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N SUBJECT: Report from Ameriean Legation, Stockholm, Regarding Greek
Relief Situation

There is nothing in this report which is of gﬁi'ea'_f.,inf,erent

to us. There are coples of numerous commnications from the -
British and Ameriean Legetions at Stoekholm to Lordon and
Washington regarding shipping problems concerned withithe move-
ment of relief supplies from Camada and the Argentine tc Gr;sce

and in Greek waters, A gensral report on Greek relief by Justice

Sandstrom, who is apparently the rapresentativa ‘of the Greek

Relief Commisslon, conteinz extensive statisties ‘on tha ammmt of
supplies brought into Greeee and loeal price ﬂuct\nt.ionarfor
various staples on Gresk markets,” There are aloo copiea of telc-' 7
grams and "aidea-memoirea" regarding addit:loml “supplies and equip- '
ment needed by the COmmisaion in Greece.

M5tandd elilon




FROM : Myles Standish
SUBJBUTs Project No, 19 from the Committee on Special Remgee

oo

' TREASURY DEPARTMENT - ‘
INTER OFFICE COMMUNIVCATI(.)N_.AV S . ‘7 S
| Date

: MNr, Lesser

Problems

This project deals with the evacuation of children from
Greece, The facts, as stated in the project, are substantiated
by the reports that we have received from the American Consul =
General at Istanbul, Parkey. The proposed plan recommends the -
evacuation of 500 childyen from Giesce either via neutral shipa : ’
or the vessels now, or to be, employed- for the: ‘evacuation of T
refugees from the Balkans, Neither of these two types of vesseld
is svailable for the mirpose suggested, The Committee propoges -
~ that’an effort be made 1o persuade the occupying authorities
to release the 500 children and permit them to embark on these
ships for the United States, In my opinion, this is not prac-
ticable, We know, however, that the Greek underground and:the
British and Greek Government-in-Exile (jointly) have highly-"
organized escape services which could be- called on- to evacuate:
the children, :
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Ama ellght variation on this pro;]ect, I suggeat that an:
effort be made to evacuate children from Greece and- that they -
be brought to the United States for education and.training-end

_ subsequent return to Greece, It is possible, and might even- o P
be practical, to bring selected children to this country to-: : S
train them to become the: m'mre leaders in various walks of ) RS
life in Greece,

The Greek quota allows the admission for permanent reaid-

- ence of only 307 persons per year,.-The ‘training aspect of such
-an evacuation program would, therefors,. be important’ becauae
ohildren over 15 years of age.could then: be brought in as-
students under Section 4(é) of the Immigration Act of 1924. :
Even this would require certsin waivers of existing. regulas>. . .
tions by both the Departments of State and Justice, - As the -
regulations now stand, students must be coming inta the United -
States to attend an accredited school,  ‘Waivers could be obtained
if the United States Coxmnittee for the Care of European Children,
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S in addition to giving financial guarantees; would give the e ‘
Department of Justice further guarantees regarding the educa~" "' -
tion the children would receive, Children under- 15 wold:, 5./ -
require Section 3(2) visas as temporary visitors and -eluilar: :
guarantees could be obtained, Teen '
' Ae indicated in the project, the Gresk Americen Comminity = i
+ could approach the United States Committes for the Care of = l: !
European Children and work out these guarantees with thenm, 'In .
this way, I belleve that the commendable objactives of the . "=/ -~ -~ o ] l
project would thus be served. c IR B P
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March 8, 1944
Booretar_y Morgonthau’
J. W. Pehle S A o LT
Pursusnt to your request thers ia
¢
attached herewith & summary‘of the Oreck Relief
Progran,
> - {Initialed) J,-, p, -
- Atiaehment
©o: Miss Chauncey, Miss Hodel, Medsrs. Lu'xf_'pr’gi’,iFriedmah,:,
DuBois, Lesser, Stewart, E.M, Bernstein, Gaston, ‘White,
Paul, Pollak ) b ELRTET
. &‘V JWPilhh  3/8/44



v{-1 Hr. Pahle
FROMI - Anne Laughlin - -
SUBJEGEY

Grask ralief es now mdsindstersd was foaker

hewtral governmsnts of Switzerland'ond Bweden,

During She first ton monthe sfter Germany entured

Greeagﬁ a emall amouny of relisf supplies renvhed Oreace

sirongh tho efforto of the Ursek’ War Heldef Assg
Shrough the purghnse of foddstulfs and GEUeX Gab

olatlon
L VYR Vi 7

- Turkey and Egypt. It was disiriluted by the Opeck fied

Uroes undsr the supervigion of the Iiternatiousl’Red Cross,

In the latter part of Fsbrasyy, 1948, the Unived States :

: AAn snd Cunsda, through =

the nsutral gountries, Swaden snd fwitesriand, (who in tuen
nepotinted with ltaly snd Gerseny) sesured safe ooRGUGE foF

neutral ships earryiog foodatulls end medidel supplies-to -

; Governmens, working with Grept Hiies

Gromas,

heen provided ménthly by the snuvriosst

. ' tinoe the 1ifting of the bmmas,;;;g;;}q*fp';;@gxggi;ﬁg:- o




18.066 tohis per uonth, tumxsm b; m mum
Governnenss {(An Anerercs hao beel autherised for
, oF mouth denaved by Ve Awgeatime
' alipped Airestly from Argenting, - .
depending woen wheshur shipping spass esn bo wele -
available, 'nu sAtive shipplng csite wers Demme -
by the Greek War mm Ausooiation wabil Jamuswy | S
10455 alngs that dete She Offlae of Lend Lesee = - - - .
minmnmms, Now Fereign Eésnsaie Mdainietra- -
uan, hat borns the eou¥ of -mpn.

X 4,100 tou amthlr prev““
DYy Lend Lepds. An- qaauumn x.m tmn por
uonth has been authorized,

aao sons monthly of anpaum um m m m:fi
b g ::n{mm unhruu nu.k Prum
," [ 1 1 S

RIGEt 2,800 tens tatnl, ie b thAypod ™ Bouﬂnr n(
' bnolbn'. 1943, nd Janusry m nhruszy, 19«. jf
Provided by Lend hnn. D ~

zmmg% 100 tous mont tmt Jaum 19“ SR
POV mbyuuahﬁul:}? : N ! . '7

) £00_%ons monthly stars Jnuury 19« -
pnvuu by Lenk m%{. m ’ ',«

1 400 toma amthly ntsrt hmim w«
provuaa br Lﬂu Mnn. , m‘ Y R

F : GRAJHOS 200 son mthly cnrtnc
lmm'r. 1 44. provuna by Land Lease,

ALY hnnmh 200 tons senthly
:nz (] ruary, 1944, prgv c& hy w buu.

3 L prouaéd by hnﬂ Leane,




R - - “p ~

et

(V. B, Government contiaued) : N St :
Mﬁlﬁ_ﬂmi 100 tons monthly sYarting when supplies =~
oome aveiluble, To be provided by Lend Lesses -

2LIGEE OLLt 20 Yons monthiy prosured Ly the Cenadisa | 0
- Red Uromcs and finsngsd by the Ovsok Wer felief = 1. ) :
Agsosiation of Hew Yok, - .o T

SYALTINES 10 tons uwonfuly, purchased in Usnada and fin-

anosd by the Ureek War Relief Agssoclavivn of Hew
York. U,804 tons to ba procured in the United
Stotas in Jonuapy, 1044, and fidangsd by She -
Greok wapr Ryllef Assoolstion. (Fhie s not &

. eonsAnulng entey but oxemplifies %he .Vyps of .
sonthly surplue svailable, ao indicated by =~ - e
Agrigulturs, to Gresk War Rellef Assgelabdon, =~ .- ;
whlgh then underwrites the arilcls, if interes R
SANAGIAN KED CHOGS T N :
QUBELLESS Uuving the last six soaths of 1948, the .
Angeloan Red Orose hes pvﬂi@a&é&éﬂ.‘ﬁﬁ@:ﬁweﬁh oL o
aadigal avpplies. It 18 satielpated thoy will S
sontinug at this pate for the fipat six monkhs of
1944, Funds wade avollebls Lhirough the Ssorgeney
Appropriation Aot are ueed fop She purghoee of
theee medlosk gupplies. Fartiedpation of the EIEE IR
Americsh Hed Uroas la the Greek fesding progrem k
reprecanta the sole inesenve ih whieh $he Lnergeney L

Rullef Approprintien 4ot'e funds wers ubilized dn

SR epesy or snegmy-ocoupled countey .39 date

. Auping Uhie sawe perlod the Usnadlon Red Ore L
from their own tresiury, hae provided $1%4,000
“worth of sedlonl supplies, - Their vave wn;i— -7 S
approxiaately the caye for futurs months, .

Trensoosasiie ‘amgpmg_. svgle heve been borne by the Offdees .
: __of Lend Lunsg Adminisbrasion (now Foreign Loonemie Adwinietpe-
T tden) ‘sings January 1, 1943, snd, Yofors that date, by Greek .
¥ar Peliefl Asensintion, AR '




The sduinictvasion of the Gn-x feeding §mrm u S
undsr the direstion of the Busdich=3wies Goveranental Coms
siscion with the Joint Reilef Comalnaion ¥ the lntera aumn
Hed Crooa Jommibtue noting &8 whelr sgent 1o tho field. nm
ahd operationol regorts ara subaitted by she Jolnk Relief
Commission 6 the Bwedishwdwias Comalesion for atawibaueu
to the participating governaensy nnﬁ aaamun.

0ot kiss Ghaungey, Hise Hodel, Howsrs, mrom, %uﬂou rricdm,
+ Leoager, %evnﬂ, Oseton, ¥hive, Faul, E.K, &mntain Ponuk




~ The Gernans are now san&ing sthland of food
fron Horthern Iisly to Grecce in o fwedigh ‘ship plyi.rzg :
bebween Venice and Pireeus wider britieh aafe”%snauct B
the I'hA reported, "
These shipmenty FEA suid, are in nompensation v_{

for Graek food the Germmns "heve coneuma& or ara onnauming;'

thoapelvon”

Y17 == ROOLOA -

co - sz (&xa\u.aey (for the : ec'y) Abmhamon, Bamsetin, Cohn '
DuBols, ¥rlodmen, Gaston. liodel, Lewghlin, Lesser, Luxfera
Kann, HeCormack, Paul, Pehleé, Pollek, Reines, utmﬁinh
Stowert, Hs Do thite.




MEMORANDUM

. February 23," 19_4'4 :
/ e 4  '

Greek Relief. (Material obtained

from file in Visa Division, State-

Department ) . i

On January 6, 1944, Johngon at Stockholm reported to- =
the Department that the "Camelia", a relief “ship, Wag. :
damaged in Salonica Roads by a mine on December.29, "'The = -
Swedes requested the Germans through the"‘,Geman"qCEinnn_e'r"ci'al; i
Delegation in Stockholm to allow the releass of one Swedish
vessel of aboubt 7,000 tons from the Baltic to carry 20,000
tons of Argentine wheat and another ship of-about-3500 tons - .
as a replacement for the "Feuris" which, “An burn, would o= o Tl
place the "Camelig" and'rema}n in Gresk waters like the’ Wiriyt, - :

On January 19, Mac Veagh at Cairo -wired the Department . -
that he was advised by the Greek Minister that’ the Argentine
Goverument had donated 50,000 tons of wheat for Greek reolief
and had suggested that the Greek Goverament order: furthsr. -
quantities for future delivery ‘against-payment; The:Greek

Government was accepting the giftt, -

I was reported that:two "i;tddifbibﬂ\é_.i? S"wediali.—"\»rrés‘éfeié,}riawie; o
been chartered and that the "Pedro’ Chz{isfb'ofersgnf"andﬁ‘{ﬁ_'i'z"ginia‘! :
wvill transport Argentine and—qanadip.n; pifp@uctsf'iespectiyg;y. :




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

" Re: Relief szpplies %o the Gr
: Ma.inland for Eome;ess Gr ]

According to a memorandum of Mr Donald. Kehl vho has
examined the pertinent files in the Visa. Division, Refugee Unit: o
tho State Depertment, the State Department is now negotisting, for
the pasaage through the blockade of an: eleventh Swedigh relief
vessel-oarrying. Argentine wheat  to Greece,::In-the. conference
February 17, 1944 at which Messrs, Kehl, Murphy,’ Smith, Hartwig
Marks and Lesser were present, 1t was at first decided that: the
Refugee Board -should do all posgsible: to Hasten: the . negotiations: f
the clearance of this shipment,. The question was thereupon ra‘.lseﬂ.

as to whether thiis was & proper function of the -Wexr, Refuges Board,. - e

The following: precedents are authority for such action by.the. War
Refugee Board~ SR K

The deciaion 'by the “Board- to recommend - ‘that: the" Foreign ey

Funds Gontrol grant a license to the Emergency’ Gommittee ‘Por. Refugee
Scholarg, Yeshivoth, Rabbis and OCommmal: Leaders authorizing the
Committee to pay $50 000" -to Anatol Porievejeki in New York City :
also authorizing the Committes to communicate through the Interns

Red Cross with -Rebbi: Chaim Semulewicz, Dean of the Rabbis.and
Rebbinical Scholars in Sha.ngha:l a.dvising him'that-the $60,000 has. een
peid over in New York Gity ‘and that he should make arrangements to )

receive a similar gum in 1ocal cmrrency from Dav:ld Ponevejski 1n

Shanghai

Resoue and Relief Committee authorizing the Oommittee 3 ;
$7,500 & month to. the. International Red Cross in Geneva for trans~
mission ‘to the Service Socisle d'Alde aux Emigrants, ids.
to be expended on behalf of seéveral thousand Spanish Republican : I
rofugees, most of whom are interned in. céoncéntration camps’in southern )
Fronce and gsome of" whom ‘are hiding in: bhe country. T

T Y. The preamble of the Exeoutive Ord.er esta.blishing the War :
Refugee Boa.rd. states: Do o .

i

ok 1% 1g the policy of this Government £0 take all
measures within its power: to rescue-the victims of: .
Lgemy oppression who are in imminent d__a_qg__ of- d.eath* "

underscoring suppliad




Paragraph 6 of the same Executive Order provides that f}heAB,oa.‘rd shall
make such recommendations as it may deem appropriate :

ufor further actlon to overcome any difficilties en- .
countered in the rescue and relief of wer refugzeesg;!
[nnderscoring supplied/

It is notewor'bhy thet paragraph 6 refers to-lwar. refugaes"
vhich is more inclusive than the term fvictims of enemy - oppression
vho are in imminent denger of death,." . Thus even though’ the homeless
Greels, the Rabbis in Shanghei and' the Spanish Repf licens in France. .. -
are admittedly not "in imminent danger of death!, &/ iy is argusble  *
that the War Refugee Board has legal suthority to recommend. and: pugh
action for their relief, for they are "war refugees." ~An entirely -
different question, however is whether the War Refugee Board will "~

desire to expand its activities to further relief for war.refugees
not "in imminent danger of death" and whose escape from' enemy terri-
tory there appears to be no possibility of aiding, If 1%t does; all
possible should be done to hasten the presant negotiations for the
sending of wheat to Gresce,

This question may well be raised at the next Wednesday .  '

night meeting,

According to informa.tion available in. the War Refugae IBoard files,

all three groups of refugees are in very real danger of a slower
- death by starvation,
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I.egauon's urgent : desire o obt
Urrence’. 1n in!‘ormin'gf wedish orelgn

.hpproaoh German with requa’t hat
~bav mad ilable.. Se

'Legation s
: Swedish Foreign Li

; i : : 12 British Iagation's

c 3 - i of  January :7: informing EY

; ‘ _-proposed for #IRIL, and ‘reporting ha

’ . ; : . reaohed Piraeus: from ‘{eraklion carr ins
: ot raisins. : .
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