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. May 2, 1944 

1 1l7lee Standi~~ 

SU11JECT1 Report from American Legation, Stockholm, Regarding Greek 
Relief Situation 

There is nothing in ~s r.sport which is of great_interest 

to us-. There are copies of nuuierous collll1!UJ1ications from the 

British and American Legations at Stockholm to London and 

Washington regarding shipping problems concerned witll;:the move­

ment of relief supplies from Canada and the Argentine 1;o. Greece 

and in Greek waters. A general report on Greek relief ·b7 Justice 

Sandstrom, who is apparently the representative of the Greek· 

Relief Commiseion, conte.1n11 extensive statistics on the amount of 

supplies brought int.o Greeee and local price f'luctuatione•for 

various staples on Greek markets•· There are al90 copies of tel•"' 
grams and "aides-memoires" regarding additional supplies end equip­

m~nt needed b,- ~e C1:1mmi'ssion in Greece. 
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TO 1 Mr. Lesser 

FROM 1 Myles Standish 

{ 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION ' 

SUBJOOl'1 Project No. 19 from the Committee on Special Refugee 
Problems 

D8.te 

Thie project deals with the evacuation of children from . 
Greece. The facts, as etated in the project, are substantiated 
by the reports that we have received from the American Consul 
General at Iste.nblll, Jilrkey. The propoeed_p1an recommepds the 
evacuation of 500 ohil~en from Greece eithe~ __ :via nB'!.tral ships • 
or the vessels now, or to be, emplOyed for the-evaCua.tion of·-.-.·. -
refugees from the Balkans. Neither of thes.e two types of vessels 
is available for the·i;;Urpoee suggested. The Conimittee proposes 
thil:t;· an effort be made to persuade the occupying authorities 
to release the 500 children aild permit them to embark ori these 
ships for the United States. In ~ opinion, .this i~ not prac­
ticable. We know, however, that the Greek underground 1;1nd.the 
British and Greek Governm~nt-in-Exile (jointly) have highly;. 
organized escape services which could be·called on to evacuate 

~~~~- ·------1.~-- -·--. -·"' 
As a slight variation on this project, I suggest tbe,t an . i 

the children. 

effort be made to evacuate c~dren from Greece' e.nd-that they 
be brought to the United States.for education and training aild 
subsequent return to Greece •. It is possible, e.nd Jld.ght even 
be practical, to bring selected children to this country to 
train them to become the.future leaders in various walks of 
life in Gr.eece. 

The Greek quota allows . the admission for pel'lll8ne?lt resid- . · · 
ence of' only 307 persons per year~ The .training aspect of such 
an evacuation program would, theref'or11,. be important because 
children over 15 years of' age could then be brought in as . 
students under Section 4(e) of the Immigration Act of 1924.:. 
Even this would require certain waivers.of' existing;regula•­
tions by both the Departments of State e.nd Juetic\t.· As the -
regulations· now stand, students must be coming.intQ the United 
States to attend e.n accredited school• Waivers could·be obtained 
if the United States Committee for the Care of Europll!!ID Children1 
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• 
in addition to giving tinancial guarantees, would give the 
Department or Justice further guarantees regai'dilig.the educa­
tion the children would receive. Children under 15 would· ·. · 
require Section .'.3(~) ~BBB as temporary vieitors and simil_ar 
guarantees could be obtained. 

As indicated in the project, the Greek American Commiti 
could approach the United States Committee for the Care of · · 
European Children and work a11t these guarantees with them. In 
this way, I believe that the comendabl• objl:lctives of the 
project would thus be served. · · 
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( Seoretar7 Morgenthau 

J. w •. Pehle 

Pursuant to your request there 1• 
~ attached herewith a Sullllllar7~ot the Greek Rel~•t 

Program. 

· Un1t1aled) J. w. P. 

( 
/ 

Attachment 

Jiaroh a, 19.ff 

co: Miss Ohaunoey, Miss Hodel, Messrs._ Luxf_o~ 1 Friedman, 
DuBois.! Lesser~ Stewart, E.M. Bernstein1 Gaston, Whiie, 
Paul, .t>ollak -- · 

c.Ji\r JWP :lhh 3/8/ 44 

.. -------··-· --------·------·--· --·-·· 
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!:IUW'i;Gfl 

Mr-. Ptllle 

Mn• 1..t\l.ll}tlln 

RYUH'J ot Gflflk lt11d FfAfClf 

... ,, .... 

GrHk ••Uet au; nolt a4td.nlUnB4 wa(I t~o\to.re4 \b,y \he 
n&l.\ti.-Dl sovorn1ium•a ot »vUaetl.Qd~ '"'4. tliwH••• · ·. 

V"•.1na 'he tb"' •en $On\he ~f\•t G•rr.aa1 onioi'etl 
Ureec1J a ••all ••ow' tt J>el.ht t\ll>Pl1H reiaoht4. Gl"HO• 
WOil~ ibo •tfOHO or ... firt•lt1 w-.~ RttU.tt liiUIGOla '"" .•. 
ihrough th• :pµpobtt.tHJ or toC\t~\U.t'fa S.114. O"H' fj&tol'4.t\b 11)· _ 
TW'kef ant\ tsni. Ii wee Uat.r1bu"4 bt the '-tn•k~ fit4 ·· · •.. ·. 
erou \Uli.'11u• the !luptH11JioA or Ult lllJt11"na.t10WtJtB11i Q.to••• 

- . - - 0. ,·,_:' • -. -

l41 ibe ltt•te:r tno.•• .t,}t FtbN!f#, 111424 "1• trllUfA ·a~a\tt 
Oovei•nlli6rt,, worklna w11h GHa• »rottun &JUl .cwu14a, •N-o"Ch • 
1ihe ne1&\r111 l)Quntt"IH, t!wedeu ~ 8"Uzi;rlM4 h,.1-o iii .:wni ... 
nejl;otlithd w!tb .1\f!l.1 ~nil G~r.u~) JJ•~~ttd 1~t•~l,j0Ai\U1:i i'pr 
nti.i\ral ah1p1.1 e•>tr.v1ngtoo4ot\ltfae~ia•U•Jl suj>J)U•t·\o 
Gl"tto&. _ -. · . -- - - .; " -
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J auanu 90YEBD• - - .. , 

~· U,000 1oaa per taon\i\, t~AJ..W ktJ -l)&t- Q .... W 
ltYtlMtrit. (Aa hu•ait bl• Itta. a"tbUf.Hi 1.-'&* teh PH' uata 4taa'IK 11 --- -Aq,_,&U 
Q ftrnli.' \o IN ~PN 4~••UJ tna Ar&M,.l.llaj 
4•»••~ .... •ta• ........ .,... ... " ... . 
••-'1•~1•. ne .. "" ~'''- ........... _. 
~, ,. Onell: WU n.uet~AH ... 1i'10ll \Ul•U .J•IW'I' 
h _ lt43J _ dllH '$1"1\ 4it\t \iai Otf 4ii• Of'-1.dil · w••• 
11U1Al1~Uoa, - -'•••ill!_~~ .Aiabl••~ 
lloa, bait bo•A• '" oon •t ~aipJlfll• · 

lUfD& §IAllQ AwmRiill 

HU.Hi CRnt4 Y"f:'kJ:u> • •• 100 , ... ••\bl.1 _ pn•UH 
· DJ l,tnl at•• .Ml t4UUOlla1 11000 DAI Pf• 

.· UOAl)l ~I WtA_ fl\ltb.oJl1if4• ... - . 
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J.lt.11 lf1 1SOQ ._. \Ob\., ,. " Rlp9t4 .\& .......... 
........ , 19•3, U41Mll&l'1 U4ftitruq, lt•t.­
l'rOY14M ., ~-- l.aaHo __ - _ _ _ - - _ 

£MMP~t111C t"J c:::!J t\uil.q .f•ll~,-19441 

MIHR HRllU _iQO. , .... !llOil\b»' ., ..... _ '~· 1-.., 
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Q!QYIUI fUla _4.00- hat aonihlt 11\Al*\lnl l•q, 1044• 
Pl'OVldtl bf l..tM Wtat•• --__ - •. ---- - > - · ..• 

QA!fiill tjLll\iial 9a Uilt!Jdt IOO ••• u...atal._ r_-_ • ...-tac 
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~'.'{At.71!1lk: 10 .\1)1111 aoir~hlf 1 p1u•ohitit1f(l in. \lanad• an4 t~ ' ·-. ----

anoed b¥ \ho u~,e~ W•~ R•l1et Ae~oot&\1~4 •t ~·• 
t~l'lt. o,gM toll'e to bit p.-ooitl'o4 1fi th• 1JA1\rt4 
Stn\n 1n Jnm.v.+i>~, 1944,. fUl4 t1uAAoff4 ~1 iu · 
<trealf. ii~t' JtuU.et .AusooltlUtJt\• (i'nh h Aloi a 
oonu.nu1ils tn1irt out tt:it~11.PUtbo m1Lt19• ot · . 
~onthl1 l'llU'.~lue (IV~U~bl<t,. au ln41.oa•e4 ~1 .· · ~ 
A(£t"1Clult'-'••, to a.-•11)1; W•J" llt:Uet 1taii99J.ulon, · .... ·.·. c 
wlllt:lh t.lttn Wl4erwv1t!tt$ th• ~vU~lt;. 1t 1n.'tl'H\tl,. J 

AtJtn+w.rt MP 91,ttN(lAR ~n;e .~n!£.rfa 
. . - - . " 

~.l{l;l}Ak t}lJl>'.l':btiimt ll~l'1n.r; 'W'l•.·.l.(.\l&·l·. s.~ •oa~e .et.· .U•••. t .. , ..... 
· Atatl"ieen Roll 04"o6a h~s pl'ovl4ed. i32~,ow VU'Q ot 

t!l!J(11od IHJ.PPl.ies. li 11!! t1.llUtip&fi94. \hq w1ll ··~ . 
oonUn1.10 d tbb l'ate tot·~ tit'O •4• 111>nSbt ot 
1944.. rw11.'ie ~a1h1 avdlabb tlh'ril,t&h ~· *4•1'1£•••1 
A.J>vropl'latlon Mi s:re u.o.e4 't,,r. $ht puf$1ltvsf ot 
the1.1t lllt!U~al fJLl.ppU.Hf PnrU•lJ)ai~on \lt lb• 
AmeriQtlll Jtett Ql'OU 1a the Gl"tell; fefl41ila PH&I'... .··· ·. 
~fr.~rount.a 'h"* lob ~aQttH in wh1Cth ·lb.t b•ntA•t 
R&U.ot Appl'o}.'ir1a.Uol't l11J\ t $ tlwla wUe ~Ulht4 !A · 
M -~·rat <U' &Ti.?ll)'•OQQl.lphil oo~•i-1.,~· 4•~·· . 
JJ"rlfi~ \ilb. 0&1fif po~10it .llte C~.taa·rifll C~lt~ 
t¥"om intl.l" ~wn tl;"t&r11ii-1, h~e. prn1d.t4 ni~1ooo · 'B;f#rtb. Of l'llec110111 •JJ.PPll•fh 'fht2.:l" ... ,. l!f1l .. 
111.)p~ox1~e.te11 ~ht\\ ic«r#& ,, ... rutut •on\l\a. · 
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'fhe Chmuune a1·e nob sonding shiploaa of food 

frol!l Hor•thei•:fi It;u.ly to Groeoe in L\ Hwe1ihh. ship plfbig 

between Venice and Pit•aoua undol" llritiilh ,iiti.fo"11onduot 
I 

the I"EA ·reported, 

Theso shipl!lffl1WJ Fl~ an.id, ai•o ln cqi:apenoc;.ti~u 

for Greek i'ooll the ctor111ana l\h~ve oont.Ul2led or nro ooni.luinlng 

themsclvea.tt 

a/17 · -• RMlOiOA. 

I 

co .. J.;lsa; Chauncey (1'.or• tho llGo•y) AbrAhruruJ(>n, .nor:usetin, Cohnt 
DuDoio, I?rlodninn, Ge.3ton, Hodel; ~ughlin; Losser, ~t'Pt!Ol'd, 

· Mann, !IoCormack, Pnul1 l'~hle, Polhk, Rcdn•e• Stondllth,. 
~!towa:r•t, H. D. hh1te. · 
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February 23, 1944 
I 

Greek Relief. (Material obtained 
from file in Visa Division, State. 
Department) 

On January 6, 1944, ,Yohniion at Stockholm·report13d"to .· · 
the Department that the "Camelia", a relief ship, Was 
damaged in Salonica Roads by a mine on December,·.29. ','The· 
Swedes requested the Germans through the German'"commercial · 
Delegation in Stockholm to allow the release. of one Swedish 
vessel of about 7,000 tons from the Baltic.to carq 20,000 
tons of Argentine wheat and 'nother ship .of.about._asoo tons 
as a replacement for the "Feuris" which,· in turn, would .re- /. 
place the "Camelia" and·remain in Greek waters like the 11\'liril". I . . .. 

On January 19, Mac Veagh at Cairo wired the Department 
that he was advised by· th.e Greek Minister that' the Argentin·a 
Government had donated ,50,000 tons of wheat for Greek relief 
and had suggested that the Greek Goverwitent order further· 
quantities for future delivery against payment~· The Grtt1ek 
Government was ac!lepting the gUt. · 

It was reported that two additiOnalSwedishiressels l:iave 
been chartered and that the "Pedro Chrisiioferson" and "Virginia" 
will transport Argentine and Canadian:products~respeotiv~ly. 

._ --- .. - -·· 
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Paragraph 6 of the same Executive Order provides that the Board shall 
make such recommendations as it ma;y deem appropriate 

11 for further action to overcome any difficulties en­
countered in the rescue and relief of war refugeEili~u 
L~dersooring suppliei}" 

It is noteworthy that paragraph 6 refers to . llwar. refugees", 
which is more inclusive than the term "victims of enemy oppression · · 
who are in imminent danger of death, II Thus even thorigh. the. ho!llel!lSB 
Greeks, the Rabbis in Shanghai and ~he Span~sh Re:pf~licans in_~an_c! 
are admittedly not Hin imminent danger of death", !I> it is arguable 
that the War Refugee Board has legal authority to recominend·and push 
action for their relief, for they are "war refugees, II An entirely 
-different question, however, is whether the War Refugee Board will · 
desire-to expand its activities to further relief for war refugees 
not 11 in imminent danger of death" and whose escape frolri enell\V_ t.erri­
tory there appears to be no possibility of aiding• If i:t does, all 
possible should be done to hasten the present negotiatiol:is for ·the 
sending of wheat to Greece, · 

This question may well be raised at the next; Wednesdav 
night meeting, 

!/ According to information available in the War Refugee Board. files, 
all three groups of. refugees are in very real danger of a slower 
death by starvation,, 
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