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VEG 5 .191t 

My dear Mr. Blooma 

Pursuant to our conversation of this morning, 

I am sending you herewith two cop~~s of the report 

on German extermination centers at-' Atl&chwit111 ~d 

Dirkenau, Which we1•e recently issued ey· the War 

Refugee Board. 

V<J~ tti4y yo\l!'s, 
~~-" - ~ ------ -- ---

fl.l1tne4) '· ...... ,. 
J. w. P9hl.e -

Executive. Director 

Honorable Sol Bloom, 
House o.f Representatives, 
House Office Building, 
Washington,_ D. c. -

Encloslll'es. 

FHod,.el1rd 12/5/44 
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NOV 20 19M .. 

My dear Mr. OanQon: . . . : _- · .. <; '. f 
. . ·(: . l 

.~~~~~---- --~--~-·--~. 

At the hearing held toda.y on the War Refugee 
Board appropriation, several members of the 
Deficiency Subcommittee of the House Committee 
on Appropriations expressed an interest in ob- .· 
taining copies of the War Refugee Board release 
on German extermination camps.-

A copy of this release is transmitted herew~th. 
It contains eye-witnesa accounts of events which 
took place at Auschwitz aild Birkef!.au in Sou~!l ... / 
western Poland. This-repQrt is being released to 
the public on Sunday, Novembex";2p-.~1944. 

/_,c 
Honorable Olarenoe Oannon, 

House of Representatives. 

Enclosure 

~WPehle:lhh 11-20-44 

Very .. ·truly yours, 

(Signed J •. w •. Pe.bJ.e 

J ~·· w. Pehle 
Executive Dlrector .• 

~ .· 
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FROM; MR. SHAEFFER'S OFFICE. 

TO: ..... ..; .................................. , __ , .. ,_. __ , _____ , .. ___ ;.., ............... . MISS HODEL 2410 

Another request for atrocity stories filled·by v. M. M.i 

Br. Benjamin Kautoh 
Room 231 
1775 Broadway 
New.York. N. l!. 

Senj; at requesti of Congress~ Caller 

~-



-
FROM: MR" SHAEFFER 1 S OFFICl!i 

T01 

Sinoe I have no more copies of the e.trooity report 
up here• will you please :have the girls send a copy 
~. . ·. 

"' 
RepresentatiVe Samuel Dioketein 
Room 1719.Hotise. Offioe Bui:ldllig 

This was a telephoned' request.· 

- - ~~ 
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FROM: MR. SHAEFFIDR•s OFFICE 

Cq~gressman Hadwen Fuller of if. Y. 6alled for 
the report. Also Dr, Frank s. Bernard who ±s 
going to use it i'or the basis of a· te.lk before 
the Medical Assn. 

.l 

.F 

- -~-·.:-



FROM: MR. SHAEFFER' S ()FFIOE ,; , . 

T01 ;~, P!HH£ ~? ]_~~·-·~ ··-·-·-·-·-·-,··-,.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·---·-·-··· . . :.~ t..f., /;. is 

Cimgressrnan Gamble of New York requested· tha:t 
2 copies oi' the atrocity reports 'by sent to orte 
oi' his constituents. He is Ali'red A~ Knopi'; the 
publisher. l'louldn•t it be nice i'.f 1!r• Ifuopi'"bit?"' 

·~:: ,- ' -. . .· . -, 

V. M. M. 

i;_' 
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NOV 201944 

My dear Mr. Johnson: 

At the hearing held tode,y on the War Refugee 
Board ·appropriation, several members of the .· . 
Deficiency Subcommittee of the HouQ~ Committe·e 
on Appropriations expressed an interest in ob­
taining copies of the War Refugee Board. release 
on German extermination oamps. 

A 'copy of this release is transmi t.ted 
herewith. It contains eye·wi tne13s accounts of .· ... 
events which took place at Auschwitz)lltdJ:Urkeriau 
in South,.;estern Poland. This report·ts being · 
released to the public on Sunday, November 26, 
19ll4. 

. . •.. J 
Honorable Jed Johnson, 

House of Representatives. 

Enclosure 

~ JWPEHLE: lhh '• 11-20-:44 

Very truly yours, 

&ued J. W • Pelile; 

· J. w~ Pehle"' 
Exeootive•Director 



NOV 201944 

My dear Mr. Ludlow: 

At the hearing held today on the War 
Refugee Board appropriation, several membern, 
of the Deficiency Subcomm1 ttee of the House · 
Committee on Appropriations expressed ari interest 
in obtaining copies of the War Refugee Board re-

, lease on German extermination camps. 

A copy of this release is tt\nsmttted~here-~-­
wi th. It contains eye-witness accounts of events 
which took place at Auschwitz andBirkehau in 
Southwestern Poland. This report is being re- _ 
leased to the public on Sunday, November·26;'19llll. 

j 
Honorable Louis Ludlow, 

Very truly yours, 

PUgned J. 11. 'Pelu.e 

J ~· w. Pehie .,. 
.·Executive Director~ 

House of Representatives. 

Enclosure 

~JWPehle:lhn 11-20~44 





EMMET O'NEAL. 
3D Din. KDfl'UCKY 

QCougrcss of tbt 'llnittb ~tatts 
~ouse of l\eprese~tatibes 

R11u1blngton, j&, €. 

November 21, 1944 

Honorable J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Retugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

It was very kind of you to send 

me a copy of the War Retugee Board rele~~~ 

on German extermination '<famps. ~I_131lllll--

read it with interest. 

Sincerely -yours, 

EO'N:W 

(\~~'~:)\ 
- - -
'~MM~ OH APPROPRIATIONS 

i 
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NOV 201944.· 

My dear Mr. 0 1Nea.l: 

At the hearing held today on the War '· 
Refugee Board appropriation, several members 
of the Deficiency Subcommittee Of the House 
Committee on Appropriations expressed an interest 
in obtaining copies of the War -Refugee. Board--- · · 
release on German extermination camps. · 

A copy of thiB release is transmitted here .. 
with. It contains eye-witness accounts of .. ·> _ ·­
events which took placeat.;,;Ausc_hwitz a,.nd-Birkenau 
in Southwestern Poland.-_. TH.is r'eportie being.· · 
released to the public on Sunday,·~_November 26, 
1944~ . 

Honorable Emmet o• Nea~.-

Houae of Repre~entatives. 

Enclosure 

_Very truly·youJ.'s; 

_ _ J •.. W. ·l~ehle 
Executive Director 

- . -·: - ~ . .(;." . 

~JWPehle:lhh 11-20-44 

---.;-·. 

-~-



NOV 201944 

My dear Mr. Rabaut: 

At the hearing held today on the War 
Refugee Board appropriation, several members 
of the Deficiency Subcommittee .of the House 
Oommi t tee on Appropriations exp reseed .•. ~· 
interest in obtaining copies of the War· 
Refugee Board release on Germrm extertninat,1on 
camps. ,. 

A copy of this re leas~. is t:ransmi tt~J'_ 
herewith. It contains eye..;wltness-acoounte 
of events which took place at Auschwitz and 
Birkenau in Southwestern Poland. This report 
is being·released to the public on Sunday~ 
November 26, 19~4. 

J 
Honorable Louis o. Rabaut, 

House of Representat'ives. 

Enclosure 

· ~ JWPehle!l'hh 11-20-lf.l.J. 

Very truly youre,.c 

(Signed .J,'w. :eehlo 

. i~ W. )Pehl e 
Executive Director .. 

~-

,_ . -~ . ·.; 



· .. •i#E 

\· 

} 

~-. 



'-4 

~ -.,_ --- .. -



.-

NOV 20 19~- -

My dear Mr. Snyder: 

At the hearing held today on the War Refugee 
Board appropriation, several members Of-. th_e ·. _ ·-· 
Deficiency Subcommittee of the-House Oommlttee 
on Appropriations expressed an· interest :ii'l _ ~­
obtaining copies of the War Refugee Board re-
l ease on German extermination camps. 

A copy of this release is transmitted,_ . .· ·· 
herewith. It contains eye""'w,itne.ss a.cc<:>unt_s, of·'"· 
events whioh took plaoe at Alischwitz a,nd Birkenau 
in Southwestern Poland. This report is being 
released to the public on Sunday, November2b, 
19ij4. . . -

./ '.i 
Honorable J. Buell Snyder, 

Very truly yours1 

.igned J. _w. Pellle 

.J .-•w. P~iiJe 
Exeouti ve Dtrecto-r -

. House of Representatives. 

Enclosure 

-~ 

\.._, ~WPeh!edhh 11-20-"4 
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--··:·.--~__.., _.,.,_~------·-.--,. .... ...,.. _______ - .-

November. -21'; T194lt. 

My dear Mr. Stefan: 

Transmitted herewfth.per ioi!r 
· request are two copiee of the l"~leaee en~itted .. 

"German Extermination Oamps ':.,. Auschwitz a;gq , 

Birkenau11 
•. You will notec}thatfthis~-report 

is for release Sunday. Nove~mber ;6~ 1944. 

;- -_ 
Honorable Karl Stefan: 

- . . 

Very truly YOU?fll. 

-(Signed J. i~ Pehie 

_ .J. W. Pehltt 
ExecutJ vedlireotor 

House of Representatives. 

Enclosure 

-~ · JWPehle: lhh 11-21-1+4 

. :_·· 
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.. vV 2 0 194'\ 

My dear Mr. Tabe~,: 

At the he~ring held today on the War 
Refugee Board appropriation, several members' 
of the Deficiency Subcommittee of the'House 
Oommi ttee on Appropria.tions expressed an .· 
intereat in obtaining copies of the War · .. 
Refugee Board release on German extermination 
camps. 

. A copy of this release· is trariamitted ... 
herewith. It contains eye-witness accounts-- -
of events which took place at Ausohwi tz and 
Birkenau in Southwestern Poland. This report 
is being released to the public on Sunday,· 
November 26, 191J.4. 

j, 

J 
Honorable John Taber, 

House of Representatives 

l~ncloeure 

~ JWPehle: lhh 11 ... 20;.:.44 

Very truly•yours, 

(Signed J m • . cv 
. •• • O Do,J?ehle •C. 

J. w. Pehl~ ·.·. ,. 
Exeout 1 ve~ Director 

·· .... 
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DEC4 II'. 

li(y dear Senators 

Receipt is acknowiedgod of your latter of 
December l, 1944, concerning a request you received 
from Mr. w. w. Nairn, Sr,, of Wheaton, Maryland, for 
a copy of the reports recently issuedby the Viar Refu­
gee Board on the German extermination camps at Auschwitz 
and Birkenau. · · 

Pursuant to your request, we have sent a copy,. 
direct to Mr. Nairn. An additional copy Ola. enclosed '· 
herewith for your 1nfollllll8.tion. 

Very l~Uly·your~, .. ·· 

Qti~gueOJ J_~ _¥t:i-:~!6h)~•;: 
J. W •. Pehle 

Executive Director 

Honorable U!.llard E, Tydings, 
United States Senate, 

·,Washington, D. c. 

Enclosure., 

F'Hihd 12)2/ 44 



/:');/ M~D E. TYDINGS, MD., CHAJRM~ \ 
~HA YD EH, /.RIZ:. ARTHUR H. VAHDENllERO, N.b . .. 

CHAMP Cl.ARK, MO, JOHN Ao DANAHER, CONN. 
__ ;;· "·REYNOLDS, N. C. WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT, 

T. BONE, WASH. ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO 
K. WHEELER, MONT, OWEN BREWSTER, MAINE 

''-·· O. OERlt't, R. I. HUGH BUTLER, NEBR, 
/-.~'.-~18 CHAVEZ, ff, MEX. CHARLES W. TOBEY, H. H1 

~ ,~UJ~~:; LA. COMMITTEE oN 
TEfiRITORIES AND_ INSULAR A-FFAiRS ,{ ." :_jf MISS CORINNE BARGER, CLERK : - .· ' 

r. :, '?. 

Mr. John w. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

December 11 1944. 

I/have received a request from 
Mr. w~ w. ,Nairn, sr., Wheaton, Silver Spring·. 
Post Of'fiOe, Maryland, for a copy oi' a document 
on Ge:r-man atrocities in internment cemps. · 

' -- -. .- :-_: 

If' your office sh6u1a>have any 
information on this subj(;'lot, I s,hall greatly -
appreciate 'your sending such- avEdl.able material 
direct to Mr~ Nairn:, · - 'ili·c- - i;, _..:__~---·~-:- -

-~~;{, 

Thankfog you for your cooper'a:tirin in 
thi·s matte:r::•, and with best Wishes, I am 

Siric~~ 

.,t; 

i . 

' 
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PUBLl~UMENT ~ , 
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HON. FRANCIS E. WALTER 
ROO!,f JL,9, OID HOIJSE OFFICE BLDG. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

M.C. 
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NOV 20 19114 

. My dear Mr. W~9drum: 

At the hearing held today on. the War " · · 
Refugee Board appropriation, several members 
of the Deficiency Suboommittee of the House 
Oommittee on Appropriations expreesed·an intereet­
in obtaining copies of the War Refugee Board 
release on German extermination camps.·. 

A copy of this release 1e tra.nsmi tted ·.. .. ·. 
herewith. It contains eye-wi tnea·s aCQOll_f!tfil of;~·­
events which took place at Auschwitz and Birkenau 
in Southwestern Poland •. · This report is being · 
released to the public on Sunday, November 26, 
191.!.4. 

Very truly yourff, 

(Signed J. w. :l'ehle 

J. W. Pehle 0 

F;xecut_i ve Director. 

} 
Honorable Olifton A. Woodrum, 

House of Representatives. 

Enclosure 

~JWPehle:lhh 

-; 
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NOV 20.1944 

My dear Ml'.. Wigglesworth: 

_ At the hearing held today on the War 
Refugee Board appropriation, several me~bere 
of the Deficienoy Subcommittee of the House 
Oorami t tee on Appropriations expressed ar'l 
intere~t in obtaining oopiee of the War Refµgee 
Board release on German_ extermination· camps~'. 

A copy of thie ·release "is tranemi tted ·:. . 
herewith. It contains eye.-wttrietteac_oounts 
of events which took.place a.t Ausch~itz and 
Birkenau in Southwestern Poland. ·This report 
is being released to the public on Sunday, 
Hovember 26, 19lf~. . · ·. 

Very truly Y.<>tirs, 

J ~ · W/ Pehle · 
Exeol!tl.ve D~ teqt or 

j 
Honorable Richard B. Wigglesworth, 

House of Representatives_. 

gnolosure 

~.· 

I~ JwPehle: lh~ 11-20-44 
l 



RICHARD B. WIGGLESWORTH 
13TH DIST. MASSACHUSETTS 

\I'" 

QCongrt.5.5 of tbt llniteb ~tates 
)!>oust of l\tprtstntatibts 

fBasblngtnn, 18. <I!:. 

- ' 
COMMlriE£ ON-· 

APPROPRIATIONS 

November 2_1, t$44. · 

Mr. J. w. Pehle, 
Executive Director, 
War RefUgee Board, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Macy thanks for your let_ter of the.-

twentieth and for the enclosure whiClJ:-I- ~g_i~_ii t;o __ hav1r· 

at hand. 

;__- _______ _ 
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.•. ~· "cbNGRESSioN'it;RECORti•>:APJ;i 
· ~ ~- CM10n ··Ot- that )a~_- a~11 oi:de~.:~~~~ -_war:- ~~.(:l!A.~~~·-~;-~ =~·,:~~,,,~~<~! ~--~;~ >.:...: .. :~> ---:·~: . 

(lrlm~s'.Co~lsslon.sho~l~,lm:~la,tely·ma~~- ~--.-0.~· 
.-.~- P!onOuncem~nts _:wt~hout;.f:\DY. :':1fs." .. ,'!~.-n~s.'~~, .:: ,-

.:~~~l,~~lt~~~ }=~~~~i!rpl~~l:r·:~:~? :'-_,-
-_ -,.,. tat19n:u~- the C~untl~~-s ~o~es-?t plllllol}s.· 

-·;._.; 

-"'-"...-. ........... -"-'- <·: •,:: 

C· QO.N. QOMERD.ANGELI/~·. ·. -
EX'.tENsroN ol!> 1tmAiK8' -:· _-. . O:v-

: oP:·oB.EOoN ,:' 
.· m Tim·nou~~,~P i!!SP~EN:tAn\ifS · 

,.Mondav;wo~eml;er 27, 1941· · - . 
. . .. · Mr. AN-aELt.LM:r: Sli~~lier~ Mrs. For'~ 
·· rest"Ffsher; or; my district, is· doing:, a 

~-~ot_e,~Ortl1jr_·~e~·Vic~ .f~r _Qur :~~-~~s ~yer;·: 
.. se_as:and thelr.relatlves1at home;. Some; 
· 300 famUies.of;th!s outi;tand!ng.'organl_. 
zatioli\of OUNervl.ce forces, thfouglf the. 
work of Mrs. Fisher,' Will 'receive copies bf · 
i:oo · pictures ··showing ·south ·Sea· war·: 

/~ ~Cene~. _-.-~rs, FIShet~· S~n,: ~WIS Fish~f. 
· Is a member of the seabees and Is In the, 

sciutli Pacitlo. · I lliclitde as··a part or my . 
l'einarks'an article appearing ln·the Ore-· 
.!lonlan of:November 22;·1944,:descrlblng 
. the: noteworthy· effort· 'Mrs.,· Fishe~"·ls 
niaklng,:. The :article follows: : :;.': 

-~~~~ .:~~--~bOY=~~?~~~~~--Q~;~~.~ I 

~~:-:The i~mute~ ol :io-o erribatt1elf-13eab;~s-a~e-J 
: -~~~s fi~o~~e~:~~--~:~r1::a:~:~J~;~~~j:~~'. 
_ genillty_Of m0lnbers of ~JIB Navy ~~~_trl(ct!oii · 
~~a~tal_l~n. n_ow· tn ~the Ph1Upplries,_ ~rid __ the 

hard -work-'or- the ·mother-_of: o~~' _Of_ them, 
· ·Mrs. - Forl~st-Fls~~f;-267~-- -~o~~P.w~t:·M<?~~-

g6mery D~~YC. · __ ·.> t_-·-~-:-;_ ... -;3~, -'.'> /~- -:--~: :t::· _ .. _ 

_ --~f~:t;eii:~~~~f~:iri~~~~t· :;r:~;~:i~~:e~-:,_ ~ 
·Zon}~ fighting fr~~tf.-:...~ill ·!>e'-~ n_eat_:Pa~~ag~~-~ 
- co_nta1n1ng 100-ptctur~ _of the so).it~wes~ PR;- : 
· clflc:- ·Islands, . InclucllJ?g. _ G~d~lcan-al;J :1:3ou~ .- ; 
galnvU~e. ·New-CaledCJ:nl~j· ~e~~·c;J~~nea. _a~d~,~ 
th~,-PliWppln~s. '.fsl8nc1s~~9r ~l~?ly ·fqµgh~- -

···~:::.:::k~Fi?w~~rg··P.~•~k:· 
ingly ~e~bled_ for _~alll;ng-by, l'4rs.-·Pf$eT,-I 

_ Wn1 go . a smiill)iooklet, .C!l-Hed -~ ~o_u~~ng ~i1re--.: 
_ Pac~c- With the se-abees-of'_tµe:..~B.Vy. -.It .. 

. -~~trppnta_lµ-_a _brI~r descrtptto~ '9t ~h_e-sCen~ '.-

. ,,~~1~~:.~~~~~f;~~;Js:;~~·~~~~~~j 
: -·But. real _~-'l].~l_'o'!. of ~h·e ... c.1:1r1Bt~as--pre~~t , 

. -~~~~wJ&;~~~~~~s~-~!;~~e~~~~~tih~~i:~ e;~-.:_;, 
ringing ,l:B Mrs.:Fisher,-mo_the~ .or·_~hlet Petty;!' 

· (>mcer ,~wls B,- FI.eher;-now. se~.lng __ with .th~ _ 
Navy COnstructlon Battallon. · _-, .;· · ·:-. - · 
. xmBn THC?trBA~· PB~ ·~~~;m,- ;.~: 

.·_Her· Jo.~~·;wliich_'P_ro.b_ab~j.-:W0~1d-::-~c~re0 ' 
~~~- ~~l~ -BWl'loY71B t.q;·_ ~Ser4~Ie-)~e ·~!)~.-; 
mi;-ps !or_,each· 1amµy·1n~:~~-n~~:,_p~c~~-; 
for· d_ellvery_"by .t_!ll.8· ~Iday •. _.-·I~:(°'~~y;_-m:aµ·~- -
arithin~ttc, a~o_ _ tl}nes. ~oo_. ~h'oto. prlnts::JiJ 

.·80,000 ·prln~now., spread. :ou~.-~over .-tabJes,' 
s~~lves, beds .• jlnd bureaus ~t;(~er ¥0:ntgom .. 
ery.Drlve ho~~··_· ~i Fishe~; vo~Uhtarily do-
1µg·.;~h~ dlffl~t· tasJt.:at: ~e .. r~uest·-_of:hCr 
son; A<Jmits that she Joves.'lt;tOugh' as Jt 1a; 
·- Tµe ~~mass d!St~lbut~o.n·~.Olir~p~esellt 

-~~/~th~t:r~1~~~~:~ ~~::~~~~~Jl::;· 
1"1:><i.has ~D. on duty'lri tho Pac!Mtor tlio 

{'. 



-r > ·.·.~~ .. ··. ·. · ,., :·~1~Ei0'.~,, ·· ,.;,·~':' ,."··' 

.. ·.:15~ ... ~ ~c~~ .· ,,~i~~~~*k~i~i[~~~~i£!Wl~ic.g~:., ·~ 

'.. No'.lill:~an·er~~ _ _ the 
: the War Refugee :e_o&!'_d· _?!i!le~d -
--w1thctut ·a·~11:Si')jf Sh~~~ fl~4,~.sJia 
. report pi'C~nts,eyCW~~~ aci~~~ 

= :S2;!~ ~;~~~~~tM~it1:e~~~~~.~t·~\~;?· 
'vo~tlrii 8nd di~boJlpnl ~~·~i:ie'OerJ:ri.~D: .~tiC?Qt~? 

:~ 

l-



:-

,, .. 

-~· 

i 
i 
I 

f 
! 

l 
l 

f 

-----L 



BLOOM ll'rGDALE' s 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

.. "• John Vi, Pehle 
~~ecutive Jirector 
·:.e.l' P.ef1w:ee '3oE•rd 
?r<c11cury Building 
.asJ-.ine:ton :'.C', J. C. 

i:ec-:r John: 

!Jove;~ber 00 ,..,..-.. , 1944 

I should be inter0sted in your ooinion 
reg<:rcling the attached, 

I ·~ill be glad to talk with tffe lle1;1<_J'."9~k­
':.'imes peor:.le on this point if you_,feel 
thE•t it is desirable f,nd justified. 

Cordially yours 

ia.'1 : ret I. 1 •• Hl:rschrnann 

t 
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of.merican Zion'4t. Cmergencg Council 
. . 

34l MADISQNAVENUE -
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS N E W Y 0 R K 1 7; N. Y. 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America M -~.,~ ~ -~ y ·. H. i I j · -2 :~ ~ I 6 0 
Miuaehi Organization of America 
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November 28, 1944 

Mr. Ira Hirschmann 
Bloomingdale Bros., Inc. 
Lexington Ave. at 59th Street 
New Y0 rk, New York- -

Dear Mr. Hirschmann: 

Y011 will probably have noticed in ·the New York Times . 
report (November 26th) of._t}ie annoulU:e100nt-by_the War Refugee_; ... 
Board of the horrors perpetl-atecl~by1tthe :m~zis in l'()J.and,- tnat 
considerable prominence WllS. gi van in.' the ,llody of the report· 
to a statement by l'eter Bergson on behalf 'ofi''the''Hebrew Com­
mittee' for National Libe~ation"_• I enclose a'copy of. the· 
report in case it has escaped your attention. 

The prominence thus accorded Mr•. Bergson•·s statement, 
particula.rly in that context, is,to_ say the l~ast,a. little 
surprising and I am wondering whether you would no,t feel it 
worthwhile to draw the attention Of SOrile respOilSible person· 
on the Times to the importance thus attaChed to ]lergson• 1f 
comni ttee by linking its statement w:l.th the alinouD.cement<o:t. 
the war Refugee Board. - One ,feels that the Times"ought to kllow 

~-,better" and that if the fault -is that of their Washington cor­
respondent, it is time'that he were enlightened on t:he true 
facts with regard to the "Heb.raw' Comiiiittee fOr .. Naticinal Libera­
tion". 

AL:CK 
Enc. 

Sincerely yollrs -~ 

iU~· 
Arthur Lourie 



1~~4~t~~!~~~~,jl 
I •. WASHING'.l'QN;.: Nov, /25'7-In ttoh;·Ji.Utabbea(lng;i, '•fu<VS:t!<lil, 
f the first detailed repoft by Ii. Unit· sb,ootlng, ·etri'.j: a~o ~re;re~9u11te.4~; 
1 ed.'St.ates GovernfC\ent·Agency.:of~ . "WI•:& fa~t.bey~nd <ltjljal tl)]!.t 

I f.e.rlng ... e)'"W .. 1.tn·e.s.• .. pr. oof. ··ilf·rit· alls· ... the·G··· eriria ... n .. • h .... °':V·.·. ~e.1,l·b.·e .. ·r·· .... te .. l .. y an .• :. d. murder ·by the Germans; the.·W!lr systemat)cally •riturder<!d :-mlllloris 
Refugee Boar1Cmade pllbllc tod~y of. • ihnoc .. nt , c1v1iie,n.:.:..rewi · ~<I 

I ~~~~~~~·.~:no:teaf~~r~~~a~~~ ii:':1;~r~~~~,1011~ui:~~P!·" 
i Oswtecim ·. [AuschwttzL Inc i!oµth- · :; '"rlii.s_ :· •a.tnpat111. ·,of •;t~rr.or •.and 
' western Poland thatJrans~end'th, brutality; Which Iii .\lnprecl!dei\ted 

·1'· ~~r;:~ou~~.W~~~b):·~~~t ~1;\~~~t~:~tr1t.~~#~'.~l'~: 
While at Lllblln 1,500,000 per, (}er111an plaii-lP'•ilbjugate the free 

# sons· were' said. to have been• ki\led pe~plel ot'.the .wofid,'' itja'dilei!.' i': 
n 1n \h••• ye..ra, 1;5oo.~o~ t<i 1/1~~;~ . · ·:so 111tolt!n!i'·.~tid · il.1al;oiica1 a<~ 
~f OOO·perso~S-!/ere·_mµr,dere~--~~·_:W.~ ~he_--__ G~i:~~- · a~r~#-U~s, ·.t~~t: 1'.h~ 
n torture · chamliers : of Birkenjm )nlndli,: .of c!villzed · ·people··f!nd It 
fi from Aprn, ~~42, .to April, I9H, dlftl~ult'. fo lieitevo' tha(tbey h!\ve 
~ ~ccotdlng.;: ~~-:--:-~e~e· G:'?"~l'l1P1~Il~~. ac~Qal~Y::~~~o_~~ Pl~c~'.~.",·~~,:1?~~~ 
·;verified reporto:.cMany iho\ls~i11!Jl, stated; "But:uieiGovernmenu·,ot 
}j of ,other. iieaths.)y pht!ilol lnjec- .tlie 'Un!Jed $late•' and' i>f. otiier 

. . . . . . . ~-- : .. _·. <fo~{tje1 .. Ji~V:e";: eyt~~~~~='.'.·,whl<'.hf"'--'----';.,.t;;<'-'_.,e._:_;_c_"""ce_:.:.::._' 
~.00w•om"•'•'~.·-·,·,•,,•,•,•dthMe'.s'.','oo"k11 !.e~!!!",,,;.,~~di,•,•. . . , ~ -· _. -·.:-·-.-., -. ,; ; ·. , ... \, . ,_ - • : <lontlnu~ on '.Pale u, ·co1umn~1• 

1 
::,.i;. j V'' ·11 

' !IJ• $ \ 
,, 
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1Jt~:.}liOAR1l·skRl!s:f& 
~;:~lTll ' . .,,.:'~JT./\lpS 

: peJ.1_i~~8 ~ ~e-~~-~a~p~_!·}~~~s.~-~7. _ 
. Ing the. reports pu)>llc in: tl)e _nrm, · 

1•t.f& !~ _two: young.· ~lov~~.-Jew,s1 w~~- es· 
~i ·caped)ast . .A.prll.7'-belng .tlie; on!~. 
~ JeWs ta· :liave es~aped· frQ~_ Blr-­
f; keitau-'4.nd 1a 'non·:t:•wi•ll·:·l'oJlsh 
': major...,-tlle. only_•su~vor of ,sixty 
;:~ Poles~. moyed ; to .~.~Jrken~u:, fl'.om_ 
~ .. Lublln--7Peter H.- Bei::gson1 - c~~l~"'"· 
L ffianoo~ th~·Heprew-~mmi~~e~ ~~r 
f. National Liberation, announced l\t 
~~ 8. IlewS cotiference -that·\the_ Unit-: 
t ~d Nations War' Crhpes comm!•: 
~"= sioil hB.d 11r_efueed to. tak~}nto _con• 
... •lderatlon . any· acts :··.c~nun.ltted 

ag~inat:'P~rsqns_·o~e~--~al}i~~t~_o~,~­
als of the United: Nations.·· . . . ' 

-German atro-~lties ~ga~rist _J.ews 
ahd others.:Of · na~ioJ.lal~tl~s J!lcluc;l .. 
ed in the German. !!IPhere_ ~-
eiiCe -have ·.riot beeiFiecO~ 
'tCh cc;>inm\sslon1· M_r, -B~rgS 
·c._~e _ ildded: that ·:-hts ;·c9~~-. e~ 
was recommending _thii ;tollo\Vlng 
\lctlon to the Unlted-NatlOJ)S .coll~ -
cerried::_--"--_:·· ~'-·· ~--- ,:·-~·-· ·,-:·/~~-··.' :· :_-
.' . "1• TliaUhey 1iisue a joint decla, 
i-at."ton. prgclai~µlg. ~ that-:·~ __ tj~.1~~-~ 7-
committed againat:~·HePr~yYlf ._~.m · 
Eui-Ope, · itrespectiV~_-o( ~the.J~~h 
tory. ~~ · WhiCh: the· crime· ~~(~ow~- _ 
Jn!tted :cir the citizenship;- or l_aclt 
of citizenship ·of. th.;-yictlm a~-the_. 
t~e ·of ~E!~thi-be ;5Jonsi~e_i:_~d-;_a!l_~-.B:· 
,Wa~-~rJrii~·an_!l:Pll!li~lt~~ ·.a~r ~u~:Q?>~­
:-~j'.2;'o.Tbat:the.<;.;oyemmen~ c,t-.t~tt 
uPtted--Nations,_~o~ce111ed:_m~rUc~ 
.~4:!()·~prE!~e.l?-~ti~e~_·;-~n, :t.4~--~'X~~ \ 
:fil1r.tit~~~~~;~~119~~:~~~,~~-!~ t~ 
~~~~.~~;t~i;·e~f:~~!li~:s·:;~t_,d~, :~ 
;H~l>~~yi: peOple- be giv_eri ~)J1~nibef-'i 1? 
ship .:<?!l . .t~~ -W8:r:Crlm.eS_. Cohl~is~.t -
slon and that temporarily,-_.tintil'E 
SUc1i tiriie as_:a,' ~~brew ~Ilati~Ila1~· 
'sOv~-rei~ty .-be ·re:establi~li.ed; ·the:~\ 

.~~be~~tlci;~:em!~i:or~~~d ~~~~ri~!t 

- --~ -i 

SJitute _tl).e ·,11eb~~V-r. 0i:ePI-eseritatiOn, 
On- the )\~.a~. Crl,mef!. primmissio·n~~ 
~.SoJow .did tt1e;value ,of.hum~fit 
life sink In the death' famps .and• 
so frightful was the; ·~erioi aJI<!! 
tr~g~.dy, t11;e· do~u~e.nt in,dicB.t~~, 

: that.s~m.e·.of.the,pi;ls~ers t~e,d -- .. -:. ··.-,;.:--•: ·:. '· · .. ·' -.·. 
m1;1~~erers -~n.d ._.In. fo~. ~r.~,_--hoping I. tc __ :vf~ ... no·t··.~.co_ .. mm __ "'. __ C?_.n .. ·.;to ... -s~~-o.~e._f1 
for so~e slight favor-:- re.nde~ed them. kill- another;.: This was· col!"\ 
their Na:zi slai(e•masters:_t9,~B!:?,Ei.P~ ·a1deJ.·id~6'"Yitli6 Others a.- - -. -- . --"..-.• 

~~. e~e*:1~~;;;~1~1~~ · ~0.11:·:,~~~.~- -~~~~~~~p~e,;si~~~-
: ··,The· ~olish JllRjm; ·escape:d: .~fi(ifn:- ~~~-~f~~. S!J·~~:~o. 
Oswie~1m, where more tban)1~59!);; :v . .t'O~~~~~-~a 
Oo~.- pe~sons- .w·ere ~yst~~-~t1C~.11Y 11::i' · ' ' - · '" 
i;nur~ered. !l_r· .. __ tort~red ·---to_•.:d~1:1-t!1 Cte· 
after It was turned tnt0:a11 tix~ou, · · .... 
l:l~_n p_amp som~-~~m~ in-:~94:1 •. \>.~:;_·- f!-_:;~8.'f..f 
.. The name .sof those tell!ng ·the [Ehfe] 
stories,· their present whereabOiits iner~ly., J:it~~--bS:ie ~alidS, · 
and the ~ircumstances underwh_lpJ:l Victim/'-:·t;~{t.;.::'-'.:. :" !.'-,, _ .. , 

~ ~hey_ came to_ the !>oard'.s a~te1_1tlon , _ oaWi~C-iri\~.::~w~ the adnlliitSlffi., 
were not disclosed. Com_menting · · · ·, ·· --·~· ·.-·: ' - ... --?" ~-,~ 
upon_ the ac~uracy" Q~ th'i\lt" _stoi:Ies, ~lye-. -~-eadq~arter.s · 8;n~. _,~~ep_t~p~ 
~QY.;:~Y~.r, tl;l~ boa_rd_'assert~i·::.::·~- : .. c,~.te~.f~r Ptj.~?n~~~.--~-~~µ;.g_ ~ ~~~ 
. ' 'The decl~r~tfons tally with: ._al! camp~. "·:fl~~- theY'. r~celye_C! '.~_µ~· 
_the trustworthy'. )'et .fragmentary bers ~orresp~_ndlng to the 'nuntbe.r 
,reports hitherto. receiV'~d, _an~. the -?( prll'.l~~~rs _actually i~:~e· .C~p, 
dates _given wfth.!egard to, traris- which,'. the eyewitness said, at the 
ports to vadoua 0amps agree· with time ·pf ·their escape had· risen- to 
the offlola\ r.ecords • .-'J:'.hese state· 180,000, · •. c 
men ts: ca.n, ··th'ei-Cfoi-e,_ be _ -~nBfd~ ' 
ered entirely credible.'' . , ...... - ·;-' 

How cheaply the prisoners them· 
~elves. came to regatd 'bunjarl _life 
»:a• reflected in the ·account by· tlie 
tWo. Jews of. a. "apect~l_ s"quad" · ot 
2011 other. Slovak Jews who were 
employ~d . In· gassing_-and bilml!lg 
th~.,<;:oridemned:at .Birkenau ·before 
~ey themeetves,We~_'~lmil~rJy.~:­
ecute~ aft.er-,planning .a mutlny1 
and e~cap~; ,· ·,. _.: :-- .:::-.: ···" :) 

· "Th.e men: be.l~nging; ttJ. tJie_.~spe~-1 
cial __ .,quad', Itve4 ~eJl~ra:tely,~~ ~~e·_O(l 
µte eyewltJ:!esses ~B:fd,.._ ;,On e,~count] 

~e!!'.epe~;1~d~~~ ~~{\11 spread ._by l 

~~~~z~e·~~i7·~~~ ;, aiw~;~ 
filthy,· de1titu.te/lil!lf·'Wfld \llld~ei<l 
traordlnarlly'. ~rubil ·and ?u.thl~jjl;, 

,_j 
l 



BLOOMINGDALE' S 
NE'\\Y YORl{ 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

Mr. John w. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear John: 

November 27, 1944. 

That report that you manageg. to have ·-:. ... · .~· 
released, I understand over'._,the ~dead. "'"#:"--r,-;_-k; ., 
bodies" of some of your 11 colleagueel'-1<; C.Q J'fo.JYJI ..._,.,,-. 
is a powerful piece of propaganda. Even 
the New York Sunday News, Patterson's -
paper, which is not noted for its sympa-
thetic interest towards the problems to 
which you have devoted yourself in the 
last year, ran it in full. I believe 
it made a deep impression. 

Without knowing under what circumstances 
the story was released, but having been -, 
around a bit in the last few years, I am 

·-~ of the impression that you and you alone . 
could have pushed a story_ like that through. 
The people of this col.lnt.tjr deserve _to be 
informed and to know the truth, especially 
where human life and the principles in"".' 
valved in their security and freedom are 
concerned, and what you have done by making 
a sharp instrument of the War Refugee Board 
rather than a piece of blunt opportunism 
is something that should not be forgotten -­
and I think will not be lost on the con­
sciences of the American people. 
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The War Refugee Board it seems oame in 
for rather a good proportion of-Page One 
of the Herald Tribune yesterday. I made 
an informal talk at a Convention which 
seemed so important to me that I almost 
forgot to be there, and I found the report 

,- of it on Page One. The interesting part_ 
of my story coming under your great blast 
I think is unique in ~furnaliam. 

But this letter was designed to take my 
hat off to you again, and here it goes. 

Cordially yours, 

iah.em 

·.-: ,_. 



Novembe~ '2ff, 19~··· 

Dear Ira, · 

Thank you for your letter' about our e..trooity · · ... 
r.tory which is1 getting a big play. in the p:re11 through•.· 
out the country. We did run ir\to some opposition on 
this roport al though not from. the State Dep(l.rtme.nt. · · 
as far aa I can tell. I wUJ;give you the story. on 
it when I see you next. Howeve7,'., ·. 11unfortune.telylfc_ 
the opposition didn't develop until the etory -had 
been rel eaaecl to the prees tor publication a week . 
later, so nothing could be dQne to stop i,t. · 

I hope the story-doe_~,J:Jo111e goQ<i. 'J.'o~··ae, it >· 
is convincing in a way in w)lto~rothe:r·r~ipo:rts ~ve 
not been. As you know U is not ea.ey to belhve that 
suoh things take place but after reading these •. 
accounts one cannot refute the conclusion that .8'1oh 
tninge do ha.ppe{l __ ~nd .are happening. ·· · 

Wl th personal regal'ds •. 

Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann: 
Vice President, 
Bloomingdale's, 
New York, Nev York. 

~wP:lhh' 11-28-~ 

J •. w. Pehle 

' J::- ,_ 

- ;,{ 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINGTON 

Mr. J. B. Friedman 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. o. 

Dear Mr. Friedman1 

4 December 1944 

Thank you for the dra.:f'ti~~p_ly po Mr. S.<J_huet1rif1s 
letter to Secretary Stimson. :·r thollgh~cci~-wali a 
very good job. 

Sincere1Y, 

JO~ 
Assistant Secretary.of War 

-;r 

'-~ 
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DEC 2 1944 

•ro1 Mr • .lloOloy 

FUOMt / Mr. Friedman 

Pursu!lllt to your request of yeetorday, I eend you 
herewith a l!Uggeeted drai't of reply whioh you may wish 1;o 
use in answering the letter received by Secretary Stimson 
from Mr. Omrald F. Schuette under date qf'.Nor~b~~!i, ···· · 
1944. Mr. ~ohuette 1 s letter is returned herew1~~. 

Attachments. 

'/ '/ 

FH1hd 12/2/44 

--: --·-o' 

,. 
_y,. 



Dear Mr. Schuette1 

Reference is made to your letter of November 28, 1944, in 
which you inquire about a report recently issued by the War Refugee 
Board and entitled "German Exterminati<m Campa - Auechilitz and 
Birkenau." 

I understand fully your skepticism concerning ·atrocity stories 
which undoubtedly arises from the fact that during and after the First 
World War some of the stories which were published were later proved · 
without foundation. It is precisely because ·or this regrettable ex~ 
perience in the past that all of us have been reluctant to believe the 
stories of incredible German brutality\m_ich have come tolight in t!i_e __ 
lest few years. I regret to state, however, that the evidence support~ 
ing·these accounts is all too abundant. 

The decision that the report referred to in yolir letter is 
authentic is based upon the opinion o:ftrlisted ahd.traihedofficiala 
of the War Refugee Board, both her(!,c and overseas, ll!Jd uponlhe con:.. -
eidered judgment of experts in rei'Ugee ill)'d-relateamattere in·neutr&l. 
countries. The report contains only material about whi.ch there is no 
uncertainty either in. the minds of the narrators or among the many 
qualified people who exlimined them in person. The report 'WRB also 
checked against other unpublished material, on the same subject and 
against the testimony of other eye-witnesses of similar or related in­
cidents. 

I can assure you that every available device was used to es­
tablish the accuracy of this testimony. As a result, and as you will_ 
notice in the enclosed copy of the report, the follqwing statement is 
made in the foreword: "The Board nae every rsa8on to believe-that 

, . these reports present a true picture of the frightful happenings in · 
'" these camps. 11 

Mr •. OB11ald F. Schuette, 
National Press Building, 
Washington, D. c. 

~~ 

Very truly yaµrs, 

Secretary of War. 

! 

i _, 

;!o_ i 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINGTON 

1 December 1944 

MEMORAflDUM FOR MR. FRIEDMAN: 

Herewith letter to the Secretary of War 

from Oswald F. Schuette of November 28, 1944 r_egarding . - -
):• - -

the War Refugee Board's pr~~s-:t"elea:Be-laet Sunday on 
,, .. · 

the subject of German extermination camps. 

In accordance with'·our telephone conver-

sation of this morning, Will you please c4"afi a sug­

gested reply for the Secretary's signature. Kindly' 

~lso return Mr, Schuette•e letter • 

J,:;r;Mcc. 
~ 

~ 
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Hon, Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of War 
Pentagon Building 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

OSWALD F. SCHUETTE 
National Press Building 

Washington 

November 28, 1944 

The War Refugee Doard--of which you are a member--haa just mad~ p11blic a 
voluminous and detailed account of the murder of 1,765,000 prisoners,, by the 
Germans, in what it calla the "German Ji.:Xtermination Campa, Auschwitz and Birkenau. ti 

"The Board, 11 says the official statement, 11haa every reason to believe that 
these reports present a true picture of the frightful happenings in these camps. 
It is making the reports public in the firm conviction that th13y- al:!o:uld Jje read 
Snd understood by all Americans, II . . 

Your membership on this board gives this publication its chiet;'.claim to public 
acceptance, As Secretary Hull was ill for many mtintha, prior to his resignation, 
it is not to be aasune d that he h~d an opportunity to make a Orl:tioal eXjimiilation, 
Although the only remaining member, Secretary "!frgen~hau, is a).awyer; }1.e }las no· 
background of experience that would 1'1'arrant the .aasUJnption-thEit he was able to _make 
the critical analysis necessary to determine the credibility of the report0 

You, however, have such an outstanding reputation as a lawyer, arid as a conscien­
tious public official in two of the highest executive posts in. the nation, that your 
name on the document gives it an overwhelming authenticity• . · · 

That fact pl&ces upon you a 9erious. responsibility. Atrocity stoi-ies are __ nothing 
new in war propaganda. I was an American War Correspondent for three. and one half -
years in the last vmr, arid know something of what was done in that field. 

- - -- - -. - }·~~-
So I am writing this letter to ask you three ·simple _questitins: 

- -- - ~--::-· c -

1. Did you res.d the reports of th·e three unnamed .:..unesseaT'before they were 
accapted as true by your board? 

2, Did you examine them c:Htically,;tci see that. theyc bore on tifeir face the 
evidence of truth? '{"- ·c; .. : 

~~--

J. Did you make any further investigation of the signers, or of the circum:l''' 
"' stances which led to the preparation of the detailed accounts? 

As a lawyer, I am sure you realize, even more than a layman, that the. value of. _ 
any anonymoua testimony is only so good as the care with which the lawyer, who vouches 
for its truth,. has tested its veracity and int(lgrity. 

I shall appreciate the courtesy of your reply. 

,Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Oswald F. Schuette' 

'I 

f 
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. . , 
EXCERPTS FROM REPORT OF POLisH MAJOR -

Pa.gee 2 & 3 

"During 19400 1941. and 1942 the roll call was usuallj(expected to last at least an hour in all weather conditions~ frost, rain, or snow - the prisoners having to wait patiently.with bare heads. If an escape was reported, 'Which resulted in a · "manco" at evening roll call, all those assembled had- to- wait .outside until the result of the search was known,. The search parties usually returned three or four hours later and with disastrous consequences for all the prisoners• health, In 1940, for example, 2n!l escape cost the lives of a hundred inmates, It was during severe winter weather and thl!;prisoners were forced to stand out of doors from 3S30 in the afternoon until ll o'clock the ne:xt morning, as a resUlt of which a hundred totally ·or -half-frozen men were couil.tsd." 

fages }-l & .12 

"Originally, the camp-of AUSCIDTITZ~~as in~te~~d. onlyf~~ Poles; It was guarded by a group of Germans (!lo 'inore 'than 30 _at _the be.:.. ginning) ,who had been transferred from a Gerrilan concentration· camp, They were prisoners as well bU.t llcamp veterans," if such-an expression may be used, Most of them had. been im_pr1soned as far -back as 1934 and were all more or less professional criminals, But as time went on AUSCHWITZ became more and. more of an inter.,._ national camp and the first Jews started to arrive in 1941, _They were immediately separated from the "Aryans" and quartered in -special "blocks." Al though at the tiine systematfo executions were not an established rule, it can- be stated_ tha·t as a- result of -bad treatment by SS men,_Capoe lllld •foremen _(the major! ty of German origin but often Polee who were enlisted-by' force),, a J&W,,-. irrespective of his physic01 condition_ --coUld not' last more"'than ~two weeks, A young Jew, for instance~· who was robµst enough to be able 'to do hie work "on the doUble_"-(:for example. pushing a heavily laden wheelbarro~) woUld most probably pe ·~-. unable to l~eep it uu in the long rlin. - If he should sb,ow slgns , •,'­of holding ou:t, he ~ould inevitably\ be killed sooner '6'r later by such mistreatment as being beaten .. with·a shovel or pick handle, 
In those days all the Jews had to work in the 11quarrt squs.d," At a trot they had to bring gravel on wheelbarrows from a pit about 15 to 20 meters deep up a steep slope. At the top, SS men and Capos checked their work and the speed at which it was carried oU:t, and anyone considered as "loafing" was simply pushed over backwards. when he arrived at the top so that he crashed back down the incline 

~ 
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with his fully laden barrow. Thia was one of the guards! favour.ite 
pastimes. Such treatment of Jewish prisoners prevailed from the 
time the first Jews arrived at the camp.until the iipring of i942, when> 
the first large transports of Jews (tens of thousands) began to 
arrive and the extermination campaign was getting ilnderwey~ '! 

P13&es l4. l5 & is 

"Until the summer of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainly a concentration 
camp in which no executions had taken place so far. . The ftrst. < 
executions came as a surprise for the maJority of the camp's 
inmates. They began in the summer of 1941 when one evening after. 
roll caJ.l, various nwabers were called up (I well.remember there 
were 18 men from Cracow alone)• The men whose numbers had been 
called were ordered to the stock room, where they had to giye Up 
their clothes and were given old rags (a shirt'.'and pants) in. ex­
change. Then they were taken to the gravel pit and shot with 
pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners were not ... 
allowed to be present at the shooting, but the execution was so. . 
arranged. that practically the whole camp could witness the proceedings. 
After the execution a special co~ando was designated . to bury the· ·· 
bodies. This incident caused a great deal of unrest within the:·crunp0 -
as we had assumed until then that deportati'on to a concentration--
camp excluded the death penalty. for offences agaiiist;::t:lie-security 
of the Germe.n State. From this day on exeoutioll:s were. carried out 
at more less regular intervals, the victims being called. up. on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. Later a special place of execution was_ set up 
within the camp's boundary, an open space between "Blocks 10 and il 11 

where executions took place generally in the morning. 11 

Conclusion 

The three excerpts quoted above are clearly-hhtcirical''and . 
b!J.Ckground material which the Polish Major inserted with no pret11nse 
that tlley are eye-witness accounts •. This is cleai:-·from the Jtat"ments 
themselves. and if there were any. doubt~.- from th_e reading_ of 'this 
material it disappears when we note that the first excerpt.appear11 
on the second page of the raport whigh began by statl~g that on~~ ; .. 
March 24, 1942 the Major was taken to Au.schwi tz. If }le were.pUl'p~o~j;ing 
to fabricate an "eye-witness" account~ it is difficult to imagine · ,_ 
that he would not have done it a little more-cleverly. 

In construing the third excerpt as purporting to be· an 11 eye-witness" 
account emphasis is placed upon the words 11I. well remember there were 
18 men from Cracow alone". Aside from the fact that it is impossible 
to determine whether this is an accurate translation of the Polish 
original, it· should be noted that the Major stated.in the first sentence 
of his report that prior to his being taken. to Auschwitz he was 
imprisoned in -fracow. This would seem to give him a reason for having 
heard of the fate of people who may have been his fellow prisoners 
at one time in Cracow.· 





TO: Mr. Pehl.a 

'a REASURY DEPARTMEN~ 
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION ~ 

"''"····~ December lq, 1944 
~ -

FROMI Virginia}.!, Mannon 

Regarding: Authenticity of atrocity reports 

You will remember that f'olloWing John Crider' s queistlon­
ing of the authenticity of the reports on Ausc1Jwitz and .. 
Birkenau, publicized by the Board, you asked me to ask the 
Czech Minister if he had received similar reports. 

Dr. Cervenka, the Czech Minister, was-most cooperative __ _ 
and, although he had received no similar reports, volunteered'~ 
to cable his Government in London in an·_·-e;ffort_ to help us - > -

establish the exactness of the reports. --'I'_- - I -- ------

This morning Dr. Cervenka telephoned me to say that he 
had received a cable in reply from the Czech Minister of 
Fbreign Affairs, saying that Dr. Kopecky in SWitzerland 
nconfirms absolute reliability of. the repC>rts.n 

Dr, Cervenka said further that Dr. Rrischer, a member 
of -the Czech State Council iri London (which is similar to 
Parliament) had brought the same reports to this c0untry 
recently when he came for the meeting of the World Jerdsh \ 
Congress, Dr. Frischer calJ:ed here yesteroay arid al~o 
mentioned that he had brought the•same reports With J:iim. 
He, too, expressed himself as convinced that the reports were . 
entirely true. - ---

Fbr the record, Mr. Crider is ;a reporter for the 
N. Y. Times, 

Dr, Cervenka said he was ready and eager to be of help 
to the Board at any time; 

-- ~ 





Report on Press and Public Reaction to War Re11.,;;ee Board 
Release of Accounts of Auschwitz and Birkenau 

I, Domestic Press 

a, News dispatches - BJ newspapers 

- lJ newspapet~ 
Service - 4 newspapers 

United Press 
International News 
Associated Press 
Independent coverage 

- 51 newspapers. 
- lJ nelfspapers 

b, Editorials_ - carried in 23 nmvspapers 

Main reaction was argument for hard peace and 
punishment. of war criminals. 

c. Special Articles 

(1) Lowell .l.fellett - syndicated colunn - discussed authenticity. 

(2) Gallup Poll - majority of Americans believe accounts of 
Nazi mass murders but underestimated numbers liilled:.,. 
average belief that 100,000 irii(:,ilved.

4
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(J) St. Louis Post Dispatch - full page. ~ddy supplement 
with 9 draWlrigs by staff artist. 

d. Radio Broadcasts 

( 1) Drew Pearson, November 26th. 

( 2) Quincy Howe ( C. B.s~), November 27th. 

' II. Foreign Press 

a. Russia - 11Isvestiya 11 carried 15 inch spread on WRB re!ease. 
'Press reports that American reports were introduced into 
record in recent Lublin tr:f.al of;cwar criminals. - -

-~ _, -- - - -

b. Great Britain - WRB represent~tivEi Mann reports wide-;prefss · 
comment in England. o. W. I. con.firms this. 'H ' - · 

III. O.W.I. 

Copies sent to O.W.I~ outposts all over world. 

IV. Coordinator of In tar-American Affairs 

Sent copies to all South American countries. 
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V. Congressional Interest 

About 25 Congressmen have received copies. Congreeaman Caller 
commented on the report in the House. Requests for.copies have 
been received from 10 Congressmen. ·No unfavorable Congressional 
comment. 

VI. Requests from the Public 

Approximately 450 or5anizations, government agencies ·and private 
individuals requested copies of the report. The majority of 
these requests came from unidentified individuals. However, 
numerous requests were received from publishers, lawyers, doctors, 
churchmen, teachers and libraries. 

VII. Impact on Band Drive 

o.wn:. had feared adverse criticism because.of timing of release_ 
so close to Sixth liar Bond Drive. No such criticism has appeared 
in the press. On the contrary, two dispatches (Birminghlilll 
Alabama Age-Herald and St. Louis Globe~Democrat) highlighted.the· 
purchase of war bonds as a means whereby Americana could wreak 
vengeance against the Nazis for atroq.ities ·such as those tlescrj.J>ed 
in the War Refugee Board reports. ·· ;~, 

4
. __ . · 

VIII. Authenticity Questioned 

a. John Crider, New York Times, claimed :lnconsistericies in several 
dates. 

b. Oswald Schuette {Washington, D. c., attorney) qriestiortecl 
authenticity in letter to Secretary-Stimson, 
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BOOK• OF• THE• MONTI-I CLUB 

·. - . -· . ' 

3Ss· ~ c//.p~ NEvv .Y9k1 
·. ;;_ 

- .. . . - ._.,. - - ; '; . : '·.- _. 

&/u..o.r_iaf Cil..o.a.r_L DOROTH'I <AN~IElD t ctiRllTOPHEia -~RlEV •_Will~ ~l.~IN WHi:JE't ~i~RV ~~·~·El_·~~~:~,· 

Mr. J. w. Pehle 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pehle : 

Deoember 13, 19;44 Jft . 
_ _,/v/ 
Qd(~ y·jtl ·. 

/ ........ . 
I am sending baok herewith the photostat copy .of your docuinent about. 

the German exhermiriation camps. To my regret, I haye finally'becol11e pe:r;-su!J.ded 
that there is not muoh that oan be done in further dissemination of this·.·.· -
horrifying report~ 

I think you should know, however,· wti~t has been happening. here, with· 
regard to it. After our judges decided that.:(in view of ti).e Karaki bo_ok whici). 
included some similar material), it wasn•t adVi~able to se.n.d this. to~our~own-.c-. 
subscribers, it seemed to me that a good plan would be tri.have·an. 'organizatiob 
like the Council for Democracy distribute it• /.. 

\, 
I talked With Ernest Angell, the president- of that ~utf:it; about the 

matter, and told him that if they would ~gree to send it out to a J!Elleoted 
list of opinion-makers of all varieties, 'V,i"!!, w-oul,d donate i;he-cpafilphlets and 
stand all other costs. I sent him the docfunent:"'and.:.after .seine discussion w'i th 
his executive committee. he turned dO\'m the proposil.1. His oolillnittee: didn't 
think it wa:!Fwithin their line -pf activity. I don1 t. agree, but Of course 
they•re the doctors, · 

I then took up the matter with Clifton Fadiman e.ii.d Rex stout of ttie 
War Writers Board. It seems that in the meantime they had been having: same 
discussion with an O'llI representative about. t}lis wry matter, and i-eported 
that there appeared to be some doubt in Washington (just whereJt is centered~ 1 

don•t know) that the distribution of. such a -pamphlet would not ·be 100% . 
advisable~ · ·· t-lf'. 

, _ Fadiman and I talked of other me~ns of~ ciiaseminat~ng ,the ~1'.eport, 
througlf some other .organization than tl1e-Counoil .for pemoor:9:cy/andJ1e~w·as 
of the opinion that ·an: organization in'"Which he is_ active~ Th~ Sooiety,For 
Prevention Oi' Ylor;td War III, would be interested in aooept:fog'JJiy ·.o.ffer~ 

·- - ·-f;. -,-, ,, ~ .. - :' 

However," he and Rex .Stout felt thll.t the repor~ia 'no{ oz°J~that 
is likely to be read by any large number of people, It is just not readable, 
enough. - -They felt that the only effectual thing that could be done with it 
was to have it get· to a selected list oi' opini.on..'.inakers·, consiSting of editors• 
radio commentators, clergymen, and so i'cir'th. _Hi th this I agree. 

The question at onoe arose ,as to whether you haven't already done 
this job pretty thoroughly. Certainly the coverage you. got in the_ news­
papers. was exceptionally good, You might iet me know how far you did go, __ 

~·. 
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!f.r. J. w. Fehle -2- December 13; 1944 

in the distribution of the report, and if there we.a any good-sized .field 
uncovered, then Fe.dime.n's group can step in and do the job· there. 

I run sorry about the delay in reporting to you on thiS Iiie.tter ,· 
but I have been ears under on a lot o.f things, and only today have I. beim · 
able to get at this and other extra-curricular matters. · 

Cordially yours; 

Harry Scherman 
HS:PC 
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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

c 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE· OF THE -PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Scherman: 

I wish to thank you for your letter of December l.J, 
1944, and for the: careful consideration which you have given 
to the problem of further dissemination of ttie reports on the 
German extermination camps at Auschwi t:z, and Birkenau. -. Your-~ · 
comments and the views of -those with whom you· discussed th0-
matter are sincerely appreciated and _have l:>een·: noted. witli .:l.n­
tR~. f . -- . 

As you know the reports have recei~~d excellent 
press and radio covera.ge, both in this country 'and abroad: 

_--·i--B~ 
: --. ::~~~. -., -·". Ml '' 
, : .... - . ....... 

F , ' . Ji( 
;;ideqnatii, • articul'l.I'ly in view of all the other reports that 
have recently reached the public on other extermination cen'-

c ters lem 1!:r.--t~~=r_ s~~~~i_~:t oi_~~a~~~Jn;~~~-~~*~-~t!~-h~_: __ 1. __ ~~h.;:.·_ -
p, I shall let you !mow. _ · .. _r :- : · 

r . ..A~ . May I __ again_ thank you for your prompt and personal -
9- ~!~ interest in ~-·matter. 

~T 1~ ~ Ay Sincerely, 

?PPr~~ ~·~ 
~~. Harry Scherman, 
Book-of-the-llonth Club 
:385 l&l.dison Avenue, 
Ne11 York, N. Y. 

j. lf. Peh.le 
Executive Di.rector 



~FFICE OF THE 
"IVE DIRECTOR 

~·-

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, · o: C. 

November 3. 1944. 

Dear .w~ 'Sherman· ;;-.-'-~-.-.>;.·l."'.:':.:'/---: • 
' ' 

· ·Pursuant to our telephone 
conversation this morning ram :sending to 
you herewith a photostat ol' a report re­
ceived from Roswell D. McClelland, War 
Refugee Board representative in Bern, 
Switzerland, transmitting the reports 
referred to therein. 

I shalf-apprec.:iate_.very mµch-~-· ... -·· 
your help and suggestions wit'h;:regard to 
this material. · · · -

Please regard this matter as 
confidential for the time being. - -

Mr~ ·Harry Sherman~ -
Book-of-the Month Club, 
385 Madison Avenue,·. -
New York, New York. 

Enclosure 

. Very trul'y,,yours. 

. -~ 

( :J Ji l:\t/d I ti :lllR1l w11 

i 
J r 
I 



DEC 191944 

Personal 

Dear .Mr. Soherman1 

I wish to thank you for your letter of Decemberl36 
1944, _end for the oare.ful consideration whioh you have given 
to the problem of .further disselllination ot the reports on ·the 
German extermination camps at ·Ji.usohwitz and Birkenau. . Your 
ooiiilllents and the views of those with whom you discussed the 
matter are sincerely appreciated and have been noted wi:th in­
terest. 

As you know the reports have received excellent- -
press and radto coverage, both in this country and abroad •. 
Particularly in view of all the other reports that have reoootly 
reached the public on other extermination centers, I suppose.we 
might not push this matter further at this time •. If there.· .. 
should be oaoasion in the future to raise the problem of_widar' 
distribution of our x-eport through FaAAman •s;.gl'_O.Up, -I--~lu1ll let 
you know. 

With regard to the negative reaction of O.\'l'~I., I 
hesitate to express myself in writing•. You can.be sure it has 
no. adequate basia. - · · 

May I again thank you for your prompt and personal 
interest in this matter. 

Ur. Harry Soherman, 
Book-of-the-Month Olub, 
385 Jlldison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Sincerely, 

J;-w. Pehle 
Exfcutive•Direotor 

'~.-~~ 

- ~~~~.@; 
FH:JWP1hd 12/19/44 (JU/V-

- -- -. -~ -:;; 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
J 

WASHINGTON, 0, C, 

27 December 1944 

Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board, Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 
./ 

I am sending you a copy of t~e reply of Oswald Schuette 
to Mr. Stimson.,,.-

You will recall that Mr. Schuette wrote to Mr. Stimson 
after the publication of the last repor.t. of the War Refugee 
:Board. Mr. Stimson also sent me a memorandum which reads a11· 
follows: 

::t. - -~--- -- --
"I should be very grateful' if yoti. could get hold 

of Pehle and tell him that he 11111et";be extraordinarily 
careful. I have read the report on the atrocities anc,1 
it is so horrible that it wili be sure to invite furtl;ler 
inquiry by readers as :to the care which we have tElken .. to 
authenticate it." 

Since~~~f0 
~vi-:y~ 



OSWALD F, SCHUETTE 
National Press l!nilding 

Hon. Henry L, Stimson 
SscretB.%7 of War 
Psniiagon :Building 
Washington, D, 0, 

Dear Mr, Stimson: 

Washington,D,O, 

December 18, 1944 

I appreciate greatly the courtesy of your reply of DscemQer 13 
to my letter of November 28, concerning the War Refugee Board's · 
report on German Atrooi ties, lllade public No¥e11ber· 26+ 1944. I know 
how busy you are with more important 1Datters. ,. · 

:But you are the one 111ember of that Board whose judgment in 
lllattsrs of this kind is entitled to the respect of the public,· And 
your n&111s was used to induce the public to accept as authentic- the:. 
anonymous "eye-witness" reports o:f the happeni11gs at the "German ~-. 
Extermination 0&111ps - Auschwitz and Birksnau, iii:··-· ., ~ -·-

Your letter leaves unanswered my question as ·to whether you had· 
critically sxrunined these reports before they. were given~ to the ·. 
public, with your sndOrsemsnt and with the statement of 7our Board 
that "it is lllaking the reports public in the firm conviction that 
they should be read end understood by all Americans. Ii You.sq in 
your letter that the decision that the repcirtis'authentic iii "based 
upon the opinion of trusted and trained off1Cials cif the board" arid. 
"upon the considered judgment of experts in neutraCco-tllitries; ~ 

- - - - - . 
- -~ - - - --~ 

I doubt whether, as a lawyer, you would have submitted to·a 
court, on__far lees weighty Jll8ttsre.:r any anonymous tsstimoiiT mer!lY 
authenticated by "the opinion of trusted and trained officials•·: or 

"the considered judgment of experts, n, Yet that 18 not the real· issue, 
The lllain point is tllat the public; yo\ir.public, whoa the :ii<>a:rd has·; 
urged to read this document, is anti tls~ to know that you too ha'v•r 
read it -- and carsfull7, · · 

I am sure that. you have not dons this, For if you.· had, I ui 

confident you would have hesitated to vouch for its truthfulness. 
Please remember that this document is not offered by your Board as 
an indictment or as a coapile,tion of general charges. · It is offered· 
in proof. of such charges, as the detailed account of the personal 

·~. 



expe~iences of three eye-witnesses. Two of these.were ·themselves participants -- even though under coertion •- in the :revol tiJJg crimes they report. The principal one of these Unnamed eye-witne&11es testifies· · ; that from May, 1942 to Janue.ey, 1943, he was the "chhf attendEi.nt.and -later administrator" of the "sick building" (Kr8Jlk:enbii.u) which was: the "11Uoh dreaded Block 'l"'of the Birk~uprieon. · · 
11Thi1 building", he says (pg. 9}, "was nothibg ellie than an assembly· center for death candidates, ***Twice weekly, Mondays.and Thursda;ye, .the camp doctor indicated the number of priaoners who were to "be gassed and burned•••. The weekly 1draft 1 in dead from Block 7, was'about 2,000 of· whom 1,200 died of 'natural death' and about BOO through 'selection.' ••• Until January 15, 1943, up to which time I was administrator of'Bhck 71 ud -therefore inc.a position to directly observe happenings; -some 50,000 prisoners died of 1 natural death 1 or by 1 selection' .• "· · · ' 

-
Although his own report does not tell what he did after he gave -up hie poet as "administrator" in Jm uary 1943, the document iaeued by your Board says (pg. 34) that when he and hie q<impanion - one of your -other wi tnesees -- escapetl from Birkenau, Aprili. 7, 1944, the two had. held posts as "block recorders", and that as a :result of their-escapes' . all Jews exercising such functions were removed, The "block recorders", · the statement explains (pg, 25) were· flher!lr_ight".hand~~of' th8".!!block eldest" . ' who was responsible for order in each block and bad power over life ·• · .· · and death, "Until February 1944," adds the litatement, ·0ni!arly 50 perc11nt · were Jews". 

- - _--. _- --- ··\'-- - -i- - . --~-------~--- ---.. So the main portion of the testimoey which your-~Board asks the public to read, on your guarantee of its truthfulness, is .the .statement of a man who was himself a .trusted prisoner charged with grave 'respond~ bili ties in the ad.ministration of this house of- miirder. 
Each day, according to his report, the march of death was mo:t>ilhed under his eyes. F.e.oh day he was a. part of its heartrending, bestial > brutality. After almost two years of this· experience, he escapes; llcit as a raving maniac. No. He writes - or underwrites - thirty pages of· single spaced typewriting, filled with the horrible details~ Names, dates, places, Jges of complicated serial ntilllbers, -gruesome incidents and trivial facts, fill these carefully phrased pages~.~· 

An official reporter, without. a conscience or i heart, wftli, iierves of _iron and a min'd of st.eel, plus 9. ream of noteboi>klL and high ,~­authority to taltethem out of prison with him, could no~:have,co:w.'il,ed so precise a record of everything that'' was done in those. two t:erri]!le,, years. Yet we are asked to believe this man did so under~the vigilant eyes of· the prison keepers who murdered, he says, 1,765,000 prisoners while.he wae·one of them. 

-2-
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It may be true - God in His Mercy forbid! But it ill difficult 
to believe that this particular witneaa could have written, ,;,;.aa we 
are supposed to believe that he did- with such detail, the day by day 
story of two such horrible years. · · 

Please read 1t yourself, Mr. Secretary, and celllll.y if you can, 
as a l:awyer and a judge, and then decide whether 70U would J-ouch for 
it to a jury in a court. 

Sincerely yours, 

( Sgd, ) Oswald F, S_chuette 

-3-
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Secretary Morgenthau 

J. w. Pehle 

0£C 3 o 1944 

For Your informat!on. 

In connection with our recent release to the p~blic of the 
two eye-witness accounts of the German extermination camps a' 
Auschwitz and Birkenau, you will be interested to know that no 
one has seriously questioned their authenticity except-a · 
Mr. Oswald F. Schuette of Washington, D. c., who wrote to Secre­
tary Stimson on November 28th. Apparently skeptical of atrocity 
stories as war propaganda, Mr. Schuette questioned the:value of. 
the anonymous reports released by us and asked Secretary Stimson 
as a lawyer to vouch for their truth., He specifically· S,!:lked-
Mr. Stimson 1f he had read the report" befol'e they .. were accepted 
as true by the Board, if he had examin.ed tile~--<5ri tically to see: 
1lhat they bore evidence of truth and whether··any investigation 
was made of the narrators or circumstances which led to the · · 
preparation of the accounts. This letter from Mr. Schuette to . _ 
Secretary Stimson was sent to us for preparation of an appropriate 
reoly which we immediately drafted arid sent to McCloy. Our drat' · 
contained the following paragraph: - -- · ·. - · · 

8The decision that the report referred to in your 
letter is authentic is based upon the opinion of trusted 
and trained officials of the War Refugee BoardJ•" both -
here and overseas, and upon the considered judgme~t of_ 
exp!'rts in refugee and related matters inneut~~l coun­
tries. The report contains only material_aj)out ~hich 
there is no uncertainty either' in the mirids of the 
narrators or among the many qualified pe'ople who''-~~. 
amined them in person. The··report was alBo che¢ked i-;_ 
against other unpublished material on the same subjec't 
and against the testimony of other eye-witnesses of 
similar or related incidents." 

McCloy later advised us that he thought our proposed reply was 
"a very good job." \ . 

I have now received a le~ter from MoCloy transmitting a copy 
of another letter which Mr. Schuette has.written to Secretary 
Stimson. Schuette still questions the veracity of the two reports 

-~-
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and calls upon Stimson to read them carefully and, as a lawyer and 
a Judge, decide whether he would "vouch for them to a Jl.U'y in a · 
court." McCloy 1 s letter to me ends as follows: ·· 

, 
11Mr. Stimson also sent me a memorandum which rea\ls as 
follows: 

1 1 should be very grateful if you could get hold 
of Pehle and tell him that he must be extraordinarily 
careful. I have read the report on the atrocities and 
1t is so horrible that it will be sure to invite fur­
ther inquiry by readers as to the care which we have 
taken to authenticate it'." 

Copies of all of the above-mentioned letters are attached• 

At taohmen ts. 

FHihd. 
~ 

12/29/44 

fS!gned' J;W, Peb1P. 

~·· 

··.~. 
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WAR DEPAR'l'MEN'l' 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WASHING-'.1.'0N 

27 December 1944 

Mr. John w. Pehle, Executive D1reotor 
War Refugee Board, Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D. O. 

Dear Mr. Pehlel 

I am sending you a copy of the reply of.Oswald 
Schuette to Mr. Stimson. 

You will recall that Mr. Soh~ette wrote to 
Mr. Stimson after the publ1oat1on·of the last report -
of the War Refugee Board. Mr. Stimson also sent me 
a memorandum which reads as follows: 

11 I should be very grateful if you oou,ld 
get hold of Pehle and tell him that he must . > · 
be extraordinarily oareful\l ' r.,have rE}ad· the' 
report on the atroo1t1es and it·is-so horrible 
that it will be sure to invite ru.'rther inquiry 
by readers as to the care •~hioh we· have taken 
to authenticate it,11 

Sincerely, 

/a/ John J. Mo~loy 

-·'-=% 
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OSWALD i'. SOHUE'l'TE 
Jlat1onal Press Buiiding 

Washington, D.C. 

Hon. Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of war 
Pentagon Bp.U.d1ng 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Stimson: 

December 18, 1944 

I appreciate greatly the courtesy of your reply of December.13 to my letter of November 28, concerning the War Refugee Board's report on German ~trooities, made public November 26, 1944<.· I li:now how busy you are with more important matte~s. · 

But you are the one member of that Board whose Judgment in matters of this kind is entitled to the respect of the public. And your name was used to induce the p1.1blic to accept asYauthentiq the anonymous "eye-witness" reports of the happenings at the 1 Gei"-man Extermination Camps - Auschwitz and Birkenau~" -
-·~'.)_,. ____ ... --- - ---

Your letter leaves unanswered niy qfrest19n-as'to\:.hether you had critically examined these reports before they were given to the public, with your endorsement and with the statement of. yollr Board that 11 it is making the reports public in the firm conviction that they should be read and understood by all Americans. 11 You: say 1n your letter that the decision tnat the report is authentic is 11 based upon the opinion of trusted and trained officials of the board" and 11 upon the considered judgment of experts in neutral countries." -- - -· --

I doubt whether, as a lawyer, you would have subfJlitted to_a court, on far less weighty matters, any anonymo11s-test1mon7 merel7 
authentic~_:ted by "the opinion of trusted and tr8.ined officials* __ -· -• · or 11 the considered Judgment of experts. 11 Yet that is '0 not the real issue. The main point is that the p(lblic, yo11r pLibliO,,whoni the Board has urged tC) read this doolimen-t, 18 entitled to know that you too have read it -- and carefully. · if. 

I am s11re that you have not done this. For if you had, I am confident you would have hesitated to vouch for its truthfulness. Please remember that this document is not offered by your Board.as an indictment or as a compilation of general charges. It is 
offered in proof of such charges, as the detailed account of the personal. experiences of three''<eye-witneseea. Two of these were themselves participants -- even though under coertion ...;_ in the revolting crimes they report. The principal one of these unnamed eye-witaesses testifies that from May 19.42 to January, 1943, he 

t 
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was the 11chief attendant and la·ter administrator" of the "sick 
building" (Krankenbau) which was the "ml.lob dreaded Block 71 ot 
the Birkenau prison. 

11'l'h1s bl.lilding", he says (pg. 9)., 11was nothing else than an 
assembly center for death candidates. *** Twice weekly, Mondays 
and Thursdays, the camp doctor indicated the number of prisoners 
who were to be gassed and burned ***. The weekly 'draft' in. dead 
from Block 7, was about 21 000 of whom 1,200 died of··•natl.lral 
death 1 and a bo.u t 800 through 1 s e lee tion. 1 *** Un t 11' J anl.lary 16, . 
1943, l.lp to which time.I was administrator of 'Block 7 1 and there.­
fore in a position to directly observe happenings, some 50,000 
prisoners died of 'natural des.th' or ~y •selection'~" 

Although his own report does not ·;tell what l:le d.l.!i after he 
gave up his post as "administrator" in January 1943, the documen\ · 
issued by yol.lr Board says (pg. 34) that when he and his companlf>n -
one of your other witnesses -- escaped from Birkenau0 April 71 · 
1944, the two had held posts as "block recorders", and tilat as.a 
resu.l t of their escapee all J ewe e:ii:erc1aing such functi~11a "were. 
removed. The 11block recorders 11 , t.ti.~ ataFement e;plains (pg •. 25) 
wer!'. the aright hand" of the "blockxeldestLwho~was responsible 
for order in each block and had power over(life and death. "Until 
February 1944, 11 adds the statement, "nearly 60 percent were olewsn.· 

So the main portion of the testimony which your Board asks 
the public to read, on your guarantee of its truthfulness, 18 the 
statement of a man who was himself a trusted prisoner charged w1tli '· 
grave responsibilities in the administration of this hol.ise :of 
murder. · 

Each day, according to his report, t;he rijarch~.c;>f death was 
mobilized under his t'Yea. Each day he was.a.partof its heart-. 
rending, bestial brutality. After almosktwo year,s of this ex;.,.,· 
periebce, he escapes. Not .as a raving maniac. No·~ He writes -
or underwrites· - thirty pages of·single spaced typewriting• filled 
with the horrible details. Names, dates,. places, pages of ooill.; 
plicated serial numbers, gruea9me incide.nts·and t;rJvJ,a1'facte, 
fill th~.se carefully phrased p-a~ese -,_jJ:- l- · 0~ 

An .official reporter, withol.lta conscience or a heart, with 
nerves of iron and a mind of steel, plus a ream of notebooks and 
high authority to take them ol.lt prison with him, col.lld not have 
compiled so precise a record of everything that was done in those 
two terrible years. Yet we are asked to believe this man did so 
under the vigilant eyes of the prison Jteepere who murdered, he 
says, l, 765, 000 prisoners :while he was one of them. 

It may .,be true - God 1n His Meroy forbid! But 1* is diffi­
cult to belfeve that this particular witness could have written, ,;,. 

~·· 
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as we are supposed to believe that he did - :with such detail, tlie 
day by day story of two such horrible years. 

Please read it yourself, Mr. Secretary, and calmlf if you can, 
as a lawyer and a judge, and then decide whether you would vouch 
for it to a Jury in a court. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Oswald F. Schuette 

·~· 

-_( 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
\ 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. J. B. Friedman 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. O. 

Dear Mr. Friedman: 

· 4 December 1944 

Thank you for the draft reply to 
Mr. Sohuette 1 a letter to Secretary Stimson. 
I thought it waa a very good Job. 

_Sincerely, 

/s/ John J. McCloy 

JOHN J. McCLOY 
Assistant Secretary of War 

·>\"!:-
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MEMOfiANDUH 

TO: Mr. MoOloy 

FROM: Mr. Friedman 

Pursuant to your request of yesterday, I send 
you herewith a suggested draft of reply which you ma1 
wish to use in answering the letter received by Secre­
tary Stimson from Mr. Oswald F. Schuette under date of 
November 28, 1944, Mr. Schuette 1 s le:t;ter is returned 
herewith. 

Attachments. 

i· 
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Dear Mr. Schuette: 

Reference ls made to your letter of November 28, 1944, 
in whlch you inquire about a report recently issued by the War 
Refugee Board and entitled "German Extermination Camps -
Auschwitz and Birkenau.• 

I understand fully your skepticism concerning atrocit7 
stories which undoubtedly arises from the fact that during and 
after the First World· War some of the stories which were published 
were later proved without fol.llldation. It is precisely because · 
of this regrettable experience in the past that all of us have 
been reluctant to believe the stories of incredible German bru­
tality which have come to light in the last few years, I regret 
to state, however, that the evidence supporting these accounts 
is all too abundant. · 

The decision· that the report referred to in your letter 
is authentic is based upon the opinion of trusted and trained 
officials of the War Refugee Board, both here and overseas, and 
upon the considered Judgment &f experts in refugee and related 
matters in neutral countries. The report contains only material 
about which there le no uncertainty either in the mindso:t'-the· 
narrators or among the many qualified people )lhQ,__e.xamined them . 
in person. The report was also checked against d>tner unpublished 
material on the .same subject and against the test11iionyof other 
eye-witnesses of similar or related incidents. · 

I can assure you that every available device was used 
to establish the accuracy of this testimony., As a res11lt, and· 
as you will notice in the enclosed copy of the report, the 
following statement is made in the foreword:·. •The Bo(ird has 
every reason to believe that these reports present a tr11e pJ,cture . 
of the frightful happenings in these camps.• 

Mr. Oswald F. Schuette, 
National Press Building, 
Washington, D. o. 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary or War. 
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WASHINGTON 

l Deoember 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRIEDMAN: 

Herewith letter to the Seoretary of War 

from Oswald F. Schuette of November 28, 1944 regarding 

the War Refugee Board's press releasEl last Sunday' on 

the subject of German extermination camps. 

In accordance with oufttelephorie conver­

sation of this morning, will you please dra:ft .a sug-

geated reply for the Secretary's signature. 

also return Mr. Schuette 1 a letter. 
-{ 

J. J. Moc. 

Kindly 
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OSWALD F. SCHUETTE 
National Preas Building 

Washington 

Hon. Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of War 
Pentagon Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

November 28, 194:4 

The War Refugee Board--of which you are a member--hae Just 
made public a voluminous and detailed account o:(' the m1u;'der of 
1,765,000 prisoners, by the Germans, in what it calla the "Gel'man 
Extermination Campa, Auschwitz and Birkenau." 

11
The Board," says the official statement, "has every reason 

to believe that these reports present;a true picture of the ; 
frightful happenings 1n these camps. It is makil}g the reports : 
public in the firm conviction that they sll.ould be re·aa. and unde~ 
stood by all Americans. 11 - -

Your membership on this board gives this publication i tis 
chief claim to public accep:t;ance. _As Secretary Hult Jtas->ill to.r 
many months, prior to his resignatipn, M is n9_t>to-be a(lsi.imed -
that he had an opportunity to make a critical: examination• Al"". 
though the only remaining member, Secretary Morgenthau, is a __ _ 
lawyer, he has no background of experience .that would warrant the 
assumption that he was able to mak:e the critical analysis rieoessary 
to determine the credibility of the report. - · 

You, however, have such an. outstand1ngreputat1on as a la~e~,; 
and as a conscientious public official 1n .two of the highest execu'-- ·-· 
t1ve posts in the nation, that your name on the document gives U; 
an overwhelming authent1o1ty. 

That faot places 11pon you a serious re_sponsib1l1ty •. Atrocity 
storJ.e.s _are nothing new in war propaganda~' I was_Jm American War 
Correspondent for three and one ~alf years !tl_ t;he last war, and - 'i. 
know-somethin~ of what. was done J.n .that field. 

,, .- '* --~· . So I am writing this lett'3r to ask you three\'s1ttiQJ,-ecquest1ons: 
~ -.~' 'i'}t~~- ' - : 

l. Did you read the reports of the three unnamed witnesses~ -~ 
before they were accepted as true by your Board? 

2. Did you examine them critically to see ·that they bore on 
their face the evidence of truth? 

3. - Did you make any further Investigation-of the sign'ers, 

i 
j 

- --{ 
; 
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or of the circumstances which led to the:preparation of the de­
tailed accounts? 

As a lawyer, I am s11re you realize, even more than a layman, 
that the value of any anonymous testimony is only sq good as the 
care with which the lawyer, who vouches for its truth, 116.s tested 
its veracity and integrity. 

I shall appreciate the coutttesy of your reply. 

Sincerelyyours1 

Isl Oswald F. Schuette 
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l"ROJ.:: 

TO: 

D.\Tm: 

llUi;;JlEfl i 

Becretary of St:~te, /ashi_ne;~Olf 

viiner~cim~Legi:<t fon 1 1ltib~in 

····(~,····lf2~~1~~J·--·····. 

- , - -

·. CONTRULGOPY 
- ·---.- · .. -_ .. ·. _- ·.- .:· 

·\ . .< .. 
- .. :__ ··- .... - ..•.. -.· ·:.:. _ _;-v _ ...... -. 

'.'lar Refugeo Bo.a1'd inf'o:r.1n13d th~c Hobert Bpisco'e, memben' of· 

Dai{ st e ted on tn e a uthoi~ i ty of thr) -Iri~~l'D~pfi~ tmeli~ pt'_ I;xternai­
Affdr s that German authorities stated that the rUfuor thbt th~y 

/. - -- .-_ - - ;/· - >;{'. --. 
int~nd to extflrminate Je\'m in Oswie.ci 1r.: mi(Llli;kenau colrip's· ts r.i 

- ---·--- "·- .- - . ··-~-~~:·· - ·_<:.:<-
pure inv!'ritfon- rlevoicl 01'.01r-r.Ol'.ndotJor~~~r~a th~~~~f c.;lnrs>-sn~-ui:if> 

be abano.oncd, iiu1"tes ni11 ·bk: ev~ic~at0a. 
I . 

l'le!_sr: ihvestiga:te t:mth ot' this :if.J."orination nnd .['eporj; 

results. 

,I· 

GRt\'V·--­
(ACTIHG) 

.. 

DECLAssn<iliit1 .. - -_. 
State Dept. Lettero1:1·1.:1ai;, 

By R. iL Parks- Date -Sf Pe;Jt· 1.197z r 

-~. 

-'>;. 

- --·-- - - - ----

r;:- • 

• -~ c::.·-.. ·~,.: -- _-, _ _: .- - ---. -
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O.ABLE TO MINISTER GRAY, DUBLIH, Illl!LA.tiD 

War Refugee Board intoned that Robert Briscoe, IMlllber of' Dau, . 
stated on the authority of the Irish Dvp~tllleri.t. of lixternnl Affa~rs that. 
German autboritiee stated tll!l:b tbe ru111or that they inte~ to e.xhndl.ll'lt• 
Jews in Os~iecil4 and Birk•l:l8u camps is a pure·1nvent1o~·d•Y01d of all 
foun<lation nnd tlmt 11' OA!llps shoUld. be abalidonedj, inmates· will be 
evc.cuated. 

. .·· ' 

Please invoiltigate truth of tltlu i!l1'e>:rmatto11 11nd :re))Grt rllaultu. 

/ 

12:45 p.m. 
January 12, 1945 

1.5.ss Chauncey. (for the Sec 1y). Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, 
H0del, · JJarks,: McCormack, Pehle, Files 

BAk:in: ur 1/11/ 45 

0£· . 

r· 

; 

l 

~i r 
J ··--· 





--DEPARTMENT 
·-~OF 

STATE 

J3ERN. 
l92K' 

co_:.1.:.tc;J•'ii i .. '. {Ofls c····.··o·. :.N·. I·. ··R·-o····r· ··.·•.· .. ·· M.:u ~1f:8oiws . . · .. : •. < 
... (LIA/Son ) .. . . .·• : 
' - ... ' -: .. ;' - -

.. - y' ·. · ....... · . .. k . 
The following ror HoOJ.ollan<Lie WRB' 380. . · .·.·.·. ·.·· .·····. ··. .·. ·.· v 
Into1•maU.on s~1d to. or1~!nate wit,h.l:t-1~ J)epa.rt-

ment of ltxternai-Rtl~ti()ne ~~l()~d •• t~e B~ard to 'th~-· • 
etteot that German a~tllo;c>1t1e• &tated tlls.t the rumor 

... ·· :.:·\ ·.. ' ~; .. ····· · ..... i ' ..:;:~:,._ ' . . / 
that-tho;y ·1nten~. to"ex~erm1~at~vel:1'~ 11! Qe~t-~~1.~-!~d. 

_.a1rkenau .camps 1,e ll.p\tre~i~v~11_th~~·d_e!t>.id~°:·t,-~f(, · 
foundation and ~hat it camp~ ali~'U:ra. be abandoned, 

inroate.s "1i,ll 'l;>e · t?~.iuJ.µa~ed~ . . . _ 

:Phase in-test:tg~te tl'llt:h'oi thh 1ntol'lllat1on and· 

repoi-t·res\llho 

'tlHBU1MVl.Kll 
l/12/40 BO 

;4~~l>ECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter; 1-11-72 

By & IL l'ark°a D~te~ , 1 1972 
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GABJ..iS TO AMLli'.GA'.r!OH, BERM, SWITZERLAND/ 10~ MCCLlLLANi> .. 

. ·. 
Infor1411.tion aaid to origiMte w! th Irish DeparWA\t of. bternal . . 

Re:U.tions reached the Board to the effect that Qerman·autboritie• e'\ated. 
that the l'UllOr that they illtend to exte1'1,nate 1J'e•11 in o .. i•o1a aJMI · .··· 
Birkenau Clll!lps 1B a pure inventiQn devoid of all tou~tion'U4 ti.tit 
camps should be abandone4, inllates will be eva~t'4t· Ji; 

Pleasr; mvestigate truth of this infol'lllation and re.Pon r•'11lte,. 

'l'!US IS URB .BE!tN OAf.!LE · NO. J60. 
:-~ 

12:45 p.m. 
January 12, 1945 

1!iss ChaU:ncay(for the Sec'y) Ackermann, Akzih, Colm, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, 
Hodel, Marks, McCormack, Pehle, Files 

BAkzin:ar 1/11/45 J1 A 

{,.J...tl, f)t,/ 





·~.?¥~--
. ·.~···~·.······.··· . - ' - . . . 

TO: Secri..~t.ary of State, 

DAT:>O: Ja1m«r:y 17, 191;5 

In connection 1·1ith the follcr..,ing I11;1 S8Af:e please rcfel': to ·nepartmer1tts 

I flm informed by External J.ffoirs that in rt1spon11e to too inquiry 
,·:_" 

mad" by 'Wiscoe regarding the ru1uor that the Geifmans intonded to liquicta,t,.e_-: 

the inmates of the ho comps in r.:uestion, thay addressed inquiry to the 

Government of Ge!'frflny and then replied ns follows to nriscoe
0 

. . 
Reply f:roc1 the G1irr.an mithoriUes\to our inquiries a~cii:it. 

, ~.i\-- -~ ---~~--~-~-~ -----
the two camps, Oswiecim, and Hoss and Rirkeniiu., l'\il;s now been -

received by us, The (Jerm11ns state that the rumor. that it is 

their intent.ion to ext<;rnli,nate the Jews in thes_e,- c11m!:>s :is devoid . 

of all foundation, is pure _invention 1 and that_ the iiunBtes of 

these camps would be evacuated if· the. camps were to· he abarldoned. 
- - - -

I am ini.'orm<id h;i' Briscoe thnt. m;, mad~ J'.Q [lUbli.c statetienfli.~nd thP.t hri 

made no ~ti1tement onhis o>'in autho~Hy, but that he rrie~~~y fo~~u:rted ttte. 
'--~r': . . . - . - - - - - . . .. ' 

above to London to thh Jewtsh 11genciies~ ttic.§rlL, · For this-Z:e-~~on it see~s 

•.·. . .· :jlj' -. that the statement in- question is .merely the reply of the Governnien~ ~()f 
"'-~, 

Germuny to t.he inquiry of the Governrrent;. of Ireland, which is vouched for 

by neithsr Briscoe nor the Iriah Gov'9rn.r.tt;nt" · 

tcf( 
DC/L:LGtl:HW 1-19-1~5 

GRW 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1:1I·.i2 

By .B. li. Parks DateSEJt:. 1 1
912 
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DEPARTMENT OUTGOING ·t . bJVISIQN.OF' 
OF . .• ·. ' , •. . . ·· . ··CENTRAL SERVICES 

ST~E w·r-.T.: .. E .. ~. J;G .... RA. M " .... : .. ··.TELEGRA~H s.Ec.· "fio·· .. 
'M · · .. · 1 r • • I · 11 uanua .. ,_ "22. I · 19 .... 6 · ·· · .. • : .. Distribution of tr>uic·· · · .. ;· ·" · ·· ' :·, ..:< ~., :; 

~~~=~~~"f.._l:'i l 319 lPp.~. ···~~ 
~N . ,,, . . i i CONTRDL;coRY 

t~~ . ~· ' ·.. . . /~ .·. .··•···. .. .. ·•. ·•••· ...••...•.... ·.··· .. · 

1'he ·t.~l. low1!lB tor Hud~e a~ ... r .·· .Ho·····o .. lellan. d}~ trom··· .. ·De.pa ... tJ118nl.·: 
~ ~ an War Retugee Board. lf .• , .· · · . 
: § · Rete:renoe Department•e 19~ o~ ~anuacy i3,i::i~leh:Depar:tine~~·gt''~: 
g ~.d. . . . .· .. ·. •.· .·· ..•. ··· ·.. ., .. ··.· .... · .. •· > ..•. •· >;····. 
~1 ~~~ ernal Mtairn contirms .tlltit it .1nqu11'8d of Get'mart autp.or!;t1e11·.. . .·. 
~ ~- ~ . -- - - _' ·:. -> - _- .-- - --~--- --~:-· - ·:-~_:·_' ' - - _- :-~'_:.--:·:~-~--·::_-<>--::,..~/ ;.:. __ /< --·:·.<·; 

t'.~o cerning·.the rumor t~~~erman,~.· intenaed te>.,l1q~.1~~~>t~t!i~~'~s 

t ;kf\ amps pswiecim, Hoes and Btrklilau1~~aniLi~g,ftil~'.!iertliarisf43tfa'.1ed ··.··. 
l;~ ···.tna rumol' the.tit• 1a t11e1r i~tetii1~1\ t~~.ext;rlllinate tiie ~ew~ . 

.p 0 ··~·" 

,~ 11\D OtlmpS l$ P11X'~ invention devoid Of all touncbt.tlon alid t~t l'«+'.P. . . '·.. . .. . .... .. . . .... , . 

he . oamps were to be abandoned tiiel~ inmate,e weuid be 4'vacu~~~d •. 
Please· request·.sw1~e •. rolitieal•I?~P~l'i~erit·to·ffuoo~ G~rman 

ta~. been rioted· bt the· Goverru:ient of the unitedStat~~1.;anci tht!:f'tfil:o, 
.. f. • . . . : . . .• . ·. . . ... . . '·''1ij;;J:·· ·. ,. . •• 

Government aeoo:r<linglJ' e~pa9tsz that Je~tish a.nil ot;be~ t!IUMivors or·, 't 
_, .. _ - - - - --/:' - ---

tles~ . 

In view or the nea~e•o 
1

J~t:?J6::1'&~1i~~~~~Qf1~;~1L'(to "tn. tr-pnt; 

lt 1e urgent that the above oo~'l1i~~q91or~·~*~·Jel'ili.~6 aut.liol-1ue'1 
.•. . · . , ,. 11 • 11~(;1J1:JtTI!HOEB01.QXJ~PHO') ;; .. 

w1 th the greatest poeet'ble speec'l.l.fli{lHJEifM:D:FIM·:D '·, · · · ' . 

W.RIUMMV:KG 
1/P.2/4! WE 

Sfil:TfINl11G DECLASSIFIED. 
(GinV) ~ite Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

B~&ILl'ar~DaU.ljiP l$J~l~ . 
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C.ABLt To" 1.m. HUDDLE AND MR. 1'.!CJCLfil,L,UID, Jlil!LEGATION BERN, a1f!!rZBRLAND; FltO)l . 
DEPAR'l'llEHr AHD WAR )lliFUGEE llOAHP . 

~RQ{MT .. 
Reference Department• s 192 of Januu:cyi l.J, Idaµ Depe1•tr.11m~ of . 

Extorna1. Affnil•s confirm:.1 that it' iuqui1'uil, 0£ German autho:d.tiee. oo.­
.::Grning the 1"Ulllor tl1';:h G\lrmuna int.i:ilded tel, li,quida:~e. the inmatoa · c.t C!Upll 
Oswiecilli, Herne >'.nd Birkenr.u1 1:;.nd that the Gerniana. itip;Lied that the l'UllOl' 
that it ifl thel.r .int(lntion to exLllrmina:~e t)m J~""· in %heae i:iafllpa is iJur•. 
11wention dnvo!d of rill foundd.ion c.rid t.hab .if the om1ps wex-e to be 
nb1mdoned the.ir iti:~atee wQilld b0 fJV<J.(i\lutod. 

Please rr;quent SwieB .Pol:l.ticai. Depar:t;ment to i!U'o~ G~X'llllUl -Uf,rveJ:1l.;.. 
1nent t:i.;t t-he above rep11 of G(>Xman a-..itbor·i ties tp Ireland h8,s peen noted _ 
by the Government of the IJnitod &tataa, ulld tiw.t thia Govornm;nt .U.ccord1ngly 
oxpect.a that Jow).sh »nd ottor out·vivoi·a of thesi' and other concentration; ·· 
det(mt16n and lnbor camps in Gel'illftll¥ b.nd German-controlled t;el'l'ito27 will 
be .\<opt al.he by Ge1nan io.utho1·ities. · 

In view of the n"ai·ncr.H~ of Jsdocim arid m.rkenau to the· front,-''it~1-,,-~ 
urgcmttlut ·~he e.bove oonwunioation reach German authoritiei; wif,h the 
gref.tost \JOssi.l;>l.e ~peed. 

~~:l. 
~. January ~' 1945 
Miss Chauncey .. ~for the Se~~{.., Acker~n, 
Hod.el,. Marks, McCormack, rJ;.Zr' Fi 

BAkzin:ar 1/22/1,5 

Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois,. Gaston, -

__ _'.-: -·'=--





DEPARTMENT 
·OF' 

STATE 

·INCOMING 
TELEGRAM· 

· (vEN';.'~!t'~~Ri~cEs. 
.• .. , . ' . ::,J:: TELEGRAPH SECTION 

,. 

~i~~;f~ution o~ ,truE ~rn'din~ 42BErn; 
only by spECial arrangEmrnt DatEd January· 20~ ).945 
P II ~ 

REold t.11 p.ill~ 

. } 

SEorEtnry of StatEs, 

wa:hington. CONTRO[COPY 
416, January 20·, 3 p.m. 

v 
FOR WRB FROM McCLELLAND~ DE:partmrnt' s 192 

January 13 WRB 1 S 360, 

As rEportEd in LEgation 1 s 6818 OctobE·{ i2 
- _,- ·1 . - . _. 

GErmans issuEd prEss dEnial of any intEnt:l:On.J;o> 
.. '"~-· '.. . ·:----·-'---. ··. 

Ext Ermina t E inmat Es of Tu'l'iiEc:l.)h·anfrB1rkEnau· follow~ 
~~; 

/ ~ - . 

ing contrary rEport brought out b;\T; Polish circlrs 

in London that timE; 
- - - - ~ 

I haVE nEvEr bEEn ablE r'EcEi~E rEliablE con-

firmation of rEports<circulatEdthat gEhEral ordErs 
•· 

havE gonE out to s S co11tI'f>ll1ng. J?;rish~cafnps ·to 

kill all intE:rnEEs who cannot bE f.;,~_cuatEd in faoE 

of AlliEd .advahoE. · 

Bas Ed on a grEa·t. dEal of fragmrntaty linf,ormtt-
-4 

tion collEctE:d during past sEvEral months rEgard-'-

ing coursE· of Nazi policy toward .)Ew.ish dE:portEES 
- 't •. , '-• .-

in camps and morE particularly ~on vEry rtci::n4, 
., .,_, \) :,.,,:,', f\ . ' 

statEmEnts 1
" : ~ 
'·' 

j '., 

.: ' 

' 

i 

' 

I -- --~ I 

--C 



- . H~' 

-2-- #416,•-Jamiary 20~ 3.p.m. from i3'Ern·. 

~t<.J,~~~.pqt s ():f two in1;E'.:tJ.:\,gEnt ~Et\T!Elti·\~Q~~n_:w·b,o , 

. rEac}1Ed Sw!tz~rland du~i?g 'le_tE,_DEt;:ED!b~~?h~v;hg -: . 

. ~pEnt thr~E ·njpnths,1ii~AU~$c~Su\(d(!~~i~cim)J;igus'( 
through Q~tob~r 1944 ~vli~rE tl1~y ~frr~·.a~-Q.oftE,dfrom 

Draney Xat E Jouly i944 ~: I, think" it _c'f':i! bE ·r~{i-~bl;i 
statE(j. that Nazis he.vE: abaric'l.onE'a '·Ext'E'rminati~n ·df 

-. - - - - ·-- --:~· -- ------.· - -- ·_ --,--:-:_ ! 

JEws as a -~EnEral· policy'1".riil c~'bt1l_inl~- ~i.tj~~~;·":. 
capablE of wo:rkhig, On frtfiE:r harta.~thty ~sflow t~p..; 

drncy conti.buE Aoing awRy.:_ol;i ~!lla;U:.' scfilt ~nth' 

~:::·~!!::::~;"~:;ili~;~~tr::~Ji.g~~:~~;g~~~Jr 
bf .JEw,tsn i.rolTI'rn. - thE:y Wt:;rt:; ufiabfr_'_i;()_ooSE'rvE !!!9.Y~~, 

mints in· nlE~ 1 scamps _ _, •' wE;i;:·•tt~nsftrrEd from' ,,,r-irsai\T;' 
-_.-- . . -::--_ - - --- -~ - -_ - ,-;~-_-, ~ -- - ·_-;--_· ~-----....,.. --· - _....,_ 

. ::::~,L~::;:;~~~r:.:; :~~:::"~!:,~;J!f :'l~~;· 
~;~ ih appE\rtnt , Effpr~ op .'[)Rf:fof Grrmans td· :r'.i~hy1=: -

·- -':-_c __ :---'{·--

thEm ~f'rom chanc·E of 'c.a~.tii;rE iii '09 SE of' 

advancE .• 
-;>_~-

PrEsrnt rapid.:Russlii~' ~dvancE_wh:i; u11a.oubt:: ___ ...;..:. 

Edly. rEvE'.al ''-'hEthtr SS· Ex°tErmin11trn 

thE'y 



I 
I 

~ " .. _ .- ·. ·,-';·~- - -·-

thq. cariJ t .. Evacuate: sihqe:wJ:ii:>le:·:~ppEr Sht's;Lari 

industrial rEgi orf ot KatowiqE,, :sb1~li~ri. arid 
- - - - - -~ :· . '. -':' .· - -·. ,.·., - - - .' - . ·-

GH: i wit~ is 1~ppare:ritij .hohE/co~bE("]. .wj:i1{:w~r~ ceJiips 

of JE:wS dEportEd f:i-om al].' oqC,upi'E~ ():(.,f();~Er~~ oc-> 

b~pie:d. cou~trie:s ••• 
The:sE womEn ,thEmsd,v'f:~ wf:rE. trari~rt!'r.~:~\~~oh~ 
._... -, :_ --. -'. ~- _:;-, .-:/;-.::·: __ ~:.:-- .: .. ~: ~- ·,·--~---,~_-.~. -:~·: :·-<·'.:;·.::,.-...,·= --: '"\. 

with scimE 200 cithEr Hµnga;r>iE;tn anp.·~oQ ).i'rE,:ilch.canQ.·; 
-• •• • ~>~ :_- ';-"·r.'-·-··-- --·- •, 

Dutch JEwish womrn .from AJ~.schwi ti'cinoctohEr.· 31·••, 

to a work. camp at i'1Ei~skirc-llEn ~E::~; Kfat~a.y,., 

Sµdq1iarid·; . Th~~~:9~lfi~~J:~s~:~l'h~filll\ribth~sci;d~~p~EX_ ' 
·of JEwisbw'ork camps 'admin~sJ~rEd from cb~cE:p.ti'ktion 
camp of G,ros~rbsEri ~Esir.~xi~s·i~~; 

Tra~:st'Er .ot ~i~ilar grO~p h+<350() 

- Sl~~ak-JE:wishwolTIE:n '.fr6m Au~~61lw1ill'£~;~t 
• < ~ r 

-, 

. . - -:·- -. 'o-._· __ : ____ ~ - <.- .. -- - -
EVidEilCE-Of tn~·s InOVErUEht of 

0

J~wish_:•dEportEES 

GE:r!Ilahy ttS. Ta1Jor. 

shotting of_intErnEEB· oc.currEd ~In Aussehwitz, .. th13,t· 
- . . . -- . ~ - . 

thEy obsErvEd. the:r~ -as little: wanton brutality-in 

llsE1Ection 11 Of ill for e:°x:tErmination and EVErl s*i&:f 
slight 

_,- __ _ 



..--, \- -

--:::----

slight ~ffo:rit on party O~ crunp alitho;1'tiE:S·allow -..· ., ' . . -'" _,. -. - · .. ·-

thEm to rEcovEr. Natu;rE\ilynib;rtality ra,~'E ~n ill 

such WOrk .camps ls fligh~dUE mainly to un~b:•. 
nourisnmEnt unhygiEpi~. cohditloris and i~pcla~iy·· 

._ • - • • • : •• , • > ·~ ._ • .::- ... _· -. - : ~ ,_.. 

to ExpofJurE for :iack of suf:ficitnt qloth:l.rig, .·· 

J: · sJ:iall . contfn~E to :rEprirt, apy fµrthEr. rE~­

liablE findings along thi~ un8which I can ~a.11:.E. 

HUDDLE 

WSB 

-·~:--

- ":"~: ' .. 
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FROM: 

TO:·.· 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

· .. - _. --~ . ' 

PARAPHRASE· OF TTIJLE(}nM.r ,SENT 

Tffe 'secretacy\or stat~, wash.:t.ngton -Tne 'Al)tericau Embassy; Moscow··· 
Jantiai•y 22, 19.!1·5' 

)( 
134 

a 2 . CONTROLGOP~ 
URGENT 

-_ - -_ ."- - - .'.- - -.. _.···: . -· 

From the Depar~ment and. vf ar Refugee Boa).'d~ 

It. is feared .t:!J.at, Hr line wit~ the r~\)ord :or ttle# 
- ~ ,':,:_-· ' .. - -.-- _·--;: ,_- -~- .-.-.-f,,··.-

pa,st. cruelties, Ge1•mans wi~l massacre Jewish-and oi;her s~;.. 

vi~ors in camps Ausehwi~ (Os'\ve!cimJ arid Birklnau n~ar: ~t~o-~ 
wftz and other camps in that,,area~prfoi> to ret:i-.eat~<~:P1ease'- . 

. ·. -_ - -~... - ;-: ___ .:-_ :.--·-~-<- \~(. :~-~---~---~i_;: -'.·-: :·-~~~--<;~-~~-- -.. -.. _:_-_· ___ --·:-.:--~~-:<-~- ~ ... -._·.<,-, 
suggest to Soviet authorities the ;urgaricy of addressing suit-.; · 

> ,,.--; .· ·.· .. ' • .. ·.·. '. ''. .·· ' ' ' 
able warnti1gs by radio and ;Jamphlets to Germans in :those 

!Oc?.;tibies. <xi~:vie\i.i of 11earness of.. sov~etf'orces it'1~.:t'ei'!;· 

t~~~ sucn viarrtipgs bY.. the111 would b,e 11~ll)f'u~ a~~~'~rf~cti;~. ·.·. ' 
Please also taise wlth Soviet a'llthorlties the'fE!a.Sibilfty o.t' 
their ·taking 4i{'.'ect ·1110isures.icrr .th.e protection of campJr#iltes. 

Ai indica.tfon·whetb,er Ge1•uiaris con;tinue. thei:r' pbhci 
' . -- _, .: .- --· . .·. --

o:r 0xter~5.natfog rem&ininei.:JeWs prBvicms 

.. ·---- ____ _'._ -- __ ·.j 

i · .. r-, 
. i 

1-
i. 
' I 
I,· 

·1 
I 
! 



I 3 "f ~ J;h~~/.f~~ 
'@ 

OABLE TO AMBAS~<ADOR HARRillAH, llOSCOW, FROlf. DEP/!JifUENT 4Nr> WM miuoJt& BO.Aiu> 

~ 
l. It is .feare~ tlUA.t, in line. with the record 01' their' .PA•t' 

cruelties, Germans will massacre Jewish and other surviTors in Qe.lllps 
Ausoh11it1 {Oswiecim) and Birkenau near l{attowitz und oth"r c:u1:1r111 ::Ln., 
that area prior to retreat. Pleaae· suggest to Soviet authorities the 
urgency' of addreuaing sUi table warnings by radio and pamphletm to . . 
Germans in thoae looal1ties. In view of neexness of Soviet .foroee Ui is 
felt that rmoh warn:l.ng13 by them would be hEJlp:fUl 1.4M e1'.t:eciti·fo~ Ple•~6 
al.so rdse with Soviet 11utharities the feasibility of thei,r taking ·. · 
direct mensu1·00 for. the pi·oteoUon of the 01.1111p 111111atos, 

2. As indication llhether Gerrua?ls continue their poli<ly' ot exterlllitl­
uting re•mining Jews p1·evioup to reti·e~t, l'illil is .aJlXious to l1ear whether 
6o,OOO to 801000 JeVI~ reported in ,Lodti ~ i'ew !llOnlihs, ago 'lfere i'ou¥id aliVeo 
Plense inquire and r&port t.o Depu.rt.ne;µt arid ~. · · 

. .[ 

January 22, 1945 

Hiss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBoi~ ;· Gaston, 
Hodel, Marks, If.cCormack, Pehle, Files 

l3Akzin:ar 1/22/1>5 

¥' 

~·. 





oU..IC.nMJNG t DIVISION OF ... 
l'.t"l~w·ot'SiliTE L.;;NTRAL SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE . TEf:.'!1dlNAM· -

. :;~~~~ution or 1:,:u~AN 26 All 9 ~"'n ~;::t;;;~:;;.ON 
reading only by s41gr~~p;r!GA TIONS Dated January 25" l9Ji5. />/, /., .· 
arrangement ' 9tHDHf:COfWS Rec•d 10:10 a.m. </-;?fi.M-:~.'-·· 

(LIAISON ) . · · · · · 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

526; January 25, noon. 

FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLAND 
' -"-· < 

substance Depnrtment' a 36!03/'\:Janmi.~y 22, was 

delivered in an urgent note to Federal Political 

Department on January 24. 

RR 

_f; 
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PAf:APHRASEE' {jf TELE(irtiult SLN'l! 

FROMt Secretary of State/ Washihgtoii 

T01 
,, . . ·.:. '._ ·. 

American Legatioi1,; Dublin . . 

DATED: Jammry 221 1945. 

mm;nER: lo 
a 

URGENT 

FI'om Department and ~a~ Re.fugee 

Reference youx•, 9 o;i, Ja)luary Ho 

Plei:ise oxpI'esa tg {x;i~h aJ.lth:~~ities thisc{fove~~ ~':' -
mentts appreciation of their hU1J1an<Lin1tiatj°'v~ in the m;;i:tter · 

of threat~med Jewish fomates of GeZ.ri;an·c~mpso , ; - . - -- _- . . :._- -. -. --- ---- ~- - ~~.. -~~:;.; < 
In this· coniiect:i'on, DepartriienLand~WRB·w'C>ti1d ·-

·;·_o ___ ·.:--.. ·~'.'·--:- ·--~·,a;. ___ ·~--~-·-_c..-~---- - • - -. .· • • 

grea tlY appreoia te it J.f Ir·is11,gbv~i>hment ~tii:il.ct; 

Governmen_t that th<> reply ()f Germirn authoi-itief'j to:~I:r'e~and , 

has been noted by the G1)yernment of the<United Stat'elf, and 

Gover~ent a CO():J'dingly' expects _tq~t ~Jewif.jh; and 0 Cithez.';~lll'.VtVors' 
of thes·e and othe~ ccn<$entratioh:. d~tention and'lal:i'cir camps 

in Ge+nfrmy 'aiio-Germali•contro:J:leCl territory'.wi11 _be;"Jfept.alf'/~ 
. --

r by Gernia11author.1ties • 

. '.tn vj_~w of t_he:· n-earnass of Oswiec'im and Birk~~~ to 
. . • ~,, . . . _- • . • ·.-.· ·. . '. ~ •· "c~·- .f'._ 

the front; it is Urgent that .the .above-.;,fOnrmunfcal:ion reach 

German nutho;i:-ities with the greatest possible speed. 

,-,-.,_.-; . .,,,_-,_.-,· 

·'-''·'·: 

STETTi~~ius 

DEOLASSJFmn -, 
State DeptiP,~r. 1·11-71 

.. By & H: P~k;:~at.....la 1 1912 
-l..-; 



.;t·o .:.-,-f-z,-"zC}tt-:' ' 
G>. 

CABLE TU AMLEGAUON DU13LIN, li<ELAND, FROJi{l>E.f'Al\'J'MENT J\lID WAR RmJGEE.no.Afui 

Rcfornnoe yo\U" 9 of J1musry 17. 

Please expreos to Iri$~ authorities this Gove:l'lllllent'e·•pprecia~lon. 
oi their liU!I!ttlle: ini tiativo in tho :i:atter of threatened Jewish illlllates of 
Ga1'"1~e.n cwnpp. 

In this connection, Depro:-tment and ~lID would greatly •ppreoia~G it 
if Irish governm~nt could ini'Ol'l!I German Government tliat the ropq of 
German nuthori ties to !:rel.and hall be1m noted by the Governmtint of t~ 

·United Stat<Jll, and that this Oovsr.nment accordingly exµeots that Jew1•h 
and other mirvivOJ.'S of thGae nnd other conoontrntio)'ii detention ai1d,labor 
camps in Germeny r.nd Ger.!llf!n-controlled territory wtll be· kept illive bf 
Genmn autili>l'i ti.<lf!. cf · . · 

In v:leu of the nearness of Osw1eo1lll and Dirk~ns.1,1 to the front, it 
ia uri;ent i.ha:~ tL'" above coiem1.m:l.ci:.tion reach German o.ut!lodt:tE>s With· the 
greatest. pos&ible BJ?eed. 

January 22, '1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec•y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, 
Hodel, !larks, McCorm11.ck, Pehle, Files 

BAkzin:ar 1/22/45 

.>!. 





• 
FR0'4: 

. w~m.J . . ·.···.· r~ .. '~ ~ . . .c 6 ... ·.· . 
. . ··(6'~} 

PAqAPHHASE 0F.. TELF.:GR/lll. RECEIVED /'"J~'A • . 
~·. -.,/' 

American LegP.tion, Dublin 

TOI Secretory of State, '·las1 ington 

DATED: 

NUMBF.R: 

Janusry 29, 1946 
';( 

19 CONTROL COPY·· 
~ 

I have re.eel ved a letter l(hls morning from ~·!e~e eaylng thEit 

immediately upon receipt of my letter he ,.,ired' I:rlsh ·charge in 

Berlin instructing him to make repreMntetions in the Hi!!hf!d for 

sense. Refer to your cable of Janu!'<ry. 22, n~reservfc13d~tiri~ 
received on January 25 and paz•aphrased at 0nce end qeliv.ered t-r1tli 

covering letter requesting appropriate action to Ext;.erne!~Affilrs. · 

I have thanked 'falshe for hls prompt act). on,_ in>four name. 

" DC/L:VAG ~ 1/31/46 

·GRAY 

»! lflJ I \:; iU ·;;Q 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Pept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. l:I. Parks Da~..s!.e.,. 11972 
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DATED: 

NUMBERi 

.Jarniary 
.·1..' 

·238 

hlit .. 
·I have r~~nded .. the Fo~e{g~ •Office, 'in .co~fdrfu'ii; Wi t}l\h~. 

'desires express in mes~age of January g2 .f~6rii the:n~pkrtmE;lnt, ' 
No~ 1J4, that •. these ~conceritrat,ion dn)pS e?st arid th{i~ it}~( 
possible that they may contain victims .of>N~!i;~ perll€'.,9,iJ.,\i.~\ln }l.;~f;Ll• 
The interest of the. War Refugee Boa:rdriri i;heiwelfi!reF,l)..~i('11;h§~it1!/: 

.. People and in suchlneasures ascar!.[>e ta,ken for;th,ei!j,pftoteati,ori •.·. 
has been expressed by rne, No ·infor~tiOn~~'\Yith regatd.·t.o tbe · ' .. 
c:l v:i.lian1 popula tioris of •the areas,, 9clyered~'!Jy/the .·recent' a.<!Y!1.!l9Eis _'of 
the Soviets hai:i as yet been re],.eased by,tpe Soviet (}()verl'l!llen:t;;, · 
and tha fact that. this quei:ition 'j,s: lo()ked upon as; a militart.:lrF· · 
secret for'the time being is ob:Vious;;· FurtheJ;'.m()r~, .. the ~9\ifet·· 
:Foreign Office lias >not been willing :Ln im;Y' tiase'.to' divulge.'•. 
·inf ormatioh . of this · kirtci to mY'. • lmovfledge: ·It ill. d oub+;:(\11',l~h~ther ... ·. ·.· 

;~cf ~~~:~:~iH~~~.~·~}~~1H~;i~::f :c~~?:?t~t E,~l~;~f~~~~~!:~~· · 
last September . about the Jews in Lodz., 1;lle ji'oreign Qff¥.¢. de•· • <. 
reply that :lt was 'not al)le to furnish us ariy infbr]n1!t:i,qn .that 
matte!' and.ref.erred ·us tp the'•Po],i'sh· Natioi'la.f·ci:inupr;t~e'. c\_,:;.; . 

. Liberation; a sirnilarat:titiidewill betaken in tffe present> 
insj,a!lc~:, I have no d<?U~_t. . 

.·The. Ernbass:V ha~ l!lade~~~#;~l:tort'ta~~¥fg#El i!1f~.~~~j,iqg'.ci~ .· 
the . fate of,. the . Jews in 'R.ussian<coritrol1e'd tEi):'#'tori~ · · s >tbEJ.> 

~~~t~~;~~;~tg~ji~~~llt1~1~· .. 
to those territories which is ·similar to that secufed~fr.om~ussian 
.controlled ter~itorids."' · · '. · · .· ·ili '·· '' · . 

nc/L':LC\'f:AN 
1.:..29-45 

KENNAN 

1.!:iss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) ·ACkermann, ,\kzin, Cohn, 
Ga.ston,. Hodel; McCorinac'k;. O'Dwyer, Files 



.- ~ 

-~ 

..... ····· .. ··· .. ··.·. 

. ~ 

·j 
-:.io==-'--



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

DCG-1651 

INCOMING ' DIVISION OF 
· \ .. ,ENTRAL SERVICES . 

TELEGRA~.·: ... ·~.··1\,J5Q;.EGG.RA RA. ·····P.~ .... ss·7· c .. ··:.1.T···' 100· ... ~ ·, ... ·. · .. ·. OEP.1,~T·'}?·:.·1; 1ob~STi\Tft WY>;- \J~ l<Pj-(~f/ ·. 
Dublin · · .·. · · )/?~· .. 
Do.tEd FEbruo.ry 6, 1945 · .. .__. ... · •. · . 

REc'c1 5:25 p.m. -~-::j· 

SE':crEtary of StatE, , 1 

in BErlin mudE inquiry as instructEd and was infc..rmEd .that 
- - ~' < 

inmatES of thE two camps in quEStion hv.d bEEJl. EvucuatEd to 
, .:•,,:-:.. ·. _,,,:.-

points in thE intErior. Irifl~r.Eprgsi::~ta_l;.~VE·i·of~oursE, 
,' ·:7:·~~;;-~----~ - : --. -- .· . 

makEs no suggEstion as to truth or falsthood of this 

rEply. 

GRAY 

JUS 

'. :' 

j. 

i 





E':mr: 

TO: 

?J\:~,17I1N.U 01" J.':.:L3GHAH. i-GO:]IIJ7:;D. 

J\.'i:el'ican .i;nbuDsy, l'.!osco>i via Ai•my 

Secrutary of 3tHto, :/ashington ·. 

Jt'obrnalJ' 6, l.945 y 
342 

'l'he followins 1'Jei:Jsosu for the War .Herugee Botfl:·<I and 

for the Depart:-e nt in t.rm.oHi ttod. 
. .. 

ln connection t:,e ro;; l th "0lcnso,0::ioo · Doµ:n;tfrient 's t oiet::ram 
- 1"_£ 

of Ju111wry 22, l~o. 134. 

. ' 1'!lore lwvo a11;Jet1red in the pl'ess o.r Hua slii. o 1nc e .oaptL\l'.O 

of tho citjr by Soviet troops two item::i VJith ree;o1'q to ~lie· 
.(, i i Osvn.ec :n concontrnt on cur.w. 

frori ·1eronf;Jzh Oblest is quot·ed in an ort:lci!ll 6or'!Pluniquo :for 

Jtu~uar:r 31 to t!1e or1~cct that ·the flfrr:iber oi' priso!1eri:i varied 

:1etv;oen 15 and JO t!'.wu~imHi' u t triis cam:;>~ ::01.1011 and r:On Hho 

s-;eclal fuz·naoes their bodios V.'ero ·imnwc. •. 'l'J1ose i:.r i::.i oners nho 
-~~~-'-:- -~ -- ~ 

\:ere fit 

:1eoplo ;·;01'e tortured on d killed by hho Gerrndlfs in the (:°amp. ,,.. 

A s:iecfol ertlc.le by iJ front oorrespo-\}dent in Om;lieoim 

!IUblis:wd in :'HJ\'!DA for j'cbrt1E1ry 2 ~Gsci·iben in oonslclerable 

uetnil the 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept .. Letter, ,1-11;79 

B~ & H. Parks Date-SEIL. 1.197t 

,_:_:.-
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C:.t1tail the arran ·~or-er.ts and OF'.r.nb:u tlon :l'or tlle mosf:i murder 

of pr:i.sonors c.:t this camp. 'rlw slze of tho camp particularly 

!m01resseC. the corresy-.oncient. It is re901·ted that·"iooal. 

ln!,abit1rnts rolete that in 1941, 1942, rrn<l tho e1;1rly port,or-
~~ 

1943 five J; o e ir;llt trolrrn lor:;dod to cu;iacity arri v~d at· the 

cerrp ouch day f'ron tllo occupied are~w .of C~~eohooloyakia;: l'oland, 

tl1e Jo,.-iet Union, Y1.1r;o1Jlnviu Ellld .i·'rance.. Spoolal orouo bm. · 
t:,o traina i1;to t:1e car:::p anG. no train wus evHr seen to return 

Y: .i. tli r•tiSsan,:~0rs on hon rd. .l!'ollo\'rin,:· riisclosur e of th·o .aoorets . 

o; tile J~njdenel( concentration cam:p neor Lttbltn. ciurinz tmi- !}fi'st--:--

your t:;e Gm:·::·:Hns uro re'1ortC:J<1 to !-.ave cli m'iantlod rnmj• or:: their 

ir:s-:;ullationo ~t Om·:iocln and to Lave rne.cle un eff'ort to\.effaco 

t:.o traces of t.heir crinen ut this camp~ InJc_t2.ti...clnnton the 

correspondent !,ltateo that ho tl1or2srinr1s or .tortm·ed 
- - .. -· 

the. :-iod< arny's rapid. ·-
it is if.1poosihle t.'.) r;uess end as bein~ exhausted to ·the point 

-,::.ere they swuyod li:ro. s!;admO's irt the Himl. 

irlic1~t:ton as to ;·J;c1t ;1ro~)o1·tloh of f;hese s1u·viv6rs vrnre ~Jews, 
:"'·:1t-

!r. t:~linrticlo. 
--- - . 

i1e'.;ar<i lr.·:. tlie inquiry Dat'e by. the :Jar Heft1(~e~ Bcni.rd~ 

Ci.mcorninr; the I!lll!luer of Jevrn suryivinc; in Lodz, arf .Aimrican 

corros;-;on(:ezit rotnrnin;:'. yos',;ere'ay fron a visit thur,;·: st'ti.t~s that 

he was i11forn0d that t~10ro Y1ore only 829 Jm:u surviv:iE'; from a 

po<Jul'1':tion of' 

i 

! 

. I 



-.3~ 

population of 250,000 bofo1•0 the v1a:r. About 150 Oermuns 

remained behind in Lodz, lie ntated in addition-~ 

KENN JIN 

.---'-

r- '--I ,,._ . --· r t 

DC /L: L0\1: I::EM 

2/8/45 

--.·._;· 
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lt'ROM: 

TOI 

DATED: 

}!UMBER: 

US URGENT 

l"araph;rase of 'l'elegra.m.Received 
v' . 

American Emb&.ssy, London 

Secretary of State, 'Jaah1ngton 

January 20, 1945 

7l5x 

1 Li££!!21& 

Czech Government and various Jewish groups have approached 

the Russian Embassy anrl pointed out.poss1b1l~ty thi:tt Get-mans 

will make lo.st minute effort to ext~l'lllinate every one in the . 
camps at Bisohwitz and Dirkenn'u es the Russian armies ral)Pi'oa0,h • 

. . / 
Already they h&.ve requested the Russian Governmen'f to reaoh 

camps a.t e1;1rliest moment poaai°Plt'J a.nd to ~nde~vo~:.to15ro;ide-~ .· 
- -"i':~:.- - :f-----.------~--:. -- - . - . ' -- -

every available means to ?roteot persons _fl'om sli'iughter itt 

the last minute by German1}. Russian J3mbass.y he.a irom1sed to 

forwe.l'd such request to Moscow :r am 1nfQrmeid. The same groups 

in e.pproaohl.ng me have 1naif.itad I 6ommu111oate. anxht.Y to the . _-

\tar Refugee Board e.nd request th.at. attention of 8oV1et 

authorities be direoted to matter in cable to -clfoscow.; Iii 

vl.'ew of .the f.F·.ct thnt the Ruse1ana have lo~g be~n .~ware ~f 
the situation and aware ot.th~ir reqµest in the matter !·have 

·ii 
advised them I doubtei.l. any 1.rnet'ul purpQse \:l~llld be sEt~ed bqt 

that their wlshea would. be communicated-to you by me. 
j 

FROM MANN TO Pli'.HLF.:. 

DC/L:Atof:MEM 

1/21/45 

W!tMNT 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
OOPY;DC/L;i. _.d TELEGRAM 

... · . OIVISION OF 
' _ £NTRAL SERVICES . 

· TELEG .. RAPH SECT!.QN .... :· .. 
Wa-v•~·~· 

PLAIN · .. (~··W#-j· .. ··• KEM-724 

Secretary of State, 

Wasbington. 
'i 

6818, Twelfth. 

Bern 

Dated October ig, 1944. 

Rec 1d 4:05 p.m. 

DEPARTMENT.OF STATE 

JAN24194S 

~~r:llUJllD$ 

Berlin despatch, llth, states offleial circles· 

tbere declare reports o1roulated_by Polish Governm~nt 

at London that Germans<had. oarriect_out._mass e:xeoutJons 

at Auschwitz and Birkenau ooncentratfori camps:w-ere 

devoid of any foundation as were similar reports 

circulated reoentlyregardingPruschkow aamp. 

HARRISON 

_i 

L__ 
.. j 





DEPARTMENT 
.. OE .. INCOMING 

TELEGRAM 
DEPAHT:>iErlT OF STATE 

.' - -

DI VI.SI ON OF"• : '• 
CENTRAL SERVICES . STATE 

JMP-592 
Distribution of 
reading •nlY by 
arrangement.. i 

Secretary of .State 

Washington. 

Dl'/'"'011 Of" ,. . 

£./!. .• .· .· > · .. ·· .. 
M£;.'·- ·'- _. -

~-·~RA-PH/<TlrN 
. . .·· .. ·. '-j 

Februaryfg, i945 . 
noon 

CONTROL COPY 

I 
.· .. j 

1---·--Q__-.;....) 

9f1, February 9, noon 
x 

W'RB FROM MCCLELLAND I . 
I ,. - Department's 368, Januarjl' 22 and Legation' a ~-20, 

Legation has .received following repi~- to its. urgent .. · 

of January 24from federal political department, 

Division of Foreign Interests: . 11;1?.ertinent ·P•totions 
-.- ·; - - - -. 

of the Legation note ve:l?bale of Ja,nhary_24 co~oerning 
- - . - ~- . 

the fate of Jews interned i_n camps in Upper Silesia 

were brought to attention of GE)rman For(')J.i~ Otr1.;o'e -ofl 

J a~ifary 27 • 
-. 

In tl:ie message contain~lng this~1.hforlll,~tion, tee 

Swiss Legation at Berlin add.s that;_accordiQ_g te-:iri~ 

formation. suppl$ed by p13rs6ne who hac;I. witnessed these 
·'. j ... ,. "'.' . 

events, an attempt was made to evacuate the 1internees 

from Auschwitz on foot under. ,deplorable. co.ndi tions. 
,_. . -. :' ---:: .. ; -1 J 

It'has'. not been possible to obtain further in.., 
- -. : >' "" 

fo:i;-mat10.n~concern1ng this exodus;•\ ·~E~~·."·of. Swiss answer. 
DECLASSIF!ED,., 1, ~-Ii 

State Dept. Letter;.1.11-72 . ·Fact that 

ll1 .B. H. Parke Date-$£t?.. 1 1972 
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., 
'. 

-2--; #911 1 Fe9ruary 9\, nocin ~ from Bern 
·; f··. 

Fact_ that greater part .i>t i~terneea ·:z,eme,irifog:i~< 
.- .- · - : --: - =. · • - · ·- , ·------iv.~· .. :._, __ >_·; .. _ 

Auschwitz at~moment o:f Russfon ady'anqe were evaou1ft:'ed 

on foot has. been'..pt,~:t'AJ::~ed t~ ine't?>b~ oth~r souroes• ·­

Re!)orts (unconfirmed) here ~h·sw~tzerf~rid;~ve-lt~hB:t 
~ < : _,z;>c- .• __ · ... ··.-··.·- ·.' 

'oniy 2 tcL3000 ~oti1a_were fopnd, in Auacht,,i_tz at .time 

of R1.ls'sian occupatfon~ 

HUDDLE 

WMB 

- - - - -- --

,-: . 
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I 

FROM: 

TO: 

Di~TED: 

NIDOOR: 

PMW'IIRME oF T-=~ imad:.rot~J 
~rioan Embaas~, Uonoow via}/ar . ·~·. 
Secretary of State·, Washington. . 

February 9, 1945 
-;( 

378 

W EEE&!llJM 
CQNTRDL 80PY 

'i/ith refe1•enoe to Deportment's mesaose No •. 1J4. of 
January z.2 and Embassy's cable No. 2)$ of .Tanua·r~ 26, tlie 

. . I'· ·· .. ·.· .. ·. . . 
1'ollow1nB information was givon the NEW YORK TDIES Moscow· 

correspondent when he l'OCJ.lleSted t'he .Pol.is'h ;~ess .Age~~y· 
recently for information which it hac1 vrith regard to t.he 

J 

Oswieoim ueath camp which the Soviet Army has recently 

liberated. 

Thero were Czech, Yugosla~,--fiuto]J0 :F'i;e~(lh a~d ·.Balgian·· 

nati.onals amon~ the nppro:idm11:tely 4,000 prisoners Who were 
liberated !'rom the camp. Due to stlfferine1 Ovel'\'1ork·atid hu,ry~or 

survivors we1•e oxhausted. Steps were taken i.mraed.iately: by the°' 
,, ./ . --. -.-_ -;-"~~·-c-··-::· ............ · .. 

Govern11ent or l'oland to alleviate the condition or those who 
---- ... ·--c-·:cc-c-- •./· .· . . . . .) 
were national_s ~~:!:'-t_l1:E)_l.ini'!;ed N1:1tions ~ Tvro sl~ipments of the more 

g;g-;~tly- need~d--~~;1,ii~s' wi3re ~~-~t-tiy 't11e Pr~yisfonal Goveiofuneiit.· "tn. ~' : . 

· on 1''ebr1iary 7th fol:' the so liberated individi1als, despite: the, 

shortage In l~oland of necessary e:oods. 

end rae~icines comprised .. the shipments. 

' ' .· 

Flo~'•. f~~-~, rileal ~ aonp~ 

DECLASSIFIEO . 
State Dept. Letter; MMll ·· · 

··. 1197i a. &Parka natA.SfP • · ·. JJJ ___ .. 
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FloL·: 

·ro: 

.( 

r.:.H .P::;.: 
/ 

<P:i(l;~B-­
:i -.c~;rv .::i ~-·--

ii.I'le ri cr-,n :'.:":mbassy, J.'.os cm·:· vi a :,t'my 

:::ecrot ary of Sto.t6, .'iashillf;ton , ·• 

I!'ebruary 17, l94ki 
I' 

451 CONTRHt ~OPY 
.'h·· l'olJ m:in··· is for :ur ·~r,fug"c ;;oarcl 's inf'or~:•1itiori. 

You are a(;·· in r'.:i'o:·rc:. to r:,y f.iessa ::. r.o. 378, ~-:~teci :iiebruqi-y. · 

~. :·ith rw:'-'"· l.o com,itions ?..t OswiecL: ( Gei·~unc011cen1;rr~i-n 
f"'-

C' PFJ), 
l 
[ _'\He .i:olist ini'ormut icn s~l'.'vic:~ l;r:s 

- -- __ j'_ 

i'ron u i·clish co:Tes-pond·nt 1;;'.ieh says t>nt t!:.:~ Gorr:U-:ns begon t,6. 
c'f'~:cmte prisoners f1•0::.; tl:c cc1;1p on i'cbruary 22 ~f ts!;· .yeTg,; 

160,000 11:orsn1s t'l'lre 

ing to tl:i s report. 

yeur e.nc1 the final liquid0tion began on J'..;nuary 18. · 'l'hose -pr,rsoi:ls 

un::ble to l'lal1~ o.t t;La t ti mo were· snot anr~ only 6, oco roma ii:ied 

tborE;_ J;muary 21. Only tl1e TiedArmyis 1''.•St adve-nce saved these~ . 
. -· . . -

··:onmn, children :md old uien from .;ar$aw in a< •. ition to"citi?.ons 

oi' ull .'.uroper-m nations vmx·c inclmlc3d citnbnfr. the ifu11)tos• -Inc 

'l'ho Gecmims 

J~turd:-red four. t;1ill ion !1:' ,.,,:-.:rns of' trienJ;y-eit'1lt national it10~ at 
: - '--=;~ - '~ ~._(~ ,:-t~" _-. 

tho canp, uc-ordinf; to st:,;tonrmts oi' prisoner~ tl1ere. _ 
. _- -\~· 

.• spnC:5 Of more than fifty SClUOI'R kilometers f!US covered by 

tJ;o c1.•r:ip :-::nil -r, numbo o'.' f'c:ctorii;s ;"'ere h•.i1t in the 1.1rca. ,, . / / 
G~soline 1.md synttetic rubber ·'· ctorios n.s vrell r's f£wtories of 

tho German 
DECLASSIFIED . 
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• •• 
- i;. -

the ae1'an l"nrbon Ind ustrie a;'lon(i these. · No wag,;s were paid 

to prison lnbor ::mc1 persons who b<Jcamo exh<;ustfld wore orr,:r;~tcd., 
,:. . - . 

'I'!1ere ·.,ns ·t up et OsniGcL: rn1 oxperimen tal V>oor(!tory using 
I 

prisoenrs. T.xpm.•imon ts on i;tifioiQl_ :i/e,minntion werc;, condµcted 

b:r two Ge .. r::an doctvrs, '.Jchuman '.'!lO Y .. 1.'.Jmbc·•t, .hen these doctors 
., 

·,·:1~rro crer'fl te1· • 

A dc~;cei;>tion oL' s: . .rste:cs of tortu~b u.so~ on pri sor;_er_~;_ y;q_~_, 

..; 
cu:_p ··· i1ic'. -is 3 for.· 

f'ro1:i a~· saw :f'ollm·:iw:- th" upr.i. sine amorig tl:1is g:t'oup. 
0

0nJnni1ary 

21 a totul or 983 women com:rirised the 1·.ernlc; .Pop1ilationat Bras~;;. 
" '_ ,__ . - . ·-, 

zinslc1. 29 Yugoslovs, 618 Jerrn, 20h'reb.::ih; 314 

29 Ge:·:nans '.'nd ~-.2 I·!;olihts r10re anorig these. 

DC/L:GP .. LJ·f 
2-19-<:ti 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL CONGRESO JUDIO. MUNDIAL 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N; Y. 
LONDON 
55 New Cavendish St, W l ·_~AB~ES:··coNGBESS~ _NEW :yoal 

. TELEPHONE: . Claci.B 6' 190( 
GENEVA January 9th, 1945 
37 Qnai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientea 1979 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi P.O. B. 471 In reply refer . 
MONTREAL t 0 HO; 300 
1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 1744 

~34 

War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D.o. 

Attention: Dr. Benjamin Ak;ln 

Dear Dr. Akzin: 

We would be very grateful if you '.yioUJ.d g~ve 
us your reaction to a cable we received se'Vera,l>da.ys 
ago from London, according;_ :to wl}ic.h thg.Gerraan · 
authorities say that the rumorV'that-i{ is their. 
intention to exterminate the Jews' in Oswiecima.nd 
Bilkeni.JU camps is a pure invention and devoid oLali 
foundation~ According to the cable, if. camps are to 
be aba.ndoned; inmates will be evacuated~ ·. ·· ... 

. -_ ·. -

I believe that this rumor is .of the greatest 
importance ,and I am sure that you, will be able, through 
your channels, to investigate· its>founde.tions. . . ·.· · 

As soon as]! receive El. fuller r~port rega.rding 
the above, I.wilLriot fa:il to 1nformyoti'about it~ 

~· Ai· 
Sincerely yofu?s, 

KRG: tl 

i 

i 
·-t 
L 
i 
! 

I 
I 
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DEPARTMENT 
,·-OF 

STATE 

INCOMING DIVISION OF 
l'.ENTRAL SERVICES. 1-

TELEGRAM / • ' ~;;¥"'%~ i. 
ELP-444 
Distribution 
rEading only 
arrangEmEnt, 

. BErri · . - · 

Dat.<d F<b~~l?;~f'"-4 
Rte 1.d 1: 15 p;m, · 

-~)~'- - . . ·. 

/ "''"liMiNror,r,,IJ,- . . SE~rEtary of StatE 

Washington. 

· .. ___ t{4m_·_r __ -·~ ·_ .. · ':n .• __ C::.
0

--_-. ln_•y_ .• _ •.. . ·· 
7~4, FEbrunry/, 1 p.m, ~---Y ·.· r. _.-. 
FOR i"iRB FROM MCCLEL-J!i,ND 

?•_ 

In lim vii th LEga tion 1 s 416, Jnnunry 20:, •-Exc)).t1ngi:-e:s· 
I . . 

from BEre;rn BElsrn (BB) rrnrnhy in sv/t\:?;Erlnnd.. 
- - , . 

REport Ed that Uf!wnrds of 25 ,oo() mE:n and wofurn 

(fEV!ish) d:por_:EES=~~ i¥JBB q1rly~irl\January f~Om 

·-~cl .:~~-oinihg~UP.!? .. :.:_3t~ES~!2!11~ ,ThEy 1:1frE·-· 
11housEdii undEr most primitivE1 Q,onditi~r1s in tErits}nBB' -

and will~ it apprnrs, bE transfErrEd progrE•ssiVElyto• 

othEr parts of GErmany as<labor~ 

ExchangEES from BB V/ErCih state: of acutt l.n-idE'.r..:· 
?.7-!f.~~ -

nourishmrnt, th!'E,E -having ·di~d guring.J;hd.r~s1;ay hfrE •' 
-_:.--- - -:~;:-__ ... -.- ._- - _- __ .-____ :-;, 

I haVE 'EvEry rrnson to bEliE\i~. this situ;tion is far frbm -f 
- . . -.. _·. ._·. - /, .. ·. -·.-· _-. 

confinEd to BB but.~ connnon -to alL GEt>mrin ~oncrntratiop - -·:t 

camps, and dEportEE_v_~_ork comp_ani_·Es:i'"" F~ct __ ~h~0ttEns'2 of_ -
~-. -

thousands :of intErnEEs in similar or vrnrsE_ physical_ con.,. 
j' .' • ~) ... - __ ,,, ~: /_ .'j >~ } ' _-' .' 

dition_ o.rE liablE to bE found c.s ,G·trhiany ·.fS_ occupiEd by 
__.., 

fdliEd forcES should bE drm·m to attmtion of' COmpEt_ErJt 
'J •. ·-,; ,; ;c· ... 

military authoritiEs and UWRR(> 
. -

BB . ~;chang E: E~EcLA.ss~n 
\ State.Dept. Letter, 1-11·72, 

By R. uJ~ks DateSELl 1972 
.. -- -.. -··-·--.. -·--<-·---- ---------~--------------·-·-----
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1 

FEbrunry 2, l p.m. from DErn' 
I 

. ' 

.. ·-· , BB Exchang1Ufr;:riJ.rthEr rq?ortEd alt;hqugh parcEls 

ru1ching cam:;i wErE propErly dElivErEd:·to •thElll numbEr ·/ .-- . - .. -,-. 

was pitifully inndEquo.tE to nEEd. J,ccorcii~g to ell 

availablE informo.tion this duE to dEtEl:i.oration in •. land. 

transport in GErmnny rathEr than to· c.irY withholding of' 

packagES, which nrE e;rn Erally distributEd if'. thE:y . - ~ 

actually rrnch a camp. :.ny favorablE uctio~, accordingly; . .- . . -- - .- - .. -

which could 1.)E to.krn ·on bo.si~.fof LEg!i.tion is 455, · J!lnuo.ry 

22, would bE of grHttEst vo.luE,•· 

HUDDLE. 

JT 

-:::-----· -· 
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DEPARTMENT ·.· OF · ( . OlJT(;Olf\JG .·, .,:. · · b1vis~of.l oF'·· _y\f 
··. ~/ct;t-,iTRALSt;RVICES·:·rJ 

•.TEL.E:GRAPHSEqTION•.·· 
STATE 

oWi~l(;.RAM 
OENTRACsrn111GES ' . 

1945 APR 30 Ml 9 4S i))i~~r 
I 

;1.MJ.:..li:<.hd'ION 

Dii:RU 

DQ/l 
/. f,~ISOJI 

CONTRDf 80PY 
16Pl• _ twanty-seve;ith _. , . . .. _ .. , 
Please: request lioClellend deUvel' ·th~ ·ro11ol;~l'.1•L 

I •' - . mee11aee (\':RB 5013) to Guhlll'P. Riegn&r{ 3'1 Quti1 t·:flson,· 
. . .,. / ·'' · ... / . . ; ' - - ... - '. " ...... ···- ~ --

1.>e nevaD, froiir Kurt IT:roesrarn or· lioFld Jewish Cong!'eea: · 
·. . - . . . : .. -.-: ': .:./ •'.•_·'-/•. 
-...:.UOli.i; Read t_hat t!'~nsport ·ot 39000iW?..eo1ios.l~vi--.k 

Jens from o~wieo1rn-~rr1veci 1.nkosi:ce~- ·can yau rie'ouI.'e 

report on surv l_vors 06wr~o1m- 41r1tenau ana·:1-~~~ 3~(,b()> 
Jewso tm.,.uo:rE 

l:IUHtHV::Bii 
4/27/45 

GR:ill'r · .. ·, 
-_(Acting) 
.. . {GIX!T 

t· 

: ·-,: 
'I. 

o: ·1 :-

·=i.· . 

_j 
__ '.::z __ ~ 

-~;>. 



Pl .... «tll.V. Ult followb& llellltp to Oniliu'4. ...... ~ J't 

~ lilltJl, 0..-. A'oa lat\- Groa ... Of '1tr14 Jtmh ~t 
~I ~ ST 'l'JWISl'Ollt OJI' ltOOO 0~8,tpVAl nPIS. _ 
JD OSWI:!U>XM __ .WUJID IN JU)$J;CI; OAS 'JOU m;tJO .RE!'Q1l1' 
OK ~YORS tmlJla;1p.t Jll1.mWJ .AND USi' J 1000 Jill$. 
UlqJO!& ' 

THIS IS WRB l3Efil! CABLE NO. 508 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Cohn, .Du.Jlois, Gaston, Hodel, ;.lfat~hison, 
McCorrr.e.ck, 0 1 Dwyer, Files, · -- -- -,,-:,; ''ic"c 
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~34 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N. Y .. 

In reply refer to: 
No. 395 

April ZO, 1945 

Brig. Gen. William O'Dwyer, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

CilLEs: ~oNcRESS, .~EW .Yo~it 
ThLEPHONJl; CIRCLE 6 • 1900 

May I ask you to be good enough to have the following 
message transmitted through the facilities of the De­
partment of State: 

11 To: 
From: 

Gerhard Riegner, 37 Quai Wilson, Geneva; 
Kurt Grossman 

-~i,J· --~~ ---
Read that transport of 3,0oO Czechoslovak Jews 
from Oswiecim arrived in Kos ice. Can yon se­
cure report on survivors Oswiecim Birkenau;,and 
list 3,000 Jews.11 

Thank you for giving this matter your kind attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

KRG:bm 

!'-

---· J=---
, ~~~--\'-_--=~ 

\ 


