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Hr. Pexle

Lia S, Lesser

Raference 18 mave to meacrondum dated Aprdl 25, 1944, lef¥ . ( i
by you with ¥Nr, Berle on May 3, 1944, awi the )mmcaxhuar_iuin of {the fSpeoial : :
Uivielon sddressed to #r. Burle uncer date of May 5, 1944 in responge
thereto., You will resall that these memoranda denl with the- .wuilahility
in neutrsi countrics of ofrici4l funds to sspist destitute natlenuls of
the Unitea States who have sscapea from engmy-cuntz‘ulled L@,

ol .

¥y original zewor-ndum #up bused upon statmasnia of 5}.'1(’}1'&-{. ’
enarachar aau@ by « respensible officer of ¢ volunbary agaioy, Since )
recelving the mswor-ndum of the Bpecia) Division, he s at gy reguest B

mads available Lo ws asre detalled informaticn., Thus, s letter Lrosm the
Portu, epe reprasentativae of en Azericsn voluntary agency dated Peptombor
14, 1941 statesy . - B

Besifhis has beon o feariul sovniag <ith Americun citizen
eapas, Elght or nine nwve been in hers, aost of #’*m.
have trhelr paseags or mest of it on the Ex
tooay. They are all gent to us by ths Amssiciy
ar.. thay need elthsr s 1iitle nore goney for thu 6
or the money for thelr hotsl bills o wib td.ﬁ.a:z?a* LA

Then folloss o 1ist of peven psroons aﬁ.gistsds John Guatiani; John -
Grozine; Hicholag Glordana; hary Vs lznmr; Jeraing fx:xugguliﬂ; Charles LT %
Politia, %, Ryenly, The letter continues: ) i .

. ) . wswbhis iz a G very ugeful’ “gervice in via‘ﬁ of the faet hish,
: .our Consulate spparenily hae nd funds ab all, butlg a: .
servioe we oannot kesp upat thig end inde finltely: unlesa ;
you kesp raplonighing our sxcheguer. .this gebe wone mra S
Asericsn citizens oub of the danger zone And in-the cages’ )
of the men At glves several bospible golilers for Unele Pl
Sam's aray. They are all of militnry agzen®

- Subzs vent Lo Jvne 6, 1944 the tapregent itive of tue same o

Amgrican voluntary sgency in a nauiral country. ouvled in part as fnllowa. B
JAHUARY FIRST RUPATRIATIL 1 008TY COxJ.EA JOSE
CAdA TOMRBY SANCHEZL G HEOTHA CORZALEZ - COBIA R :‘EL

i . SURHGE
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MORETTA COMMA MINOS GENERALEE COMHA DAPHNE CASTRILLON ET GHiLD COM%A':
JESCE RRINEHARDT MISSIONARY SITH CAYCEL ALL WAR VICTINS OUR -AID ASKED
BY CJNSUhAThS.

In addition to the foregoing, domestic repres 6ntatives'of'

another American voluntary agency state under date of June 2, 1944
" that they

| : - Withave plenty of svidence that there are still American
i citizens penniless in Eurcpe who-are dependent upon- privata‘““*‘**“ a T -7
- agencies for the funds necessary for. repatriation in spite
of the faet that representatives*¥*abrosd have rapaatedly
informed our consuvlates that they could not-propérly use
their funds contributed for foreign relief sgervice in the i |
repatriation of American citizens, nonetheless the consulates ‘ T
have continued to leave such cases to#¥t/privatée/ agencies,
slnce they have no government funds to work with and had to ‘ &
refuse the applicants without offering.possible alternatives®. . E

A similar problem seems to have arigen in conneetion with the
repatriation of young men horn in the United States but whose foreign
parents braught theu back to ihe country of their (the parents!) origin.
A number of such jersons uesire to return to the United Stztes to elect
American citizenship anu subjeot themselves to the drafte. It is reliably
reported our consular officers refer such persons to American voluntary
ageneies for the wherewithal to pay for their documentation and passage,
at a cost of 545 to 290 each.

The foregoing ig by nc means exhaustive but I think it suffis -
cient to shov that funds that ought to be available for other uses are
to some extent being used for the assistance of Amsrican eitizens. in .
circunstasces where official funds might properly be ex98cted to £411°°
the breach.

i " LSLesserideh 7/11/44
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TU: ¥r. Pehle

Fhudi L. 5. Lesser

with reference to my memorandum of April 25, 1944, the followin_g SR

;" aetails nave been muae wvaileble to us by an American welfareorganiza—' L

tion in regard to tae probiem of financia assistance te needy

5 . _ L S T
U. s. c1tlzenm-sJe getails cover the sltuatlon in Portugal only and :

: MMW’& S ST
“dc not‘reveal utne rull Plctura even in tomt country. - .- - R

In December 1940, tnree chilaren wlo were citizens of the United
Steves were broug:t to the Unitea States, with their traveling expenses
%

assumed Dy tne Lnitauriun Service Committee.

In september 1941, sevela'( Americ:n citizens desifing to sail to

the Unitec States and not possessing sufficient funds for travel,

%v Portuguese exit visas; crAk;o’uel _bil;s, were rei‘érrred by the U. 8,
consulate in Lisbon to the Unitarian Service committee, w'nich has .ng.dev )
eveilabie to tuem velying amounts. The men included in tiis graup
wele all oi‘ military age and presumably about to en’c.e,xr“ 1';he, ;érmed-vforces -
of the United States. .

i Since Jamuary 1, 1944, U. S. conbulates reque,snea tne i’lnan(:lal

aid of tne Unitariun Service Commitiee on- behalf oi‘ nine Pepa-trmeu' I

United States c1tlzensnuzkag MW’%W

Simiierly, ynited States citizens are being referred by the Um.’oed"-"'
States consulates in Portugal to T,ue'localrrepresentatiyqs' of-‘ ‘_c,he
hmerican Friends' Service Committee, ahd tnis c.bxmnittée., togethervuth
the HICEM, had to make outlays for the pa&sage of these people to the
Umted States &8s welil as for their passport and other iees.» . . .'. "

By spending wssge part of their funds on the repatrlatlon of U. S.

citizéns, these agencies have less monéy lef't for the, rescue. ax.id*ai&‘ vtﬁ




victims of enemy oppression. [
In tre case cf rortu.a., tne pmerican citizens thus supported by
privave weliare organizations are precominantly American-born children of

Portuguese parents who, unless they ect vmidsws to retain their citizenship

bw Flume s - o
would lose 1t({under sectiouns 801 and folluwing of title 8, U..g.. Code).
' pres et : : :

Nevertheless, their status as citizens of this country is not questioned,
end it is nov ciscernibie why, if funus are availabie to . 8. consuls

abrecaa 1or u.e purpose oi repatriution of citizens, such persons should
i a

. . A e . .
not beieiit irom such iunas but shoulu become burden on wellare organizations.
‘A :
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Unitarian Service Committee
‘25 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass.

TELEPHONE CAPITOL 3860

. REGISTERED WITH THE PRESIDENT'S.

g ; _WARRELIEF CONTROL BOARD'

s, ENDORSED BY NATIONAL WAR FUND. -

THROUGH REFUGEE  RELIEF: &
TRUSTEES, INC. :

June 30, 1944

Mr. Lawrence F. Lesser
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lesser:

© Sometime ago you asked me to gilve you more definite
detalls about tne repatriation of United States citizens in
Portugal and Spain at the expense of the service committees. I
have been gathering the information from the filés and by cables
to Lisbon since that time, , k

The problem is not a new one to us. In December 1940 )
our Committee was instrumental in bringing a company of children
to the United States. Three of the twenty-five children were
United States citlzens, and as the United States Committee for the
Care of European Children could not under its charter finance ex-
penses of United States citlzens, the Unitarian Service Committee
had to assume the charges for their traveling expenses from Mar-
seilles to New York.

tter from Dr. Dexter dated September 14, 1944, from
, Lisbon st "this has been a fearful morning with Ameriecan. . % i
f citizen cédses. Eight or nine have been in here, most of whom have : -
] thelr passage or most of it on the Excambion.sailingftodayg_‘They~,wgl
: are all send to us by the American Consulaté and they need either: . i

d little more money for their passage or the money for ‘their hotel

bills or exit visas from Portugal." Then.follows this 1ist of pam

. and the amounts spent by our Committee on each:: - =
John Gualiani ) $48.50 . ;
John Grozine $25.00 - g 1
Nicholas Giordano . : $10.00 , ks i
B} Mary Valanos o - $20,00 - RN
Despina Frangoulis - $20.00 1 3
Charles Politis 30400 R
[ X z

s Z. Rychly . 22,50

-a
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Bs-—Dexter goas=en "this is a very useful service in. view he:
act that our Consulate apparently has no funds at all, but is B
service we .cannot keep up at this end indefinitely-unless ‘you, keep
‘replenishing our exchequer. . .this gets some more American ¢itiz
zens out of the danger zone and in the cases of the men it gives':
. several possible soldlers for Uncle Sam's army. -They are all of
military age‘j//fiz,

We cabled Lisbon on June 6, 1944, to receive latest in-
formation as follows: CABLE RECENT INSTANCES OUR FINANCIAL SRS
ASSISTANCE REPATRIAT U. S. CITIZENS." In reply the following:
cable was receivgfty” SINCE JANUARY FIRST REPATRIATED AMERICANS =
JOSEPH COSTA CO JOSE PEDRO SUAREZ COMMA TOMASA SANCHEZ GRANELLA
COMMA MEDINA GONZALEZ COMMA RAFAEL MORETTA COMMA MINOS GENERALES-
COMMA DAPHNE CESTRILLON ET CHILD COMMA JESSE RHINEHARDT MISSIONARY
WITH CANCEL ALL WAR VICTIMS OUR AID ASKED BY CONSULA¢§§,//’

The Quakers have had a similar long—continuing problem
and in a letter of June 2, 1944, Mrs. Marjorie Schauffler says
that they have plenty of evidence ‘that there are still “merican
citizens penniless in Burope who are dependent upon private agencies
for the funds necessary for repatriation. In spite of the fact that
representatives of the Quakers abroad have repeatedly informed our
Consulates that they could not properly use their funds contributed
for foreign relief service in the repatfiation of American citi- - .
zens, nonetheless the consuls have continued to refer such cases
to the Quakers and other agencies, since they have no government.
funds to work -with and had to refuse the applicants without offer- -
ing possible alternatives. A letter from Philip Conard, the Quaker .
Director in Lisbon whom I know very well, dated April l? 1944, says
"a problem that showed up sometime back as a very small affalr : .
shows signs of getting so serious that we should like to lay it be-
fore you. . A :

"It 1s the matter of American-born young folks of Portu-—
guése parents who now want to go to the United States to save thex
nationality. For the young men it is in line, as I understand it,
with draft regulations. In many cases these people have nothing -
not even enoughy to pay for their American passports.. The. Consul
sends them to one of the Agencies to ‘see about funds for documen--

tation and passage. Howard had worked out a:plan with. Hicem whereby,zf

we would pay for the documents and Hicem the .passage.. This puts

the heavier burden by far on Hicem, but there is always ifhe.pos— "
sibility that some relative can be located in America able: and will—
ing to share the expense.

MAs long as it was a very occasional case, it was treated
by us as a "Relief" item and covered in-the monthly budget; "But :
recently the numbers have been such that 1t makesa considerable
itnme.




N

"The minimum needs are: 1. Portuguese passport,
birth certificate and
other documentation ‘Esc. SR

7 800 to 800
2. American passport . 100 to 234

1254%%;;
or say $50. R
4, For boys there i1s a military

license also. 1000 or $40,

so we have to count on from $45 to $90 per person. As Hicem says,
American agencies working under American licenses, can hardly re-
fuse to help young Americans stranded here, although our chief

3. Consul cables 100 to 200 - -

purpose is to help war victims - which these are- not._

) "I note that this month of February we have paid for three
of these cases Esc. 2948$70 (about $160) -and have agreed to 'help
three more. We shall have to limit the amount we can give to this
call but what I should like is some guldance as to whether it falls
within our field at all. We shall appreciate your thought on it."

In replying to this letter from Lisbon, the Quaker head-
quarters in Philadelphia advised Mr. Conard that a continuing burden
of this sort was not appropriate for an office doing refugee work,
The headquarters authorized Mr. Conard to continue &t his‘diseretion
to ald one or two cases a month if the burden seemed to promise to
decrease to the vanishing point within six months, but if in his
Judgment 1t was wiser to discontinue the service completely at
once they would accept his decision to that effect.

The Quakers feel just as we Unitarians feel that we
cannot as a private agency continue to give this type of assistance
and we would warmly welcome an appropriation from the American
government funds tc help in the repatriation of Ameériecan citizens
who desire to return to their own country.

I hope this gives you the specific information you need
Count on me for any possible further assistance.

Sincerely yours, L . Cee e

Charles R. Joy
CRI:F Acting Executive Director




 COMUITTER ON SPECLAL REFUGEE. PROBLENS

144 Bleecker Streets New York 12, ‘N Yo

ALgonquin 4 0722

S - e S,

Mr. Laurence 8. Lesaser -
War Refugee Board
Treasury Department

Was hington, 25! D, ¢,

Dear Mr. Lesser:

. will try to secure for you some detailed information coneerning
American*citizens who were dependent upon private agencles for funds . in. ord.er
to return to their homeland, I have no detailed information on hand &t the:

moment. I hope there will be some in Boston but you remember that our state-,

ment to you was based upon Dr, Dexter's first-hand testimony, “Among ‘ot her
instances he mentioned a request coming from Anbassador Hayes 1n. Madrid for:.
some American who was stramded thers and who neaded help which the Ansrioan )
Enbassy was unable to provide, . : S

Sinoerely ,V‘m}‘ﬂ’j i

Oharlos Re doy ~

orjsea




M&y 25’ 1944

Dear Dr. Joys

I have ¥iss Aninger's letter with rospect to Mr. Wittmann
and his assoclates, ) .

I suggest that we meet at the Asscciation of the Bar of the .

City of New York, 42 West 4ith Strest, at sbout 3 p.m, om Hny 30 . .

Y trust that you will be there.

In comiection with the suggestion you made some time ago with
respect to Government or Red Cross fwids being made available for
Anerican citizens who escape from eneiy territory to neutral .
countries, I would appreciate it very much if you could let ns
have the detalls of a few instances when no such funds were
forthooming and the Unitarian Service Coumittes, or any similar:
private organisation, found it riecessary to come forward. '

Very truly yours,

g M e A s

Lawrence 8, Lesser
Assistant Executive Director

Dr. Charles R. Joy, Executive Diractor
Committes on Special Nefuges Problems
1,4 ‘Bleecksr Street

New York 12, H. Y.

LSLessersals 5/25/4i4
SPECIAL DELIVERY

LnE




COMMITTER ON SPECIAL REFUGEE T

144 Bleecker Street, New York 1

ALgonquin 4 0722

My, Laurence F. Lesser
War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washingtons D. C.

Dear Mr., Lesser:

Mr, Wittmann informs me that he, Dr. Habtor, Mr. Mitnitski and. two
or three other gentlemen will be haypy to meet. with you at any im
convenience -on Ma;v 30th. ) ‘ f )
I suggest that you indicate a time and place that willk auit yau. .
Sincerely yours, :
Eya Oningec

Seoretary’ to Dry JOY .




7

Tos Nr. Pehle

Froms  L.S. Lesser i o -

i - *
It hes been reported to us that from time to tiwme oiti,seps"é!" co
. the UnitedStates who have been living in enemy~-controlled Burcpe reach
© meutral countries, x,}:}ably 8pain and Portugal, Thoss persons often
lack sufficient fundg” for paspage to this sountyy. and. internediate.
support, and frequently bocome objects of charity, £
unidke most countries, the United States apperently has not made
official funds available for the care and transpovtation of its.
cltizens who find themselves in this predioament., Although private

agencies abroud have on many occasions atepped into the. breach, there

_ fhig s o eines, , ) ,’

It hap been suggested that the United States, acting through
the State Department, should make fundg available, eithexr as-gifts.
or as loans, to such stranded Amerioan victime of the ‘war. -An i
alternative suggestion has been made that loang from’ Américan Red B
Oross funds be arranged through United States Consulates.. It will”
be recalled that the Red Crogs advanced money to seversl hundred - -
pergons in a like situatiom, repatristed from Lisbon in 192, - AT

Our intersst, of course, lies in the fact that the more Ahéri’can{ S
rellef agenocies abrond must spend for the care of gtranded Bmerdean’ .
oitisens, the less they have available for the rescue and rellef . . ° -
of persecuted persons who are in danger of death, g R R

Rlsmtl\:zsiafsfr:iab:db M




Tos Wr. Pohle L : ' !

Fromt L.S. Lesser

It has been reported to us that from time to time citivens of :
the UnitedStates who have bsen living in snery~controlled Burops reach .
neutral gountries, notably Spain and Portugal. These persons often —
lack sufficient funde for passsge to thip country and intermediate
support, and frequently bscome objects of charity. 7This is so sines,
unlike most countries, the United States apparently has not. made :
official funds available for the ¢are and transportation of its
citizens who find themselves in thim predicament, Although private :
agencies abrozd have on many oacasione stepped into thé breach, thers - . o
appears to be an understandable feeling on their part that it ip o |
unfair to expect them to perfora for Americsn nationals what is getie . |
orally considered to be a purely governmentsl functiom, - ! f

It has been suggestsd that the United States, acting through
the Btate Department, should make funds available, eithexr as gifte.
or as loans, to such etranded Americin viotime of the war. An
alternative suggestion has been made thit loans from mericon Red
Cross funds be arranged through United States Consulates. It will
be recilled that the Red Cross advanced monsy to several hundred
persons in a like situation, repatristed from Lisbon in 1942,

Our interest, of course, lies in thé faut that thg,mrb_}nericea s o
relief agencies abroad must spend for the cars of stranded American

citizens, the less they have available for the resous snd relief .
of persecuted persoms who are in danger of death, R

‘ RLSmith:LSLesserslabidb  4/25/44




.A-B - Mr, Berle:

v
war PrOblems

J - ",--:MQY Sy

Referenge is made to the underlyingmemorandum from
Mr., Lesser of the War Refugee -Board;to.Mr, Pehle, dated
April 25, 1944, on the subjeot of financial assistanoce
to Unlted States cltizens who asoape from enemy-controlled
territories in Europe to neutral Européan countries.

It 1s Mr. Lesser's suggestion that publio funds or
Red Cross funds be used for this purpose 8o as to remove
this burden from the funds of private relief agenoies in
order that the latter may devote thelir funds wholly to needy
alien refugees. : LW :

The K&erican Red Croass prefers, I understand, not to
use ltas funds for this purpose. Official funds are available
to the Department for the purpose, and they have been and are - 4
being used in various parta of the world in alding bona fide o
Amsriocan nationals. Financlel assistance loans to destitute B
United States nationals in Switzerland are authorized at the =~ -
pregent time to a total of about $550 monthly. ILpans to R
needy United States nationals in Free China who are awaiting =~
repatriation have been authorized. ~ Loans: to destitute United . -
States nationals in Macau have been authorized and' are being . -
pald at the rate of approximately $6,800 monthly,. Finanoial .. -
asslstance loans to needy United States -nationals: in Algeria,
Tunisia, 5i6lly, Corsioa, Sardinia and liberated areas in =
Italy have been authorized. The authorizatlon of financial ;.
assistanoe payments to destitute United States nationals in
the Irish Free State is under conasideration, -Repatriation’ : -
loans have also been made to-a large number of:United States
nationals from enemy~held territories in Burope in connedstion : !
with exchange operationa conducted at Lisbon; Portugali Similar:
arrangements have been consummated. in connection with the - . -1
American-Japanese exochange opsrations,” e R

Pl

s ¢

the Department is prepared to consider on their merits - g
the individunl cases of needy or destitute bona f£ide United
States nationala who have escaped from enemy~oontroIlad‘éreas_
which are presented by United States diplomatio. and consular .

In accordance with customery practice in sﬂoh,inétaﬁoés,l"”

-representatives in 8pain, Portugal, or elsewhers, ~There,ane'-,x

of course, cases of persons claiming American nation&llﬁy‘whp ; _ @

upon -

B il
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upon investigation are found not to be entitied to
Tinanoial aasistance from public funds of the United - -
3tates.

If Mr, Lesser has any speclifiec individual cases in
mlnd appropriate investigations will be made.

J. HI Kl

BWP:1JHChapuan : TEDIFAH . ~ED




