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Pre.Jdent ·JOSEPH ·M-. ~R--oSKA~ER .. o- ;--~O~ora"ry ~Ic•·_l're;;de~;;,-: 
Chafrman fxocufive Committee· J..\COB .BiAliSTEIN,: ·IRVING- LEHMAN,.N9·w-:Yo,:1c 
v1c ... chalrman Exec. Comm. :._MORRIS D. WALDMAN. ·ABRAM- I. ELKU$,--·Ne_W· Y'orlc -

Chafrman Admlnlstraflv• Comffl. • ALAN"M.·STR.ooCK. Vlce,;.Presld~n-fS 
Tr ea• u re r • I RA M. Y .o· U N K E R JACOB J. KAPLAN·; Borlon; Ma11 . . 
Auoclafe Treas~ret • NATHAN M. ·oHRBACH EDW~D LAZANSKY, Brooldyn,·N. Y. 

Secretory· VICTOR S, -RiESE-NFELD ~.EDC.~~~:·~;~c;:::~:c~,OC~~-
Executlve Vlce·Prealdenf .. JOHN SLAWSON ·HORACE STERN, Phllaclelphla, pc;; 
Aullfanf Secretary • HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN HENRY· "WINEM~N, D_efr~lf,. Ml~ • . -

November 13t 1944 

Dear Mr. Lesser: 

Mr. John w. Pehle propably called your 
attention to the offer of Mr. Joseph Elia~ to undertake 
some rescue work in Holland on his early. return to. that 
country. 

i In a letter addressed on November 3~.1944 
to Dr. Max Gottschalk, Mr. Pehle invited Mr~ Elias to 
arrange to see you before leaving for Holland; We hil.ve con
veyed this message to Mr, Elias who will ask for an appoint
ment with you as soon as preparations for hiS departure will 
be 11Rde. 

Mr. La'wrence S. Lesser 
Assistant Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
c/o Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D. C. 

EH:IG 

Very trilly yours, 

~ y . 
EugeneHevesi 
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Telcph~nc MUrray Hill '-0181 

Pt8lidenl 
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER 

Chairman Executive Commillll 
JACOB BlAUSTEIN 

Vice-Ch11irm1m Bxeculiv8 Commilleo 
MORRIS D. WALDMAN 

Chairman Admini11ra1ive Commille• 
ALAN M. STROOCK 

Trea111rn 
IRA M. YOUNKER 

AJJocia111TreaJUtH 
NATHAN M. OHRBACH 

S1cretary 
VICTOR 5. RIESENFElO 

Executive Vire-Pu1idenl 
JOHN SLAWSON 

A11i1tan1 Secrei'1rY 
HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN 

Dear l!.r. Pehle: 

,, 

ERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
386 FOURTH A VENUE 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

October 30, 1944 

·Honorary Yice·P~81idon# 
IR.v1N,G .LEHMAN 

New York 
ABRAM I. ELKUS 

.,:Neff YO;k_ 

V1ce-!'re1idln1I 
JACOB.'J. KAPtAN 

IJ.011on, ?tLm. - _ · 
EDWARD. LAZANSKV 

JJ,ooklyn,-N. Y. 
FREQ _LAZARUS~ Jr. 

, Colu"!hil1, .Ob_Jo 
Mo C·, SLOSS 

San Prtinc~sco, Calif. 

HOli:ACE STERN 
Pbi/mle.Jphia, Pa. 

HEN~Y.WINEMAN. 
Deiroit, Mich, 

!.!r. Joseph :<:J ias is a Dutch citizen and the owner of an important 
concern of textile mills in liberated Eindthoven and other Dutch 
localities, At present he ·lives in New York (929 Park Avenue, 
tel. : JU 8-2768). 

I 
A short while ago, the Royal Dutch Government notified Mr. Elias 
of the ·_fact that his pla..'lts in Eindthoven have been found ·in: fair.· 
order, and members of his immediate family in good health in.Holland. 
The Government at the same time invited him to return home and truce 
over the conduct of his industries as soon as possible. 

71hile preparing his trip home, Mr. Elias concluded that together . 
witt, the resumption of his immediate duties of industrial rehabiLl'
tation, he could not escape the responsibility of- undertaking a: 
cer"ini te rescue action in favor of those victims_· of Nazis oppression, 
Gentiles and Jews, who are still in dlinger at the hands of the Nazis 
in Dutch territory still under German dol'lination. -He fee~s to be -
in a position to operate successfully from Eindthoven, arid is willirig 
to carry all the expenses involve.d. 

),T, Elias approached me with the request to put this idea before you, 
and to clarify with you the question whether there would be a pos
sibility for him to engage in the suggested task of rescue: in the 
capacity of a representative of' the War Refugee Board in.Holland. 

We have the highest regard f'or Mr. Elias, for·his personal.accom
plishments and position, and we knO'N that his willingness to serve 
is dictated by t~e most unselfish hlll:l<;mitarian ~-!3al,• an~c by the, 
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:.:r. John W, Pehle 2 October 30, 1944· 

sincerest <levotio!l to the cause of d"l:'locracy~ We also believe tha.t 
he '':O uld 'Je in a truly strategic position to help the vi ct.ims of Nazism, 

'!iith these facts h c.i~nd, I would be glad if you would be in e. position 
t~ c-i ve ifr. Elias 1 offer your favorable consideration. 

-{ 

}.!r, John .'ti. F0!1 le, Director 
1.ar !lcfu1o'.ee 3oard 
Treasury 3uil ding 

:·1ashington, D. C, 

Ver'' sincerely yours, 

-~' e,,-4...,...., - ____ .. -- ,,,. 
/---

ii.ax Gottschalk, Director 
Overseas Department 


