  The walk_bad o be
broken down literally by heng s brick by brick, the eement. . -

remained, -Many men died at thig works nob only from exposure
and the strain, tut from falling wall 3 i
those who were elderly or slow, PFrom the 50 who set oub in- the
morning seldom more than 40 returmed on their own:legs, = The
remainder wag either brought ae corpses or in a state of' com-
plete collapse in wheel-bavrows or on boards, These poor mouls
85111 were expected to appear at evening roll~oall, after whioh
they were teken to the infirmary, From my working comradss’ who
went there I never saw one alive ageain, i e

My work with this squad lasted over o month, I waé then

‘quad, Trenches of from
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- fear for what might follow,

Vel - -

2Y2 to 3 meters deep had to be dug, and for the last 50 centi-
meters we worked standing in water, We were, of course, not
allowed to leave the trench during work and this Job wam eon~
sidered am one of the hardest in the camp, Many died at 1t
daily, Some time later I was shifted to the “¢onerete squad®
where I had to heave heavy posts and sacks of cementj but after
the arrival of new prisoners I was detailed to the making of
oonorete briocks, This had the advantege of at least. being work
under & roof, which was very important inaszueh as work went

on regardless of the weather, In addition the prisoners were
continually mistreated and struek commando leaderm, "oapog,"
and foremen, In general, anyone holding a commending: position
in the camp liked to give special emphasis to s pasition of
superiority, Naturally the character of the pereon concerned
played a considerable roley but the fundamental rule was the
direct responsibility of ths superior for his inferiorm, each
individual being in turm responsible to the collsotivity, These
circumstances fostered the "stool pigeon® system, RFor exsmple,
one day a working comrade diseovéred a faw Pleces of turnip whigh -
he carefully hid, He continued his work, but. from time to time,
took sureptitious bites off his treamire, Another prisoner .
having "squeeled” on him, the Roapo" errived a few minutes later,
It must be remembered that the oape is absolute master of hip
commendo and that everybody -tries to get-into hig good _graces, -
Unfortunately this favor often had to be atiained to the detri~
ment of the well-being or semetimes even of the lives of other
prisoners, The omps prooegeded to saareh 3 &xi X

He then ordered him %o sit up, hands out-stretehed in front of -
him on the ground with a weight of brigks on @ach bondy the
pleoes of turnip were stuek in his mouth, - All the men were-
then assembled and informed that the unfortunate man wae to o
stay in this position for a whole hour, ' We were warned -that
this punishment would befsll any member oF the  commando ‘who
committed a similar “offence.” The condemmed :man underwent.
this ordeal guarded by one of the foremen, very eager to ful. "
111 his task to the satisfaction of the o¢apo, 80 that he hit
our friend every time he trded to shift -his position slightly,
After 15 to 20 minutes the man beocame uneongeious, mt a :
bucket of water wag poured over him and he wags again forced
into his original position, After he hed slumped ovey .Bensaless
for a second time his body was fhrown aside and nobody was .. -
allowed to pay further at ention to him, - After Y0ll-~0all that
evening he was taken to ths "infirdery" where lie died two- :
days later. Or another examples on Eastey Monday 1942 the
‘weather wes extremely bad with a heavy miowfall. We were
gltting in the mud soraping cement ¢ff briaks, frogzep ‘half
stiff,  Suddenly the commando chief appeayed snd barked the
following orders "Discard oaps, .coats and jadketsl Sick with

we obeyed and continued Working in
our shirt-sleeves, .The capo sneered at uas "¥oiu dirty Polen; -
now you dan ocelsbratel™ A young prigoner,:not more than 16

years old, had hidden in a tremch, He was terribly thin and -

80 trembling with the ¢0ld that he evidently did not hear the.
order, Or perhaps he dldn't eare whether he heard it or not, -
The capo,® however, had mesnwhile staggered off (he was half
drunk) since he didn't intena %o remain-outwof~doors in this
wretched weather. As a matter of faot, he oared very 1ittle about




-

the prisous:s, the sooner they aied, 1.’ better. The
snow had stopped falling, but in the oold wind we_ froze .-

in our shirt sleeves; certain death aweited us. Nobody
knew when the Capo might oome baock, perhaps in a moment,”
perhape in a week, or in a month, While we waited the
erow started to fall again. A few foremen came. running
in our direction from & stove arcund which they had been
8itting, to see how we are getting on with our work. One
of them discovered the hidden youngster snd shouted :
"All your olothes off, at once, you gwine®, -As the kid -
did not reaot, the foreman pounced on him and started
beating him : "Undrees or I will beat the life out of you,
or better still I will report you to the chief", At that
moment the Capo arrived., A sharp blow of ea’whiastle :
"Fall in {" We formed our columne -and knew that it meant
"stioking together", We were led into &n open space where
we eank ankle-deep in mud., Now the %sport" started,

"Down ! up | quick march | ete." We 11 terally rolled in
the mud. Flattenout ! Jump ! Run ! Hands out front I
We were covered with mud from head %o foot and scarcely
able to stand., The "exercise® had now been going on for
about half an hour, To finish we had to do "push up"
exeroises, alternately laying down flat and supporting our
body on our hands, "Up, down, up,:down", The chief of
the coxmando inspected the rows and saw an old man who-ves
unable to continue. Immediately an 98 guerd threw himgelf
upon him and kicked him in the head and face with heavy
hop nailed boots, When at laest the poor.old man gave no
further sign of 1ife he was left alone. We were then .
allowed to stand up and oontinue with our work, = The.badly
injured men wes carried over toxa dry spot among-piles of
bricke. He opened his eyes, tried t0 say-gomething but
couldn’t utter a word; and we had to lesve him as-in. the.
meantime the order was given to resume work., - The Tesult
wag that at the end of the dey we oarried home another -
corpse. But we had grown used to it. ~We-marched and sang
jelly German songs, as the Capo wanted it to be so, - The
commando chief walked slongside the group; le-grinned ::

"You do sing well 1"

During my work in the "concrete,SQUad"YI'caught
oneumonias (as was found out later) ' A% the beginning 1. -
avoided the "infirmary" and hoped' I would get over it., I -
knew too well what happened there ard that seldon one left
the “place alive. But I .beoame so- weak the t .I7could hardly
move and finally had to give“in. - I became completely in=
different: In one way I wag lucky-that my friende in the
"Infirmery" took care of me so that I was ‘then. ableg L
enjoy "privileged" conditions. When I entered the  "Kranken-
bau" it was composed of three different buildings ¢ Bloek . -
28 - internsl illnesses -, Block 230 - infeotious illnesses=,
Block 31 - surgery -, Leter on three new "Blocks" (Rlocks
18, 9 and 10) were attached to the "inf irmary", | They It
composed the so-called "Hygiene Inetitute", Here, gterilizs:
ing by X-ray treatment, artificial ingemination of ‘women as"
vell as experiments on blood fransfusions were carried on,
Male and femsle prisoners especlially Jews served-as Tainuea
Pz 8" for these experiments. Thig "Block" wag completely-

¥




Ea £
R

isolated from the rest of the camp eo that riews from it
reaoched us only very seldom, - :

It was not easy to be admitted to the "infirmary"
88 the "minimum” symptom was a fever of from 38,8 to 39
degrees (0). Light omses of fever were not admitted,
All applications for transfer to the "Infirmary® had to
be submitted to the ohief of onefs own Blook", who hagd.
the right to reject any such request. Then the 8ick
walt for hours in the courtyard of the
fore being called in for preliminary examin-
If the doctor (a prisoner) oonsidered him worth
treating, he had to undrees and uweually teke a cold bath
before being presented to the German dootor, after further
long hours of waiting., The slck were classified into two
groups, "Aryans" and Jews., Thege groups were asgain sub~
divided into further groups, of which the firat included
the sick who were to remain in hospital being conaidered
"curable", The second consisted of extremely rin down -
patients,chronic cases, and the half-starving or mutilated
whose recovery could only be effected by 8 lmg stay in
the hospital, Thisg group was practically condemned to
death by Phenol injections in the heart region, Raocial
considerations played an important role. An "Aryan"—really
had to be seriously i1l %o be condemned %o death by in~
Jection, whereas 80 to 90 % of the Jews "hospitalized" :
there were ‘"eliminsted" in this menner. - Many of them knew
about this method ang applied for admisaion a8 -80-~aalled
"suic ide candidates", not having the courage 10 throw. them-
selves on to the. high tensiongwireg. This situdtion lasted
during the whole of 1943 until thetime-the mags exter-
mination of interned Jews at AUSCHWITZ began. Danger of
death by ingction did uot only threaten the newl
hospi tal cases or casualties. From time to time  (ug
once & month) the German doctor used 1o effeot a ming L
control of all the sick, In each ward~an~attendant:(usually; e

8 doctor) had to "present” esoh patient and give full account ©

of hie illness, If the patient's'etayrhappened,t01havei
or if he was very weak, he was listed. . -

part of the prison . Each.suchiepeciAI'chGCk—
up by the German doctor usually resulted.in a-ligt of 300+
<%0 400 men condemned to death, while the "normal " death Yist -

“of the daily routine inspection varied from 20 to 80, The -
‘injections were given on the same day. “The new.patiente who

* were booked for the "syringe” (es it was called in the ocamp .y
jargon). received no-clothes and had to rerain w ing in the
corridor - ngked: -, They were then led fisn Block 28 ¢o. " . 3
Block 20 where the "operation"'took*place in a speoial room,

An 88 man by the name of KLER, & shoemaker by profession,
gave the injeotions, . teken up this post in the hos-
pitel as a -gimple 85 private but wes later promoted to S§
"group leager"®, although practicelly a moron., - He also re- -

- ceived supplementary food rationg and was awarded the Iron
Cross, There were days when thisg psychopath picked out
viotims from the wards on hig own initiative, without in-
structio rom the German doctor, on whom to practice‘hin
"technique", He was a complete  sadist, torturing hig
victime with animal-like brutslity before putting them t
death, Later it wag decided that his nerves e neen:
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‘of this "purge" the weak

. e o
by "overwork" so an "assistant" was recruited, a Polish
volunteer, by the name of PANSZCZYK, No, 607 from Cracow,
who was trangferred to Germany during the winter of 1943
where he presumably died. The injections were then .
sporadically administered: by "Senitétsdienstgehilfen”
~ or given by the chief of the "infirmary", For a certain
time, another Pole named JERZY SZYMKOWIAK, No, 15480,
"funotioned® voluntarily; he died in the summer of lé43.

The injeotions were not only administered to the
weak and 111, but also to prisoners in the politicel section
win were condemned to death, Apart from this, on-one
ocoasion, two groups (the first composed of 40, the second
of 80 prigoners) of young and etrong youthsg between the
ages of 13 and 16 years were put to death, on the grounds
that they were "orphans" and oould not be considered in
the camp as full-fledged workers,

In the autumn of 1942 came the messacre of  the LUBLIN
transports whioh caused great unrest inthe oamp. One of
the sanitary service attendants refused to administer in-
Jections, statimg that he he was an 88 man and not a .
murderer of children. Another attendant had to be summm ed
to carry out the job, . This affair caused a lot of talk and .
stir as at least 15 to 30,000 people lost their lives and
even BERLIN asked for an explanation of the high mortality
rate in the hogpital. Thehead-doctor, WIRTZ, disclaimed
all knowledge of such events and laid the blame on the camp
dooctor whose name was ENTREST, & German from the: POSEN .
dietriot, A mook inquiry was-held at which witnesses. from
the hoaspital administration had to-testify and the lists of
the "deceased" were checked. As "punighment” -the camp. =
doctor was simply transferred in the asame capacity to. the
"BUNA", As a result of all thi s, murdering by means of - )
injections stopped for a while although it was resumed on a
smaller soale goon afterwards for hopelessly sick osses,
Many of those oondemned to the "syringe" were used as ex~
perimental material in the "Hygiene Institute™ (Block 10).
The injections doubtlessly frightened. the prisoners from .
asking to be admitted to the'hqspital;”,Another_major danger. -
in the camp was "delousing", 88 ‘l¥was euphemistically called,

The whole ocamp obviously was covered with lice and " -
fleas and lerge desinfection programs were carried out.
However, the results were never.apparent and-our "washing"
always came back almost as--full of,lice.;ontually the =7
"delousing" was designed: o combat typhus epidedics which
had become a real plague at the camp. During thedezactions -
everybody was examined and. those with bad¥complexions or
in weakened bodily condition were, according:.to:the camp :
doctor’s mood, destined to be gassed, "They were simply led
to the "infirmary" from where 40 to 50 % were "evacuated".

A "delousing" action which took a particularly large toll
in victims was conducted in July 1942, During the course
those 111 with typhus or in post-

typhus quarantine were ail sent to BRZINZKI without exception.
This method was considered the 'most radical for elimim ting -

¥
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typhus. TEEJway in which those condemned %o t
chambers were transferred to their doom was ex
brutal and inhuman. Serious cagses from the su
who st111 had their vand
hausted and horribly emaciated patients, even

on the road to recovery were loaded on to trucks,

were all naked and the spectaole was dreadful
treme,
and the unfortunate victims were simply thrown

by the attendants (I frequently witnessed such
transports),

small truck.
be.
others,
gaping wounds or frightful sores,
All around the trucks,
beating back the howlin
time it was a terrible
friends to the truok,
farewsell
revenge.‘

Imagine a prigoner killing his brother in

They all knew exactly what their

Most of them were quiet

but never forgot to remind us : r

he gaa
ceptionnally
rgical ward .

ages on end a procession of ex-

convalesocents’
They
in the ex-

The trucks pulled up a8t the entranse of the bloek

or piled on
tragic

A hundred. people were often Jjammed into a

fate was. to

The large majority rematined completely apathetioc while
mostly patients from the surgery with bloody.and

struggled frantically,

88 men milled about like madmen,

8 orowd trying to lean out,

experience to have to drag our

Every

and bid ﬁé

"Do not forget
Under such conditions men’s hearts turn to stone,

one of the wards

so a8 %0 avoid his having to undergo the dreadful trip by

truck. (I happen to know the names and immetri
numbers of these two particuler prisoners),

III. THE JEWS,

T4 ) ”
Originally, the camp of AUSCHWITZ was internde

for Poles. It was guarded by a group of German
than thirty at the beginningy

a German concentration camp,
but "ocamp veterans”, if such @
Most of them had been imprisoned as far back ag
were all more or less professi

went on AUSCH¥ITZ became more
camp snd the first Jews starte

They were prisme

immedia tely separated from the "Aryans"
in special "Blocks", Although, at the time,-

%ere enlisted by force)

‘It can well be
imagined that we Just shrugged our shoulders when told th

German fairy-tales regarding the KATYN incident, ; ?1

e

ded only
8" (no more.-

who had been transferred: from

I8 ag well

n expression way be used,

1834 and -

onal criminals; “But es time
end more of-an-international
d to arrive in'1841, They
and. quartered
systematic -
n-be-stated

of German origin but often Poles who.

; 8 Jew - irrespective of his physioc= =
al condition - could not

1last more than 2 weeks,
Jew, for instance, who was Tobus

his work "on the double" (for example,
laden wheel barrow) will most probably
up in the long run.

out, he would inevitably be killed soone
mistreatment,

be ‘unable

T or let
28 heing besten with g shovel or p

., those days all the Jews hag to ‘'work in
squad”, At a trot they had to bring gravel on w

taw@htobeam%gomd
pushing g heBvily

<’A- .youn,

to.keep it

If he should shows signs of -holding :

er by such
ick handie,

the. "quarry -
heel barrows
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from a pit about 15 to 30 meters deep up a steep alope,
At the top, 88 men and Oepos checked their work and the
epeed at which it was carried out and enyone considered
as "loafing" was simply pushed over, backwards-when he
arrived at the top so that he crashed bagk down the in-~
oline with his fully laden barrow, This was one of the
guards’ favourite passtimes, Buch treatment of Jewish -
prisoners prevailed from the time the first Jews arrived
at the oamp until Spring of 1942, when the firet large-
trangports of Jews (tens of thousands) began to arrive
and the extermimation campaign was getting underway, At
first there were few Jowa ot the camp, most of them of
Polish origin, who had been sent there along with other
Poles, They were immediately separated from the latter,

the German State", Only from Spring 1943 on were they ‘
rounded up and exterminated "en magse* on racial grounds,
Certain. large soale preparatione had to be medejto receive
these mass ftransports and a 8pecial concentretion camp

was opened at BIRKENAU (the Polish name of the village is
RAJSKO) .  Administered by Germans and Poles, the oamp wag .
guarded by 88 detachments, GCaditions were appalling. The .
camp had no water, no drainage system and-not--even the i
most elementary hygienic installations. The Jewa remained
in civilian clothes which were marked with red paint,  Food
wes supposed to be distributed to them on a basis ‘similar .
to that prevailing in AUSCHWITZ but abuse wes flagrant, - If

often happened that the inmates received nothing to eat for. ..

days and then only e small part of the rations they should .
have had, Altogether they were inhumanly treated, - The
slightest complaint was punishable by;death,—r‘z;'“L -

The first large convoys*arrivedtffdﬁ Frahce,and’SIOva—‘,'
kia, Physically able men ang women -~ -thoge:without ohildren

or the mothers of grown-up children - were sent to the camp G

of BIRKENAU, The remainder, i.e, o0ld or week men,  women

vith emall children and 8ll those unfit for labour were takern - -

¢cyanic gas. For thisg prupose
been huilt there., 1 Jiargeinall]
provided with venti ors which could.be opened -or closegd-

according t the need,- Inside they were equipped so as to

#oreate the impresaion of bathing establi shments.  Thie was

done to deceive the victims and meke them more manageable,
The executions took place asrfbllowe::;each,dggth;oonVOy~” -
congisted of some 8 to 10 trucks psocked with .th "selectees"
the convoy was unguarded. sae the whole frightful "drama took- o
place on camp territory.'\A private cer containing the cemp ¥ .
doctor followed eech truck convoy since it wae compulsory

for him tobe present at thegse maas executions, 'On thejir -
arrival 2t the gassing establishment, whioh was - gurrournided

by & double barbed wire fence, men, women' and -children had

to canpletely undress,- Each of them was given a towel and .

& piece of soap, Then they were driven into the: 'barrack )
until it wasg completely fil led up, Everything wes hermetical~
1y closed and epecially trained Ss units threw hydrocvenic "

g
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bombe through the ventilation openings, -After about 10 -
minutes the doors were opened and a special squad composed
exolusively of Jews, had to clear away the bodies and pre~
pare for a new group of "seleotees", The crematoria had
not yet been oonstructed, although there was & smail one
at AUSQOHWITZ which however was not employed for burning
these bodies. Mass graves were dug at that time into whioh
the corpses were simply thrown. This oontinued into the
autumn of 1942, By this time extermim tion by gas waes be~
ing intensified and there was no more time even for suoch
summary burial, Row upon row of bodiea of murdered Jews,
govered only by a thin leyer of .earth weére widely dispersed
in the surrounding fields, oasusing the soil to become almost
marshy through the putrefsction of the bodies, The smell
emenating from these fields became intolerable, In the
avtumn of 1843 sll that remasined of the bodies had to be
exhumed, the bones colleoted and burnt in the crematoria (by
that time four had been completed), An alternative was to
gather the remains of the unfortunate victims into heaps,
pour gesoline over them and leave it to the flames to finish
the tragedy. The immense quantity of human ashes thus -
collected was carted away in every direction to be soattered
over the fields where these mertyrs:had found their lest
reet, we ,

In the meantime the crematoria had been finished and
the number of arrivals was steadily increasing, Gaesing and
burning were carried out at record speed but the supply of
ocorpses became so large that occasionally they had to resort
to the old method of open air cremation, - It is estimated -
that approximately 1 1/2 million Jews were_ extarmipated in-

thia menner. With the exoeption of the Polish Jews, the .
other Jews had no idea whet was in store for them-at AUSCH-
WITZ, We were told by Dutch and French Jews that the Germans-
had informed them that they were leaving their country to be
transferred to Poland where everyone would be sble to .con=:
tinue work in his own profeassion or s8till better, .where for’
each shop, concern or fsotory seized by the Germans an equi-
valent source of livelihood would be put: at their dispoeal,
They were to take their whole fortune with them and-liquid
cassh for at least 8 weeks. This resulted in considerable e
amounts of money and veluables being brought to AUSCHWITZ
(most of them byDutech bankers and diamond merchants) mos% of
which was stolen by the camp sgtaff, 'SS: men and prigoners,
The condemned Jews generally faced their faté—calmly;'al—r
though thosge arriving in 19432 had,a,clearer;ideaféf what
awaited them, The gporadic attempts 2t rebellion dnd .mass
escape when the freight cars were unloaded upon ‘arrival. weie-
bloodily repelled, The special railway siding reserved for
the convoys was surroundeg by ‘searchlight - and maohine~gun
postse. On one occasion these unfortuna te people scored. =
smell success., It must have been during September or
October 1943, after a transport of women hag arrived, - The
accompenying: 88 men had ordered them to uridress and were
about o drive them into the gas chamber, - This moment was
always- uged by the guards as a googd opportunity fopr looting;
and rings and wriet watches were torn off women'’s fimers:
and arms. In the confusion resulting from one such attack,
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This gave the 8ignal
for the others to attack the execut ’
men, One 89 man had 3 C
acalped, but unfortunately none of the women were able to
egoape, Although an attempt was made to keep this in~ :
cident seoret, it resulted in an order being issued where-
by 88 men were ot allowed to remain in oemp after 8 p,m,

The extermims tion
although in the camp,

The fate of those Jews admitted to th

IV. EXEQUTIONS.

e —— S

Untll the Summer of 1941 AUSCHWITZ wag mainly a
corcentration camp in whi ch o executions had taken place
80 far, The firet exeoutions came ag g surprise for the
majority of the camps inmates, :They began in the Summer
of 1941 when one evening after rolil
were oalle d up (I well remember, there were 18 men from
Oracow alone)., The men whose n

. umte r8 had been oalled were
ordered to the stook Toom, where they had to

olothes and were given old ragas (a shirt and pants) in ex-
change., Then they were taken to the gravel pit-ang shot
ank range, The other prisoners

8% the shooting but the - .
exeoution was go arranged that prac ically the whole camp: - -.
oould witness the proceedings, “After -the exeoution g 8re cial . .
commando wasg designated to bury the b diea,  Thig inoident. - :
caused a great deal of unregat within : : i
assumed until then that
exoluded the death penal
of the German State, Fr
carried out at more or 1
being called up on Tuesd

give up their

Bioex 1o WALL

(Tsstate q) Execu'llo;;

-

- The index carde

: " ohief clerk’s office to tie respeotive "Blook
} ) morning, immedistely efter roll

%

; 8" and.in the
~oall the numbers of the -
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prisoners were called up by "the Blook mcorder", If the
index ocard bore the insorip tion "to report 1mmediately -
after roll~call® ang the signature of the "recording clexk"®

1t meant that the prisoner called up wag to be shot, The
"blook recorder" assembled the viotimg and brought them
over to the chief clerk’s of fice

+ There the numbers, names
and dates of birth were cheoked age

d into rows
of five by the camp .eldest and the block eldes
prisonersy

0 the place of execution,
If the shooting was only to take place a few howrs later,
the men were locked up in cells, I

was t0 be ocarried out at once they
washhouse, They undressed am thei

of "Blook 11" or then

by the Capo of.the cell-block (a Jew), who took hold of the

: d dragged them out to the wall
where he stood between the two. In the begigning the ocon-~
demned were forced to kneel and bend their heads forwarq,
but later they were usually shot standing, The eéxsoutioners -
shot their victins in the back of ‘the head with a .short :
barrelled rifle which. made a muffled Teport, :After the
exeoution, the "body-bearers" went into action ang removed
the corpses to g nearby stable where they were thrown on a
heap of straw. The blood staim were removed and ‘the em.
placement prepared for the executi on of two further victims, . -
After the whole group had been

liquidated, the bodies-were’
8% until the evéping.é At-dusk-all the ‘bodiee,

+  These ”death~transports";
during hours of curfew as the camp author:

. to keep the executions as georst as possible, -

in which they vere, however, not particularly»succeSGful. Ag:,
ment ioned before, such 8xecutions starteg during the Summer ...
of 1941 and reachegd 8 peak in 1943 with the transfer of - = )
"disciplinary companies" from AUSCHFITZ to*RAJSKOi(BIRKENAU)\
towards the end. of May 1843, Together with a~1&rgewgroup of-
"Muselm{nner" ("Muselmenn" was a term applied in"canmp ‘jargon
to.conviots utterly exhausted by starvationjqrrover work). .-
many young and sturdy men were%selectéd;gﬁd'drafﬁed into:-

thee "disciplinary compagnies”, .. They-were &11 marked with

a large red dot sa in these?specialrgroups}the inmategéwere';
differentiated by red dots on their chests ana backe for g
of fences committed in eivii life and by black circles for )
"eri mes® committed in- the cemp itself. Such “companiee"’were
made up of about 500 men ‘of whom, every second day, 10 $o 15

were shot, The rest of . them had to work extremely hard-and
awalt their turn, -At the gg

g me time, mags exeocutions starteq
in AUSCHWITZ (middle of May 1943). Once, twice or three
times & week, 40 to

60 men were 8imply picked out and shot.,
Restlessnegs inecreased in the

_ camp when, by,middle-of'June
the situstion hag not changed, to a point approaching open
rebellion{gspecially efter one mase - executions whie

e

"cost the
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lives of 130 prismers, The camp adn inistration epparent-
ly got wind of this and during & roll=~call sometime in
June it was announced that exeoutione would ceasse and the
death penalty would be abolighed., It was true that the
prisoners reacted with deep distrust but on.the whole the
news had a quieting effect on everybody, And in faot there

all Poles from the LUBLIN and PODHALA districts, Terror
broke out in the camp as a result although again many re-
acted with complete apathy. This ended a ghastly series of
eéxecutions of prisoners who, upon arrival in the oamp, were
already oondemned %o death. But some of them had been in
camp over a year without knowing that their fateé 'was al-
ready sealed. It often happened for instance that & prismer

deadly injection in hisg bed, The famous Polish actor Witold
ZACHAREWIOZ was murdered in this way, All this of courge
did not mean that October 1943 8aw the end of theé execution
of prisoners brought to AUSCHWITZ with death warrants al-
ready signed. ¥

Only the method underwent certein changes,: In:the .
early days for instance, the Aryan prisoners had elwayg - -
been given numbers and then incorporated into~the ocamp, later -
& new methal was evolved consisting in i{mmediately dividing o
the newcomers into two groups : thoge condemne d to-death and

those who were to ranain ae regular inmates. The firgt group

was not alloted serial numbers but directly: transferred from '-%¢, 2

the "Block leader’s® central offioe to-the cells in Blook
11", The executions took place there and the arrivals were .
either shot at once or a few days later, Thie procedure wag '
adopted in an attempt to keep the ‘whole matter secret and SO
executions were only carried out late at night, .In addition
the camp inmetes were led to believe that only "oiviliang"
were submitted. to this radical treatment”(it,ﬁuat,be,statéd,,
that only a permanent camp inmate was cgnsidered,a_"prisoner",

whereas newcomers, without numbers and Who‘had;hot‘Yetrjoined
the ‘ranks were gti1l designated as "civilians"), ‘8o as long:
88 only "civilians" were executed the regular inmates were
not particularly upset. Executiong of ﬁprisopergg however,
did not cease altogether, “uThe camp administration: 3 g
ly severe regardirg discipline and respectEof camp rules, 5",%§§
For the slightest omission one wag marched off to the ‘execution V-
cells and of course never returned. Thinge became even worse -
when the poli tical section (meaning the camp Gestapo) decided

to take charge of the punishment of petty imternal offenoes..

spreading political News or cormenting on. the Germen High .
Comrand’s comntiniqués, drunkeness; theft (foodstuffe, gold,
precious stones),,premeditated escape, ete..” The death.ceisr

8 extrem .~ ¥

g




were always ovescr(owded and every now and then fhey had-
to be "evacuated®. Thie took place as followe : the camop
leader, chief of the political section, GRABNER by name - R
dashed in, acmmpanied by & number of 8S men as drunk as v SURIER
himself. They went from cell to oell, taking down the RS
partioulars of each ocoupant’s case, thereason for his
punishment eto.. If the ocamp leader had a list of those
condemned to death in hand, the prisoners ocould consider
themselves lucky inssmuch as it might not yet be their
twn., But usually no notioce was taken of suoch a list,

What deoided the individual prisoner’s fate was mainly’

the impresesion he made on this gang of drunkards end the
mood in which the camp leader happened to be. There wae

no queetion of considerirng the sotual penalty. If the
impression he mede was not too unfavourable the prisoner
remeined in his cell to eswait his execution a1 -8 later

date unless he went to his death voluntarily. ™ The whole
inspection was acocompanied by a great deal of vile

language and brutal treatment. Usually 85 to 90 % of the
death cell occupants were "evecuated" and shot in front

of the wall so that space wae again aveilable for new.
arrivals. The camp in general was of course never informed : X
of this seoret justice nor who were it’s viotims, It is I 5
true that the reletives of the victims were duly informed ' : SR
but the cause of death was always given as being "natural®.

An incredible mmount of paper was wasted compiling fake ’
records of illnesses, fever charts etc.. destined %o jue-

tify each single death, Death announcements were. telegraph~

ed never more then at the rate of two a day.so-a8§ not to0°’ s
arouse suspicion on the "outside" _Frow the beginning, - .

the _exeoutions were carried out:by a®single man, First by
t0berscharfihrer® PALITS8CH who was lster sent to an

officers’ training center and then by "Scharfiihrer" S8TIWETZ

who still performs these duties. Executions of ‘women were
reported from AUSCHWITZ, but in small numbers,. On the other
hand great number s -of people were shot after havimg-been - .:
brought in by truck straight from freedom or from prisons,.

In two instances whole familieg were executed, parents = ..
together with their children, “In one ‘case; an:infant a. few:. .
months old ended his short lifé in -the arms of hig mother ‘.
before the execution wall. : ‘ o
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Mr. John W. Pehle,

£y
2

TREASURY E)EFUQFQ1-N45PJT
- WASHINGTON-25 ;

London

November 7, 1944

Dear John:

A . :
There are enclosed a map of the_ famous death camp
in Auschwitz, together with a short ‘description :concerning

details of 1life inside the camp and explanations. concerning
the map. .

As stated in my cable cohcerning‘these‘ddphmeﬁ%s, not-
withstanding that I have requested this map from the.Polesg’
on four separate occasions since .sending my ecable No. 8135

of September 29, I was successfullin receiving it dnly today.
After I received your cable of November 4, 1944 (WRB 20),' T
went to an official of the Polish Foreign Office, Dr. Manfred
Lachs, and told him that he would have to get--the maps  imme~
diately. Much to my surprise he produced, whereas-his collx
eagues had given many promises but never produced apy -maps.-
Dr. Lachs has promised to furnish me on: Thursday with more ™
maps of the area in which the camp is located. However, I .am
sending the map I now have and will ‘seénd the others as soon
as they are received. I am extremely sorry that I have been. -
delayed in getting these. E S B

Please keep me advisedvconcerning;any?ﬁiahsﬁregarding :
thewprojJect in question. T snall try to write you.another. -
long letter in a few days “bringing my activities up “to datey

i Sinc;éfely yours,

es -H. Mann, ' :

Special Representative, . -
#ar Refugee Board.

e

Executive Director, -

War Refugee Board, ]
Treasury Building, ’ .
Washington 25, D. C.

Eﬁcl.




-

Lo :
{ A - . CONCENTRATION CAMP AT OSWIECDN AUSCHWITZ/,
Explanations to the attached plan:
1. Towers, sentries with machine guns /12/
2a.Sentry, road gate .
* 2. Anunition damp
3. Canteen
4. Room of the biitck commander with his little tower for a sentry.

- Block no.1. = rooms for internees :
] n

Block No.2, - ! " and washrooms
Block no.3,4,5, ~rooms for internees
block no.§. nuseun

bdck n0.7,8,9,10 -- lodgings

blocks no. 11, -~ penal company )

block no.12 -~ lodgings and arrest /bunkers/
bolck noi3 - 19 ~- lodgings

block no20, special lodging for weak persons and ‘persons
block no22-24, —- lodgings; no.24 ground floor office

block np.25. —~ lodgings; on the first floor - stor
bdéck no.26, == safe and magazine
block no.27. clothing dept. and baths
block no.28, —-= general hospital )
= 3
5. kitohen
6. lodgings for S.S, N.C.0's H
6a, " woww o woaow and political dept,

7. lodgings for cemmendant of the camp -
8, orematdrium
9. administrative baildings
10. slaughter house
) 11, dairy
12. jeinery
+ 13. conecrete work shop
14, machine laundry
15, administrative buildings
16. tigber warehouse
17+ building materials’ warehouse™" s E
18. camp for civilianm workers who.are not  interned ‘at-t
19. military workshops - R LT
20. stores of belongings taken away from the prisoners
21, stores of the S.S. v ’ '
22, barrack rooms for the S.S,
23, offices = T :
2k, 5.§. barack rooms, stores.on the gro nd floor
25.-8.8. kitchen ‘
26, stores
27. dweliing houses for officers
28, stables

NG

i

unable .to worki

e=reom.;’

e csp

&
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_ "." The concentration camp At Yswiecim / cont/ . - 2.

29. unloading square /for transportation to Brzezinki)
30. 8.5¢ barracks, square, kennels.

a, and b. concentration camp for women

0. ggs chambers in a wood west of Brzezinkf/Birkenau/
d. crematorium, in w wood probably west of the barracks.
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""nelly the beds are grouped together when accomodatlon ‘is short and

.EATH CAKP AT OSVWI SJIM

Accomodation,.-

Detainees were quartered in. uniform barracks mod_elfe;d on the
military barracks dating from the Polish pre-war camp on the site
of which the concentration camp is situated,

At first only four of the twenty construcXted barracks were
two storey buildings, namely, barracks No.3, 9, 13, and 20. /Refer
to Mep No.1./ In the winter of 1940/41 the" Germans began to add
second storeys to all the other buildings and in March, 191;.3, all

twenty five barracks had a l#st. floor. The barrackx or "block"

stands approximately 60m x 10m. at an angle of BQO to the I’lv/r i

e E e

Sola. The ground floor is divided into two byf?g ',gjrii&or running

the length of the building there being 3~5 Stuben to each side of
the corridor. In #he centre is the staircase -shaft andW.C's. ' The
1st. floor is divided into two large halls and ‘one ’sép'a.'rate:roém‘-
for the Blockalteste. Bach hall is d:w:.ded by ma,glnary lines in-

to groups of 12 beds, each griup constituting.a Stube.

n the summer of 1941 the flrst beds were

cim, Hitherto the men slept on mattresses on the floor. Each man

had two rugs. The beds consisted* of three tlers o bunks. : 0% :

several men have to lie side by side across the Joined ;rJeds. “In the
ddytime sheets are spread over the beds but they are folded at n.i'ght
and never used, The ground floor Stuben are each partitio'ned off’

by walls and have one ex1t into’ the corr:l.dior. i’he average comple-i

&
ment of one ‘Stube is 60 =80 ‘men.,
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Deaths .

Executions: Many of these were carried out either outside the
camp to the right of the entrance on the site of the wash house
under construction or else near the S,S, canteen. For instance,
around the summer 1941, 400 men foem the Lubelskie area were shot
as a reprisal for the derailment by partisans of a traiiii in their
home district.

Strafkompanie S.K./. Jews were automatlcally sent here and usua.lly

Succumbed after theee months op 30. Men in the S.K, worked in des-
parate kommando outside the camp on the regulation of the river So~
la, having to stand in water which was ice cold y in wmter.

On the turn of 1941/42 over 1 ooo Soviet P.o W's, and-at- large

number of ailing men from the hosnltal /Krankenbau/ were gassed in
the S.K.Bunker and their bodies covertly carted away by night, pro-
bably to the crematoriws, According to 1nformant thls was the only
occasion on which the Bunker was used for gassing. 7

Gas Chambers. These were called “Brzez:mka" and were 51tuated some i

500 yards on the other side of Bn-kenau.

sp Autumn 1941, The flrst trans sort went 6" the gas chambers con-

s;stlng of weak and ailing r n‘en.r ThlS wasg ;just a: tr1a1

From 1942 onwards tra.nsports of 500 or 600 men swent "to theigas
chambers, beth from Ofwi ¢cim a.nd from Birkenau regularly once per
week and sometimes. twice per .lee.c. the vietims were usually takén

from the Krankenbau or Schonw:gsblock where. they were kept in isola~

tlon since ‘they were too weak to work

Bes:.des the regular inmates of Odwi eoim, huge transp)rts of Poles,

P
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world and went direct to the gas chamber,

Informant remem%s the arrival of transports of old men, women
and children, these being Poles unfit for heavy labour wHo had been
expropriated and intended for deportation, mainly from the Lubelskie
district, ' -

It was apparently estimated in the spring of 193 aR that the‘
total number of vigtims who met their death in the gas chambers
amounted to 800,000, , 7

OSdwiecimerematorium,

This is on the site of the powder magazine of the old Polish’

military cemp. The chimney was construote

nuary 194., being visible from the camp as

15 - 20 metres. The crematorium is underground‘ and jrﬁstr'oiltsi'de

-the camp to the left of the entrance.

In the autuwmn of 1941 informant recollects \utne351ng the a.rrl-' g

val of two gransports of Soviet P.o Ws. amountlng to a'bout 15 00 men

who were marched naked from the trucks halted outs:.dé the cemp,, d:L-

rect %o, the crematorium where they were gassed o
In 1942/1;_3 a number of Jews who ha.d. been quartered at’ \Blrkenau

whilst working in the Sonderkomma.nde‘manm.ng the Brzez:.n’za g

chambers, were brought to .the Odwiecim erematorlpm Venriith'ere gaesed.
Krankenbau The Lageralteste attached here was named Beck. There
was one 33. doctor whilst his subordinates vk:nown as Pfleger dressed
n’{vhste um.f‘orms were all detalnees, some. of them, German. They occa~

sionally nursed sick.sm back to health but were often ordered to

wex in December 192.0/ Ja=-
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kill their patients by giving them injections ~ a so called

"Spritze",

Camp defenceas.

1. The first deterrent from the inside of Odwieoim Gamp was a wire
running avound the camp supported by sticks 10 cms. hight On top
of each was a tablet with a skull and "Halt" inscribed upon it
Detainees were not supposed to venture beyond this line,

2, 3 metees further was the first barb;d wire obstacle constructed
in the autumn 1940, 3 metre concrete posts: inclineé. inwards at the
top were set 4 metres apart supporting numerous strands of barbed

wire /4,~6" apart/ attached with porcel&ln 1nsulators. The berbed:

wire was electrically charged a t nlght onl f Vromr Vervenlng until
the mormng rol call. » V

There were frequent cases of detainees dashing ghemselves agu.ns
the fme eleciric wire and informant cldims that he saw many such

cases. The Germans mede no effort to check these :uusldes. The_'b

electric current was probably controlled f:omzthe Blockf?uhrer ':s Stube.

B+ 21/2 metres beyond: was a second barbed w1re bb}sité, Te .;id;-nfbicai

with the first and also electrically charged. It was constructed -

in the spring or surmer of 19211 .

4. The side of the camp parallel to the rivar Sola and the adgacent

side, to the righr, were further guarded by a: conatete uall 4 metres

by 5 metres constructed in 1941. 'On the former side of - the camp ‘the

wall was at a distance of 15 metres from the second eilectric..v_vir'e and

on thelilatter» side, at a distance of, some 2 metres.
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Twelve surrets were stationed in commanding positions outside
the second eleotric wire but-within the concrete walls, Forb location
refer to the second map.

Each turrzt consisted of a platform raised some 5 mefres aloft
on four noles .; Access was gained by a I;dder » originally there was
a hut on each platform but around 1941/42 these were dismantled lea-
ving only boarding up to the waist so that the sentinells shati
‘should not fall asleep, The towers were meanned, only at night time,
there being one $.8, guard on duty normally giitwo during roll call
on eagh turrett. The guard was Assued w:.th a r1fle and sub-mach:.ne
gun. The gmards veported to the Blocki’uhrerstube where beds were
provided for them, ZEach guerd had a powerful& searchllght which

he could switch on at w1':|.l

-8,

Lighting, On every third 01‘ fourth nost on the outer eleotrlc wire:
was fixed a lantern which 1it the approached to the wire all through

the night, C ': \

Camp Eptrance. Over the smgle camp. nntrance was the placard pro—
cliaming "Arbeitmachtfrei” - Eesudes the above precautlons there

wal} a so-called Postenkette or. cheun of tur ets manned by S S

guards which enc:.rcle a conslderable ‘area outs:Lde the ca.mp 1tself

including the Industrehof the H WL. 3 D.A.W ——Th.1 .i»was 1ntendedi 2

for the supervision bf labour gangs in the day

An area of 30.000 heetaz-es around the camp was- clear&d of: a11

S

»

forms of civilian life 5 1oca1 dwellers being expnoprlated and

i3

deported. fhkex This exproprlatlon was carrled out in two sﬁges B

the first in 1940 and the second 1n 1941 No clv:.l:.ans were lowed

to work -inside Osdwigcim ca.mp although there were cases in B:erenau.
&4 .
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Noveiber 2, 1944,
HEMORANDIM

Res Use of Reports on Oswiecin snd -Birkenau Forw'afdeé’,
by McClelland.

1. Public release by War Refugee Board after clearance
with McClelland; K :

2. Publication and distribution by some publigher el e
without profity . .- : ) o i : ST

3. Use by Army in the form of a mamual to be distrituted . B P
to troops going inte Germany; T T S R e

4. To eupport proposal to War Department o bomb: the - two R R ‘ [T
concentration eamps; IR g ol = BanE

5. For psychologlical wa:ffarq;purposes.i‘ : COpiéa 6!‘- repbrf{;i,
in pamphlet form to:be dropped by planes over Germany, .
HcClelland has reported that many -Germang hsve only
limited ideme of organization of. these:camps and
treatment meted out in them, - SR

F. Hodel ) P

i
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novejnﬁe'z- 2, 1944
MENORANDIM

Res Ume of Reports on Oswiseim and Birkensu Fonraxdod
by McClellend,

1, Public release by War Refugee Boaxd after olaarance
with MoClelland;

2. Publicetion and diatribution hy sone publ:laher
without profit4

3, Use by Army in the form of a mamal to be diotributed
to troops going into Germany; e

4. To support propoeal to War Dcpartment to bou'b tho }m e ) ' R
congentration campsj ) B e B

5, For psychologicsl warfaro purpous. ‘COpiea of reports
in pamphlet form to be dropped by plenes:over Germany., -
HeClelland hae reported that meny Germans have only
1linited idess of organization of these campa and
treatment meted out in- them.: -

F. Hodel

FH:lab 11/2/4k
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DEC 22 M

Dear Mr. McOlelland;
In conneotion with the release to the
public of the reports on Auschwitz and Birkenau
which you forwarded to the Board under 'aate of
October 12, 1944, you may be interested inwthe,
attached memorandum on press end public reaction
to the accounts, S B IR .
Very tru?y ;rou;a,f
- 029 awedl #. o Bakio .

Code W P'errhler L
Executive Directoy -

Mr. Roswell D. McOlelland,
Speclal Representative,
Amerjcan Legation,

Bern, Switzerland,

Enclosure, - &

//“’7‘& '1*‘1&\,

FH:hd 12/22/44 v
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: referred ‘to therein. .

Dear Mr, Sherman:

Pursuant to. our telaphono

conversation this morning I am sending toﬂr>~“%f¥¥¥35 ?

you herewith a photostat of a report re-f*
ceived fror Roswell D. McClelland, Wsr-

Refugee Board representative in Bern, _~;_,,;7

Switzerland, transmitting the reports

L1 shall appreciato very much
your help and- suggeseions with ragard to
this material :

' Please ragard thisfmatter a8  >t{i= T"" o

oonfidential for the tinme being,

Very ruly yours.

Mr, Harry Shernan g e
Book~of-the Month Club, -

385 Madison Avenue,

New York New York.-

~ Enclosure

=

¥R JWPehle:lnh 113Ny
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY .
WASHINGTON, D, C.

18 November léAQ
. [933 4

Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director i
Wer Refugee Board

Treasury Department Building, Rm. 3414 e
Washington 25, D. C.

§h. 5200,8(9/27/58)

Datan FO /‘2.‘,—4.‘;
apren A=
" I refer to your letter of November 8th,sf§ﬁ§hfch you for=
warded the report of two eye-witnesses on the: notorious Germen
concentration and extermination camps of Auschwitz end Birkenau in
Upper Silesis, C- B e

Dear Mr. Pehle:

DI -
Beda

The Operations Staff of the War Department has given cere- ... /°

ful consideration to your suggestion that the bombing of: these' camps
be undertsken. In consideration of this proposal the followi,
were brought out: 5 R

A

a. Positive destruction of these'béﬁp ’6ﬁldli;cé95itatéf.’f'
precision bombing, employing heavy or meditm bdmbardment,'brLa' S
attack by low flying or dive bombing aircraft, preferably the :: )
latter. : L e e T T

b. The target is beyond the maximum Pénge of medium bom— = = < °

berdment, dive bombers and fighter bombers located in, United
Kingdom, France, or Italy. T a

c. Use of heavy bombardment:fiom~Uﬁited’Xingdomrbgses
would necessitate a hazardous,rgund:trip'flight'ﬁnéscof%éd
of approximately 2000 miles-over enemy territory; .

©d. ‘At the present critical stage of the war in Europe; . .
our strategic air forces ere engaged in the destruction of ... .
industrial target systems vitel to the dwindling wer pbtehgial“
of the enemy, from which they slibuld not be diverted,: The ™ -
positive solution to this problem is the earliest possible -
vietory over Germany, to which end we should exert our entire
means. S - :

e. This.case does not at all perallel the Amiens mission -
because of the location of the concentration and extermination
cemps and the resulting difficulties encountered in attempting‘
to carry out’the proposed .bombing. ‘

33
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John W. Pehle 18 November 1944

Based on the above, A
dengerous effect such a bhombing wouwld heve on the object to be at- "
tained, the War Department has felt that it should hoty &t leagt
for the present, underteke thege operations . S :

I know that, you have been reluctant to press this activity =

on the War Department. We have been pressed strongly from other .
querters, however, and have taken the best militapy,opinion“on—its
feasibility, and we believe the sbove conclusion

Sinééreiy,

Joty 3/ wecroy/ |

Apalstant Segretary of War . -

b
ey

Inc. .
Report of two eye-witnesses.

Data— VO /& - ‘6.‘ i

VvSigﬂgture— Cf‘f ‘

as well as—thé'mdstfunéertain;:if:nét,  A

‘isa.’gound one,
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Dear Mr. MoOloy:

I send you herswith coples of two eye-witness desoriptions of -
the notoricus German agoncentration and extermination oamps of ‘Auschwits
and Birkenau in Upper -Silesin, which have' j

Board's Special Reprasentative in Bern » Switserlend

whom we have borrowed from the Amerdoss Friends Service Comittes, No: '~

gruesome byutality of what is taking place in those
have these sober, faotual acocounts of condi tions

Birkenau, -I earnestly hope ‘that you will read thqpe reports.

The destruction’ of ‘large nuambors- of ﬁé;pie"iﬁﬁhredtiy 1s not
a simple process. The Germans have been foy . X

out murder on a mass produotion basis, -as the htt’adhg’dvupdrta will B :
testify. If the elaborate murder installations at Birkenau were destroyed, -
41t sesms c¢lear that the -Germans. could no@recoxgqmct tl;u;_:or,;ao_ns time, - A

Until now, despite pressure from meny sources, I have besn - :
hesitant to urge the destrustion of thess ¢smpa by direct, military 80~ o oo
tion. But I an convinced that the point has now besn: reached where suoh L
B action 1s justifiable. if 1t 18 deemed faasible by competent military - R
authorities. I strengly regommend- that the. War Department give serious
consideration to the'po!qibilit}f dfrdestroying;ﬁha"éxef ution chambers @ -
and orematories in Birkenau ‘through- direct bombing action, " It may be - S
obaerved that there would ba other advantages of a military nature to. such
an attack, ' The Krupp and Siemes factories; where anong othey. things - :
oases for handgrenades are made, and a Buna plant, all withfn
would be destroyed, The deatruction of the German barracks and @

up
strengthenad by such a dramatic exhibition of Allied a

Arkensu might bs liberated SRR
in the confusion resulting from the bombing.. That the sffeating of a T e C Y
prison bresk by such methods 1is not without precedent i{s indicated by -

, 90py of & recent New York Times article. R
| E of ‘the 1liberation from Ariens prison of 100 Franch patriots by the RAF. : !
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Obviously, the Wer Refugee Board ias in no
vhether the foregoing proposal is fsasible from a military standpoint,
Nevertheless in view of the urgency of the situstion, we feel justified

in making the suggestion. I would appraciate having the views of the War.
Department as soon as posaible, : P

Vory truly yours,

{Biaaat) g oy Bend
J. W. Pehle
‘Exeoutive Director:

Honorable John J. MeCloy,

Agsiatent Secretary of War.

" ‘Enclosures,

e

positigxi’ to detormﬁ:ej o S
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Dear M¥r. MoCloy:

1 send you.herewith coples of two eys-witness descriptions of. -
the notorious German concentration and extermination cemps of Auschwits
and Birkenau in Upper Silesia, which have just been received from the
Board's Speclal Representative in Bern, Switzerlend, Roswell McClelland
whom we hive borrowsd from the American Friends Service Committes.: Ho
report of Nawl aprocities received by the Board has quite caught the - .
gruesome brutality of what is taking place in these camps of horror as
have these sober, factual accounts of conditions in Auschwits an
Birkenau. I earnestly hope thit you will read these.reports. ;

- The destruction of large numbers of people:apparently is not:.-

a gimple process. . The GQermans have been forged to devote oonsiderabld.
technologleal ingenuity and administrative know-hiowin-order to carry - -~ |
out purder on a masa production basis, as the attached raports will . .~
testify. If the elaborate murder installations at Birkenau were destroyed,
it sesms clear that the Germans aould not regonstruct then for some tims, - -

Until now, despite preéssurs from many ’BOurcéaf,I'h%a'vj’bqu L
hesitant to urge the destruction of these caups by direot, mllitery ac~': .
tion. But I am convincad that ‘the polnt has now been reached where ‘sugh:

action is justifisble if 1t is deemed-feasible by competent pilitary: - e

authorities. I strongly recommend that the War Departient give sericis -
consideration to the possibility of destroying the sxeoution chembers

end crematories in Birkenau through direct bombing action. ‘It 'may be-. = 7
observed that there would b8 other adventages of a uilitary naturs to such -

an attack: “The Krupp. and:Siemens factories, where among other things

cases for handgrenades ars made; and & Buna plant, all within Auschwits) = i

would be destroyed. The destruction ‘of the Qerman barracks- and. guard=
houses and the killing of German gsoldisrs in the area would also Bs
accomplished. The morale of underground groups might be oomaiderably=::
strengthened by such a dramatic exhibition of Allied air support and a-
number of the people confined in Auschwits and Birkenau might ba liberated
in the confusion resudting from the bombing. That the effecting of-a -
prison break by such methods is not without pragedent is indicated by

the descoription 4n the enclosed copy of a recent New York Times article
of the liberation from Amiens prison of 100 French patriots by the RAF. -

H
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Obviously, the War Refuges Board is in no p’oéit.imitrd determin

whether the foregoling proposal is feasible from a military standpaint. .- -
Nevertheless in view of the urgency of the situation, we feel justified

in making the suggestion. I would appreciate having the views of the War
Department as soon as possible, : SRR

Very truly ;ma,
{8igmad) 7. o Pahip

J. W. Pehle -
Exeoutive Director -

Honorable John J. MoGlay,

Asslstent Secretary of War.

Enclosures.,




- -y

THE NEV YORK TIM5 - Sunday, Ostober 29, 1944 -
(Bection X, Page 7, Colums 1~3) LT

PRISON BREAK DONE BY RAY AT AMIENS

Bomb Freeing of Doosad French, in Which Capt. P, C. Pickerd Was
: Killed, Revealed R

by
fiydney Gruson

"London, Oct. 28 - Jast Feb. 13 a ploked group of ninsteen pinpofng. - -
Woequito bombers of the Royal Alr Froos, led by Group Caph. P. 0, Plekard,
broke down the walls of Amiens Priscn, shattered the Cermans’ guard houses =
and enabled most of one hundrsd Frenoh patriots awaiting probable degsh to
.!eipt-- . ; o

"The Pritieh Air Ministry relessed tonight the story of this unique . . :
exploit, one of the most difficult ever sccomplished by the RAF, mnd an- .~ = =«
nouneed that 1t was during this operation that QCaptain Plekard, the famous
F for Freddie pilot of the film 'Target-for Toright! and ranked ss the
RAF's finest bowber pilot, was killed.. B R R A

"At the brisfing jusk before they took off Captein Piokard told hls =
mens . 'It's a- deatheor-glory Job, boys.! It meant death for Cesptain Plekard

and his observer and the orews of & sagond I_ionquitp ‘and two fighter sscovte o

that failed to return,

“Three squadrons of. Homquite bombors essorted by Spitfires were sent
to do the job == the only time sen alr force has besn used to unlock & jafl,
The prison wns a cruciform bullding in a courtysrd surrousded by a wall = .
twenty fest high snd three fast thisk. The wells had to-bs breached and - -
the German quarters destroyed, the latter with an 1 X v a
to keap casuslties to a minimm smong the Frenchmen in the adjoining prison.

"A model of the prison wae sarefully studied by all the plrmen. Teking
off from a sunow-covered airfield, the thres squadrons got:to Amiens dead om =

time and found a break in the clouds over the arss. =

"A ifow Zealand squadron went in £iret and hreached the wall on its
northeast and northwest perimster. The wesond wave of six bosbers, flowm
by Austrelisns, divided and elit open the Jail by smashing the puard’s

annsxes at both ende. 7The third squadwer held in S aaver bod to be.
“”he" Jad exactly and thoroughly did the New Zealanders and Austrelisns do
the Jobs: . . i i b

1ittle eplosive s posatdle
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“The losquitos used delayed-action bombs and skimmsd the walls gofng in -
and out, A photozraphio plane made three runs cvor ths prison- and by p S
brok film showing the prisoners running out through the bresches in the build-
ing and walla, Germans lying dead on the ground end pstrlots disappearing =
acrose the snow on a2 field outsida the prison. ceEE T

"Although nome of the Frenchzeniwere killed by the michine~guns of
the Nagl guards, the Afr Kinistry learned that the najurity of thes pot
© away, joining up with mambers of the uiderground aweiting them in s near-vy
‘woods:. . . i

"After Anions was 1iberated, thse Frasch told how Captain Plckard di.d.
He had dotached his pline from the msin foros and protesting fighters to -
direct and obscrve the aseuadt. Vhen cne Nosquito was hit by -German flak,:
‘he flew low, spparently to Anvestigste the fete of the orew, ) :

“Iwo Fooke~tulf 190's attacked his plens and ehot 4% down & few mlles
Irom Amiens. Ha and his crewmn wers buried hy the Germens in a cometery: R
slongside the prison. . vt R

, and 1t  game with the
othors, wag that this wap & job where it did net- wattor if we were a1l -

"1The feeling of the men in our squadron, and it was th
" killed,? seid one of the Australtun pilota.

R Tt was tho gort of operation that gave you & fealing that, 1f you
did nothing elss in this war, you hed done momathinget .- TS
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FROM:  WR. SHANFPER'S OFFion
, R, PEHLE : L :

Dieck Paul called %o sey Lhat the" situatisn

with Wank is unchanged; The reports srée Mbeing B

held for possible fubure use."




TO

FROM

w2

- ¥

‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT -

INTER: OFFICE COMMUNICATION

) DAT:E November 16, 194

Mr. Pehle
Virginia M. Hannon

Regarding: Yank Magazine and the German atrocity réports. .

On tonday, October 30, Sgt. Richard Paul-telephonéd e and :asked
if we dealt in German atrocity stories., He said’ Yank Magazine, for which
he is a reporter, had given him an assigmment to write a-German’atrocity
story to show our soldiers the nature of their’ enemy,-: They vianted a. .- S
story that could be stamped as "official," < that is, -one which .came™ -/
from an official source, e . :

I suggested an interview with Mr, Pehle ahd, ,v&thlI.'{i;.;'i’éhiéﬂféwéah;seﬁt;"
‘arranged for S5gt. Paul to see Mr. Pehle on ‘Thurs_dja::/,,Novembg;' R

On Kovember 1 there had arrived for the Wap Refugee Board i‘rom I
Mr. MeClellend in Switzerlsnd two reports from”prisoners. vwho had-escaped -
from the notorious extermination camps at. Avschwitz and. Birkenau o

Mr, Pehle agreed to let Sgb. Paul téke a -photostatic’ qupy;pf'the.repor’éé{ L
to Hew York where the head offices of Yank are located: This Sgt,: Paul:

did and returned to tell us that Yank was plantiing . to. use excerpts of-

- the reports probably in the December 1 issue which,comes._,'oi‘i?‘"the’fpi‘e,sis,és

" issue, vie- should-have to ‘get. the reports out to the NeVSDE

e 'Meantime, the 'r}fai' 'Rei‘uge'er Béard'd'ecfided ﬁoﬁisﬁsi’;

llovember 17 and that he now wished to have_ a brict interview with T
Kr. Pehle to run at the head of the story. This intervieir took place
Kovember 7 in Kr. Pehle!s office, Sgti Paul ‘was t01d by M Pehle that * =
we should like to sée the exderpts which Yank decided upon 6 that-ve .~ -
might check the few deletions of names -which:ve were making: from the .
reports. Sgt. Paul told me he vas' instructing: the New York office b0
mail the excerpts directly to me.. ‘He. vrote up - the ‘interview and-sentiit o

over to Mr, Pehle to-check. -The eXCexjptrsr‘fromtl:{eW'Ydf‘l;:

0 ; : , Jreport,
presss Ve decided -that.if:Yank-published the-reports i ‘the ‘Deée

vieeks “We, therefore, -began t‘é rocess the reports,

About November '10.Sgt,  Paul teléphoned me to say that he.was. very
much 'discouraged about the progress -of his story; “that: the New York ) .
editors had. come t6 the conclusion ‘that 6ur reports: were. too Semitic and-
they had asked him to.get a story ‘from obhet Sources. . He asked me what -

- other sources there were for such’ stories; ~aside from 'nev.'spape‘r_frepoj:j’c's'.b'

"I told -him that I knew of no other sources than the.Jewish organizations’
" and ‘suggested that inasmuch as the vhole Nazi -extermination program was.

more-than 90 percent Jewish, it was most unlikely that he ‘could: get any -

%
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stories that did not deal principally with Jeévsi.: Sgt. Paul also ‘r,o]d

me he had gone to the Pentagon Building to get clearance’ _the story L
for overseas publication and there he had been sent. .from: one: offlcer ERAR
to another in quick order and had found a very nega'bive attitude,
consensus in the Pentagon Building was that it was "a hell-ofa: ho :
story" and would have %6 move through the highest mlhtary' channels .’ :.
for approval. Sgb. Paul told me he was quite sure Yank wayild nof
the stories in the December 1 issue. And I told hJ.m that . we: had L '. :
decided to release them Liovember 26 to papers all over the coun’ory. B

A few days ago Sgt. Paul called me again to ’c.ell me ’oha‘b New York B
again had asked him to try to get a less Jewlsh story and- again told— o
him I was sorry but!I could not help him, I told him' that: I .was’ qulte
sure.that iir. Pehle had sent a copy of the reports to Hr, Mc(}loy.

Today Sgts Paul telephoned me again to s hat the story Vg, belng
held. He said he had written a long memorandum to ‘Mew: York ‘giving.-all
the arguments for using the reporits and telling them that: the War ="
Refugee Board was releasing them to the préss, In reply 4to'bis memorandum §
he vias told to try to gét other material, :The Acting Managing: BEditor S
.sald that because of latent.anti-Semitism in. the AI'my, Yie ought, a1 AT

s :
- possible, to get something with a less Semltlc slant. ~~He:-ig: gomg to

#New York again tomorrow.
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Pehle Interview
TANK's Washington Bureau
7 November 1944

"Any civilian naturally hesitates to try to tell a soldler the

nature of the enemy which he is fighting, But I happen to be 1n a. spot

where I can see a side of the Germans that soldlers,don't oftgn:ger

a chance to see." i ‘
John Vi, Pehle, Executive Dlrector of the: War Refugee Board, as | ex%

plaining to us the nature of the documents whloh are prlnted below. T

A Treasury career man since 1934, Kr, Pehle was A331stant to the

Secretary of the Treasury and Director of Forelgn Funds Control vhen

the President appointed him Dlrector of ) [har Refugee Board 1n February = A

of this year.: The Board, consisting of the Secretarles of war, State, E J.irl

and Treasury, was set up by a Pr651dent1al Lxecutlve Onder on 22 January 1944.

"The War Refugee Board vas set up: by Pre51d§nt Roosevelt to act

for this Governnent in rescu:ng and aldlng v1ctims o; Naz1 persecutlon.

* To obbain the facts on these refugees and to fac111tate 1t work the

Board has 1epresentat1ves 1n key spotu suoh aS bw1tzerland S\mden,

S

:ortugal and Turyey. These repregentatlves have tested contacts through—r

ment of Dersecuted persons,

"Into th@ War Refugee Board flow cables and- reports from vantage‘
spots throughout Durope telllng of the N321 program of peruecutlon and
extermlnation. These reports glve facts whlch nene of ug Tant to belleve

and vhlch Amer:cans naturally refuse to belleve untll overwhelmlng ev1dence
i

‘has been preuented. Me on-the har Refugee- Board have been very sceptlcal.
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Pehle
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Ve remembered too well the atrocity stories of the lasthaf, ﬁany,of wWnich -

apparently were untrue. . o o
"But Hitler's program of extermination has nowbbeeh‘pléarly gub-

stantiated., kot only have the Wazis boasted 6f what they are doing,' but

in retreating the Germans have left behind: traglc ev1dence of thelr Destlal

actions. Only recently Averell Harriman, Amerlcan Ambassador 1o the: Sov1et )

Union, stated that the 'character of the German atrocltles on the eastern ,"'

i

front have not been and camnot be exaggerated.

"Recently a War Refugee Board represennat ve i Switzerlandlrecelved
from reliable and corroborated sources these o eye witness accountg OL< }i{
events which occurred in notorlous extermlnatlon camps establlshed by the‘
Germans., The Board is conlldent that these reports present a true plcture 3
of the frlghtful happenings in uhese camps.

"Any decent person who reads thege storles 1nev1tabl"asks the questlon,

domlnate Europe for generatlons to come, whether he ving .or loses the
military phases of thls var, and that to accompllsh thls he has no: he51tatlon'
to vipe out mllllons of 1nnocent people.

; - "The, har Refuvee Board -is meking the reports public in the. firm con-

v1ct10n Lhat thCJ should be read ‘and understood by all ‘Americans,! 30
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THE ASSISTANT SECRErARY,oF WAR

Mr, John Pehle
War Refugee Board

WASHINGTON

23 November 1944

Executive Office of the President

Waghington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Pehle:

Inspection of the attached release "Geman
Extermination Camps ~-Auschwitz-and Birkensu!: -
indicates that there 1s no milite,ry security’
involved and therefors, there is no reason. why '
the War Department should object to 1’cs release.

Sincerely, - i
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‘November 22, 1944

Memorandum to Files: ‘

From: Virginia M'.'Mannoni b I

Regarding: Mr. Elmer ﬁéir;ls ! v:’qtgéstlibhihg'—' of War Reméee"bgéfd '8° relaase
of : German atrocity: storiés. el

At Mr, Davis' request Mx,‘}’?ehl'e"viénﬁftb 800 Mr.Davis in hﬁ,.sv'éfi}iée S
at the Social Security Building at-2:30.p. me todays ‘Accompanying ~ L
Mr. Pehle were Mrgh:rl,e'dm,an.,ande'ija_,;Mannon, Cle e e

affi Mrs Dalton,

Mr. Davis had with hin the folloming meibers of his taffi Mrs Dal ‘
e B ptain Drake.

Mr. Dood, Mrs Barrett, Mr: Herrick, Admiral MeCullough ‘and’

Over the telephone Mr. Davis had raised some objections to the Way = . -
Refugee Board's. issuing a press release on-the Ge_rmanrat;'oci’py'stqriesb o
which had beén mailed -to -the ‘press  Saturday, November 18" for ‘release: . :
Sunday, November: 26.. " He had asked Mr: Pehle to-come to his office to:discus
the subject furthers - T - R '

Beckground: A sumary of the reports had béen semt to th Board in =

July by Roswell McClelland, Board representative in.Switzerland. The -fu
reports had been sent to. the Board by Mr. McClelland in October: via /-

diplomatic pouch. " The Board decided to relsase.the reports to:the press’
and-did so without clearing them with OWI. . Failure to clear with OWNI was
unintentional; the Board was unaware that in"1942 Mr. Davis' :
order saying that news releases "relating significantly to the war effortn

must be. cleared and issued by OWT. 'Mr. Pinkus' of the Foreign News Desk . -

of ONI had been informed on Thursday;. November-16, that the Board was pre=

paring the reports for release and at that time ‘arranged send - for:12:

coples to go by ‘courier o New York on:Saturday, November

12 copies duplicated Were given to Mr. Piukis,“about ‘2 p.. m.

Before releasing the reports members of Mr. Pehle's: staff had
- over-them page by page; deleting the natés of .people who mi

gone .

~alive and might possibly be harmed by publicity: They had also care
"~ considered the advisability of deleting references -to. Jews :inflicting:
cruelty upon-other Jews “but. had decided ot to.edit the original text.

. _Discussion in Mr. Davis' Office: Mr:'Davis-led off by asking
Mr. Pehle the source of the reports. . Mr. Pehle read- excerpts of -
Er. MeClelland's covering letter vouehing for their auvthenticity. . Mri Davis!
~staff unanimously . viewed with alarm the War Refugee: Board's release.of the
reports. - Their reasons were various. Mr. Davis: called on ‘each of his ataff
members to.express  himself. :They thought there: would be a bad: reaction
overseas.  They pointed ‘out that they would have to give the stories :some

&
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. overseas play, since the press associations here: would undoubtedly ca.rry

- such a release one Week after the opening. of the Sixth:War Loan, etcs

e e

them. They brought up the question of the stories: being concerned with
a multiplicity of "mean little things," the idea of seeming to condewn. -
war criminals by lssuing a release with a heading "Executive office of
the Presldent f the Army and Navy's decision not to issue Jap: atrocity
stories because of reprisals on American prisoners, the question of - T
whether the reports had not been planted by anti-Semites: (because of. the S
reference to Jews being cruel-to Jews) s the inadvisability of timing < .

Mr. Dood asked Mr. Pehle what his purpose was in releasing the: reporta
Then Mr. Davis read a-news item from Reuters off the.ticker which; ap=..:
parently, was a piece of German propaganda saying that American Jewish -
officers were treating German prisoners of war. in much ‘the manuer: Jewieh
refugees were treated by the Germans. They all expressed fear of the
reaction to the reports, but when asked by Mr. Pehle if they e.xpected
a bad press reaction, said nos “In fact; Mr.-Dood: admitted he ;expected
favorable editorials and, they would use them overseas o

The whole meeting was’ pretty futile, since the release wag-a fait:
accompli. " Mr. Davis said Army, State.and 0SS. had refused to clear the '
reports because they were already released. Mt« Davis asked what' 1
bution had been made. and said. another: order. haq been flouted when”
told that the stories were sent to-editors all .overithe ountry: He: ]
the releases should havegone only 4o Washington bureass The - enormity
of the crimes which the WRB had perpetrated against:the OHI was. 80 gréat:
that Mr. Davis admitted there was practically nothing to be doné: -at-this-

. late date. He suggested the possibility of the Board's: issuing an

additional statement to all-recipients of the release pointing. out-that
the. reports came via: an agent of the WRB'who had taken- precaution to. -
ensure their authenticity. Mr. Pehle said he would consider it.t_ S

Mr. Pehle demolished their ob;]ect:.one one by one, explain:mg that he

"had talked with Congressman Celler,- representatlves of ‘Jewish: organlzations

in New York and-Secretary Morgenthau, that none of - them had felt any. i
fears suclizas: those voiced by GVI.  He reminded them. tha 0N ha w:.dely .
publicized the President 's statement of March 24, the statements.of the. .~ .
House Foreign Affairs Committes and Senate: Foreign ‘Relations Connnittee and

the statement’ by Archbishop Spellmar Which ‘had the same purpos :
reports. - He also pointed out that thers was considerable doub
people’s minds- as. to whether anything- actually was going tobe done
about war criminals. -When asked if this were the WRB's first atrooity
report, Mr. Pehle said yes, and it would doubtless be the 1aet. -

At least three times Mr. Davis eaid the head of his Polish desk had
read the reports carefully and had stated that :the events in the reports ,
might well have happened. - .




oé'-‘.‘.-'lcs OF WAR INFORMATI
WASHINGTON - . ..

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Noveaber 23, 10y

¥r. John W, Pehle, Executive Direqtoz;
War Refugee .Board .

Dear Mr, Pehle:

I should state for the record what I am sure you understood at-
the close of our conference yesterday efternoon—that the ‘story from the .
Auschwitz and Birkenau concentration camps has not-been: cleared. by thig = = .
Office; nor by the State Department, War Department, or any ‘other interested
agency. It was our feeling and theirs that when it had: already received .. -
such wide distribution, it would be inexpedient to attempt t¢ ‘recall it - ;
for amendment which, in the nature of ‘things, could not ‘take:-the form of " - ..,
questioning of specific details, but must deal with the tone and: general .
approach, v SR T

However, I believe that the supplementary statement. you propose

to issue should be given not merely to correspondents in Washington, but-
sent to every paper which received the original release;: inasmuch as the .

wire services might not carry it all over the country.. This story should,” .- -
as we said yesterday, include your statement. that you are -satisfied with -~

the reliability of the chamnels through which it reached-you=--naming both. . . .
your representative in Switzerland and thé Czéch diplomat from whom he re=:': ’:
ceived the story; but should add that its validity rests in the end on the .
credibility. of the men who: originally wrote it~=with; of course, such.cor=: '~ -
roboration as may be drawn from the fact that we ¥now that incidents similar
to those herein described havé taken places. e o

This precaution appears the more necessary since my attention - S
has been called (subsequent to yesterday's meseting) to the fact that the
two Slovak refugees quoted had been ‘block recorders at. Birkenauj which sug~
gests the possibility that their escape might have been ‘arranged or facili=
‘tated by the German ‘authorities.  Such & -suspicion may be“quite -unjust; . -

but the fact remains that severdl readers in this office é1t-that the story. . - f..
would,create contempt for the -inmates (whether Jewish or Aryan) of .corcens. e
~ tration camps; and it would not be:bsyond the. German.Propaganda Mindstry to .
-try to create that impression, even at.the cost_of-including ‘materials about .
atrogities committed by Germans. They kiow that their. own regord is well.
- Ynown here, and might feel that thd best they can' do-is 0" try:ito. swear

- other nationalities on'the samergpunp., ; -

.- I note with pleasure your assurance that hereafter all materials
proposed for release by your Board will be.cleared through ONI; as: required
"by Paragraphs 5 and. 7 of Executive Order:9182; and by our. Regulation Nos 1-
issved in pursuance to’ Paragraph 5 .of that Order. :Distribution-direct to




newspapers is also a vlolation of our Regulations No. 3 ‘and’ Nos 5, wh:.ch
prohibit such distribution except.on specific request, or when selective’

valid only for the department or agency which compiles ‘themj they may not

with these rulings hereafter.

lists have been established in response to such requests.. Such lists ares .

be promiscuously used, I shall rely on you to see 1: t. your sta.ff complie' St
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"‘—.n‘otj to reply to Mrs Davis! lebter, .~ - -

Memorandum to Files -

From; Virginia M. Mannon

Mri-Pehle; Mr. Friedman and I discu
letter of November 23 (attached

propose to issue,". Mr. Davis, himself, proposed that the :'
‘Board ‘issue such a stetement ‘at’ the .conference iii his office = -
- November -22 which Messrs. Pehle and Frisdman and Mre. Mannon:
-attended, . At that time Mr. Pehle sapid ks ‘would: consider
issuing such a statement..  ‘(Sas Mrs: Mannon!s: ndum
covering this. conference.) R

Mr. Pehle, Mr. Friedman aners.Me.nn
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT "
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C:

QFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Davis:

Thank you for your letger of November 23,
1944 concerning the story of the Auschw1tz and
Birkenau extermination camps.

At our recent meetlﬁé I 1ndlcated that ve.
would consider your suggestion that a supplementary
statement be issued indicating the names and ... .
connections of the 1nd1v1duals through whom the - o
reports were made avallable to us. After careful
consideration I have’' concluded that. the explanatory
statement which we attached toyall copies-of the
reports adequately describes their” ourAe and our
view as to thelr ‘credibility. e

Enclosed herew1th is a copy of a letter from
the War Department which indicates that it has no-
objection to ‘the publlcatlon of these reports.

Very t;uly'yours.:

AR B Pehlei‘,
g ,Executlve Dlrectof.;

Mr,- Elmer Davis,
D1rector, : :
Office 'of War ‘Information,
Washington, -D..C.

- Enclosure

&

oy
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Dear Mr. Davis.

Thank you for your letter of November 23
1944 concerning the story of the Auachwitz and

Birkenau extermination camps.,

At our recent meeting I indicated that we

would consider your suggestion that a eupplementary
~ statement be issued indicating the names and

connections of the individuals through whom the

reports were made available to us,  After careful”(

consideration I have concluded that the- explanatory

~ statement which we attached to all: copies.of the

reports adequately describes theit source and our :
view as to their credibility. SRR ,

Enolosed herewith is s copy of a Ietter frow o
the War Department whioh indicates that it hag no

objection to the public&tion of these reports. '

Very truly yours;

J W Pehle o
Executive Di:gotor.

Mr. Elmer Davis,

Director,

Office of War Information,
Washington.,D. C.

Enclosure,
%

I8 JBFriedman:lhh 11-25-4y
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‘who ‘escaped in April; 1944 after spending two years in the Ragd. "

LA

'S
T .

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE mesmsm"]
WAR REFUGEE BOARD_ )
WAsmN‘ewN,rn. c -

' GERMAN EXTERMINATION CAMPS: —— AUSGHWITZ AND BIRKENAU

It is a fact beyond denial that the Gemans have deliberatela'

and systematically mardered millions of innocent civilians = Jews. R

and Christians alike — all over Burope, : This: campaign.of terror .
and brutality, which is unprecedented in al) history and which
even now contimes unabated, is part of ths Germn plan to snbju-
gate the free peoples of the world,

So revolting and diabolical are the Geman atrocities ;tha.t.
the minds of civilized people find it difficult 40 believe tha'b

they have actually taken place, Butb the governments of the - »-—i---- ; o

United States and of other countries have evidence whi.ch clearly
substantiates the facts, : ]

The War Refugee Board is engaged :l.n a despera.‘be effort to

save ‘as many as possible of Hitler's intended victims, To facil- e

itate 1ts work the Board has represeéntatives in key spots in
Europe, These representatives have tested cont-acta tbroughmrb .
Europe.and keep the Board fully advised concern:lng the Gema.n can-w
paign ‘of exbeminatd.on a.nd torture. ) -

Recently the Boa.rd received frcm a representative close to.

the scena two oyo-witness accounts of: events which occurred in no-':'i’ :

torious extermination camps established by the Germans, The ﬁret
report is based upon the: experiences of two young Slovakian. Jews

concentration camps at Auschwitz and Birkenau in southwestern

.Poland, - The second report is made by & non-Jewish: Polish mejor,f::'

'bhe only survivor of ons group impxd.soned -ab Auschvits. T
The two reports were prepared :lndependently and: are repro-

" duced exactly in the form they were received by the War Refugee:.

Board, except for a few deletions necessary for the protection nf
persons who may still be alive, The figures ecmeeming Lhe -
of the Jewish convoys and the mmbers of men ‘and women admitted

" to the two -camps carmot be taken as mathematically exact;. and,

in fact, are declared by ‘the authors to be no more than reliable
appro:dmtions. They are acoepted aa -such by the Board, . - .

" The' Board has every reason to believe that these reporta

present a true picture of the frightful happenings in-these

camps, -Tt is making the reports publiec in the fimm comiction
that they should be read and understood by 811 America.ns. ‘

November ,;;}1944
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"No. 1

THE EXTERHINATION GAMES. OF AUSCHIITZ | (Oswlectm).

_and BIRKENAU

in Upper Silesid.
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“Two young Slovak Jews ~ whosa names: will not: be “disclosed for: . " .
the time being in the interast of bheir.own safety = have ‘beeri.. e
fortunate enough to escape. after spending:. -the :co
tration camps. of BIRKENAU, AUSCHWITZ and

they had been deported in1942 "ii‘_:rozif%'SIDVAKIAT '

One of :them was sent on April”13,.-1942 from the, ‘age ’
of SEFED directly to AUSCHWLTZ ‘and’ then . to "BIRKENAU; while. the
other was sént from the camp- of ‘NOVAKY o LUBLIN:on June 1
and, -after a short stay there, transferred to AUSCHWI T2
to BIRKENAU: = - . = oo ries - i

-The  following. report. & 5 noticontain everythirg these two. - o0
men experienced. during. their captivity, but:only what. one or ‘both:
‘together. underwent, heard, or experienced at first hands-"No. " o7
“individual impressions or judgrents’ aré. rded and nothing -
passed on from hearsay. - ... ¢ I

) The report starts -With the _story-of- the young' Jew uho vas:

Femoved from SERED. - The -account: of ‘his-experiences in BIRKENAU:

- ‘begins at the time the second Jew arrived thére- and- 18, "therefore,
' ‘based an 'the statements. of both. Then:follows: the-individual-" =" "
" narrative ‘of the second Jew who. was sent fro Y to :LUBLIN. -

- and from there to. AUSGHWITZ: . - S

N The' decriar'at‘i:d 5 tally with all
o tary. reports hitherto received, 1d 8 date
~to_ transports to- various: canps-agreée with: t

- These statements cani therefore, ‘be considere

e
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- arriving at.nightiat ‘AUSCHWITZ, . where: vva,e—,stoppegi';bh ;‘a sidetrac e

~

. sunder so-called Yprotective custody." Att
" “that is in April-of 1942, there el

G
On the 13th April, 1942 our group,. consisting of 1,000 men,
vas loaded into railroad cars at the assembly camp. of SERED, -

The ™ doors ‘were ' shut- so .that nothing would ‘reveal. the .directi
of the journey;:and :when they ed -after ‘2 long while

had been uncoupled from our convoy, we contimed our ‘vay

The reason the other cars wers left behﬁnd;ﬂagaapparenﬁly;bhe}
lack of room.at :AUSCHWITZ, : They  joined.us,: however; a . few
later. - Upon arrival we-were placed in rows, of five .and - coun
There were':643:0f us' After a walk of about, 20, mimtes with c
pped);, -w ched

heavy packs : (we.had: left: Slovakia well: equi
the concentration-camp- of AUSCHWITZ.

Ve vere at once Led into a huge 'barrack whers on’ the ' on

side ve had to deposit-all ocur luggage and on; the other. side T AT

completely undress, leaving our clothes and.valuables behind, S
Naked, we then proceeded: to: an adjoining barrack where -our.. - )

the exit évery man was:given a number which began with2
in’consecutive order,--With:this mumber in:Hand we ‘were.tl
herded to a:third barrack tere. go-dalled; egistration ook’ .l
place, . This consisted of tattooing the numbers we had received -
in the.second ‘barrack.on-the left side of .ourichests, ~The ex~ - DR
treme brotality with which' this was ‘effected-made many of usg" '
faint..: The particulars of -our identity were also recordeds -
Then ve were led in groups-of a hundred into a. ‘eellar, and:
later to.a barrack vhere we vere issued striped prisc
clothes and wboden.clogs, - ‘This lasted until 10 a, In-the: = .-
afternoon our prisoners! outfits were taken . way from-us-again . -
and replaced by the ragged ‘and dirty. remains”of Russian L
forms. Thus equipped- 2 O

for_ p i

AUSCHWITZ 1s a :cohééhﬁ:;'é ion ¢ :
he -time my.

15,000 prisoners:

:about -

. AUSCHWITZ camp headquarters.controls ab-the Lime
vork--camp . of. BIRKENAU as well ag.the :t,.‘arm,’.].abor:camp_;pf I
All the prisoners arrive. first,at: AUSCHWITZ where - they:
vided ‘with prisoners! imuatriculation munbers and, then are -
either kept.thers, sent to BIRKENAU,.ory. in’-very small mumber

~to HARMENSE. - The prisoners receive. onsecutive numbers upon: .-

arrival. . ‘Every mimber is only. used ‘once’so, that, the Last mumber

._ 7
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Lt the time of our escaps, that isito. say at the -begi.rm ng,, 4
April, 19445 the nunmber had risen up’'to- +180; 0004: . the ]
the numbers were tattooed. on the ‘léfti breast;:
their becoming blurred, on the lei‘t forearn,

All prisoners, 1rrespect1ve of category or nationalit

treated the same:
are distinguished’

clothing on the left-breast under-the inmatriculation: nugbers,:,
The first letter indicates: the nationality: of ‘qhe-_vprlsoner,
This letter (for instdnce "PY for:Polesy). appearg.in:

of the triangle.
meaning:

gréeen "
black < "

pihk FERE |

The - Jewish prlsoners:'
the:.r trlangle (which

Wrbhm the enclosure of “th
‘several factories: '8 war production ‘plent ueutsche
Aufrilstungswerk (IAW);" a i‘actoxy belonging:to the KHUPP:
vorks and one to. the SIRMENS coricerns  Qutside.the. boundary
of the camp is a tremendous plc,nt cover:_ng several square.. -
kilometers named: VBUNALY- TS in a1l
aforementloned facto 1es. B

mately 500 by’ 300

,posts_about 3 meters high which are: connected (both nsid ‘and
“outside) with ‘one e .
wires fixed into the posts by" ‘insulators,’: Betwean, hese. two: rows
. .of posts; &t intervals of 150 meters, ‘thereé-are. 5 me‘bers hlgh
‘watchtowers, eauipped-with méichine ‘guns and gearchlights
front cf the immer high-tension: circle there is’ furthe
_...nary wire fence; N SN
a-stream of ‘bullets from the- watchtowers,’ This: system'is: called
"the small or inner chain of sentry posts." ~The camp itself is

composed of three

red triangle -

: The prn.soners' act.ual l:.ving quarters
at all’ be used, ‘inside thé

‘Howéver, to facilitate: -idéntificationy: théy :
by various coloured: triarigles:Sewed on:the

The coloured- tr:,angles ‘have

political prisorers under

protective custody: . -
~professional criminals ..
“Mdodgers" . (labor: slackers);
“'goclals" (mostly. Hussians).
homosexuals ki

: of ‘cases is: 'red) ds: tumed
g b" add1 & yellow pointss g

amp a: AU&LKIWI’I‘Z her are

Mgy Proper’ eover anta —,appror
meters surrounded by adoubls irow: of co!

ariother ' by ‘& dens& netting of:hi

Merely touchirig this fence is answer

rows of houses. - Between the first and second ' S e S
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RoucH GRounD PLAN OF Auscawitz
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~ circle of posts at'night is: completely impossible,. and

"The ‘garrison’of the outer ‘ehain’ is withdrawn at twilight 3

-by niiracle the éscapee has been suceessful
» -the -outer chain he'is nearly certain bo be caught by

)

“oubfit or.-red patches gewn-
© of the thoroughly intimidated: inhabitants,

- the ‘outer: chain of ‘sentry posts remaing:-on the watch forithres .t

row is the camp street;..and: belwéen the sedond and.third there.: -. . "~
used to be:'a wall. :The. Jewish girls deported ‘from;Slovalda in + .. .7
March and April, 1942,:over 7,000 of them, lived in the louses '~
separated by this wall up. to the middle of Avgust 1942 3
these girls had been.removed to BIHKENAU, he wall: between. th
second and-third row:of houses was removed..:The: camp. entry . L
road cubs.across. bhe. row.of houses; whileover; the entrance .
gate, which:is. of course always. heavily- puarded;: ‘stands: the.
ironic inscription: . “ork brings. freedom.” e i

At a radius of:some2,000; meters the whole ‘camp 18 encircled.
by a second line called "the big or outer:-chain of sentry pogteh - -
algo with watchtowers every 150 meters, - Between. the in viand: o
outer chain of sentry.posts are; the factories and othép rorksho;
The bowers. of theinner.chain.are-only. matned: at night vihen th
high~tension: ‘current is switched inbtothe  double wow of wires,
During daytime- the garrison: of ‘the imexr-:chain -of :sentry: posts
is withdrawn, and: the men take up duby in thei‘outer chain,:
Escape  through these senbry’ posts = and many. attempts have b
made - is practically ‘impossibles. - Getbing through the imer
the

towers -of . the outer:chain.are: so ose. 0" one another. @
every 150 meters; dees giving eachipower: “sector with
a 75-meter radius to watceh) that approaching unnoticed. is o
out of the-question, - -The. guards:shoob- Without warning, =: 1.

bub only after it-has-been ascertained thabt all:the prisoners . - . -
are irithin the inner circle. I the ‘10ll -call reveals:that -
a-prisoner . is: missing, sirens:ir 'dia'be;y,rsrdpnd_:,trg alarm

“The men-in-the ‘outeér:chain renain
lookoutb,* the inner chain is: manned; and-
begun.- by hundreds -of: S5: guards and” biLsedhound
the whole surrounding -countryside +6 a-state

‘g6tbin

nunerous: German police and 53 patrols, ~The:escapee’
more handicapped by his clean~shaven head;: his, stri
on His: clothing,. ar &

neglecting to give -infomation on the ‘whereabouts of a prisot S P
not 4o -speak of -extending help; is punished by deathes “Provided
shat the prisoner has riot-been caught sooner,-the ‘garrison . of ;-

days and nights-after which delay it is presuméd that the ‘escapee
has’ succeeded “in’breaking throughthe ‘double circles  The follow=!:.
ing night: the outer guard is withdrawn. -If the:escapce:is .caught
alive, hec'is hanged.in the presence of the whole: camp; -bub if he:
is found dead, his body - wherever it may have -been located = is
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- glves the mpreos:.on of

~apart, have been ‘built which:are in-turn: divide
"cells by vertical partitions: “:Thus: ‘there" are -three: floorss

brouvght back to camp (it is easy to :Ldentify the corpse by means o
of the tattooed number) and seated at ‘the:entrance-gate, ‘a: small‘
notice clasped in”his hands;’ ‘readings: - MHere1° am
years' imprisonment many attempts to escape were. ‘made’ by: prisoners
but,- with the exception of tvio . or three, all were brought backis v
dead or alive. It :is mot known whether: the- W0 O thrée:escapee
who were. not caught a.ctually managed 1o get aways. :
be asserted that among the Jews who: Were: deported fmmf SIDVAKIA
to AUSCHWITZ or BIRKD\!AU we are the onl" e
to save ourselves.

BImCENAU 6n"the day of our: arrival. wo

Actually there - 18 no euch distrlct as BIRKENAU. Even: the
word BRIRKENAU is new. in-tbat it has been- "adopteu" “Erom’ the: nearb;
Birch Forest -(BREZINSKY). -:The districti now ‘calledBIRKENAU wasj
and is stil1ly ‘called ‘PRAJSKA® by ‘the ‘local: population,--The- e;det
ing canp center of BIRKENAU 11es: 4 kilometers -distant from: &1
AUSCHWITZ.+. The ‘cuter control zones of: both: BLIKENAU ‘and’ AUSG{WI‘I'Z :
neet and are merely ‘separoted by a railway track.:: - We never fourd "
anything out ‘gbout- ‘NEW-BERUN § probably about 30:t0: 40 kilometersr
away which, oddly enough, we had ‘to-indicateas posta "distric'a
for BIRKE*IAU.. -

one huge kitchen for 15,000 people and:three- stone: bu:.ldinga,
two of which :were completed dnd-one u.nder construction. “:The".
buildings were surrounded by an- ordinary-barbed wire fence,::
prisoners were housed in ‘these: buildings :and:in others latér.-
constructed. . All are built® according-to a ‘Standard mcdel. Each
house "is about 30 meters’ long.and: 8 to:- 10, meters:-wide,: ‘Whereaa
the height ‘of the walls hardly exceeds” 2:meters, ‘the roof: is i
dlsproportlonately high = about” 5:meters fthat the house:

istable surmoun d: 2

directly o1 the four walls. -
a partition running its whole, length -down: the -md dd 1
with:an opening’to’ enable”communication between  th
thus separated. : Along bothiside walls;, s a8 Awell as
middle-partition; two. parallal: i‘locrs, some.:8

Wo: parts’

oﬂbhe

mto small

the ground floor .and the:two: built in the side wallss: Normally
three people live  in-edach cubicle.:: As: can: :be judged: frcm the:
dimensions-indicated,’ these cubicles are too"narrow, for aman:- .
to lie stretched out and not high enough forvhm bo sit upright.

‘During our two.’ s

It ‘can, howevery .




- =

.. n severe-winter weather..bhey. had to: vork: unde
«ions as a.result, of which most. of them,:with

a small number employed, in, the ldt
“ were numbered: from 1 3000: in

.bion: with the ordinary

“issued; the current; AUSCHWITZ p

-unfinished building without. &

-no-other men ‘arrived :in AUSCHWITZ, 'since

73

Ly

There is no question of having encugh spase to. stand wprights  Tn . .
this way some 400 to 500 people’ are’ ‘acconimod ﬁed_inf;,dne :'.thl_,,lie} v
"block," as they are also called, b L i A

' The present camp of BIRKENAD covers an area of some 1,600 by -
500 meters which is surrounded - Similar to AUSCHWITZ ='b; .80
called small or innex chain of sentyy: posts.:. Work s now Ry
proceeding on a still larger compound vhich 1§ :
latexr. on to the, already. existing, camp, -

extensive plq?yiing;~is t.Jnown to us.

“¥ithin a radivs of 2 kilemoters, as vith AUSCHWITZ
BIRKENAU is also surrounded by an outer chain

Systen as, ab AUSCHNITZ

12,00 sian prigoners. of wax:brought; ‘the re:

withthe’ ,cam'pf111jﬁfbv‘afring"—."s:y'stem,
viheneveyr ‘fresh convoys. of ; Russian. pris

of deceased Russian
difficult to.estimat

or raina: They ‘died, f'en . massey!l: }
bodies were ‘buried’ superficially;’
urn.

Later'we had to.&chme -anid

oA week ‘before

ur:arrival, in AUSCHALTZ th
Jews. reached: the:.camps.

“(he -women: were ‘dealt:

; regeived mimbers parallel bo.those: of bhe-men; the Slovak wome:

received serial numbers from 1 “50::8,000) 1,320 naturalize
Jews “from: Pariss ~ They. were mmbered < £rom 27,500 onward
clear;: therefore, ithat: betviesn. this . Erénch:group -and ou¥
7e "have -2l rea
out. that - our numbers: started swith:2¢;6004: e+ found:“the 3
Jews, who . were:still alive. in “berrible: condition; the missin

having died within a veek after their arrival,

S The following
: ‘buildi_.ngs s )

categories were housed in the three completed
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- and older Polish political: prisoners who 'were in cHargeof “the
‘administration ‘of ‘the camp. =" :

..gether: with ‘200 other:5lovak Jews; to wor '_
factories at :AUSCHWI T2;- but:we contimied- to” be: housed in BIRKE‘IAU.

= bread-in- the evening.
-+ 80 that:the majority of s, weaki
-edible’ food, could not: stand.it.:
~every -day-our group of 200 had 30
*beaten:to- death: by the overseers

¢/ wood, -heavy caldrons, and the. bodies f tho
“been killed during the ‘working: days ]
—:were forced to maintain a:brisk: .pacey

= the. B:.rch Forest (BB.EZINSKY) where JVc,hey wer >burned p
;several meters deep and- about-15 meters:long, iC

g
:Slovakia who were. employed on:ground work .in the’ vicinity'
- ./were dressed in:old. Rissian.uniform; rags and -wor
;VTheJ.r ‘heads - were: shaven and, unfor'bunately, we co_

-"8-'

I. The so-called "prommencxa": p_roi‘esszonal crimingls

1IX. 'I‘he ‘remainder of *bheAI‘r n‘ch Jews, namel "Some’

III. The 6/,3 original Slovak: Jews -to- whom W
days later those who:-had been lef'b at ZWARDO

IV. “Those: Russians who Were stiil alive:-dn house

unfinished building as well 4s in the ‘open: air and“whoge numbers %

diminished so rap:.dly that as a group they are- seareely worth: -
mentlonlng. ’ : :

'Ibgether w:.th the remai.nmg mxssian prisonersithe . Slova
Jews worked at the construction of buildings, whereas: the: French
Jews had:to do spade work. - After thrée days I, was ordered bos

We left early in'the morning returning at night! .
carpentry shop as: well ason’ roadi;construction. o

P
Working €Ol

w1thout the sl:.ghtest. provocatlon

Our return at night ‘Was: extremely—" inful: a.nd dange 'us,
had to drag. along-over-a distance kil .

and :arnyorie
displeasure of one: of ‘the: “GCagos M was: cruell : :
not beaten to: death. Until the: ‘arrival ;the ecq d group of

#%’8lovak men :some 14 - days. 1ater, our 'r:.gmal umber:
v-to 150, “Ab night we: were counted ;

way to work we met a workmg party of 300 Jewi

to them.

i
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. advantage - I at first felt reluctant: to -leave  for ‘AUSCHWITZ+

‘Until the middle of L!ay, 1942 ak otal_,of four convoys of
male Jews' from Slovakia arrived at BIRKENA ‘and, all- received
similar treatment to ours, ; S

From ‘the first and secord 'bra.nsports 120 ‘meri. ‘were: chosen

(inclwding myself) and placed at the disposal.of ;the: admin:lstra.—-{.' St

tion of the camp of ‘AUSCHWITZ, :which wads: in-rieed of: ‘dottors;
dentists, intellectuals, and clerks. This/ group: consisted of
90 Slovak and 30 French Jews. As I had in the meantime A

bo work my way up to a good position in BIRKENAU & - being in
conmand of ‘a group of 50 men, which*had: brought me” considerable

However, -I was finally persuaded to- ‘go ‘and. lefte -After eight’ o
days, 18 doctors and attendants as well as three further persons‘* :

were selected from this group of 120 intellectuals, The doctors e

were used in'the Msick: building" ‘or’ hospital" at AUSCHWITZ
while we three were sent back to BIRKENAU. ; My two' comrades,
ladislav: Braun from Trmava and Gross from Vrbovd (3): 5> both-of:
whom have since died, were sent. o the Slévak ‘block. while T’ was :
ordered to the French sectlon where we were employed at’ collect-
ing ''personal data' and at’ "nursmg ‘the ‘'sicki" " The. rema.ining

99 persons were sent to. work in the gravel p:.t wher ‘they all:~
died within a short ’Gime. Tl : -

Shortly thereafter a so=called Msic ] ding" (Krankénbau)' B
was set upe It was destined to' becoms” the ‘much dreaded ¥ Block: M
vhere -at first I was chief attendant and later admin:.strator. S
The chief ‘of thig- ":Lnf:.rmaxy" was'a Poles ‘A ‘ ding -
was nothlng else than an assembly’ centre r ‘death candldates. ;
All prisoners ingapable of work:.ng were sent’ there :
question of ‘any medical’ attent;l.on or-care, We had 8¢
daily and the:Lr bodies weye- sent for cremation o

At the same t:Lme “the so—ca.'L'Led "select ns" nex
. Twice weekly, Mondays and* Thursdays {
the number of prisoners who were to be g
#Thase’ "selectees“ Were: loaded into’ truck b
Birch Foresti” Thosé' still-alive upon’ arrival were'
a big barrack erected near: the. trenchiused for:burni
bodies.  The ‘weeldy drafthin dead from "Block 74
‘2,000, “of ' whom-1;200 died of ‘na
thmugh "select:.on'.“ “For’ those who ‘had” not been "selecte'" S
“a’death cértifidaté was issusd’ and”sént to the central’ adminig-
tration at OHANIENBUIK} whereas' for the Hselecteosta spebial’ -
register ‘was kept with the. “indication: #5,By# (Wgonderbehan el'b" -
special ‘breatment). “Until January 15; 1943, up to which 1
. XI'was administrator of “Block 7% and therefore in’a posit n'to

directly observe happem.ngs, some*50,000 prisoners died 61‘
"natural death" or by "selection."

.
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As previously described, the prisoners were numbered con-
secutively so that we are.able:to: reconstruct.: fairly clear]: :
théir .order of .succession:end: ‘the fat.e which:: befel
separate convoy on arrival.

. The first male Jewish transport reaching: AUSGHWI'I’J. for.
BIIMAU was, composed, ag mentioned, -0f 14320 natur 11ized

227,400 = 28,600
28,600 ~ 29,600

& 'ulovak Jews

29,600 = 29,700. 100 men ; (Aryens
) : t,ion camps. -

£ 29,700°~ 32,7700

32,,'70'0-{'3'3,160 .:'400 professiona” _:crimiu;]s (Aryan )
w4 ch e Warsaw prisons. R .

"33,100 - 35,000"; 1,900 d

35,000 oo 36,000 ' 1,000

%000 - 37, 3_09 - In May, 1942
ST LBmINAAgIL

i 3’7,9007-'- 38; 006 ',100 Poles ‘from he concemtration amp of
| DAGUU. o

; it 1,61 dividua]_. £
“ whom approximately 200 girls and 400 men, vere-adnitted to the.
camp, while the remaining:1l,000 persons. omert;. o 1e,
children as well as men ) were ‘gent’ without furthe' pmc }
from the railroad siding directly to’ the ‘Birch Fore :
gassed and burned, . :From. this moment on all Jewis' convoys ere
dealt with in the same- manner. Approximately, 10, percent
men and. 5 percent of the women were allotted :
the remad.n:mg merbers ‘were :meediately gassed. 'Ihis, process of
extermination had already been applied: earlier, to' the.Polish: Jews.
During long months, ‘without”interruption, trucks brought thousanda

‘of Jews from, the van.ous "ghettoa" dlrect to t.he p:.t :ln t,he
WBirkenwald,"

%
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38,400 ~ 39,200

39,200 - 40,000
40,000 ~ 40,150
40,150 < 43,800

435800 = 44,200

445200 ~ 45,000

455000 = 47,000 - g
: ! other polltical prisoners, a.mong who

475000 ~ 47,500

475500 = 47,800

%

- and Sonnenschainy Viliam, both fz‘onl'
. Eastorn Slovakia,~ ; '

_arrived on June. go, 1953_' Tl

-1l -5

800 naturalized French Jews, the remainder L
of the convoy wag = as pravmualy described -l
gassed, : :

800 Poles (Ax‘yans), polit_' prisoners.'

150 blovak Jewa with their i‘amllies

Dut‘ude of & group of 50 girls sent :
to the women's cemp, all other members H

were gassed in the Birch Forest.- Among
the 150 men who' came: te >eanp’ there were
a certain Zucker -(Chiigtian name unknown)

Approximately. 4,000 French naturali,
almost .all intellectuals, 15000 women were
directed to-the’ “worsn ! g camip; wh
balance of “about: 3,000 pezvson
in the v.,ual manner. )

éIje gassed

"400 Slovak Jews from I.UBLIN, mcluding

Mate] Klein snd Noy’ 43820, Meiloch Lau.f'r
from Eastern Slovakia, o :

200 Slovak Jews. : :

1,C00- persons. A number of- i ngwere sent

to the women's camp; the rest gassed:in’:

Birch Wood.f -Awong-the prisoners’ ‘sen

camp -weres - Jozef Zelmanovic, g

Adoli‘ Kahan, Bratislava ~ Wal
L

i’

‘the brother of Thoréz and the yo brother”
of Léon Blun. = The latter was atrociously

Vtortured, 'bhen gasscd and burned. N

500 Jews from Hollend, :ln the majority
German emigrants, ~'The rest of the convoy,
about . 2,500 petsons, gassed. RO

_About, 300 so-called Russians under pro-
. tective custody,
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48,300 - 48,620

' 49,000 -~ 64:800

64,800 - 65,000

- (Christian name unkncwn), butcher ‘from Piest ¥
Miklos Engel, Zilina - Chaim Katz," Snina, (his
~wife and 6 children were 8! i

- gassed during this_ peri

’ __712‘ o :

320 Jews from Slovakia. About 70 girls were.

transferred to the women's ' camp,.:the: remainder, . :": e

some 650 people, gassed in’the-Birch Wood.
convoy included about- 80 people who had-been: -

hended over by the Hungarien police to the camp o

of SERED. Others. from this convoy weres
Dr. Zolten Mandel (since deceased): - Holz: -

ed). i

15,000 naturalized French, Belglan, and Dutch
dews. This flgure certainly represents less .
than. 10 percent. of - the total convoy. -This wag

. between July 1 and September.ls, 19 942+~ Large -

family convoys arrived from various European

countries and were.at once dirécted to the " o

Birch Wood. - The special squad; ("Sonderkommando“) )

..employed for gassing and’ burning workad in:day- and

night. shifts. Hundreds, of thousands of" Jew fwere

' ransport about 100
the rest of them

. Ludwig Katz, Zilina = Avr:n. Burger, Bratislava = .’

Poprad (wife dead). - Mikulas. ‘Steirier, Povazska ::
Bystrica = Juraj Fried, Trencin ~ Buchwald:=:

2 Jogef. Bosenwasser? Eastem Slovak:l.a = Julius*

65,000 — 65,006

,«“"

71,000 - 80, 000

.;The. prisoners. “brought

“:A congervative estimate.would be that

Naturallzed French, Belg.Lan, a 1d Dutch' Jews.
Hot more  than 1, 000- women - vere "selected" and

“‘sent o the “camp. ;- The: others, at the lowest. PSS

estmate 30,000, were “gagsed.

Natural:.zed Frr 3 Belg:.

the ‘camp 'hardly
represent 10 percent of the tot ranspor

approximately 65, 000 to 70,000 persons were

. gassed,

1y arrived were:‘ S

i
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On December 17, 1942, the 200 young Slorvak Jews the S0-
called “special squad® employed. in gdssing and: burn:mg the
condermed, were in turn. execubed at BIRKENAU.: " They ‘were
executed i‘or hav:mg plamned o mut:my and ‘éscapes: A Jew::
betrayed their preparations. This frlghbful Job had to, be

taken over by a group-of 200 Pollsh Jews who had Just. ar—«
rived at camp from MAKQW ' .

The men belonging to the "speclal squad' i o
separately.  On account . of ‘the dz'eadﬁ;l smell- sprea.d by s
them, people, had but little contact with them,  Besides:

they were always Tilthy, dest:.'bute, hal¥ wild-and e‘d',raordl— e

narily brutal and ruthles It was not - uncomon’to se
of them kill another, This vias ‘considered by the oths

a sensation, a change, One s:n.mply recorded that number _:'
so-and-so had dieid,.,

Once I.was an eye-witness when a young'Pollsh Jew tamed
Jossel demonstrated- "scientifich mu.rder .on"a:Jew. in

presence of“an 85 guard. He uséd “io weapon, merely his® bare T

-hands, %o kill, his victin,

Mo, 80,000 marks the' beginning’ or"” o
mtlon of the Polluh ghe'b'b

80,000 - 85,000 Approxmately 5, 00 Jews TOom various ghettos

Vin MLJAWA = hA:{OW - ZICIIENOW = LOMZA — GRODIIO -
EEALOJTOK ) . :

For ful1y°30 days tric
o m.thout int er', ptlon

_;Zthe others wer [ T -
S Mspecial’ squadn’ rorked in shJ.i‘ts )

24, hours’ daily and was’ scarc 5y abl,

icopé with the. gasulng and burnin

exaggerating it: mayibeisa

. - . these convoys sorie - 80

- ‘ = "speclal treatnent.

85,000 -792,006

. 0 tly gassed
- and daily dbout 4,000 Jewa Were, driven 1nto
the ‘gas chambers, "
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103, 000 = 108,000 3,000 French and Dutch Jews,r nd 250

_being taken ‘over by. the four specially- bu.11t crematorla._ .
‘ditch was™filled in; the ground : v

murder Whlch took pl

“tyo-large” ones, I and IT, ard two'small:
-of type I and II:consist of 3" parts, i
“(B) the large hall; ‘and (C)'the gas- chamb
“from the furnace room around which are ‘grouped nine fumaces, ‘each-”

persons each from’ C('HthSIHWSTADT -arrived
bore the' designat:l.ons Hegh "CR" ~and: ¥R
meaning of these signs.i is unknown 't s
These:markings were, -also: stamped ‘on:-thi
luggage. . Out,of these 6,000 ;person
‘men and; 300 women were. admitted. to: the amp. e
The remainder were. gassed.

99,000 —"100, 000
“and Dutch Jews arrlved, only -z

Aof then reached the amp. :
100,000 = 102,000 In February,
< 'intellectuals :

102,000 - 103,000

( Aryans )

) Daring the mor)t £ ebruary, 194357 L
T cont:mgents arri il 'lhey included
Polish, h‘mch, -and ‘Tute h ‘Jews who :m the
. .main,.were.sent to. the gas . chambers. The
number “gassed: dur:.ng th:Ls month can well
be estimated at 90, OO .

At the’ end of February, 194 a new modem crematorlum and
gassing plant was inaugurated at BIRK}]\IAU 3 ‘The gassing and’ burnlr.g
of. the bodies :m the Birch Forest was dlsconta.nued, the" whole ,]ob

before for fert:.l:.zer ‘at the- farm bour
today it is almost’ mpossible—to fmd tra ¢s- of the

r'o’om;-f L
‘huge" chimney rises.

having four opénings. - Each opening. can take three nomal ‘corpses
at .once:and after- an” hour -and a‘half “the bodles are completely
burned. This corresponds to a daily’ capacity’ of. ut 2,000 bodles.
Next. to:this is a.largs "reception hall® which i -
to. give the impression of the antechamber “a hing ‘establish—
ment. It holds 2, 000 people and apparently there is a similar’
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waiting room on the floor belows From. there a door- and, & £

steps lead down into the very long and .narrow gas- chambary /-
The walls of this chamber are-also camouflaged with similated

entries to shower rooms in order to mislead the victims, The - Lo o

roof 1is fitted with threo btraps which can be hermetically L
closed from the outside. .- A track Leads from the gas ‘chamber
towards the furnace room, The gassing. takes place: as followss
the unfortunate victims are brought into hall-(B) where they: =
are told to undress, To complete the fiction. that they are::
going to bathe, each person recelves a; towel and a small piece.

of soap issued by two men clad in white coats, Then they are -
crowdad into the gas chamber (C)'in such numbers that ‘there .
is, of course, only standing rooits : To. compress this crovd into

the narrow space, shots are often-fired to :I._nduoe?those» alrea.dy" e T
" at the far end to huddle still closer together. “hen éverybody. SERTNS PR

is inside, the heavy doors are closeds  Then there is g short B
pause, presumably to allow the room temperature to rise to
a certain lovel, after which 55 men'with gas misks climb.on

the roof, open the traps;- and shake down ‘a preparation in

powder form out of tin cans:labelled "CYKLON WFor use ‘against

vermin," which -is manifactured by a Hamburg ‘concern, - It 48~ . ..

presumed. that this is a "CYANIIE™ mixture of Some sort-which -
tuwrns into gas at a certain ‘temperature, -After. three minutes .. -
everyone in.the chamber is dead. ~No.-one is knovm-to. have - -
survived this ordeal, although it was not uncommon to"digcover
signs of life after: the primitive measures ‘employed inithe -
Birch Woods - The chamber is then opened, aired, and the
“special squadt carts the bodies on'flat trugks to the: 7 i-
furnace rooms: where the buriing: takes place. = Crematoria IIT Y
and IV-work on nearly the same’ principle,. but, ‘their capacity

is only half as large, ' Thus the total capacity of the four
¢remating and ‘gassing plants at BIRKENAU: amounts to.about,
6,000 daily. L eminain P foo b e EN

On principle:only Jeéws are- gassed; Aryans. ‘very dom, as :
they are usually given Wspacial tredtmentit:by shooting. - Before
the crematoria were put into service, the ‘shooting took place. - -
in the Birch Wood ‘and the bodies were burned in'the:long trench; 3
later, however; executions took place in the large hall of. one:
of the crematoris which has been provided with & special instal-
lation for this purpose, . B L S

Prominent guests from BERLIN were present at, the J‘inau'guz"ation

of thg first crematorium in March, 1943, The -“programt congisted .
of the gassing and burning of 8,000 Cracow. Jews. .The-guests,; both~

officers ‘and civiliang, were extremely satisfied with the results
and the special ‘peephole fitted into #he door of the gas chamber

was in constant use, They were lavish in their praise of thi.
newly erected installation, : :
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10 ,OOO - 119,000 . At the beginning of March, 1943, 45, 000
arrived from Saloniki. 10,000 of “them: cam y
to the camp, including & small percentage ;
of the women; some 30,000 however.went. .
straight to the cremating eatablishmento -
0f the 10,000 nearly all died a short tims
later from a. contagious illness resembling,: ;
malafia, They also dled ‘of typhus due :
the general oonditiona prevailing An th
‘camp.

Malaria among the Jews and typhus took such toll among the‘,f_ » v

prisoners in general that the "selections? were. temporarily S
suspended. The contaminated Greek Jews were ordered: to-present -
themselves and in.spite of our. repeated warnings: many of--them

did. They were all killed by intracardial: phenol mjectiona
adninistered by. a lance—corporal of. the medical corpso o=

Out of the 10,000 Greek Jews, some 1, 000 men ranained al:
"and were later sent, together with 500 other: Jews, to do.
fortification work:in Warsaw. . 4. i‘ew weeks: later-several hundred
came back in a pitiful state and:were " immediately ‘gassed.- - The
remainder’ presumably died in Warsaws ,F :
suffering from malaria were sent for Wurther- trea‘bm’eﬁt” to et
IUBLIN after the phenol injections ‘had been:: stopped, .and: it: o
appears that they actually. arriveds: Their fate is not- known t.o )
us, but it .can be. taken for: granted tha‘o out of: the or:.ginal :
nusber-of .10, OOO Jews no{; one eventually rema.:med m bhe campo Lol

murdering of prisoners was forbidden.,, ‘Prominent murderers’ Such
ase the Relch German: professxonal crim:mals Alexander Neuma.nn,

P
AUSCHWITZ received 500,000 dlscharge certlflcates ‘and. e thoug
with- ill—concealed Joy,s that at.least a few of us would be

liberated. . But -the forms were ‘simply:filled-out.with: the names

of those gassed and flled away 1n 'che arch:.veso

119 ,000 - 120, 000" 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from the PAWIAK
: pem.tentla.ry in Warsawo i S

120,000 - 123', OOO 3,000 Greek Jews, part of whém were sent to
) - replace their ‘comrades in Warsaw. “The. . o
- remainder quickly died ofi‘a )
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123,000 ~ 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from RADOM'and 7
TARNOW, ’ T S

124,000 - 126,000 2,000 from mixed. Aryan: convoyss

In the meantime, ceaseless convoys of Polish and.a few French =~
and Belgian Jevis arrived and, -without exeeption, were dispatched: -
%o the gas chambers. ‘Among them was a ‘transport:of 1,000 Polish:- -
Jews from MAJDANEK which included three Slovaks, one. of whom wag -~
a certain Spifa from Stropkow op Vranov, . . "

The flow of convoys 'abi'uptl"y‘ ceased at the uly, 104

and there was a short breathing space. The crematoria werg il i
oughly cleaned, the installations. repaired and prepared for & - E - R
further uses: 'On’ August: 3 the ldlling machine again went ‘4into . - . - L A
operations The first convoys consisted:of Jews from: BENZBURG el "
and SOSNOWITZ and others followed during the whole month of i
Avgust, o - T e e R L

132,000 ~ 136,000 Only 4;000 mén and ‘a’ very 11° numbe
- 7 of women weré brought’ to- camps~ Over o
35,000 were gassed; “Of the - forementioned -
4,000 men; many died result of bad .
© treatment, hunger or iliness; some were
even murdered,” The ‘main ‘résponsibility: :

for. these tragedies lies with .the ‘criminal
YN (afReiéh1G‘emé.n‘)‘fi‘roni.'thé'fco‘t_xceﬁti'_atio
camp of -SACHSENHAUSEN and. the Polish political -

prisoner:No. 8516, Mi : ERZINSKI,

from Warsaw : A

i ' ““The"Yselactions! ws
; " this time o2 murderous: ,
“in the women's -camps " The camp doctor: -

an S8 "Hauptsturmflihrer and the ‘son or

1\%;‘.‘ g ’

oo

¢ . been continued ever since,. wnti our escape.

137,000 - 138,000 ' At &he end of Augist 1,000 Poles: came from”
: the PAWIAK prison and 80 Jews from Greece.

v 138,000 - 141,000 - 3,000 mé.ri:i‘z'r'dtx:n'v'aﬁ:'ousv' Aryan transports.
| - 142,000°:.145,000 At the beginning of September, 1943, 3,000
! : : o Jews arrived fropm Polish working camps and
% Russian prisoners of Var. 7
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148,000 ~ 152,000

- breatment this ‘group-receiveda

" (especially Fredy HIRSCH who séemed t6 enjoy - .

. of their "camp eldest;" a dertain pro-

‘tried-to: get-in toleh with: the”

-19 -

During the week following 'Sepi;eniiberr"f',’ D

1943 family transports of Jews arrived

from THERESIENSTADT.  They enjoyed quite &~

an exceptiondl status which wasincom=
prehensible to us.. The . families were ' . :
not separated and not a single oneof .. .
them received the gustomary. and fnormalfi- "

gas treatments Their heads wers not even .~

shaven, they were able to keep_their:y:
luggage, and were lodged in‘a separate’
section of ‘the camp, men, women and - -
children together.. The.men were niot"
forced 4o work and a school Wwas even

get up for the children under the. ' E
direction of Fredy HLRSCH (Makabi, - i
Prague), They vere allowed to:corre—, .
spond freely. The worst they had to: i
undergo was mistreatment at the hands+

fessional ‘eri

minal: by . the’ name of;
Arno BYHM;  prison ¢ 8y OUr .
astonishment increfsed when we learned
-of ‘the official -indicationigiven to..

this special transporhj,f

ngpy _transporbofczechJews with.

six months ! quarantine - LT

Ve very well knew What WSEY meant .-
("Sonderbehandlung"); - but - could ot nl
understand . thé -Long period. of six ‘months!
‘quarantine ‘and the: generally ¢lement’ .

The™ .

longest ‘quarantine periocd- ve.had wit;
nessed so far was only.three weeks

however, Vie'became convinced: that,
of “these Jews would.be the: same’as
most of the ‘others ~ the gas' chambe }
1 eader of-
this group and explain their-lot-and vhat:
they had to expects Some of .them. declared

the full’confidence of his "companions?)- that
if our fears took.shape they would organize

-.resistance, ~Thus; some of ‘them hoped to -
> dinstigate a general revolt in the camp, - On

e

March-6, 1944 vie heard that the crematoria S
were being prepared to receive the Czech Jews.

Tovards ‘the -end;of the six monthst peri’b:d_',:i: i
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"Fredy HIRSCH was “dying; he had poi.
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1 hastened to inform Fredy HIRSCH and-
begged him to take immediate achionas
they had nothing to lose.. He: replied -
that he recognized his duty, - Before -
nightfall I again crept over -to-the
Czech camp where T learned that

soned himself with luminol.. The next :
day, March 7,°1944, he was taken; un—; ¢ ' L
conscious, along with his 3,791 ‘comradeg .

' ¥ho bad arrived at BIRKENAU on Sepbember 7,

1943 on trucks, %o the crematoria and:
gassed, ° The young people.went to their

‘death singing, but o our gredt: disaps o S

. bointment nobody" revolteds” Seme 500 ...

March 1,1944; everyone -in

elderly people had ‘died: during;quaziantiné,f
Of all these Jews only 14 -fwins were Teft |
alive, - They are being subjected to various ..
medical tests at AUSCHWITZ,:-and when: weileft

ELRKENAU Athey'were;strill;agivé; “Among: the: ..
gassed vas' Rozsi FURST, ‘from SERED, .- A v
before-the -gassing 18 3

Ozech group
in the camp had been- asked to: inform hig .
relatives -about his “well’ being,  The. letters -

ad.to be dated March 23 to 25, 1044 and -

“they were requested to ask for food parcels, ‘

153,000 - 154,000

"155,000 = 159,000

“transports. of -Jews from BENZBURG and Vicin—

1,000 Polish Aryans from the PAVIAK .
Perdbemtdarye Tt s

2943,

4,000 .
persons- from’ -various prisons. and smaller. .~

During October and November,

-1ty -who had been’driven out of “thieir, } inig -

160,000 - 165,000

, nmribers,bétwejéx; 1 'and’12,000, L

‘places; also a group of Russians under pro.

‘ective custody from the MINSK and VITERSK -
regions. :Some more Russian ‘prisoners of-war:

d, . they asiusual: redeived

arrived-and;  as state :

In December; 1943, 5,000-men originating from
Dutch,: French, Belgian transports.and, for the
first time, Ttalian Jews from FIUME, TRIESTE: -
and ROME. “Of thesé at least 30,000 were immedi=::
ately gagsed.  The mortality among:these. Jews .
was.very high and, in addition, the "selection!
system was still decimating all vanks. The -
bestiality: of the whole procedure reached itg
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165,000 - 168,000

* over 6,000 women’ their lives,

s21 -

culmating point between: January 10 and 24, 1944 o
when even yourg and healthy persons .irrespective

of profession or wquing;—class'ificatipn'ﬁ with

the ‘exception of doctors = 'were ruthlessly
"gelected.n" el :

Every:single prisoner was called up, a strict:
control was estahlished £o see that ‘all were
present, and the "selectionit procesded: under ;
the supervision of the same ‘camp; doctor;(son -
or nephew of the Police:President of Berlin):

and of the. Commandant of BIRKENAU, 88~ .-
"Untersturmilihrer SCHWARZHUBER, SThe
"infirmary" had in the.méantime been’ trans- .-
forred from "Block 7%'to a separate ‘section .~
of the camp where conditions ‘had bécomie- quite
bearable, Its-inmates, nevertheless, were ' ..
gassed ‘to the last man, Apart from:this: group, -
this general action. cost gome 2,500 men ‘and -

On December 20,1943 a further growp of ,000 -
Jews arrived Lrom :THERESIENSTADT, . The 'convoy

was. listed under the ‘satie category a8 ‘the one’

- which had reached the camp on ‘September 7,7

iees USB" - transport, Czech Jews with six
months!: quarantine."  0On their arrival, men, :’

“women and children all joined the September - S

groups They. enjoyed ‘the same privileges as - :
their predecessors. . Tw nty-four” hours’ before:
the gassing of the first group took place; "~
the latest arrivals were separated from the -

= rest and placed in another part_of the“canp’

Ll
i

170,000 - 171,000

171,000 - 174,000

: auarantine ends on June 20, 194e
’169,000 - 170,000 2 :
| -~ .- -end Russians’‘under p:
1 ,000 Poles a;zd Ruésié;ﬁsr ‘and a' ninnbe;bf
Yugoslavse . . - A '

where: they still are at-present: Theig— SRS

roups, Jews, Poles,

1,000 people’ in &mall s, Po
1 - ective custody,

At the end of February an beginning of March,
5000 Jews from Holland, Belgium, ‘and for the o

" first time long-established French' Jews (not

naturalized).from VICHY, in France. ‘The
greater part. of this transport was: gassed

 immediately upon arrival.




[

fe—————— 800 meters——s e

Py |
el

I WOMEN'S
a. 7

I<¥———800 meters
i ‘ .

 UNDER “CONSTRUCTION | (PURPOSE UNKNOWN)

"ROUGH_GROUND PLAN OF BIRKENAU
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Section I: (Women's.concentration camp) -

23

Small groups of BENZBURGER and.. SOSNOWITZER Jews, who he.d been

dragged from hiding, arrived in the middle of Marche. -Oné of" them
told me that many Polish Jews were crogssing over- to Slovalda and ©

from there to Hungary - and 'bha.t the Slovak Jews hel' d‘them on S
their way through. L

After the gassing of the THERESIENSTADT transport"t ) 'Y'ere

no further arrivals’ until March 15,.1944. The effective strengthfi,/

of the ‘camp rapidly diminished and men of later incoming . tra.ns
ports, :especially Dutch Jews, were directed to the camp, -When

OIS
left on April 7, 1944 we heard that large convoys oi‘ Greek Jews :

were oxpected,

The camp of BIRKENAU consists of three building areas.v At

present only sections I and II are guarded by:the inner chain: of o

sentry posts,whereas section ITI is still under consbimnetion and

uninhabited. At the time of our departure from the-camp:(the be-,'" g

ginning of April,1944), the following categorles cf prisoners
were in BIRKENAU:

".-8love JBWS OtherJews < Aryans

Ia‘and Ir . apps 300 - app. 7,000 . a,pp;— 000 ' In addition to'

- the: 300 Slovak:
K 'Jewish girls,

- R . .epps 100 are
Ve Sl Doegr e .o ¢ - employed®in..
S S Tiroabhe admimstra—
o "~ -tiontbuilding ”
. of “ AUSCHVITZ. . ..
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Seotion IT (Women's' Cpﬂéefﬁtré'b;l v

IIa

I’

Slov,

Quaran=

tine camp;

Jews ﬁ'cm
mEREsmN-

ITe

IId
Ile

It

BN 29,867

At presen‘t
uninhabited

"Stammlagertt
Gypsy camp

Ttimmary

30,049 Iadvig . SOLMANN,

32,407 Ludfrig BISENST

L

Jovia  Other’ Jewa Aryans

,:2

58'

~'36 832 Walter SPILZE’IZ block eldast i‘rom
‘came to LUBLIN from BIRKENAU, .
-Jozef “NEUMANN,
S from SNINA, -
; 44,989 Josef ZELMA
= " Cham KATZ

v 3,000 w

00 One of the two
Slovak -Jews: is:
Dy Andreaa D
. MULIER from
- Podolinec:

-
500 Th.i.s 13 t.he res
- nainder of somo.
16,000 gypsies,

They are not used .
- for work and ‘die -

£L: ra.p:.dlyo -

("overseer“ of the ,corpse crew“ .

NOVIC, Watarm from s, Y

s "staff" from SNINA.. - ko

Uelerkh from IQ'BuIAREK. o
ADTER, ta.ttooist from KRI;‘L!PACHY.

(block eldest). _ :
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a "priéi:)‘ne

recorders,r hand out<‘:jqbs,-f,ejbc.~ R

The internsl administration of ithe camp: of BIRKENAU:ig run =07 0 -
by speclally selected prisoners. ‘The "blocks¥ are not inhebited .~
according to natiocnalities but rather according tq working ‘cate<.-
gories: Each block is. supervised :by. a:staff: of  five, o
& block eldest, a block recordek, - :

‘a. male: nurse;. and ¢

The block eldest =

S

He wears.an arm-band with the number of -his bleck, and is
responsible for order ‘there.. -He ‘has power-over 1ife;and déath, - e
Until February; -1944 nearly 50 percent. of the block eldests were ' R
Jews but this was stopped by order of BERLIN, - They all-had:ito.. ' . . S
resign with-the ‘exception of three dews who, - in*spite of ‘thigon o 7

order, were.able to: keep: their:poste. = - - o R

The:block recorder - .. i o v
- He is-the block eldeat's right hand, does
vork, " keeping the index. cards -and recordsy ..

recorder -has noted down a death by miateke nd this ofteh . -
occurs with the unusually high mortality - the discrepaney 1s -

© simply straightened out by killing the ‘bearer of - the' correspond. -

ing number. Corrections :are not. admitteds:
occupies a key post ,whigh_fig jlgft._eir_z‘ Tiisuse

The block recorder

Nurhing end "room" duties

" They consist in keepirg the Lnside of the.
carrying:out small. manual :jobs:in and’around the:
,there-}s‘,n_c}fquesrtion"-of“re_a’ll cdngce

The  camp ‘eld
o canp elde

" Franz DANISCH, No, 11, 182; ii}cvicar prisoner; ‘fré
XoNIGsHYTr 5y Upper: Silesia. ' He ‘18 ‘Undisputed master i
camp and:-has power. to nominate -or-dismis"s*blockrélc_iést‘

- Further we have a- “chief recordert whose ‘Position:is undoi
1y one of the most Powerful in the camp.: He is:in direct éo
with ‘camp headquarters, receiving their Ordersfand.rgporti"n
matters.: ALl camp recorders:are directly subordinate
have. to, sutmit 811 their: raports to him. . The chief: r
BIRKENAU igs - Capl T R (R
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Kasimir GORK, Nos 31,029, a’Pole’from WARSAW;
clerk, T

The supremé control over the b:_l.ocksf ;Ji'es.in'.t}:i‘e handsocf S
gix to edght "block leaders,“-all.SS-mers--. very night they hold: ..
roll call, the result of which is communicated tos- SRR

The. Camp Leader, WUntersturmfilhrert  SCHYARZHUBER, from the
Tyrole This‘individual is an alcoholi_c‘andia,fsadj.st, . Over him
is the camp commander who also.controls AUSCHWITZ whera- there
is a second:subordinate camp:leaders: -The ceuy mmander! 8- nay
is: HOESS, . - ST Lo Y SheL

The Chief of a work squad:or-group is called'ths “Capo.

During work the WCapoM has full awthority over: ,ség.raﬁp'}b.fv—?r ~ -

prisoners and not infrequently one of .these "Capos¥ kills a man N
working under him. - In larger squads: thére may ‘b spveral. %Capogh.

# who are then under the.orders ‘of a WCapo-inchi@fs At firgt -
-there were many Jewish "Capos,;* but‘an order: from BERLIN: pro
hibited their being.employeds: .

. ‘Supreme control: over work is ¢
specialists,: R . e

o

On June 14, 1942 we' left NOVAKY, passed through ZILINA ‘and’
arrived at ZWARDON toward: 5 ofclock:in. the - evening. - We: were .
assembled, . counted, and 35 men: took- over:our convoy. Oneof: thes
guards voiced his surprise. at the fact we had made the-journey: .~
vithout: vater by shoubings “"Those Slovak b *barians, ‘give them -
Ho saterl" - The Journey. continued and we reached LUBLIN two-days

- < later. Here the following order Wwas issueds : “Those fit for work
aged between 15 and 50 are to 1eave the cars. 'Children and old.
people remain.* We struggled out of -tha freight car o
ccovered that the station was surrounded: by Iithuanians in .
uniforms, all armed with automatic.pistols, : The -cars-containing
the children and old people were immediately closed and the train,
moh:d on. We do not know: where they went and what happened o -

7 : - The 55 troop leader-in command informed us that we had a long
vay ahead of us, but that whoever wanted-to take his ‘luggage with
him could do so, Those who preferred to put it on a ‘truck would
certainly receive it later. So some of us: dragged along our:;
luggage, (whereas others loaded it on the truck.
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. Pouring rain we practiced roll calling for hours,

© tables), A
-morning which had to be eaten with th
- Spup again-at lurch,

“or artificial fat of  the worst. qu

. the learningof the Mean sorg,

w27 -

Behind the town stood & clothing factéry called the - PRI
"Beldleldungswerke,¥  In' the courtyard waiting for thedt noen.
medl -some 1,000 priseners in dirty striped clothing, obviously. .
Jews, ‘were lired up and thé sight-of them was none 00" encour:
aglnge Arrviving on a smgll-hill. we ‘suddenly: sighted:the vast
barrack camp of- MAJDANEK ‘surrounded by. s 3-meter-high barbed=" -
wire fence, No soonar had we gong through ‘the entrance gate =
than I met a prisoner who warred me that a1l our personal - ..
belongings would be taken away, - Avround ‘us stood Slovak'Jéws.
in a vretohed condition, their heads. shaven, in dirty prison’ . =
olothes and wooden ‘clogs of Blmply bave-footed, many of ‘them: - -
having svollen feet. =They begged us for food and we gave them
what we cowld spare, knowing very well .that. everything would be
confiscated anyway. . We were then ‘conducted to ~the. stock: room: :
vhere we had to leave everything we ‘possessed. At double time
e were herded into another barrack where we had Yo undress,
were shaved, and given a shower. -After this: ve were issued .

convict outfits, wooden’clogs and capss ! i
I was assigned to "working section No, .2"-as.the whole = . . -
camp wag divided into three such secticns. geparated by wire - -
fengess Section No. 2 was occupled by a mupber of
and Czech Jews, ' For two full ‘days e '
move and put-on’ our’ caps when we. met

"Then in the.

The barrack accommodations were quite original to say the =

least, Three long tables (nearly as long as the barrack itself) .

-had been placed one on top.

en top - of ' the other, - These:
"bunks® (4 fleors of them,

- Our food tonsisted of & Lairly

oup. The: evening rieal consi.

“tea." 300 grams of bad Jbread and - some 2
ok

' Great, importance

. “From the whole. of Europ
. Ve Jews to Lublin .-
- Much work hés 106 be¢ done . - S

“And this is the beginning,

- 'To manage this duty
Forget all about the past
-For in fulfiliment of “duty

There is community,

B
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. without having to: work and their food was thre

4Germans were brital; the Czechs helped vhere) they.
" The ¢amp eldest 'was a gypsy from HOLIC. by the Heg ffb,,z

-28 -

Therefore onto. work with v::."
/Igt- ev?ryo ‘play h:.s part

v'igo
_TjLet everyonepla his part R
’ Together we. wa.nt )

cke

they had been dogs, = They died in great numbers in their
crowded” barracks and ‘wers shot ‘4 -the slightest excuse
Vguards who dld not dar venture t00. near them

The “Capos“ ware Reich Gema.ns and C Cze

His adjutant, .a Jew from SERED called IHTTLER
his post: to his Birutal actions,.
power. conferred wpon him' t6 topment th
already had their full share of hardal S0
brought us more brutal treatment from the S5 men:and for hours:

we had’ to stand in the open after a ha.rd'_day‘s work ‘and sing the
Ycamp song.": A Jewish orchestra’ 1eader was forced to. conduct-from

the roof of one of the’ barracks. Th:.s was the occasion of much
tu_'!.axity among the ss men,
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During these “ooncert’ Dartles“ the 88: {,uards a BTy ge o

erous wibh blows and physn.cal pmnshmen‘b, A traglc end befell S
Rabb:. ECKSTEIN fiom SERED: who wag’ su.f.‘i‘emng, £rom:: d,fsentery end’
once .came & few minutes too late for the roll ¢all, -
leader had him seized and dipped-head firet: into o

" latrines, then poured cold:vra.ter ver him; dr

and shot him

The erematorium was located betmaen wozld.ng sectlons
1Y and all the bodies were-burned: thére.  With: an effécti
strength oi‘ 6,000 1085000 men per. working sect:wn, ‘the: mortal,
1ty was-about 30 a day.:This- figure-later increased: five and, SR
sixfold, - In. other ingstances 10 t0: 20 inmates were rémoved 7i‘ro
the- sick roonly brought to the: crematoriu_, ‘and burned;after:
kaving -been pubte degbh-in-a manner: which- T have nob: been': able
to £ind outy This cremtomum was electr:.oally eated” and 'bhe
attendants weze Russn.ans.‘ B

nlnesses 1ncrcased ‘agia rebult oi‘ the ‘bad- food an 1ntoler- R
-able living ‘conditions,: ~Serious stomach. troublea and:'a )
incurable foot disease: pread throughout the: canmp,:
_the victims swelled. up to ‘the:point- where iy oul
“Moxe and more of ‘the sick were now being te 1
and’ when on:June 26, 1942 the nimber’ thus treat'
-I- decided to- take an: opportunlty whi
‘ applled for a tranafer to AUSCEWITZ.

After a: Jouz'ney of 48 hours durmg vhich:ve Texr
7in-freight -cars -vi thoit. £ood or water, we arrived at’
half dead, A% th entrance ga.te the: hu, 308
freodon, " rlreeted U, !

“ahd pr;umtlve barracks of- LUBLIN'
j.‘or “the besti | We were taken: to
“breads-. Next day, however,

arns in: the usua.'l. ey F.Lnall 5V ware 1ssued
-~ clothes sinilar: to those e had worn' in LUBLIN ane
8B~ “polltlcal pmsoners" An the concentra’olon cam
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The - result . was- several hangings:
= MBUNA". stoppeds - Those:still alive were sent

1942,  to the gravel pit but: there work was ;ew’rén t11l ‘more

" commission who passed:me as’ physic'ai‘iy flt

. "BIRKENAU and .gassed, . I was therl detailed: for:work at he. DA :

L300

We were billeted in "Block 17" and slept:on the floors:
an adjoining: row-of - buildings: separated from ours’by a high''wal i
the Jewish girls from Slovakia;:who .,ha,d,been};br,dught."bhe;jg, in:March’
and April of:1942; Weré: quarteredi . We viorked ‘in- thelhuge  WBUNAM
plant o which we were herded-every. morning:-about: 3; dems
our: food ‘consisted. of ;potato or/ tumip soup:and. in:the "évening we: -
received some bread.  During workiwe were terribly mistreated, . As-

our working place was situated:-outside the large chain ofzmenbry ;. T

-posts, it was divided-into small.sectors of .10 x.10 meters; each
guarded by an SS man,. -Whoever: stepped outside these -Squares diring:
working hours was immediately" shot:without ‘warning for-having -7
"attenpted to escapeal! Often. it happened that ‘out of ‘pure:spite.
an SS man would order .a-prisoner.to-fotch some giyven object  outsic
his squares . If:he followed-the order,:hs:was shot for -having left
his.assigned: placeq: - The -work was ‘extremely hard and:there were no
rest periodse. The way to and -from work-had. to be: covered at.:;
a brisk military trot; anyoné falling -outb of 1line was shots:. On
my arrival about 3,000 people,’ of whom:2,000 were Slovak dJewis;;:
worling on this-emplacements-: Very few could: bear: the:strainiar
although ‘escape ‘sesmed-hopéless, attempts. were. made every day

Afte;r; a ni;iﬁber',.‘olf:’,_jve‘t’;ks_b'f painful work. at th BUNAD plant g
a’ terrible-typhus epidemic. broke’ outs The ‘weaker: prisoners died in
hundrecls.',-Aiq/i;mnediatefqu"a.rantvine;tr'a.s,:ordered“and;iwp'zjk,_;at;-'the R
he’end: of July,

-strenuouss - We were.in'such a state.of 'weaknes's;‘thait, evenin
trying to do'our best,: we could not‘satisfy.the: overseers,: Most
of us got swollen feet. - Due to our inability erform the
vork demanded of. us. our squad Wwas.accused. of. ]
orderly, . Soon-after: a medical conmission inspec
carried out. their job very thoroughly.: Ar
orparticularly weak was-separated from &
great pain; I controlled myself and s

examined, 200 weré- found. to be unfit and ifm iately

The pre—

(Deutsche -Aufrlistungswerke) -where we: had -to paint i
Anyone uné.,bf.l.e to

scribed minimum to be painted each-day was 120.;

‘paint’ . this manyﬁasthoroughlj,ﬂogged_:f,}n:fthg},,even'ing,» ' It meant

working very hard to avoid:this:punishment. . Another: group was, em~
ployed at making cases for hand:grenades. At one time 15,000. Had
been completed” but it was found that: they were a: few centimeters.
too smally - As punishment several Jews were shot for sabotage. :

~ Boriewhére around the middle of Avgust, 1942:all the. Jewish |
girls from Slovakia who lived next to onr quar 1
side of tHe wall, were transferred to BIRKENAU.

I -had the oppor-:

bunity to talk.-to them and was able to see: how weak and half-starved -

midday o

“outside v

A
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all of them vere. They were dressed in old Russian uniform rags .

and’ wor'e wooden ‘¢logs.” Their heads’ wore' shaven:clean,  The same. - .

day ve egein had to undergo'a’strict! exsmination and those sus-
pected of having typhus were removed to: the ‘Birch Wood, - -The .+

remainder were shaved afresh, bathed, issued a new set of Clothes T .

and finally billeted in the barracks the girls'ha&,just’-'fl@ft.
By chance I learned that there wis an openin'gjin-ﬁthe;!'cleara'

squadt and 1 handed in my application. I was detailed to this. = -

task, :

This équad consisted 'of about a hundz‘edfde’v)ish' prisoners, . '
Ve were seant to'a far ‘corner of “the-camp;, avay  from all our cope
rades. - Hore wo found huge sheds full-of Imapsacks;” suitcasss,

and other luggage. - We had: to open: sach piece of: baggage and sort ,

the contents into large cases specially prepared for each cate~-.
gory of goods,.i.e, combsy mirrors,: sugar,canned-food; chocolate,

: medieines, ete.  The: cases were »then—’étqred"gway.‘z}'Undei’-v\.'éar,?»-,

shirts and clothes of all kindg went:to a spécial b

they were sorted out and packed by Jewish' gifls. v0ld and worn. .

‘clothes were addressed to ‘the’ WTEXTILE -FACTORY™ at” MEMEL;  whereag
the usuable garments vere dispatched:to-a ‘collgoting center-in . -
BERLIN. - Gold; money; - bank notes;and precious stones had to -be 2
‘handed’ over to-the ‘political ‘section.: Many of these objects yere,.
- bovever; stolen by the s guards: of by prisoners; . A brutal and’:-
# vile individual who often struck the worie nder of: thig: .-
: squad. - He is 55 Scharfilhrer!: WYKI.EFF; P

Every day’ the girly who ceme bo-bheir wox £rom BIRKENAU de- =

scribed: to us. the terrible conditions pre 11ing: there. " They were

beaten and brutalized and their mortality vas mch: higherthan =~

among -the:men, . Twice:a weel "selectionsh ~took :place; and every

day mew girls replaced those'who had disappeared

A . During a night ‘shift I:was abl

lined up if rows:of fiv :0urjob was to remove: the delid;
~-and-the luggage from the cars .~The "dead,’ and’ this'include any-
one unable to stand on his feet, were piled in a heap. ‘Luggage
and parcels were collected and stacked up. " :Then .the railroad cars
had to ‘be thoroughly cleaned soithat no trace of their frightful
load vag left behind. A commission from the political department.
proceeded vith the "selection®: of. approximately 10 percent of the
men and 5 percent of.the-women and ‘had-them transferred to the '
camps. - The remainder were loaded on-trucks, sent . o ‘BIRKENAU, -




and gassed vhile the dead and dying were. talcen” directly to. the S
furnaces. It often happened that'.-small-;ghildren;were; throm alive.

into the trucks along with the -deads . -Parcels.and “luggage Wwere . .1

taken to the warehouses and sorted-out:in: the. préviously described
manner, : , - S A

Botween July and September, 1942 a ':tybhﬁs“'_,épidé had raged e

: in AUSCHWITZ, especially in the womenis camp- of - BIRKENAU, ‘None'.of- - -
the sick received medical attention and in the  Iirst stages: of ‘the:

epidemic a great many. were killed by :phenol injections, and- later . '

on others. were gassed wholesale.:  Some 15,000, £020,000; mostly = ..
dJewis, died during these two months.:: The.girls! camp suffered the
most, as it was not -fitted with sanitary gin,stallatidns;'.fand-'—rt}g", o
poor wretches were covered with lice. Every. week: large ‘Msi ;
took place.and the girls had.to.present themselves, nak
Mselection comitiee, " regardless of weather condition hey

waited in deadly. fear.whether they would be..chosen ox: giiréﬁ‘ another i B

week!s. graces - Suicides. were -frequent.and»were.,.mostlyfchymd,tted;
throwing .one's self against the high tension wires: of “the nner”

fence, - This went on until. they had:dwindled to Sipercentsofitheir

original -number. . Now there are. only 400:of these gitrls:left: and :
most of them have been able to secure some ;. s0rtiiof clerical ‘post’ A
in the women's camp. . -About 100 girls.-hold:jobs at. the: staff builde
ing in AUSCHWLTZ where they do-all “he; clericavl;work,connéctéd:w:‘."th, -
the administration of the two camps, /- Thanks' to- their knowledge of - .
languages they are also.used as interpreters. - Others are. employed:
in the main kitchen and ,laund;c'y.',’:;Oi‘:,late,;t.hé;e,,giils»,have'i-been L
able to.dress: themselves quite well as. they have: had . opportunities

 to complebe their wardrobes which, “in: some: cases,: even include

silk stockings. - Generally speaking they are reasonably: well off .
and are even allowed to.let.their hair grow.: Of coyrs i mob
be said of the:other Jewish inmates of the women!
so happens. -that: these. Slovak.Jewish gixrls have®
longest.of: alls " But Aif today ;

frig

have previously undergone:.

o T was not o hola'>t,hls:con1pﬁ Ly gOox l X DRI

"clearance squad" for long, - -Shortly -afterwards: I wag:transférred:
" 5o !BIRKENAU on disciplinary ‘grounds and ,rem'aixied;-there-’dvér -a_year

and a half. " On April 7y 1944 T mandged. to escape with: my - companion,




-

Bohemia, Moravia-and Austria. ssses.

: Slqvé]ﬁ.a’i,' SRRy

Careful - estimate of: thenmnber of Jei_vs Ba

in BIRKENAU B‘eiweféx’;}');pri‘

e

(é.ccdfding to ‘countries “of origin) ;

PP IO:

&

Poland  (transported by truck):wbivs

.- oon 0T b g

Holland ';o-o-"n-:-oe-.

Greece esvescacase
Irance .—.b.. seveeves

Belgium c-.oooo-n‘ao;a.c’c;c;bvtic\}j

Germany OessosssesescesesesassasaaGe

Yugoslavia, Italy.and Norway o

Lithuzmia u‘ sesep .

On August 6,191,4 ‘a 'i'épbz'ﬁ' VA
ing the:happenings in;BIRKENAU'duIing “the pei: oril.
and Hay.27,-- This second ‘report wag :draym’op by two other young

Jewis who succeeded in.escaping from this?camp and reaching Slovakis,
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Their declarations complete the first report, p'ar(;';i,éuj.",a,.i"ly in re~
gard to the arrival of the Hungarian Jews in BIRKENAUs = They:also-: -

add certain new details not contained in the previous: accouritss
It has not been possible, however, to check the-origin of thisi: -
"second report" as closely as it was thie Tirst. CE

‘0
[«

After the flight of the two Slovak Jews from BIRKENAU ‘o
April 7, 1944 great excitement reigmed in ‘the :camp, /The; - i
“"Political Division" of the Gestapo instituted: g thoroughgoing: :
investigation, and the friends and superiors of the two -escapees
were closely duestioned, although in vain, Since the two had .- -
held posts as "block recorders," all Jews exercising such fune~ .

tions, by way of punishment and also as a precautionary measure, =~

were removed and, as the Gestapo suspected bhat they had suc=.

ceeded in escaping through Building No, 3, the-outer chain of .-
sentry posts was considerably shortened so that now:it ceuts-
through the middle of Building No. 3, R ] S

Jews arrived, of whom about 200 ,wérejadhitted'to,the campe The..-
remainder of .circa 1,500 .were dmmediately” gassed BT

At the beginning of ‘the month 'of April, a transport ofGreek -

Between the 10th and 15th of April some 5,000 MAryans" arrived =

in BIRKENAU, mainly Poles, some 2,000 to 3,000 women arong them: -
being from the abandoned camp Of LUBLIN-MAJUANEK, - They ‘were given
numbers running from approximatelys - 0t T . gl

176,000 %o 181,000 - Auong the wamen were about 300 Jewish girls -~

from Poland.. -The-greater pa the new -
- -arrivals-were ill,.vieak, and-Very run down
T Aceording ‘to-their inf ormation the.: healthy

- ones: had' been sent from LUBLIN - to~Cerman. .

‘concentration camps; Concerning -th a.{',e :

- of the Jews held inthe ‘camp of LUBLIN-

“:.'MAJDANEX, -we learmed: from:them, -especially -
. from the Jewish girls, that on November 3,
©+.1943 @1l Jews in this camp,-'that 'is some

+11,000 men - and ‘6,000 ‘women, were killeds =

i
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- Approximately | q

No,:

182,000

© 88 récorders were left alive, . Thry

. depregsion ‘among”the ”,
- the wholé'of
sl M dandd:

* mere-broght o s
| admtted to the canp ‘snd
J_'',e’xi';{arln.’n.'‘f nated AT

" Mryang,n

=35

- We. recalled that about this time the 5§ LA
in HIRKENAU had’ reported that LUBLIN bad "/

-boen attacked by partisans and, in orde:
to . fight ‘againat the latter, a number:q
-83 ‘personnel from’ BIRKENAU ‘had- be
~temporarily transferreq ‘to LUBLIN,' ']
- Mas now.clear to us for wha urpe
=58 had ‘goné to" LURLIN, :

Apparently bhe Jews had been compelled-to . o
dig a-long, ‘deep grave in Fleld V. of the " R .
camp-'0f-MAJDANEX and on November:3 they; =i o0 R

"Were brought ot in groups ‘of 200 t0.300; " F
shot and thrown into the grave, . “Within -

- Three” hundred giria who ‘v
“~LUBLIN ‘on ‘the "elearingiup

~ after Shedr ‘arrival in B
.all gassed and ‘burned .on- ci
--BERLIN, /“Through ‘an ITOr on 4,
~~the Mrecordert tvio of the girls
“gsent ‘%o the gas chariber, 'Th 8 W
-covered, however, the .néxt day, .
-and

, héx
j. i¥ls vere imediately shot

-corder ‘replaced, =

N Jews - caused grea
- JoWs in the camp of -
AU who became afraid- hat one day ..

- BIRKENAU wonld sy 3

-of April:
to. BIRKENAU

ived; as well’
15e t of ‘then v
in the BUNA plant, -

8’ arrd:
08
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- On May 10, 1944‘ rst ransport;oi‘ Hunganan Jews' arr:wed
in’ HIRKENAU, ‘I'hey' were principally:from the prisons of Budapest
ineluding those vho: had been: arrested:in: the streets and- rallroad
stations of the c:.tyv ;Among Lhe: women . : ; .

_.Ruth Lorant:

- Mici Torant ..

. o Futh:Quasztler.
N ;Irene'Roth
: 3 Fachs.

“Phe transporb was received An SCHVJITZ and BIRKENAU acc ERO
ing to the well=kyiown procedure:(heads. shaved; mmbers tattooed :
etcs) The men were given numbers beginning mth 186 000 ‘and: the R R
women were placed in. the women!s, campd’:::About 600" men, of" whoni: some B
150 were between the. ages of 45 and: €0, were brought to BIRKENAU - . /' - . T
where they Were dJ.v:Lded up -among . various: work, detachments. : :
ma 3 US T2

them, as had been customary,l
In the post.gards wh:Lch they we

BIRKENAU. Some 14,000 to. 15,000 Jewis arrived- dally. “The” spur
‘railroad track which rar_l to the camp..to the: crematoria was com—
pleted in great: haste;’ the ci'ews‘.worklngtnlght and-day; so:that

" the transporbs could be'brought rectly. tosthe’ crematoriae ,VOnly
about, 10 percent “of these transpo s were admitted. to -the camps:-
the “balance were 1mned1ately -gassed and ,bumed. ‘Never ‘had 8o ny i
Jews been gassed-since the establls}ment £ BIRKENAU The “Spec:.a.l s
: Comando" bad-to be increased:to 60

- "tepped up*- ‘from 150 $0-700: men.
night (the' 4th was being Fepair “ b
capacity of the crematorig. was —not, enough, great P
long and’ L5 meters viide - ] he . CE
(as in'the t.ime‘,before*the cremato; where co:pses viere ‘burned : %
day and- nlght. ‘I'hus the "extemnatmg capac:.ty“ became ‘almost

- unl:un:.ted. . - .

The Hungarlan Jews who Were left al::.ve (about 10 percent) were
not included in the normal camp Menrollmenta" Although they were -
. - shaved and’ shorn and received  conviet!s: [Aothing, hey vere not”
: tattooeds * They were housed in a separate sect:.on
: section “CH, and were later transferred Ho variou I
camps gn the German Reichi Buchermald, Mauthausen, Grossrosen
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2 quartered in-the “gypsy canp' -in separate blocks nd:

S tbime-of ouw ﬂ:.ght on Hay’ 27 194!, it
‘these new" numbers.‘ ‘The 4,00 e’ compos

Gusen, Flossenburg, Sachsenhausen, etc.r Ther women ,iere‘ te

porarily

transferred elsewhere. Jew:.s v’gi'rls i‘rom 5
eldestst there ‘

The first Hungarian transports caxv_\e i‘rom~ :
Nagysz8118s, Nyiregyhasd, Ungvar, Huszb) Kas
Hamarossz‘iget‘ Nagberezna. Among tho

‘Robért and Emn Waiz
Stark :
e hhrenre:n.ch o
g Co Katz, Chaim

The 1ast two have- alzeady ‘been transferre
Walzen brothers were gasseds ” -

The bransportsof Hungar:.an J vere e pa -
control’ of - the former Camp Commander "Hatqat tumbaxmfﬂhrer T8ss
who' travelled _continually betiesn AUSCHWI ¢ Budape The
Commanidant” of Bitkenau at LHis “tims was “HOSST Totis
"Hauptsturmthrert’ KRAMER,"* T :

hlgh ofﬁcers >
nanci 3y

d ,but were put
utal: fashion: DY e
: b or _tlixe spot -

ceived -eonsecutive: numbers, as'formerly. »_Arn
beg:.nnlng lelth; { : g

letter "Ae "

and Ital:uan Jews .and 3,000 Jew “Lrom T1iER
BIRKENAU- on- May 23, 1944+ © The r
prev1ous two ‘transports from THL ;

i,
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" victims of an unfortunate autol

-on whom experiments. are performed are h
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(unshorn) with the members of the previous. convoy Lrom: =i 5
THERESIENSTADT (who.have been in BERKENAU: since: December 20, - g
1943 and whose “quarantine" is due. to be up-on ‘June 20,°1944) in ;-
Section IIB. = L

According to the statement of .a Jdew from the “Special.’ - . )
Commando, " "Reichsflihrer® Himmler was said. to have visited . -
BIRKINAU on the 15th or 16th of May. On oneof thesesdays.: - L
I myself saw three automoblles and five men in ‘eivilian clothing - .
drive toward the crematoria. The Jew who rade this: statement. . -
declared that he, as well as others, recognized Himmler; who had

visited crematorium No. 1 and after o stay of about Mlf an hour - 7 ‘

had again driven off with those accompanying him. ~On the day -

" after there was an account in the Silesian newspapers- of Himmlor's- :

visit to Cracow, so that this report could be true,’

One other happening should not be forgobten whick was told to
us by the men of the "Special Commando." In the late sumer of.

1943 a commission of four Dutch dJews - distinguished lo;')kingémm—-_fl" =

came to AUSCHWITZ. Their visit had already apparently been an-~:

nounced to the Camp Commander, for the Dutch Jews in AUSCHILTZ *
received hetter clothes, as well as regular eating equipment’ -
(plates, spoons, etic.) and better food. 'The commission. of. fouy. -

vere very politcly received and were shawn over the camp buildings” =

and particularly those -portions which were clean-and made-a good -
impYession, Dutch Jews from the camp wére brought to them who" "~ -
reported ‘that only a portion of the Duteh.Jews wére in’this camp, .
the others being in other similar campse - In"this manner the four . -
men were satisfied and signed a statement aceording o which-the JiEe
conmission had found everything in good order in AUSCHWITZ. “After -
the signing the Tour Duteh Jews expressed a desive to:see-the camp
of BIRKENAU and particularly the crematoria about. which they-had: -~ .-

heard some storiess The camp authoritles declared themselves ‘quite’. -
willing to show them: both BIRKENAU and ‘the “ereratoria, the'latter. S

being used, they said,: to ‘cremate those who :diedin the campe - .-

leader,iAumayer,band'inm»ediatelyiﬁd ,ci'ema%’orimn Noe:Ls:
were shot from behind, A telegram vas supposedly se
repdrting that after leaving ‘AUSCHWITZ tHe 1 7

Here they =~ -

There is & biological laboratory in AUSCIWITZ Where
civilian, “and -internes doctors are occupied, The women ‘and’ gird
oused in Block 104 For

-a long time the "block eldest" there was Magda llellinger from

Michalovee. and a-girl named Rozsi (family name unlmovn) from.
Hummené, < Experiments were” carried ot only-on Jewish girls-and . -

women,- -although to date no Slovakian girls have been used,

The commisaion was then taken to BIRKENAU accompanied by, the camp . . .
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prer:.ments were also performed on men but the latt.er were not
housed separately. A great many died as 'a result of these.
experiments, Often gypsies were, useds ~Hlock 10, where the
fgubjects? of the experiments are: houaed 18 oompletely
isolated, and even the window openings are walledrup. R
whatsoever had admission tQ it, RO

The Commandants of AUSG-IWITZ and mmmmu ha,ve been to
date the followings AUMAYER, scmvmmmsn mm erwsmr
HJss, and KRAMER, ‘
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knew that our group cons:.sting of 60 men was t.o }

-85 ‘men stood" guard w1th machine gun’

- ‘last we arrlved staggered 1o the o
"standing :m fxon'q of ‘a’ gata over wh

'f“newcomers“ were once more read out

7""recept10n" Wau ¢
a1l -the prisoners (w:.th

' possibility of: escape -and to make i
_bodies.. ‘These numbers ‘were ‘handed -0
~‘named STUBA, after Whlch we- went: bareh

1L a.m. Ai‘ter a bhort v1$1t to the ng tock“ room, we' ‘were:shut

"assembling cell" No 2 of-,the L!onteluploh prlgon ':Ln VCracow. e S

places. These trucks were qulte small and tha space 6 th
1ns:|.de wab d1v1 ded in two by:a chan.n runn:mg across t.he middle.

30 men.
and kicks, .

at. a certam (b.stance

=51b111t,y of: seelng where we:
1 1/2 hour's with several short Bt

every conceivable occasmn Ane the' ‘ari )

practlce in’ the" cage of* the Jews from the k
whole himbering- sy.,tan was”~ apparently ap 11

‘the orchestra into ‘the camp’ itself,:

-y
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2
© you will merely be laughed at and it; will finally be taken any-

- of them were Poles. from Upper Silesia) who ‘initiated

-struck peopls right:
“an end to these-exercises,

“block-leaders presented their f

up in a barrack until 5 p.m, ~There e were ‘vig
of old inmates who earnestly begged us to give-
rings, lighters, and cigarettes %o ayoid their. being
Any food brought with us ;8hould be eaten at once, as
taken away as well. In. raturn, the -prisoners promigsed
" soup, etc., once we were. qffiqially;igggpporated into' ¢

* rankE,
At Jast the Capo (a sort'of, cémp overseer) arriyed and delivered .

a short talk in vwhich.he stressed 'that a prisoner:could not exist:’
in-this camp for. mors than two moriths without the help of el
comrades; .and this. was to.bs. col 1ater oniby m
examples, . Out, of ;the..60 originally 1
only survivor.. .. = . . e

At 5 p.m. wo.were herded. out irto ‘the “corridor,. Thex e
to undress and pack our.clothes into bundles provided A Eo
respective numbers.. We stood.‘there naked.. All we were allowed to . " = -
keep were a.-belt and two handkerchiefs. I wanted: to keep a small’ ) ‘

holy picture, but one of- the prisoners who acted a8:assistan
these. operations . dissuaded me s Sayings: :"It{isn't’jwprth:'imj;e

vay.. First, our hair wag_cut. short and then our: heads: shaved,
after which we. were . given a bath, The water w Warm....
these_preparations ‘prior to being admittec
camp took. place in “Block 2741 Next, althou
we had to. run.to "Block 20! where “the. clothing room
There we.were' issued’ our prisoner's outfits ‘which'e
a shirt, underpants, shoes s S0cks, a'warm Jacket, 1
cap,.and blanket. Everything’ g filthy, patched; an
worn out.- My Jjacket, for instarice,: cpuld. be-buttonad n: fr
but the back and sleeves merely consisted of black tripa of ...
cloth patched together.: "Fin " ‘this . operation -came to an end
and we were-again lined up -in. rows of five and taken to one of

the "blocks.! - There we were awaited by the "block lead

mysteries: of barrack duties. . We wei'ei,instzfuc{;ed;
cleaning the dormitories;. in -taking off. our ‘caps:
and how'to keep.in line and’ steps Orders -8
and when badly carried out the bloock. le

people in front: of their respec

clerk, - If “the number, 6f.prisoners ‘tallied with the records,

- the roll call was over; actually the whole tiring ceremony was -
" nothing. elsé but one.of: the numerous ways: in:which the ST

call was ysually expected to. last ‘at leéast an hour in all.

prisoners vere mistreated. During 1940 s 1941, and 1942 the roll
weather conditions. = frost; rain,- or: Snow.~ the prisoners; having

. Yo mait patiently with bare heads, If an escape was reported,

-
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“hours- later and with:disastrous: consequences - for:all:th

.indicate an address whers they: desired

,"Aryan" ‘triangle was: red, the red corresponding: 10 & political 7
L/

which reaulted in a "manco" atfevening roll:cally’ all those N
assembled had to wait outside until the result: of ‘the: search T
was known. .- ‘The search parties usually returned. three’ or -four::

prisoners! health,. -In 1940, for: exanple;:'one: escape cost ‘the
lives-of a-hundred inmates. It was: during 8severe winter: weathew
and the prisoners were forced to-stand cut’ of: ‘doors: from 31307

in the afternoon until 11 o'clock the next morning, ag-a result
of wh:\.ch 8- hundred totally or half—fmzen men' 'era counteda o

- After the roll call we. returned to our. blocks: here we:were: ' =
alloted: "rooms;" we slept three to a beds - 0Old=timers- told us: thati L
the-best thing to0:.do-was. to use our- clothing as a- Pillow;-other=
wise something was- bound: to:be stoleno -So.we-lay. dovm without
having-had the slightest:bit of ‘food the whole-day.: ‘The.:/-
"reception" had-been-so: atrenuous and xhausting: that all of us
inunad:.ately ‘fell aaleepe

At 4 a.m., we were awakened by a. gong “and fr eh
ensuedo - -About - 100 .paople were compressed: into. the small hal'l
space and-in a wild stampede.each. one first triéd to: tidy up. hj.s,,.; EEN R A
bed (the block:leader: ‘would not:tolerate the:snallest wrinkle’ in;, AL
the bedding) and “dress himselfs:;There. was. 1o quest:L -
ings: Ten minutes after the ‘gong-had- e
arrived and:kicked everyone out" into: the oorridor ‘ag the Urooms®. -
had ‘to:be.cleaneds : The- corridor;was thronged with: people who
flocked: together: from all ‘over: the ‘blocKs. Most:of them had
managed. to. get .dressed. . There was: really: ‘scarcely. ¥oom o move:
in this crowd and we:were pushed ‘against: walls ‘and squashed.
into cormers and often-kicked or hit for: ‘no apparent redsons
After having been in’ the canp ‘for. over. 24 hours, we: finally
received :some-cold, urisweetened: coffee, fter:which there: wasg
a_further. wait, of-one and: one-half hours-until: roll’-call- 2
all tha prisoners were taken t0-work. The—newco rgiwere - at’
first told t0-£111 in. questionnairea 5 : ;

It was strictly forbidden not t

e

his number paintad on it 3 which we. wer

tunics. . Prisoners were nugbered from. : onwards, andin. .
November, 1943 the last consecutive serial number. “had reached
170,000, . . The triangles in question ‘were of - different:-¢olorss::
each representing. a ‘category of criminal. or ‘prisoners .The::

prisgoner,. green-to prat‘essional seriminals,: black; 1o Mwork~" . -
shirkers, pink to homosexuals (according t.o paragraph 1'75) and
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-every -Tuesday,” Thursday, or Friday, and “blood: sausr

~up,. as most - of the prisoners: d:Ld not possess: spoons

“7-{4‘-"_' Lo

violet to members of, the “B:.beli‘orscher" reln.g:n.ous sec‘o 3
addltlon, a large letter:indicated the nationality ofi
prisoner, such as. P} for the Pdles;ietey; For: Jews the
insignia was. composed of a yellow trlangle on:which:Was: sewn»
a second triangle whose color.corresponded toithe Morime)
whole forming a Jewish stare: From“this: marklng systeém one : e
could therefore rapidly pick-out, for instance, a: Polish Jemsh o
politiecal prisoner or a Jemsh "work-slacker " etc ’ , w

When we had f:Ln:Lshed sew:.ng on our tr:.angles and” number
we were herded over to the "infirmary" where we were o be
"examined" by a German doctor. régarding:our physical aptness for-
work, Again we had to undress and-stand in‘a chilly eorrido L
for almost three hours, shivering, as the weather was: gtill’ very:.
cold even at-the end of Marchs We met old- acquaintances who
were working in the mi‘:.mary and their first: concern ‘was“to
news of their relatives, Upon the doctor's arrival we had’ %o
present ourselves in groups, standing S'biffly at-attention,:
that was required of us was to stretch out’an arm; move the -
Tingers, turn dround and-march off, Thq examination consis‘hed R
of nothing more and all- of us ‘Were,of ‘cairse, ;considered: fit, For:
worke . Hadn'!t we come here for: th:.s very purpose -and besides;
didn't "Work: bring-freedom?"--We knew only too well what!'t
meant to be considered unfit for work ‘be:mg 'haken ‘aWay and- i
condemned to “liquidation! by gase At last we’received oud i‘:.rat
warm nourishment in 36 hours,...The “camp “Food' cons:.sted :of ‘coffee -
or cold tea (made from acorn. leaves; 5.etes). in the morn:mg ‘and’
soup, bhick or thin-as the. case might be; b midday,s  From the: "
time of our ‘arrival-at the: camp ‘we had’ sSoup mada’from water. ‘and -
tumips during i‘uJ_‘Ly‘ five months, - After evening: roll-call we’ it
received 300 grams of -bread; although its weight was: usually ¢
siderably diminished by the time it véaehed: the pnsoner. On-
Mondays and Sa'burdays *300-t0" 400 grams “of cheese were dig="
tributed, It was. some sort of's crude” home-mad"‘pe 'ant cheese
which often contained: more -wors than cheesey t o
included 1/2 kilo ‘of margar:me for twelve personsy di ributed

sausage: on. Wednesdays and Mondaj
approximately 300 to 400 grams “margarine’ on
Tuesdays ‘and ‘Fridays we also rece:n.ved a spoon.ful of ' marmedade
per person. - Since ‘the barrel,” however, bore:a:label stati
the marmelade was- destined for the camp,’ ,1ts quallty wa
spondingly bad, Theoretn.cally, “thé- above “areé “thé rations eabh
immate’ received bubj: pract:.cally, ‘a good part’of them were: st
before they were actually distributeds “In-the evening, ‘ted or -
coffee -was distributed’ with the brédads The soup had “to be- 1:|.cked
2 f v

mention that we had to'eat:our’food:: squattlng ‘on’ o unches asg’
a punishment by- the room eldest to us: newcomers for havj.ng crorwded
around -the soup  kettls  during da.s‘br:.bu'b:.on. TR
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_ , and I.noticed that my ...
comrades caie out of the -photographer!s room:looking ‘frightened, :
Bewarel It was my turn, I was’ seated on- & chair and photow 7.
graphed, When I tried to get. upy, the floor:started movir
Jdosing my balance, I was thrown: against- the wall; towag:hi
a’ practical joke Played by the -photographers; (alx ofwhom are -
Poles) in setting the revolving platform-in motion yhen ‘one got .
up. " It was not surprising that they sometimes had-to have" ome
kind of amigement -even at the expense -6f their ct ‘com :
We then returned.to oup quarters:and by that time the-
was &gain due. - So ended our -second day, in-campi-and ’
morning we were to be marched, of £ K with all th
i . inmateg, - - S e

A1l the prisoners.had to. wov fie&cepﬁi‘bheeiék;,r thos R
Wquarantine,¥. and those confined to: their cells; The total "
camp. stréngth was divided into. camp commandos or. squads: whi.ch

were each’ héaded by.a "Capo,*t. or-leader;-and: several foremeris
“A% the head -of large working: iﬁii‘bs*ﬂiga\ "Chief Capoh O wag" 5
assisted byzs’evera.]..'!capos'!:and foremen,. e size of: one:of' thege. -
,Bquads varied from ong -to .geveral: huridred:men; wAlthough the Capo L
‘was really in’ charge, a. foreman often: took: over-a group of teng
twenty, or thirty,workmeng};Th_e-he’adf of:the:labor administration: .
chose the "Capos," vi.th the congent. of the "Chief: Capo," the - -~ -
prisoners being-assigned to -squads by the central admind stration,
Work started after the morning roll call;, i.as in swmer from : i
- 2 8emo 0. 12'm, and 'l pem, to 6. polllsy; in winter from 7-amm; to .
"3 Pemo” vi.thout ‘interruption, - The're;jrepe?mrkehops for'eraftemen, .
-farmers, industrial ,ierrkers’,,fa.nd'ivariousziteqhhiéal:t'i',adejsef;: lany, "
particularly those in. favor, worke 1 the &np‘iadministratioﬁ;_{ e
“The camp was provided-with. an afirnaryt g *cantesn;n - A
a 1aundry,"aﬁbakery,’ and. 8 slaughter house, Thus'i,}:rijs’;one:s with. -
- “Bertain. technical, training could; dn principls; work in their own: .
L - - = trades. .. Inte vtoals ,i.']iberalfpi'foi‘essio' al hop ke ;s
- or-office workers were the worst off-and thay
70 percent 6f the total rumber of prisoners.,
employed ‘as unskilled labor in the worst and : e
- -such as ‘the coal .and gravel pits, The mortality a ng: them. was
frightiully high,- But it seened fo be the aim of the camp
- adminigtration to kill thém off as dpidly as possibles .-
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-demolish.a large building within three to four- day.s;v,

-morning “seldom more than 40 retufne <
: Yemainder were. either brought ‘ag corpges

.~t0" 3 meters deep had tb"be—rdug‘,;and'fi‘é;

‘0 -leave “the trench during o k,

“‘Weathe

" struck by—counnahdb'leaders s’ Capos, .and foremens

My first job vas with a demolition squad; - Si
surrounding. the camp: of AUSCHWITZ had ‘been” evacuated”

or

a.radius of almost 100 kilometers, gll:buildi‘ng’s » Unless:: aken o
over by the camp, had to be torn down, - Even ey’ buildings were . -

demolished. - Our work consisted: in_;’ﬁea'ring‘{d_mim
Was exceedingly strenuous,- p_articula,rl)*‘sincg
work .at - top. speeds A squad ‘consisting ‘of 50 ‘men

tieh - h

instructed to salvage all. building»'material; i
for insbance; had to'be carefully. tak’en’dgwp lank
beams; tiles, etc, s Stacked away," Nothing was 6 bé:
fact, the ‘51ightest : : 44 e

remained, - Many men died at this work ;- no
and .the strain, but: frog falling wal
‘those.atho viere :elderly or-slow, From’

=S85 e
a state of ‘com-

Plete’ collapse in wheelbarrows or on boardg,

My work“ﬁfhi: this: Sqi{éd iasted ':'_glv'lez{.ié imon{:h.
transferred o the,ditch—digging: squad Trenches o

c for the ntineters
We worked standing in'waters ~We were;; of “¢o a

.and this'j

one of the hardest in the camp

{bime later.T was shifbed -to the
.= leave heavy. icks

In ‘ad&it'ion', ,’ﬁhe;’ prisoners were '1c0m‘,!inualliﬁ};nisf.i'éaté& and-
.- In general, any-
one holding a commanding position in the camp liked to.give i ..

special ‘emphasis 4o his:position of superiority. Yaburally, the--

character ‘of the pergon concerned played a considerable"-role; b

the fundamentel wule was the direct responsibility of the supéribrk_ .

These, poor souls .- '
5till. were expected to appear a'b‘-eVenifngfi{ollj'c}'gll_',1a‘ftfei,'.,which}f P
-they.vere takeh to bhe’ infirmary, Yom my' viorking ‘comrades -who S
- vent-there I never sa one’aliy ¥ T IS

wn21/a

loved -~ -+
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for his inferiors, each :Lndividua.l ‘ei;ng""
bo the collectivitys .. s i ol

These circimstances fostered th Matool pigeont. system,.
For example, one day & working ‘comrade. discovered & £ 7. Pleces
of turnip vhich he carefully hid, --He contined his work but
from time to time,, ook surreptitious bites off hig p

Another mrisoner having &g ealed! on I
& fen minubes, laters . It must be rememb :the C
absolute mastér of hig comuando, ‘and -that. everybody 1
get into his good graces. .Unfortunately, this favor often had

:Sometines

to be attalned to the detrimait of the well-being or scmotine
oven of the lives of other prisoners. . The Capo. proceaded. to;
gearch owr conrade and, finding the pieces of turnip, lmocke
the weakened man to the ground, hitting hinm-brutally about the
head and face and in' the stomachs,. He then ordered him to. sit
up, hands outstretched in. front of him on the . ground with. -
.2 welght of ‘bricks on each hands -the pleces of turnip were g uc)
in his'mouth, ALl the men were then asgembled and informed that,
. the ﬁnfortuna.te"mgh,was'td_s.t r.in this position for '
We vere warned that this pintshnent would b
the: commando. who committed a: similar Yoffenge,!
man underwent this crdsal’ 7 1)
Sager Yo ULILL his task o this satiafaction of the Capoy. sy
that he hit our friend every’ time he’ tried to shift his position:
slightly, - After 15 +o 20 minutes the man becanie. unéongeious; b
a bucket of water was poured over him and he was again forced
tove his origlnal positions  After he had slumpsd over senseless.
for a sacond time, his body was. thrown aside and nobody was ..
allowed ‘to  pay further attention b :
evéning he was teken to'
days later,, ™ . - -

Or another example: - on'East
-extremely bad with a heavy. snowfall,
seraping’ cement off bricks, ‘frozén half
Commando Chief appeared‘and barked the.
caps, coats and Jacketsh “Sick i
o obeyed and ¢ontimued vorking in: o
-oneared at us: "You dirty Poles, now you ca
A young prisoner; ‘not more than 16 ,year,
‘a‘trench,  He was terribly thin and so tremt
‘that He evidently did not hear ‘the orders.
care whether he heard it ‘or.hot.: The Ca
“while'Staggered off'(he was half
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~ perhaps in a waeek, or in a month, -Vhile we waited, the sn
gtarted to fall again, A few i’ozfemen'carvns}mm:;ng:;nvour:
direction from a.stove around which they had been ‘sittin
to gee how we are getting on with our work,  One of them
discovered the hidden yourigster and shouteds - WALY your
clothes off, at once, you ewinei"" As'the ‘kid did-not react
the foreman pounced -on-him and started beating ‘himi Wndre
or I will beat the life out of you or, better, still, T will
report you to ‘the chief, - At that. motient’ the Capo‘arrived.
A sharp blow of a whistles MPall inlh Ve formed our col
and knew that it meant Wsticking together.n Ve were led i . "
into an open space where we sank anicle~deep in nud, Now -thi )
"sport! starteds  “Down! Upl -Quick marchl etc." ~We literally SR S
rolled in the mud: ‘ilatten outd  Ju . ‘Runt’- Hands out franti®. -
We vere covered with mud from head 1o foot and -gecarcely able
bo stand. The “exercise" had now been going on for about half
an hour. To finish we had to do "'push up" exercises, alternately ..

lying down flab and supporting owr bodies on our handse: WUp, . . o O
Bown, Up, Downi" ‘The Chief 6f the ‘Commando inspected the yows. =~ .0 L wale
and savw-an old man who was unatle to ‘contime, = Inmediately an SRR

SS guard threw himself upon him i d kicked him in. the heéad and:

face with heavy hob-nailed boots, ™ Wher-at lagt: the poor old man

gave no further sign of 1ife, he vias left ‘alone, ~ We were then -

allowed to° stand 1p and continue with' our work.. The badly: .-

injured man was carried over to ‘a dry spot among piles of

bricks.” He opéned his eyes; tri -0 say. somathing: but couldn!

utter a word; and we had ‘to leave him ag in the. meanting. the -

‘order was given to resume work, ' The rosult was that at the end
+ of the' day we carriad” home' anothar corpse, "But:we had’ grown .
- to it, We'marched and sang jolly German sofgs, ag the Gapo. ™" .

wanted it to be 50. * The Commando Chief Walked:alongside the

groups he grinneds:  "You do sing wellih = - i

“U Durdng my work™in'the Yconcrets sqr
(as was found out later)s -At the begi
“infirmary?and hoped I would get over:: t
vhat. happened ‘there en 1that " seldom one 1e:

-But: I became- 80 weak that I-could hardly mo
to givée in, ‘I ‘becams conpletely indifferen
ucky bhat my ‘friends in the “infimaryW took
I was then.-able to enjoy “privilegedh -conditio; h 6
the ¥Krankenbau" it was composed ‘of - three differer ‘ildings::
Block- 28 ~ interrial illnesses =, Blogk 20 ' infectious illnesse
Block 2L --surgery, Later on' thres new Whlocks" (Rlocks 19,9, %
‘and 10) were attached o the Mnfirmany,’ They -composed the = . .
so=called “Hygiene Institute." ' Here, sterilizing by X~ray'
“-treatment, artificial insemination of women,’ a3 well ag. . . -
experdments on blood transfusions were’ carried on.. Mals' and. .
female prisoners; especially Jews, ‘served as' "zuinea pigsW for. -
theke ‘experiments. This Whlock" ywas completely isolated fram the
rest of the camp so that news from it reached us only very seldom,
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-.Boas: to ‘avoid ary attempt

It was not easy to be admitted to'the Minfirm
as the "minimm" symptom was-a fever:of from 38/6: o~
degrees (C). Light cases of fever were not’ admitted,
applications for transfer to. the "infirmary¥ had. to e su
mitted to the chief of one's own Yblock" viho: hadithe righ
to reject any such request. :Then the sick person- had to -
wait for hours-in the ‘courtyard-of the #infirmary®ibefore -
being called in for preliminary examinatiori:: If“he-doctor:
(a prisoner). considered him worth treating; he had-to upe<; - e
dress and. usually-take -a ‘cold bath-befora being présented: to i
the German doctor, after further long hours of ‘waiting. E
sick were classified into two: groups, - YAryans" ‘drd ‘Jews
These groups were again subdivided into.-further: groups,
which the first included the sick who ‘Were 'td,;remainiiri R
hospitval, being considered "curable." Tha second consisted: o e
of extremely run down patients, chronici.cases,. and the half< Ll
starving or mutilated whose recovery cotld only ‘be-effacted by ..
a long stay in the hospital. - This group vds practically. "
condemned. to0:death by phenol injections: in: the heart region;
kacial -considerations:played. an important-tole. : An WAryan®
really had to be seriously ill to be’ condennied to death by in~
Jection, whereas 80 to 90 percent of the Jews Phospitalizedh.
there were "eliminated" in ‘this “manner. -Many of ‘them. knéw
about this method and applied for 'atﬁiﬁ&;’iqn——af_s -so=called -
“suicide: candidates, " not ‘having: the courage o throw them="
selves.on to the high tension wires. ’ TEIL

Tis situation lasted during the whole of 1942 until the ' -
time the mass extermination of ‘interned: Jews ab AUSCHWLTZ began,” -
Danger of-death by injection did not only“threaten ’the newly~- -~
arrived hospital-cases or casualties. From'tine to time -
(usually once“a month)‘the Gérman ‘doctor ‘used: to effect T 7 i
a minute. control:of -all:the &ick. :"In’each ward an_attendant

(usually-a doctor) had to MYpresent! each patien and. give full

account;ofvhis.illness. s If the ‘putient's : ppéned to’ hay

exceeded:a’ month, or if he were ‘veéry: ak,

‘The-German' doctor “always: ke pt. the sickire )
nterference on ‘the 'p

prisoners -themselves.: - kach suckispecial: check-up

doctor -usually resulted in:a st of 200 to 400:men "

to: death, ‘while the "normal®: death list of-‘the daily. routi SR

inspection varied from-20 to.80.: The-injections Were ‘glven on

the same day... The new patients who - werd -booked " for ‘the Vsyringed -

(a5 it was called-in:the .camp ‘Jargon) réceived o clothes ‘and had

to remain waiting in the corridor =.naked. . -They were then led

from Block -28 ‘to Block 20 shere the: Yoperation® ‘took’plade’in

;a'special room. An'SS man by the name o0f KLER,-5 shoemaker. by’

profession, gave the:injections.” He ~ha(l‘tak'en'up7this”poat in

. the hospital :as a:simple S§ private; but was - later promoted to

55 Ygroup leader;%-although practically a moron. “He also

.

LA
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. the Meyringe" vere .usad as. experimental; material ;in-the

10 = ¢

received supplementary food rations ‘and:was. awarded'fl-fhe Iron::
Cross, There vere days when ‘this psychopath-picked cut :
victims from the wards on his own initiative, vithout ‘in=
structions-frem the German doctor; on. whom to practice‘his
Ytechnigue.". . He was. a ‘complete sadist;. torturing hig ctimg
with animal-like brutality before putting -them:to: death,:
Later it was decided that his nerves: had “been’ strained byt i
"overvork" so an Yassistanth was. recruitidd;: a Polishvolunteer,;
by the name of PANSZCZYK,  No.. 607 from:Cracow, who ‘wag: trans= "
ferred to. Gérmany. during tho-winter 'of 1942 whers he ‘presumably
died,  The injections.wers: then sporadically: ‘administered by’
"Sanitatsdiénstgehilfen,“,: or given by the' chief of ‘the "irfirma
Tor a certain .time,: another Pole.named JERZY SZYMKOIIAK; 5l
No. 15490, "functioned" voluntarily; he died-in- the: simmer’ of
1943, . cEeT T et e D

The injections were not only administered: to:: - weak:4nd 7
ill, tut also to prisoners:in. the political-section who werg: .
condemned to death.’..Apart from: this,” on. one::oceasgion; ’ tyo’
groups (the first composed -0f-40; " the. second: of: 80; prisoners)’
of young,and. strong. youths- between the ages-of 13.and L6 year
were pub to.death,:on the: ground. that :they were "orphans®. and”
could hq_ifj_.be_conéidel,‘,ed.r:in the .camp: as full=fledged: workers.

In the 'arutxmn-,of;l942=came,th :massacre” of: the: LIBLT £
transports which caused great, unrest:in the camps: {One-of the!:
senitary service attendants refused to ‘administer injectionsy
stating that he.was.an $S man and ‘nob' & mirderer of: childrén,
Another attendant had to:be summoned’; to carry; out: the: jobs«
This affair caused.a lot. of tallk-and stir;ag;at.ledst:15;000

to 20,000 people logt their livesrand: even BERLIN:aske

explanation. of the high mortality rate in the thospital

doctor, ;{lIRTZ*,}dis_c;lamed,;;all'_:knmvledge: £ such:events-and:
‘the blame on the camp doctor whose namé. vas: ENTHEST; 4. Ge
from the -POSEN"dijstrict.’,-;-:Alm?),ck:,-_inquiryrwas held ‘a :
witnesses from-the Hospital: administration hdd to. testity
lists of the "'deceased". were-checkeds: -As: punishiment th
doctor was gimply ‘transferred-in'"the  same capacit; 0
As & result, ‘of all “this, ‘murdering. by means “of::injéstions” !
for'a while, although it ‘was resumed: ona ‘smaller-scalesoon i
aftervards for hopelessly sick cases, « Many. of“th'oge icondeined to

¥ 5y ed 2 "Hygiene: '~
Institute" (Block 10)." ‘The. injections -

titube! ( ) An doubtlessly frightened the
prisoners: from asking to. be “admibted 1 the: hospitals: -~ - i Y

Another major danger inithe camp wag'deloising, " ag it was”
euphemi gtically. calleds - The swhole camp obviously was:covered with
lice and fleas: and large disinfection programs.iwere ‘carried:out.i
Hovever, the results were never apparent’ and:our Mwashing! always’
came back almost as’ full of lice,: ~Actually, the "delousing!:vas.:

.. % H
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designed to combat typhis' epidemics wid.ch hdd bécome a -
plague at the camp, During thess actiong ‘evérybody
examined and those with bad’ complexions or: in vreaken dil
condition were, “according o the:icanp “doctorh s mood, ~destin
be gassed. They were simply iled to the tinfirmary from. wh

40 to 50 percent were Mevacuated.W - A Mdelousingt” tion: which took
a particularly large “toll in victing wag -conducted in Ju Y5 19424
During tho course of this "purget the weak; .thoge 111 wi
or in post-typhus quarantine, ‘were ‘all’ seit to BRAINSKT wi
exception. This method was consi.dered the most radical for
eliminating typhus. The way in which those -condemned:  to - the 5 SRRy
chambers were transferred to their 'doomvas 'exceptionally brutal i1 -
and inhuman. = Sericus cases from the -surgical vard who. R

their bandages on, and & procession of exhausted and oLy
emaclated patients, éven~convales§ nts“onthe road: 4 recoveryy
wora-loaded on’to-truckss .They wererall naked and the  spectac
wag dreadful in the’extreme:- “The trucks:pulled up at the
entrance of the block and’ the unfortunate’ victims :
thrown or piled on'by the attendants (I frequentl;
tragic-transports)s A hundred people were ‘often. je
a small trucks They all Knew exactly what “their: fate sz A
be, The larg_e"maj'orityvférmaiﬁgdxqgmpletely;gapat.hé'ﬁiq;x' 1916 N o
othera, mostly patients from the ‘surgery vith bloody and gaping. . - : :
wounds or frightful sores, struggled i‘x{é.r;tiqau:}gi"A.'L'I.'{a.r‘ound;fme,;, i

trucks 5SS men milled about 1liké madmen beating :back e hovling. . .

crowd trying to lean-out; ~Byery time it was ‘a terrible experiénce - -

to have to.drag our friends to the trick, " Most’ of ‘them - SR
quiet and ‘bid:us farewell; ‘bit never. forgot o remind. ua R T
not forget revenge:! - Under :such ‘conditions men'’s hea t9 turn Lo ..
stone, *Tmagine ‘a prigoner's killing his ‘brother in‘oheé: of “the 7
wards’' 80 as to ‘avoid his having td;'unde’r"gqfizﬁéj'dréﬂdﬁil-,jﬁripL'Ey ERRPRSE I
trucks (I -happen to knovr the ‘names ' and inmatriculation numbors ks

of* these two particular prisoners), : imag: 1R
we just shrugged our: shouldsrs-when
rogarding -the:KATYN ‘incident, ~*

They were prisoners as we 5
expression niay be used. " Most of them had been imprisone
back’ ag 1934 'and were ‘all more or less professional -criminals

11 but "camp veterans,n

ifmuchan o

w;isre immediately separated. from ‘the: "Apyangh -and ‘quartered in - . -
spegial ‘Mhlocks"  Although at the time systematic executions ware

o
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: handle.

.refidined in eivilian clothes: which viere: mar}.ed» v

" Albtogether they were uﬂnmanly treated.

= 12 -
not an established rule, it can be stated that a5 a resulb of

- bad treatment by SS men, Capos -and foremen. (the majority of: f.

German origin but often Poles who were énln.sted by force) (e
2 Jew - irrespective of his physical condJ.‘h:Lon could’ ‘not last.
more than two weekse A young Jew, for. :ms’cance, who Vs ‘robust
enough to be able to do his work "on the doublel’(for example -
pushing a heavily laden wheelbarrow) would most probably be

unable to keep it up in the long mm, If he should 3

of holding oub, he would inevitably be killed soonér er. .
by such mlstreatment as be:mg beaten with a shovel- or ple Bt

In those days all the Jews had 'bo work :Ln 'bhe “quarry i
squads" At a trot they had to bring gravel on wheelbarpows : =
from a pit about 15 to 20 meters deep up a steep slopes: At
the %op, 55 men and Capos checked their work and “bhe. speed at:
which it was carried out, and anyone cons:.dered 48, “loai‘mg“' .
was simply pushed over baclcwards wiien b6 ‘arrived. at.the top 0. ’
that he crashed back down the incline with his: fully daden
barrow, This was one of-the guards' fayourite: pas‘b:une ]
treatnient of Jewish prlsoners preva:t.'l.ed from ‘the t:Lme the first:.
Jews arrived at the camp unt:.l the spring.of 1942 when,t -
first large transports of :Jews (tens of thousandss bean,

first there were few Jews at the camp,' ‘most “of - them-of ] Polish:

‘origin, .who had been sent there along with other ‘Poless: They

were immediately separated. from the latter, . They had been .
arrested not as a consequence of their being Jewishg but for
offenses directed apgainst 'the. secum.‘by of . the Gema.n State."
Only from the spring of 1942 on were they rounded:up and
exterminated. "en masse" on racial grounds, : Certa:m large scale

" preparations had to be made to receive these mass" transports-and -

a special concentrat:.on camp - was opened at BIRKENAU (the Pol:.sh
name of the village is RAJSKO),. -Admiristered by: Germans a.nd
Poles, the camp wds gharded by ss. detaclments."; di X
appallinge The camp had no water,:no. ‘drainage; syst

even the most: elementary hygienic mstallatlons :

Tood was supposed-to -be distributed:to: ilay::
to that prevailing in AUSCHWITZ,  but ‘abusé was: ﬂagrant. ape
often happened that.the inmatesizeceived nothing to éat:fo
and then only ‘a small part of -the rations ‘they should -
:The sllghtest complaln

was pu.nlshable by dea‘bh. ;

The i‘:_rst large convoys arr:.ved from France and Slovakla.;w
Physically. able men and women ~ those. without. children” or the
mothers of grownup children.— were sent o the; camp of N
BIRKENAU. The remamder, ieca old or, weak men, women m.t

i

it
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““gather the remains.of the: unfd;jzun 4

~ was carted away in every direction to, be scattéred oye
-fields where these martyrs had found' their lastirest.

1 1/2 nillion Jews vere

-been constructed, -although:there ‘vas a . amall;

become almost, marshy through the: putrefaction- of - the bodis

(by that time. four.had been:completed).

;13-"_'

amall children, and all those unfit for: labour, ‘were "taken fo-
the Birch-Wood (BRZEAINKI):.and killed. by means ‘ofhydrocyanio:
gas. For this purpose:special gassing ‘barracks:had-been. built
theéres These consisted.of large halls, airtight ’d; provided
with ventilators which-could be opened-or cloged dccording ‘to.
the need. . -Inside ithey . were equipped:80:ds tocreate the . :
impression of Dbathing: establishmonts, ~This wag dong. to deceive. .
the victims.and meke them more manageables - The:execlitions took
place as follows::-each death convoy consisted of soms 8 +6:10 -
trucks packed with -the “selectees;" the convoy vias.unguarded as
the whole frightful. drama took place on camp ‘berritorye’: . :
A privateicar.containing the camp doctor ‘followed: each :truck
convoy since it was-compulsory for-liim: to ‘be:pregent - at thes e
mass executions.. On their ‘arrival. at the gassing: establishment; - - -
which was surrounded by a double barbed wire fence; men, womeny
and children had.to-completely undress, - ‘Fach of them was igive
a. towel and a:plece:of- soap..: Then they: wers ‘driven-into-the
barrack wntil it was -compl.etely: £illed ups. - Everything was:
hermetically cloged,.and specially-trained ‘55 units, threw. @
hydrocyanic: bombs through the ventilation openings, .. -After abou
ten minutes the doors were opened, and. a-gpecial’ squad_gomposed:
exclusively.of Jews had -to.clear away the bodies and prepare:
for a.new group of ¥selectees," ~The crematoria had-not yet: ool T
MLl one at AUSCHYITZ -
which, however, was not. eriployed: for irning’ these bodiés: < Mags .
graves vere dug at that bime into which the corpzes “were simply .
throwns ~This gontinued into™the autwmn of 1942, "By ‘this. time . =,
axtermination by gas was being intensified and: there “was no more. - .
time even for such summary burials  Row upon - rov - of: bodies of:
murdered. Jews, . covered: only. by a thin“layer of :earth,’ ‘were: . -
videly dispersed in'the surrounding fields; ‘causing ‘the 'soil o

The smell omanating from these.fislds became intolerable, ':-In-
the autwmn of 1942 all that remaingd. of -the bodies ‘had: tobe
exhumed and the:tores collécted and burned he:‘crematoria’

pour gasoline over them, and leave it to the flamss t
the tragedy.” The immense” quantity.of himan: ashes - thus

- In ‘the meantime,. the crematoria had been: finished and the-
number- of -arrivals vas steadily increasing, - Gassing and barning
were: carried out . ab. record speed but-the supply of ‘corpaés’ becans
solarge that:occasionally they.had to resort to’ the old-method " =
of open air'cremation..; It Ais estimated that approximately: . =
: ‘exterminated in this manner.. With.the ..
exception .of the /Poligh Jews,  the other. Jews had no. idea what .-
was in store for them at AUSCINITZ. ° We ‘were told by :Dutch and ..

: % : E o
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'S5 Groupleader SCHILLINGER and fire three shots at him,

- unfortunately none ofthe vomen: was “a)

< an order's bei

-ections’ of my: roport dealing with the zassing and kil14n,
,ill*by,imeans"oi‘ injectiongs: ¢ o ipiEn T e

' camp in which no executiéns had- taken place ‘so “far

immates, ' They began.in the simmer:of 1941 vhen® one . evenir :
- roll.call; various numbers were .called up (I well remember there
- were.18.men from Cracow alone)s = The mexi:vhose numbers-had bBeen -

-~ S
French Jews that. the Gevmans ‘had. informed them that they viere

leaving their country to: be tradsferred to Poland where everyone. .

would be able to continue work in his Jown: profession: ory: still
better, where: for:each shop, concern;ior factory: seized by the

Germans an equivalent source of 1livelihood twould; beé: put :at
thelr disposals. They were to-take their whole fortines ‘with
them and liquid cash for at least six weeks, :-This resulted in
considerable amounts of money: and valuables beiny’ brought -

AUSCHWITZ {most. of them by Buteh’ bankers and fdiammd -merchary
most of which'vas stolen by the cemp staff, SS men,. d
prisoners. - The.condemned Jewis generally faced-their te ;
calmly, although those. arriving: in 1943 ‘had ‘a’cledrer ides of
vhat awaited them. - The sporadic-attempts at.rebellion .and mas
oscape, when the freight cars were unloadsd upon:arrival; weére
bloodily repelled, ' The special railway siding Teserved for -
the convoys was surrcunded by searchlight and:machine g T
On one occasion these unfortunate people” scored .a small

Tt must have been during September or: Octqbeg,’jl9431§§.‘i‘t'efij

a transport of :women had:arrived. The ‘accompanying’ S5 me!
ordered them to undress .and .were about: to drive ‘them in
gas chamber, . .This moment was glways used by the guards as’
a good: opportunity for-looting, and rings and ‘wrist watches:wo:
torn off women! s-fingers and :ams.—\}].g;;jhg confusion:resulting
from one.such attack, one voman managed £o snatch~the pistoliof - :
wag
seriously wounded and-died:the: next day, - This' gave ‘the signal ‘-
for the others.to attack the executioners and their ‘henchs -7
men.. -One S5 man:had:his nose torn o ffy: another’ was. scalped
e to’escapes . Althoug
an _attempt was made:to keep this incident secrety it resulte
ng issued whereby: S5 e 6: iot “alloved. to’
in camp after.8 pem; SR :

'~The"éxtéhnipétidn of Jews dontinued 1 :
in the: camp tension ‘relazed:to acertain extent
those Jews admitted ‘to the canmp. hag been-d

if“the

Until the summsr of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainl

executions-came’' as“a surprise: for the’majority of t

S
ng- after

called were ordercd to the stdck room, where they had to give up-

®
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oWALL

|~ Execution Place .-
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their clothes and were given old rags (a shirt ‘and’ pants)- in-ex
changes Then they were taken to the gra.vel pit and shot: wit.h
pistols at point blank rangee The obther prisoners were mobt. ' .
allowed to be present at the shooting, but the execub:.on vas 8o
arranged that practically the whole camp -could witness-the -
proceedings. After the execution a special commando was . ..
designated to bury the bodies, This indident :caused a; grea’o ;
deal of unrest wibhin the camp,-as we had agsumed until then that -
deportation to a concentration.camp excluded -the death .penalby’. o
for offences against the security of the German States  From-
this day on executions were carried oub. ab more less.regilar: -
intervals, the victims being called up on Tuesdays and I‘r:.days. ]
Later a special place of execubion was set up within-the-camprs’
boundary; an open space between YHlocks 10 and 11" where : :
executions took place generally in the morning o

The index cards of the condemned men’ were ent froma’ohe T
chief clerk's office to the respective "hlocksh and in:the = T
morning, immediately after roll call, the numbers of the . ' - L
prisoners were called up by the “block recorder " -If the

’ index card bore the inscription “to report J.mmedla'oely ai'ter
roll call® and the signature of the "recording clerk;" it.. .. i
meant that the prisoner called up was:to be ‘shot,’ The Wblogk.
recorder® assembled the victims and: brgught Ahem over: “to the :
chief clerk!s office, - There the: numbers nafﬁ
birth were checked again, : Ordered into row.. of“five by the’
camp eldest and the:block ‘eldest, (also prlsoners), they were then

. marched to the place’of execution. If the -shooting wag only to
take place a few hours later, the men: were locked wp-in cells, -
If the execution, however, vias ‘to-béicarried out at once. they
were taken first t¢'the washhouse, - They. undressed: and their
numbers were marked’on their thighs with indeli éneils After
these preparations,-they weére again lined ‘up inifives and then
sent out to the execution wall ' (first four men and then two ati oL
a time)s The men were led out by the block eld £ ¥Block 110
or then by the Capo”of the cell block (a Jew); - took hold: of
the.bands of the condemned and dragged: them -outf to.-the wall -
where he stood between the two, 'In the: beglnnmg,the condemned La
were forced to kneel ‘and bend:their” ‘heads - forward;: but-later: 'bhey L
viere. usually shot standingi - The. execut:.oners “shot! their
in ‘the back of the head w:.th -a short-barrelled rJ_fl’ whlc,
a muffled reporte - -

After the executlon the 4body ‘bearersh went 1nto action and
removed the corpses:to a nearby stable where" they were thrown .on
4 heap of straw. The blood stains were removed and the enplace-
ment, prepared for the execution of two' further victimse Af‘ber
the whole group had been liquidated,’ the bodies were kept in™
{ "Block 28" until the evening. . At dusk all ‘the bodies, including
. those of -obther prisoners deceased during the" same day, were .’

%
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piled on to a big cart:and pulled to the crematoria. - Later,
the corpses were also removed from the place of, executi n-in
coffins and, if a considerable.number: -were involved; p
was used for this purpose. - These. "death transports?, always
took place during hours of curfew, -as the “camp authoritles
wished to keep the executions. as secret as pos;sible,-
they were, however, not par'blcu.Larly su cessf

As mentioned bei‘ore, such executa.ons started diring the - %
summer of 1941 and reached a peak .in 1942 with:the transfer of - . -~
"disciplinary companies" from AUSCHWLTZ 4o RAJSKO: (BIR.KENAU ).
towards the end of May, 1942, - Together w1t.h a 1arge group of
"Muselminner” ("Muselmann" was a term: applied i camp’ Jakgon ..
to convicts utterly exhausted. by starvation.or over work) L
many young and sturdy men were selected and drafted into these
"cisciplinary companies.” They - were all marKed with'a large S
red dot, as in these special groups the- inmates’ wer_qfdii‘ferentlated
by red dots on their chests. and backs for offences- committed in. .
civil life and by black circles for "crimes" committed: in'the
camp itself. Such- "companies" were made-up of :about: 500 men oi‘
whom, every second day, 10 to 15 were shot. - The rest of - the
had to work .extremely hard and. await their turn. At the g ami
time mass executions. started: in‘AUSCHWI’IZ (m:i.ddle ‘of- May, 1942)
Once, twice, or three times a woek; 40Q-t0: :60-men’ were sn.mply
picked out and shot. Restlessness. ineéreased in:'the: campy: when . :
by -the middle of June the situation had not: changed, to-a point-.
approaching open rebellion, especially-after:one.mass:execution :
which cost the. lives of 120 prisoners., The camp, admmstratlon
apparently got.wind of: this . and, during a’roll” call sometime 'n
June, it .was announced:that executions: would: cease. ‘and:the
death penalty would be: abol:.shedoj t.was. true: that ‘the. pnsoners
reacted with deep-distrust; but oni’.the:whole: the'l news;-had’ : A
a quieting effect on everybody. . And"m fact, there- was a- pause
of 1 to.X 1/2 months: after which exécu ion, began agaln, although BS
less often and only in-small groupss : T
continued until Qctober, 1942 when one:of

- executions ever held:took: R4T: v1ct1ms,
and PQDHALA - d:.strlctso} :
alt.hough again: many: reacted with. complete apath:
‘a ghastly series of execu‘b:l.ons of prisoners whe val :

- the camp,- were: already: condemned- to - death. [¢) e had

been in camp over-a: year.without knowing that’ their fate was

already sealed.: It often happened," for instance,  ‘that a 'prlsoner""
selected for execution would:be lying: 111 in+the. hosprbal ut,
as the sentence -had to be-carried out, .he: received a. deadly:
injection in his bed.. -The famous Pollsh actor Witold: ZACH.AX?.EWIGZ ‘

- was murdered in this. wayo S
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- Command's  communiques, ' drunkenness, theft' (foodstuffs;  pold)

this gang of' drunkards.and.the mood in“which' the

ALL this,. of course, did not mean that October, 1942 éw the
end of the execution of prisoners: brought “to " AUSCHWITZ:with de:gth

warrants already- signed. Only the méthod uriderwent certain %> .-
changes. In the early days, for‘instancb;:' the ‘Arym{'prispn‘er ~had>
always been given numbers and then incorporated into :the ‘camp,:<

Later a new method was evolved consisting in immediately’ dividing .

the newcomers into two groups: “those conldémhed.jd‘deathi’anqi[:,"' -
those who were to 'remain as regular inmetes..: The first; group. . -
was not alloted serial numbers but directly transferred from ..~
the "block leader's® central office to the-cells: in' "Block AT,4 . .~
The executions took place there and tha. arrivals were’ eithar shot .
at once or a few ‘days later. -This procedure‘waq,édetéd infanio
attempt to keep the whole matter secret,iand..gi:’t_echtib'n_e"werfeij()‘xily,
carried out late at night. In addition, the. camp inmates were - - Y
led to believe that only Yeivilians® were submitted: to this o
radical treatment (it must be stated that only a‘permanent ‘camp .-
inmate was considered a Yprisoner," whereas newcomers s without "~
numbers and who had not yet joined the ranks, were gtill- <. & o
designated as Mcivilians), So as long a8 ‘only Moivilians": e
executed ‘the regulsr inmates were:not particularly upsets’

Executions of "prisoners;" howeve: -not ‘cease ‘altogether
~ The camp administration wag- extremely se To"regarding-digeipline
and ‘respect of camp rules.  For the slightest, ‘omission one was:: .
marched ‘off to the execution cells andy :0f course, ﬁever'rétpr'ned, i
Things ‘becanie even worse when the political section’ (meaning’ the
camp Gestapo) decided to-take charge of ',thé;puni;shment;bif petty
internal offences.  The frequent result was “that . they decided .
questions of life and death according-to their own judgment;: [
Bribery became the order of: the’day." ~Among’-the. Yoffences" ‘for- .
being locked up-in‘the’ execution.cells were being: "politically "
suspect” on- the grounds:of:-having’ contacted:"eivilians® ‘in the *
camp, - spreading political néws: or ‘commenting on the: German High

precious stones);: premeditated’ escape s-etc.~ The:de.
were always overcrowded and every riow. and” then: the
"evacudted.® - This" took place a6 followst < the
of ‘the political section, -GRABNER-by name; - das
by a number: of -SS'men as’ drink ‘a8 himself, -
to cell, taking down the-particulars’of ea
the reason for his-punishment, etc.. If the camp leaderthad a list .~
of those’ condemned-to ‘death in hand,  thé. prisoners could consider .

- themselves Tucky, inasmuch as it might notiyet: be their turn.

But usually no notice was’ taker of such'a 1ists “What decidéd the -
individual prisoner's fate was mainly the impression:he made.on

3 camp ‘leader::
happened to be. ° There was no- questién of ‘considering the actual
penalty, - If the:impression heé made: was -not too unfavourable;  the
prisoner remained in his cell to-await his”execution at. a later
date unless he went to his death,volunt_a’rj.ly. The whole
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inspection was accompanied by a great deal ‘0f vile. 1anguage a.nd
brutal treatment. Usually 85 to 90 percent of the death cell’ :. B
occupants were “evacuated” and shot in "fr{mt of the wall s0:that .
space was again available for new arrivals. ' The camp in general
was, of course, never informed of this secret-justice nor whoi. : -
were its vietims, It is true that the relatives of the victims:
were duly informed, but the cause.of death was always ‘glven ds
being *natural.® An incredible amount of paper was wasted . :
compiling fake records of illnesses, fever charts, - etcg, destine
to justify each single /deaths  Death announcements were. . !
telegraphed never more than at the rate of two a -day so’as not
to arouse suspicion on the Moutside.” From the beginning
the executions were carried out by a single mang first, by
. "Oberscharfiithrer? PALITSCH, who was later sent.to.an officers! '’
’ training center, and then by YScharfilhrer STIWETZ, who sti1l: . =
performs these duties, Executions of women-were reported from T
AUSCHWLTZ, but in small numbers. On ‘the other hand, great - ' L
numbers of people were shot after having been brought. in.by. .
“truck straight from freedom or:from prisonss  In- two instances
- whole families were executed, parents 'bogether with.their = :
children. . In one case; an infant 'a-few-months old-ended his
short life in the arms of his mother before" the execution wall.




