


Honard Goms= 1

JAMES W. GERARD
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT Law
41 East FIFYY-SEVENTH STREET
NEW YORK CITY 22

TELEFHONE PLAZA 8-3200

April 28, 1945

Dear General O'Dwyer:

) I am writing to you and sending you the attached- reprint. because -
of our common interest in seeing that this time Germany stays defeated,

Between 1913 and 1917 T was America's Ambassador to- Berlin, I ‘saw
the Cermans at first hend -- about to lose a war, but préparing for a peace .-
they were to win, Two years later, I saw Americans vietorious in.war, but -
unprepared for the peace.-they were to lose, - g

In my opinion, it was lack of publie thinking whick-log¥ . that - S
peace for our country. Public opinion was woefully uninform’éd.oh'the nature
of the German people, the German General _ S
tions, the punishment of war oriminels, the partition. of Germany, - Nor-did-
many people bother to inquire into. these matters, ! ; :
coast were prejudices and shibboleths which had not the slightest bearing on
the real question of what to do with Germeny and how %6 -d6 1te- : :

Today, we have been given ancther cha.nce.

Our leaders are again trying to p
peece will not "stick" either, unless we,
port 1t or constructively -criticize 1%,
before, a level of thought ‘and understend
peace which shall be 80 high that 1t can
action on the.part of our leaders,

lan .a lasting peace, “But this - o
“the people, cen_ intelligently .sup~i-
We must attain, as we never have ::
ing'on the basio problems of the
have no-other result but wise ™"

v In the attached meééage »-appeariiig in- the netion's newspapers: this
weok, TIME Msgazine's writers have,- in my opinion,jsele‘éted'a—jgroi;p of ‘the
ve stated them with olarity and fair-
this message, think about it,’ disouss-iy with your-

significant problems at stake snd ha
ness, I urge you to read t
friends and assoolates,

Yours very sincerely,

Gavsd b '

James W, Gerard:

Staff, the economics of reparas '~ = -
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x’u'll .soon hcve elghry mnlhon
Germtms on your doorSfep

When the Bzg Three met at Yalta: - Kept yourse ! e YOUE
they did. what - ‘they: cozdd 10 quepnnt ] : £  the Best control system we coul
the reformatory in wluch lhe German - ‘] ‘ “think ‘ofitoenforce ‘the

» berte prepared to fl in
stttutes the* rtght peacefor Germany decisio
will swing. back" and forth across a
w:dearc. I R '

Some wxll wonder if a. “tough” pwce isn’t.

just what the:Nazis want—to - drive® the’ . : y

German people back mto their arms agam — ¢ = Those who,can; be convicted of kS

. tual cnmes" Or the' whole'Nazi lead-

Others will ask. 1fa p%ceashardas ‘

Germany richly deserves can ever be:en- - glons especially. frain ﬁor tortur

forced—will suggest that a milder;, euforce- ) and brutahty" And un B

able peace may be a wiser choxoe. .

Still others ‘will say “Germany is rubble.
She is devastated as no ndtion has ever been - tlme the German General Staff.
devastated; she knows now what i 1t meansito’ .
losea modern war. Let us not be vmdlcnve ,' i . But N“POI‘W’1 thought he had
) rooted these --professional ‘wa
In an_y case, it will take more than e makers forever,W:lson,
_just our lmders to write the pea

. 3 Youcan’t get-older'men like't
of them.. You havé d great staken... —who have practiced war all. their. -
this peace-to-come—and .you will. lives—to'begin to think: .
have’a greater vojce in its making " - " fal. lawyers, doctors, ¢
than thecmzensof anyothernatxo ud ovemnght. What mn be !

N

. This announcement. will. upppar shoﬂly in Ihe follt
NEWSPAPERS—Now York Herald Tnbune, T:mes, Sun, Cbumgo News, Sun :Datrojt N 1
Cleveland Ploin. Dealer;. Los Angeles News; San-F: Chi J i Sun;'SES : . ittsburgh Post' Gaz
A!Iumu Journals Poﬁlund Oregoman MAGAZINES—TIME UFE Hurper‘s, 4 w of. Literatire, Fore,gn Fairs,’

- vblisher, DAC:Nows, Au
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