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DECE 4

My dear Mr, Bloom;

Pursuant to our convera&tion'o‘i: ,thi#-'mornipg:i o

I am sending you herewith two coples of the 'V'x?epéi-"’t}'
on German extermination aenters-afiAuséb‘vr;lr;fé:,"é;gd.» : 7 s e
Birkenau, which were recently iasu‘ed,bi))""'_j”:ohg.: »%'dr et 7 4

Refugeo Board, SR e e

Very trily yours,

(Atkmea) . 0. popy,
L VW Pehle
Executive. D;rectcxf,

Honorsble Sol Bloom, =
House of Representatives,
House Office Building,

Washington, D, C.

Enclosures, - ' : Ly

FHodelird 12/5/4/
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My dear Mr. Cannon:

Board appropriation, several members of the
Deficienoy Subcommittee of the House Committee . ‘ i
on Appropriations expressed an interest in ob- . el T
- taining copies of the War Refugee Board releasse - o R
on German extermination camps.: CE g e e e i

At the hearing held today on the War Hefugee

A copy of this release is transmitted herewith,
It contains eye-witness accounts of events which " . - R
took place at Auschwitz ahd Birkenau in South-- . - S R T I
western Poland. This-report is being released to -~ - - - P
the public on sunday, November’26,-194Y, - . . - - oo e P

Very truly yours,

B (sigﬁe¢;aa,ﬁi ggy;g' L
'Exe°ut1V9,Ditgcpg;3 , e

A

~ Honorable Olarence Oannon;

S

House of ﬁepreééﬁtatives;' i

Enclosure

2@}%Q&JWPeh1q:1hh 11-20-l
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FROM:  MR. SHAEFFER'S OFFICH.

mo; - _ MISS HODEL 2410

- Another request for atrooity sﬁoﬂei_'si.fii]“.e"dv.b& :

Vo Mo Mes

Bre Benjamin Keutch
Room 231 -
1776 Broadway

New York, Ne Yo

Senp at request of Congressmen Collér

-
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FROM:  R. SHARFFER'S OFPICE o |. e

T0; - MISS HODEL . . . o 2a1g

* Since I have no more copies of the a.%;foéity report
up here, will you please have the girls send's -copy .

«Repréeen’&ati _Sénméli Diokatgin o s |
Room 1719,House Offive: Building =

‘This weés a teleéhozged" r'eq‘ué‘st; - . G R e ‘ ,

L 7ey

o
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FROM:  MR. SHAEFFER’S OFFIOE'

Tmm 7%%,7\4—-«&« 9~¢co,u

Congressman Hadwen Iuller oi‘ e Y. Galled for
the report, Also Dr. Frank S.. Bernard who 18
going to use it for the basis of a talk ,beril‘ore
the Medical Assn, EI :

I
. - ;. ;
: o 8 i
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t i
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FROM: MR, SHABFFER'S OFFION-
. (I -
s TP 7
T04 : g s

Congressman Gamble of Ne

W York re

: questod that
2 copies of the atroc

ity reports by sent to one
of his constituents. He is Alfred ‘Ae Knopf; the
publisher, Wouldn't it be nice if iy Y

VO IJ. IVI.

SEL M, KnOPf"blt?"
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My dear Hr. Johnson.

At the hearing held today on the War Refugee
Board appropriation, several members of the .. '~
Deficiency Subcommittee of the House Committee
on Appropriations expressed an interest in ob-
taining copies of the War Refugee Board release
on German extermination camps. , :

A copy of this release is transmitted
herewith., It contains eye~witness accounts of
events which took place at Auschwitz and Birkenan
in Southwestern Poland. This report is: being
{eiﬁased to the public on Sunday, November 2

9 ;

" Very truly yours.v'

: ﬁde.w.Panar
~J. W. Pehle

Honorable Jed Johnson,

House of Representatives..'

Enclosure

¥

W JWPEHLE: 1hh " 11-20-4y
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NOV 20 1909

My dear Mr. Ludlow:

At the hearing held today on the War SRR I
Refugee Boaxrd appropriation, several members: ... .. . i T
of the Deficiency Subcommittee of the House - ' ' :

Committee on Appropriations expressed an 1nterest
in obtaining copies of the War Refugee Board Te-. R S ,
. lease on German extermination canps. T nwiT A

.. A copy of this release is transmitted here--
with. It contains eye-witness accounts of events.
which took place at Auschwitz and Birkenau in . -
Southwestern Poland. This report is being re= -
leased to the public on SundaY. November 6, 19uu

Very truly yours,

(Sigmed a i. Pehle L

J.W.Pehle ..
Executive Director.

Honorable Louis Ludlow,

House of Representatives.

-Enclosure

<;%2%§F’JWPehle:1hn 11-20-4Y ‘, o SR T
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EMMET O'NEAL, = ' COMMITTEE Ofi APPROPRIATIONS
30 Dist. Kentuoxy - i - 7 K Lo

Qtun/gress of the Wnited States
Bousge of Repregentatives
Waghington, B, €.

November 21, 1944

Honorable J. V. Pehle - : SR
Executive Director . o ' - ) R
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D. C. o :
Dear Mr., Pehle: . Lo - g I T :
It was very kind of you to send

me & copy of the War Refugee Eoard release - o ' . . o

on German extermination amps. vg:i,;fglggll L

read it with interest.

Sincerely ;yours 5

G X BO'N:W

L




.-

Cowovzoww

My dear Hr. O'Neal:

At the hearing held today on'the War .
Refugee Board appropriation, several members
of the Deficiency Subcommittee of the House: .. . .
Committee on Appropriations expressed an interest
in obtaining copies of the Warlﬁeiugeegﬁoard%f**'*
release on German extermination camps. .- .

A copy of this reieééefis“trahsmitﬁeéﬂhq '
with., It contains eye-witness accounts of

events which took place at._Auschwitz and Birke

in Southwestern Poland.. This report is being
fgégased %o the public on Sunday, November 2 T

- Very truly yours,

(Slgaod J. W. Pemle = - -

b

¥

Executive.

Honorable Emmet O'Neal, .+ =

House of Representatives. -

~ Enclosure:

, ' N § ' o
- Mﬂpe’ﬁie: b 11-20-LY
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- Nov2o 1M

My dear Mr. Rabaut:

At the hearing held today on the War . ,
Refugee Board appropriation, several members =~
of the Deficiency Subconmittee of the House -~ -
Committee on App ‘arn
interest in obtaining copies of the War- . ..
Refugee Board release on German. extermination
camps. T AT

ropriations expressed an: . - ..ol

A copy of this release_ is trdnsmiﬁﬁédl¥”:ff.“:

herewith, It contains eye-witness-accounts-

of events which took place at Auschwitz and = -
Birkenau in Southwestern Poland. This report -
is being released to the public on Sunday, . -
November 26, 19ul, - , L

Very truly yours,.

—— . J.V.Pehle -

- Executive Director. .

Honorable Louis C. Rabaut,

House of Hepresqntaﬁifes.

Enelosure

'i

W ~ JWPehle:lhh  11-20-hy
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My dear Mr. Snyder:

At the hearing held today on the War Hefugee
Board appropriation, several members of the -~
Deficiency Subcommittee of the:House Committee S
on Appropriations expressed an interest .in. .. - ' . oo
obtaining copies of the War Refugee Board re-
lease on German extermination camps.

A copy of this release is transmitted. - .- = - - o
herewith, It contains eye~witness accounts.of = . .~
events which took place at Auschwitz and Birkenau ‘ LRI
in Southwestern Poland.  This report is being
fgﬁfaeed to the public on Sunday, November-2o,

Yery bruly yours,

; ?igqede};E,quh;n' :
Executive Director

, - ”§f;j
Honorable J;'Bu311;8n§der. e

#

. House of RapreSehtatives.

“Enclosure

%

X\ _/ﬂ?’% JWPehle:lhh 11-20-Ul
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Tt Novembei‘j‘ag oM,

Hy dear Mr. Stefan:

Transnitted harewith per yourr,%;JQL,nw,;;;, €'1

' request are two copies of the releaee.ent"led [7

"German Extermination Oampsrn»AuschWitz and
Birkenau".

You will- note “hat ’hisAreport
1904,
Very truly yours,

- 18 for release Sunday, Novqmbér:?

*(Signedf:"J.‘ I;."'V’Prelrlie o

J W Pehle :
Executive Ditectori,

Honorable Karl Stofan,

e

House of Representatives.

Enclosure

.
A

M 1121y

JWPehle;lhh
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My dear Mr. Taber'

At the hearing held today on the war
Refugee Board appropriation, several members’
of the Deficiency Subcommittee of the: House ST e IR
Committee on Appropriations expressed an- - S e Coopeiet
interest in obtaining copies of the VWar , T
Refugee Board release on German extermination
camps. v

A copy of this release ig transmitted T L I
herewith. It contains eye-witness accountS*'” : = B '
of events which took place at Auschwitz and.
Birkenau in Southwestern Poland, - This report
is being released to the public on Sunday,
November 26, 19ulh,

Very $ruly quurs;» .

‘Signed J. w. ‘Shle

 J. W, Pehle
Executive Ditector

Honorable John Taber, - K RN

Housge of‘RepresentatIVGs

-.Enclosure

M JWPehle:1hh 11-20-4Y
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My dear Senator:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of
Degember 1, 1944, concerning a request you received
from kr. W. W. Nairmn, Sr., of Wheaton, Maryland, for -
a copy of the reports recently lesuedby the Var Refu- .
gee Board on the German extermination oamps at: Ausohwitz ’
and Birkenau, i

Pursuant, to your request, we have sent a copy
direct to Mr. Nelrn. An additional oopy fs enclosed
herewith for your infommabion.

Very ti'uly youra, R

(gienad) 4. ¥e
- J. W..Pehle .
Executive Director

Honorable Millard F., Tydings, S
United States Senate, Lo
“Washington, D, G, B

Enclosura,

-

-  Fiimd '1272/44 w N
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MILLARD Z; TYDINGS, MD,, CHAIRMAN = *
 HAYDEN, ARIZ, ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, ub«
SEMMETT CHAMP CLARK, MO, JOHN A, DANAHER, CONN.

‘R, REVNOLDS, N. G,  WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT, .
MER T. BONE, WASH. ROBERT A, TAFT, GHIO ~ .

SURTON K. WHEELER, MONY.  OWEN BREWSTER, MAINE

PETER G. GERRY, R. 1. HUGH BUTLER, NEBR, wcﬂt{ca 3‘“‘9‘ sem‘e
I8 CHAVEZ, N. MEX. CHARLES W. TOBEY, N. Hi .

‘ALLEN J, ELLENDER, LA, COMM"TEE ON:

TERRITORIES AND. INSULAR AFFA|RS -

Décember l,f1944v lf

MISS CORINNE BARGER, CLERK

Mr. John W. Pehle

Executlive Director
War Refugee Board

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I have received a request from
Mr. Wi W, Nairn, Srey Wheaton, Silver Spring
Post Office, Maryland, for & copy of & document
on German atroclties 1n internment camps.i” -

If your offlce should have any
information on:this subject; I shall greatly:.
appreciate ‘your sending: such avaﬂ
direct to Mr. Nairn,: :

: ’ Thanking you for your ‘cooper tion inlr
this matter, and-with best wishes, T am

:'Sincerely yourri“” s
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SRR A ahisisaianiatie nb L LR RIS S 5 L BT S S g e S g
— ;

———
- HousasfRepresontativesU.s,
PUBLIC DOCUMENT

FREE

HON. FRANCIS E. WALTER
ROOM 349, OID HOBSE OFFICE BLDG.
VWIASHINGTON, D.C.

e e L S A Ay Ay bty by % Fesbush

PENNSYLVANIA. /
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. My dear Hr, Wood rum;

At the hearing held today on.the War - -
Refugee Board appropriation, several members
of the Deficiency Subcommittee of the House ~ ~
Committee on Appropriations,expressed?an'interest, S
in obtaining copies of the War Refugee Board = -
release on German extermination camps,. oo

A copy of this release is transmitted =~ -
herewith., It contains eye-vitness acgounts of - - -
events which,took~p1ace.at—Auachwitz;andrBirkenau-~

_in Southwestern Poland.;jThis~reportiis being >
reﬁﬁased to the public on Sunday, November 26,
194y, . I T e

:ver_yz tmly Yoursp :
: T (Sig'ne"d:J . W-?ehle .

 J. V. Penle
Exscutive Director.

T

A

Honorable Clifton A. Woodrum, -

House of Representatives.

; 5 Enclosure

£

WJWPehle: 1hh  11-20-4Y
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My ‘dear Mr. Wigglesworth:

.. At the hearing held today on the War -
Refuﬁee Board appropriation, several members LA Cod
of the Deficienoy Subcommittee of the Houge - - T T
Oonmittee on Appropriations expressed .an- .. o e
interest in obtaining copies of the War Refugee
Board release on German extermination camps. .-

A copy of this“releaee}isrtféﬂsmiﬁtéd

; herewith. It_contains'éyéawitneggjgggountéi'

; ) of events which took place at Auschyitz and
i Birkenau in Southwesﬁern'Pdland@%;Thiﬁfreborti,
is being released*to<the~public’on'Sunday.
November 26, 194y, S N

Very truly yours,

(sign

- J.°¥. Pehle

, o i [
Honorable Richard B. Wigglesworth, o

House of Rebiesentéﬁiveé,

I Enclosure

1 S . B

(59/% JWPehle:lhn  11-20-yy SO )
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-7 \f“ 7 P e TR TR
RICHARD B. WIGGLESWORTH 7L COMMITTEE ON
13TH DIST. MASSACHUSETTS - - o APPROPRIATIONS
Congress of the Wnited States , g
Bousge of Representatives SRS
Washington, B, €. RSP
- 7 No_vembe"i:, 21,1944,
My, J. W. Pehle, ‘ ’ .

Executive Lirector,

Wsr Refugee Board, . ' o
Washington, D. C. : R IS S
Dear Mr. Pehle: . ) . o

Meny thenks for your letter of the

twentieth and for the enclosure whiéal;lfl;,ayggil:gg"gg/ﬁavé»

at hand.

Sincerely youré )
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e

-any. :-8ngd
that the war gulity 111 be pun:
Delay'is fatal, .On the plains of h
hie countless bonesof milliogs,

1y

<noteworthy service for oUI Seabees over;:
.-&¢as and their relatives;at-home: Som: i
..800 familles of :this outstanding organt-'
< dtionof our:service forges, ‘through the .
o ol work 'of Mrs, Fisher, will recelve coples bf’;
.o 7. -100° pletures f showing'South ~Sea-war-
: .. Mrs,. Plsher's. son, Lewis:Fisher,

r. ANGELL.- Mr: SBeaker, Mrs For- |
‘est- Fisher, of, my.district, 13" dolng, &

Deg
hen: Christm
ound :-this - year, -thanka- the.

“pleasant-surprise wh

: ith. éach’ packagi
--ingly. agsembled for. 3 1
- Wil go 8 small bookle ! "ouring
- Pacific ‘'With : the Seabees:of “the Na
1"contain-g briet" déscription’of the
1 each card—candid caniera *shots”.
mountains and beaches, and Seabéi
tives at work and play,: @ , >
~But_real h of ‘the Christmas present
hich - will ‘te: e Wives or parents of eac
abees -betore - slelghbells- start
nging s Mrs.” Fisher, -mother of Chief Petty
‘Officer Yewis B: Fisher; now ing with the
Navy Construction Battalion, [

/. Mrs.: Fishe)

il e 0 bivou i ,:, )

1dea of her son, Ohlet Lewis, an amax’

hotographer, and - cardera enthiislast
on duty-in’ the Pacific for t




- ) Zréport présents e
which occurred af
camps of: Auschiy

The editorla relate
* therepolt, of ‘the . Wa

8¥8 matio and purpuse
bers ‘and: furnaces weré noi
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BLOOMINGDALE'S
NEW YORK

28

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
Hovenber 29, 1944

John Vi, Pehle
cutive Jirector
Viar FPefugee Board
Tregeury Buillding
.eshington 0F, I, C,

I shoulﬁ be interegted in your oninion
srding the ot*ached

I will be glsd to talk with the Hevi.York. -

Times peonle on this point if you 1"eel
that it is desirable &nd justifiea.

Cordially yours

1

ith iret- I, &, Hirschmann




P

American Zionist Emergency Counal

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS S , NEW. YORK TN
T .z-nao e

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America ) N [VE u rea '
Mizrachi Organization of America
Poale Zion-Zsire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America

November 28, 1944

Mr, Ira Hirschmann
Bloomingdaleé. Bros., .Inc. .
Lexington Ave. at 59th Street

New York, New York- - R It e

Dear Mr. Hirschmanns

You will probably have noticed in the New York Times
report (November 26th) of. the announcement by the War Refugee - -
Board of. the horrors perpetrated- byithe Nazie ‘in Polend; ~that -
considerable prominence wgs given in’ the body of “the’report -
to a-statemsnt by Peter Bergson on’ behalf ‘o 'the"He‘brew Coni~: -
mittee for National Libaration®. I enclose a’ copy: of: the g
report in case it has esceped your. attent:.on. : o

The prominence thus a.ccorded Mr. Bergson's statement
particularly in -that context, is,to say.the least,a little
surprising -and I.am wondering whether you would not feel 1t
worthwhile to draw. the attention ofsome: resIJonsible person:.
on the Times %o the importance thus attached-to Bergson's:
conmi. tiee by linking its statement:with' the announcement ‘of
the VWar Refugee Board.: One erels that the Times"aught o kuow

sbetter! and that if the fault is that of ‘their Washington cor-
‘respondent, it is time that he were enlightened on- the ‘tiue -
fects with regerd to the "I-Ieb :'Gommittee for Nationel hbera—
tionl.

Sincerely yours. :

e

AL:CK Arthur‘ Lourie




o -

ganized atmmtiea at Blrke Y i) and
Oswleclm [Auschwiﬁz] in south- :

R l"ood il emnl ? !eld Mlulnl it e on the
anuu Page ox the onqkly’n n’:?e -Adv




Bergson,: C B
man:of the’ Hebrew Committee for
Natldnnl Liberation, uriced &t
news cnnferenc% t‘ha t}(l:e Units
g War Crimes
S ik to take into coris

against: ‘persons ‘other:
‘lals of the United:Nations.

15 Tha Y.

tation .. proclaiming tha!

committed - againat Heb:

Burope,” irrespectlve -of >fhe 4
which the: crimh

time of death
a-and-puni

‘sovereignty -be ‘ré-
sw, - Commnilttee

* So 30)
H{e ‘ginkin the death’ mps a.nd

the execution’ ‘wall “orgas

Few, it any, did;

he® Polish major escape
im, where more tha

‘atoried,’ their present wheteabouts )
and- the circumstances under whigh
they cante to the board’s attention|. -
were not disclosed. Commienting|;

the tmstworthy yet: lragmentsry
reports hitlierto réceived, and ‘the
‘dates’ given with regard t i

ports to- varlous camps agree. wlth

ments’ can, therefor 2,
‘Yered entirely credible,”
How cheaply the-prisonerg the:
selves came to'regard humin life
as reflected in the'account by the
Jews of ‘&’ “apecial squad’ of
{200 ¢ther . Slovak:‘Jews who were
employed :in ‘gassing. and biirning
the. coridemned ‘at Blrkenau before

ing o th
cial squad' Ilved # arately " one’of,
_#On account
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BLOOMINGDALE'S
NEW YORX

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

i

November 27, 1944.

Mr. John W. Pehle

Executive Director

War Refugee Board - i :
Treasury Building - 5 -
Washington, D. C.

Dear John:

That report that you managed to have
released, I understand over.the "dead

bodies" of some of your "oolleagﬁea!,'*‘x”m fm
is a powerful piece of pro aganda. Even- - )
the New York Sunday News, Patterson's-

paper, which is not noted for its sympa-~ .

thetic interest towards the problems. to

which you have devoted yourself in the.

last year, ran it in full. I believe - - .

it made a deep impression. :

Without knowing under what ciroumstances -
the story was released, but. having been  —:-
around a bit in the last few years, I-am

-,0f the impression that you and you alone %
‘could have pushed & story.lilke that through. -

The people of this country deserve to be. .
informed and to know the truth, especially .
where human life and the principles in- i T
volved in their security and freedom are
concerned, and what you have -done by making

a sharp instrument of the War Refugee Board
rather than a piece of blunt opportunism

is something that should not be forgotten —-
and I think will not be lost on the con-
sciences of the American people.




-

“ of 1t on Page One.

-l -

The War Refugee Board it seems Game in
for rather a good proportion of ‘Page One
of the Herald Tribune yesterday. I made
an informal talk at a Convention which
seemed 80 important to me that I slmoat
forgot to_be there, and I found the report
The interesting part.
of my story coming under your great blast
I think is unique in Journalism, . :

But this letter was déiigned to take ny
hat off to you again, and here it goes.

Oordially yours,

iah.em I. A. Hirschmann




-

' &Mn‘gm '11-28-1}4

" this roport although not from the Btate Department -

it when 1 see you next. However, "unfortunately! . = .
the opposition didn't develop until the etory had . -

Hovémbérf?&jﬁlguu,£x ’;-.”_ ,’”'5

Dear Ira,

Thank you for your lettér’about6uf7étiﬁciﬁgffa“;~; S
rtory which is, getting & big play in the press through~ -
out the country. We did run into some opposition on . - . 7.

as far as I can tell. I will give you the story on

been released to the press for publication & week -
later, so nothing could be done to stop it. - - .-

I hope the story-does. some good.. Tome, 46 . ooon
is convincing in a way in whichiother repoxts have .- . .7
not been. A8 you know it is not easy to believe that -
such things take place but after reading these .. -~ ... =
accounts one cannot refute the conclusion that such . .~
things do happen and are happening. .ot :

"With pexa@nal'réga:dg,;ﬁ,rr *'?';:;. S a0 |
| inooraly yours, <o 4
(stgsd) domn

g, V. Penls

IR R

Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann, e e
Vice President, :

Bloomingdale's, - ,

New York, New York.

e
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR -
WASHINGTON

4 December 1944 = -

Mr, J, B, Friedman R . %,7 ,

War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr, Friedman

Thank you for the drafi. eply to: Mr,- Schuetta's""
letter to Secretary Stimson, I thought :lt we.s &

very good job,

Sincerely,"

Assistant Secretary 6f War




DEC 2 1944
MEMORANDUN e
, To Hr. MoQloy ' A |
FROM: , Mr, Friedman S : L o e [y

Pursuant to your request of yestorday, I send you
herewith a suggested draft of reply which you may wishito ...
use in answering the laetier recelved by Ssoretary Stimaon
from ¥r. Oswald F. Schuette under’ date.of -November 28,
1944. Mr. Fohuette's lebter is returned herewith, -~

Attachments, - B e o

! oo ] g fi Jies g f"/) PO N ’ 2 M :

I "'lr"‘ ‘(/,’u / / [ , { |
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a ‘

i !
| i
! H
1

WDBT muna 127274
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- qualified people who examinhed them in person. . The repori was also

Washington, D. C.
. &

Dear Mr. Schuetie:

Referance is made to your letter of November 28, 1944, in
which you inguire about a report recently lssued by the War Refugee
Board and entitled "German Extermination Camps - Auschwitz and
Birkenau."

I understand fully your skepticiem concerning atrocity sbories
which undoubtedly ariges from the fact that during and after-the Firat
World War some of the stories which were published were later proved -
without foundation. It is precisely because of this regrettsble ex-
perience in the past that all of us have been reluctent to believe the
stories of incredible German brutality which have ¢ome to light:dn.the
last few years. I regret to state, however, that the evidence support-
ing- these accounts is all too abundsnt. .

The decision that the report referred to.in your 1etter ig
authentic is based upon the cpinion of- trusted and tralned officlals . )
of the War Refugee Board, both-here:and overseas, and -upon’ the con-_- S
sidered judgment of experts in refugee and related matters in neutral
countries, The report contains only materisl about which-there is no’
uncertainty either in the minds of the narrators or among the many

checked against other unpublished material on the same subject’ and'
against the testimony of other eye-witnesses of similar or: related in- L
cidents, . B - i N

I can assure you that every’ available device was’ used t.o es-
" tablish the accuracy of this testimony. . As a result; and .as you will "
notice in the enclosed copy of the report, ~the following statemsnt ia
made in the foreword: "The Board his every reason to believe that'
-.these reports present a true picture of ths® frightful happenings in
these camps."

g

Veryr truly ibur's“, =
. S

Secretary of War.

M. Oswald F. Schuette,
National Press Building,
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

1 December 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRIEDMAN:

Herewith letter to the Secre‘i‘féry of War

from Oswud F. Schuette of November 28,. 1944 regarding -

the War Refugee Board's pres's release last SUnday on - o R
the subjeet of German extermination camps.
In accordance with our telephone con\'r‘er—*

sation of thls morning, will you please draft & sug— B

gested reply for the Seeretary's signatm-e. Kindly

elso return Mr. Schuette'!s 1etter.
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OSWALD F. SCHUETTE
National Press Building
Washington

: November. 28, 1944
Hon, Henry L. Stimson .
Secretary of War
Pentagon Building
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The War Refugee Board--of which you are a member--has just 'ﬁ;&i?_‘public a
voluminous and detailed account of the murder of 1,765,000 prisoners,: by the .
Germans, in what it calls the "German Extermination Camps, Ausohwitz ‘and Birkenau,"

"The Hoard," sayus the offlcial statement, "hag every reason to believe-that
these reports present a true picture of the frightful happenings in these campa.
It is making the reports public in the firm conviction that they should be:read
&nd understood by all Americana, ! ' R

Your membership on this board gives this publication its chieficlaim to public
acceptance. 4As Secretary Hull was 111 for many months, prior £0 his resignation;
it is not to be assumd that he had an opportunity to make ‘a critigal examination,..
Although the only remaining member, Sscretary:Morgenthau, is -a-lawyery he has no. . -

the critical analysis necessary to determine the credibi]{r.ityv_oi'i the »Ifeport»;.’r s

background of experience that would warrant the' assumption-that hé was-dble ‘to make : -

You, however, have such an outstanding reputation as a ylawjer,‘ 'a'riv;fifaé:a 'cbxxstéiene :

tious public official in two of the highest executive posts in the nation; <that your . -
name on the document gives it an overwhelminy authenbielby, = o0 s UL

That fact places upon you a seriou's»,respons.{biiity. Ai.roclty s'tbrz'-iés‘ ar'e;nort.hi_'h'g ', '

new in war propaganda, I was an American War Correspondent for:three and -oné half’
years in the last war, and know something of what was-done in that rield. A

So I am writing this letter to ask you thres —‘siﬁblédﬂésﬁ q

1.  Did you read the reports of. the three unnamed witnesses;
acceptad as true by your board? A e e e

2, Did you examine them ciitically.to. ser_éi,rthéi-they; ore;,'cg"t"
evidence of truth? T L B

3, Did you make any further inirestigation of the éignera, or. of the éircum? U

stances which led to the preparation of the'detailed accounts?

As & lawyer, I am sure you realize, even more than a layman, »"_tha'b “the -value ovf‘_, o
any anonymous testimony is only so good as the care with which the lawyer, who wr'ouchga_ :

for its truth, has tested its veracity and integrity,
I shall appreciate the courtesy of your réply.
%

lSinéérely yours,

/8/ Oswald F. Schuette

bafors they were |

ot
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EXGRRPTS FROV RFPORT OF POLISH MAJOR

Poges 2 & 3

“During 1940, 1941, and 1942 the roll call wag us
%o last at lesst an hour in sll weather conditions = frost,
Taln, or snow - the prisoners having to walt patiently with -

bare heads, If an escope wag reported, which resulted in ai o
“"manco" at evening roll call, all those assembled had to wait
-outside until the result of the search vag knowvm, - The search .
parties usually returned three or four hours later and with O .
disastrous consequences for .all the prisoners? health, In 1940, -
for example, one escape cost the lives of a hu.ndred.;:lnmatas.g O
It was during severe winter weather and the:prisoners: were forced

to stand out of doors from 3:30 in the ‘afternoon until 11 fo'qlgcg;'{ e

the next morning, as a result of which a hundred totally or = -
half-frozen men were counted, ¥ . :

"Originally, the comp of AUSCHWITZ yas infend

It was guerded by a group of Germang (no- hore than
ginning)-who had been transferred from a German co

sd only for Polss,
30 at the be -
ncentration: -

camp, They were primoners as well but oamp veterans,® if such an= '

expression may be used, Most of them had been imprisoned as far - -
back as 1934 and were all more or Less professional. eriminals,’
But as time went on -AUSCHWITZ -became more and more of en inter-. - )
national cemp and the first Jews ‘started to arrive in 1941, - They-
were immediately separated from the Mryans": and quertered in . - .- :
speciel %¥blocks," Although af -the tiie ‘systematic’ executions were
not an .established rule; it can be .stated. that ag a resulp of - "
bad treatment by 58 men, Capos and ‘foremen-(the majofity of

German origin but often -Poles who -were enlisted:-by: force),. . R
8 Jey, - irrespective-of his phys‘icé.l;,condi'tion_-f-f"coi).“l.d‘hof«?lraista“ -
more than ‘two weeks, A young Jew, for instance; who" was robust

enough -to be able “to .do- his.work Mon. the ‘doble”-(for exanple-
pushing a heavily laden wheelbar¥oy) would most Dprobably be 4
unable to keep. it up in’the long rim, . If he should show signs:
of holding out, .he would inevitably . be killed sooner. or later -

by such’mistregtment as being beaten: wlth a ghovel or pick ha_ndlé.

In those days a1l the Jews had to work in -the “quai‘ry'squad.“. .
At a trot they had to bring gravel on wheelbarrowg from a'pit about’
15 to 20 meters deep up a steep slope, At the top, 88 nien ‘and Capos--
checked thelr work snd the speed at which 1% ‘was carried out, and. ;. -,
anyone considered as "loafing!. was simply pushed over ‘backwards: when

he arrived at the top so that he crashed back down the 1incline

: uelly expected -

o e
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-on’ the second page of the Teport which begen by stating that o

-2

with hie fully laden barrow, This was one of the gusrds’ favourite .=~
pastimes, Such treatment of Jewlsh prisoners prevailed fom the

time the first Jews arrived at the camp until the spring of 1942. when
the firet large transports of Jews (tens of thousands) begen to

arrive and the extermination campaign was getting underwsy Wl

Pogze 5 &

Wntil the summer of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainly a concentration
camp in which no executions had taken place so far, ‘The firat Gl :
exscutions came as a surprise for the majority of the compla
inmateg, - They began In the summer of 1941 when one evening after.

roll call, various numbers were called up (I well remember there

were 18 men from Oracow slone), The men whose numbers had been

called were ordered to the stock room, where they had to. glve wp

thelr clothes and were given old rags (a shirt./and pants) in ex- R
change, Then they were tasken to the gravel pit and- shot with e
pistols at point blank range, The other prisoners were not:

allowed to be present at the shooting, but the execution was se
arranged that practically the whole camp could witnesg the nroceedings. RS

After the execution a speclal commando was designated to bury the -

" bodles, This incident caused o great deal:of unrest within:the' camp,

as we had assumed until then that deportation to_ a. concentration il
camp excluded the death penalty. for offences against the security
of the German State, From this day on executions-were carried out
at more less regular intervals, the victims.being called up: om
Puesdays and Frideys:. Later a special place of execution was: eet up.
within the camp's boundary, an open space between: "Blocks 10" and 11¥+~
where executionsg took place generally 1n the morning. :

Gonely ;,g‘g émi

The three excerpts qu.oted. above are clearly historical and
backgrownd meterial which the Polish Major: inserted with no pretense 3

that they are eye-witness accounts, - Thig'is clear from the statements R

themselves, and 1f there were any: doubt: from. the'’ reading of ‘thig
materisl it disappears when we note that the first: ‘excerpt. appear

March 24, 1942 the Major was taken t0.Auschwitz, - If he were purp
to fabricate sn "eye-witnéss" account) 1t is difficult o imagine
that he would not have done 1t a 1ittle more: cleverly.

ing

In conatruing the third. excerpt as purporting to ‘bs an "eye-witneas“

account emphasis is placed upon the words "I.well remenber. there were

18 men from Oracow alonef,  Aside from the fact that 1%t is impossible .

to determine whether this 1s an accurate tranglation of the Poligh. - -
original, it.should be noted .that the Major steted in the first- sentence
of his Teport that prior to his being token o Auschwitg he was . ' %
imprigoned in ,gra.cow. Thig would seem %o give him a reason for having
heard of the fate of pecple who may have been his fellow prisoners

at one time, in Gracow.

A
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YREASURY DEPARTMENT -

INTER OFFICE COMMUNI

To: Mr., Pehle
FrRoMm: Virginia M. Mannon

Regarding: Authenticity of atrocity reports

You will remember that following John Crider's question- -

ing of the authenticity of the reports

Birkenau, publicized by the Board, you asked me to ask the
Czech Minister if he had received similar reports,. -

Dr. Cervenka, the Czech ldiﬁister,

and, although he had received no similar reports, voluntesred
to cable his Government in London in-an™
establish the exactness of the reports,

CATION
. -

December 15 ; 1944 E

on Mischwitz and .

was-most cooperative

ffort to help us -

This morning Dr. Cervenka telephoned me fo 'sa,';r thét' he
had received a cable in reply from the Czech Minister of

Foreign Affairs, saying that Dr, . Kbp’ec;ky in Switzerland . =~
"confirms absolute reliability of, the ‘reports. it o

Dr. Cervenka said further thab Dr,

Frischer, a member -

-of the Czech State Council-in London (which is similar to

- Parliament) had brought the same repo

orts_to- this: country

recently when he came for the meeting of  the: World Jewish %
Congress. Dr. Frischer ‘called heia yesterday and: also-

mentioned that he had brought ‘the!same reports Witk

_ He, 206y expressed himself as ‘convinced
entirely true. DR R ok

“For the recor
N. Y. Times. = -

Dr. Cervenka said he vas ready and
to. the Board at- any time.

d) ‘Mr, dri@iéi‘ 1sa reporter fo¥ the

rith him,-
that the reports W

eager to be of help







- -

Report on Press and Public Reaction to War Res, geé Board
Release of Accounts of Auschwitg and Birkenau

I. Domestic Press

a. News dispatches - 83 newspapers ' : : , v R

United Press = 13 newspapers
International News Service — 4 newspapers
Associated Press = 51 newspapers.
Independent coverage ~ 13 newspapers . -

b. FEditorials - carried in 23 newspapers

Main reaction was argument for hard peace and - -
punishment.of war criminals, '

¢. Special Articles e - ) ST T el
(1) Lowell Mellett - syndicated colum — discussed»’auﬁhgntéi’éity.

(2) Gallup Poll ~ majority of Americans believe accomi‘;; of

a2l mass murders but underestimated numbers Hilled:-

average belief that 100,000,,i:i3}olvgd

(3) st., Louis Post Dispatch - full page: Sunddy. supplemeh;l;,' :
with 9 drawings by staff artist. - : S

d. Radio Broadcasts
(1) Drew Pearson, Novembar 26th. ‘
(2) Quincy Howe (C.B.S;), November 27th. -

“II, Foreign Press

8. Russia - "Igvestiya" carried 15 inch spxleédrrox;:'ﬁRB're;éésé.
~Press reports that American reports were “iftroduced into. -
record in:recent Lublin trial ofwwar criminalg.=

P

b. Great Britain - WRB represent,fivé Emire’ports’ :widé;f 'i'e"ifg T
comuent in England.’ 0.W.T, confirms this, A

III. 0.¥W.I. .
- Copies sent to 0.W.I. cutposts all over world.

IV. Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs

: ’ Sent copies to all South American countiies,

E




[

-2

V. Congressional Interest

About 25 Congressmen have rsceived coples. Congressman Celler
commented on the report in the House. Requests for coples-have
been received from 10 Congressmen. - No unfavorable Congreesional
coment.

A

‘Requests from the Publie

Approximately 450 orgenlzations, government agencies ‘and privato
individuals requested copies of the report., ' The majority of .
these requests came from unidentified individuals.. However,
numerous requests were received from publishers, lawyere, doctors,
churchmen, teachers and libraries.

VII. Impact on Bond Drive

0.W{I. had feared adverse criticiam because of timing of relesse.
8o close to Sixth War Bond Drive. No such criticisum has appeared
in the press. On the contrary, two dispatches (Birmingham O
Alabama Age-Herald and St. Louis Globe-Democrat) highlighted. the
purchase of war bonds as & means whereby Americans could wreak
vengeance against the Nazis for atrocities such as: those described
in the War Refugee Board reports: -- .

VIII. Authenticity Questioned

a. John Crider, New York Times, claimed inconsistencles in several
dates.

b, Oswald Schuetts (Washington, D. C., attorney) questioned
authenticity in letter to Secretary Stimson.
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Mr. Jo W. Pehle
War Refugee Board
VWiashington 26, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I em sending back herewith bthe photostat: oopy of y ur bdooﬁine'zi‘b“'e.'boﬁty}};i
the German extermiration camps. To my rogret, I have finall, oma persuadedrv
that there is not much that can be done in further disaemlna’clon of: this .

horrlfying report.

I thlnk you should know, however, what has bean happening here vn.th{’
regard to it. After our judges decided that:! (1n view of. tho ‘Keraki' bo k wh:.oh :
inoluded some similar material), it wasn't adnee.ble o send thig: to- OUY._ OWA = i
subsoribers, it seemsd to me that a good plan would bé to have an’ organ:.zat:. n -
like the Council for Demooracy dlstrlbute 11;. :

I talked with. Ernest Angell, the pree:.dent of that
matter, and told him that if they would agree o send it out
list of opiniop-makers of all varieties] :eve would donete:the p
stand all other. costs. I sent. him the dooumen and- afte
his exeocutive ocommittee,” he.turned dovm ‘the proposa 'S
think it was within their line of actlvrby. I don'

’ they're the doctors. - )

L1t about the
~a-8eleocted
phlets: and o
some dlscueslon With

“Hig aomznlttee d1dn"c
'agree but: ‘of- course :

I then took up the matter w:l.'bh Clli"hon Fadiman e.nd Rex: Stout of the L
War Writers Board.. Tt seems that in the meantime they ‘had been’ having gome_ [
discussion with sn. OAT. representat:.ve about -this very ma'bter, and raported’
that there appeared to be some  doubt in Washmgton (Just: where - :.t s 'eentered

: don't know) that the- dlstrlbutlon of “such a pemphlet ould not ‘be: 100%'_7
’ edv:.sable. R

... -Fadiman- e.nd I 'balked of other ; means of n
through some other . -organization than the:Counoil for: Dem
of -the. opinion that an’ organlzatl n -1 "Whioh he is. act"
Prevention: Oi’ world Wer III would‘ o

: However he ‘and Rex Stout” ,elt tha'l. ‘the: repor 5 e f e
is 1ikel,1 40 be reed by any large number: of people. It is-just: not reéadable: . o
enough. 7They felt that the only: effectual thing: that could be done: “with 3% '
was to have it get to a selectsd list of opini. on—makers, conslstlng of edltors,
radio comrrentetors, clergymen, and so forth.'  #With this I egree.

: The questionat onoce ‘arose”as to whether you. haven‘t alreedy done RIS s
( .- o this Job pretty thoroughly.’ Certainly the coverage-you.got in the- novig=: : :
papers was exceptionally good. You might et me know how far you'did: 20, . e
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¥r. J. W. Fehle -2m * Docember-13, 1944° -

in the distribution of the report, and if there ves any. good-s:.zed fleld
uncovered, then Fadiman's group can step in and do the- Job 'bhare. L

Iem sorry about the delay in reporting to you on 'bhls matt'ér, LR
but I have been ears under on a lot of things, and only today have I been

able to get at this and obther extra-curriouler matters. .
'

Cordially yo\l'rs:;' 5 .

Hoy

Harry" Scherman
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT =
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUYIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Scherman:

I wish to thank you for your letter of: Dedemb’ef 13,

1944, and for the careful consideration which you have given. -
to the problem-of further dissemination of the reports:on the
German extermination camps at Auschwitz and Blrkenau. “Your: -

comments and the views of-those with whom you- id:,s,cuqs,edfth:e‘l' .
matter are sincerely appreciated a.nd have. engn,fiﬁédv,.wi'tﬁ;.in-
_terest. G Rt

As you know the reports have renelved excellent
press and radio coverage, »both in this -country. and abroad. .
adeqnate, \Particularly. in view of all the other reports that
have recentlv reached the public on’ other extermination:ce
tersy, If there should.be occasion in 'i‘uture to ralse -the
lem of wider distribution:of our: & 3
group, . I shall let ‘you lcnow. e

L'ay I.again thank you for your prompt e.nd personal o :
mtetest in- this’ matter. - .

oy ' s‘inc'é'rély,
MM)?/‘:;:W . 3 J W Pehle

Executlve Dlrecfror TN

Mr. Harry Scherman,
Book-of-the-Xonth Club
385 Madison Avenue, .
New-York, H, Y.




.

FFICE OF THE
'TIVE DIRECTOR

""EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE. PRESIDENT L

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

ANovemberES;fiéﬁu;,'

Dear ‘Sherman:

“Pursuant to our telephone :
conversation this morning I-am: sending ‘to..
you herewith a photostat of a report- re--’
ceived from Roswell D. McClelland, War
Refugee Board representative in Bern, ,
Bwitzerland, transmitting the reports
referred to- thereln.

I shall’ appreclate Very much{fi‘"/
your help and suggestlons wi
this materlal

Please regard this matter as
confidential for :the tlme belng.ﬁ;

Mr,” Harry Sherman,smr '
Book-of-the Month'Club,
385 Madison-Avenue, "

New York, New York.

Enclosure -
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DEC 19 194
_'Perbox;nl

Dear Mr. Scherman:

I wish to thank you for your letter of December-13,
1944, and for the careful consideration which you'have.given
to the problem of further dissemination of the reports on the
German extermination camps at ‘Auschwite and Birkenau. Your.
comments and the views of those with whom you discussed the
matter are sincerely appreciated and have been noted with 4in-
terest, . w — i

As you know the reports have received excellent
press and radlo coverage, both in this country and abroad., -
Particularly in view of all the other reports that have recently
reached the public on other extermination centers, I suppose. we
might not push this matter further at this time, If there -
should be occoasion in the future Yo raise the problem of wider
distribution of our report through Fadiman's: group, ~I"shall let
you know, : ST

With regard to the negative reaction of 0.W.I., I
healtate to express myself in writing. You can"be sure it has:
no _adequate basis, S R

¥ay I again thank: you for ypuz‘hiiarompt and personal
interest in this matter. : o

' , stnoerely,
E (#1ea) 3. 0. AT
: Y 35 W, Pehleti-
Exgoutive Director: =

M¥r. Harry Scherman,
Book~of~the~Month Qlub,
385 Madison Avenue,
New York, N. Y.

- Y s ) enil
FH:JWPshd 1:;/19/44 67
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Wil y -
. '—"“';}’“J‘]E’Q i .
S -
Ae v'M,; - WAR DEPARTMENT
J & '& '/ OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANJT SECRETARY -
,)S-\' e - WASHINGTON, b. C,

27 December 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board, Treasury Department
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr, Pehle: -
/
I am sending you & copy of the reply of Oswald Schuette

to Mr. Stimson.v : B , NS

You will recall that Mr, Schuette wrote to Mr, Stimson
after the publicatlion of the last report of the War Hefuges -
Board. Mr, Stimson also sent me a memorandum whigh’ reads as-

- follows: : - e
. B i

T should be very grateful if yoil could get hold
of Pehle and tell him that he: nmst ‘be extraordinarily
cereful, I have read the report on the atroclties and - -
it is so horridle that 1t will be.sure to invite.further -
inquiry by readers as to the: oare which ve have taken to.. -
authenticate 1t. LA )

i Sinc’e;ely’.
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COPY

OSWALD ¥. SCHUETTE G e
Netional Press Building : LT s

- Washington, D, C, -

December 18, 1944

Hon, Henry L, Stimson
Secretary of Yar
Pentagon Building
Washington, D. 0. -

Dear Mr. Stimson:

I sppreciete greatly the courtesy of your reply of December 13
to my letter of November 28, concernirg the War Refugee:Board's"
report on German Atrooities, made public November: 26¢ 1944 1. ¥now
how busy you are with more important matters. S T

But you are the one member of that Board whose Judgment in oyt el
nmatters of this kind is entitled to the respect of the publici. And - i SR
your name was-used to induce the public to accept as: euthentic: the:.
anonymous "eye-witness! reports of tlie happenings at the- "Garman
Extermination Camps -,Auechwitz and Birkenau. e

Your letter leaves unanswered nw question as to vhether you had. sl A - i
critically examined these reports before they were givenm to the ' ' 7. . .- : :

publiec, with your endorsement and with the statement -of your Board

that "it is meking the reports public in the firm- conviction that =
they should be read snd understood by all Americans.!  You sey in
your letter that the decision that the report is authentic ie “'based
upon the opinion of trusted and trained officisls-of the board" and
"upon the considered Judgment of. experts in neutral countries' hE

I dou'bt whether, as a la.wyer, you would have submitted t e
court, on far less weighty matters, any- anonymous testimny meroly ool = T
authenticated by -#the opinion of ‘trusted and trained officiala® or::: : SRR
"the considered judgment of experts.". Tet that is not  the real” 1spue, Sl
The main point is that the public, your ‘public, whom ‘the Board: hes:;
urged to read this document, is entitled to know that you too havo,
read it -- and carefully. :

-1 am sure that you have not done this, For if you'had.,I an
confident you would have hesitated to vouch for its truthfulness,.
Please remember that this document is not of fered by your Board as
an indictment or as a compilstion of general chargem, It is offered -
in proof of such charges, as the detailed account of the personasl




e -

~ were Jews",

experiences of three eye-witnesses. Two of these were ‘themgelves -
rarticipants == even though under coertion «- ‘in: the ,‘révqlting’ c¢rimes. - N
they report, The principsl one of these unnamed oye-witnesses testifimg - -
that from May, 1942 to Jamuery, 1943, he was the."chief attendsnt and -
later administrator® of the fsick -bullding! (Krankenbau) which ‘was:” " -
the "much dreaded Block Tof the Birkensu prisom, - - R

"Ths building", he says (pg. 9), "was noth
center for death candidates, *** Twice weekly
camp doctor indicated the number of priscners who vere toibe gassed and R
burned #**. The weekly 'draft' in desd from Block 7, was about 2,000 ofi
whom 1,200 died of 'matural death' and about BOo’thrqugh Yeelection,! “sex
Until January 15, 1943, up to whic :
amd therefore in.d position to directly observe happeninga;"sdqq' 60,000 . -
prisoners died of 'natural death' or by 'selection,':.i!?j» BT P

Although his own report does not tell what he' 'd1d after he gzaye: EEER
up his post as "adminlstrator! in Jemuary 1943, the document issued by -
your Board says (pg, 84) that when he and his chmpaxiion'-xéne ofyour: ... -
other witnesses -- escapéd from Birkenau, Aprid 7, 1944, the two had

“held postes as "block recorders”, and that as a result of their escapeg
all Jews sxercising such functions were removed, The "block recorders!, . -
the statement explatns (pg, 25) were the-*right hand" of'-the~¥block e
who was responsible for order in each block snd bad. power over Iife . - .

and death, MUntil February 1944," adds the statement, *ngarly ‘50 percent-

So the main portion of the testimony which your Board asks the SR
publie to read, on your gaarantes of its. truthfulness;: isthe statement -
of a man who was himself a trusted prisoner charged with ‘grave responai-
bilities in the administration of this rhouse'qt‘;"m@rder. ST hose

Each day, according to his report, the march of death was: mobilized .-
under his eyes, Each. day he was a part of it ‘heartrending, bestial .l
brutality. ‘After almost two years of thig experience, he esbepes,  Not:
as & raving maniac, No. He writes . or undervwrites - thirty peges.of =
8ingle spaced typewriting, filled with:the horrible details.,: é
dates, places, mges of compl,icartedfser:la]‘. nunmbers;
and trivial faets, £ill these carefully phrased P

age:

- .-Anofficial reporter, -
of :iron and a2 mind of steel
authority to teke them out

yoars, - Yet we are asked to belleve this man did so undexi:
eyes of. the prison keepers who murdered. -he’
while he wgs one of them, ’

iizg"els‘"e; than aﬁ'asﬁéhbly" 5
, Mondays and Thursdays, .the - SRR

h time I was adninistrator of'Bleck 7! -

15_675_1;'":.',' R
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1t mey be trus - God in His Mercy forbld! But 1t'is difficuit

to believe that this particular witness could have written, —‘ps we' - ..

are supposed to believe that he did- with such detail, the day by day
story of two such horrible years, : ’ N

Please read it yourself, Mr. Secretary, and celmly .if you oan, '
as a lawyer and a judge, and then decide whether you would vouch:for
it to 2 jury in & court. S

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Oswald F. Schuette
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DEG 30 198

il

Secretary Morgenthau

J. W. Pehle

For your 1ngormat;§n.

In connection with our recent release to the public of the . |
two eye-witness sccounts of the German extermination cemps a% - :
Auschwits and Birkenau, you will be interested to know that no . -
one has seriously questioned their authentiocity exeept-a - - s coom T
HMr. Oswald F. Schuette of VWashington, D. C., who wrote: to Seare ‘
tary Stimson on November 28th. Apparently skeptical of atroeity -
storles as war propagenda, Mr. S3chuette questioned ‘the' value of
the anonymous reports released by us and asked Seoretary Stimson
as a lawyer to vouch for their truth.. He specifically asked" i
Mr. Stimson if he had read the reportsg: .before they wereé accepted:
as true by the Board, if he hed examined t eritically ‘to see
that they bore evidence of truth and whether iny lnvestigstion’ - -
was made of the narrators or circumstances which -led to the - =~ -
preparation of the accounts, Thig letter from Mr, Schuette  to - . - .
Secretary Stimson was sent to us. Tor preparation of an appropriate - -

reoly whlch we immediately drafted and sent to McCloy, Our drs

contadined the following paragraphi:

'"The decision that the report referred toin. your - :
letter 1s authentic is based.upon the opinion ‘of trusted - -
~and tralned officlals of the War Refugee Board; both: .. '
here and overseas; and upon . the considered Jjudgment of
experts in refugee and related matters.in neutral coun-
tries. The report contains only materiel ‘about .which-
there 1s ng uncertainty either in the minde of the - :
narrators or among the manyiqualified'pebple,who?gx'

" amlned them in person. The report was aldo checked
against other unpublished material on the same subjlect

and against the testimony of “other eye-wltnesses of
similar or related incidents.® SR

McCloy later advised us that he thohght our proposed Teply was.
"a very good job,* 5 SR

i ' I have now received a letter from McCloy transmitting a copy
i - of another letter which Mr. Schuette has written to Secretary. :
Stimson, Schuftte 8t11ll questions the. veracity of the two reports .-




x - -

and calls upon Stimson to read them carefully and, as a lawyérféhdi'

a Judge, decide whether he would "vouch for them 10 a Jury in e
court.” McCloy's letter to me ends as follows: T

*Mr. Stimson also sent me a memoranduﬁVWhich reads as
follows: o

'I should be very grateful if you oould get hold
of Pehle and tell him that he must be extraordinarily
oareful. I have read the report on the atrocitles and
1t is so horrible that it will be sure ‘to invite fur-
ther inquiry by resders as to the care which we have
taken to authenticate it'," o

Coples of all of the above-mentioned letters are attached.

{8180ed) 7.¥, Penle-

Attachments,
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27 December 1944

Mr, John W. Pehlse, Executive Director ) ) S v IS
War Refugee Board, Treasury Department . :
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Pehle!

1 amtéending you a copy of the reply;of’Oewéld
Schuette to Mr. Stimson. ’ i ’

You will recall that Mr. Schuette wrote to - ‘ i R
Mr. Stimson after the publication of the lsst report. - S I o
of the War Refugee Board. Mr. Stimson also sent me i
& memorandum whlch reads as follows:

"I should be very grateful -if you. could , -
get hold of Pehle and tell him that he-mus¥ -~ .-~ - - -~ B U
be extraordinarily'caverukgwhllhave'read/th§’ ST s e PO
report on the atrocltles ahd 1t'is-so horrible '
that 1t will be sure to invite further: inquiry
by readers as to the care which we have taken
to authenticate it." ‘ B : Lo

‘Bincerely,

/8/ John J. MoGloy
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OSWALD F. SCHUETTE
Bationel Press Bullding
Washington, D.C,

December 18, 1944

Hon. Henry L. Stimson
Becrstary of War
Pentagon Bpilding
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Stimson:

I appreciate greatly the courtesy of your reply ‘of December. 13
to my letter of November 28, concerning the War Hefugee Board's
report on German Atrocities, mede public November 26,: 1944, I know.
how busy you are with more important matters, -

But you are the one member of that Board whose Judgment im -
matters of this kind 1s entitled to the respect of the publie.. =
And your name was used to induce the public to accept as;authentic
the anonymous Meye-witness" reports of the happenings at the %Gere
man Extermination Camps - Auschwitz and Birkenau.® SISl

Your letter leaves unasnsvered my Queétiénfgé¥ﬁ6/§ﬁétﬁér‘ybu.
had critically examined these reports before they were given to .
the public, with your endorgement and with the stsatement of your

Board that "it is making the reports public -in' the firm convietien -

that they should be read and understood by all Americans.*  You '~
say in your letter thai the decision that the report is authentie
is %"based upon the opinion of trusted and . iralned .offlcials of  the
board® snd Pupon the considered Judgment of experts:in neutral
countries, ® T T T

I doubt whether, as a lawyer, you would have subpliiied to a.
court, on far less welghty matters, any anonymous -testimony merely
authenticated by "the opinion.of trusted and ‘trained officlels® .-
or “the condidered Judgment of experts.® - ¥ét that 1s-not the real
issues The main point is that the publie, “your public '
Board has urged %o read this document, 1is entitled ‘to:

you too have read it <= and carefully,

gysthgt

I am sure that you have not done this.  For: if you had, I am
confident you would have hesitated to vouch for its truthfulness,
Please remember that this document is not offered by your Board as
an indlictment or as a compilation of general charges. It is
offered 1in proof of such charges, as the detalled acdount of the
personal. experiences of three-eye~witnesses.  Two of these were
themselves participants -- even though under c¢oertion =- in.the
revolting crimes they report. The prineipal one of thése unnamed -
eye-vithesses testifies that from May 1942 to January, 1943, he

5 ;

whom the
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was the “chief attendant and later administrator® of thef“sickf,g
bullding" (Krankenbau) which was the *much dresded Block 7% of
the Birkenau prison, ‘ E

*This bullding", he says (pg. 9), "was nothing else than an
assembly center for death candidates, ### Twice weekly, Mondays
and Thursdsys, the camp doctor indicated the number of prigoners
who were to be gassed and burned *¥*%, The weekly 'araft’ in dead-
from Block 7, was sbout 2,000 of whom 1,200 dled .of 'natural
death' and about 800 through "selectlon.!' *# Until January 16,

1943, up to which time I was administrator. of 'Block 7' and there~ -
fore in a position to dirsctly observe happenlngs;'eome‘50,000~
prisoners died of 'natural death' or by 'selection'. -

Although his own report does not Tell what'he did after he .. .- . .
gave up his vost as "administrator" in January 1943, the documen® -
lssued by your Board says (pg. 34) that when he and his companion ~
one of your other witnesses —- escaped from Birkenau; April 7,/ - L
1944, the two had held posts as "bloock recorders!, ‘and-that as a
result of thelr escapes all Jews exercising such funetions were.
removed. The "block recorders®, th Btatement explaing {pg. -26)

werc the Yright hand® of the ”blockﬁéldeétgwwho”was'pesponsiblé, o
for order in each block and had power over:llife-and death.. "Until :
February 1944," adds the statement, #nearly 60 percent were Jews",

8o the maln portion of the testimony which your Board asksg -
the public to read, on your gusrantee of iis truthfulness, 1is the
statement of a man who was himself 2 trusted brisoner:charged with i -~
grave responsibilities in the adminiStrationjdf"this'hoﬁs@' SR
murder, e R EE e o)

Each day, according to his report, ‘the march,of death was
mobllized under his gyes. Each day he was a part of 1ts heart
rending, bestlal brutality. ‘After: slmost. twWo years of this ex Lorinnin
perience, he escapes. Not as a raving -meniac. - No.. He writes =. . ey
or underwrites = thirty pages of=slngle. spaced typewriting,; filled & .
with the horrible details. Names, dates, places, pages of com=~ . = = -
pliceted serial numbers, gruespome -incidents-and trivial facte, -
i1l these carefully phrased pages. - : SRR R

An -0fficisl reporter, without s consclefice or a heart, -with -
nerves of iron and a mind of steel, plus a ream of notebooks and
high authority to take them out prison with him, could not have .~
complled so preclse a record of everything:-that was done in those
two terrible years. Yet we are asked to believe this man did so
under the vigilant eyes of the prison keepers who murdered,: he

says, 1,765,000 prilsoners while he was one of them, .

It mayibe true - God in His Meroy forbid! But 1% is aiffi-
cult to believe that this particular witness could have written, =~
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a8 we are supposed %o believe that he did - with such detail, the.
day by day story of two such horrible years. ' o

Please read it yourself, Mr. Secretary, and caimly if you. can,
as & lawyer and a Judge, and then decide whether you would vouch
for it to a jury in a court, N i

Bincerely yours, 7

/8/ Oswald F. Schuette
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTOR

-4 December 194§'

Mr. J. B, Friedman
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C. .

Dear Mr. Friedman:

Thank you for the drafi reply to
Mr. Schustte's letter to Secretary Stimson.
I thought 1t was a very good Job,

Sincerely,
/8/ John J. MeGloy

JOHN J. McCLOY
Asslstant Secretary of War
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December 2, 1944

TO: Mr. McCloy
FROM! Mr. Friedman

Pursuant o your request of yesterday, I send:
you herewith a suggested draft of reply which you may
vwish to use in answerlng the letter received by Secre-
tary Stimson from Mr. Oswald F. 8chuette under date of

November 28, 1944. Mr. Schuette's letter 18 returned
herewith, ) =

Attachments,
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Dear Mr. Schuette?

Reference 1s made to your letter of November 28, 1944
in which you lnquire about a report recently lssued by the War
Refugee Board and ontitled *German Exterminatlon Camps -
Auschwitz and Birkenau."

I understand fully your skepticism concerning atrocity
stories which undoubtedly arises from the fact that during-and
after the First World Var some of the storles which were publiehed
were later proved without foundation. It is preclsely because’
of this regrettable experlence in the past thet all 0f us have
been reluctant to believe the storles of incredible German: bru-
tallty which have come $0 light in the last few yearss I regret
to state, however, that the evidence supporting these accounts
is all too abundant. ‘

The deecision” that the report referred to in:your letter
is suthentic 1s based upon the oplnion of trusted and trained.
officlals of the War Refugee Board, both here and overseas, and
upon the considered Jjudgment a4f experts i refugee. and related
mattere in neutral ocountries. The report contains only-meterial -
about which there 1s no uncertainty either in the minds of the~
narrators or among the many qualified pedple who examined them
in person. The report was slso checked against Lother unpubllshed
meterlal on the same subject and against the testimony of other
eye-witnesses of similar or related 1ncidents. : :

I can assure you that every availaole device was’ used
to establish the accuracy of this ‘testimony, As & result, and -
as you will notice in the enclosed copy of the report the i
following statement 1s made in the foreword: - :#The Board ‘hag™

every reason to belleve that these reports preaent a true picture:'

of the frightful happenings in these camps.

Very truly: yours,

i

Seeretary of War.

Mr. Oswald F. Schuette,
Hational Press Building,
Washington, D. -C,
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
VASHINGTON

1 December 1944

MEMORARDUM FOR MR, FRIEDMAN:

-Herewith letter to the Secretary of War
from Oswald F. Schuette of November 28, 1944 regarding
the War Refugee Board's press release laétVSundéy’on

the subjlect of German exterminatiqn'eamps.

In accordance with ou%"tglephbngigoqj§r:’*f

sation of this morning, will you please.draft.aléug~

gested reply for the‘Secretéry‘s sighature.- Kiﬂdly'vu ;‘ _,;

also return Mr, Schuette's letter.
o

J'.vvvJ.;MVOC‘.
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OSWALD F. SCHUETTE
National Press Building
Washington :

November 28; 1944 7

Hon. Henry L. Stimson
Séoretary of War
Pentagon Building
Washlngton, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The War Refugee Board--of which you are a member—-has jJust
made public a voluminous and detailed account -of -the murder of
1,765,000 prisoners, by the Germans, in what it calls the *German
Extermination Camps, Auschwitz and Birkensau, *

"The Board," says the official statement, "has every reason:
to believe that these reports present’a true ploturs-of the ;
frightful heppenings in these camps. It 1s making the-reports TR
public in the firm conviction that they should be resd - and undexr<
stood by 21l Amerilcang,' - : s B

Your membership on this board gibes'thia,publigation%itb

ohlef claim to public acceptance. .AB Beoretary,ﬂull;yanill for:
many months, prior to his resignatipn, it is not o be agsumed i .
that he had an opportunity to make & oritical examination, - Al= .
though the only remsining membsr, Jecretary Morgenthau, isa o
lawyer, he has no background of experience that would warrent the . .
assumptlon that he was able to make. the critical analysis necessary
to determine the credibility of 'the report, il iiin el

You, however, have such,an[outstanding?reputation%as'a*lawyér R
and as a conscientious public official in two ‘of.:the highest execu-:"-
tive posts in the nation, that your name on - the document gives it
an overwhelming authenticity. : L S g ;

That fact places mpon you & serious sponsibility,  Atroeity -
stories are nothing new in war propagandai- -was an-American Wep: -
Correspondent for three andione'halt,yegrg,;n;;heﬂlast'war,'and
know something of what was done in that 'field :

So I am writing this ietf@:,tb'aék you threeisihp )
- SO S e
1. Did you read the reporte of the three unnamed witnesses;
before they were accepted as true by your Board? S

2. Did yoh examine them oritically tojseefthét they. bore on
theirrface the evidence of truth? o SRS e T Y
AG. -Did you make any further investigation of the sigh%ré;

kS




TR
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or of the circumstances which led to thefpreparation'5fﬂth¢fde;“ :
talled accounts? . R e

As a lawyer, I am sure you realize, even mére then g laymsn, -
that the value of any anonymous testimony 18 only so good as-the - ..
care with which the lawyer, who vouches for its truth, has teasted o
its verasity and integrity. . B B

I shall sppreciate the courtesy of youﬁ reply.
Sincerely: yours, '
/s/ Qéﬁald F. Schuette

OFg:K
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Jews in Oswiecin and Birkenay canps 18 & pure Lnventior d

foundation and thit if ¢amps should be sbandoned, - inmates will be -
evacuatoda . E Y i . R

12:45 pum. :
danuary 12, 1945

Miss' Chauncey. (for the ‘Sec'y)AAc‘kermar‘m, Akzin, Cohn, .Drury, DﬁBdiS‘, Gaston,
Hodel, ‘Marks, McCormack, ‘Pehle, Files .

Bakpiniar 1/11/45

e ﬂ;/ —

Plouse invostigate truth of this information and xeport results, BT
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By R. H.Parks DAte_SEE 1 1972 ’, |
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CABLE T MMLEGATION, BERN, SWITZERLAND, FOR MOCLELLAND
Information said o originete with Irish Deﬁéi-tﬁn’t) of Exuml. ol

that the rumor that they intend to exterminate Jews in Oewigesim and. .
Birkensu comps 18 & pure invention deveid of all foundat;ojn’mat.hat' i

camps should be sbandoned, inmates will be svacuabed,. .

Pleass investigate truth of this informatfon snd report.romtu, S

THIS I3 WRB BERN CABLE NO, 360,

12:45 p.m. .
January ,12,,, 1945

o liss Chauncey (for the Sec!y) Ackermann,
; ’ Hodel, - Marks, McCormack, Pehle, Files

BAkzinsar  1/11/45 /3’4

U —

Akzin, Gohn, Drury, DuBois; Gaston;

Relutions reached the Board to the effect that German suthorities lﬁ“d ' T
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PARAPHRASE CF TELESHAM RECEIVE b
F0M: Vamericen Leg ticn, Publin
TO: Secratary of Stete, ashlngton

DATER: Jenusry 17, 1945 \- BBPY - e "
HRIBIR: 9 x B“NTRB , R

In connection with the following 8 ssape please roferﬁtbfbebéftmeqt’é;

mes:snge of January 13, No. 12,
I em informed by External Affairs that in responae to t}n inquiry

made by Arlscoe regarding the rumor thaet the uemans intended to llquld

Lhe inmates of the two camps in cuestion, they addx‘essed inqu:.r'y to the

Government of Germany and then replied as follous to Bmscoe,,

Reply {ronm the lerman. autbo**l‘t,l«,s Lo our 1nqu1r1es about,

- ! -

the two camps, Oswiecim,and Hoss and mmena 3

recelved By us, The Cermuns bta’cc thah the rumor fhat lt is
their intention to eyLermnate hha dE‘NS 1n these

~

ol

I am informad by Jriscoe t.hdt hg made rvn 'yublnc qtdtemen

made no .ntdtement on his® own authom i,y, but thr-.. he

above to- Loudon Lo the Jawi sh’ agen 'there, .

that the %tutenent i questlon Js mera ‘J ‘che repl*r of the Governm

Germuny to the inquiry of the Covarnrrent oi‘ Iz'elend whlch 15 vouched for

by nel’c.har Tirlbcoe nor the Irish (‘ovamnent

GRAY

PN

Lol -
DC/L; LoM: MLy, 1-19445

DECLASSIFIED. -
tato Dept. Letter, 1.17.75

% ' | By B. H, Parks DateQED . 1 7972 P
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CABLE ‘TO'HR. HUDDLE: AND UR. “GOLELLAND, BHLEGATION BERN, SHTTZERLAND; FROM
LEPARTMENY AND VAR REFUGEE BOARD R Ot S
Reference Department!s 192 of Jamusry 13, Irish Departnent of ' = v
External Affairs confirms that it inquired’ of German authorities. gop- . 0
vsraing the rugor thst Germuns intendsd to: 11_c4u1¢a§e'1'th§‘_:1:11;11_11;@3-'of:,gupg?*' ER
Oswlecim, Hows snd Birkensu, and that the Germans. replicd that the pumor % 7"
that 1t .is thelr intentlon to exterminate ths Jeus in fhese caups 18 pure -

Invention devold of &1l foundstion énd thab 4f the Canps _were 4o be.
abandoned their inmates would be evaduubed, A AT

Please request Swiss Political Department to: inform Germsn Uoverns
dnent net the abave reply of German authoritics to Jreland hag -been noted -
by the Government of the Uniteod Stateg, and t‘uatithia5Ganmz}ant;iiccordiné1y, o
oxpecta that Jowlsh and obker survivors of these and other concentration; - -
devention and labor camps in Germghy end Gerran-controlled tervitorywill
be kept alive by German suthorities., s et A ST

In view of the nearncss of Uswieclm and Birkenau to th
urgerbthat the ebove communication reach German: authorities
grestogl possible speed, R

THEIS T YRB-BARN- CABLE MO, BARS

i 22 ;
+ "January 85, 1945 :

Hodel, : Marks, ¥cCormack, s Fi
BAkzinzar “1/22/45

T

¥iss Chauncey (for the Secty) Ackern:;:n, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois,. Gaston, -
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416 January 20, 3 p. m.‘
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PARAPHRanw '#TEL'ARﬁMfSENT ,7j3;r“” '
FROM ¢ The Sec?et"rviof St LG _Washinvton:QI-Ji
"TOs - V‘J.‘he Aneric'n_ Fm’b SSJ, T\foscow '
DATED: Januaﬂy 22y 915 '

>
NUMBER ¢ 134+

— o

From the Departmbnt and -VWap efugee Board )

It 13 fearcd that, ;1"31ne with the e¢¢raco their

past cruelties, Germans w111 massaere chish and

an.cious o }1ea1° whethcr _0,000 o 80,000 Jévrs

I,odz a fe*: mon‘ths ago were iouna allve. . P1 easp 1nquire and

report tc Departmenu and WBB.

DECLASSIFIED
] Btate Dept: Letter, 1411 72 )

By R. H.Parks Date.sgp__ 1 19 f
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CABLE TO ANBASU:ADOR HARKIMAN, MOSCOW, FROM DEPARTMENT AND WAR RKFUGEE BOARD . -
URGERT

1. I% is fesred that, in line with the record of’ their’ poamt .
cruelties, Gérmans will massacre Jewish mnd other survivors in camps
Auschwite (Oswiecim) and Birkenwu near Kattowitz and other camps in
that ares prior te retreat. plense suggest to Soviet suthoritien the
urgency of addressing sultable warnings by radio and pamphlete to. " .o o
Germans in thoae localitless In view of neernese of foviet forces it 4g. . .
felt that such warnings hy them would be helpful wund effasetive, Pleise
algo raise with Soviet authorities the fensibility of their teking = = .
direet mensureo for the protection of the cemp inmatess . ..

2. As indication whether Germens vontinue their policy of exbermins =«
eting rexeindng Jews previous to retreat, WhB is anxious to hear whether = =
60,000 to 80,000 Jewe reported in Lods & few months sgo were found alive. .
Plense inguire and report to Departaent and WRB. - T

L

~January' 22, 1945

liss Chauncey (for the Sbé'y) Ackermann

? Alzin, Cohn, - Drury; “DuBois : Gastonr.
Hodel, larks, YeCormack, Pehle, Files :7 s y) ury, D s Gaston,

E

Bikzinsar 1/22//45 /&4 \;n/ -
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.DIVISION OF o

‘ It ~'L.NTRAL SERVICES
TEIEBRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION

Distribution gi‘ true a0 red J '25 . 19 5
reading only by sy, q ‘ Date qnuary s 4
t LATION ’ LA
arrangemen m\m()f’oss Rec'd 10 10 a.m. A
5

Secretary of State, A

S oy

525, January 25, noon. | \

FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLAND 7 {

Substance Department!’s 668, anuary 22,‘: was 7
delivered in an urgent note to Feder'al Poiltiéa; RREEDE g - ‘ Tl

Department on January 24.

RR

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-73°

" By B . Paske pute_SEP. 1 1972
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FROM:-

TO: American Lsgat;on,'Dublin
DATED: - Janunry 22y 1945,
KUNBER: - 5% o

“URGENT

~From Department and;'

‘the fronﬁ, it is urgentkcnat Lhe above commvn,cation re ch, 5
',German authoritlas with

4Lhe preatest possible speed.




-

CABLE TU AMLEGATION DUBLIN, IRELAND, FROM DEPARTMENT AND VAR REFUGEE- BOARD o

Shomg
Refarance your 9 of January 17, ‘ :
Please express to Irish aunthorities Lhis Go?erﬁment'é-uppmci,_e;ﬂ,én, '
of their Lueune indtictive in the zatber of threatened Jowish innates of
Geruan camps. : . . AR

In this conneation, Depexrtment and wih would -gréatiy éﬁp:éo}ﬁﬁp it
if Irish governuent could inform German Governmwent tlint vhe'xoply of -
Gernan suthorities to Iréland hap been noted by the Govermient of the ..

‘Unlted States, and thut this Sovernment abcordingly expects thet jewish

snd other mirvivors of these and other soncontration, detention and:labor
camps in Ueresny and Gersan-contyolled territory will be kept alive by :
Gerupan suthoritics. IEREE R e '

In view of the nearness of Oswieoinm and Birkensu. o' the front, it
16 urgent tha} the sbove communiestion reach German authorities with the ;
gresiest nossible zpesd. - R

danuary 22, ‘1945

Miss: Chauncey (for the Sec!y) - Ackermann,” Akzin, Cohn, Drury, 'DuBbis,‘ Gaston,
Hodel, Marks, HcCormack, ‘Pehle, Files i

BMkuiniar 2/




-
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PARAPHRASE OF TFIFGRAV RECEIVED /=

mom' American Legetion, Dublin —
TO% Secretsry of State, “aehington e - o ,,};7;  ;
DATED:  Jenuary 20, 1946 - " QL ﬂgPY
NUMBER: 129( ' BQ%YR ' u .

I have recelved a letier {his mopning from "alshe _ssylng that '

immedlately upon receipt of my letter he uired Irlsh Charge 1n

Berlin lnstructing him to make representatlons in the- niuhed for

gense, Refer to your cable of Jsnusry 22  nQ. 20 reserviced bnd

received on January 25 and paraphresed at once and de]ivered with‘ R

covering letter requeating apnropfiate actlon to External Affhkrs. B

I have thenked “slshe for his prompt action,,in/your name.

i

,43351

DC/L:VAG  \ 1/31/48

DECLASSIFIED ' /=i -
State Dept Letter, 1:11- 72 R

) I By R, H. Parks Data_SEL 1 1972







~poe sible that th
The. interest of the

the :Soviets :hag
.and ‘tha fact th
secret £or“the
,Eorelgn Off
‘anformation

}cénﬁfollédqterfitdr,

DC/L JT.0 :m
1—29—45

) Mlss Chauncey (for the Sec'y)-uckermann, Akz1n, Cohn,
| ' Gaston, Hodel, IMCormack, O'Dwyer, FlleS‘
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DEPARTMENT " INCOMING
OF

DIVISION OF :
ENTRAL SERVICES :
STATE TELEGRAM
DEPART) amw &0

i LEGRAPH cmo
EPARTIh: : NG
s 5‘:~;’0F - A ALORRE o/
DCG-1651 ' Dublln : . FRAN

LET !i5h Dated szruury 6 1945<7Z?»:

Hec!d b3 25 p.m.. 22;63&7

Secretary of State, Af”

Vlashington.,

o g g mp

I\hqu just rEcElVEd from ExtErnal Affairs (rEf rEncE

<j19 January 29, the following informat ;n.;HIris

in Berlin mede inquiry as 1nstructEd'and wns 1nformed that

inmates of the two camps in question hcd bce'

points in the 1nter10r. f”courss,_'

makes no suggestion as to truth or A, ‘V'“"of thls

reply.

GRAY
JMS

VVCharge j;zf%j ,

i
i
i
i
i

‘\
Ui
o
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l
'
'
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L
PARAPLIRAS 5 OF 0% L'GRAh
FROL': Arerican in bussy Hoseaoy ;vié tumy L
TO: Secrntary of St 2te, ashington™
DaTuD: F&bruary G, 1945
KNUMBuR: 342
The followlnﬂ message for the |

for the nepurtrent is transnitted.
In conneetion tierovith pleas

of Januury 22, FKo. 134,

There have appeured in the press of iugsla si

JULudrV 31 Lo the cflect t} ﬁt bhe 1uu1 &

velveen 15 and 30 tluuqunu at t1

were 1ncapable o3 worx and,invalio

sneelsl: furnaccb tuel ,«L

were it

15 killed those

and oeatlngs; Over - - oerlou oﬂ@bur vexra

Neople vore” uorbu rand xlllod-.vrtno uerméﬁ% in -the eenp.”
A speci&l article'bv 6'fr nt oorresnoncent ‘in. Osuie01m

mublished in DRAVDA Tor runrv 2 ucsor be; in’ con' able,

“gebn 11 the

' DECLASSIFIED
2 smmD@tLamnlllm

By B, I Parka Dm,SEL 1" 1972

i e




.

wnere they swuayed li‘;{ Adc.a\'s in: the m.nd

P

Cotall the arran-orents and oracnizution for uhe mass nurder'

of prisoners st this camp, The Sl?d of tno cemp gqrticulcrly"rrw
impressec the corresrondent. It is repox ted that local‘ AR
inkabitants relete that in 1941, 1942, &nd the early‘ part o:’.‘ ,’- o
1943 five o eight trouins loaded o canacity orrlved at’ t

s

cemp each day fron tlie oceupied arens “of Cze choslovafia: Poland,

the Jdoviet Union, Yugosiaviu and Prance. woial crews ran

b ot
v

ae trains iuto the eamp ané no trein was c‘ver seen uO retuz'n

with passensors on hoard. Followin: hldclOSUPG ot the socretu,

ol the I'nJéenek concentration camp neur Luolin;gurlng tho ;
yoar the Germans are remorted to have dismantled Hany of:their.

installations at Omvicelm and to heave mede un -effort to fface

tie traces of thelr crimes at this compé--Iniconolusion. the.

correspondéent stetes thats he Has seen ii!loi'zsands- oi‘ t‘ortx’u"éd""

irnabes of the camp who were saved ‘bv the cd ar *r's e id
o KA

ecvence, ‘Phey ard (“:esCrl?)ud "x)y—!'zim— a's bc,m neonlo »:_10 e;»a’e'

——

it is impossible to puess end as veling e}.havstcd to txo’ ;poinrtl»r Sk

to et ;11-0;)01'1'.1011 of,i;sxeas

s vivsrs were ‘Jews,

concernins Lz‘o nuber of Jc'i gur\rlnn::

in Lod z, an,mmrican; :

corressondent retlzrnin;z,ves’tercav i‘rbn a-visit- tlore: stutf :

hie was informed %




o

-3 o o
bopulatiom of 250,000 before the war. About 150 Gez;mcins R
remained behind in Lodz, he stated in eddition,

3y :

KEHNAN

™.

DC/ﬂ: Loz
2/8/45

5]

Ii
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Paraphrase of Telegram“aecel§ed.;; -

FROM: Amerioan Embsssy, London
TO1 Secretary of State, ﬁashinsﬁpnff
DATED: January 20, 1948
HUuBER: 716 X :
£ URGENT

czeoh Government and various Jewish groups have apnrosehed e
the Russlan Embagsy snd pointed out posaibility that Germans :

will make last minute effort to extermin&te everyrqne 1n the

camps at Bischwitz and Birken&u F=¥:3 the Russian armlea anproauh.

Alresdy they hsve requested the Rugslan Government to'reaoh

camps at esrliest moment »osaible 9nd ta endeavo to-

every svailsble meana to nrotect eersons;rrom slaugnter at{,

the lest minute by Germans. Russian tt'm'l:;ae.sy has promlsed to =

foruard such request to ﬁoscnw I am 1nfarmed. T&ersame,grogysﬂ =

- 1n epproaching me have inaistad I eommunlcat :hxiét$,t6’ihé‘*

N Hay Refugee Hoard and request th&t &ﬂtention of Soviet

authorities be dlrectea to matter in. c?ble toijscov.r Zn

vigwiof ‘the fret th&t the Rassiana hav'ilang be«a ayare or

the situation and awere of their request in the matter I have
IR S

advised them I Qoubted any ueetul nurnqee would be;éerved but

that their wishee would be eommunicetad to. you by me.
FROK ﬁiﬁN TO PEHLE,. EREEC g
WIRANT

% SLASS o
k3 p DECLASSIFIED
DG/L $ALC T MEM . Btate Dept Letter, 1:11-78 .-

1/21/46 _ By B, B Parks puta SER. 1 1972
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DA . INCOMING EN‘%E’A?_"QE’R?ITCES
0OPY:DG/Lth . L
STATE 7/ TELEGRAM : TELEGRAPH SECTION -
KEM-724 ' PLAIN

Bern. v

Dated- Octoberl

'53'194;; A
Reo‘d 4106 pam. : '

7 DﬂmﬁmﬁmTOanﬂE
Secretary of ‘S.tate, - 7 JF\N 2 4194

Wag{hingt on. MSI‘&@&)FW '

6818, Twelfth, - : e U

Berlin despatch, 11th, states orflcial olrcles

there declare reports eiroulated by Polish Government

at London that- Germans had carried out mass exe '

at Auschwitz and Birkenau ooncentration c,mpr were e
devold of any fOundation as were similar reports

circulated recently regarding Pruschkow camp.

HARRTSON

v







e

w o A P Qo_.?g,‘%@.u -

DEPA%;MENT INCOMING DlVlSION OF
.QF .. o CENTRAL SERVICE
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRA SA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE-
: D0 oF T

. 1945 FEB [0 o | 35
JMP-592 Bern
Distribution of true ..

reading enly b%jglﬁhltﬂéﬁg’%ea' FebruaryQ, 1945 g .;v_,{,;‘v {

arrangement.. CLINSON hoo'a moon.

TSecretary of :State

Washingtonr DONTRUL EOPY
— ~ 9{(1, February 9, noon SR FRRE e i -

A A e
/ WRB FROM MCCLELLAND

- note of January 24 from federal politioal department

Division of F‘oreign Interests.* "Pertinent plvtions'i

‘of the Legation note verbale oi‘ January ‘24 co cerning

the fate of Jews interned in oamps in ‘Uppe

were brought to attention of German Foreign O fi 'S on

J anuary 27 .

Swiss Legation at Berlin adde that according to in—-
iormation sﬂppl&ed by peréone. who had witnessed these '
from Auschwitz on foot under deplorable conditions.

It has not been possible to obtain further in—-

i‘ormationiconcerning this exodus,H
- DECLASSIFIE -
. Btate Dept, Letter, 1-11-78 "~ -Fact that

By B 5. Parka Date_GEP. 1 1972

End, “ ,f Swise answer. T




.

: VFa‘ét,;ﬂthaﬁ .}gjreatAev‘xf' ‘éai:t of

Auschwitz at- moment of Russi

on’ »forovt ‘hra.s,r be .

'Repqrts; (unconfirmed)

‘only 2 td;:SOQof souls @éfé’fb}";nd?finf:l&us L
of RuSBianoecupation_ ;- e
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S

———3

' liberated from the earrp. : Due. to suffering, overwork;

FROM: fherioan Embassy, Losoow via Wer iyzt:

TO: : Secretary of State, Wasning‘bon = —
DATED Fe)?ruary 9, ;91,,5 5.:0%_!‘ 3
NUMBER: 378 4 ﬁm,, i’

With relference to Depurtmentts’ messape No ~13h of

January 22 and Zmbassy's cable No. 238 of Januaryfzé the 7
followlng information was given the NEW YORK TIM"S Mosoow e

correspondent when he requeated the Polish Press Ag'enoy

recently for information which it had uith regard to the ’
Osmeein death camp which the Soviet Army has l’ecently 5  LA
11 oerat@d. N EERREE S

nationals amon{f the: approximately lp 000 Drisoners who we» e

- survivors were oxhausted, .ateps viere taken imr' diately by the'

7 snortaﬂe in Boland of necepsgry n‘oods. “Flour, Fats

and medlclnes comprised Lha sninments.

KENNAY - -
_DC/L:GPY: MEM
‘2/10/15
| ECLASSIFIED
g | Stateli)ept Letter; 1:11:73 .

By R EPuh Da!BS-EL- 1 1972
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. murd.vze LOU.I" million n ”"ans ot twenby-,

SL0F L OGRGG R

F01 ameriesn Zmbassy, Koscovivia >'.gr,my S

TO: Secratary of S te’cc, ¢aqning'ton

DaT B: February 17, 1945 ' BQNTRBL UPY
K
B 451 : U

‘e Lollowin~ is for ‘ar lefugsc Bourd's info
You ure ap-in roforred to ny r.ze:-ssé:"' Loy

¢, vith reco~. to conuitions =t (szicci

c.mm). he bolisk informal ien sq vvice'
from a iglish correspond nt '.'.-'?.ich suys bt

c¥:cwte prisocriers

froa the comp on- dnbruarj ez of"

unavle to wali at _1.,,at bire-
there . Jenuary 2L, Only i‘hé

Tomen, children snd old rien

of 511 '.uropesn nqtions'vm.z':}f i‘r‘;dl’ude’«

adultlon the e "‘:—‘._a bm'rwo

& natlonal 1 ies a‘c

the canp, se -ordin to ut“t;verm-,nt‘,s 01 prlsoner

..-8pac of rore than lilw squ'are mlometers Was coveron byu

the eunp .ond £ nunbe- Q~."I'~'=cvtor1 o5 reve th— m the zer4.
v B : A L e
Grsoline :nd synthetic rubber ° ctories as well s factori es of

th o) German

DECLASSIFIED Do
State Dept Letter, 1-11-72 -

By R. H. Parks Dato _SEP_ 11972
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the Gefan Farbon Industrie wers: among these. “No, wé?{ were paid
0 prison labor nnd nersons vlho bacane ethuste‘d wcre crc

mted.-_ :

There “ae ¢t up of Oswicel: m o*cperimcntal lqborﬁtory using
/

orisoners., Txperiments on ur'tifjcial in.emirvntion wex'r, oonducted

/ B
by two Gerran docteo rs, Schuman ong l’Ll“mho “t e '.h ’chese doctors

wors though with tre P2 'sons used for experis mtatlon the ner..‘or*s

were crerated,

A deserintion or svstens of torturd

ds¢a| on pri solers vas, -
then civen in $re TepoOrt.

Ariy found only 4,50¢ nrisoners An’ tilo B sczmshl

e Vel

. CRIp ~hie! ds 3 fou ::ilomt’c:r',s,rro;
rerort.  There woce 900 men, 260 old
fron arsaw followin:- the upm‘. sing

2l a total of 933 women, co'nnnsed the lemalc populatlon"at brﬂse

zinsii, 29Ywmdﬂm”(naJov; oneam .a4nmsmnmj“

29 Germans ond a8 Ttolidgs ?}pre arnong these. ’

DC/L: 0P 4.1
2.1giey
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WORLD ]EWISH CON GRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL . CONGRESO IUDIO MUNDIAL '
1334 BROADWAY e
NEW YORK, 23, N::Y:

LONDON . ‘- CABLESY Cmmnxss, wa Yon

85 New Cavendish St, W 1 . 9% 1945 Txugm-xous Clncu 6 <190(
a n Lo RN

GENEVA January s 18 .

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES

Corrientes 1979

JERUSALEM

Vaad Leumi P. 0. B, 471 In reply refer

MONTREAL to Nog: 300
1121 St. Cathierine St. W

MEXICO CITY War Refugee Board
Sonora 1744 Treasury Building
: Washington, D.C. -
Attention: Dr. Benjamin Akzin, R .Lfﬂiﬁ,,:inQ¢:

Dear Dr, Akzin:

We would be very grateful if you ould'glve
us your reaction to a cable we received gse
age from London, accoralng %o whioh the . (e1
authorlules say that the’ fUmor' hat- 1f is -their &
intention to exterminate: the Jews in Osw1ec1n and -
Birkenm camps is-a.pure invention and devoid of 811"
foundation, -According to the cable, it camps are to
be gbandoned inmates w111 be evucuated o

1 believe that this rumor is of the grea éf
imporsance ;800 T am-sure that you-will be ab1e - through
your: ohennels to 1nvPst1gate its: founddtions.;

As soon asil receive a’; fulle'

Teport reg@rdlng',f,'
the' above, I w1ll not 1811 to inforn A

g u bout it

Slnc,lely yo

KRG t1

e
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DlVlSlON OF
OF

DEI?ARTMENT 7 lNCOMlNG e :
" STATE : ; TELEGR AM o . " UENTRAL SERVICES

TELEGRAPH SECTION

ELP~-444
Distribution of trur

reading only by special
arrangement . b

Senretary of State

Hashington.,
L

744, Fsbru'\ryl..,, 1 p.m.
X : :

and - wi 11

1t appl—:ars bE tI"lnS_LEI’I'Ed progrE SlVEl]

other parts of uermqny as lfxbor.

nourishment

thr E E- h'\Vll’]“’

dltlon urz llD.blE to bE found ‘ns ‘G ,vyinfms,‘.

( R /xlllEd forces should bE dra\m t

£

mllitary authorltlzs and UN'{Rn anEw

gl

-BB, ‘Euc‘changE EEECLASS 0
M7 State Dept. Lotter, 11172

By R. H. Parkis DateSEP__ 1 1972 ‘
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-~ #744, February 2, § p.m. from ﬁzfni

.,3 /32;.

furtner rEportEd although parcals

BB exchang

peaching camp WETE propErly dEllVErEd to thEm numbE Ji:m"‘

was pitifully inadequate to needa ucoording;to ull

available informction this due to dEtErioratlon 1n lﬂnd

. trensport in Germany rather tha an. to un" w1thholding'ofwv~

packagEs, which 2are gEnErhlly dlStrlbutEd 1f they

actually reach o campe. iny L&VOTﬂblE actlon, accordlngly

which could DE tukan;bn basis; f Lsgntlon‘s 455 January

R
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: DEPARTMENT
OF
STATE

1945 'APR,:3,0"_ M 948
Y
SR CLIMISON
- m\u;;gmrxom
' BERN ,
16)?1, twenty-seventh, L
Pleaee request MeClelland deli.ve

E report on surv;v rs O_ S

' "Jewsg' Um\vuoh_,

- crzw i
(,Acting) =

G‘ru

URBSEIVs By
4/27/456 -

RH%




CABLE 0 AMERKCAN LROATION, W. mmmn. m m mexn M.Z

Please mtwmmm“mtowmw 37

Qual ¥ilson, Geneva, from Kurt Groswass of ¥arld Jewish ccmuu

QOTE  HEAD THAT TRAHSPORY OF 3,000 UZRCUOSLOVAK B
¥R OSWIROIM ANBIVRD IN ROSIOE, CAN YOU SKCUNE mom
ON SURVIVORS SSWIEOIM BIBKEMAY AND 1X8T 3,000 JK*S.

UNQOTE

THIS IS WRB BERY CABLE MO. 508

. % ~
4/"76’7 et H .7?%6,/45/5‘3‘

9145 2.~ v :
April 25, 1945 L 5

¥iss Chavncey (for-the Sec'y) Gohn, DuBois,
YcCormack, O'Dwyer, Files.

42|k




LONDON

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024.9C

JERUSALEM

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744

55 New Cavendish St, W 1

Vaad Leumi P. 0. B. 471

. o ‘ ?

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL + CONGRESO JUDIO- MUNDIAL.

1834 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, 23, N. Y..

In reply refer to: April 20, 1945
No, 395

Brig., Gen. William O'Dwyer, Executive Director

War Refugee Board

Treasury Building

Washington, D, C.

Dear General O!Dwyer:

May I ask you to be good enough to Have the rfbllowiﬁ'g':.
message transmitted through the facilities of the De-
partment of State: T

"To:  Gerhard Riegner, 37 Quai Wilgon, Geneva..
From: Kart Grossman .

% i e

B RSy p— .
Read that transport of 3,000 Czechoglovak Jews
from Oswiecim arrived in Xosice. (Can you se~ -
cure report on survivors Oswiecim Birkemau énd- -
list 3,000 Jews," : R

Thank you for giving this ma'ttepyour"krihglj ;at't're_h"l_‘,iéh,—l

Sincere'll:y jiouré, =

" CasLEs: Qoﬁchuss,.lll‘{sw :Yoéix',
‘Teversione:. Clncte. 6-1900°




