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SEP 14 1945 

Dear .llr. Pull.era 

'1'h1s iii to Uknowledge receipt of.your 
letter of September 11, 1945. OODCl81"ning y()Ul'. de­
sire to obtain certain intorat1on with reepeot to 
refugees in thia countr,y. 

Sinoe the War Ref'upe Board ia not~­
position to i'urn1sh you with the intonation ~ 
request, I suggest that you write to the Department 
of Justice, 1Jlllligrat1on and tle.tura;lJ.sation Servi~• 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. W. D. Fu119r 
5550 Ridge Avenue 

~~=~=-28,. 

'~ 
EBToWler 9-l4-45 

, __ :., __ .,, -----'.::-

Very truly Youx'IJ• 

(Signed).Florenoo R.o«et 

Flo1>enc:e Hodel 
Assistant Execut1V$ · 

Dti-ectm- · 
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Mr. J. W. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

5550 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, 28, Pa. 
September 11, 1945 

Sometime ago I had correspondence with you 
relative to the policies to be followed in connection 
with refugees located within the country; I am quite 
intj!!'ested in ascertaining the total number of refugees 
received by· this country, how many of them have ·,become 
citizens and how many will be returned to their native 
land and within what period of time. 

If you are not in a position to furnish me with 
this information, I would appreciate it very. much if you.· 
would advise me to whom I might write to secure this 
data. . . 

Very truly yours, 

WDF:LHA 
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ln repl7 please· 
refer tot · 979 

Dear Mr. l'uller•. · 

l bTe 7our letter ·Of Jua.• 6, 1944. re11.utting 
lntomation concerril!ig. plans· to give tllapoi&l7 ae7~uia in the, 
Unl ted .State.• to l'eft_J&efll.. · · · · · · · 

~' "'- ·:.., .·· 

· ·. Ai announced in apHll rele~I!. on' June 9",1S44• ."'*1 .. ' . 
.Emergenc~ Refugee, Shelter .la .'belnc· e1tabl1.•h•d. at ~.ort Ontal'lo;· . 
01vego, lev 1'.ork, to 1'P'• tor approxtmatel7 1,000 refugee,• :vb.Q · 
have fled troa their ho .. l:and• to .so'lt.thtl'll ltal.7. !be•.• p••P1• 
will 'be broucht to the United· Sta\H :outlid• of:. the replu ·i.. . 
11tgrauo·n· procedure, under arrangement• etmllar to. those . .,,, .:imtC!l 
chlllan lntenee• froa Latin Aaertca an!l .Prtaonn• of· ~r. ~·· ' .. 
been brough' here,. 'lhe peraone glYen aayl 1111 · 1n th• : eae·rpiloy . 
1heltin will be largely vo111en and ohildre!l, anti,, they vlll be'. · 
placed in the camp w:ider approp:rlat• Hcurtt7 :re•tt10Uoa1 ·Vh•r• 
th97 vt11· reMBin.unt~l th•T will lie. ret'lil'ned to ·their ho1M1• at· 
the end of the var. · · · · .· · 

While the. W~r Ret~~e Board b Cherged vlth the :o.~:r.:a:i:i. · 
reaponelb1lit7 for tb,e:project·.~ 'the· ,41'.111':w11Ltak• .'~ DtOH!l&'1'' :, 
1eaurit7 preoautton9•and the aotual admlnl•ts'&tton; of ~·.cup will' 
be in the hand• of the War R•locaUon Au\hori~7.•· UntU ~tlie United· 

. Bation• Relief and Rebalitlttatt1>J1 •dalnle•:ratt.<in'J.• lil a-po11'i011 · .• 
to aa1u, the tluno~al rel})Onelblllt~ea lJlYC)be4, the Bureau of-th•~ ·· 
Budget i.e to make :-.rr~geilenti for f-i~olng the proJ•c•• ullq .. · 
an.Uable fUJ\41 of t~e "'ar Department.- the Wat'_ :Riltlocaflon Aut~lit1, 
the \'far Rttfu«ee Board, and the Federal War Relief Appropr1aU0111 ed, 
if neceeaa17" drawing upon the Prea.tdent'• Eia~rpnq, Jund.. . . 

· -. . · ln thi• cc~eotton~ · 1 am 11Ure pu i~ll lie tntenilteAin i~e · 
•noloeed coplH of the Preel1fent'• lllHa&• to Coqrelil. Of JU.e 1a~ .. · . . 
1944, hltf cablegram to Ambaael'ldor MurphJ', in Aiglera, and bla· 111110ruil~ .. · · . ! 
to tlle heada of the ageil.otee. conoerne4 vl\h the :exeo:uUon ot the pllaa. · . ·; 

. ". ~ ~ :· 
Blzicerely 70ura, : 

(IJlpied) .T••· Ml• ; 

Mr. W. D. ~· 
5&e0 Rlqe A'tenue, £ .,,!'."' 
Ph11a4elphla 88, 1enn17l Tanla. v{o,ffJ1 

· Jllfovlert~ S..:W.-44 . 
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Mr. J. W. Pehle; EJ;:ecutive Director 
., Viar Refugee Board · 

Wabhington 25; D. C. 

Dear Mr, Pehle: 

June 6, 1944 

Vihile you did n9 t !mow a short. time ago .what tb.e policy "would be 
in re5ard to War refugees, Stinday newspapers carried statements from the 
Office or the President and yourself to the effect that plans are now under 
way to bring 1n a number of War refugees to th~s country to be located in 
fo1·mer Army training centers. 

I am not heartless, nor am I unsympathetic, having gone through 
the last War and lmoviing what misery War presents. However, I am deeply con­
cerned as to the social, political and economic situation of this· country in 
bringing in untold numbers of refugees who, in my opinion, :will never return 
from whence they came, aciding to problems which the future will find very. 
difficult to solve. 

Will you please advise who i13 going to have ~1}.I!ervisi_g,n of these 
refugees, your office, the Immigration Bureau, or the Army or Nayy? .Y.i!!Q .. J .. ~ 

_g9}!!g_ __ i<L.i?!'l.responsi[J:J.e _;f'.ox .th~;i,;r-.J11a:i,!!-1~m.~~e, and who is going, to see tha~z 
are re~tg"__IJ_ed from wh~ey_-~2 

In my opinion there- is· a tre!nendous organized effort on- behalf· of 
various groups being.brought to this country which the general public.are not 

. familiar with, and in my own opinion the American people are being taken for 
a grand and glorious ride with which you may not; be in full accord. 

Will you please let me know who is to have ultimate jurisdiction 
over the War refugees coming to this country?. 

Very truly yours; 

CJr.rJD~-
- w. D •. ~er ,,_ · 

·-i·· 



APR1$·}91·· 

Dear lfr. Mlel'I 

X have your recent. let.tare inqui;l'ing. •it to the p0i.107 . 
ot the War Refugee Board.with reepeot to tbe·queation otbi:lDging 
re.tugeea to th18 count);'f, eithel' on a temporary or ~"*1ii#t; · · · 
ba~. . ... 

I am enoloeing for your 1nfol"lllat1on oopie• of the' 
Executive Ol"der eatabliehing the Board, the White HOllM Pl'Hi 
release or the a11111e date, and the statement on N••t atrocitiee 
iaeuecl by the President on lfaroh 24, 1944. · •' ·. 

The. dutiel and authority ot the BOard are defined 1n . 
the Ol"der, which &tcl~ea it to be the policy or thia·!)<mlm..Ot 
to take all inaBIU'ea within i te power to rescue . the viotiu · ot 
enem;y oppreeeian Who are in imminent danger or death1 and to . 
atrord euoh Yiotima '11 poseible relief and assistance ooneietent 
with the 811C~eHtul proaei:iution of the war. 

While the Board ii! making eve);'f erton to aohiew iht 
great bumanitariail objeot1Ve1 tor ~ich it wae · oruted and i• · 
exploring various avenuea tor the eolution of the pro~- with. 
llhioh it 1e faced, no dec1e1on hae yet been reached •• to whetha 
the programe ·developed by the Board ah~l include a proJect tor · 
t911porU7 haven a of refuge in the United statea. The queation o.t 
admitting refugees on a permanent baai1 ia, ot c°'1r•,eubJen to 

.·existing immigration laws, the administration ot which b not w:tth-
the Juriediction of the Board. · · 

Jfr. 'If. D. Fuller, 
SS50 Ridge Avenue, 
·Philadelphia :zs, hnn97lvania, 

> . 

(l~)J ....... 

J. W. Peble. 
Executive DJ.nct01(' 

.. · ... 
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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Dear Air, Fuller: 

I have your recent letters in which. you have ::i.n~fr:ed 
concerning the policy of the War Refugee Boa:rd-With~-r-espect ___ ·----- -
to the question of bringing refugees to this cOi.lntry,- either 
cn·a temporary or permanent basis. · 

_ I am enclosing for your information copies of -the 
Executive Order establishing the Board, the l'lhite House pre s 
release of the same date, and the statement on Nazi atroc· ies . 
issued by the President on March 24, 1944, - · 

You will note that the Board has been aasl 
great task Of effecting the speecl;y rescue and relie Of -the'•.. ·_-_ 
victims of enemy- persecution, To this end, the Bo d has already _ 
initiated many measures which, if fully implement a, may rea¥t · 
in the saving of many lives, The one basic ·obst cle.to all of 
the Board•s efforts, however, is the fact that e United Nations 
have not been prepared to aupply even tempora havens of refuge· 
for substantial numbers of the persecuted pe es "Who may be .. 
enabled to esc?pe from ·enell\V and enell\V-occilp ed territories~ 

._ :- . 

_ Thereforei the Board is present~ stucl;yfug' all>phas~s 
of the problem of finding places of refug fol'theaep13ople,in'.'" 
eluding the possibility of temporary:hav s in the United States 
and the other United Nations. · ·- - · · 

I shall be very glad to dis as our pr~bleriis'•:,O.th you --_ •• 
in more detail at any.time you· may. fi _d·it desirable and coriven£erii'"-
to do so. · · -

Mr. W. D, fuller, 
5550 Ridge Avenue, 
Philadelphia 28, Pennaylvani 

Enclosures. 
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Mr. John Pehle, .·Acting Executive Director 
l\ar Refugee Board 
Room No. 2880z, Treasury Building 
Rashing~on, ~5, D. C. 

De&.r Mr. Pehle: 

.Sometime ago I 
to the genen..l policy of the 
permitting refugees to enter 

_,. . 

made inquiry with ·l,'eference 
Ylar Refugee Board i'n regard to 
this country. 

The writer is very much interested in this. 
subject, being absolutely ·opposed to any further entrance 
or any immigrants, vihether they are refugee·s or not. I 
believe we have enough social, political and economic problems 

nov1 Vii thou t adding to them. 

The writer viould appreciate very mtich. hearing 
from you with reference to the specific policy" of .ym.ir Board 
in this respect. I have been ref!;lrred to you byMajo:r General 
J. H. Hilldring; Director, Civil Affairs Division, Washington; 
D. C. I wrote to you previously , but to date have not re-
ceived a reply. · · · · 

Ve'I.".f truly yours.; · 

h.~;>v.,, d.I. 
.W.D •. F~'~ 
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Mr. John Pehle, Acting Executive Director 
Viar Refugee Board 
Room No. 2880z, Treasury Building 
Washington, 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

5550 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, 28, Pa. 

A short time ago I wrote to the· War Departme~t 
with referenc:e to the specific policies to be set up and 
followed in connection with the work of the Viar Refugee 
Board, I made inquiry as to just what these policies 
might be, with particular reference to establishing any 
of the refugees, either temporarily or permanently, in this 
country. 

I am particularly interested in the question of 
immigration and the nuinber of refugees we already have here; 
and the effect of such immigration on our politieal, social 
and economic system, 

Will you please advise me if ;irou have any. specif'ic 

':. ! 
or general policy in this regard:. and i.f ·~ t ts the intent '!-~ · 
any way of the War Refugee Boa~d to bring in ·refugees to this . 
country, either-on a temporary or permanent basis, artd whether 
in small or large numbers. · 

Very truly yours; 

?j) .l)_ .zr~. 
W. D. ~r . . · . 
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w. D. Fuller 
5550 Rid6e Avenue 
uhiladeiphia, 28, Pa. 

\ 
\ 

Pr. John Pehle, Acting Executiv~·Director -
War Refugee Board 

·Room No. 2880k, Treasury Building 
Washington, 25, D. C. 
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Refer to: 
CP.D 383. 7 

.:' ..•..•. ,·60, 
- .·. ; ', ----"' l~. 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFf;"ICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

WASHINGTON 25 

5 February 1944. .······rik ; .··. ' cJl '·· t 
1!r, John Pehle, 
Assistant to the Secretary, 
Treasury Department, · 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear !Jr. Pehle: 
. . ,· . r~·. 

I am inclosing a copy of a letter·dated 1 February 
,;, 

1944 from Mr. W. D. Fuller of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania! 

expressing his views on possible methods. to be employed · ' 

by the War Refugee Board in attaining its cbjectives. 

For your information, I also inclose a copy.of iey 

reply to }Jr. Fuller. 

2 incla. 
Incl 1- ltr; 2-1-44, 

fr Mr. Fuller 
·rnc1·2 - reply 2-5-44 

to Mr •. Fuller 

Sincerely, 

J. H. HILLDRING, 
Major. GenerSJ., ; 

Dil:'ector, Civil Affairs Division. 

·, 
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Honorable Henry L. Stimson 
secretary of war 
"Nashington,~ D. C• 

Sir: 

5550 Ridge Avenue· 
Philadelphia, Pa~ 

Februaryl, 1941+ 

The papers have carried recently articles to the 
effect that the President has appointed a Committee· in the in­
terest of the refugees in Europe, particularly the-Jewish refugees, 
·aould it be possible for you to advise the undersigned as to the 
general policy of this Committee, particularly as to any, 
objective, which may be in view of bring:i'.ilg such refu:gees to 

this country? 

While every hwnan being is in_ sympathy with the 
serioushess of the situation existing in Europe, and which has 
existed for some years past, nevertheless we have to be c_areful 
that we are not injuring ourselves by attempting to absorb all 
the refugees in the World in this Country, - -

In my own mind I am of the definite opinion that· -
we have-more than enough refugees in this Country at the_ present 
time who can be found in New York and other large cities; andwho 
have been spread throughout the Country. I am of the<opinion 
that we are faced with social, poiiticµ and economic problems 
which may be more dii'fiCult to solve after this War is over than 
the War itself, which is definite and concr~te• To dilute our­
pepulation any more is apt to bring a,pout serious 'consequences 
when we have no unanimity of opinio1i in sP:ite of i;.he sat@.at_ed 
propaganda that you meet on all sides. __ - <:, 

ThiS letter is written witl;l _<ill ser~;~sne~~' ·arid 
with a very deep concern as to the future of this• coilntry. _-I 
shall await with interest any reply which you maybe able to 

make. 

I am, Sir, 

Respectfully yours, 

signed _ 
vr. n • Fuller -

~-, 

" '-
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Refer tot· 
CAD '8.3•7 
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Ml'. VI. D. Fullert '''° Ridge ATenue, Philadel;ijlia, Pa, -

Dear Yr. Fullers 

· Your letter to the secretary ot War ~a,tecl l Fe'btuU7, 
1944 regarding the treat11181tt ot retugea1 lr1111L th• war · .. · 
atrioken areae of EUl'Ope haa been ret1tzired to thia. D!Tidon ·. 
tor reply. · \- · ' · 

- . 

4,t the present time the work or the \'far Rt~ e'o.rd 
ia still in the formative stage, The tunotion ot the' ·· .. 
Board has been genera1J¥ 011tlin$lb7 th' Preeidentat tbf 
time it.a membfirlJ were appointed, · No· a~cific policy to · 
implement that function hu been aBi'eed u,POn. I aa han~ : · 
ing your letter.to Mr, John Peha, Ae81atant to The Seo"'° 
tary of the Trea~uq and Aot.iDB Eieoutil'e ·oireotor ot ~he 
-~ I ·•· ... ·. 

j .-: ~.<,~HILµ)1'1Nf.f 1-.: -~i 
Major ~raJ., . 

Dinctor, Oiril Affair• Di'fhion 

cc: Mr, John Pehle, 
Assistant to the Secretary, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington 25, D. C, 
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