


Ccganuary 22, 19ls

MEMORANDUHS FOR THE FTIES

Réfersnce -is mads o iy ‘arlier"mgmoraﬁdﬁm"bi‘-f;,;l:;he,"égﬁ;é datg "
-regarding my ‘telephone ‘c’dﬁv,’ersatié’q '.ﬁ'bh“"cdun_.ée_lor ‘Lindholam, =
‘New York representative of ‘the Swedish Tegationy S

Mr. 'Lindgolm called again. ‘. this aftsrnoon to. adyise ‘me tha
Mr, ‘Sven Salem, who was in his office -at’ the ‘morient, covld en. .
lighten me further with regard to ‘the Swedish ‘shippiz 3 :
lr. Salem is a representative in Svieden: of both the
and Swedysh Red ‘Crosss S

¥r. Salem advised me that theve are ‘three passenge;
tied up-in Swedish waters -at the moment:  One: of ‘these:is:
Drottningholm. The other. o might well be available )
to the Jewish Agency for Palestine; but inasiuch’ ag théy are:
German ‘blockaded waters, a German ‘sdfeé conduct would haye' £¢
obtained before ‘they could ‘set sail, - % . i r SR

OutsideSwedish waters ‘there is no Sive
other than the Gripsholm, - In addition, thé
vessels menticned earliewr 3
Lindholum.

itio “are also-the ‘cargo. -
in my .conversation vith Counselor 7 :

Mr. [Salem Stated bhat thers ars two excelle manian ps
enger - shlps #which have béen tied up for-some i upkey by
the Turkish Governmént s He stated that both fhese: vessels ‘ay

probably well equippéd-f£or-the ‘purpose which Mri:J 5
mind: (If my memory Serves me correctly; Ambassad
reported many months ago that’ the Rumanian Gover

an offer-to -se€ll the two Ships to which Mri g
referring to the International-Red Crogs. ¢
orgamization. I vacalled further that: the vita
ships Ha#®been removed by ‘the Turkish Government’
of the Allied:Governments, ) :

lr.: Salem is Waiting in New York: for.-passage on 4
back to Sweden’,: He stated that he would be Very happy o .
into the: whole question if the War Refuges Board desirsd him to;
do sov. I'pointed out to Mr, Salem that I-was merely making an’
inquiry at the: request- of Mr. Joseph' and-that’ thi ‘not a Vap
Refugee Board project. -T-adviséd him'that T voul

- Josepht ond - ask ‘hinito c'ohté’qi'b

ir, Salem stated that he was staying at the' Plaza Hotel in'
New York, Room Li3lL, and:that-he could be contacted st any time’

through Counseloy Iiridholm, M/l i! ‘

foushazte:




“a

MEVORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Reference is made t6 my earlier memorandum of the uledlh

regarding my telsphone conversation with Counselor Lindholm,
New York representative of the Bwedish Legatiom. ~

Mr. Lindholn called agatn:’ this afterncen to advise ms that ‘.

Mr. Sven Salem, who was in his office at the momant, oould ene

lighten me furiher with regard to the Swedish shipping situstion.

Nr, Balom is a representative in Sweden of both the Internaticnal
and Swedish Red Orose. ’ Lol

lr. Salen advised me that there are three passenger ships . o

tied up in Swedish waters at the moment, One of these is the

Drottningholu, The other two micht well be available foncharter

to the Jewish Agency for Palestins, but inasmmch as are in-

obtained before they c'onld set sail, o i
Outside Swedish waters thers is no Swedish passenger ship

German blockaded waters, s German ssfe conduct would have to be.

- other than the (ripsholn,  In addition, there are also the cargo -

‘vesssle mentioned earlisr in my conversation with Counselor = -

¥r. Salem stated that there are two exeeumt.m pnl- e

enger ships which have besn tied up for some time in Turkey by

the Turkish Government. He stated that both these vessels aye - V

probably well equipped for the purpose which Mr. Jossph has in

mind, - (If my memory merves me correstly, Ambasssder Steinhardt
reported many months ago that the Rumsnian Government had mads . ‘

an offer to sell the two ships to which Mr. Salem 1is probably
referring to the International Red Oross or Ay sintlar rellef
organisation. I recalle® further that the vital parts of these

of the Allded Governments. )

ships renoved Ly the Turidsh Government at the vequest

Mr. 8alem is waiting in New York for passags on-a plans
back to Sweden. He stated that he would bs very happy to lock
into the whole question if .the War Refuges Board desired him to -
do 80; - I pointed out to Mr, Sulem that I was merely making &n
inquixy at the request of Mr. Jomssph and that this was not

»
-

S
Refuges Board project. I advissd him that I would probably call . :

* MrJ" Joseph and ask him to contact M, Salen before his. departure ,;'::7’."‘ o

©uF, Salen stated that he was staying at the Flass Hotel, 4n
N¥ew York, Room 3L, and that he could be contasted at any time
through Qounselor Iindholm. . ' AR S

Wharksmlf 1-22-L5.




-of the Swedish Legation, and was advised . that he was if. New Yor

‘Germars, & 8afe conduct would b

On January 16, I called Mr .,_Liifdhom;}c;ommef,éiai;co\m‘selo‘r- :

City. When I was in New York ‘on- January: 205, 1 vatt'emptéq_'-tof.c*,on-‘

tact ir. Lindholm .there, and was told that he was'in‘Washington|

This-morning Mr, Iindholm called me from New:York, as -I:had left
R R I N

my name with his secretary in New Idrk;r :

After explaining to Jr. Lindholn that the proposed moverient
of - refagee -children from Marrséilirles"to.Paléﬁstiriq vas-aJewlsh i i
‘Agency rather than-a War Refugee Board project and that'my’ inquiry =

_was being made at the request of Mr. Bernard Josephy T-inquired; e

Yhether any Swedish ships ':wbu1d,i—be,g':§vgilg§le'? for';suchfa' roject

g 52 ould:be necessary from:the Geyman as:
well.as the Allied. Governments: bérforé‘;;thes,e,; ships ‘could sail..

¥r. Lindholn explained that in addition, the. Swedish Goverr

ment has certain cargo yessels which are: outside the German ‘. ‘i
blockaded area.- However, these’ Ships,'aré?operaﬁihg ‘under charter-:

-for the British and- American- Governments'y Furthermore; they .

would not, be suitable for carrying passengers vithout extensive u-"
realterations . ’ s L - e
o 8ince ‘all the above vessels, -except thoss 1nSwedlsh ‘Waf,:érs,v :

are :being u’pi]r.izevd:byjthg Allied GbVeMQnts 1nt 'arj’:;e'f_fq,iit [ESGRN




MENORANDUM FOR THE FIIES

Reference 1s made to Mr. Bernard Jossph's letter to -
Mr. Friedman of December 18 requesting the War ‘Refugee Board
to intervene with the Swedish Legation for the charter of ‘& .
Swedish ship by the Jewish Agency for Paleatine .to transport:
Jewish childrén from Marseilles to Palestine, R

On January 16, I called kr. Lindholm, Commercisl Counselor. .~

of the Swedish Legation, and was advised that he was in New York
City. VWhen I was in New York on January 20, I attempted to cone .
tact Mr. Lindholm there, and was told that he was in Waghington,
This morning Mr. Lindholm called me from New York; as I.had laft
my name with his secretary in New York,. - ' e :

Aftsr explaining to Mr. Lindholm that the proposed riovement . = -
of refugee children from Marseilles to Palestine was-a Jewish . 00
Agency rather than a War Refuges ‘Board project and that my inquiry.
Was being made at the request-of ‘kir, Berriard Joseph, I inguired . -~
whether any Swedish ships would be available for. such a project, .-

Yr. Lindholm explained that so far as passéhge‘x_-'_shfips are e
concernsd, the Drottningholm and the Gripsholn:ars both engaged in -
transporting prisoners of war on an international exchange ‘basis, -

In addition, there are certain Swedish passenger ships now dn

Swedish waters, but since thess waters are blocksded by:the =
Germans, a.safe conduct would be neceasary from the German as -

woll as the Allied Governments before thess ships could satl,

kr. Lindholn explained that in addition, the Swedish Governe

ment has certain cargo vessels which are outside the German F
bleotkaded area.. However, these ships are operating under-charter .- -
for the British and Ameriéan Governments. Furthernore; they =

. would not be suitable for carrying passenzers without. extensive
realterations: ’ o

Since all the above vessals, except those in Swedish waters,
_-are being utilized by the Allied Governnents in the war effort,
1t would be necessary to obtain their consent before they could:
be chartered to the Jewish Agency. :

MiMarks nlf 1-22-15,




DEC26 MM

Dear Mr. Becker:
Enclosed is a letier dated December 18, 1944, from
Yr. Bernard Joseph of the Jewigh Ageney for Palestine, to.
Mr. Joee;;h Friedman, ~
- I should appreclate having youf opinion conéerping ‘the
availability of cnl\'/go vessels for_r the tranaport'afion offut':hirld‘x"é'n:j
from France to Palestine, B |
Sincérely;jo@rsj'
TBigaed) 7, 9, Ponie

J. W, Pehle

Executive Director - S L/ ) ,

v/
Hr, Arthur ¥, Becker,
Lt, Commander U.f,N.E,, e B
vFar Shipping Administration, - R S
Viaghington, D. €, - ’ i ' , _ R i

Enclosure,

MIMarke:inp 12/26/44 24 -
Y27




Washington Office

v M yRS IR M s
The ]eW1sh Agency for Palestme

New York Office: SUITE 1205, 342 MADISON Aszus, New YORK 17, N Y MUn-ay Hnll 2 8803

MlIchigan 4480

1o

1720 SIXTEENTH ST., N.W. 7 Decemberle '1944 ‘ .:'i.

Mr, Joseph Friedman, . E
Executive Office of the President, : . B

War Ra.fugee Board, : i .

Treasury Buildlng,

Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr., Friedman:

In a note of the interview of Dr, Heller, Dr. Schwarz et al ZV::Z' o

with Mr, Pehle on October 24th, I note that Commender Backer:.
of the War Shipping Board ,40ld Mr, Pehle that cargo-veaghle-
would be of no use for chf&dren and that the Mediterranean:

position was such that they would still have to. travel 1n eonﬁoygr;f::"”

If cargo ships can be made avallable, “but have not been,

because it was thought they would be of no use;: may I suggest Hf,"

that an attempt be made to get the use of such ships? I .am

sure that the children could travel on deck for the: five or—";'

six days' trip in the Mediterranean. It would only mean

providing them with some blankets and making the. moat elementary-,u‘”tf;:f

arrangements to meet hyglenic requiremente. -After all it is
much better to let them suffer inconvenience a few days and:

get them to Palestine than to have: them 11nger Qn endlessly 1n i {=,}::

their present unhappy surroundlngs An- Europe

If convoying is" st111 necessary 1n the Mediterranean I
fail to see why this must:be an obstacle. Surely such ghips-:
can be timed to leave-Marseilles or some other Mediterranean
port so as to -join‘a. passing convoy.

May I ask whether. it would ‘be possible for Mr;ﬁPehle and
yourself to have the matter consldered agaln 1n the711ght of
the foregoing? - ;

‘Many thanks,

L v
" Bernard- Joseph

P.8. I have Just heard from the Swadish Legation that they
47requ1re intervention by the War Refugee Board before- ‘they can -
-get--in-the mattér "6f the Swedish’ ships which I mentioned to: you.

You were kind encugh to say that you would ask Mr. Pehle.to
urge such action by them. Thig, it would now seem, - ig in-:
dispensable if any actlion is to be taken by them,

v




) the matter.

PRI PRSI nllDID‘I

- The Jewish Agency for Palestlne
WASHINGTON OFFICE: 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W.  -, Mlqmc(\u 4480
December 13,1944 - . - = <.

{

Mr. Joseph Friedmen
War Refugee Ioard
Treasury Building
Wgshington, D. C. -
‘Dear Mr. Friedman:

~ Enclosed is a copy of the letter: I'héve‘ s‘eﬁf' to
the Swedish Legation.

We will be grateful for anything'"yoﬁv cando LT

Yours sirfée_ié.iy;',

Bornard Joseph’




#

Decenhey 1.3'.}9,44 -

¥r. V. Bostrclm. fovoy Extreordinary end Mindstery Plenipotentiary: me i
Snedish Legntion SENT N
1900 Twenty-fourth Strest » . ,
Washington, V. O, )

Dear Sirs

1 beg tu refer to my conversstion this sorning with co\'mttnoﬁq': e
concerning the possibility of procuring ‘jranaportgti,oq fesildddes on T Lo
Swedish ships for Jewigh refugee childrén going from Zarope to Palestine, -
At the moment, We are anxious to obtain trensportation for §,000 children, ERA
2,000 of vhowm sve in France and 1,000 4n Gwitzerlend, - Ve assume iniwouwdd
be necessary to take them from Maraeilles, or some other comveplent. .
Mediterranean port, bto Heifa in Palestine, - CL e e

In view of the berrple siffering these children have unlergone and’
the desirebiliby of moving thew %o Folestine ns pxpeditiously as. PR
possible, we would be glad of an opportunity to move thom-even on -

freighters, if possenger ships ore not avellables ° L Skt

We-should bBe very gretefnl if your lsgubion would ascortaln - o
vhother there is any poasibility of a Swedish ahi.‘ﬁq heing mede avell~
able for the purpose, or of srranzing for Swedieh ehips plying - the -0
Mediterranesn to oall at a North Mediterrenesn porb.to toke thege. . . . -~ = -
children from there to Palestine. - Ve would, of eourse, b prepeved o

%o pay the transportation coste involved, -

- he Government of Palestine has made immigration oertificates
into Palestine ayailable for these.children and- thors would be no.
formal difficulties whatever about thelp entry inte the country. -
“In-viéw of the very friendly and helpful attitude your governs. .
nent has meintained in the matter of assisting Jevish refugess, we
are confident you will give this matter your sarly considerations . -

Yours siacerely,

Barnard Joueph




o Novenber 3, 1944,
T0:  Mr, Friedman ' 7 S

FROM; Mr, Marke W

Reforence 1s made to Miss Hodel's memorandum of 'Hdven‘bezﬁ_fl'l;f
concerning L, Com, Arthur Backer!s conversation with Mr, Pehle., ' - .
regarding the tramsportation of children from Marseille. to Palestine,

Lb, Com, Becker called again today to sey that there isa ™ = - . L
possibility that the Arny may soon bs releasing a palatlal,.ocean- . - .n0.
going yacht capable of cerrying between 200 and 300 children, Lt Ag
Lt, Com, Becker's guess that this yacht originally coat between .
one and a half and two million dollers, : If the Board i interested, =
there 1s a possibility that Commander Becker might ‘succeed in having -
the yacht assigned permsmently to tha War Refugee Board at no éost -
other than insurance and operating expenses, - In addition’ there ' :
might be alteration expenses which could be very 1ittle or as high'
as $100,000, depending upon’ whether the Army has heavily armed the ship
Lt, Oom, Becker feels that if the. ship were released to the War Refuges -
Board, Admiral Lend might be persuaded to have the: War Shipping i - i
Administration operate it in: behalf of the Board, .~ .. .- i

_ Ag Commander Becker 18 not yot cerfain whether the ship ‘will ve T
avallable, he ig merely interested at present in knowing your reactiong -~ -
to the proposal, R ST T IR EEN




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Noveﬁbervi;vi944,;f7;’*

Lt. Commander Arthur Becker telephoned’ Mr. Pehle today ; : : e
concerning the problem of sending children from harseilles B T Cogn s
Palestine. He advised Mr. Pehle that there were the tvio following o
possibilities of solving the problem of obtalning the: necessary
shlpplngx

1, ‘then Germany collapses there will probably be 8
short period immediately following the collapse .
when. our transports will not be wholly needed:
for military operations. During this period it
might be possible to obtain one of these military
transports for the shipment of the children to
Palestine. However, Commander Becker feels that
it 1s too early now to make such a request, He.-
suggests that when the fall of Germany 1s 1mminent
is the time to raise this point,

2. At the present time the Navy is gradually returning
to private owners various yachts requisitioned for:
military purposes. Some of these yachts are very -
large. and- can accomodate several. hundréd:j pas=enaers.. 2
It might be possible to get .one of these boats for -
the transportation involved.’ .

Aside from the tvo foreg01ng posslbllltles, Commander Becker e
advised that the shipping sltuatlon is- Just as tlght as; he had By O

pected,




MEMORANDUM TOR THE FILES

November 1, 1944.'

Lt. Commander Arthur Becker telephuned Mr. Pehle today.
concerning the problem of sending children from Margeliles: to _
Palestine. He advised Mr. Pehle that there were the two following' . =
possibilities of molving the problem of obtaining the necessary =
shippings SR :

1, Vhen Germany collapses there will prowably be a
short period immediately following the collapse
when our transports will not bs whélly needed .
for military operations, Dupring this period 1t
might be pomsible to obtain one of these mdlitary
transports for the shipment of the children to-
Palestine, However, Gommander Becker fesls. that
it 1is too early now to make such & request, ‘He . . - ’ L
suggests that when the fall of Germany is imainent - : ) |

'

- 1s the time to raise this point,

2, At the present time the Navy is graduslly returning RS RISt
to private owners various yachts reguisitioned for = - - !
militery purposes: Soms of these yachts are very: -
large and can sccomodate several hundred pagpsengers,

It might be poasible to get: one’ of thesé boats for -

the transportation: dnvelved. ~ .. <o :

Aside from the two foregoing possibilities, Commsnder Becker
advised that the shipping situation is Just as tight as he had ex="

pected, o S R

¥. Hodel

FHshd 11/a/44




