


.JAMES W. GERARD 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

41 EAST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 22 

T£L£PHON£ PLAZA S-3<!00 

Dear Genera.1 O'Dl'lyer: 

April 28, 1945 

I am writing to you and sending you the attached reprint because.· of our coo:rnon interest in seeing that this time.Germany stays.defeated. 
Between 1913 and 1917 I was America's Ambassador to B!'lrlin •. I saw the Germana at £irst hand -- about to lose a war, but preparing for a peace they were to win. Two years later, I saw Americans victorious in war,-but unprepared for the peace they were to lose. 

In my opinion, it was lack of public thinking which lost' that·. peace for our country. Public opinion was woefully uninforrried.on·the nature of the German people, -the German General Staff, the economics of reparations, the punishment of war criminals• the partition of Germany. Nor did many people bother to inquire intQ these matters, Echoing from coast to coast were prejudices and shibboleths which had not the sifghtest.bear:i.ng on the real question of what to do with Gerlliany-and how to do it. 
Today, we have been given anotherciiance. 

Our leaders are again trying to pla!l a lasting peace. But this peace will not "stick" either, unless we, the people, can intelligently support it or constructively criticize it, We IDust attain, as we never have. before, a level of thought.and understanding on the ·basic.problems of the peace which shall be so high that it can have-no other result but wise action Oll the part Of our leaders. . 

; -In the attached melaage1 appearing in the nat:l.on•s newspap~~s~his week, TIME Magazine's writers have, in my opinion,·selecteda group of the significant problems at stake and have stated them witholarity a!ld fair .. ness. I urge you to read this message, think al)out it, discuss it with your friends and associates. · 

Yours very s~ 
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%u1i1 ,soon have eighty million.. Now, .during. the: Sap:. FranCisc;o;Con~ 
Germl:mS on YO!lr .doorstep. . ference, you nave the a'ury:,as ,.well· as_ 

, ··. · • · .· - .· .the right to makeyotlr.opiJ:!ionlcnown 
Whats to.he done with thflim? · .:.:..provided you have.·eained.that right, 

Wlit:n theBifThree.metatYalta, · 
they did what ihey could to bluepriiit 

. the rejormatory.in which the Gernian 
people.will liVe after the waf;_,· :. · 

auta bfueprintwill liOus. no~rmCins • 
. The rejorhunoryitself is yet io be buili,; 
and meanwhile thinking.on whatcon~ 
stituies the "right" pe_ace for: Germany· 
will swing back. and forth across· .a 
wide a.re,. 

,, .- . •·· . • .. ·· ~ < -.c· ,.,-;-.--- ·:c;::,;,;;c:;:.:for:•cthei.'•s<>vefoign·.p,e· 
decisions are-submitted to you; . , . . '19,18?. How can we .suci:eed tlldii.y~,, ,:·!th·~" · ·' ''(1$-''''d .pea,kth 

~~~=t~l•.;~~~i;,E!ti;!f!Jll•~ 
Others _will ask .. if.a peace as. h. aEd···· "15. · c;··~. ersh1p ..•. SS an. d .•. G .. es. ·.·ta. p .. ·o· •.. ·t·· h .••. o. ··se··.· ......... l .. ·e -••. ·_ .. ·~·-.. . .'. s1an .. s.· .. ·th·.·· •... a·.·· t .... ···.th··.·e·· ··.·.bes. · .. t .. · .. w·.····a·.·y .... ··.·1·S··· t.o··.····· fi··o·.·.·.·i:ce •. ·· ... ·.· · .. fu ..... ·.•.· .. ••· .. ·.: •• , .• :· .. ·: .. ~.'.?.· .. ·:.1;i·,.· ..• ·; .. ··.i.L, .•••... • .. ·'.·:.· .. •• .. ·• .. ···.·'.·•.i······ .. 1·-.· ... , .. _.·.::····~. •. ·.·._··· .. ·.·.·-... :·.·.'_:_ .... _::·.·. ·.·· .. • .. ·.···.'·.··.:········.:·: .. ·.·.'·.'. .• ··.:-. •. ·.· •... · .. ·.·.·.·'." 

Germany !1chly deserves ~ ever_ be en-. . • • . giol!s especially Jrain_ed·for t~rture · .,: . · ·mas~ ofthe . .Ger:panpeople!l~!J'j;:§,~f.?;\Foi :r1~~i~,,Wn ~r9'.~~.u.~t~f!:lbJ~·:• .. ' 
forced-~ill suggest tha~ a mild:r, ~nforce- . . . . . ·.an~ bruta!ity?_And under whl,lt 111:ter- . · . labor ~at!j1Ho11s t~,rebuild tlie~!~!ii!J~i~'JirikC<i· to .?- .. U'.\ S;_c~~o/.Y;;~.~ly;10q~~';11 • 

able peace maY. be a wiser cho1::e· . . · nationalla~s(ifany)canthey~tp_ed?. _,, .' tiie.ydesl!'oye~~o.i;Qin~!er:t;f!I1,;i::'f,~~~:.~~ed·'ab?~~ll)l!'li.1;.~fl;~~~~~' 
Sti-11 th · 111 • "G · · bbl • . .·· ·. • · " · · · ··· •· .,,_. · . • : ration bemadew1th1:moneyearned<;'ifi/;Jns1stent. .. .upoo.;1.seekiilg the)I - o. ers w say _e_rmany is ru. e. .~We are.determined ·to_bteak··up.-for all . . . . , ... · ..... , . .-. .. ' .-.· .. ·•: ·", .... ,,.,,, .. -~,~k-..·•.1 .. _,, * .... t;<k1; . ded' ., .. < . ..-,_ 

~~~;:~7::~~~::;.;1~E=~e- .· -time ~:tG~:;:a~e!:~~hft~~ad ~p~ · ·. _, · ' .··by; ?~;-~:~~r~~ ~~~-0~;~~~;-?~~~~;;,:;;:~M~1L· 
.· · . · · -· . rooted .. these -professional w~-· · ': 

Io any c;ase, i.t will take mo,re than majiers.forever;Wilson, Clemenceau w ,1 · 
. ~just our lead~rs to write th: peace . and Lloyd.George,tho!!gh(so--;;~l!t I . 

. and the pumshment .. It will take '. · · "*"' · the Junkers'., outsmarted them. 'al!,'.i( . 
millions of men-a1nd you are .o~e. ' .. ·· . · ·. You can't get·olde! Dien. like ~n~~~-i · - _ 

. of_t_hem. You have agreat sta!Ce·~ ._ ,. ~ ;who have practl~d w~ all-their ·' ..&o·· , .... , 

this peace-t0<0me-and you Will.· • . _ lives7 to begih to .think like.peace-· . .· .... ''· ,' ..... ', ... ··e·." .. :· ·'··" · · ... ·, :::::~.~:;::..::;.. t~ .... "":".:' .. ";~:rb 'The wlllikly MEW$MAGAZl8'1\ 
. : . . . ' ' ' - • : . i :, ' ' : . ' ".' :. . . : ' ;" .• : : ;:' ;.',., '~ 
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. , ·: . this announCe,,;Onf. wi/f_ aPp,,ar shortly in ,lh~ fo/~ow~n~ newsp~p~rs· and ·~~Q~~;~~;):,:{~,·~, . ·, :' / , > ·', . ·": ,., , ·<-'· '" . J:··~ >~':.';;, :~ .:·:.::-?,;·:·~':( \ · f:~:.~~t?'·~1.:~~)~::~5,; : .. ·.' :;:: ': .'·.. '.;.( 
NEWSPAPERS-New York Herald.Tribune, Times~ SU~;.Cihi.cago New$, S11ri;;.Dat~it·~ews;' Wa1hington,..'.D.·.C .• ~ost· Phil~~el~hiG JilqU~f·e~·:.~O~on:Herald. !ia~el~r.,and ~hrisnor:r.:·$c!enr:a:~·ni~ori1:.:.':, •• ·/~ ••• •• • ·~::. • , • '. ··, ~ • ••• '.·~· '· 

Cle~land ~Jain Deo/er;.~s,:An.geles ~ews;'San·Francisco.Chronicle; B~ltimoro Sun; 'St. :louis· Gl".'be.ot!mo"eraf~.Pittsburgh· Post.GOZ~tt.;!'M11~~~~~-.11~urn0Ji!,~i~n~Hi~·TJm~S(~~~-:~lar~~ .·.' · .:.~'-. . ·.·'. ~:..,~:·) . . ~·;, ,,· . ", '·."/i:~:''".', ~. 
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