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November 13, 144

Dear Mr, Lesser:

Mr. John W. Pehle propably called your
attention to the offer of Mr. Joseph Eliag t0 - underteke
some rescue work in Holland on his early: return to-that.
country. . . e

q In a letter addressed on November .3, 1944
to Dr. Max Gottschalk, Mr. Pehle invited Mr. Elias to i .-
arrange to see you before leaving for Holland. We have eon=." .~
veyed this message to My, Elias who will ask for an appoint—--" -
ment with you as soon as preparations for his départure will~ " -
be made. - - - R o

Very truly yours,

Eugene Hevesi

Mr. Lawrence S. Lesser T . . :
Assistant Executive Director = - Lo e
War Refugee Board -~ ' :
¢/o Treasury Department

Washington 25, D. C.
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Dear Mr. Godbseholks
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October 30, 1944

Dear lr. Pehle: ' .

’
Mr, Joseph Tlias is a Dutch citizen and the owner of an 1mportant
concern of textile mills in liberated Eindthoven and other Duteh :
localities. At present he lives in New York (929 Park Avenue, ' >
tel.: 3U 8~2768).

14 S
4 short while ago, the Royal Dutch Government notified Mr. Elias -
of the ifact that his plants in Eindthoven have been found in fair -
order, and members of his immediete family in good health in:Holland:. -
The Government at the same time invited him %o :return home and teke:
over the conduct of his industries as soon as possible. '

While prepering his trip home, HWr. Elias concluded that together
with the resumption of his immediate duties of “industrial rehabili
tetion, he could not escapo the responsibility. of- wdertaking a T
definite rescue action in favor of thosé victimg -of ‘Nazis-oppression,
Gentiles end Jews, who are still in deanger at ‘the liands of ‘the Nézis’

in Dutch territory still ‘under German domination. -He'feels to be"

in a position to operate successfully from Dlndthoven, and-is willing
to carry all the expenses 1nvolved.

¥r. Elias approached me with the request to Dut this 1dea before Jou,
and to clarify with you the question-whether there’ would be. .a pos~
sibility for him to engage in the suggested: task’ of rescus: in the
capacity of a rapresentatlve of the War Refugee Board 1n Holland.

We heve the highest regard for Mr. Ellas, for his personal ‘Hocom=
plishments and position, and wé know that his willingness ‘to'serve:.
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Yr. John W. Pehle -

n
)

October 30, 1944

sincerast devotion to the cause of democrescy. We salso belicve that ]
he would be in a truly strategic position to help the victims of Nazism,

%ith these facts in nind, I would be glad if you would be in a position
to ¢ive Hr., Elias! offer your favorable consideration.

Very sincerely yours,

) .cfdpyvx:
P -
e iHax Gottschalk, Director

Ovarseas Department

HMr, John ¥. Fohle, Director
%er Refugee 3Board '
Treasury 3uilding
Weshington, D.C.
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