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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE
Re: Conferenge’ Frae Pala

Attending were: .
: Hr. Peter Bergeson - Chairman of the Free
Palestine Conmittes
Mr. Erl Jabotinsky= Member of the Free—
Palostine (ommittas

Yr, James R, Sharp )

Hr. George Roudabush Department

M. Honald Macdonald -of

Mr. Louis Nemzer Justice

o —

Date: Mareh 1, 1944 .
Time: 10:30 to 12:30
Place: Hutchins Bullding, Room 401

(At a previous conference held with Mr. Jabotingky on
February 16, 1944, 1t uas agreed that the Free Palestine
Commi ttee would serlously consider the problem of regis-
tratlon. Mr, Jobotinsky stated, at that time, that he was
personally in favpr of having his organization register
under the Forelgn Agents Regletration Act, At the con~
clusion of that meeting, he stated that thia Seotion would - =+
be contacted within two or three days and a% that time the: L
Free Palestine Committes would either arrsnge to £111 out
its registration forms or would present ahother alternative,

After two weeks had elapsed, Mr, Heuzer telephoned Mp, =
Jebotinsky und asked about the ntatus of .the reglatration

"matter., Mr. Jabotinsky reported that the Free Falestine

Committee was considering the compilation of a memorandum '
on the subject which might take some time. . After some
discussion on this point Mr, Jobotinsky ngreed to confer _
imuediately with memberas of this Department,. ahd arranged
for the conferencs whioh is reported below.s S ' .

Ri; Bergson




convinosd that his organizstion was obliged to register .
under the Foreign Agenta Reglstration Act. He acked for
procedents on this mattoer, pointing out that at least
1600 groups in the United States Wwers working in one way
or another on Palestinian affaire, He falt that sinde -

in order to see what ‘the lorger and wealthier organizations
vould do. Mr, Sharp pointed out that the: obligations of -
the Free Palestine Committae under the Foreign Agents -
Reglstration Aot was a matter which concerned the members
of that Committes, and that this 414 not involve any other
organizations. Moreover, he pointed out, these obllgations
of the Free Paleatine Committes were not affooted by the
decisions of other organizations concerning their own obli-
gations under the eame Acot, ’ . ST

. Hr. Bergoon and Hp, Jabotinsky were asked to dietinguish
between the idsology and work of their organization 88 dig-
tinot from that of otheyr Zionist groups. Hr. Bergaon dtuted
that his group believed that the Statelens Jews of Eurspe )
and Asla and the Jaws of Palestine composs a. "Hebrew nation®,

ing in the same ri6ld, 1t was beat that hin organization walt

have any religion they wish, hut they ati11 romain descendants -
of 1t. Thuas, for oxample, he stated thut M. Horgenthau 1s

an American of Hebraw descent, practising the Jewish religion

at the present time. He pointed out that aince this Hebrew -
nation was not rasognised, the people who' foraed the nation.

~had many Aifficult problems to s80lve. Thua at thégbeglnning;q L

0f the present war, the Hebrew paople who 1ived in neutral oo
countries of Europe wanted to,right,against;tha;ﬁazia;ieyénl e

if the country in which they were temporarily -ldving refused . °
to deaclare var-againat -Nazy Germany.” Yhe Palestine délegat@anj

had vorked in an effort to solve some of these aarficult
problene, . LT R

Hessra. Bergson ana Jabotineky were anked to pr1§1n15;'-
the origin of their Comnittee, « Jabotineky stated that =~ < - -
he had come to the United itates in July 1940 from London. where .

he had been working on behalfr of the Hebrev nation, “He statea
that there had not been a definite, well-organized’g?oup; but

there
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thers had been vorking for some time in Europe a number
of Hebrew young men who were trying to do something
about the position of the Jews in urope, It becaxe

olear to these men that Af the “terrible mess® in Europe
vwere to be oleared up, the assistance of Amerion must be:
securad. MNr. Bsrgson pointed out that long befors Pearl
Harbor his comrades had realized that this was a moral

war 1n which the United States would eventually have %o
take part. In June of 1940, for oxample, Viadimir
Jabotinsky, then head of the worid Ravionist o aniration,
had said before a large gathering in New York C ty that -

the United Statea would soon take its place on the side

of the Allies in the world war and would help to gain a K
clear-cut viotory. Beoause of this belief, the menbers of
the Free Palestine Committee came to the United States in

order to try to seoure the aid of Americasn publio opinion
for the "Hebrew nation, - .

Nr. Roudabush inquired Soncerning the origin of
the group which comprises the Frae Palestine Committes;
Hr. Bergson stated that the members are oomposed of young
Jewish men vho had spent some yeara in Paleatine, He gaild
that they are representative of a new generation now grov=-__ '
ing up in Paleatine, which 35 strongly deternined to solve
the problems of the Hebrew nation. The members of the Free
Palestine Committee had gradually drifted together. For
exanple, Bergeon and Ben~Ami had net at a congrean of Jewish
students in Falestine during 1932, Bargaon worked for a’
time as statistiolan for the Hpdnsaah medlenl organization
in Palestine from 1934 to 1936, He went to Warsaw, Poland,
%o attend a Zlonist congress there and to enjoy a short )
vacation in 1937, and hnd stayed in Poland for seversl '
montha. It was at that time, Mr, Bergaon sald, that he
became koenly aware of the problems of hias people and, he
eald, afterward he begun. %o work with a nunber of other. =
people in an effort Wo ssuggle Jews from Furops inte Pales
tine. Ben-Ami coame to the nited States in 1937 in an - b
effort o got oome foreign exchange and finnneea Tor thie - -
lmnigration work, Ben-Eliezer worked for a time in the = 8
Balkane. Jabotinsky apent some time in Rumsnin, from whence
he helped some 2400 Jews get to Palestine, In all, there .
were about two dogen individusls performing this enigration
work, ineluding those now composing the Fres Palestine Com-
mittee. All of the latter seven arrived in the United = '
8tates in the period betweesn 1939 and 1941, Eagh of them
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Hr. Bergson insiested that the Free Palestine Conmittes
had no organizational connections of any kind with rOUps s
abroad but d1d agree that there was a certain awoun of coopers e
atlon with certain individunls and groups on spsoific types: :
. of work. This was particularly true in the case of Hr. Klarmen, . Do
vho 1s working in Turkey on behalf of the Jews in Europe, : .
Bergson sald that they have received a/good many cosmunica--
tions from Dr. Altman‘and from Klarman’usually asking for
money, but the Free Paleatine Committee hnd only sent some
five hundred dollars, snd had helped to arrangda.foxr some
funda to be aeht to Klarman from Hirelmsn in entina,

., B general discussion followed concerning the legal
obligations of the Fres Palestine Committee under the Foreign
Agents Regletration Act, I% was agreed that, on the basis.
of the apirit of the Act, the Free Palestine Committee had
some responsibility to Anform the Americnn publie concerning -
its conneotiona and activities. It was not elear, however,
whether the Fres Paloutinebgongtgtoo. astittin conat:;rtcd at

resent, was E¥E2;§!°ll subjact to registratlion according to

ghe letter of the Act, It was generally agreed that the
Froe Palestine Committee was probably lisble to registration,
In line with this consenous of opinion, Hr. Bergson stated

- that his group would reglster as soon as the Frees Palestine -
Comuittee wus completely organized and it8 eims and objectives
olearly stated.” He belleved thst this would take place within
the next two months or less and, therefore, promised that-his-
Commi ttee would sontact the Foreign Agents Registration Section
before the end of April to begin process of regiatration.
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In conoluding the meeting, Hr, Bergson pointed out that
there was a possibility that several members of the Committee,
eapeclally himeelf, would find it necesasr .$0 leave the - :
United States at least for a short tiame, . n that gngs, he -

- _ declared thore might be a delay in the aotual process.of .
reglatration, - Lo R S R 1
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¥r. Pehle . ' "Hareh 2, 1944

L. S. Lesser

Jomes Sharp) of Justicé'ls Foreign.Age;lts Registration Unit, told
me on thre telephone this morning that Bergson and Jahotinaky/agreed '
yesterday to reglster the Free'Palestine Comsittee within‘the next sixty
days. On the basls of this agreement, Sharp said that Justiee had mo
objection to Jabotinsky going overseas. He stated that he had 80 :mgormﬂ
State yesterday afternoon in response t0 its inquiry and he lmew of no

reason why we shouldn't assist Jabotingky in getting ovérgeas.
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