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Brig. Gen., William O'Dwyer

Executive Direstor, War Refugee Board
The. White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Bill:

Congratulations. I sugsest that you have a confidential, talk

N ,
with John Pehle, with particular reference to one 1ittle sector on which

I have been his errend boy.

If you get up to New York soon, let me know.
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Np, Narri Aragh,
85 Nadison Aveaus,
¥ev York, Hew York,

Daar Horrist

T Ahiuk thas the greatest single dontrivasion Fou #an make to the -

VYar Refuges Board's program on your fortheoming $rip $o Magland is 40

'cnv_!nunnrnnd,aonpn.- Lotk within and outside the Governa ah, that
$here has been a real change in thin Government's abtituds on refuges . -
Ratters, and that the Var Refuges Board reailly s business, I seems
$0 ne that 45 an entiroly wneffioial manner you May-bs_able te nake slear -
$he faod that the ereation of the Var Refugss Board vas x '
uove in an elédtion yoar, Tut am axpregeion of: ‘oj_f‘

I have the twpression that there is o substantial body of Brigg
opinion; perhaps even more cutspokea than that in the United States, .
Witk favors effeotive astion to resews religeen and 'vh;ﬁr.ig__'uotm,?
in disacoord vith the offioclal polfet ® vhich have been foliowed fu the
pant, 1% 1s particularly dwportant te ‘oonviics Whis grewp of ewr Mo

- singeriy gn order that they may swppert owr offorts, 1 Aniak Shat yew
oan prodably best achieve this result by indieating vo POop1e in Bagland -
some of the significant steps whieh bave already Yoon dakea by the Beard,
48 woll 2 some of the prejeata whigh are unds r donsfderation, "

Iaolosed for your-§
Preparsd in the offics.

n!éirmt{@ aré:cf“:pz_fo:- oftntom}.prmon reperes '
16 iy be vell o highlight sene of the prineipal prdlems vhieh
face the 'B‘oardrin exscuting Lt prograsp ¢ 0 oo T e

1. 2he Problem of Fluding Tempor Haveuy of }

, ¥e feel that this 14 the asts prodlem Wefers the Noard, asd that the o
 apparent wavilliaguess of Vhe Allles b0 offer bemporary bavens $0 gud- -
v tantial nunbers of refugess, partienlarly She Jown, 49 perhaps he primotpal




! -@w

reason why previocus repswe sfforts have no$ besm: mmm. : IQ oun e
indispensatle $o $he suscass of any effort to get the Germing and tholr
.satellites to stop killing Jews and to perait their yeleass, that the.
“Undted Nabione not merely Shreaten punishuend for erimes h& alse onn !
-to receive all of the intended victing isto their Verritories, An offer -

of temporary asylum slso appsars nscessary if ve are $o ebsis 4he @0 -
operation of neutral countries in an effort astwaliy %o evaowate um.u. :
The neutrals apparently will not socperate s this effors ualess they. uro
asmured that all refugess who snter theiy terrisories will presptly ¥
_taken elgsvhere; In the eass of Switaerland,thers 1s $he prodles of

‘feeding large nunbers with np prospest of their remeval watil the war 1.
over, Spain, Portugal and Turkey, for a vartety of faternal and othey
reascns, 4o not wan large numbers of refugses on their sotl; exespd for -
short periods of Sranalé. A% preseat the ealy impertang .uunh havens :

of refuge are a ssall eamp in North Afries and the appreximately 26,000
‘Palogtine entry certificates which are s#ill avatladle wader the Soran ot
-$he White Paper. Thewe limited facilities do mot faraish a basis efthey

for eoffestively appealing %o the Germans $o release refugesa or for -
saccessfully requesting the ienirale to permit endry of & greater nuaber

of refugeen. Assordingly, the Board'a principal effor$ at the momead &4
‘boing devoied to finding other possidle Vemporary havens of ‘refuge; Thé -
Noard is pressntly considering the possivility of adnttting rofugess Vo

-She United Biaten for the dwration of the var.  The Board is aleo asking- .-
the Brisish Governmens to share responsibiiity for She establiskuent of
_ vofuges conters in the old Italian colonies in Cymaates. Wnile the
Bosrd has no intention of taking a position in ewpport of .-mm.uu .
Jevigh National State i Palestine, T personally believs that an offer by .
the British Ooveranent o admis walinited numbers of vefugees $o Palentine
on a temporary Basis would contrivute materially to the wusesss of the
“zescus progran. -If this were done, the refugess could remain ia eamps in.
Falestine unsll the termination of tho war whes tlur vo\ul bé returaed to
~their homelands, o .

v
2, Difficuidy in o ' 1
As indieated above, u seeas nnensrr to asmwre. tho num'd mtrln, '

adjagent to ocoupied areas that 1f they encourage the entry of more rofugeen .
such refugees will e taken elasvhers. Nowever, 4% s possible Shat & S
sertain amount of pressure on neutral goveraments sueh as Spain, Turkey, and’
oven Switserland would be helpful in obtaining greater aocperation. - =

, The Board, since i%s sstablishment, has sonsistently faken Whe
position that, at this stage of the var, Ch saving of human livas ie wore -
thponut thu tho ponnnity tlui nlannly mn umu of hnrtoraip- :
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exchenge way fall into ensay hands, Ascerdingly, She Heard has, e
susber of csses, authorised financing and communication Sranseetions By

private organizations in an effors to svacuate people frem enemy ferritory, x

The Poard intends %o continue Shis poliey. The British Qevernzent, however,:
sontinues to express objestlon to the poliey. T N I R I S

You may de questioned with respses Yo the relationship of the War
Refugee Board and the Intergovernusatal Gomnittes. X¢ seems %0 us of Whie
momend that the 160 1is more likely %o be concersed with long-rangs postewar:
probleas, while we are engaged in the short-ters suergeney resoue and relief
program. VYo have Ween eonvinced all along that there will e no ¥eal . -
conflics of activity, In general, ws have exprogsed qur intenticn 40 #o-
operate with the G0 and to have then executs projects vheasver thet: soems
to be the most expeditions vay of gedting things done, -~ At the same time,
we do not intend ko sura over to the 160 projects vhieh ean b sarried oud -
more promptly by the Noard itaelf or shrough other agencies. As you provadly.
know, 3is Herberty Nmerscn, Divector of the Ratergovernnsnte) Consitbes, end
Ny, Patrick Halin Bave besn invited $o Vashingbon to dtgcuss Shase matters

", with us. I understand that Bmerson has. already arrived in Nev !m';;

.

Feedless to remark, Brivish soopsraticon weens indispensable te the
resl success of the Board's program, Ve, of courss, indend mtnty.tot
continue dur éffort to carry cud the President's {oucy. bub 4% would e
muoh easldr 47 the British would support ue in akl cur efforte, - .

VAR Kindest regerde and beat vishes for & ansosssful trip, Taw

neerely yours,

(S1enod) 7. W.Penle

Bxeoutive Pizestor. -

Enelosures,




